4 43 
* 
2 EEE 
"SIT; 
if A 
— 
— 
8 

, 

x 2 


3 


| 
N 


1 
1 
1 
) - us : 
n x * C ( 
A * " », iy 
a 
*% © ” * 4 
| A | x mY. * &*11ji# 
— 
* . 
N 
W - 
\ 0 W111) « 
WIT 0 
LO; : 
* 
* 


FY 


Guoht Fir. ot Soulrett 


2 


* 
. 


L Ad 


4 43 
* 
2 EEE 
"SIT; 
if A 
— 
— 
8 

, 

x 2 


3 


| 
N 


1 
1 
1 
) - us : 
n x * C ( 
A * " », iy 
a 
*% © ” * 4 
| A | x mY. * &*11ji# 
— 
* . 
N 
W - 
\ 0 W111) « 
WIT 0 
LO; : 
* 
* 


FY 


Guoht Fir. ot Soulrett 


2 


* 
. 


L Ad 


PREFACE. 
SST STORY is not only aneceſſar 
Id, Part of Study, in order to ma 


| Man; but if we conſider it merely 
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1 2 an Entertainment of Leifure- 
Hours, 'tis univerſally acknowledged to be 
one of the moſt profitable and 2e. 
'Tis certain it has this Advantage above 
the far greateſs Part of our Diverſions, 
that whereas they only pleaſe the Fancy, 
without improving the Mind; this, at the 
ſame Time that it entertains the Curioſity, 
and gives an agreeable Amuſement, does al- 
ſo enlarge and heighten the Underſtanding, 
tends to fill the Mind with generous Senti- 
ments, and is capable of inſpiring it with 
agreeable Diſpoſitions to Virtue. 

But this Topic of the Pleaſure and Uſe- 
fulneſs of Hiſtory has been already ſuffici- 
ently exhauſted by ſeveral Writers, in order 
ta recommend their own particular Perfor- 
A 2 > mances; 
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mances; and there is no need to take pains 
to perſuade People of that which they are 
already by Experience fully convincd of : 
Therefore I ſhall only add, that if Hiſtory 
in general be ſo agreeable and beneficial, that 
of one's own Country muſt have the Prefe. 
rence in both Reſpetts. * Sh, 
It is certainly much more advantageous 
for a Man. to have the Hiſtory of England 
before him at one. View, than to be obliged 
to turn over a Library to come at any tole- 
rable Knowledge of what has paſsd in this 
famous Iſle; which heretofore was the Caſe, 
till ſome undertook to reduce the ſcattered 


Remains of Antiquity relating to this Sub-. 


ject, and the numerous Writings of more 
modern Authors, containing only ſome parti- 


\ cular Parts of the Story, into one entire 
Piece. And if it be asd, Seeing we have 
ſuch Books already, what need there was 


of this; it is anſfwer'd, That the. Hiſtories 
of England which have been publiſb d, are 


either too large for the Generality of Read- 


ers to purchaſe, or peruſe to Advantage, or 
too ſinall to relate all the chief Facts clearly, 
aud with a ſufficient Degree of Verſpicuity: 


Therefore a Medium has been pitchd upon, 


at the ſame time to anſwer the Conventency 
of Price, and the true Pleaſure and Profit 
of ali Sorts of Readers; the enſuing Hiſto- 


ry. equally avoiding the Inconveniencies that 


ariſe either from too great a Prolixity, or 
too much Brevity and Conciſeneſc. It is con- 
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tain d in four Volumes, giving a Relation of 
all the material Tranſattions in Britain, from 
the earlieſt Accounts of Time, to the Death 
of her late Majeſty Queen Anne. 

Tis to no purpoſe here to inſiſt on a pompous 
Enumeration of Authors, made nſe of in com. 
piling this Work, according to the uſual Of- 
tentation: They who ſhall be at the Pains to 
examine, will find what is here related to be 
ſupported by the beſt Authorities. The former 
Parts of this Hiſtory are collected from the 
moſt approved Writers both antient and mo- 
dern; and for the latter, beſides thoſe that 
bear the Title of Hiſtories, we have made uſe 
of Memoirs, Collections, Annals, Oc. and 
have ſometimes had the Aſſiſtance of private 
Informations, from Perſons of unſuſpetted 
Credit. 6 | | 

Care has been taken to avoid Partiality, a 
Fault into which even thoſe who are moſt 
averſe to it, are apt inſenſibly to fall. We 
have uſed all Fidelity, and had regard 
to Sincerity and Truth through the * Whole ; 
and have related Facts, as they have appeared 
to us, after the moſt careful and impartial 
Examination, without calling Names, or giv- 
ng ſcurrilous Epithets to any Seff or Party 
of Men; which many Writers of this Kind 


have been guilty of. As we have omitted 


thoſe Stories which are trifling and imperti- 
nent, ſo we have taken all poſſible Care to in- 


ſert whatever is material, which is related 


I with 
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with all the chief and moſt neceſſary Cir- 
cumſtances. 
Great Regard has been had to the Chro- 

; nology, which is an eſſential Part of Hiſtory. 
And it being a Curioſity natural to all, to 
know at what Time Perſons who have made 
4 conſiderable Figure in the World, departed 1 

ont of it, we have uſually, at the Cloſe of the 

Tear, taken notice of the moſt remarkable Per- 
| ou who died that Tear. 

The Effigies are all new done, and add an 
agreeable Ornament to the Work. And there 
are two compleat Indexes, the firſt to the 
two former Volumes, which is affixed to 

the End of the Second, and the other to the 
two latter, which is placed after the fourth 
Volume. Theſe Tables ſerve not only to di. 
rect to any important Paſſage, but give an 4. 
greeable View at once of each King's Reign, 
and 158 the Ire of — whole wit 2 
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From the earlieſt Account of Time, to the faſt 
_ coming of Julins Cæſar. 

N Order to. make the following Hiſtory 

2s uſeful as may be, we ſhall giye as full and 

regular Account of the Tranſactions; that 

have occur'd in the Kingdom, from the 


wel earlieſt Accounts of Time, as can be col- 
lected out of the ancienteſt and beſt Authors 


. 4 22 * 


ws have written . Affairs. Inand 6 
ritain, the largeſt of all the European Iſlands, is 
0 rees of 50 and 59 of North La- 


tuated between the 


titude, and between 12 and. zo of Longitude; its great- of me co 
out fix hun- 


eſt Length from Dzz:by Head to. Dover, 
dred Miles, and its greateſt Breadth from Dover to the 
Land t End in Cornwall, about three hundred Miles; en- 


Jr art Air far more mild, ſweet and temperate, than 
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any part of the Continent. between the ſame Parallels. 
The Cold during the Winter, is not ſo piercing, nor the 


Heat in the Summer ſo ſcorching, as to inforce the Uſe 
of Stoves in the one, or Gxotto's in the other; and it is freer 
from Tempelts and Hurricanes, peſtilential Diſtempers, 
Famine and Earthquakes, than many other Countries are. 
No Country exceeds. it in the main Neceſſaties of by- 
man Lifg, as Fleſh, and Corn for Food, Wool and other 
Conveniencies for Raiment, and all ſorts of Materials 
for Building. The Excellency of this Country is appa- 
rent from thoſe tranſcendent Eulogies, given it both by 
ancient and modern Writers of all Nations, who declare, 
that ſhe is happy above all other Countries, whom 
Nature has enrich'd with all the Bleſſings of Heaven 
+ and Earth; in whom nothing is hurtful, nor nothing 
© defirable is wanting; a Maſter- piece of Nature, per- 
formed when ſhe was in the beſt and gayeſt Humour, 


© which ſheplac'd as a little World by it ſelf, upon the 


* Side of the greater, merely for the Delight of Man- 
* kind; the moſt accurate Model which ſhe propoſed to 
ger ſelf to beautify the other Parts of the Uniyerſe : 
© That her Vallies are like Eden, her Hills like Leba- 
© xox, her Springs as Piſzah, and her Rivers as Jordan: 
“That ſhe is the Paradiſe of Pleaſure, and the Garden of 
God; whoſe Walls are the Ocean, and the Lord Jeho- 
© vab her Defence. 17 3 | 


O fortunatos nimium, ſua ſi bona norint, Anglicanos ! 


Britain, A T his Country was by the Ancients call'd Britain, which 


| Alon. 


every Reader therefore chuſe which of them he pleaſeth. 


ſome derive from Brutus, the third by Deſcent from the 
Trojan Aneas, and others from the Britiſs Word Pryd 
Cain, a white Form; Mr. Cambden from Brith, which 


ſignifies painted, and Twi, ſignifying a Nation; for the 


ancient Britains us'd to paint themſelves. Mr. Somner 


. derives it from Brydio, which implies Heat and Fury, 


from the violent Motion of the Seas that ſurround it. 
But Bochart takes it from the Phænician Word Barat- 
Auac, and more contraCtedly, Bratanac, that is, a Land of 
Tin. It was alſo call'd Albion, from the Giant Albion, 
Neptune 's Son, or from the Word Ave, which ſignifies 
wiſe - White, or from the Word Alp which 85 
nifies High. But of theſe there is but little certainty ; Jet 


| White, or from the Hebrew Word 2 which like- 


This 
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This Country ſo enriched and beautified by Nature, Its ancient 


was ſoon inhabited after the Diſperſion of the Sons of Lab 


Noah; for 'tis related that the Poſterity of Gomer, the 
eldeſt Son of Japhet, firſt ſettled in Gaul, and othet 
neighbouring Countries ; and from thence part of them 

ba over into this Iſle, and ſettled here. One of Gomer's 
Deſcendanrs was named Britto, from whom the Name 
of Britains is derived, as tis thought by ſome ; when 
others, and not a few, according to what has been 
already hinted, affitm, that the Name Britain is! tak- 
en from Brutus, the Son of Silvias, the Son of A, 


canins, the Son of Aneas, a Trojan Prince. Silvias be- 


ing ſecretly married to a Niece of Lavinia, ſhe proving 
with Child, the whole Affair could no longer be hid from 
Aſcaniut, who commanded his Magicians to enquire 
whether ſhe had conceived Male or Female. They an- 
ſwered, that it was one that would be the Death both of 
his Father and Mother ; and that he ſhould be baniſhed 
for the Fact, but ſhould at length in a diſtant Country 
attain to the higheſt Honours. This Prediction was ful- 
filled to a Tittle; for his Mother dy'd in Travel; and at 
fifteen Years of Age, being a hunting with his Father, 
he unfortunately kill'd him with an Agrow ; for which 
Fact he was baniſhed by his Kindred. *He retired into 
Greece, and meeting with the Offſpring of Helenus, King 
Priam's Son, who were Slaves to Pandraſus then King, 
he joined with them, and ſoon became their Darling, 


| becauſe he excelled both in Virtue and Arms. Hence 
their Hopes began to revive, and they requeſt him to lead 


them the way to Liberty. Upon this, frequent Conſul- 
tations were held to deliberate on this weighty Affair: 
At length, conſidering their Numbers and Strength, be- 
ing join'd by Aſaracus a Noble Grecian Youth, they be- 
take themſelves to the Woods and Hills, which they 
fortify. Againſt whom King Pandraſus marches with 
all his Forces, and being encamped, by Night Brazas 
divides his Men into three Bodies, marches ſilently to- 
wards their Camp, attacks them unprovided, makes a 
great Slaughter amongſt them, and takes Pandraſus Pri- 
ſoner. Brutus now, having ſo favourable an Opportu- 
nity, reſolves tg confider of his own and his People's 
Affairs, and how to provide for their common Safety and 
Well-being. Immediately a Grand Council of all the 
Majores-Natn or Elders was convened; and after a long 
Debate concerning what was to be done with Pandraſus, 
their Royal Priſoner, it was reſolv'd, according to the 

B 2 Advice 


abi tants. 


Arnt us lands 8 1 
in Britain. duct, purſues his Voyage with the utmoſt Diligence, and 
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Advice of grave Mempricius, to demand the King's el- 
deſt Daughter in Marriage for their Leader Brutus, with 
a rich Dowry, then a ſufficient Number of Ships, Money, 


and Proviſions for their Voyage, to go and ſeek a new 


Place of Habitation. Upon this the King was brought 
into, the Aſſembly ; and being ſeated above all the reſt, 
was told that on theſe Conditions he might befree,otherwiſe 
| he mult prepare for Death. To which Conditions the King 
readily agrees ; and as ſoon as poſſible the Marriage was 
ſolemnized; a Fleet was fitted out with all manner of Pro- 
viſions, on which the Trojans embark'd and put to Sea; 
and after two Days Sail, they came to the Ifland Leagecia, 
now unknown, which was without human Inhabitants. 
Thoſe who were ſent out to make Diſcoveries, found a ru- 
ined City, in which there was a Temple and Image of 
Diana that gave Oracles; whom Brutus conſulting about 
a Place for their Settlement, the Anſwer was, That in 
zhe wide Ocean To of Gaul, there was a Land conve- 
uient for them; thither bend thy Courſe, there ſhalt thou 
reigy , and thy Poſterity ſhall conquer many Nations. 
rutus guided now, as he thought, by Divine Con- 


having gone thto' many Dangers, at length, arrives at 
Totnes, in De voaſbhire. This fill'd them all with Raptures 
of Joy, as being gor ſafe to the promiſed Land, where 
all their: Labours Toutd be at an End, and where they 
ſhould- enjoy Peace and Tranquillity. This Land at their 
Arrivat was poſſeſs'd only by a Gag of cruel Giants, 
who had devour'd the reſt of the Inhabitants. Theſe 
Bratus deſtroyed, except ſome few who lurk'd about in 
Cormnwal; and then in reference to his own Name, he 
call'd the Land Britain, which he divided amongſt his 
Followers; and Corzwal by Lot fell to Corineas, Which 
was fuitable to his Temper, that he might have the Op- 
rtunity to deſtroy thoſe Monſters, an Exercife he much 
elighted in. Things being thus regulated, Bratus and 
the Zrojars appointed a folemn Feſtival to be kept at the 
Place where they firſt landed: And when they were in 
the height of their Jollity, a Crew of theſe Savages broke 
in upon 'em, and flew many of them. But at length being 
overcome by Numbers, the Giants were all deſtroyeck 
but Goemagog the hugeſt of all, being in Height twelve 
Cubits, who was kept alive that Corineus might try his 
Strength with him. They engage, and in the-Conteſt 
the Giant gave Corineus ſuch a Hug that he broke three 
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of his Ribs; which ſo enraged Corizens, that, by main 
Force, he took him croſs his Shoulders, ran with him to 
a high Rock, and threw him headlong into the Sea; for 
which Reaſon the Clift to this Day is call'd Langoemagog, 
that is, the Giant's Leap. 

After this Brutus and his People march thro? the Coun- Bras 
try, and chuſe a Place, on which he built Teja Nova, — * 
call'd afterwards Trinovantum, now. London. And now 
ſome Laws were enacted for the better ſecuring the pub- 
lick Peace, (which was about the Time when Hel: was 
High Prieſt in Jadea) and Brutus having reigned twen- 
ty four Years, died, leaving behind him three Sons, vz. Dies. 
1 0 Camber, and Aibanactus, who by mutual Con- 
ſent divide the Land between themſelves. 

Locrinas the eldeſt took for his Share the middle Part, The Diviſ- 
call'd Loegria; Camber, that call'd Cambria, now Wales ; 2 che 
and Albanadtas, Albania now Scotland. Locrinus married 
Guendolæna, Daughter of Corineus, who being enraged 
at Locrmas's Intrigues with Eſtrildis, and becaule ſhe 
her ſelf was denied the King's Embraces, rais'd an Ar- 
my againſt her Husband Locrinus, who was kill'd in Bat- 
tel. Upon this Gzendolzna, her Son Maden being un- ,, ., 
der Age, took upon her the Government, and commanded rules. 
Eſtrildis, and her Daughter Habren, to be caſt into the 
River, which from. Habren was call'd Sabrina, now Ce- 
verne. Cuendolæna having been at the Helm for tafteen 
Years, reſigned the Crown to her Son Maden who was 34 
now of Age, and retir'd to her Father's Dominioas.. This reigas. 
was in the Days of Samuel. | 

Maden having govern'd the Land with Peace and Di- 
ligence for the Space of forty Years, died, leaving behind 
him two Sons, viz. Mempricius and Maulius. 

Mempricius the eldeſt ſucceeds his Father in the z,,,,;;u; 
Throne, and to prevent a Competitor, murdered his reigns. 
Brother Mavlias. Having thus got the Rule of the whole 
Iſland, he exercis'd great Tyranny upon the People, and 
deſtroyed almaſt all the Nobles, and —— over to 
unnatural Luſts, as he was a hunting in a Foreſt, he was 
devoured by Wolves, in the twentieth Year of his Reign. 

His Son Ebrancus ſucceeded him, a Mam of mighty x-auus. 
Strength. He was the firſt after Brute, that fitted out a Fleet, 
with which he ſail'd to France, invaded it, and returned 
with great Booty. He built Caerebranc, now York, and 
Mount Agnes, now Edinburgh. He had twenty Wives, who 


bore him twenty Sons and thirty Daughters: I he latter he 
| B 3 ſent 


Hudibras 
I eigns, 


Leir, 
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ſent into Italy, where they were married to the Nobles of 
the Trojan Line; and his Sons (except the eldeſt) into 
Germany, where by their Valour they gained a Kingdom. 


- After forty Years Reign Ebraucus died, and left his King- 


dom to his Son Brutus, who was ſirnamed Viride Scutum, 
Greenſhield, who after a ſilent Reign of about twelve 
Years, was taken away by Death, and left his Crown to 
be enjoyed by his Son Leyl. | 

| _ being got into the Throne, govern'd the Nation 
for ſome Years in perfect Peace, and with much Juſtice, 
but ſlacken'd towards the latter end, and by reaſon of this 
Slothfulneſs and Negligence, civil Diſſentions aroſe. He 
built, in the Days of Solomon, the City of Caerleyl, now 
Carlifle ; and atter he had reigned twenty five Years, he 
was ſucceeded by his Son Hadibras or Radhudibras, who 
having appeas'd the Commotions which his Father could 
not, and ſettled a Peace in the Nation, founded Caerkeynr, 
or Canterbury, and Caerguent or Wincheſter ; and having 
reigned thirty nine Years, Death made way for the Suc- 
ceſſion of his Son Baldudus or Bladud, who erected the 


Bath. This Bladud was a Man of great Invention, un- 


derſtood the Art of Necromancy, and taught it to o- 
thers: He made Wings and learned to fly, but deſigning 
to divert his Nobles with this ſtrange Exerciſe, he got 
on the Top of the Temple of Apollo in Trinovant, and 
flying from it, fell down and daſh'd himſelf to pieces, 
having reigned twenty Vears. | 

Leir his Son ſucceeded, who built Caer-Letr, now Lei- 


ceſter: He had no Male Iſſue, but only three Daughters, 


and growing very old, he determines to marry his Daugh- 
ters, and divide the Kingdom amongſt them; but firſt re- 
ſolves to try which of them reſpected. him moſt : The 
eldeſt declared ſhe loved him better than her own Soul ; 
the ſecond anſwered, that ſhe loved him above all Crea- 
tures ; and the third ſaid ſhe loved him as a Father, with 
which Anſwer being angry, he ſaid ſhe ſhould have no 
Share in the Kingdom. He married his eldeſt Daughter 
Goneril, to Maglaunus Duke of Allauia, and Regau his 
ſecond, to Henninns Duke of Cornwall, giving with them 


the half of his Kingdom, the other half to follow at his 


Death, Cordeilla was deprived of all for her Sincerity : of 
ſuch Force is Flattery {| But the old King ſoon found to 
his Coſt, the difterence between the one and the other ; 
for the two Dukes rebell'd againſt him, ſeiz'd on his 
Kingdom, and depoſed him ; and now.in the _— «1 

| 8 -. els, 


[| 


The Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 7 


ſtreſs, his two elder Daughters that flattered him before, 

refuſed him all manner of Relief. But the younger 
Daughter receives him chearfully, treats him with due 
Reſpe&; aſſiſts him with an Army againſt her two 
rebellious Brothers, overcomes them, and re-eſtabliſhed 

her Father on the Throne, who in the ſixtieth Year of 

his Reign died; whom Cordeilla with regal Solemnities 

buried at Leiceſter, and ſucceeded him in the Kingdom, Coracill. 
and ruled the Land five Years in Peace, until Morganzs 

and Cuuidagius, her Siſters Sons, not being able to brook, 

that the Kingdom ſhould be governed by a Woman, le- 

vied Forces againſt her, and in Battel took her Priſoner ; 

which ſhe not being able to bear, put an end to her Misfor- 

tunes, by killing her ſelff. 

Morganus and Cunidagius divide the Land between Myzamr | 

them. - Morganus-by Agreement had that part from they; 
Humber to Cathneſs; and becauſe he was the Elder, he 

thought all of Right belonged to him: Accordingly, with 

all his Fotces, he marches againſt the other, and invades 
Cunidagius's Country; who, on the other hand, put all 

Things in Order to oppoſe him. Diverſe Skirmiſhes hap- 

pened, till at length in a pitch'd Battel in Wales, Morga- 

#45 was beaten and killed, from whom the Place received 

its Name. Thus Cauuidagius became ſole Monarch of g, 
Britain, which he governed gloriouſly for about thirty“ * 
three Years; having done many Things for the good of 

his Subjects, who in return had an entire Affection for 

him. He died about the Time that Rome was built; 
and upou his Death, Ri vallo, his Son, aſcended the Throne ; Rν,. 
Who was a brave, wiſe and fortunate young Man, and 
2 the Nation diligently ; in whoſe Time, 'tis 

aid, it rain'd Blood and ſtinging Flies for three Days 
together, which occaſioned the Death of many Men. 

Rivallo being dead, Gargatizs his Son fucceeded him; muri, 
who was ſucceeded by Siſiiliat; and Siſillius was ſuc- ll. 
ceeded by Jago or Lago, the Nephew of Gargatizs. This Lago. 
Lago was ſucceeded by Kinimacizs, the Son of Siſillius, Kinimacins, 
whoſe immediate Succeſſor was Gorbodug, who. had two Gorbedrg. 
Sons, named:Ferrex and Porrex': Their Father growing Ferres, and 
old, theſe two Brothers contended for the Succeſſion; Porrex. 
both Parties raiſe what Forces they could; they join Bat- 

tel; Fortune favoured Porrex, who defeated his Brother's 
Army and ſlew him. Upon this the Mother, who 
paſſionately lovid Ferre, meditated Revenge on her 

Son Porren. This ſhe W , by 
1 4 the 
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became. extinct. Upon this, the whole Kingdom fell 
into civil Diſcords, and was rent into five Ane Go- 


tion of the Governors: But at length, God was pleaſed 


Men: _ was to have all the Country North of the 
Humber, and Belinus the reſt, but to be the ** 
ö SV. 0 
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of all, according to the Trojan Cuſtom, that the Younger 

ſtould ſubmir to the Elder. In this happy Eſtabliſhment, 

they lived in Peace five Years, till at length Hreunus, 

ſeduced by evil Counſel, Flatterers, and Fotgers of Lies, 

would 'no longer pay Obedience to his Brother, nor own 

him as his Sovereign; but went into Norway, entred into an 

Alliance with E//ng their King, and married his Daughter. 

Belinns, being informed of his Brother's Deſigns and Ab- 

ſence, ſeizes on his Dominions. Breunus gets a Fleet 

ready and fails for Eugland; in which Paſſage he was met 

by the King of Dexmark, who was paſſionately in Love 

with Breanzs's Lady; he attack'd Brennut, and took the 

Ship which carried his Lady; but his Ships being diſper- 

ſed by Storm, he was drove a Shore on Northumberland, 

where he was taken with the Lady by Belinus. Never- 

theleſs Brennzs — "5 Ships and Forces, lands in 

Britain, and fought with Belinus, but loſt the Day, 

with twenty thouſand Men, and almoſt all the Nor- 

vegtans lain, himſelf with one Ship only eſcaping in- 5 

to Frauce; where not being able to procure Aſſiſtance, he 

went to the Duke of Savoy, married his only Daughter, 

and after his Death, ſucceeded him in that Dutchy; 

where he raiſed an Army, got leave to march it thro? 

Gaul, and thence tranſported it into Britain. Beliuus Bremm ins 

made ready with his Army to oppoſe his Brother; and both Yates Bri- , 

Armies being drawn out, and ready to begin the Fight, 

Conuvenna their Mother, flew into the midſt of Brennus 8 

Troops, fell on his Neck, ſhewing him her Breaſts that' 

gave him ſuck, and prevailed on him to goto his Brother, 

who met him with Tranſport and Affection. Thus by 

the powerful Mediation of the Mother, the two Bro- 

taers were reconciled to each other; upon which they 

mutually agreed to unite their Forces and invade France, 

which being ſubdued they march to Rome, where the Roman: 

gave them Tribute, and delivered Hoſtages for Perform- 

ance. From thence the Brothers go for Germany, and 

in their Abſence, the Roman revolt: This cauſed their 

ſpeedy Return, and meeting with Oppoſition, they hang 

up twenty four noble Romans, the Hoſtages, and after a 

bloody and doubtful Battel, they take the City, giving it 

to the Soldiers to plunder. Brennus was put in Poſſeſſion 

of the City, which he governed in a tyrannical Manner. 

Belinus returned to Britain, built many Cities, repaired 

and beautified others, particularly Trinovant, where he 

crected a Gate, a Haven, and a Tower on the —_ 
| rom 
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from whoſe| Name it is now call'd Belin's-GCate; te- 
newed the Laws, ruled in greater Peace, Wealth.and 
Honour, than any of his Predeceſſors, and died univer- 
. oon nt i ir Mer 4 8 

Gurguntius Barbirus, Son of Beliuus, ſucceeded. him; 


and tho? he was poſſeſt with his Father's Courage, was a 


mild, modeſt, prudent and juſt King. He li his 


rebellious Subjects, ſail'd to Dexmar# to require his ITti- 


bute, which being denied, he kill'd their King, and ſub- 
dued that Kingdom. In his Return, about the Orcades, 
he met thirty ,Ships full of Men and Women, which 
were driven out of Spain to ſeek a new Habitation, who 
requeſted him that they might be ſettled in ſome part of his 
Dominions ; he had Compaſſion for them, granted their 
Requeſts, and ſent ſome of his own Men with them-to 


Peland firſt Ireland, then uninhabited, and gave them that Iſland to 


inhabited. 


8 
for a juſt and good Prince; his Wife's Name was Martia, 


hold of him as in Homage. He dy'd and was buried in 
Caerlegion, a City that he had walPd about. © 
. Guinthelmns his Son ſucceeded him; he is recorded 


much commended for her Wiſdom and Learning in all 
Arts. She framed the Laws which the Britains call'd 
the Martian Laws. From her the Province of Mercia 


- was named. Upon the Death of Gainthelinus, his Wife 


S$fllins, 


Kimarxs. 
Elatmns. 
Adorindus. 


Martia took upon her the Government, till her Son 
Silillius was of Age; during which Time the performed 
many worthy Acts. E 22127 | 7 
Siſillius her Son coming to Age, undertook the Ad- 
iniſtration of publick Affairs, and was ſucceeded in the 
Throne by Kimarzs his Son; and Elaunut his Brother 
ſucceeded him in the Throne. Then Morindzs his Son, 
by Tangueſtella a Concubine, ſucceeded: He was a Man 
of exceſſive Strength, valiant, and fair of Aſpect, but in- 
humanly cruel; who in his Anger, if he had any Wea- 
on in his Hand, ſpar'd neither Friend nor Foe. In his 
ime, a huge Monſter from the Iriſ Sea infeſled the 
Coaſts : Morindus attempted to deſtroy it, but was catch'd 
up in its horrible Mouth and devourecd. | 


Gortunianns, Moriudus at his Death left five Sons behind him, the 


eldeſt of whom named Gorbonianus ſucceeded him. He 


was the moſt juſt Man of his Age, and the very Bulwark 


of Juſtice, delighting thro' the whole Courſe of his Life, 
to perform due Honour to God, and all Right and Juſtice 
to the People. In his: Reigu the Nation abounded in 
Wealth and Plenty; Men of Deſert — 
1338-24 * Wit 
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with Honour and Preferment; the People were encou- 

raged and aſſiſted in their Labours and rades, and con- 

ſtantly protected againſt the Inſults and Oppreſſions of 

their Superiors; Violence and Wrong were ſeldom heard 

of; ſo that the Nation flouriſned above any of her Neigh- 

bours. His Death was a general Loſs: He was buried in 

Trinovant, and was ſucceeded in the Throne by his ſe- 

cond Brother Arehigallo, who, in all bis Actions, was Archige/te. 

the very reverſe of his Brother; for it was his Sport to 

depreſs the Nobles, into whoſe Places he put worthleſs 

Men, and rob'd the wealthy to fill his own Coffers; 

which Proceedings at laſt reſolving to bear no longer, 

they made an Inſurrection, and depos'd him. Elidurus Euduras, 

his Brother was choſen King in his ſtead, who not ſatiſ- 

fied with the depoſing of his Brother, made it his Study 

to get him reſtored; and being out a hunting met him 

accidentally, embraced him, and brought him home to 

his Palace where he hid him; and having ſent for all the 

Nobles, he ſolicited them one by one to conſent to his 

Brother's Reſtoration, which partly by T hreats, partly by 

Promiſes, he obtained. Upon this they went together to Herefignsts 

York, where Elidurus took off the Diadem from his own, 44%. 

and put it on his Brother's Head ; by which he abdicated 

himſelf from the regal Authority, to lead a retired Life. 

Elidurus gained the Name of Pius for his Carriage to- 

wards all Men, particularly to his Brother Arch:igallo, who 

being reformed as well as reſtored, ruled for the future 

juſtly. Elidurus after his Brother's Death, was again ad- EHu 2 

vanced to the Throne, and acted every thing worthy him- San advan 

ſelf; yet notwithſtanding that, and the Kindneſs he had 7h 

ſhewn his elder Brother, Vigenius and Peridure his two Yigerins and 

younger Brothers rebell'd againſt him, overcame him, — wu i 

took him Priſoner, and confined him in the Tower of 

Trinovant, and then divided his Kingdom ; the North to 

Peridare, the South to Vigeniut, who did not long ſur- 

vive; by which means Peridure became Maſter of 

all, but in a few Years died: And Elidurus after many 

Years Impriſonment, is a third time ſeated in the Throne; Exam x 

which at laſt he enjoyed long in Peace, and having lived third time 

a Life of Goodnels, Juſtice and Mercy, died, leaving a* 

good Example to his Succeſſors. | Eo, 
After his Death, Regin, a Son of Gorbonianns, ob- Regin, 

tained the Crown, who followed the Example bf his 

Uncle, in adminiſtring Juſtice and Mercy to the People, 

and never deviating from the Ways of Righteouſneſs. 

N Mor ganu: 
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tings, Morganus the Son of Archigalls facceeded this good , 


King, and ruled the People in Peace, doing Juſtice to all, 
after the Example. of his Parents. Eueriauus his Brother 
ſucceeded him, who took quite different Courſes, for 
ſetting alide all manner of Juſtice, he exerciſed great Ty- 
ranny, Which ſoon ſet the People againſt him, whom they 

| hated and his evil Adminiſtration, which grew to ſuch a 

W . that when he had reigned fix Years, he was de- 

ed; in whoſe room they placed Idvallo his Kinſman. 

fdvallo, &c 12 was a juſt King, and was ſucceeded by the Son of 
Peridarns ; after him Gerantizs, the Son of Elidarus; 


Emerianas. 


after him his Son Catellus; after him Coilus; after him 
Cherimus, who had three Sons, viz. Falgenius, Eleadus 
and Audrogeus, who ſucceeded one another in the Throne: 
Then the Son of Androgeus; to him Eliud; to him De- 
dacus; to him Clotenus; to him Gargizens; to him Me- 


rianus; to him Bledicus; then Capthen Oenus; then Si- 
ſillius; twenty Kings in a continued Race, that either did 
nothing worthy of Note, or lived in an Age that wrote 
nothing of the Deeds of theſe Kings. But to make up 
this Chaſm, Blegabridus ſucceeded, who very much ex- 
celled the former Ages in Songs and Muſick, ſo that he 
ſeemed to be the God of Sports; and we ſhould have 
been much obliged to bim, had he been ſo kind to have 
left us an account of his twenty Predeceſſors, tho" only 
in a Song: But as we have nothing of twenty Kings 
before him but their Names, ſo have we nothing but the 
Names of nine Kings immediately after him, viz. Ar- 
chemailus his Brother; then Eldon; then Redion,; then 
| Rodricins ; then Saſnel; then Peninſel ; then Pir; then 
Capoirus ; then Eliguelitius, his Son, a juſt and a good 


. i 
Hi Son Hely who ſucceeded him, and reigned forty 


Years, had three Sons, viz. Lad, Calſibelau, and Neunius. 
Lad the eldeſt ſucceeded his Father, and was ſtyl'd the 
glorious Builder of Cities; he repaired Trinovant, and 
encompaſſed it with a Wall, on which he erected a very 
great Number of Towers; he built Ladgate, he made 
this City the Metropolitan in it kept his Court, and 
called it Caer-Lud, that is Lads-T own, now Lenden: He 
was a warlike Man, and very profuſe in Feaſting; at length 
he dy'd\and was buried near the Gate he had erected. He 
left two Sons, Audrogeut and Tenantius, who by reaſon 
of their tender Age, were uncapable of Governing; and 


Caſibelauns, who was much in favour of the People, oh 
| taine 


Huts 
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tained the Crown, yet was vety generous to his Bro- 


ther's two Sons; for to Androgens he gave London with 
Kent, and to Texantins, Cornwall, reſerving to himſelf 
a Superiority over them andthe reſt of the Princes. 

Thus have we bfiefly ran thro? the Story of the antient 
Britains, and leave it to the Choice of all Men, whether 
they will believe it, or look upon it as only a Legend of 
idle Dreams; becauſe the Collectors thereof have been 
obliged to travel hitherto in the dark. But from the Ar- 
rival of the Romans in this Iſland, the Story is by ſo ma · 
ny good Authors made ſo very plain and ſo wel! atteſted, 


chat every one that reads it with Attention, will be obli- 


ed to acknowledge, that the Facts therein mentioned 
Tra really happen in this Nation, in the Reigns and Times 


by they are there related. And in order to make this Hif- 


tory of univerſal Uſe, we ſhall give a ſhort Account of 
the Inhabitants, and deſcribe their Perfons, Manners; 
Cuſtoms, their religious and civil Affairs, and their Di- 
ſtribution, when Ceſar invaded this Ifle. | 


13 


The Britains were very numerous and powerful, 2 Deſcription 
barbarous and idolatrous People, and yet they had a na- 0 


tural Generoſity and Bravery, and conſtantly oppoſed Sla-" 


very, from their Senſe of the Charms of Liberty. They 


had more Wit and Ingenuity than the Gaz/s, and mote 


Honeſty than the Romans. As to their Bodies, they were 
generally tall, and of a very ſtrong Conſtitution; their 
Hair was generally of a yellowiſh Colour; the Women 
were fair and beautiful, and had excellent Features: Both 
Sexes uſed to colour their Bodies with Woad, which ten- 
dred them of a Sky Colour. They were extremely re- 

clar in their Diet, living only on Veniſon, Fruits, and 
Milk, but had not learnt to make Cheeſe. Their uſual 
Drink was Water, and a Liquor made of Barley, and 
they defended themſelves againſt the Weather and Sea- 
ſons with very little Cloathing. Their Buildings and Hou- 
ſes were as mean as their Diet or Clothes; for they gave 
the Natne of Towns to certain Woods, which they had 
fortified with Ditches and Rampires, in which they built 
Hats to live in; others diſperſed themſelves where they 


pleas'd, at ſmaller or greater Diſtances from each other, 


as they were invired by, the Fertility of the Soil, or the 
Convenience of Water and Wood. The chief Towny 
were near the Sea Coalts, for the Convenience of Com- 
merce with Strangers, who came to buy, ſell, or exchange 
Wares with thoſe of the Iſland. The 2 

that 
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that were exported, were chiefly Hides and Tin, and a © 
few other Things, as Ivory Boxes, Sheers, Bits and Bri- 
dles, c. and as their Traffick was mean and inconſi- 


derable, ſo was their Coin and Shipping. The former was | 
only Braſs and Iron Rings, which made to a certain ts: 
Weight, ſerved for their current Coin; the latter were AX] 
ſmall Veſſels built of light Wood, covered over with | her 
Skins. The ancient Britains differed in one particular n 
from all Nations; that is, they had a Community of and 
Wives by Conſent, eſpecially Brothers with Brothers, and they 
Fathers with Sons; ten or twelve Men would have Wives _y 
together in common ; and the Child was accounted his who Thy 
firſt married its Mother, tho* brought up in common. This One 
odd Cuſtom was much taken notice of at Reme; and 1 
the Empreſs Julia upbraided a Britiſb Lady with it, as a tel 
| Cuſtom infamous in the Women, as well as in the Men; 85ʃ 
to whom the Lady, having diſcovered ſome Intrigues a- -- 
mong the Romans, reply'd, We do that openly with the Fo | 
beſt of our Men, which you do privately with the worlt | Bay 
of yours. | | | 1 
Their Reli- The Religion of the Britains was full of Superſtition, | q 
and in their Sacrifices they offered Men's Fleſh. They pr 
worſhip'd Dis, Fapizer, Apollo, Diana, and the like, but bir 
in a particular Manner, Andate for their Goddeſs of | * 
Victory. In all religious Matters, they had their Prieſts i z 
and Inſtructers, the chief of which were called Druid, Fon 
who had the Management of all Sacrifices, were Inter- 1 8 1 
reters of all Myſteries, had the Education of the better ( pe a 
ort, and were the Judges throughout the Nation; for# th wy 
they approv'd of all Laws, determined all Controverſies, tn ih 
=. appointed Rewards and Puniſhments, at Diſcretion: | yy 
If any refuſed to obey their Decrces, they were immedi- BY Not 
ately excommunicated ; upon which all Perſons avoided? 185 
their Converſation; they were excluded the Benefit of the Alle 
Law, and were rendred incapable of all Honours and Goy 
Dignities : When on the other hand, theſe ſanctified WF _ -.. 
Druids were exempt from all military Duties, Taxes and BY by ſe 
Impoſts; and they cunningly forbid their DoQtrines from 81 f 
being committed to writing, that the Vulgar ſhould f % 

not - acquainted with their myſterious Learning. They} 


taught the Immortality and Tranſmigration of the Soul, 


to excite their Courage; likewiſe the Motion of the 1. 
Stars, the Magnitude of the heavenly Bodies, and of the} 
Earth, the Nature of Things, and the Power of the im- 
mortal Gods. Another ſort of religious DD - 

| | called| 
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| called Bards, whoſe Office was to fing to the Harp the 


Songs they had compoſed on the Exploits of famous 


ots, which with ſhort Scythes faſtened to the ends of the Fighting: 


en. «Ora 
The Britains were 55 to fight very much in Chari- Manner of 


Axle-Trees, gave cruel Wounds, great Terror, and made 
fierce Charges upon the Ranks of their Enemies. Some- 
times they Would leave their Chariots and fight on Foot, 
and if preſsd, would with incredible Speed remount. Thus 
they maintained in Battel the Steadineſs of the Foot, and 
the Speed of the Horſe, and in an Engagement were 
firm and immoveable. Their common Arms were ſmall 
Shields, and very large Swords, but they had no Hel- 
mets; which ſhewed a more eager Deſire of wounding 
their Enemies, than defending themſelves. Their Dag- 

ers and Spears were ſhort. They could endure Hunger, 
Cold, and all ſorts of Labour, with admirable Patience; 
for they would continue in the Bogs many Days without 
Food, and in the Woods they would live long upon the 
Bark of Trees and Roots. 

The Britains were divided into many ſmall. Nations, 
under as many petty Princes ; but whether theſe ſmall 
Principalities deſcended by Succeſſion, or were eleQive 
by the Advantages of Age, Wiſdom, or Valour, in the 

amilies of the Prince, is not recorded : But upon great and 
imminent Dangers, the chief Commander of all their 
Forces, was uſually choſen by common Conſent in ge- 
neral Aſſemblies, as Caſihelauus was againſt Cæſar's Inva- 
ſion. Theſame was done upon the Britains revolt againſt 
the Romans, under Caractacus and Boadicea; for among 
them, Women were admitted to their Principalities and 
general Commands, either by the Right of Succeſſion, 

obility of Birth, or eminent Qualifications. In com- 
mon Caſes, every Province or Principality only paid 
Allegiance to their own particular Prince ; and as their 
Governments were confined to certain Bounds and Li- 
mits, ſo were the Inhabitants divided and diſtinguiſhed 
by ſeveral Denominations; of which we find the Names 
of ſeventeen in that part of Britain called England and 
Wales: Which are as follow. 


' 


The preſent County of 


1. The Conti E E 
2. The Regni:i & YSuſex and Surry. 
3. Ihe Darorriges = GC Dorſetſhire. * 
* 4. The 
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Damnonii | {Devonſhire and C ornwall. = :.. 
| 4 Thi | Somerſetſhire, Wi 1irſhire *Y mw 
5. The Belge | and Hampſhire. qua 
6. The Attrebatii Berkfhire. mol 
n Glouce Ferfoire and O x- the 
7. The Donuni ford ire. 4 mp 
- enen "= ? Warwickſhire , Buck- had 
8. The Caticachlani | 2 22 and Bedl- had 
err | 1 1; | ni 
9. The Trinobantes 4 A e, , r 
2 2 Suffolk, 5 Cam- 
10. The Iceni 4 bridgeſhire, and Hun- 
X zingtonſhire, * 
Lincoluſpire, Leiceſter- © 
| ' Hire, Rutland, „ 
11. The Coritan | ire, Nottin * 
| ire, and Northamp- 
| 22 ſbire. = Fro 
S Vorceſterſpire, Sta- 1} 
72. The Cornavi 2 ford ire, Shropſhire, 0 
| = Cheſhire, l J 
8 2 7775 . 
3. The Brigantes — arbam, Weſtmor - © 
13 8 S land and C 6 11 oh 2 
Le Cou with 
14. The Ottadini four other Counties in 2 
4 fouroth 


c Hercfordſbire, with four : 
| Counties in Wales, 
| : viz. Radnorſhire , ® 
15. The Silures Brecknockſhire, Mon- 
1 and Gla- 


. e 


Five ive . in Wales, 
Monigomeryſbire, 
Merioneth ſpire, Car- 
narvanſhire , Flint- 


be — Denbigh- | 


| 95 "ref of Wales 
17. The Dimetæ viz. Carmarthenſbire, 

Fi 3 2 — , and 
FA * Cardiganſpire. 


16. The Ordovices 


Theſe 
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The Britains thus divided and ſeparately governed, 
being a fierceand warlike People, had frequent Encount- 


4 ers amongſt themſelves, the petty Princes perpetually 


quarrelling with each other, whote Reſentments for the 
molt part, could not be laid, but with the Blood of each 
others Subjects. This Diſ-union among them contribu- 


ted very much to the Romans Advantage over them; for 


had they together concerted the common Intereſt, Ceſar 


'Y had found it more difficult to have got Footing here. 
This was the State of Britain, and theſe their Diviſions, 
gat the Time when the Rowar:s firſt invaded it. 
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ful Gazls, reſolved to attempt the Reduction of this Chriſt 53. 


Iſle; that by Conqueſt he might join thoſe Countries 


Ambition being fired with the Proſpect of new Additions 


F to the Roman Empire, and new Glories to himſelf, in 
che 54" Year before Chriſt he refolv'd on an Expedi- 


tion into this Iſle. But being unacquainted with the 
Places, Ports and Havens of Britain, he prepared a Gal- 


iy, in which he ſent C. Voluſenus, a Tribune of his Ar- 


my, to make what Diſcoveries on the Coaſt he could; 
who after five Days Search returns to Gaul, and ac: 
quaints Cæſar with what he had obſerved during his ſhort 
Cruiſe. The Britains, having received Advice from the 
Merchants, of Cæſar's Deſigns, ſent Ambaſſadors into 

aul, offered Hoſtages, and promiſed Obedience to the 
Lomans, Ceſar exhorts them to continue in that Re- 
ſolution, diſmiſſes them with all Marks of Civility, and 
ſends with them Comrns * to ingage them to 

| con- 


: ] ULIUS C ASAR, having conquered the power- Year before 


which had been ſeparated by Nature. Accordingly, his car's firſt 
54 Expedition 
into Britain, 
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continue faithful to the Romans, and t acquaint them 4 8 


that himſelf deſigned them a Viſit in Perſon: But the 


treacherous Britains impriſoned Comius as ſoon as he 1 

In the mean time Cæſar having drawn together eight) 4 
Tranſports, on which he imbark'd two Legions of Sol. ff 
diers, amounting to about 25000, and eighteen Veſſeh ;+ 
more for his Cavalry, which were in Number about 470 { 
ſail'd about three in the Morning, from the Coaſt of b 


Morini, now Picardy, with a proſperous Gale; about for I 

the next Day he arrived on the Britiſßh Coaſt near Dover, . 

but judg'd it not proper to land there, becauſe the Pon fo 

was narrow and ſurrounded with Hills, and thoſe Hill C 

i _ Covered with Soldiers to prevent his Deſigns. He then fo 
proceeded about eight Miles to the Northward, and came an 

Caſe lands to an Anchor near Deal, where he waits the Arrival of hu ne 
« Deal: whole Fleet. The Britains perceiving his Deſign, im B, 
mediately diſpatch'd their Horſe and Chariots to preven C. 

his landing, the Foot following with the utmoſt Exped. all 
tion. The Romans here laboured under great Difficul-F ge 
ties; the Water being ſhallow, their larger Ships could no pat 

et near the Shoar, ſo that the Soldiers were obliged i mi 

jump from their Ships into the Water, under heavy A., for 
mour, and contend at once both with the Waves ane | 
Enemy. The Britains on the other hand knew the Ground ai; 

and were not incumber'd ; 1o that the Romans were muct tra 
difhearten'd , and could not exert their uſual Courag 415 

and Bravery. To retrieve which, Ceſar commands a gif 

the Gallies and Boats to be man'd, and to row up to th, this 
Britaias and employ their Slings, Darts and Arrows 2 Ga 
gainſt them; which Veſſels, Slings and Engines ſo fright hig! 

ned the Britains, that they ſoon gave Ground. But thi? tae! 
Romans not perſuing their Advantage as they ought, th der: 
Standard-Bearer of the tenth Legion firſt invoking th , Mi 


Gods, that this Action might prove ſucceſsful and glor, Th. 
ous, cried out, Leap down, my brave Soldiers, unlef viſic 
ou would betray the Roman Eagle to the Enemy; fe and 
am reſolved to perform my Duty to the Publick an, f wht 
to the General: Upon theſe Words he threw himſcl2# Lib 
into the Sea, boldly advances towards the Enemy, an floy 
was as courageouſly followed by the reſt of the Sotdia wor 
to the Shore. They fought with Valour and Fury o and 
both Sides. Victory for ſome time inclin'd to neithe , Poſt 
The Britains who well knew their own Advantages, an age 
expertly uſed them, now in the Shallows, now on th Brit 
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it them 1 Sands, as the Romans advanced to their Eagle, received 
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But the them, diſpatched them, and with the Aſſiſtance of their 
n as he Horſe miſerably galled them, and put them every where 
into great Diſorder; which Ceſar perceiving, he imme- 
r eight diately ſent his Boats with Relief wherever it was need- 
of Sol. ful, till at laſt having landed all his Foot, and marched 
Veſſeh them on dry Ground, in good Order, they attacked with 
ut 4 ſo much Fury that they toon put the Britains to flight; The Britains 
Coaſt oF but could not perſue their Advantage for want of their ** beuen. 
but four? Horſe, which were not yet arrived. In this confuſed 
Doren, Fight, tis related that one Scæva a Roman Soldier, with 
the Pon four others, advanced ſo far, till being deſerted by his 
fe Hill Companions, he was ſurrounded by his Enemies, when he 
He then F fought with incredible Courage, till at length being wearied 
id came and wounded, he ſwam back, beg'd Pardon for his Raſh- 
il of hi f neſs, was excuſed, and advanced to a Centurion. The 
gn, im Britains being thus defeated, they ſent Ambaſſadors, and 
preven Comins their Priſoner, to Ceſar, to beg Peace, charging 
Expedi. all Misbehaviour on the Multitude and their own Impru- 
Difficul dence. Ceſar willing toſhew Mercy as well as Courage, A Peace con- 
ould no pardon'd them, received ſome Hoſtages, had more pro- cluded. 
liged to miſed, and ſo concluded a Peace with the Britains on the 
avy AF fourth Day after his landing in the Iſle. 
aves anc Soon after this Peace was eſtabliſhed, the Roman Af- 
Ground fairs began to decline; for their eighteen Ships which 
re muet tranſported the Horſe, no ſooner came in Sight of Bri- 
Courage tain near Ceſar's Camp, but they were by a ſudden Storm 
aands a diſpers'd, driven back, and molt loſt; and what added to 
Ip to th this Misfortune, the ſame Night, it being full Moon, the 
rows + Gallies that were drawn on Shore were filled with the 
ſo fright>F high Tide, and the Ships of Burthen fo ſhattered, that 
But th taey were unfit for Service. This Loſs was ſo conſi- 
aght, the derable, that Suetonius accounts it the firſt of the three 
king th2F Misfortunes that befel Cæſar in all his Undertakingg. 
ad glotf The Romans being thus in want of Horſe, Ships and Pro- 
„ unleß viſions, the Britains immediately reſolved on a Revolt, The Britains 
my; fes and in a general Aſſembly declared all ſuch as impious revolt. 
lick an f who refuſed to join with the Heavens to regain their 
bhimſeb Liberty. But Ceſar ſuſpecting their Deſigns, by their 
my, an, f flow Performance of Covenants, provided againſt the 
dien worſt by laying in Corn and all other Provifions , 
ry 02 and repairing his Fleet. Whilſt Affairs ſtood in this 
neitheſ FF Poſture , the ſeventh Legion being ſent out to for- 
ges, any age, expecting no Reſiſtance , were ſet upon by the 
v ON ti 


Britains, and ſurrounded by their Horſe and Chari- 
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The Britains 
defeated. 
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ots. The Romans were by their Numbers and manner 


FE 


of Fighting ſoon brought to the greateſt Difficulties, and B. 
even to Deſpair; till Cæſar came to their Aſſiſtance, when — 
they reſumed their Courage, the Britains were aſtoniſuj- Py 
ed, and deſiſted from any farther Engagement at that 10. 
Time. But being reſolved to free themſelves for ever bu 
from foreign Power, they aſſembled in greater Numbers un 
from all Parts, boldly march'd up to the Roman Camp, and ne. 
attack'd them; but were ſoon put to flight by the Romans,, ra 
who perſued their Advantage with a'dreadtul Slaughter, 2 
and burnt their Country for many Miles together. Hh 
The Britains being thus vanquiſh'd, ſend an Embaſſy an 
to Ceſar, begging Peace, and promiſing Subjection: Cæſar, ſy 
ſeverely reproving their Treachery and Behaviour, con- * 
ſidering the Neceſſity of his own Affairs, granted their of 
Requeſt, impoſing double Hoſtages on them. The Sea- "©: 


A Peace con- 
cluded and 
Caſar re- 
curns. 


A. ante C. 
52. 


a ſecond Deſcent on this Iſle. Accordingly with incre- M. 
dible Induſtry, having from all Parts got together 800 Veſ- an. 


Cæſar in- 
vades Bri- 
tan again, 


der the Command of Q. Atrius to guard the Ships, march'd 


The Bri- 
14ins de- 


teated. 


ſon being now far advanced he ſet Sail from Britain, and K 
ſafely arrived with his whole Fleet on the Continent of 
Gaul. Caſar having given the Senate an Account of 
this uncommon Expedition, they honoured him with a a2 C 
Proceſſion of twenty Days. _— Br 
The Winter following, Ceſar returned to Italy, whence /}* 
he came back into Gaul, and finding that the Britains had 
not ſent the Hoſtages they had promiſed, he reſolved on 


ſels, moſt of them new built, low and broad, both for - 
the Conveniency of landing and tranſporting Men, * 


Horſe and Proviſions, on which he embark'd five Legi- 
ons, and two thouſand Horſe ; at Midnight he ſet Sail M 
from Portus Itins, at or near Boloign in France, The next 4 : 
Day he arrived on the Briziþ Shore, at the ſame Place a0. 
where he landed the Year before. The Britains being au 


terrified with theſe mighty Preparations, and the Approach = 
of ſo powerful a Navy, left the Coaſt, and retired into wit 
the Country: So that the Romans had an Opportunity to Nur; 


land their Forces, without the leaſt Danger or Hazard. 
Ceſar, leaving ten Cohorts and three hundred Horſe un. po 


in the Night Time twelve Miles up into the Country, e 
diſcovered the Britaint on the River Stoner in Kent, and 
giving them Battle they were ſoon repulſed by the Roman 
Cavalry. The Britains fled to the Woods, which were (+ 
{trongly fortified as well by Art as by Nature. The K- 5 
mans vigorouſly perſuing their Advantage, followed the 

| | Britains, 


4 
— 
ay 
. 
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way pre Britains to theſe very Woods. Some of the Soldiers 
5 = locked their Shields together like a Roof, whilſt others un- 
Jnr der their Cover raiſed a Mount; they attack'd, ſtorm'd, and 
it thar (oon took theſe Fortreſſes, and drove the Britains thence, 
\r ever but Ceſar having his Camp to fortify that Night, and being 
\mbers unacquainted with the Country, left off the Perſuit. The 

2 next Day he divided his Army into three Bodies, in order 
4 Jpeg to perſue his Advantage, but was prevented by the me- 
2 lancholy News of the Diſaſter of his whole Fleet, which 
Ws having loſt their Anchors and Cables, were driven a Shore, — 
mbaſſ and for the moſt part ſtranded; upon this he and his Ar- deſtroyed. 
C wx my returned to the Sea Coalt, where he found forty Veſ- 
- Con. ſels entirely loſt, the reſt in a miſerable Condition, He 
7 


d their ſends into Gaul to his Lieutenant for a ſpeedy Supply, and 
je Sea. keſolves to refit part of his Fleet with the Ruins of the 
„, and keſt; in order to which he undertakes a ſtupendous piece 
ent of of Work, drawing all his Ships into his Camp; which was 
unt or Completed in ten Days time, by the indefatigable T oil of 
with : his Soldiers, who laboured both Night and Day. Then 

= Czſar returned to the Woods, where he had defeated the 
Britains, but found there to his Surpriſe, greater Numbers 


wo than before, who with one common Conſent, had cho- 
ved on ſen Caſibelauus their General. Caſibelanus with his Horſe 
incre. and Chariots, briskly encounter'd the Romans in their 


o Veſ. March, which occaſioned much Bloodſhed on both Sides; 

oth for and after ſome Ceſſation, as the Romans were fortifying 3 
Men, their Camp, the Brizaizs attack ' d the advanced Guards, | * the Ad. 
Leei. Charged thro? two of Ceſar's beſt Cohorts, which he had vantage over 
5 ſent to ſupport them, and retreated without the Loſs of a the Romans. 


0 _ Man. Ceſar himſelf confeſſes their Advantage over the 
Place Romans, and very much admires their Courage and Con- 
p being duct. The Succeſs of the next Day differed much from 


the former; for as they attack'd three Legions that were 


1 out a Foraging, they were repulſed, beaten and Perſued .. 3 
nity to with great Slaughter; upon this the Auxiliaries drew oft — 1 
Jazard. and retired to their own Countries, ſo that the Bri- 

rſe un- -_ never after encounter'd the Romans with their full 

118 OwWer. 

— Caſibelanus being thus deſerted, withdrew into his own 

„. and Territories, with only four thouſand Chariots, and to 

Romas prevent the Romans farther Progreſs, he fortifics the Ri- 

1 were er Thames that was fordable, with ſharp Stakes, near 


he Ro- Coway-Stakes in Middleſex. Notwithſtanding this, the — 
ed the Romans per ſued him, paſs'd the River up to the Chin, besten. 
beat off the Britains, and marched farther up into the 
BY | C3 Country. 


3ritains * | 


: * ” WP 
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Country. At the News of which the chief City of the . = 

' The Trine- Trinobantes ſent Ambaſſadors to Ceſar , and diſhonour- * 


bees ſab- ably ſubmitted to him, begging that Mandubrace one of : 4 
_ Ceſar's Followers, whoſe Father Caſibelanus had depoſed | 
and ſlain, might be made Governor of their City. This | E 
Ceſar readily agreed to, demanding forty Hoſtages, and — 
Proviſion for his Army, which they performed with all | — 
Expedition; prefering the poor Satisfaction of indulging 1 — 
their own Diſcontents, before the common Cauſe of x 
their native Country. From their ſcandalous Example y 
many ſmall States followed, ſubmitted to Cæſar, and - . 
treacherouſly diſcovered to him the Power and Place of 5 
Cafibelannss Abode, which was at Verulam, now St. kn 
Albau's, a Place then well fortified with Woods and ter t 
Moraſſes. Ceſar belieged the City, ſtorm'd it at two Ml 
gt. Alban Places at once, and ſoon took it with the Slaughter of — 
taken. many of the poor Inhabitants, and got a great Booty of — 


— 


Cattle. Upon this Loſs Caſibelanus as his laſt Refuge, 
procured four petty Kings of Kent, viz. Cingetorix, Car- 
vilius, Taximagulus, and Segonax to aſſemble their For- 
ces, and attack the Roman Camp that guarded their Ships: 
A glorious Enterprize! had the Succeſs been anſwerable 
to the Deſign; but the Britains were repulſed, and Cin- 
getorix taken Priſoner. Caſibelauus os his Country | 
thus waſted, his Deſigns blaſted, and himſelf abandoned MY i 

by the traiterous Revolt of many Cities and States, ſent | We 


— 
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| Comius of Arras to mediate a Peace, which on the Ac- —— 
count of his Valour and the advanced Seaſon, was rea- dog. 
dily granted : But that the Conditions might be faithfully with 


kept, Cæſar demanded a ſufficient Number of Holtages ; 


EE In 


A peace con- that they ſhould pay annually to the Romans three thou- BY To 


| cluded, a ſand Pounds, and that Maudubrace ſhould be ſecure with fone 
| ner of m- his Triuobantes, Theſe unhappy Diviſions of the Bri- = 
| Pm zains made way for future Conqueſts. Theſe Things diſco 
| Cſ#7 leaves being thus adjuſted, Ceſar embark'd with his whole Ar- be fi 
| che lle. my, ſails from Britain, ſoon arrives in Gaul, having ra- ſentr 
i ther ſhewn Britain to the Romans, than given them Poſ- ing!) 


ſeſſion of it, ſuppoling it Glory ſufficient to have at- 
tempted a Thing ſo uncommon and difficult: And havin decl: 


ſhewn at Rome the Britiſh Captives, whoſe Attire an Co 

Behaviour fill'd the Peoples Eyes with Delight and Ad- — 
miration, at the ſame Time he offered to Venus, the whh 
Patroneſs of his Family, a Breaſt-Plate, embroidred with diffe, 


Britiſh Pearls, as a Trophy and Spoil of the Ocean. and 
Ceſar in his own Writings gives us an Account of his two | 


1 
| 
| 
| Expe- 
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Expeditions into this Ifle ; and he departed, leaving the 
Britains in Poſſeſſion of their own Kings and their own 
Laws. | 5 

After Julius Cæſar's Departure, for above a hundred 
Vears we have very little Account of the Affairs of 
Britain; only that tho' the Inhabitants became more 
known to the Romans, yet they continued in a great Mea- 


Succeſlor, neglected this Iſland, as a Country whoſe A- 
mity or Enmity was of no Moment to the Romans. Yet 
about twenty Years after, Auguſtus advanced as far as 
Gaul, in order to reduce Britain to his Obedience, but 
was diverted by a Revolt in Pannonia. Seven Years at- 
ter that, he entred Gaul with the ſame Reſolution, but 
was ſtopped in his Progreſs, by the Diſorders of that Pro- 
vince, and the Arrival of Britiſb Ambaſſadors to beg a 
Peace. The next Year he reaſſumed the ſame Deſign, 
but was prevented by Commotions in other Parts. 
berius his Succeſſor, not being ambitious of extending the 
Roman Empire, took no Notice of the Britains, and they 
not willing to provoke him, ſent back the Soldiers of 
Cermanicus, who were caſt away on the Brizif Shores. 


| ſure free from their Power. For Auguſtus, Julius Cæſar's Augaſtus. 


t= Nberius 


But his Sueceſſor Caligula, that wild and diffolute Tyrant, Catiges. 


having paſs'd the Alps to pillage the Empire, and bein 
excited by Adminius the Son of Cynobelinus a Briti 
King, who being baniſhed by his Father, fled to him with 
a ſmall Party; he made a Shew of invading Britain, but 
being come to the Sea - ſide, ſhewing the Marks of Ex- 
travagancy and Folly, he returned as he came; Yet not- 
withſtanding he ſent to the Senate ſuch boaſting Letters, 
as if he had entirely conquered the whole Iſland. 


Thus for about ninety five Years, under the Reigns of A. P. 43. 


four Emperors, the Britains continued free from the Ro- 


man Yoke: But Claudius being ſolicited by Bericus, a Clandins. 


diſcontented Britain, (who had rather his Country ſhould 
be ſubdued by a foreign Power, than quit his private Re- 
ſentments) to make a Deſcent upon this Iſle ; accord- 
ingly in the ſecond Year of his Reign, he ordered A. Plau- 
tius to attempt the ſame ; but his Soldiers refus'd to march, 
ceclaring, that they would not make War out of the 
Compats of the World; for ſo they judged Britain to lye. 
But Narciſſus the Emperor's Favourite, at length prevailed 
with them, ſo that they embark'd and fail'd from three 
different Ports, but by contrary Winds were driven back 
and diſheartned, till in the Night, a ſtrange Meteor ſhoot- 
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ing Flames from the Eaſt, directing their Courſe, as they diſar. 
thought, they renewed their Courage, put to Sea again, ME theſe 
Plantins in- and landed in Britain without any Oppoſition, the In- to P. 
_ 37% habitants being retired to the Woods and Moraſſes. Plau- ing b 
ain. , L f 
tius marches in Queſt of them, at length diſcovers them, New 

engages firſt with Caractacus, then with Tegadumuus, o- great 

And Defeats Verthrew them, and reduced part of the Dobuni to his ſary 
che Brit. Power. Leaving a Gariſon, he marched towards a Ri- Rome 
ver, where the Britains thought themſelves ſecure, ima- creed 
gining that the Romans could not paſs it without a Bridge; ¶ coun 
but the Germans ſwam over in their Arms, and according herea 
as they were commanded, ſtruck directly at the Horſe, bj tainec 
which means the Chariots were ſoon rendred uſeleſs. To time, 
ſupport them he ſent the famous Yeſpaſian, with his Bro- that « 
His Succeſ- ther Sabinus, who did great Service and Execution: But  tred , 
es. the Britains the next Day engaged them ſo reſolutely, that the P 
Victory for a long time inclined to neither Side; til! ⁵ Wor 
Sidius Geta, after he had been near taken Priſoner, gave thirty 
them ſuch an Overthrow, that, tho' he never had been Natit 
Conſul, he had the Honour of a Triumph granted him at Vecti 
Rome. | 2 umpl 
Theſe Misfortunes obliged the Britains to retire to IF Con! 
the Mouth of the Thames, and being acquainted with of T 
thoſe Places, they croſſed over; the Romans followed; the BI gain” 
Germans by ſwimming , the reſt by a Bridge ſoon got F A 
over, attacked the Britains, and kill'd great N umbers; but rius i 
falling amongſt the Bogs and Meres, they loſt many of the I 
their Men, | k 0 
Plautius now began to conſult his own Safety, and | in 
finding the Britains reſolved to revenge the Death of FF vince 
Togadumnnus, he ſends to the Emperor for Supplies. Clau- MF thoſe 
dius ambitious of the Occaſion, aſſembles the Army, and who! 
the Flower of his Nobility, marches thro* Gaul with MF Incu! 
The Empe- armed Elephants, embarks, croſſes the Seas, lands in MF Sever 
ror _— Britain, and joins Plautius. The courageous Britains ven-  Ifle v 
. tured to meet the whole Power of the Romans in the open i this t 
Field, but were ſoon vanquiſhed, and loſt Camalodunum, a tra 
now Maldon in Eſſex, the Royal Seat of Cynobelinus, King 
Upon this, Claudius, contrary to the Roman Cuſtom, an an 
was ſeveral times ſaluted Imperator; Camalodunum was ſervil 
made a military Colony; and part of this Iſland was reduced Tt 
to the Form of a Province. His Stay in Britain was not briaę 
above ſixteen Days: He remitted to the Britiſb Nobility ned 
the Confiſcation of their Eſtates ; for which Favour they IM refus 
_ frequented his Temple and adored him as a God. Having and 


2 diſarm'd 
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XZ aifarm'd the Britains, and committed the Government of 
theſe, and likewiſe the War with the others not ſubdued, 
to Plautius, he haſtned to Rome in the ſixth Month, ſend- 
ing before his Son-in-Law Pompey and Silanus, with the 
News of his Victories. At Rome it was accounted fo 
great an Action to ſubdue part of Britain, that anniver- 
ſary Games, and triumphal Arches were ordered at 
Rome and Geſſoriacum in Gaul; and a Triumph was de- He tri- 
creed by the Senate in Honour of Claudius. n this Ac- umphs. 
count, Claudius ordered that his Son Germanicus ſhould 
= hereafter be called Britannicus, which Name he had ob- 
tained himſelf not long before. Plautius in the mean 
time, carried on the War in Britain with ſuch Succeſs, 
that Claudius decreed him an Ovation, and when he en- 
tred Rome, he himſelf met him, and honoured him with 
the Right Hand. Veſpaſian now began to appear in the 
World, who under Claudius and Plautius, had fought 
thirty Battles with the Britains, had ſubdued two mighty 
Nations, and above twenty Towns, and the Iſle of 

Vectit or Wight ; for which Exploits he obtained tri- 
umphal Ornaments, and two ſacerdotal Dignities, with the 
Conſulſhip. Under him ſerv'd his Son Titus, in quality 
of Tribune, whoſe extraordinary Valour and Modeſty 
gain'd him great Reputation. | 

A few Years aftter, Plautius was ſucceeded by P. Oſto- 4: P. 70. 
rius in Britain, who found Affairs in great Diſorder, by — 
the Inroads of the Britains; becauſe they did not ima- 
gine, that a new General would take the Field in the 
| Winter to oppoſe them. But Oſtorius by his Actions con- 
vinced them of the contrary ; for he vigorouſly attack'd 
thoſe that were in Arms, beat them, and diſarm'd all 
whom he had reaſon to ſuſpect. And to prevent farther 
Incurſions, he placed ſeveral Gariſons on the Rivers 
Severn and Avon, by which all the Southern Parts of the 
Iſle were reduced into the Form of a Province. About 
this time, London was founded by the Romans, and made Lenam buik. 
a trading Colony: And to ingage Cogiaunus, a Britiſh | 
King, in the Roman Intereſt, ſeveral Cities were given him; 
an ancient Policy, by which they uſed ro make Kings their 
ſervile Agents to enſlave others. 

The Iceui, the Inhabitants of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cam- 
bridge, and Huntingdon, a powerful People, not yet weak- 
ned by War, highly reſented theſe Proceedings : They 
refus'd all Submiſſion, gain'd many others to their Party, : 
and then engag'd the Romans; and deſpairing of oy 

they 
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Ne vo they fought defperately, but at laſt were overthrown : 7 


ceſened, 


taken. 


Ne isbrought 


to Rome. 
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By this means many others ſubmitted. Oſtorius march'd 
againſt the Caugi, a People about the 1r:jþ Sea, he laid 
all their Country walte, but was recall'd by the Inſurrec- 
tion of the Brigazzes, a People in the North of. Euglaud, 
who retuſed to ſubmit till they had loſt their Command- 
er, and then the Commotion was ſqon extinguiſhed. But 
the Silures, the Inhabitants of South-Wales, continued 
the Wars againſt the Romans, having for their Commander 
the brave Caractacus, who had gain'd ſuch a Reputation, 
by his glorious Exploits, that he was juſtly prefer'd to all 
the Br:#iſþ Generals. This glorious Commander by his 
Policy and Conduct, foon removed the Seat of the War 


into the Territories of the Ordovices, the Inhabitants of 
North-Wales, as more convenient for his Detigns, hav- 5 


ing craggy Rocks and high Mountains. Here, at the 


near approach of the Romans, Caractacus, in a Speech to 
his Soldiers, declared, That that Battle would either e- 


{tabliſh their glorious Liberty, or confirm their perpetual 


Slavery; and that they ought to remember the Honour | 
of their Anceſtors, who had driven Julius Ceſar from 
the Iſle; by whole Valour they were happily delivered | 
from Taxes and I ributes, and to whom they owed the | 
Enjoyment of their unviolated Wives and Children. The | 
Soldiers fired by this Speech, bound themſelves by the 
. molt religious Vows, crying out, that neither Wounds | 
nor Weapons ſhould make them yield; they engag'd, and 
after an obſtinate Fight, the Britaint were entirely rout- | 
ed, and the Wife and Daughter of Caractacus were taken | 
Priſoners, his Brothers ſurrendring themſelves ſhortly af- 
Caraclata is ter. Caractacus fled for ſhelter to Cartiſmundua, Queen 
defeated and of the Brigautes, who treacherouſly bound him, and de- 
livered him to the Conqueror, after nine Years brave Re- 
ſiſtance, in which he had gained great Fame, even amongſt 


his Enemies, the Romans themſelves. 


When Caractacus was brought to Rome, the People 
were ſummoned as to ſome publick Game; and the Empe- | 
ror being ſeated on his I ribunal, his Guards were drawn 
up: The Captive Prince's Vallals and Slaves were or- | 
dered to come firſt; then the Capariſons and other Spoils | 
ife and Daughter; and | 


of War; then his Brothers, his 
laſt of all himſelf was brought in a peculiar Dreſs. He 
neither craving Mercy, nor caſtin 


others did, with a noble Bravery, ſpoke after this manner 
before the Tribunal. If my Moderation in Proſperity, 
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had been anſwerable to my Nobility and Fortune, I had 
come into this City rather as a Friend than a Captive ; nor 
would you have diſdained to have received me with Arti- 
cles of Alliance, being a Prince deſcended from illuſ- 
trious Progenitors, and 2 Sovereign of many Nations. 
My preſent Fortune is to me low and dithonourable, 
but to you glorious and triumphant. I once had Horſes, 
Men, Arms and Riches at my Command ; what Won- 
der is it that I ſhould ſtruggle hard before I loſt them ? 
But if Fate has allowed univerſal Empire to your part, 
Subjection mult be ours. If I had yielded without Oppo- 
ſition, my Fortune would not have been remarkable, nor 
your glory memorable, and Oblivion would have follow- 
ed my Puniſhment : but if you ſpare my Life now, I ſhall be 
a perpetual Example of your Clemency. Claudius mov'd 
at ſo ſad a Spectacle of Fortune, and his generous Behaviour 


him, and the Empreſs Agrippina. hen the Senate de- 
clar'd, that it was not leſs honourableto have Caractacus 
a Priſoner, than when Scipio expos'd Syphax, and Paulus 
brought Perſeus in Triumph. 
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pardoned him, his Wife and Relations, and commanded And par- 
them to beunbound ; whereupon N Thanks to doned. 


Oftorius, tho' in Britain, was decreed a Triumph: But Oforizs de- 


now his Fortune began to decline; for the Britains fell © 


Fon the Legionary Cohorts, left to ſettle Gariſons among 


the Silures, cut off their Commander, eight Captains, 


and many Soldiers, and had put all to the Sword, had 
not ſpeedy Relief come from the reſt of the Forts. Short- 


1 ly after they defeated the Roman Foragers, and the Troops 


Neſcap'd with little Loſs. 


ſent to their Aſſiſtance, till the Legionary Soldiers came 
in ar. d reſtor'd the Battle, and brought the Advantage on 
their Side; but the Britains by the Favour of the Night, 
After this, Skirmiſhes only fol- 
lowed, till Oſtorius threatning to extinguiſh the Name and 


Nation of the Silzres, they drew other Nations to revolt 


and intercepted the Auxiliaries. In this Poſture of Af- 


fairs, Oftorias waſted with Fatigue and Trouble, dies, He dies. 


A. Didins ſacceeds him, who finds all things in great Diſ- 2 


order, by the Inroads of the Silures, and by Valeus's ill Suc- 
ceſs. But Cartiſmundua, Queen of the Brigantes, after 
having delivered up Caractacus, rejects her Husband Venu- 
7115, marries his Servant Vellocatas, and made him King; 
which occaſioned civil Conteſts amongſt themſelves , 
which gave the Romans new Advantage over them ; but 
the Brigautes abhorring her Actions, revolted and re- 
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duc'd her to very great Extremities, and ſhe with much Dif. 


ficulty eſcaped the Puniſhment ſhe expected: For Venu- 


tius thus debar'd of his juſt Rights, turn'd againſt the 
Romans, detain'd his Kingdom againſt their utmolt Force, 
made it appear that he was a Soldier, firſt in a pitch'd 
Battel, and then againſt the Legion of Cæſius Naſica; in- 
ſomuch that Didius thought it ſufficient to keep What 
his Predeceſſors had gain'd, and only built ſome Caſtles ® 
within the Land. 


„ 


dius died, and was ſucceeded by Nero his adopted Son, 
idius. About this time, 


— the Chriſtian Religion was firſt planted in Britain, but 


1 


The ceni and . a 
Trinobantes nobantes revolt, under the Conduct of injur'd Boadicea. | 


revolt, un- 


der Boadicea 


"tis uncertain by whom it was effected, and with What 
Succeſs. P. Suetonins is made Governor, who after two 
Years, proceeded to new Conqueſts, particularly of the 
Ifle of Mona, now Angleſey. | 

While Suetonius in the outward Parts was thus ſucceſt- 
ful, the Britaius, being excited by many Provocations, 
made a famous Struggle to expel the Romans, and to 
regain their Liberties. They began to conſider the Mi- 
ſeries of Slavery, and to confer Injuries one with another; 
which, cauſed them to declare after this manner, That 
their Patience had no other Effect, than to cauſe one In- 
jury to produce another: That every State formerly had | 
their own Kings, but that now they were ſubje& to a 
Lieutenant and a Procurator ; the one preying on their 
Blood, the other on their Eſtates: That the Germans in 
the like Circumſtances ſhook off their Yoke, who had | 
only a River not an Ocean for their Defence. And ſhall Þ 
not we Britains, who have as noble a Cauſe, our Coun- | 
try, our Relations, our Liberty to contend for, attempt 
to drive out the Romans, and emulate our glorious An- 
ceſtors, who drove out Julius Ceſar ? That now Hea- 
ven ſeem'd to compaſſionate their Diſtreſs, in confining | 
their General to another Iſland; and that there was often 
leſs Danger in the Execution, than inthe Contrivance of | 


a Plot. | 
Being animated by theſe Motives, the Iceni and Tri- 


What farther at this Time animated the Britains, and 
*diſcourag'd the Romans, were diverſe Prodigies, viz. the 
Image of Victory at Camalodunum falling down re- 
vers d; unuſual Noiſes heard in the Air; ſtrange Appari- 
tions ſeen on the Sea; the Ocean in Shew bloody by 

the 
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h Dir *Zrhe Print of Mens Bodies on the Sands; and certain 
if- 
Venu- | 
ſt the 
*Orce, 1 . 
itech'd 
Fire and Sword. 
with great Fury againſt the ninth Legion, under the Com- 
mand of Petilius Cereal:s, and cut all the Infantry in pie- 
2 ces; the Horſe, with their Commander, eſcaping with Dit 
" ficulty. Catus the Intendant, whoſe Rapines had in part 
= occaſioned this Inſurrection, was forced to fly into Gaul. 
7 The News of this Revolt rous'd Suetonius in the Well, 
2X who with Reſolution marched thro' the Enemies Coun- 


Women in Ecſtacy foretelling Deſtruction. Suetonius be- 

ing abſent, the Colony required Aid of Decianus the Pro- 

curator, who ſent them only two hundred Men, and 

thoſe ill arm'd. The Britains fell on the Colony, 

ſoon defeated them, and entirely deſtroyed them by Their Suc- 
Upon this Victory they march'd ce, 


try directly to London; but reflecting on the Weakneſs 
of his Forces, and the Raſhneſs of Petilius, he reſolved 


to quit the Place, not regarding the Cries of the Inhabi- 


tants, who implored his Protection; preferring the Loſs 
of one Town to ſave a Province: Thoſe who would fol- 
low him were received into his Troops; thoſe who re- 


mained were miſerably deſtroyed by the Britains. Veru- 


lam met with the ſame ill Treatment; they attacked the 
moſt opulent and defenceleſs Places, loading themſelves 
with their Spoils, and hanged, burned and crucified all And Cruet- 
Orders and Degrees, without the leaſt Compaſſion to“ 
any Age or Sex; cutting in Pieces both Romars and their 
Allies, to the Number of eighty thouſand. They hung 
up naked the Roman Wives and Virgins, cutting off their 
Breaſts, and ſewing them to their Mouths, that they might 
ſeem to eat their own Fleſh, tho? dead. 
Szetonirs with ten thouſand well diſciplin'd Men, re- S 

ſolved to hazard a Battel with all Expedition ; and for — 
that end, he choſe an advantageous Poſt, with a narrow i 
Entrance, athick Wood behind, and before a large Plain. 
Here the Britains, confident of Victory, came in ſuch 
Swarms, and in ſuch confuſed Order, as was never be- 
fore ſeen, bringing their Wives, and placing them on 
Carts on the Plain to ſee the Battel. Things being in 
this Poſture, Queen Boadicea, with her two 9 — 
mounted her Chariot, riding about to inſpire Courage 
into her numerous undiſciplin'd Army, which was about 
two hundred and thirty thouſand. She told them, that 
heretofore the Britains had fought under the Conduct of 
Women, but ſhe was now in a different Capacity than 
that of her Anceltors, ſhe being not to fight for a — 

om, 
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that were either Enemies or Neuters. 
on Notice of the Difference between Sxetonins and the 


his Avarice and Sordidnefs. 
ſo great, that he was forced to fly into Germany to ill 
lias for Safety. 
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dom, but to revenge her loſt Liberty, her owndiſhonour. 
able Stripes, and the violated Chaitity of her Daughters 
Therefore ſhe as a Woman was reſolved to obtain Vic. 
tory or Death; but the Men if they pleas'd might chuſe? 
Life and Slavery. 4 

On the other hand, Sæctonius exhorted his Soldiers no 
to be terrified at the Enemy' s Numbers, but to march os 
boldly and continue a cloſe Fight. The Legions ken 
the narrow Pals, till the Britains had ſpent their Darts: 
then they marched out into the Plain, and ſoon broke j 
the Multitude fled, but could n 
well eſcape, by reaſon of their Carriages, which were 
placed round the Plain: The Soldiers gave no Quarter, 
not ſo much as to the Women. This Victory was ver 
ſignal, and was obtained with the Deſtrudtion of eighty 
thouſand Britaius, when the Romans Loſs was but abou 
four hundred, and not many more wounded. Boadicea re. 
ſolving not to ſurvive this fatal Defeat, poiſoned her ſelf 
tho? others ſay ſhe died of Grief. 

Suetonius kept the Field in order to finiſh the War, a 
was ſhortly after reinforced with two thouſand Legions 4 
ry Soldiers from Germany, eight Cohorts of Auxiliarie, 
and a thouſand Horſe ; who being put into Winter Qua | 
ters, deſtroyed with Fire and Sword all thoſe Countries 
Nevertheleſs, up. 


new Procurator Claſſicianus, the unconquered Nation 
declined a Treaty, from a Report that a new Lieutenan 
was expected, who would treat ſuch as yielded witiff 
Clemency ; who alſo wrote to Rome, that there could be 
no end of the War, if Suetonius continued Governor 
To compoſe this Difference, Polycletus the Freed- Mau 
was ſent, who repreſented Things favourable to the Em 
peror. On this account Suetomius kept his Command for 
ſome time, but was at length forced to reſign all to Pe 
tronius Tar — who without moleſting the Enemy} 
ve the Name of Peace to his ſlothful unactive Life 
was ſucceeded by Trebellins Maximus, a Perſon mom 
lazy than himſelf, who as he wanted both Courage and 
Conduct, ſo was contemned and hated by the 5 — 
At length the Diſorder 


In the mean time Nero put an end to his own Lich 
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continued quiet. But ſhortly after Hitellius coming to the Dia. 
Empire, he ſent Hectius Bolanns in Trebellius's Room, Bals Co- 
who by his innocent and obliging Temper, gained * 
Affection of his Soldiers, tho* he wanted the Authority 
of a General: But when Veſpaſian ſucceeded Vitellius, Veſpaſian; 
he ſent Petilius Cerealis to be Governor, who boldly Crreahis Go- 
entred the Country of the Brigantes, whom he beat in“ ernor. 
many Battels, and either ravaged or conquered the great- 
eſt Part of their Territories; ſo that Cerealis ſeem'd to 
have eclips'd the Fame of any that ſhould come af- 
ter him. By 4. . Order, Julius Froutinus ſucceed-Frontinns 
ed in the ſame Charge, and with little leſs Glory: For erer. 
he ſubdued the potent Nation of the S:/zres, and broke 
thro almoſt inſuperable Difficulties from the Nature and 
Situation of the Country. Frontinus was ſucceeded by 
Agricola, who was alſo a Commander of the greateſt Ai % 
Fame, both for Valour and Conduct. vernor. 

For not long before his Arrival, the Ordovices, the In- 
habitants of North Wales, had almoſt deſtroyed a Wing 
of the Roman Legions, which made the reſt of the con- 
quered Nations ready for a Revolt. Agricola, tho' the 
Seaſon was far advanced, aſſembled his ſcattered Troops, His fr 
and with great Expedition marches towards theſe for- Let? Expe- 
midable People, who kept themſelves in Places of Aq- 
vantage, and durſt not deſcend into indifferent Ground. 
He with uncommon Bravery advances towards them, at- 
tacks them, puts them to Flight, and almoſt all to the 
Sword; ſo that the whole Nation was almoſt extirpated. 
Upon which he immediately determines to make himſelf 
Maſter of the Iſle of Augleſey, and tho' Ships were want- 
ing for the Expedition, that Defect was ſupplied by the 
Policy and Reſolution of the General. He commanded 
a Body, that were acquainted with the Shallows, and 
could ſwim well, to paſs over and invade the Iſland. 
At this the Iflanders were amazed and confounded , ſup- 
poling that nothing could withſtand a People of ſuch 
Reſolution; whereupon they immediately ſurrender the Conquer: 
Iſle and beg Peace. By theſe Means Agricola became great ** le of 
and famous, who at his firſt Entrance had done ſuch no- C99» 
ble Exploits. And now conſidering that Affairs would 
never be ſettled by War, while Wrongs-continued-unre- 
dreſ{s'd, he reſolved to cut off all juſt Occaſions of Diſ- 
content and Revolt: For which-End he began-to regu- 
late many Abuſes, and reform many Corruptions, in his 
Family, inhis Camp, and in the whole Province, having 

a par- 
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a particular Regard to the poorer ſort, leiſening their Tri- 
butes, and Payments of Corn, in ſuch a manner, as to cee 
render them eaſy ; by which Means Agricola brought 4 
them to a general Inclination to Peace, and ſo turned 
the Britains Hatred into an Eſteem of their Govern- 


the 

ment. = ſub: 

Titus, About this Time, Titus ſucceeded his Father Veſpaſian pla 
in the Empire, and continued Agricola in his Govern- RS 1on 


ment; who the next Summer drew his Army together, 

obſerved excellent Methods, and exact Diſcipline : He 

gave the Enemy no Reſt, and when he had ſufficiently ter- 

rified them, he withheld his Hand from Ads of Hoſti- 
Agricela'sſelity, to allure them to the Pleaſures of Peace. Theſe 
cond Cam- Methods of proceeding did ſo effectually work on many 
Fan. Cities, that they voluntarily ſubmitted, gave Hoſtages , 
and permitted Forts and Gariſons amongſt them. All 

Perſons now began to have an honourable Opinion of 

their Governor; who the better to induce them to the 
Pleaſures of Reſt and Quietneſs, ſpent this Winter in 

wiſe Projects. In private he exhorted the Britains, and 

in publick he aſſiſted them to build Temples, Places of 

Relort, and ſtately Houſes; and ordered that the Sons of 


the Nobility ſhould be carefully inſtructed in the liberal into 

Arts and Scienees; ſo that in a little Time, thoſe who ng it 

before deſpiſed the Roman Language, began to ſtudy the with 

Graces of it. Now the Roman Modes and Dreſſes were Ain, 

in Requeſt; the Gown commonly worn: And from yes 

thence they gradually proceeded to all their Softneſſes ins, 

and Incentives to Luxury, as beautiful Portico's, pleaſant gomp 

Baths, and exquiſite Banquets, which were but the Trap- W 00 

pings of their Yoke and Bondage, tho* by the Ignorant WW mutir 

they were eſteemed as Civility and Politeneſs. avoid 

His third The: next Summer Agricola diſcovered new Parts of one al 
Year's Expe- Britain yet unſubdued, and being ambitious to extend round 
dition. the Bounds of the Roman Empire, he marched North- aut 
ward to the River Tweed, waſting all as he paſs'd, for- No 

tifying the Paſſes , and providing them with Gariſons tho” t. 

and Proviſions; ſo that he had all the Succeſs he could not be 

expect. Calga- 

His fourth In the fourth Summer he ſucceſsfully ſettled what he Force 
Year's Ex- had overrun, and join'd the Friths of Glota and Bodotria, Numb 
pedition. 1, ubrittaen and Edinbur , by Forts and Garriſons; ſo excellc 


that the Romans were Maſters of all South Britain or Braver 
England: On which Account Titus was a fifteenth time now ( 
ſaluted Emperor; but he dying ſhortly after, was ſuc- 
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in this Country, and ſtil] with Succeſs ; who in the fifth Lericola's * 
Year, took Shipping, and fail'd to the Northern ines, prvedinion 
the Orcades, Nations unknown to the Romans, Which he 
ſubdued after many proſperous Encounters; and then he 
placed Garifons on the Coalts towards Ireland, having 
ſome Thoughts of attempting that Iſland. The next Sum- 
mer he marched beyond Bodotria, and at the ſame Time 
fitted out a Fleet. Thus Agricola was the firſt that ſe- 
conded his Land Forces by a Navy, which amaz'd and 
frighten'd the Caledoxians, becauſe if once their Seas were 
diſcovered all Hopes of Retreat would vaniſh: Neverthe- 
leſs, the Caledonrans armed, reſolving to diſcourage the 
Romans by being Aggreſſors; which had ſuch an effect 
on many of the Romans, that they perſuaded Agricola not 
to proceed, but retreat with Honour, rather than be re- 
pel'd with Shame. - But he had too much Courage to be 
diſſuaded, he marches on, and to prevent being ſurrounded 
by the Enemy , he marches in three Columns, which 
when the Caledonians perceived, they joined their Force, 
and attack'd the ninth Legion in the Night, and broke 
into their Camp with great Slaughter. But Agricola be- 
ing informed of this, followed them, and fell on the Rear 
with his light Horſe and Foot; the reſt at the ſame time 
-iving a great Shout. The Day coming on, the Britains 
yes were dazled with the glittering of the Roman En- 
ſigns, and 'tis likely the War had been at an end by a 
complete Victory, had not the Britains drawn off to the 
Woods and Bogs. About this Time a German Cohort 
mutinied, ſle their Centurion and other Officers, and to 
avoid Puniſhment, put to Sea in three light Gallies, with- Britain di ſ- 
ont any Pilot, and were carried by the Tide and Weather covered to 
round the Coaſts; and by this means diſcovered to the Kc © — 
mans that Britain was an Iſland. 
Notwithſtanding this, the Britaias were not dejected, 4. D. 24 
tho' too late they found, that a common Danger could 
not be repel'd, but by Confederacy and Union. Ihey made The Britains 
Calgacus Commander in chief, who aſſembled all their — —_ 
Forces, in Number about thirty thouſand, beſides a great gast. ? 
Number of Youth and vigorous old Men, who had been 
excellent Soldiers, and ſtill retained the Scars of their 
Bravery : They pitch'd their Camp on the Hill Grampins, 
now Grantzbain in Scotland. On the other Side, Agri- 
cola having ſent his Fleet before, followed in Perſon with 
his whole Army. Upon _ Approach of both Armics, 
all 
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all Perſons with Impatience attended the Succeſs of this 
deciding Battel. *T'is ſaid, that Galgacus, with a Warmth 
and elevated Courage , ſpoke after this manner to his 


Soldiers. © That the future Happineſs and Freedom of 


« the whole Ifland, did depend on the Fate of this im- 
e portant Day: That as hitherto we have been free from 
« foreign Tyranny, and enjoyed all the Bleſſings of Li- 
« berty: ſo now let us ſhew our ſelves Men, and 770 
4e ſerve our Nation from Ruin. Beyond us is no Na- 
« tion, nothing but Waves and Rocks; on that Side, 
« nothing but Bondage and Slavery is to be expected from 
« the Romans, a People unſatiable in their Luſts, and un- 
« bounded in their Ambition; thoſe Robbers of the 
« World, and Ravagers of the Univerſe, who give the 
&« falſe Names of Empire and Government to Devaſtati- 
« ons, Murders, and total Extirpations. There you, 
% my dear Country Men, ſee 5 Tribute and 
&« Slavery; here Death or Liberty.” This brave Speech 
was ſeconded by the univerſal Acclamations of the Ar- 
iny. Agricola on the other Hand encouraged his Men, 
with all the Force and Charms of the Roman Eloquence; 
after which they join'd Battel. The Britains ſhew'd 
great Art and Courage, who with their broad Swords 
and ſhort Bucklers, could ward off the Enemies Darts. 
To prevent which Inconveniency, Agricola ordered the 
Batavian and Tungrian Cohorts to advance with their 
ſharp-pointed Bucklers, which ſo mangled their Faces, 
that they were obliged to retire with the greateſt Precipi- 
tation. The Romans by the admirable Skill of their Ge- 
neral, perſued their Advantage with Vigour, ſo that at 
The Britains laſt the poor Britains were entirely diſpers'd, and had been 
deferred. all cut to pieces, had not Night and Wcearineſs put an 
end to the Chaſe. Agricola having thus ſubdued the Br:- 
zatzs, ſent out his Fleet along the Coaſt, who: alſo diſ- 
covered Britain to be an Ifland, and they ſubdued the 
Orcades, which had not been heard of till then. Thus 
after forty two Years Struggle of a barbarous and diſuni- 
ted People, againſt the moſt powerful Nation in the 
The Iland World, moſt part of Britain was reduced into a Pro- 
made 2 Ro- yince of the Roman Empire. This was completed in the 
- - oo fourth Year of Domitians Reign, about a hundred and 
thirty eight Years after Julius Ceſar's Entrance, Anno Do- 
mini $4 or 85, when Agricola was recalled out of Br# 
tau. 
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From this Time for three hundred and twenty Years, 
Britain was ſubject to the Romans, who made great Ad- 
vantages of the Country, and laid heavy Tributes on the 
People. But from Agricola's Departure, we have but 
broken Accounts of the Tranſactions of Britain, which 
are gathered from ſeveral Parts of the Roman Hiſtorians, 
Domitian was ſucceeded by Nerva, in whoſe Reign, and Nervs. 
alſo in that of Trajan we have but little Account of . 
Britain; only that there were great Commotions in the 
Ile. But Hadrian being proclained Emperor, and re- Hadrian, 
ceiving Advice, that the Northern Britains made Incur- 
tions, he ſent Julius Severus, whom he foon recalled, but 
with an Army came over in Perſon, encountered the 
barbarous People in the North, recovered ſuch Forts as 
they had taken, and drove them into the Woods and 
Mountains. , And for the better Eſtabliſhment of future 
Peace, in the Year 121, he cauſed a mighty Wall to be 4. P. 121. 
made of Wood and Earth, extending from the River Harian 
Eden in Cumberland, to the River Tine in Northamber- 1 
land, eighty Miles in Length; after which he returned tri- an. 
umphantly to Rome, where he gained the Title of Reſto- 
rer of Britain, which Motto was ſtamped on his Coin. 
The Britains now readily conformed themſelves to the 
Roman Laws, as well Civil as Military, under the Di- 
rection of Priſcas Liciuius then Pro-pretor, 

Hadrian being dead, Antoninus Pius facceeded him, Autan, 
whoſe Lieutenant, Lollius Urbicus, defeated the Britains, ** 
and built another Wall between Edinburgh and Dunbrit- 
ton Friths : On which Account, tho' he had never ſeen 
Britain, he obtained the Title of Britannicus. After him 
Antoninus Philoſophus obtained the Empire, who ſent in- quroninus 
to Britain Calpburnius Agricola to be his Lieutenant, who Poilaſephas. 
partly by his Prudence, and partly by Force, ſettled Af- 
fairs in the North. Beda tells us, that, in the latter end of this 
Emperor's Reign, King Lucius, one of thoſe allowed by the 
Komans, ſent to Eleutherius Biſhop of Rome, ſignifying 
his Intentions of embracing the Chriſtian Religion. Elea- 
therins ſent hither two eminent Men, Fugatius and Dami- 
auns. Lucius received this Faith, and it ſoon ſpread thro” King Zacins 
a great part of the Nation: So that Lucius is ſuppoſed to with others 
be the firſt Chriſtian King in the World, and Britain the 1 
eh Proviuce that embraced the Goſpel by publick Au- 2 
thority. | 

In the Reign of Commodus the next Emperor, the Comedy, 
Nor:h-Britains became more troubleſome than ever, who 

D 2 having 
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having paſſed the Wall, cut off the Roman General, and 
moſt of his Army, and then made terrible Devaſtations in 
the Country. The Emperor ſent Ulpins Marcellus againſt 
them, a wiſe Governor, who ſoon put an end to thoſe 
Troubles, chaſtis'd the Britains for their Revolt, and re- 
ſtored Diſcipline amongſt the Romas Soldiers; for which 
Services the wicked Emperor diſcharged him of his 
Office. From this time the Army began to mutiny, and 
would not own Commodus for their Emperor; but Peren- 
nis his Favourite, by Threats, attempts to redreſs theſe 
Diſorders, difplacing Officers, and putting Inferiors in 
their room; but the Soldiers accuſed him of High Trea- 
ſon, for which he was executed. Upon his Death, Per- 
zinax, afterward Emperor, undertook the Charge of Br:- 
taiu, but was ſoon diſmifs'd, and ſucceeded by Albinus, who 
declined the Title of Cæſar, which was offer'd him; but at- 
terwards on a falſe Report of the Emperor's Death, in a 
Speech, he declared for the Senatorian, againſt the Imperial 
Power; for which he was diſcharged, and Junius Severus 
A pet in his Place. Commodus not long after being flain, and the 
Pertinax, Reigns of Pertinax and Julian being ſhort, Albinus was 
Julian. found at the Head of the Army in Britain, when Severus 
derer. began to reign, which he tranſported into Gau“ againſt 
him; but Severus attackt him near Lyons, beat his For- 
ces, and flew him. Severus being ſettled in the Empire, 
Britain divi· divided Britain into two Governments or Prefectures; 
ded into Fleraclitus commanded the South, and Virius Lupus the 
co fart. North, who was ſo infeſted by the Caledonians, that he 
was obliged to purchaſe a T'ruce with Money, A. D. 19), 
and in the fourth Year of Severus Reign. 
. D. ach. Eleven Years after, the North Britains were up in 
| Arms, and had ſuch Succeſs, that the Legions and Pro- 
vince were in great Danger: Upon this News, the Em- 
peror tho” gouty and above ſixty Years old, reſolved to 
come in Perſon, with his two Sons Caracalla and Geta. 
The Britains at the Emperor's Approach, offered him an 
honourable Peace: But he refuſed their Propoſals, being 
deſirous to add the Title of Britannicus to his former 
Titles. Geta being left in the Southern Parts, he with 
his Son Caracalla, marched againſt the Caledonians, where 
with cutting down of Woods, making of Bridges, drain- 
ing of Bogs and Meres, the Enemy's Ambuſcades, aud 
Sickneſs, he loſt above fifty thouſand Men; yet he pro- 
ſecuted his Attempts ſorcſolutely, that he compelled them 
to ſubmit, and deliver up a conſiderable. Part 1. their 
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Country, and all their Arms; to ſecure which, herepaired 
Hadrian's Wall. He took upon him the Title of Br:- 
taunicus Maximus, and ordered it to be ſtampt on his own 
and his Son's Coins. The Emperor retires to Ehoracum 
or York, leaving Caracalla to manage his Affairs, whoſe 
ill Life cauſed the Caledonians to break their Articles and 
revolt ; which ſo enraged the old Emperor, that he com- 
manded a general Maſſacre, which was executed with 
great Severity. After which he finds himſelf declining, 
and cries out; I have been all that Man can be, but it is of See dies 
no Service to me now; and that he had found the Empire at Vert. 
qiſordered, but no had left it in Peace. 

Caracalla, having made Peace with the Britains, and 

received Hoſtages from them, returned to Rome with his 

Brother Geta. For above fixty Years, and the Reigns of 

twelve ſucceeding Emperors after Caracalla, namely, 

Macrinus, Heliogabalns, Alexander, Maximinns, Pupienus, 

Gordian, Philip, Decius, Gallus, Valerian, Gallieans, and 

Claudius, we have no Account of the A fairs of Britain . 

only in the Reign of Gallieuus, ſome of the thirty "T'y- 

rants, as Lolliauus, Vidorians, and Poſthamus, the Te- 

zrici, and Marins, are ſuppoſed to have uſurped the Go- 

vernment here, ſince their Coins are found in fuch 

vaſt Quantities in this Nation. Bonoſus, an infa- 

tiable Vaſſal to Bacchus, and by Birth a Britain, endea- 

voured to make himſelf Emperor, under Aurelian, and ywelion. 

his Succeſſor Tacitus, but was defeated by Probus the Em- Titus. 

peror, and hanged himſelf, and gave the Occaſion of the — 

Jeſt, That there hung a Bottle, not a Man. After that, 

Probus prevented a new Rebellion in Britain. Victorinus 

recommended a new Lieutenant there, who ſet up for 

Emperor; Probus upbraided him with the Diſloyalty of 

his Friend; Jictoriuus undertook to rectify his Miſtake, 

by coming ſuddenly into Britain, where he flew the Tray- 

tor and ſaved the Province. Probus alſo gave leave to the 

| Spaniards, Gault, and Britains to plant Vines, and to make 

Wine. He alſo having ſubdued the Yardals and Burgun- 

| dians, ſent Numbers of them to inhabit Britain, who 

as is ſuppoſed, had their Camp on Gogmagog Hills near 

Cambridge, where to this Day is to be feen a large 

| Plain, ſurrounded with large double Trenches. After 

Probus, Carus ſucceeded in the Empire, who committed 

this INand, with the Weſtern Provinces, to his Son Ca- Cares. 

71.5, but he in two Years time was flain by Diocleſian, Corinne. 

who ſucceeded in the Empire, A. D. 289. — 
D 3 Caranſins, 
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- Caraufixs, a Man of mean Abſtract but great Courage, 
aſſumed the Title of Emperor, and took Poſſeſſion of 
Britain; whither he brought his Fleet, built more Ships 
after the Roman manner, and was joined b the Legions; 
kept out foreign Forces, preſs'd the Gallick Merchants to 
his Service, gariſoned Bononia in Gaul, and converted 
the Revenues of Britain and Batavia to his own Uſe; 
and by the Hopes of Booty in the Provinces, he drew the 
Barbarians to his Alliance, particularly the Franks, whom 
he had trained to the Sea Service, and inſeſted all the Sea 
Coaſt about him. Maxim:an who was ordered to pro- 
cure his Death, marched againſt him with a brave Ar- 
my, but for want of Seamen, he was obliged to come 
to a Treaty, in which it was concluded, that Carauſius 
ſhould enjoy the Government of Britain, as the propereſt 
Perſon to defend the Inhabitants againſt all Invaſions; and 
this he held for ſeven.Years in perfect Peace. But when 
Conſtantius was made Ceſar by Maximian, and had taken 
Caranſins is Bononta, Cærauſius was kill'd by the Treachery of Al- 
ſain by Al- lectut, his Boſom Friend, who uſurped the Government, 
les. and kept it three Years. 
At length Conſtautius man'd ſeveral Fleets, ſo that Al- 
lectus grew ſenſible, that the Ocean was more his Priſon 
than his Defence. Conſtantius having landed his Soldiers, 
burnt all his Ships, that they might confide in nothing, 
£545f2in but their own Valour. Allectus retreated, was attackt 
by Aſclepiodotus, Captain of his Life Guard, and killed 
in a Skirmiſh. Upon this, had not a Party of the Ko- 
mans Opportunely come in, London had been pillaged by 
the Frazks and other Barbarians. By this the Province of 
Britain was recovered to the Romans, Not long after a 
A perſceuti- dreadful Perſecution broke out under Diocleſian, and ſe- 
on in Bri= Veral are ſuppoſed to have ſuffered here, as St. Alban, 
tain, Julius, Aaron, &c. 
Diocleſian having reſigned the Empire, the Weſtern Pro- 
vinces with Britain fell to Conſtantius, who fell ſick and 
Corf.oxtine, died. He was ſucceeded by his renowned Son Conſtan- 
tine, Who was the firſt, that by Law, eſtabliſned Chriſti- 
anity in the Roman Empire, and in a few Years became 
Maſter of the whole, againſt the Power of all Uſurpers 
and Oppoſers. 

But afterwards removing his Imperial Seat from Rome to 
Conſtantinople, he opened the Way for Invaſions and In- 
curſions in the Weſtern Provinces, by which he loſt not 
only Britain, but laid the Foundation of the Ruin af the 

Empire, 
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Empire. Vet he new modelled the whole, dividing it in- 
to fourteen Provinces, called Dioceſes. Britain was one, 
which was divided into three Provinces, called Britannia 
Prima, whoſe Metropolis was London; Britannia Se- 
cunda, the chief Town Iſca, now Caerleon; and Maxi- 
ma Cæſarienſis, the Metropolis Eboracum now Tork : 
This laſt was again ſub- divided into two, viz. Maxima 
Cæſarienſit, and Flavia Cæſarienſit, but by whom is not 
certain. Britain had in it twenty eight Cities, all ſup- 4 P. 314 
poſed to be Biſhopricks, three of whoſe Biſhops were 
amongſt the thirty three that compoſed the Council of 
Arles, viz. Eborins of York, Reſtitutus of London, and 
Adelphius of Colcheſter, or perhaps Caerleon. | 
X Conſtantine the Great dying, divided the Empire among 4. P. 337 
his three Sons, Conſtantinus, Conſtaus, and Conſtantins, 
giving Britain and the Welt to the eldeſt, who not ſa- 
= tisfied with his Diviſion, invaded that of his Brother Con- 
= /tans, and was ſlain after three Years Reign. Conſtans ſeix- 
ing on the Weſt, held it eight or nine Years, but was flain 
by the Treaſon of Magnentius a Britain, who poſſeſſed 
thoſe Parts for three Years, then laid violent Hands on 
himſelf, and left the whole Government to Coſtantius, cinſtantiai. 
who ſent into Britain a Notary called Paulus, who com- 
mitted horrible Extortions and Cruelties, on the Eſtates 
and Fortunes of the Innocent, to the perpetual Diſgrace 
of his Maſter Conſtantius, who ſupported him in all his 
Outrages. Martinus was then Governor of the Province, 
who interceded with Paulus to ſtop his Hand, or elſe he 
would depart the Iſle. On this Paulus accuſed the Governor 
himſelf, and urged that he might be ſeized and carried in - 
Chains to the Emperor. Martians provoked at ſuch an 
Injury, drew his Sword, and ſtruck at his Accuſer; but 
failing in his Aim, he turned the Point againſt himſelf, 
which (till added to the Miſeries of thoſe whom Paulus 
| thought guilty. Julian, afterwards called the Apoſtate, 
was made Governor of Britain, about the latter end of 
| Conſtantins's Reign, who being then at Par:s, upon Ad- 
vice that the Scots from 3 and the Pics from Ca- 
ledonia had invaded the Roman Province, ſent over Lu- 
pPicinus to repel them, and ſettle Peace in the Iſland. Lu- 
piciuus landed his Forces in Kent, marched to London, 
and then was recalled by Julian, who was then made 
Emperor. About this Time, the Arian Hereſy diſturbed 7-irz dit. 
inis Illand, a Land, faith Gz/das, greedy of every thing tarbed by 
new, but itedfaſt'in nothing. I he Emperor Ccaſlantius .. 
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conven'd a Council of four hundred Biſhops at Arimiuuni 


in favour of this Doctrine, and allowed them all neceſ- 


ſary Proviſions; but all choſe to live at their own Char- 
ges, except three Britains, who by reaſon of their Pover- 
ty, accepted of the Emperor's Allowance. 

Whilſt Jalian the Apoſtate and Jovian reign'd, we 
find nothing concerning Britain; after whom Valentinian 
ſucceeded in the Weſtern Empire, who as he was paſſing 
thro* Eaul, received the melancholy News, that the 
Scots from Ireland, the Picts and Attacots from the North, 
together with the Saxons and Frans from the Eaſt and 
South, had harraſs'd and ruin'd almoſt all Britain; that 
they had killed Neckaridius the Admiral, and by Strata- 
gem had ſurpriſed the General Bachobaudes. Valeutinian 
having ſent Severus, and then Fovrurs, to ſuppreſs them, 
but with ſmall Succeſs; he ſent Theodoſrars, a Perſon 
of celebrated Valour and Conduct, who aſſembling an 
Army of ſelect young Men, with the Herulian, Batavi- 
an and other Troops, marched directly to London; there 
dividing his Forces into ſeveral Parties, he encounter'd 
the Enemy laden with Spoils, beat them, retook the Plun- 
der and Priſoners; reſtoring all to the right Owners, ex- 
cept a ſinall Part, which he gave to the weary Soldiers: 
He entred London triumphantly, and reſtored it to its for- 
mer Splendor. Having thus ſubdued the Enemy, he pro- 
claimed Impunity to ſuch as would immediately return to 
Obedience : But the Encmy being numerous, of many 
Nations, and in diverſe Parties, to finiſh all, he found it 
neceſſary to call in the Aſſiſtance of Civilis and Dulcitim. 
the former eminent for his Wiſdom and Honeſty, and the 
latter for his military Abilities. | | 

Theodoſius having thus ſubdued theſe different ſorts of 
People, and being employed in repairing the Cities and 
Caſtles, and in laying the Foundations of a laſling Peace, 
one Valentinut a Paunonian, a Perſon of a turbulent and 


 havghty Spirit, who had been baniſhed into Britain, with 


other Exiles, and Soldiers, conſpired againſt him, as the 
only Obſtacle to his Deſigns of obtaining the Govern- 


ment of this Iſle. This Man, and ſome. of his princi- 


pal Accomplices being diſcovered 


Feeding might increale the 
- Succels retormed many Irregularities, recovered many 


\c were delivered to 
Dulcitits, and received ſuch Rewards as their Crimes de- 
ſerved; but Theadaſius made not too ſtrict an Inquiry af- 
ter the reſt, they being many, Jeſt ſuch Methods of pro- 


anger. He then, with great 
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Cities and Gariſons, and ſet Guards and Watches on the 
Borders. Having thus reſtored the Northern Province to 
its former Condition, he appointed a new Governor over 
it, and ordered it to be called Falentia, and the City of 
London, Auguſta. And now the Roman part of Britain 
conſiſted of tive diſtin& Provinces, vix. Britannia Prima in 
the South, Secanda in the Welt, Flavia Cæſarienſis in the 
Faſt and middle Parts, Maxima Cæſarienſis towards the 
North, and Valentia beyond Severns's Wall to Edin- 
burgh, and Duubritton Friths. Theſe things being thus 
happily accompliſhed, Theodaſius was recalled, whom 
the Emperor received with the higheſt Marks of Di- 
ſtinction. 
Valentinian was ſucceeded in the Empire by his two 4. P. 382. 

Sons, Gratian and Valentinian, and the latter choſe Theado- 


41 


ſius the younger to be his Partner. One Maximus a Bri- Maximns \ 


ziþ Commander, was ſaluted Emperor, which proved ms te 
the firſt great Step towards the entire Ruin of Britain. ** 
At the beginning Maximas imployed his Time for the Pre- 
ſcrvation of this Iſle, driving back the Scots into Ireland, 

and the Picts beyond the Walls; after which he quitted 

the Iſle, carrying over moſt of the Roman Forces, and 

the beſt of the Britif Youth, in oppoſition to the legal 
Emperors. | Theſe never returned again, but for the moſt 

part periſhed with their Commander; the reſt ſettled in 

that part of Gaul called Armorica, which afterwards from 

the Brizains had the Name of Britain, now Bretaigue. 

The Nation being thus weakened by the Departure of the 
Soldiers, the Scots and Picts returned with greater Fury, 

and made terrible Ravages and Devaſtations: In order to 

reduce which, Chryſanthus, the Son of Marcian, Biſhop 

of Conſtantinople, was made Governor, who diſcharged 


nis Office with great Reputation; but whether he, or Sei- 
licho, Governor to the young Emperor Honorius, reduced Haorias. 
theſe Northern Enemies, is not certain. Not long after 

the Empire being in great Diſtreſs, the Legion ſent into Bri- 

ain for that purpoſe was recalled. The Forces in Britain to The Brita 
ſecure themſelves from the Vauaals, Sweves,and Alans, elec- 


ſer up ſeveral 


ted one Marcius to be their Emperor, whom for not anſwer- . 


ng their Expectation they ſoon diſpatched: then they ſet up 
one Gratiav, whom after four Months they likewiſe flew. 


Tnen they choſe one Conſtantine, a common Soldier, who 
paſt into Gaul with the reſt of the Forces, where four 


Years after he loſt his Life and his whole Army. A. D. 407. 


Now 
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Now in molt parts of Europe as well as in Britain 
the Publick Affairs began to decline: The Landals entred 
Spain; the Alans, Portugal; the Goths, Italy, and Rome 
it ſelf ; and the Britains were expoſed to the mercileſs 
Rage and Fury of the barbarous Scozs and Pics. Now 
the Britains implore the Aſſiſtance of the Romans, they 
petition the Emperor Honorius, who being diſtreſs'd, and 
not able to defend Rome againit Alarich, excuſed him- 
ſelf, adviſed them to uſe their own Methods for Safe- 
ty, and acquitted them of all Roman Juriſdiction, The 
Tho Roman; Britains being thus diſcharged and abandoned, began to 
qui: the Ju- live after their own Laws and Inſtitutions. The Araortict- 
111412100 Of 225 in Caul followed their Example. Thus fell the vaſt 
Ksoman Empire, firſt in Britain, ſoon aſter in lay, and with 

all that was Roman, as Learning, Valour, Eloquence, 
Hiſtory, Civility, and even Language it ſelf. This hap- 
pened about the Year 410, which was 463 Years after 
8 5 Ceſur's firſt landing, 367 after the Romans got 
oſſeſſion under the Emperor Claudius, and 326 after 
Agricola conquered it under Domitian. | 

Whilſt the Romans continued in this Iſland, for the bet- 

ter Conveniency of Paſſage from Gariſon to Gariſon, from 


Station to Station, from Colony to Colony, and from one — 
Municipium or Corporation to another, they had their pub- 2 
lick High- ways, called the Conſulary, Prætorian, Regal and th VB 
Military Ways, Sc. and by the Moderns Strates or Yoke 
Streets, of which four were of principal Note, viz. Via the Fr 
Petelingiana, ſinee called Yatling Street: Via Icenorum, N 
or Ikenild Street; Erming Street, and the Foſs-way ; two IH 


whereof ran thro* the Breadth, and two thro' the Length 
of the Nation. Theſe Ways had ſeveral Privileges and 
immunities ; Strangers were protected from Arreſts; there 
were many Manſions for Travellers to reſt themſelves, Inns 
for Entertainment; and Mutations where they changed 
Poſt Horſes, Waggons and Chariots. Theſe and other 
ſtupendous Works of the Rowazxs, have in theſe latter 
Ages, been thought impoſſible to have been done by 
Men; but nevertheleſs they remain Specimens of the 
Glory, Grandeur, Riches, Power and Induſtry of the 
Romans, before the Declenſion of their vaſt Empire. 
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S BET. MW. 


From the Romans quitting their Furiſadliction 


of the Iſland, to the Deſtruction of Britain 


by the Picts, Scots, and Saxons. 


Tz E Britains being thus at Liberty to live according 4 P. 4⁰ 


to their own Laws, at firſt proceeded in their Ad- 
miniſtration with ſome Vigor and Reſolution ; but be- 
ing more fond of the Name of Liberty, than acquainted 
with the Difficulties ef_Government, they grew violent 
in what they underſtood not; none were more brave and 
daring in Council, and none ſo relenting in Action; all 
underſtood the Scheme, but none would put it in Prac- 
tice, Thus in a ſhort Time when the Heat of Liberty 
was ſpent, and the Enemies daily encreaſed, they found 
their own Temper returning upon them, a Slothfulneſs 
of Body, and a Slaviſhneſs of Mind ; and then they per- 
ceived that the Love only of Freedom could not protect 
them; but ſuch Diligence, Wiſdom, and Bravery, which 


they wanted: So that they were more wretched under 7r;tains in- 
feſted by the 
Pi#s and 


the Burden of their own Liberty, than under a foreign 
Yoke. They were obliged to ſend a ſecond Time to 
the Emperor Honorius for Aſſiſtance againſt the P:&s and 
Scots. 


Honorias more out of Compaſſion than Ambition, ſent The Remans 
Ant chem 


and returns 
. D. 418. 


a Legion, who coming ſuddenly over, made great Ha- 
vock among the Picte, ſoon drove them beyond their 


Borders, and rebuilt the Wall which Agricola and Autoniuns 
Pius had made between the Frith of Edinburgh and Dun- 
$ britton; but as ſoon as the Romans were returned, the barba- 
tous People broke down this Wall, it being only built with 
Turf, and poured in on the Province like a Torrent, deſtroy- 
ing all with Fire and Sword, whereſoever they came: On 
the other hand the Scots landed in great Swarms, and waſted 
all before them with no leſs Cruelty: So that the poor 


Britains were miſerably bandied between two inſolent 


and mercileſs Enemies, ſtriving which ſhould exceed the 
{ Other in Spoil, Rapine, and Bloodſhed. 


The Britains not being able to bear theſe Miſeries any 
longer, a third Time ſent Ambaſſadors to Rowe, after 
| | the 
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the moſt ſubmiſſive manner, with their Garments rent, 
and Duſt on their Heads, begging, that the Emperor 


44 


would not ſuffer them to become a Prey and Scorn to 
Valentinian the Third then rejgning pitied | 


Barbarians. rd 
The Romans their Misfortunes, and ſent Forces to their Relief, who 


— men made a terrible Slaughter among the Enemies, reſcued the 


the Pia: 


— high and eight broad, and fortified it with ſtrong T'ow- 


ers, croſſing the Iſle from the Tine to the River Eaen, eighty 


Miles in Length; which Wall is now vulgarly called the 
That part of Britain called Valeutia was 


Pics Wall, 
left wholly to the Enemy. The Romans who came to 


aſſiſt the Britains; having thus ſecured the Nation, let | 


them underſtand, that they muſt not expect from them 
any more ſuch Expeditions for their Security; exhorting 
them courageouſly to defend their Country and Liberties 
againſt thoſe Barbarians; to which purpoſe they inſtruct- 
them in the Art of War, and left Patterns of their Arms 
and Weapons; then they took their Leave with Deſign 
never to return, about the Year 435, Which was 488 at- 
ter the firſt Entrance of Julius Cæſar. 
A. b. 435. The Iſland being thus abandoned by the Raman, the 
Britains bar- Scots and Pics return with more Fury than ever, and 


Bart ai without Reſiſtance, took Poſſeſſion of the Country as 
Tia. far as the Wall, In the mean Time the cowardly Guards 


that were placed on the Wall, ſuffered the Picks to pull 
them down headlong with their Engines and long Hooks; 
fo that in a ſhort Time they became Maſters of the Wall, 
and of the deſerted Frontiers. The Inhabitants flying 
were perſued by the Barbarians, who made a terrible 
Slaughter of them, and what added to the Misfortune of 
thoſe that fled, was the Scarcity of all manner of Provi- 
ſion, which made them ſeize on whatſoever they could 
find, to allay their Hunger. From hence aroſe new Miſ- 
chiefs and Diſcords amongſt themſelves, and thence ci- 
vil Wars; a People in civil Conteſt the moſt obſtinate 
and reſolute, tho* feeble and irreſolute againſt their fo- 
reign Invaders. In the Time of theſe Troubles and Ca- 
lamities in the State, the Church was diſturbed with Pe- 
lagianiſm, by means of Agricola, Diſniple of Pelagins 1 
Monk, ſometime of Bangor in Tunqhire. The weak 


Chiigians:calleds;in-to.thein Aſſiſtande Germanus Biſhop 
of Auxerre, and Lapus Biſhop of Tryes in Gaul, who by 
their aſſiduous preaching confirmed many in the Faith, 
| gained 
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Britains from theſe Barbarians, and to prevent the like In- £ 
And build curſions, they built a Wall of ſolid Stone twelve Foot 
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gained many more, and laſtly in a publick Diſputation at 
Verulam, confuted the chief of the Hereticks. 

The miſerable Remains of the Britains being thus har- 4. D. 446. 
raſs'd by their Enemies, addreſſed themſelves by doleful 
Letters to the renowned AÆtius, the Koman Lieutenant 
in Gaul. They began in theſe Words: To Arms thrice They addreſs 
© Conſul, the Groans of the Briza:ms, The Barbarians — 
© drive us to the Sea, and the Sea drives us back to the Bar- Tsa 
barians; ſo that we muſt either be flain by the one or in vin. 
© drowned by the other ; belides Famine and Mortality rage | 


in this Land to a violent Degree. To theſe mournful 


Petitions they received no Anſwer ; for the Empire being 
infeſted with Hans, Goths and Vandals, was not in 4 
Condition to ſend them Relief. Thus being deſtitute of 
all human Aſſiſtance, ſome yielded themſelves to the 
Mercy of their Enemies ; others madea ſtout Reſiſtance, 
ſo that the Scott and Pics were quite tired out, which 
cauſed them to retire for a while; and this gave the Bri- 
tains Leiſure to cultivate the Land, which brought 
forth ſuch a plentiful Crop, as had not been known in 
the Memory of Man, which occaſioned the breaking 
out of freſh Miſchiefs; as Riot, Luxury, and Wanton- 
neſs; bating Truth and loving Lies, calling Good Evil, 
and Evil Good; all, both b and —__ acted directly 
againſt the publick Good and Safety. Thus the Prieſts 
and People being wretchedly qualified for Government, 
reſolved to chuſe ſeveral Kings of their own; Theſe 
Kings were no ſooner choſen, but were as ſuddenly depo- + 
ſed and murdered by their EleQors, to make way for 
others, n 
The Affairs in the State being managed in this violent 
Manner, the Church was very much diſturbed; for Pe- 


Hagianiſin ſpreading again in the Country, the Briti 


Prieſts ſend again to Germanus for Aſſiſtance, who with 


Severus a Diſciple of his former Aſſociate Paulus, came 
into this Iſland, apprehended the Heads and Teachers of 
this new Doctrine, and ſent them into Exile. Germanus 
being departed, the Scott and Picts return, and threaten 


the Deſtruction of the whole Land, but were prevented 


by a dreadful Peſtilence that broke out, and ſwept away 
{ ſuch Numbers, that the Living were ſcarce able to bury 
the Dead; and as fon as the Contagion ceas'd, the Ene- 


my advanced with mercileſs Fury, as far as Stamford in 


Lincolnſhire. 


At 


— - — —_____—_—__ — * 
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Hengiſt and 


Horſa, to 


FE. D. 449. 


Vortigern 
gives Kent 


The History of ENGLAND. 


At this Time Yortigern, a haughty and inſolent Prince, | 


8 

| + "os 
| 
1 * 
F *s 
£ 2 
i; 


neither wiſe in Counſel, nor experienced in War, was | 


King of the Britains, who in a grand Council, reſolyed |? 


to ſend for the Heathen Saxons, to expel the Northern 


Nations. This which was deſigned for a Defence, pro- 1 
ccordingly Ambaſſadors 


ved the Ruin of the Nation. 


were diſpatched into Germany. The Saxoxs eafily com- 


| plied with their Requeſts, and fitted out three long Vel- | 
The Saxons ſels called Chiles, under the Conduct of Hengiſt and 
arrive under Hforſa, two Brothers, deſcended from that antient Hoden, 
the Royal Family of the Saxoxs derive their 
their Aſſiſt· Pedigree. Theſe Leaders, with fifteen hundred Follow- 
ance. ers, arriving in Britain, were welcomed both by the 
Prince and People; and the Ifle of Thanet, where they 
landed, was appointed for their Habitation, and a League 
was immediately made with them: It was ſtipulated that 


from whom 


they ſhould defend the Britains Country, and that 
for their Service they ſhould have ſufficient Pay and Re- 
wards. By this Means the Affairs of Britain received 
a mighty 4 which happened in the Year 449, and 
in the twenty fourth Year of Pharamond the firit King of 
France, which was thirty nine Years after the Romans 
firſt quitted the Britains, and fourteen Years after they 
had totally abandoned the Ifle. 

The Saxoxs beginning thus to inhabit Britain, under 
Hengiſt and Horſa, were very ſerviceable againſt the Scozs 
and P:&s, who had made an Irruption as far as Stamford; 
but finding the Iſland to be rich and fruitful, and the Inhabi- 
tants enervated with Vice and Luxury, they ſend home to 
invite others to be Sharers of their future Succeſs and Ex- 
pectations: Upon which Invitation they fitted out ſe- 
venteen Veſſels, and filled them with Saxons, Fates, and 
Angles, three Nations in Germany; theſe came over, 
who with thoſe that were here before, made up a com- 
plete Army. 22 | 

With theſe alſo came over Rowena, Daughter of Hen- 
77 a Lady of admirable Beauty; with whoſe Charms 
Vortigern was ſo captivated, that he immediately offered 
to make her his Wife: To this Hengiſt complied, gave 
the King his Daughter, and as a Gratuity received all 


Kem, and was allo ſuffered by Fortigern to ſend for more 
Hen- 


Saxons, under Octa and Ebuſa, Son and Nephew 10 

£ift, under the ſpecious Pretence of ſecuring the Nor- 

thern Parts, as Hengiſt did the South; who came over in 
| | forty 
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| of five Years they never attempted to land again. 


bim in the Port of S$zozar, believing that the ſecret Vir- 
tue of his Bones, would prevent the Saxons from landing 
near that Place; but they neglected his Commands and 
buried him at Lincoln. 


called 
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forty Veſſels, arrived at the Orcades, ſappreſs'd both the 
Pids and Scots, and afterwards ſeated themſelves in that 
part of the Iſland called Norzbamberland. Hengift (till 
making Advantage of the King's Imprudence, ſends by 
Degrees for more Men and Ships, till he had ſufficiently 
encreaſed his Number; then he fixed the Jutes in Kent, 
and the Saxons and Angles, in other Parts of the Country. 
Hengiſt being thus ſettled, and confiding in his Numbers, 
declares, that if the Britains would not ſupply him better, 
he would break the League, and waſte the whole Coun- ens turn 
try; they civilly refuſed his Demands, whereupon the their Arms 
$axos Commanders ſecretly made a Peace with the Picks, ans 
and turned their Arms} againſt their Allies, and ravaged 
their Country with Fire and Sword. The People were 
ſlain in Heaps, the Prieſts butchered at the Altar, and the 
Biſhops maſſacred without any Diſtin&ion : Some for 
Shelter fled to the Woods and Mountains, where they 
ſuffered the Extremity of Famine, others into foreign 
Nations, particularly Armorica ; thoſe that remained at 
Home lived in perpetual Fears, and led a hard and miſe- 
rable Life, in the Woods and Mountains. 
At laſt Vortimer, Son of Vortigern, undertook to 
fight for his diſtreſſed Country: He thrice ſhut up the 
Saxons in the Iſle of Thanet, who receiving freſh Sup- 
plies, broke through and eſcaped the Danger ; yet he 
tought with them four other Battels, three of which are 
ſpecified by Place and Circumſtance. The firſt on the 
River Darwent in Kent, the ſecond at Episford, wherein 
Horſa the Brother of Hengiſt fell, together with Kati- 
gern, the other Son of Vortigern. The third was in a 
Field by Sonar, now Folkſtone in Kent, where the Bri- Vortimer 


a: . ers | drives the 
tains beat the Saxons into their Ships; and for the Space — 
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Vortimer before his Death deſired the People to bury 


Hengyt and his Son E fought the Britains, in a Place 4. P. +57. 
led Crecanford, and leu four thouſand of them; the 
Britaius deſerted Kent; and fled to London in a great Con- 


ſternation; from witieh Victory, Authors generally date 


the beginning of the Kingdom of Ken, under Hengiſt; Kent the firſt 
this was about eight Vears after he firſt entered the — ane Deng: 


41d he reigned thirty one Febrs after. Bur Vortigern (till ais. 
645] £ main- 
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maintaining the War againſt the Saxoxs, they conſult how 


48 


to entrap him and his Army, to which end they ſent | 
Ambaſſadors to offer Peace, and to renew their former 


Amity : Vortigern agreed to an Interview in the moſt 
pl 8 5 place 


friendly manner witheut Arms, but the treacherous Hen. 
gift ordered their Followers to conceal their Daggers 
under their Garments, and at the Word of Command 
to fall on the Britains, and deſtroy all but the King: 
The Word was given, the Saxons fell on the Britain, 
and diſpatched three hundred of the Britiſh Nobility. Vor- 
tigeru was put in Chains, who for his Ranſom gave to the 
Saxons thoſe Countries, which afterwards were called 
Eſſex, Middleſex and Suſſex : This ſo ſtrengthened Hen- 
giſt, and confirmed him in his new Kingdom of Kent, 
and gave the Saxons ſuch Footing in this Iſle, that the 
Britains could never after repel them. 
For many ſucceeding Centuries, there never wanted a 


Saxon Monarch in this Iſle. But Aurelius Ambroſius, deſ- 
cended of Koman Anceſtors, and fuch as had born Regal 
Dignity in the Iſland, ſucceeding Yorzrgery, firſt as Ge- 
neral, and afterwards as King, revived the Hopes of | 
the diſpirited Britains: Under the Conduct of this emi- 


Aurelius . . 
Ambros nent Man, they in a ſhort time gained a great Victory 


xelieves che over the Saxoxs. 
Britains. 


up the vacant Metropolitan Sees of Tork and Caerleon, 
with two worthy Biſhops called Samtpſon and Dubritius; 
and {ome ſuppoſe he erected thoſe famous Piles of Stones in 
Salisbury Plain, called Stonehenge, in Honour of thoſe 
three hundred Noblemen maſlacred by Hexgiſt. 
A. D. 465, The Britains now having a little Reſpite from their 
Enemies, fall into civil Diſſenſions, and one of Vorti- 
era's Sons named Paſcentizs, raiſed a Rebellion in the 


orth, but was ſoon overcome and put to flight. Eight the-rig 
TI 


dich; b 
rick fe 


Years after, Hengiſt and his Son Ei engaged the Hri- 
tains, worſted them, and took a great Booty; upon this, 


new Bodies of the Saxon come over, under the Conduct 


of Ella and his three Sons, Cymen, MWencing and Ciſſa; 
theſe arrived in three Ships, and landed in a Place called Cy- 
men-Shoar in Suſſex. e Inbabitants in a tumultuous 
manner gathered to oppoſe them; the Danes received 
them, put them to flight, killed many, and drove the reſt 

& into 


After this ſignal Victory, Ambroſium 
conven'd the Princes and Nobility at Tr; gave Orders 
for the repairing the Churches, and marched to London, 
Wincheſter, and Salisbury, in all Places endeavouring to | 
reſtore the State of the Church and Kingdom. He filled 
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into a Wood, called Audredes Leage. They ſeized all 
the Sea Ports in S#fſex, and continued to enlarge their 
Territories, till the ninth Vear after their Arrival, when 


the Britains with united Forces engaged them, near 2 


lace called Mearcrede, or Burnamſtede: The Battle was 


doubtful, both Parties drawing off with Loſs ; and Ella 
ſends for Supplies. Not long after, Hengiſt K. of Kent died, 4. P. 488. 
and was ſucceeded by his Son ESA, who reigned twenty 
four Years, without enlarging his Dominions. But Ella 
having encreaſed his Army, proceeded with Succeſs a- 
gainſt the Britains, laid Siege to a City called Anares 
Ceaſter, took it and put all to the Sword. Thus Ella, 4 
three Years after the Death of Hengiſt, laid the Founda- hen 
tiou of the ſecond Saxon Kingdom, called the Kingdom Kingdom. 
of the South Saxons, conſiſting of thoſe Parts now cal- 
led Suſſeæ and Surrey; this was begun in the Year 491, 
and 34 after the beginning of the Kingdom of Kent. 

Britain being now the Field of Fortune, many Adven- 
turers came daily from Germany; particularly - Cerarck, Saxons ar- 
the tenth in Lineage from Moden, who with his Son Cen- 7ive under 
rick, and as many as he could tranſport in five Veſſels, 
landed at a Place, which from him is called Cergrct's 
Shore, and after ſome Skirmiſhes with the Inhabitants, 
they got Poſſeſſion of all thoſe Countries on the Sea 
Coaſts. About tix Years after, one Porta with his two And Ports 
Sons, Bleda and Magla, with two Veſſels, arrived at the 
Place, which from him is (till called Portſmouth; who 
beating thoſe that oppoſed him, and having lain a Br:- 
tih Prince, took for himſelf and Followers another 
Share of the Country. About ſeven Years after the Ar- 
rival of Porta, the Britains again united their Forces, 


under the Conduct of Nazaleod, one of their greateſt Nazaled 
| Kings, the ſame with Uther Pendragon, Ambroſins's Suc- 


ceſſor. Upon this Cerdick ſends to Est King of Kent, 


to Ella King of the South Saxozs, and to Porta and his 
Sons for Aid ; he commanded the right Wing of his 
Army, and his Son Cerrict the left. Naxaleod attackt 
the right with ſuch-Bravety; that he ſoon routed Cer- 
dich; but perſuing: with: more Heat than Caution, Cen- 
nic fell in on the. Rear, recovered the Bartel, and 


ſlew Naxaleod oi the Spot, with five thouſand of his His Death; 
- of 62518! bar . 

Six Years after, thafamous Aribur came to the Crown, 4. D. 514. 
who overthrew the Særunr in twelve Batrels, the firſt at = ſuc- 
& River called Glenn ꝓchetãcund, third, fourth and- fifth, Ms 
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8 2 8 
near the River Dag or Due, the fixth at the River Bar f mam 


. 2 

's-Side, the ſeventh in the Wood Chelidon, the 
EN near the Caſtle of Suiunion, the ninth in the City 4 my 
of Lergis or Caerleon, the tenth near a River call'd | ar this 


| Arderick, the eleventh upon the Hill Brenoin, the 
twelfth on the Hill of Badoz near Bath; yet notwith- Þ Urf 


dome 
ſtanding this, Cerdicſ at length prevails, gets many Ad- 5 470 
— over the Britains, being joyn'd by Srufe &y 8nd : Kue 
Withgar his two Nephews, who came over in three Vds 
Ships; and after he had Footing here for four and twenty Noe 
gebe, Year, be took on him. the Title of King, and foundet “ 
the chir4 the third Kingdom call'd Weſt Saxons, containing De- 5 
Rugeom zonſbire, Somerſetſhire, Wiltſhire, Hampſhire, an Berk: 4 2 
Hire; to which Cornwall was afterwards added. This bock ! 
Kingdom at laſt conquered all the reſt, and ſo got the Leight 
ſole Command of all England. ING, | Wo Bucks, 
4.0.55. The Saxons thus daily encreaſing in Number, wen f Fe 
on making new Incroachments, and in ſeven Years fs 80 
dae, TYme, founded a fourth Kingdom in Britain, call'd Eaſt- Cee 
Nieden, Saen, containing Eſex, Middleſex, and Part of Hart- 1445 
aw, feralpire. It was begun in the Year 527, by Erchenwin aa 
the Son of Ha; it never came to be very conſiderable, 8 
tho? it had London, the Metropolis of England, under its Jon c 
Dominion. k ; Saxons 
| Abqut fifteen Years after this, the great King Arthur BY che 
dies, and is ſucceeded by Conſtantine ; and about five f laden | 
| Years after, Ida the Saxen, the tenth in Deſcent from y deci 
——547. Hoden, founded the fifth Kingdom in this Jie, call'd the crengt 
Nerchember. Kingdom of Northumberland, conſiſting of that Part of 480 
— the fifth Britain, that lies North of the Humber This proved a n this 
— werful Kingdom, containing Torkfoire, Lancaſbire, ſiſted o 
1 ee Cumberland, Weſtmorland and N orthumberland, Nation 
- and Part of Scotland, as far as Edinburgh-Frith ; in twelve | ire, 
Years Time it was divided into two Parts, one call'd a ere 
Bernicia, and the other Deira. | =_ ingham 
4. D. 561. Now Ezhelbert, the fifth King of Kent, began to raiſe nooks x 
C.irvil Wars amongſt the Saxons, but he was twice de- fordſhir 
feated by them; and Keaulin King of the Welt Saxon:, BY Depart 
purſued him into his own Territories, and at }ibbaudu ET, 
ſlew Oſlac and Cnebba, two of his Commanders. I 2 ; 
From hence the Britains, for the Space of fifty Years, of his! 
received no conſiderable Annoyance from the Saxons, BY Bur thi 
but from this State of Quiet and Eaſe, the Britains loſt Britain 
the very Senſe of Induſtry, Courage and Virtue, and them, | 


there was ſcarce the leaſt Footſtep of Goodneſs left rg 
| | | maining 


9 
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mainin among all the Ranks and Degrees in the Land. 
Ie Commons had no Honour nor Juſtice in them; | 


the Kings and Magiſttates were mere I yrants; and there 
was never ſuch an illiterate, and corrupted Clergy as | 
at this Time. | | | 
Ua, the Eighth from Moden, began the ſixth King- 2 
dom call'd Eaſt-Azgles, containing Norfolk, Suffolk, Cam- 4360 
bridgeſbire, with the Ifle of Ely. The Subjects of this Kingdom. 
Kingdom are the more remarkable, becauſe they after- 
wards gave Name to the whole Kingdom of Eug land. 
Now the Saxoxs began again to aſſauit the Bretazas, and 
in a few Ycars. Tune drove em from England into 
Wales : for Cuthwulf, Brother of Keaulin, King of the 
Weſt-Saxoas, beat em at Bedenford or Bedford, and 
took from them four good I owns, Liganbzrgh, now 
Leighton, in Bedfordſhire, Egleghurg, now Alesbury in 
Bucks, with Bennington and 1gne/ham, now Benſon and 
Eveſham, in Oxfordfhire. Six Years after Keanlin and 
his Son Cuthwin, again overthrew 'em at Deorbam in 
Glocefterjhire, flew three of their Kings, Cormait, Con- 
dida u, and Farmmait; and took three of their chief Ci- 
ties, viz. Cloceſter, Cirenceſter, and Badenceſter, or Bath. 
Some Time after the Britains engaged Keauly, and his 
Son Cutha at Fethamleage: Cuba was ſlain, and the 
Saxons gave Way, till Keaulin renew'd the Fight, rout- 
ed the Britains, took many Towns, and returned richly 
laden with Booty: Thus the poor Britains continual- 
ly declined, lofing Ground every where ; which (till 
ſtrengthened the Saxons. [4 
About this Time, Cerda founded the ſeventh Kingdom , 
in this Iſle, call'd the Kingdom of Mercia, which con- dark wig . 
ſiſted ot ſeventeen Counties, in the middle Part of the ſeventh 
Nation, viz. Eloceſterſpire, Herefordſbire, Morceſter- Kingdom. 
ire, Warwickſhire, Leiceſterſpire, Rutland, Northamp- 
Lvonſbire, Lincolnſhire, Huntingtonſpire, Bedfordſbire, Buck- 
inglamſbire, Oxford ſhire, Staffordſhire, Shropſhire, Not- 
ingbamſbire, Derbyſhire and Cheſpire, and Part of Hart- 
Veraſpire. Notwithſtanding this, the Britains before their 
Departure, ſhew'd — Nikas of their ancient Va- 
lour; for meeting with Keaulin at Woden's Mount in 
= tire, they deſtroyed his Army, and chas'd him out 
of his Kingdom, who died the next Year in great Want. 
But this Victory prov'd but of little Advantage to the 
Britains, for the Scots, Picks and Saxons, uniting againſt 
them, in a few Years drove them quite out of their 
E 2 Coun- 
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near the River Dag or Due, the ſixth at the River Baſ- 
ſas's-Side, the ſeventh in the Wood Chelrdon, the 
eighth near the Caſtle of Suiunion, the ninth in the City 
ot Lergis or Caerleon, the tenth near a River call'd 
Arderick, the eleventh upon the Hill Brenoin, the 
twelfth on the Hill of Badon near Bath; yet notwith- 
ſtanding this, Cerdicł at length prevails, gets many Ad. 
vantages over the Britaius, being joyn'd by Szafey and 
Withgar his two Nephews, who came over in three 
Ships; and after he had Footing here for four and twenty 
debe, Years, he took on him the Title of King, and founded 
the chirs the third Kingdom call'd Weſt Saxons, containing De- 
Rungeom onſhore, Somerſetſhire, Wiltſhire, Hampſhire, and Berks 

Hire; to which Cornwall was afterwards added. This 
Kingdom at laſt conquered all the reſt, and ſo got the 
ſole Command of all Eaglaud. * 
4.D. 519, The Saxoxs thus daily encreaſing in Number, went 
on making new Incroachments, and in ſeven Years 
af: Saxens TYme, founded a fourth Kingdom in Britain, call'd Eaſt- 
the fourth. 5. x0x5, containing Eſſex, Middleſex, and Part of Hart: 
Kingdom. 7 : 
ordfhire. It was begun in the Year 527, by Erchenwin 
the Son of Va; it never came to be very conſiderable, 
tho” it had Loudon, the Metropolis of England, under its 
Dominion. | 
About fifteen Years after this, the great King Arthur 
dies, and is ſucceeded by Conſtantive ; and about five 
Years after, Ida the Saxon, the tenth in Deſcent from 
. HYoden, founded the fifth Kingdom in this Je, call'd the 
Northwmber- Kingdom of Nortbumberland, conſiſting of that Part of 
— 1 Britain, that lies North of the Humber: This proved a 
ingdom. a "We" . 
werful Kingdom, containing Yorkſhire, Lancaſpire, 
PRE. 7 215 9 Cumberland, Weſtmorland and Northumberland, 
and Part of Scotland, as far as Edinbargh-Frith ; in twelve 
Years Time it was divided into two Parts, one call'd 
Bernicia, and the other Deira. | 

Now Ezhelbert, the fifth King of Kent, began to raiſe 
Civil Wars amongſt the Saxoxs, but he was twice de- 
feated by them; and Keaulin King of the Welt Saxon, 
purſued him into his own Territories, and at MWibbaudun 
ſlew O/lac and Cnebba, two of his Commanders. 

From hence the Britains, for the Space of fifty Years, 
received no conſiderable Annoyance from the Saxoms ; 
but from this State of Quiet and Eaſe, the Britains lol 
the very Senſe of Induſtry, Courage and Virtue, and 
there was ſcarce the leaſt Footſtep of Goodneſs left rg 
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maining among all the Ranks and Degrees in the Land. 

The Commons had no Honour nor Juſtice in them; 

the Kings and Magiſtrates were mere I yrants; and there 

was never ſuch an illiterate, and corrupted -Clergy as 

3 5 1 he ſuch Kiog- 4.0. 575 
a, the Eighth from Woden, an the ſixth King- Z. P. 575. 

Jom ire Eaft-Angles, containing Neft, Snffolk, — — ng 

bridgeſbire, with the Ifle of Ely. Ihe Subjects of this Kingdom. 

Kingdom are the more remarkable, becauſe. they after- 

wards gave Name to the whole Kingdom of Eg land. 

Now the Saxoxs began again to aflauit the Britains, and 

in a few Vears Time drove 'em from Euglaud into 

Wales : for Cuthwulf, Brother of Keaulin, King of the 

Meſt- Saxons, beat em at Bedenford or Bedford, and 

took from them four good Towns, Liganburgb, now 

Leighton, in Bedfordſhire, Egleghurg, now Alesbary in 

Bucks, with Bennington and 1gneſham, now Benſon and 


8 Eveſham, in Oæfordſbire. Six Years after Keanlin and 
his Son Cuthuin, again overthrew 'em at Deorbam in 


Glocefterſhire, flew three of their Kings, Carmarr, Con- 


44a, and Farmmait; and took three of their chief Ci- 
ties, vi. Cloceſter, Cirenceſter, and Badenceſter, or Bath. 
Some Time after the Britains engaged Neæaulin, and his 


Son Cutha at Fethamleage: Cutha was ſlain, and the 
Saxons gave Way, till Keaulin renew'd the Fight, rout- 
ed the Britains, took many Towns, and returned richly 
laden with Booty: Thus the poor Britains continual- 
ly declined, loſing Ground every where; which till 
ſtrengthened the Saxons. n 
About this Time, Cerda founded the ſeventh Kingdom 
in this Iſle, call'd the Kingdom of Mercia, which con- Arg che 
ſiſted t ſeventeen Counties, in the middle Part of the ſeventh 
Nation, viz. Eloceſterſpire, Herefordſhire, Morceſter- Kingdom. 
ſhire, Warwickſhire, Leiceſterſpire, Rutland, Northamp- 
zonſhire, Lincolnſhire, Huntingtonſhire,Bedfordihire, Buck- 
inghamſpire, O xford/hire, Staffordſhire, Shropſhire, Not- 
tingbamſbire, Derbyſhire and Cheſhire, and Part of Hart- 
fordfoire. Notwithltanding this, the Britains before their 
Departure, ſhew'd Come — of their ancient Va- 
lour; for meeting with Keaulin at Moden's Mount in 
Miliſhire, they deſtroyed his Army, and chas'd him out 
of his Kingdom, who died the next Year in great Want. 
ut this Victory prov'd but of little Advantage to the 
Britain, for the Scots, Picks and Saxons, uniting againſt 
nem, in a few Years drove them quite out of their 
E 2 Coun- 
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- $2 
Country; ſome beyond the Seas into Armorica, ſome in. 

to Cornwall, but moſt into Wales; the poor Remains, Th 

that ſtaid among the Saxozs, were made Slaves, and kent 519, 

to the moſt ſervile Offices; from whom began Villainage 4 cighty 

in England, which laſted till the Reign of Henry the Se. tecn | 

venth. == Cera: 

= inc 

- Cediu. 

SSC TI ICSD MY an 1 

7 he 

527, 2 

SECT. IV. a 

1 os | Kings, 

From the Deſtruction of Britain by the Saxon; Sede 

and other Nations, tothe new Eſtabliſhment Se, 

and Sz 

made by King Egbert, who became the firl The 

ſupreme Monarch of England. i 147, 4 

| ort 

A. P. 596. H Ewrhole Nation was now in Poſſeſſion of Foreiz Tho 
ners, under the Names of Saxon, Jutes and Angle, WY Ella, 

tho? the moſt general Name was that of the Saxon, who þ Alfrid, 
occaſioned the whole Nation to be call'd New Saxony, Ethelw 

ſo that now we are to begin with a new Body of People zhelred 

and with a new State and Government of the Land The 

which introduc'd a general Change of Names, of La- 575, al 

guages, of Cuſtoms, of Laws, of Arms, of Diſcipline cightee 

of Poſſeſſion, of Titles, of Religion, and of even Kings, 

Thing in the Nation. Altho' we have already mer /zs, Re 
tioned the Foundations of theſe Saxon Kingdoms, je Lerd, 1 
to clear the Story, we will give a general Account oY Erhels: 

each, till the Time of Egbert, the fri ſupreme Monarc The 
of this Nation. | ended i 
1. Kent The Kingdom of Kent began in the Year 457, ende Years, 
in 823, continued 366 Years; its Royal Seat Cauterbun four Pa 
and ſometimes Recalver near the Seas. It had ſeventec MF “, Ces 
Kings, four Pagans and thirteen Chriſtians, viz. Hengij i Cealred 
Et, Offa, Ermiric, Ethelbert, Eadbald, Ercomben velm, I 
Egbert, Lothair, Eadric, Withred, Eabert, Ediibert, A 2nd Cec 
ric, Edilbert, Cuthred, and Balared; it conſiſted of th led by t 
County of Keur, and ſome of Hampſhire. = As t. 
The South Saxons began in the — 491, and ende archs, d 
2 South Gan- in 60, continuing 109 Years; its Royal Seat was CH and con 
2 8 cheſter”; it had five Kings, two Pagans and three Chi little Sa 
ſtians, viz. Ella, Cifſa, Ethelwolf, Berthram, and AJ omit rel 
thum. Tee authenti 
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cighty three Years ; its Royal Seat Wincheſter; it had fix- 
teen Kings, five Pagans, and eleven Chriſtians, viz. 
Cerdic, Kenric, Caulin, Ceolric, Ceolwuf, Cynegils cum 
2 0rincelm, Kenewalch cum Seæburge, Eskwine, Kentwinc, 
= Ceduwalla, Ina, Ethelberd, Cuthred, Sigebert, Cynewnlf, 
"3; FS and Bzrthric, 


527, and ended in {7 5 it continued two hundred and . 
twenty Years, its Royal Seat London; it had twelve 

I Kings, two Pagans, and ten Chriſtiaus, vix. Erchenuin, 
Hedda, Sexred cum Fratre Sigebert, Sigebert, Swithelm, 
Saber cum Seba, Sigehard cum Swanfred, Offa, Selred 
and Swithred, | 


547, and ended in 792; conlaning two hundred and . 

IF forty five Years, its Royal Seat Tor#; it had twenty one 

£2 Kings, four Pagans, and ſeventeen Chriſtians, viz. Ida, 

Ella, Edelric, Edelferd, Edwin, Oſwald, Oſmy, Egfrid, 

= Alſrid, Ofred, Kenred, Oſric, Ceoluulf, Eadbert, Ofulf, 

15 00 Aured, Ethelred, Alfwold, Ofred,. and E- 
= Z-eired. | Ls 


The Kingdom of the Welt Saxons began in the Year ; Weſt 
519, aud ended in 802; it continued two hundred and Saxeny. 


The Kingdom of the Eaſt Saxons began in the Year 4. Eaft Sax- 


The Kingdom of Northumberland began in the Year 5. Northwn- 


Land The Kingdom of the Eaſt Angles began in the Year 6. Eaſt Eng- 
Lan 5752 and ended in 792, continuing two hundred and 44. 
ipline g eighteen Years; its Royal Seat Dunwitch; it had fourteen 


© Kings, four Pagans, and ten Chriſtians, viz. Usfa, Tity- 
t, Redwald, Eorpwald, Sigebert, Egric, Anna, Ethel- 
8 -crd, Erhelwald, Aldulf, Elfwald, Beorne, Ethelred, and 
unt o Ezhelberz. 


ended in 874, continuing two hundred and eighty nine 
Years, its Royal Seat Lzncelz; it had twenty one Kings, 
tour Pagans, and ſeventeen Chriſtians, viz. Crida, W: - 


entec 22, Ceorl, Penda, Peada, Mulfer, Etbelred, Kendred, 
eng Cealred, Ethelbald, Bearnred, Offa, Egfrit, Kenulf, Ke- 
mber elm, Beornuulf, Ludecam, | Withluf, Bertulf, Burtred 


t, A 2nd Ceolwnlf. Theſe ſeven Kingdoms are generally cal- 
led by the Name of the Heptarchy. 
= As to the Lives and Actions of theſe ſeveral Mon- 
1 archs, 3 the Heptarchy, they have been ſo lamely 
and confuſedly tranſinitted to us, that we can give but 
line Satisfaction to the curious Reader; therefore we ſhall 
omit S757 ſuch things as cannot be depended on by any 
authentick Record. 


4 Pope 


The Kingdom of Mercia began in the Year 585, and 7. Mercia. 


54 


A, D. 757. 
Arſim e 
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Pope Gregory ſends Auſtin the Monk, with about forty 
other Perſons into Britain; he having received his InſtruCti- 


into England ONS, and being provided with Neceilaries, they proceeded in 


their Voyage, and landed in the Iſle of Thanet near Kent. 
At their firſt Arrival, Auſtin ſent to King Ezhelbert to 
acquaint him, That he came from Rome, and had brought 
the Promiſe of eternal Felicity ro all that would receive 
it, The King received them very civilly, ordered that 


they ſhould be provided with all Neceſſaries, and appoints 


F 4 D. 604, 


an Interview, in which Auſtin preached both to him and 
his Nobles ;the King civilly diſmiſs'd them, gave them leave 
to preach, where and to whom they pleaſed, and to gain as 
many as they could to the Belief of their Religion, or- 
dered them to reſide at Canterbury, and made Proviſion Þ 


for their Maintenance. 

Now their great Buſineſs was, to live according to the 
Rules they taught others, which in a little Time convin- 
ced the King and great Numbers of the People, ſo that they 


believed and were baptized, admiring the Simplicity of | 


their Lives, as well as the Purity of their Doctrine. In 
the following Year when Auſtin had converted the great- 
eſt part of the Kentiſh Nation, he paſſed over into 


France, and was ordained Archbiſhop of the whole Ex- 


gliſn Nation, by Eutherixs Archbiſhop of Arles. He re- 


turned with Archi- epiſcopal Authority, he recovered a 
Chriſtian Church in Canterbury, and dedicated it by the 
Name of Chriſt's Church. Other Preachers coming o- 
ver, particularly Mellitns, Juſtus, Pauliuns and Rufinian; 
Auſtin ordained Mellitus and Juſtus, and the former by i 
his powerful preaching converted the Eaſt Saxons. To 
congratulate their Converſion, Ethelbert built St. Pauls 


in London, to be their Biſhop's Cathedral; and Juſtus alſo 


had another built at Rocheſter, both which the King en- Þ 


dowed with large Poſſeſſions. 

Auſtin by virtue of his Legatine Authority, undertook 
a general Viſitation, and when he came near the Borders 
of Wales, he ſummoned all the Briziſo Biſhops to a 8). 
nod, at & Place called Auſtin's Oak, in Morceſterſpire: 
He began with brotherly Admonitions to perfuade them 


to conform to the Roman Church, but not prevailing, he 


proceeded by Threats. On this the Meeting broke up, 
and a ſecond was appointed, to which repaired ſeven 
Britiſh Biſhops, and Dinoorh Abbot of Bangor. There 
was one who ſtaid behind, gave them this Advice, That 


if they found Auſtin meek and humble, they ſhould hearken 
| 10 


r 


e 


to hit 
he be 
ſhoul 
from 
Meet 
and t 
{till a 
the B. 
of B. 
they v 
other 
red. I 
ſhoulc 
ſee th 
and v 
Chriſt 
greſs 
Neph 
and A 
ter he 
three « 
Ea⸗ 
ſtead 
— 
Kin 
Th 
dents, 
nextu 
above 
who j 
North 
Diſpu 
Ethel 
eſtabli 
reigne 
Vear 
four Y 


Wife 
Edelb. 
nied, 

a Pag 


forty 
ructi. 
led in 
K ent, 
rt to 
Y]ght 
ceive 
that 
Oints 
| and 
leave 
Un as 


The Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 


to him, as having the Marks of. Chrilt's Diſciple ; but if 


he behaved himſelf with Pride and Haughtineſs, they 
ſhould not regard him, for then he could not be a Man 


from God. With this Advice they haſt to the Place of 


Meeting, where Auſtin carried himſelf as the Pope's Legate, 
and their Metropolitan; and as they drew near, he fat 
{till and pontiſically in his Chair: This gave Offence to 
the Britaint, and they rejected his Propoſals; and Dinooth 
of Bangor in the Name of all the reſt, declared, That 
they would pay no more Subjection to the Pope, than to any 
other Chriſtian. Upon this, Auſtin in a haughty Stile, decla- 
red. That ſince they would not fubinit to his Authority, they 
ſhould be deſtroyed by Fire and Sword. Auſtin liv'd not to 
ſee the effect of his Denunciation, but died the next Year, 
and was ſucceeded by Laurentius, in his Archbiſhoprick. 
Chriſtianity whilſt Etbelbert reigned, made a mighty Pro- 
greſs in this Ifle. In the Year 611, Sgebert the King's 
Nephew, King of the Eaſt Saxons, founded the Church 
and Abby of Weſtminſter, and in 616 Ethelbert died, af- 
ter he had been near twenty Years; a Chriſtian, twenty 
three chief Monarch of Erg/and,and fifty fix King of Kent 
Eadbald ſucceeded his Father in his Throne, who in- 
ſtead of propagating, uſed his Endeavours to extinguiſh 
Chriſtianity; neither was this Apaſtacy confined to his 
Kingdom, but it ſoon ſpread it ſelf n the Eaſt Saxors. 
hro* the Miſmanagement of Eaabala and other. Acci- 
dents, Kent loſt the chief Monarchy of Exglana, which fell 
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next upon Redwald the third K. of the Eaſt Angles, who for Redwald 


above twenty Years had been Vice-Roy to King Ethelberi 
who joined Edw:iz, with his whole Power againſt the 
Northumbrians ; near the Iale they engaged; after a hot 
Diſpute the Northambrians were defeated, and King 
Etbelfrid ſlain in the Field; by which Means Edwin was 
eſtabliſhed in the Kingdom of Northumberland. Redwald 
reigned ſucceſsfully about ſix Years after, and died in the 


chief Mon- 
) arch. 


Year 624, after he had been King of the Eaſt Augles forty 4 p. .,. 


four Years, and eight chief Monarch of England. 


Edwin, grown potent in the Life of Redwald, became Rani chief 


greateſt King of all the Saxoxs, ſubduing all the Coaſts 
of Britain, with the Ifles of Angleſey and May. His firſt 
Wife being dead, he made bis Application for, the, Lady 
Edelburga, Daughter of Ezhelberz, but was at firſt de- 
nied, becauſe that a Chriſtian Virgin ought not to marry 


a Pagan; but Edwin agreed, that both ſhe and her At- 
E 4 tendants 


| his Succeſſor in the Exgliſp Monarchy, and was the Monarc b. 
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tendants, ſhould enjoy the free Exerciſe of their Religi- 
on; and that if he found their Religion more excellent 
than his own, himſelf would embrace it. Fheſe Con- 
ditions were eaſily agreed to; and with Edelburga, Biſhop 
Paulinus, and a noble Attendance all Chriftians, ſet out 
for Edwin's Court, where the Marriage was folemnized. 
Paulinus omitted no Opportunity to plant the Goſpel in 
thoſe Parts, with little Succeſs, till the next Year this ſur- 
riſing Accident made way for it. Quincelm one of the 
elt Saxon Kings, jealous of Edwin's Greatneſs, ſem 
Eumerus a Ruffian, to ſtab him, who under pretence of 


delivering a Meſſage, with a poiſoned Weapon ſtruck at Þ 


Edwin, whilſt he was diſcourſing with him at his Houſe 
by the River Derwent in Yorkſhire; but Lilla one of the 
King's Attendance, interpoſed, and received the Blow, 
which went thro” his Body and gave the King a danger- 


ous Wound. Paulinus improved this Opportunity, and 


obtained this Promiſe from him, that if Chriſt would 
grant him his Recovery and Victory over his Enemies, he 
would embrace Chriſtianity. Being in a fair way of do- 
ing well, he marched againft the Wei Saxons, ſubdued 
them, puniſhing ſome, and pardoning others, and return- 
ed Home victorious. From this Time King Edwin for- 
ſook his Idols; for at his Return, Paulinus came to him, 
and laid his right Hand on his Head, and asked him if he 
remembred that Sign, at which the King fell at the Bi- 
ſhop's Feet; the Biſhop lifting him up, put him in mind 
of his Promiſe, and perſuaded him to become a Chriſti- 
an. In a full Council, whereof Cori his chief Pagan 
Prieſt, was Preſident, it was agrecd, that the true God 
ſhould be worſhiped, and Idolatry rooted out, Corfi him- 
ſelf deſtroying their Altars and Gods with his own Hands. 
Then King Edwin, in the eleventh Year of his Reign, 
with his Nobility, and moſt of the Commons, were 
baptiſed at Tork, where he built a Church, and made 
Paulinas Archbiſhop of that See, Anno Dom. 627. Pau- 
linus paſſed the Humber, making a glorious Progreſs in 
converting the Pagans to the Belief of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. Edwin in the mean Time, took proper Meaſures 
to propagate the Faith, and to promote Virtue, which 
had ſo good an effect on the Minds of the People, that 
a Woman with a Child in her Hand, might travel from 
Sea to Sea without Moleſtation; but Cadwallon King of 
the Britains, and Penda the Mercian, who rebelled a- 
gainſt him, joined againſt him, and after a bloody Fight 
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at Hatfield in Yorkſhire, he and his Son Osfrid were 
lain. : 

Theſe Misfortunes made Paulinus, with Queen Ezhel- 
bzrga and her Children, fly to Eadbald King of Kent, 
who received them kindly, and made Pauliuus Biſhop of 
Rochefter, where he ended his Days. 

Edwin was ſlain in the Year 633, in the ſixth of his Chri- 
ſtianity, the ninth of his Monarchy, and ſeventeenth of his 
Reign. | 
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wald, the Son of Ethelfrid by Edwin's Siſter, aſ- — agg 


ſembled a ſmall Force, and ſuddenly ſet upon Cadwallon, “ 


and deſtroyed him and his Army, neara little River by the 
Pidts Wall, which was afterwards called Heaven's Field, 
from a Croſs, which Oſwald ſet up before the Battel. 
After this, his chief Care was to have the People in- 
ſtructed in Chriſtianity. Beda fays much of the Devoti- 
on, Meekneſs, and Charity of this Prince. He took par- 
ticular Care of the Poor, had them ſerved at his Gate, 
and gave the Plate in which they were ſerved, to be di- 
video amongſt them; which cauſed Biſhop Aiden, whom 
he had ſent for out of Scotland, to take him by the right 
Hand, and to pray that that Hand might never corrupt. 
The next Year the Weſt Saxon were converted to Chri- 
ſtianity, and Cyzeg:/ls their King, Pl the preaching of 
Berinus, whom Pope Honorius had ſent. The Year fol- 
lowing, the Eaſt Angle were recovered to Chriſtianity, 
and in the Year 640 the Univerſity of Cambridge was 
founded. In the mean Time Oſwald met 'with the ſame 
Fate with Edwin, and by the ſame Hand, being ſlain in 
Battel by Penda the Mercian, at Ofweſtroe in Shropſhire. 


Upon this the Kingdom of Northumberland again be- 4. p. 643 


came divided for fix or ſeven Years ; Oſuy gaining Ber- 


nicia, and Oſwin Deira. The former was an illegitimate 


Ofspring, and half Brother to Oſwald, and in a few 


Years became the next chief Monarch of the Eugliſp, Ofw; chiet 
who in the ſeventh Year of his Reign, began a War on Monarch. 


Ofwin; who finding himſelf much exceeded in Num- 
bers, diſmiſſed his Army, and committed his Perſon, 
with one faithful Attendant, to the Loyalty of Earl 


having him thus in his Power, commanded him to 
ſlain : Thus fell the excellent Prince Oſwin. But Ofwy, 
being;prick'd in Conſcience for his deteſtable Facts, found- 
ed a Monaſtery on the Place to expiate the Offence. 


Now 


wy Stays Df 
de A 
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A. b. 539. Now Ofwy unites both Kingdoms again, and betakes 
himſelf to the Practice of Virtue. About this Time, 
Prada, the Son of Penda, deſired Oſwy's Daughter Al. 
Reda in Marriage, which was refuſed, unleſs he embra- 
ced the Chriſtian Faith; he hearkening to what was 
preached, readily turned Chriſtian, and was baptized with | 
many of his Followers. Upon his return, he took | 
with him four Presbyters to inſtruct the People of his 
Province, who by their Care and Diligence, won great | 
Numbers to the Belief of Chriſtianity. About this I ime, 
by Ofwy's Means, the Eaſt Saxozs, who had relapſed to | 
Paganilm, were re-converted to the Belief of the, Chri- 
ſian Faith. | ; 

Ofwy, in the twelfth Year of his Reign, with his Son 

Alfrea, atlembles a ſmall Army at Leeds, in Yorkſhire, 
marches againſt the whole Body of the Merci aus, enga- 
ged. and defeated them, tho? they were thirty times more | 
in Number. This Victory was attended with the Death 
of Penda. The Fall of cruel Penda, who had been the 
Death of four or five Chriſtian Kings, cauſed a genera! 
Reoicing, and alſo brought Oſuy to the Height of his 

Power, who in three Years, ſubdued the whole King- 
dom of Mercia, and the greateſt part of the P:&s. In 
A Synod a- the Year 664, a Synod of Scotch and Engliſs Biſhops was | 
bour keeping held in a Monaſtery in the North, in the Preſence of the 
of after. King and his Son Alfred, about the Time of keeping 

Eaſter ; but they not being able to agree, the Aſſembly 
broke up without coming to any Agreement about it. 
About this Timealſo, by means of Theodore Archbiſhop 

Learning be- Of Canterbury, the Greek and Latin Tongues, with all 
gins to flou- the liberal Arts and Sciences, began to flouriſh in this Iſle, 

riſk. and it increaſed under potent and Chriſtian Kings till the 

Days of Beda. Ofwy having granted part of Mercia to 
Peada his Son- in Law, and he being ſlain by T reachery, 
he was oppoſed by Hulfer, who freed his Country from 
his Subjection. Oſy now falling fick, and being full 
of Remorſe and Trouble for Oſuin's Blood, and the 
Blood of many others, he vows a Pilgrimage to Rome, 
oſæys Death but Death ſoon put an end to his Det? ns. Thus after 
a Reignof twenty eight Years, begun in Wars and Blood, 
and ending in Troubles, in the Year 670, the Seat of the 
chief Monarchy of England was removed to the Mercians. 

Wulfer chief M ulfer was now chief Monarch of the Eugliſb, but 
Monarch. more in Name than Reality; for his Reign was but ſhort, 
and in the beginning he loſt the Iſle of Lindſey to 7, 

; | : 9 fre 
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fred King of Northumberland; but three Years after that, 

he had Succels againſt the Weſt Saxont, and took the 

ile of Wight from King Kenwald, which he gave to 

Edilwach King of the South Saxons. Walfer now be- 

coming a Chriſtian, he deſtroyed the Worſhip of Idols 

throughout his Dominions, and cauſed the Goſpel to be 

preached in all the Parts of his Kingdom. Yet he is tax- 

ed with the Sin of Simony, in felling the Biſhoprick of s:mony 6rſt 

London to Wina, the deprived Biſhop of Hincheſter. in England, 

Chriſtianity being now generally eſtabliſhed, many Mo- 

naſteries were founded, and Kings and Queens began to 

take upon them the Habits of the Religious, and fre- 

quently to withdraw from their Thrones to the Monkiſh 

Cells. Mulfer about four Years after the Deceaſe of 4. . 675. 

Ofwy, died, and left his Body to be buried in the Monaſte- 

ry, which he and his Brother had founded in Peterboroxgh. 
Ethelred, the third Son of Penda, by the Conſent of Zthelred 

Kenred the next Heir, ſucceeds Mulſer; he regains Ling-vict Mon- 

ſey and all that Y/u/fer had loſt, and then extended his 

Arms againſt Lothar King of Kent, waſting his Country 

without Reſpect to Churches and An, gat Houſes, par- 

icularly Rocheſter, which he plunder'd and drove its Bi- 

hop Putta to ſuch Extremities, that he was forced to 

each Muſick and the liberal Arts in Mercia, to get a Sub- 

iſtence, Not long after, the South Saxozs were gene- 

cally converted to the Chriſtian Faith ; and now King 

Ezhelred by the Advice and Conſent of Theodore, Atch- 

biſhop of Canterbury, divided the Kingdom of Mercia in- 

to five Dioceſes, viz. Hereford, Worceſter, - Litchfield, 

Leiceſter, and Cidnaceſter, all which were compleated 

in the Year 679. In the Year following, by the Com- 4 b. 680: 

mand of Ethelred, and three other Kings, viz. Egfrid 

of Northumberland, Aldwulf of the Eaſt Angles, and 


| Lothar of Kent, Archbiſhop Theodore ſummoned a Sy- 
nod at Hatfield in Hartfordfhire, in which were received The Canons 


the Canons of five general Councils, as Nice, Conſtau- of the gene- 


ral Councils 


| Zinople, Epheſus, Chalcedon, and another in Conſtanti- received in 
{ wople, with thoſe Conſtitutions made at Rome in the England. 

| Year 648. Alſo the yearly Order and Courſe of Read- 

| ings and Singings, as practiſed in Rome, were brought Ethelred re- 


hither. At length King Ezhelred founded the famous bens. 
Monaſtery of , oF, in Lincoluſbire, turned Monk, 

and died Abbot thereof, after he had reigned about thirty 7za's Laws. 
Years. Some Time before, Ina King of the Weſt Sax- 

au, publiſhed his Laws both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, by 

Whic 
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which it appears, that Theft, Murder, Cc. were redeem- K 
able by pecuniary Muldts; theſe are the firſt Laws that re- 


main to us entire. 
A.D 704, King Erhilred, puttin eo 
Kewed chief appointed Keured his Brother MJulfer's Son, for his Suc- 
Mlowarchis coffOr ; who after four Years peaceable Reign, appointed 
He reſigns. his Coulin Ceolred to rule in his Place, and relinquiſhed 
both his Kingdom and Country ; for he, with Offa King 
of the Eaſt Saxons, and Edw:z Pe of Horceſter tra- 
velled to Rome, turned Monks in the I ime of Pope Con- 
ſtantine the Firſt, and ſpent the reſt of their Lives in a 
A. P. 509. Monaſtery in that City. Ceolred ſucceeds with the A 
fed chief plauſe of the People, and reigned for a few Years in 
Monat great Peace and Proſperity, till [za King of the Welt 
Saxons turned his Forces againſt Mercia; accordingly a 
Battel was 72 between theſe Rival Kings at Wodenſ- 


burgh in Wiltſhire, in the Year 715. The Succeſs of | 


this Battel is uncertain. The next Year, and the ſeventh 


of his Reign, Ceolred feaſting with his Nobles was ſud- 4 


lie dies. denly poſſeſſed with an evil Spirit, and expired in Deſpair. 


J. P. 716. Ethelbald his Couſin once removed, ſucceeds him in his 5 


—— Kingdom. This Prince had a very long, and for the moſt | 
arch. bart a peaceable Reign; at his Entrance he founded the 


onaltery of Croy land, now Crowland in Lincoluſhire. 


The former part of his 95 was in a great Meaſure 
rivalled, by Ina King of the \ 


725, he flew Aldwin their King, and added all his Do- 

The King minions to the Welt Saxon Kingdom; ſo that the Saxon 
Sonn de. Heptarchy was now reduced to fix Kingdoms. This 
ans at an End. Prince is the firſt that laid a Tax of a Penny a Houle to 
be paid to the Pope, which was afterwards called Peter 
Pence; and ſoon after he reſigned his Kingdom, and 

ended his Days in a Monaſtery at Rome. By this means 
Etzhelbald commanded all on the South of the Humber; 

be was in Alliance with the Picks, the Scots gave him no 
Diſturbance, the? Britains were partly under their on 
Government, and partly under the Exgliſh. In this 
peaceful State of the Land, many of the Nobility and 
Commons put on religious Habits, and many of all ſorts 

flocked to Rome, and thought themſelves no way ſecure 

of eternal Life, *till they were cloiſtercd there. With 

this State of the Land the celebrated Beda finiſhed his 

Hiſtory, about the Year 731. From this. Time forward, 

for many Years, we have a more imperfe& Account 

** © F 4 of 


by his own Son Ceolred, > 


elt Saæons, who beat the 
South Saxozs in ſeveral Encounters, and in the Year 
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of the Affairs of this Nation than ever. In the mean 
Time Ethelbald reigned chief Monarch of Euglaud, and 
his Power was much increaſed, by bis taking Somerton 
from the Welt Saxozs, and from the Northamabrians much 
Spoil and Plunder; and about the Year-747 he became 
Maſter of London, and put an end to the Eaſt Saxon The kine- 
Kingdom; ſo that the Heptarchy was reduced to five dom of che 
Kingdoms. Under tbis Prince were held two Councils — 
at Clovefoe in Kent; the firſt in the Year 742, the other The two 
in 747. The former was to confirm King WHithred's Councils of 
Acts concerning the Monaſteries in Kezt; the latter was , 
at the Inſtance of Pope Zachary, who by bis Epiſtles, ad- 
moniſhed the Saxons from the higheſt to the loweſt, to for- 
ſake their wicked and ſcandalous Adions. Several Ca- 
nons were made concerning the Paſtoral Charge, and 
many Proviſions againſt the Inordinacy, extravagant 
Habits, Incontinency, Luxury, and irregular Lives of 
the Clergy, Monks, and Nuns. The Vices of theſe 
Times, as Fornication, Adultery, Murther, Drunken 
neſs, Perjury, c. were only puniſhed with longer or 
ſnorter Penances, of Days, Weeks, Months, — uy 
But no Body was ſo irregular as Ezhelbald himſelf ; for Emtehald, 
he contemned Marriage, gave himſelf up to unlawful very vice 
Enjoyments, wichout any Difference of Place or Perſons, 
with the Nuns as well as other Women. The. Nobility 
and Commons were ſoon [poiſoned with bis fatal Exam- 
ple, and the whole Nation became very vicious. Boni- 
face the Pope's Legate reproves Ezhelbald; at which, he 
repents of - his former Life, and granted to the Church 
and Monaſteries ſeveral large Immunities. At length 
after a Reign of above forty, Years, fighting againſt. the 
Weſt Saxons, he was treacherouſly ſlain by his own Sub- He is dun. 
jects, at the Inſtigation of Beorured, who likewiſe en- 
deavoured to ſtep into the Throne, but was alſo ſlain by 
Offa the Mercian. Upon his Death Sigelert King of Sigckert de. 
the Welt Saxons, was for his Cruelty and Injuſtice ſo- Poſed. 
lemnly depoſed from his Kingdom , by the Authori- 
ty of the grand Council of the ſame ; which is the firſt 
28 of that Nature that we have in our Eugliſb 

iſtory. 

Offs, Couſin to King, Ezhelbald, ſucceeded in the King- 4. D. 755. 
dom, he was the molt valiant and powerful of all the — 
Engliſh Saxons, which made the neighbouring Kings ſeek 
the Alliance of Charles the Great, King of Fance; but 
his Intereſt could no way prevail on a to deſiſt from 

| his 
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far as they went, with Fire and Sword. Upon this, King 


Offs made a Peace with the reſt of the Saxox Kings, and 
all his Forces againſt the Welſß Men, drove them | 
from the plain Country between the Rivers Mie and Se. 


turnin 


vern; which Country Offa ſeized, and planted it with 
Saxons, and annexed it to his own Kingdom, and cauſed 
Offa makes aa Ditch to be made from Sea to Sea, between his King. 
Bitch be- dom and Hales, which is to be ſeen at this Day in diverſe 
n Places, and is called Os Ditch. After this, Of 
Wales. reigned many Years in Splendor, and for the moſt part 
A. PD. 777. in Peace. He procured Lichfield to be made an Arch- 
biſhoprick ; he called a Synod at Calcaith, where among 


Tythes firſt ſeveral Canons, Tythes were firſt ordered to be paid in 
paid here. Exg land, andalſodeclaredrto be of divine Right. Not long 


after, Charles the great ſent a Book of Synodical Decrees 


into Exgland, in which among other things, contrary to the 
es ought to beadored, F 


true Faith, *twas aſſerted that I 

In the thirtieth Year of King Of2's Reign, new Ca- 
lamities were brought on this Iſland ; for three Ships of 
The Danes Danes or Norweg1ans landed ſome Men in the Wel 


A. D. 787. 


__ Loading atthe King's Cuſtom Houſe at Dorcheſter, flew 


the Officer, and all that were ſent with him. Three or 
four Years theſe Pagans landed in the North, -and plun- 
dered the great Monaſtery of L:zaisfarne, killed many 
of the Fryars, took other Priſoners, ſparing neither Cler- 
gy nor Laity. In the mean Time, King / maintain- 


land in E who, being commanded to give an Account of their | 


his Deſigns. He firſt attackt the Kentiſh Men at Ot. 
ford, flew King Alric with his own Hand, diſperſed their 
Forces, and laid waſt all their Country; then he turned 
his Forces againſt Kenwulf King of the Welt Saxons, and 
at Benſington in Oxfordſhire he overthrew him and took 
the Town. But not long after, in the Year 776, the 
Britains both of North and South Wales, united their 


Forces, invaded Mercia, and walted all the Country, as te ter 
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ed his Power, and kept up his Ambition, ſhewing as little] 
Faith as Mercy ; for Ethelbert King of the Eaſt Angles, Þ 


coming to his Court, to obtain his Daughter in Marti- 
age, was by the Inſtigation of his Queen, Qzendrith, 


The King- murdered, and his Dominions ſeized, and added to the Þ 


dom of the 
Eaſt Angles 
ar an — 


cia, Welt Saxony, Northumberland, and Kent. And now 


Kingdom of Mercia, in the Year 792, fo that now there Þ 
were only four Kingdoms of the Heptarchy left, vix.- Mer- 


Offa having reigned with great Splendor and mighty Au- 


thority, about thirty ſeven Years, repaired to Rome, 
where 
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8 
2 
tan here with the like Zeal as Ins the Welt Saxon, he 
their made his Kingdom ſubje@ to a Tribute, then called Pe- 
rned ter Pence and Romeſtot; beſides which be made rich Pre- 
and ſents to Pope Hadrian, for canonizing St. Alban, the firit 
took BY Briziſp Martyr, in Honour of whom he founded a 
the Monaſtery near Veralam, and indowed it with large 
their BY Revenues; and at his Return to his Kingdom, he gave 
Y, 3s BY the tenth Part of his Goods to the Church and Poor; 
Ling BY jc alſo built another Monaſtery at Bath, and the Cathe- 
and aral Church of Hereford, and another Church at Hare 
hem iel, where that and the adjoining Town from him 
| Se- dear the Name of Of-Charch. But in the Year 794, he 
with BY died in Peace at OHley, having reigned about 39 Years. > jo 
uſed | Egfereb his Son ſucceeded him, and reſtored to the  * 
ing. Church whatever had been violently taken from it; but Ee c 
'erle he died after a few Months Reign, and left the Crown ; 
Offa FS to Kenwslf, the next of the Royal Line, who by his 
part BY excellent Behaviour both in Peace and War, ſhewed that Kon 
rch- BS he deſerved it. In the ſecond Year of his Reign, he to- uch. 
ons BY tally overthrew Eadbert King of Keut, and took him 
d in BY Priſoner, and gave his Kingdom to Cathred. Two 
ong FS Years after, at the Dedication of a Church built by him, 
tees BY at Vinchcombe in Eloceſterſbire, Kenwalf, in the Preſence 
the BY of Cutbred, thirteen Biſhops, ten Dukes, many Noble- 
red. FS men, and a great Concourſe of People, led Eaabert the 
Ca. Captive King to the high Altar, and there without either 
Ss of BF Intreaty or Ranſom gave him his Liberty. After this, 
eſt, BY Kenwulf reigned ſeveral Years in Peace, and was the 
heir By laſt Mercian that was chief Monarch of England. 


Egbert the famous Welt Saxon, being delcended from 4. D. S. 
Inegild King Ina's Brother, was the only Surviver of the 88 
Royal Line of that Kingdom, whoſe growing Greatneſs | 


any made King Birthric ſeek his Life; which cauſed Egbert 

ler- to fly to Offa, King of Mercia, for Security; but Birth- 

ain- BY ric having married Eaaburga King Offa's Daughter, he 

ittle was betrayed and delivered to Birubric. Egbert makes 

zles, his Eſcape, and flies into France, where under Charles the te nes ins 
ri: BY great he improved his Abilities, and refined his Educa- Fa. 
1th, tion. At length, Birthric was accidentally poiſoned; 

the BY for Eaaburga having prepared a Cup of poiſoned Wine : 
dere for one of the King's Favovrites, was by Miſtake the 

ler Death of the King. -Upon this, the Nobility of the Welt 


Saxon Kingdom, unanimouſly recall Egbert, and ac- 1s realleL 
knowledge him King, to the univerſal Aatisfaction of 
all Orders and Degrees. Being thus happily * 
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he wiſely began his Reign, by confirming his own Inte- 

reſt at Home, and in ſettling his Power and Sovereignty 

only in the Love and Affection of his Subjects. Being 

thus ſecured of the Hearts of his People, he reſolves to 

attempt the Reduction of his troubleſome and incroach- IR 
HeConquers ing Neighbours ; he firſt attackt the Britains that inhabit- 
Cornwal> ed. Cornwall, ſubdued them, and in two Years more, he 
al, rendred thoſe in Wales his Tributaries. This rouſed up 
Beornwulf King of Mercia to attempt to put a ſtop to 

this Conqueror's Progreſs ; accordingly they met at a 

Place called Ellandune in ets engaged, and Zeory- 

And Merda, wulf was totally defeated inthe Year 832. After this, Egbert 
ſent his Son Ezhelwalf, Ealſtan Biſhop of Herburn, and 
Walfheard his General, with a powerful Army, into Ken, 


Pr 


And Ken, Which they eaſily conquered, the Inhabitants being enervz the 
ted with Sloth, and at Variance with their own King der 
Baldred, who fled beyond the Thames for his own Se- 
curity. Kent being thus eaſily ſubdued, they proceeded, 
and with little or no Difficulty, conquered Surry, with 

The South the Southern and Eaſtern Saxony. This very” Yea the 5 

and EaſtSax- People of Eaſt England, being tired with the Govern- : K 

_ ment of the Mercians, ſubmitted themſelves to his Pro- th 
tection; and to convince King Egbert of their Sincerity, Þly exp 

A. D. #25. they would not deſiſt, until they had ſlain Beornwulf and the Fro 
Ludecun, the Mercian Kings, who had been continual ions 
Diſturbers of their Neighbours. Now there remained | Swarm 
nothing to conquer, but the Kingdom of Northumber called 
land, which could not be difficult to perform, they being began t 
ſo divided amongſt themſelves; ſome for ſetting up one of Eng 
King and ſome another, then murdering the very King Pagan 

| they had made; that for thirty three Years none had Cou- ¶ came b 

Laſtly, Ner- rage enough to accept of the Crown. In this diſtracted Y in 

_ — Condition, in the Year 827, King Egbert found them; ravagec 

gad ro the upon Whoſe Appearance, theſe People came volunrarily Mchirtyf 

Heprarchy. and yielded to him, and gave him Security for their quiet WF©* whi 
and obedient Deportment. By the Submiſſion of the and at 

Nortbumbrians to King Egbert, there was an entire End former 

4. P. $28. put to the Heptarchy. Soon after which, King Egben Nightt 
Was in a very ſolemn manner crowned King of all Br keepin, 
tain at Wincheſter; and by an Edict, commanded, tha ſaved t 

2 theſe ſeven Kingdoms thus united under one Head, ſnouli i ment t 

Which he for the future, be called Erglelond or England, tho the Ban 

en Name England had been uſed long before this Time, tho This v 
not eſtabliſhed by Virtue of a Proclamation. Here we bert m 
beg the Reader's Pardon, if he doth not meet with ſome 2 


, Fact 
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rads mentioned in other Writers, in this general View 
of the Saron Heptarchy, collected for the moſt part out 
Mot a Heap of Rubbiſh, and from trifling, lame, and con- 
fuſed Accounts, that we have tranſmitted to us of thoſe 
. Times, by the Monkith Writers thereof. r 


FFP 
„ en. 155 
From the Eſtabliſhment of King Egbert, to 


the beginning - of the Daniſh Monarchy, un- 
der King Canute, & 4d. 


. 
4 - * 
UP 


EGBERT. 


Ing Egbert having thus happily united the Parts of 
| the Nation into one Kingdom; we might rgaſona- 
By bly expect, that he and his People ſhould have enjoyed 
the Fruits of Peace for many Years ; but theſe Expecta- 
tions were ſoon fruſtrated, by the Arrival of a new 
warm of People from the Northern Parts of Europe, 
called Danes, and Normans, or Norwegians, who now 
began their furious Inroads and Invaſions, on the Coaſts The Dares 
Wot England, committing all manner of Cruelties, and invade Bug- 
Pagan Barbarities, fo that they out-did the Saxons that 
came before them. They firſt landed in the Ifle of 'She- 4. D. 832. 
dey in Kent, where meeting with little Reſiſtance, they | 
ravaged the Country. The next Year they arrived in 833. 
thirty five Ships, and landed at Char mouth in Dorſethire, 
to which place King Egbert with his Army marched, 
and at the River Carr, gave the Danes Battel, and in the 
former part of the Fight had the Advantage, till towards 

Night the Scale turned, and he loſt the Victory, the Dane: 
keeping the Field of Battel. King Egbert retreated and 
ſaved the Diſhonour of an entire Defeat. In this Engage- 
ment two Saxon Generals, 212. Dnada and Oſma nd were 
lain; and alſo two Biſhops, viz. Herefrid and Migfertb. 
This was the only Check of Fortune, that ever King Eg- 
bert met with in all his Reign. About two Years after, s;5- 
the Daxes returned with a more powerful Navy, and 

Vo. I. F joined 
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joined the Corniſßh Forces, who were in Alliance with 

them: Egbert marched againſt them, encountred all 

their united Forces, gained a complete Victory over 

| them, and freed his Kingdom at that Time from theſe 

4. 0.836. barbarous Invaders. Having thus ſubdued his Enemies, 

at length, after a mild cons Reign of thirty fix 

Years, and ſeven Months, and near nine Years after he had 

been ſupream Monarch, he died and was buried at Win- 

cheſter, This King was low of Stature, yet well made 

and ſtrong of Limb; he was a moſt valiant, wiſe and 

politick Prince, very fortunate in War, and endued with 
Accompliſhments of Mind. 


| ETHELWULE. 
Gbert was ſucceeded in the Throne by his eldeſt Son 
Etbelwulf, who is deſcribed as a Man of a mild Na- 
ture, with an Averſion to War, and had but little Plea- 
ſure in large Dominions ; he had betaken himſelf to the 
Monaſtery of iu enter'd into Monks Orders, 
and was afterwards Biſhop of that Place; but by the 
earneſt Requeſt of the Nobility and People, he was pre- 
vailed on to leave that, and accept of the Crown, the 


Pope having given him a Diſpenſation for that very End. 
But his unwarlike Diſpoſition gave the Danes great En- 
couragement to renew their Invaſions on this Country. 
Accordingly they came the next Year with thirty three 


Ships, and landed in diverſe Places at the ſame Time, 

ſo that the Inhabitants were at a Loſs to know how to 

The Danes make Head againſt theſe barbarous Invaders, who waſted 
e. all the Country whereſoeyer they came. Tho Dave: 
ral Places, Were defeated at Southampton, and got a Victory at Por!ſ- 
mouth ; and not long after, at a Place called Mereſwar, 

the Exgliſb under the Command of Earl Herebert were 

routed, and the greateſt part of the Army deſtroyed. 

The following Year they ravaged Lindſey, Eaſt Englund 

and Keut, continuing their March to Canterbury, Ko- 

cheſter, and London it ſelf, committing the moſt barba- 

rous Cruelties imaginable. The next Year they returned 

with thirty five Ships, and at the River Carr, where they 

engaged King Egbert, they fought with King Erhelwulf, 


and maintained their Ground; but in the ninth Year of 


his Reign, Earl Ernulf with the Men of Somerſerſbire, 
Alſtan the Biſhop, and Count 0ſrick with thoſe of Dor- 


ferfpire, 
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(th ſetſbire, engaged them at the Mouth of the River Pedridan, 


all killed a great Number of them, and obtained a great 
ver Victory, which put a Stop to their outrageous Inſults, and 
eſe quelled their Power for about fix Years after. But in the 
es, fifteenth Year of his Reign, the Danes entered the River 4. P. 352: 


fix of Thames, landed in Kent, and took and Pe both 
ad Canterbury and London, and in their (farther Progreſs, 

they defeated Bertbulf King of Mercia, with his whole 

ade Army; after which they marched.into Szrry, and behav- 

nd ed themſelves ſo inſolently, as if the whole Power of 

rich BY the Exgliſs Nation had not been able to withſtand them 

but at a Place called Aclea, now Oakely in Szrry, they 

were met by King Ethelwulf, and his Son Ezhelbald, who 

had aſſembled all the Forces of the Welt Saxozs; both 

Armies engaged, and after a Jong and doubtful Battel, 

the Danes were beaten, with the Loſs of a vaſt Number — — 
5on of their Soldiers; this not only gave the King great Glo- val places by 
Na- ry and Reputation, but was accounted a fortunate Year the Engliſh. 
lea- WY to England. His Brother Athelſtaud King of Keut, over- 

the came the Danes at Sandwich, perſued them to the Sea, 

ers, and took ſeveral of their Ships; and in Devonſhire, Earl 

the Ceorle at Windleſbore, had many Advantages over them, 

pre- ſo that they were obliged to retire into the Iſland of 

the Thanet, where they continued all the Winter; and had 

nd. the Exgliſßi made the belt of their Succeſſes, the Danes 

En- in all human Probability, had been totally expelled the 

try. Kingdom. The Saxons thinking themſelves free from all 

hree Danger from their Enemies, fell again to their wonted 

me, By Quarrels. | 5 

y to About this Time, the Dazes landed again in Thaxez, *3: 

ſted BF againſt whom, Ealter with the Forces of Kent, and Hudda 

anes with thoſe of Szrry, marched, and attacked them; the 

or!j- WE attel was deſperate, the Succeſs doubtful, and the Loſs 

war, equal on both Sides; che next Year the Danes winter'd The Danes 
vere Win Shepey. A grand Council or Parliament was held by the $rn* able. 
yed. Saxon, to conſult Meaſures for their Security, in this Coun- 

land Nil it was enacted, that the Lands and Profits of the Church 


Ro- mould be for ever free from all Taxes and Tributes; 

uba- this is ſince often called the Grant of King Ethelwulf, 

rned Having ſettled his Affairs at Home, in great Devotion 

they e took a Journey to Rome, where he confirmed Peter K. takes a 
v, exce, and preſented his Holineſs with many large Gifts e © 
r of n his Return thro* France, he martied Judith, Daughter biarries the 
hire, Mf Charles the Bald then Emperor, in Honour of 'Whom'Emperor's 

Dor- Ne placed her in a Chair of State, and gave her ſuch Marks Puter, 
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of Dignity, as were directly contrary to the Law of the 
Welt Saxons, that had been made on Account of Ethel 


Queens for the future ſhould have either Title, 


or -Place of Royalty. Theſe Things made the Nation 
very uneaſy, and were the Cauſe of a dangerous Conſpi- 


A conſpira- 
cy ain racy againſt him. For his eldeſt Son Ezhelbald, Biſhop 


him. 


wulf, to avoid the Miſeries of civil 
ſent of his Nobles, agreed to divide his Kingdom be- 
The Land di-tween himſelf and his Son. Accordingly a Diviſion was 
vided be- made; he conceded the Weſtern and beſt Part to his 
even him Son, keeping the Eaſtern and worſt Part to himſelf. Not 
long after this, Etheluulf finding himſelf decline, dif- 


poſed of his Kingdom by Will, Eine Kent and E,. 
n 


ſex to his Tecond Son Ethelbert, and the reſt of the King: 


His Death. dom to Etbelbald. He died on the thirteenth Day of 


January, A. D. 857, and was buried at the Cathedral 
in Niucheſter, having reigned twenty Years and five 
Months. 

ETHELBALD. 


$57. 


thence removed to Salisbury. 


E THEL BERT. 


T_T Pon Erhelbald's Deceaſe, Erhelber:, ſecond Son of 
; Ethelwalf, became Monarch of England, whono 


# 7 


860, 


ſooner aſcended the Throne, but he was moleſted by the 


The Danes Invaſions of the bloody Danes, who, with a powerful 
n Navy, landed at Southampton, and took and ſack'd the 
City of Wincheſter : but in their Return, the Berkſhire 
Men, under the Condutt of Earl Oſrich, attack'd them, 


overthrew them, retook their Booty, and flew a greittf 
Number of them. But the Kentiſw Men being wearicl 


Out 


burga's Crimes; which Law was, that none of their 
Majeſty, 


Alſtan, and Enwalf Earl of Somerſet, uſed all poſlible 
Endeavours to deprive him of his Kingdom. But Ethel. 
iſcord, by the Af: 


CCCP 


T7 Thelbald ſucceeds his Father Etheliuulf inthe Throne; 
L but we have little left either of his Perſon or Actions, 
only that he was a luxurious and perfidious Prince, and 
being charmed with the Beauty of his Step-Mother, he 
married her contrary to the Laws of God and Man. 
Having without any other memorable Action reigned Þ 
almoſt three Years, he died on the 20 of December, 
A. D. $60, being buried at Sherburn in Dorſetſpire, and 
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out with frequent Alarms, purchaſed their Peace with a 
large Sum of Money; the Danes perfidiouſly broke the 
League, whereupon the Kentiſp Men, with the utmoſt 
Reſentment, aſſembled their Forces, fell on theſe Infi- 
dels, overcame them, and with a dreadful Shaughter, ex- 
elled them at laſt out of their Country. About this 
Time, King Etbelbert died, having reigned five Years, 
and was buried by his Brother at Sherburn. | „ 


E THELRED. 


Thelred, the third Son of Ethelwulf. ſacceeded his 868. 


Brother, whoſe Reign was one continued Conflict 


69 


with the Pagan Dares; in the beginning of which, Hin- The Danes 


uar and Hubba, two valiant Brothers, invaded the Nation ue 


with a vaſt Army, landed in Eaſt England, and made a Fruce — = 


with the Inhabitants, that they might provide themſelves 
with Horſes and Proviſions. : They took Adyantage of 
the civil Diſcords of the Northumbriaus, paſſed the Hum- 
ber, ravaged the North, took the City of York, ſiew two 
Kings there, with incredible Numbers of the People, and 
then laid the City in Aſhes: After which, they ſubſtituted 
a King under them, over all the North Parts beyond the 
River Tine. The next Year the Daues paſſed into Mer- 
cia, took Nottingham, and winter'd there. Theſe In- 
roads of the Dazes, rouſed up King Ezhelred to aſſiſt the 
Mercians, who with Edmund King of the Eaſt Angles, 
join'd the Mercians, and forced the Danes to abandon that 
Place, and fly back to ork, where they continued about 
a Year, practiſing all manner of Severities and barbarous 


Cruelties, No ſaoner was the Winter paſt, but the 869. 


Danes break their Truce; they repaſs the Humber in Boats, 
and Hinguar and Hubba deſtroy all before them with Fire 
and Sword; in. particular, the famous Monaſtery of 


| Bradney, and alſo that of Croyland, with many others, 
| murdering the Monks and Nuns without any Mercy, or Di- 
ſtinction of Age or Sex; then they entred Keſteran, ano- 
| ther part of Lincoluſbire, and committed the like Bar- 7ncotſpire 


barities, This cauſed the valiant Count Algar, Earl of Hoy-laid waſte. 


and, now Holland, to aſſemble what Forces he could, viz. 
two hundred Men belonging to Croyland Abby, and three 


hundred from about Boſton; Morc hard Lord of Bourne 
with his numerous Family, well diſciplin'd and arm- 
ed, and Oſzot Governor of Lincoln with five hundred 
pick'd Men, joined them, and march againſt the Dares, 

* whom 


* 
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. . 2 
Northampton, Huntington, then to Cambridge, and then into the Ifle of 


— 2 Ely. Afﬀeer this they marched into Eaſt England, where 


and Sefok, meeting with Earl Hulletute, who made a vigorous Re-. pe 
ſiſtance, they cut him off with all his Army, and win- bis C 
ter'd at Thetford. Here King Edmund made Head againſt Þ 


them, but was overcome, and taken Priſoner, whom | 
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whom they engaged, and flew a great many of them, toge- 


ther with three of their Kings, from whoſe Death and 


Burial, the Village before called Loundon, was named 
Trekingham, and now by Corruption Frekingham. But 
the Danes being joined by the reſt of their Forces the 
next Day, overcame. the Eugliſb, and flew thegreateſt Part 
of them, amongſt which Number was the valiant Algar, 
After this they committed all the Cruelties that either 
the Devil or malicious Men could invent; they paſt into 


they bound to a Poſt, and ſhot him to Death with Ar- 


rows, and then ſubdued his whole Country: The Place 
of his Burial being afterwards called St. Edmuand's-Bury. Þ 


The next Year they bent their Courſe towards the Welt 


Saxons, the only People left, who had Force and Cou- 
rage to oppoſe them, and encamp'd near Reading, between 
the Rivers Thames and Kennet, Three Days after, hav- | 
ing ſent out ſome Parties to forage, at Englefield in Berk- 
hire, Ethelwulf Earl of Berkfpire attack | 
them With a great Slaughter, and killed one of their If 
| Earls, Four Days after, King Ezhelred, with his Bro- 
ther Alfred, gave Battel to the chief Body of the Danes, 


in which Earl Eiheltuulf was flain, with a great Num- 


ber of others; the Danes keeping the Field. Four Days at. 


ter this, at Eſceſdune or Aſpdoumne, both Parties engaged 6 


with their full Strength; the Battel was for ſome Time 


doubtful, but at laſt Victory inclined to the Exgliſß; the 


Danes gave way, wete cut to pieces, and the Flower of 
their Army loſt, ſa that ſuch a Victory had not been 


known for many Ages; but the ſcattered Parts of their 


vanquiſhed Army got together near Baſing, where they 
Skirmiſhed with the King's Army, and had the Advantage. 
Two Months after this, the Danes having received freſh 
Supplies from beyond Sea, at a place called Mer- 
zon, fought another bloody Battel with the Eugliſb 
Multitudes were flain, ſometimes one had the Advan- 
tage, ſometimes the other, now the Dauer were beat- 
en, then the Eugliſs, the former at laſt kept the Field. 


In this Battel King Ethelred was wounded ; he had en- 
countred the Danes nine Times in this one Tear. Some 


report 


d them, routed 
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report he died of his Wounds, others, that the Plague The Dear 


which followed took him off, after he had reigned above of Ee 
five Vears in very great Reputation. | 38 


ALFRED. 


A2 ſucceeded him, who was the fourth Son of 5. 
Ethelwalf, and was juſtly eſteemed the Mirror 
of Princes, but was perpetually harraſſed, either with 
the Danes or the Vices of the Times. Scarce had he 
performed his Brother's Obſequies, and the Solemnity of 


bis Coronation, he being the firſt King that ever was a- Ard a. | 


nointed in this Nation, but he was obliged to engage — whe 


whole Power of the Danes at Wilton, and that with an 
inconſiderable Number of Troops, where at firſt by his 
Courage and Conduct the Danes were conſtrained to fly, 
but finding the Number of the Perſuers to be but ſimall, 
they rallied, encountred the weary Eugliſb, and became 
Maſters of the Field. Both Sides being now tired with 
inceſlant Hoſtilities, this Year a Peace was concluded The Merci- 
with the Danes, upon Condition they ſhould leave —_ 
Kingdom, which was done, but the next they landed a- the Danes. 
gain, marched from Reading to London, and there took 
up their Winter Quarters, and the Mercians were obliged 
to make a Peace with them. The following Summer, 274. 
theſe Rovers marched Northward, and winter'd at Tork- - 
ſey in Lincolnſhire, where the Merciant gladly renewed 
their Articles of Peace; thence they marched to Repron 
upon Trent in Darbyſhire, forced Burked King of the 
Mercians to quit both his Kingdom and the Nation, and 
retire to Rome. Having thus got Poſſeſſion of —— 
dom of Mercia, they let it out to farm to one Ceolwaulf, Mercia far- 
upon Condition, that he ſhould reſtore it on Demand. ne 
The Danes now divide their Army into two Parts; the ; 
one marched into Northumberland, and the other to Cam- 
bridge, and by this means, like Locuſts, they ſpread them- 
ſelves all over the Country, King Alfred finding that 
there was no likelyhood of any end of thoſe Calamities, 
as long as the Enemies were Maſters at Sea; according- 
ly he man'd out a ſmall Fleet, met with ſeven of the Alfred mans 

axes Ships, took one, and diſperſed the reſt. The fol- outa Fl-er. 
lowing Summer the Baues remove to a Caſtle! of the“ “. 
Welt Saxons, called H erhum, where Alfred, by Money 
or Policy, brought them to N thar they would leave 

4 the 


The Danes Who began to cultivate it with Tillage. | 
ſuffer at Sea. Vear, the Danes ſailing to the Weſtward, met with 
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the Land. But they, according to Cuſtom, falfified their 
Oaths, and in the Night got with their Horſe to Exeter 
and winter'd in thoſe Parts. 


their King divided Nortbumberlaud amon 
he following 


ſo violent a Storm, that above a hundred and twenty of 
their Ships were caſt away, near Swans-Nich in Ham. 


ſpire, and the reſt ſo difabled, that they became an eaſy 


Prey to King Alfred's Gallies. At the fame Time the 
King's Troops beſieged the Daues at Exeter, who hearing 
of the Diſaſter of their Fleet, offered ſufficient Hoſtages, 
took new Oaths, and concluded a Peace; upon this they 
left Welt Saxony, and departed into Mercia. But a 
Oaths were of no Force with them, ſo the beginning «f 
the next Year, they with a great Force centred Welt dan. 


Weſt Saxony 0ny, Walted all the Country, drove the Inhabitants out, 
ſubmits to and took Poſſeſſion of their Eſtates. Upon this, King 


them. 


Alfred dri- 


Alfred with a ſinall Company, was forced to retire to 


ven to great the Woods and Bogs in Somerſetſh:ire ; at length he wa 


Extremities. forced alone to take up his Lodging with a Swine-i 


Herd, ſo that neither his Friends nor his Enemies could 


tell where he was. This poor Man's Name was Dun 
' walf, whom afterwards the King made Biſhop of Vn. 


cheſter, for his Devotion, and Aptneſs to Learning. About 


this Time, Hafdez and the Brother of Hinguar coming 
with twenty three Ships from North Wales, where they 


had made great Devaſtations, landed in Devoxſhire, neat 
a ſtrong Caſtle called Kenwith, on whom the Gariſon 
made a Sally, and flew them, with twelve hundred of 
their Men. The King alfo not deſpairing of his Af- 
fairs, built a Caſtle at Azhelney in Somerſetſhire, in which 
he valiantly defended himſelf and his Followers. Se 
ven Weeks after, he marched from thence with his Sub- 


jects to 2 now Braxſtoze, where he was joit- 


ed by the Inhabitants of MWiliſpire, Somerſetſhire, aud 


He recovers part of Hampſhire, with the utmoſt Marks of Joy and 


Becomes 2 
Spy. 


Satisfaction. But the Enemy being ſuperior in Number, 
and having other Advantages, he durſt not attack them 
till he had found out their Foible ; to accompliſh which, 


he put on the Habit of a Muſician, and with one Com- 


panion only, enters their Camp, and being very skilfu, 


both in Singing and Playing, was ſoon admitted into the 


King's Preſence. He improved his Opportunity, learnt 
all that was neceſlary for his Deſign, and returned to his 
Caltle 


At the fame Time, Hafae, | 
his People, 
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Caſtle at Athelney, where calling together all his Follow- 

ers, heacquainted them with the Condition of the Dane: 
Camp, and ſhewed them with what Eaſe they might be 
deſtroyed. This gave them all new Life and Courage, 

and a Reſolution to attempt their own Redemption ; ac- | 
cordingly with all their Forces, they march to Edendon Routs th 
in H/irfoire, where they attack'd the whole Deniſh Pow- Dares. 
er, and gained a complete Victory; Alfred perſues them, 

and obliges them to beg for a Peace, on ſuch Terms, 

as himſelf ſhould think fit to impoſe; which were, that 

they ſhould ſwear to leave his ey within a limit- 

ed ſpace of Time, and that their King Guibram ſhould 
become a Chriſtian, all which was performed in abour 

three Weeks after. At his Baptiſm, Alfred became his 
God-father, called his Name Azhelſtay, and took him for 

his adopted Son. Duting this Negotiation, another 
Swarm of Danes failed up the River of Thames, and 
winter'd at Fullingbam now Fulbam. The better to 

poſe theſe Pagan Invaders for the future, King Alfred 
wiſely reſolves to encreaſe his Naval Forces, and in three A Navy pro- 
Years Time, he had got ready a conſiderable Fleet, with i 
which he engaged ſeveral ot the Danes, took two of 

their Ships, and threw the Men over Board; not long 

after, he took two more, with two of their Princes, but 

not without ſome Loſs. Two or three Years after, 885. 
more Danes entred the Thames and Medway, and be- More Danes 
fieged Rocheſter, but at the Approach of King Alfred**"* 
they fled to their Ships, leaving behind all their Horſes, 

and many Priſoners, and retired to France. The Engliſh 

Fleet coming to the Mouth of the River Staure by Har- 
wich, met thirteen Dan; Ships, well provided with 

Men and Ammunition, fought them, and took them all, 

and then killed all their Men; but in their Return, the 
Danes, with their whole Naval Forces engaged them; 

and the Ezgl;/ loſt much of their former Honour. The 

next Year King Alfred takes London from the Danes, London re- 
which had been long in their Poſſeſſion, repaired it, and covered. 
reſtored it to its antient Luſlre, and made Erhelred, Earl 

of the Merciaus, Governor. From this Time, for about 

eight Years, the Nation enjoyed perfect Peace and Tran- Peace in the 
quillity, The Affairs of the Nation being thus happily 
ſettled, the Learned King Aifredproceeded to many wor- 

thy Regulations, and to promote all things, that might 

tend either to the Honour or Advantage of his Subjects. For 

the Encouragement of Learning he ſent for Grimbald, 


Scotus, 
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Les. Scotus, and Aſſer, and other learned Men, placed then 


= - or ne; 
ay Onfra Oxford, and founded that famous Univerſity, in whief: theſe, 
rounded. he erected three Colleges, one for Grammarians, anothe vera 
for Philoſophers, and a third for Divines. He alſo re. Lee, 
paired all the Cities and Caſtles, and built others in the not C: 
moſt neceſſary Places, and walled ſeveral Towns and their 1 
_ Caſtles, and made them defenſible againſt al} the Pagan ed to 
Alfred di- Power. And for the better Diſtribution of Juſtice, he WY Cirize 
vides the Na- divided the Provinces of England into diſtin Counties, ¶ and b 
Counties & and thoſe again into Hundreds and Tithings, and alfy joicin 
Pariſhes ; ſo that every Perſon was to be condemned o Wl was v. 
acquitted of his Crimes, in the Diviſion where he lived, Vears. 
The Government of theſe Provinces was committed to in wh; 
Judges or Juſtices of the Peace, and Sheriffs. Thus by dility. 
the King's Care and Induſtry, there ſucceeded fo great a and th 
Tranquility throughout the Realm, that it a Traveller had Gallie 
drop'd a Bag of Money on the Road, he might have WW brougt 
893. found it untouched the next Day. I his glorious and for Pi 
New Invil- quiet Time was interrupted ſoon; for about eight Vea Year , 
Das after the Concluſion of the laſt Peace, the Danes ma loſt or 
hundred and fifty Veſſels, entred the River Limene in Wi theſe t 
* Kent, drew their -Shipping four Miles up the River, in by Sex 
the Wood Audred, and landed there, and built a Fortreſs, WF happer 
After them came one Haeſten into the Thames, with Wil ces, th 
eighty Veſſels, and erected a Fort at Middleton. Bit ditions 
King Alfred to prevent this Storm, obliged the Danes of Wl ſettled. 
Northumberland and Eaſt Sex, by an Oath of Fidelity, Bi erciſes, 
and received Hoſtages from them. Then Alfred aflem- WF him ho 
bles:his Forces, encamps between the two Parties o we co 
Who are prevent their joining; at length at Farnham in Surry, he BI Offices 
worſted in met them, fought them, and put them to flight. At univerſ 
leveral ku Beamflect, Haeſten and his Forces were defeated, the WF That } 
von Oaſtle taken and plundred ; many were made Priſoners, his Cor 
and all their Ships deſtroyed, or brought to London and Bi eight E 
Rocheſter. Amongſt the Priſoners were Haeſten's Witt eight E 
and Sons, which made him beg a Peace, which King and th 
Alfred granted, and gave them their full Liberty. A which 
great Number of the Danes having landed in the Well, was in 
and inveſted Exeter, Alfred, and his Army haſtened to- ficer ar 
wards that City, and beſieged the Danes there, who being Subject 
diſtreſſed with Famine, reſolve on a Sally, are de Man, 
feated, and obliged to fly into Eſſex to their Ships breaks 
and Forts. About the ſame Time, the Dazes that hat of al 
poſſeſſed themſelves of Mercia, drew up their Ships on“ it wo 
the Banks, in the River Lee, where they huilt a Fort, u“ ſtery; 
| ot 
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or near Ware twenty Miles from London. To prevent 
theſe, from attempting London, King Alfred cut ſe- 
veral large Ditches, with which he ſo drained the River 
Lee, that the Ships were left on dry Ground, and could 
not eaſily be gotten off. Upon this, the Danes ſent 
their Wives and Children into Eaſt England, and march- 
ed to Quarbug on the Severn, where they winter'd. The 
Citizens of London brought off what Ships they could, 
and burnt and deſtroyed the reſt, and made great Re- 


joicings for their Removal. About this Time, England 597- 


75 


was vilited with a dreadful Plague, which continued three —— 


Years, and raged violently both amongſt Men and Beaſts, 
in which the King loſt many of the Flower of his No- 
bility. The Danes Ships that infeſted the Iſle of Might, 
and the Coaſts of Devonſhire, were beaten by the King's 
Gallies, and one of them taken; the Priſoners were 
brought to Vincheſter, and by the King's Command, hang'd 
for Pirates, and common Enemies. And in the ſame 
Year, not fewer than twenty of their Ships were 
loſt on the South Coaſt, with all their Men. During 
theſe tempeſtuous Times, King Alfred tought the Danes 
by Sea and Land, in fifty fix ſet Battels, ot which eight 
happened in one Day, by which he fo waſted their For- 
ces, that they were conſtrained to ſubmit to ſuch Con- 


ditions as he thought fit to impoſe. A Peace being thus A Peace 


Y ſettled, the King employed his Time in the nobleſt Ex- ade. 


erciſes, and in the moſt laudable manner, which made 
him honoured abroad, and beloved at Home. And if 
we conſider his whole Life, none ever diſcharged the 
Offices of a Man, a King, and a Chriſtian, ſo well, for the 
univerſal Good of his People, and his own Reputation. 
That he might be no way wanting to God, himſelf, nor 
his Country, he divided the natural Day into three Parts ; 
eight Hours he ſpent in Prayer, Study, and Writing; 
eight Hours in the Service and Recreation of his Body, 
and the other eight Hours in the Affairs of the State; 
which Spaces he divided by agreat Wax Light, and 
was informed as the ſeveral Hours paſt, by an Of- 
ficer appointed for that End. We ſhall diſmiſs this 
Subject, with that Character given him by a very great 
Man, who upon a due Confideration of all Things, thus 


breaks out. O Alfred, the Wonder and Aſtoniſhment character of 
of all Ages! If we reflect upon his Piety and Religion, King ed. 


it would ſeem that he had never gone out of a Mona- 
* ſtery; if on his warlike Exploits, that he had lived no 
*© where 
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His Death. 
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« dies, that he had fpent his whole Life in a 


“ fairs of 


« that his whole Time had-been imployed in nothing elſ: 
te but enacting Laws, and promoting Juſtice in his Tri. 

© He took preciſe Notice of his 
Revenues, and made a Survey of his Kingdom, which! 


% hunals and Courts. 


he kept in a Regiſter Book at ¶ inobeſter; he ſevercl 


puniſhed corrupt and ignorant Judges, Foal was in the 
e had reigned twenty 
l 1 for cv 


er 


fifty firſt Vear of his Age, when 


nine Years, and above fix Months, in the Year goo, and 


on the twenty fifth of Odober, he died, and was buried 
at Wincheſter. 


ED WAR D the Elder. 


900. TX real Sorrow of the Nation, occaſioned by th 
Edward ſuc- 


Ethel wald 


rebels. 


Wbo flies 
and joins 
the Danes, 


Death of King Alfred, was much alleviated by the 
Succeſſion of Prince Edward his. eldeſt Son, who, tho 
he was much inferior to his Father in Learning, and A 


bilities, exceeded him afterwards both in Power aud 


Grandeur. Notwithſtanding the general Affection of 
the People for Prince Edward, his Couſin Ethel 
pretended to the Crown; accordingly he ſeized on two 


Tons called H7nburn and Truconam, in the former of 


which he fortified himſelf, declaring, he would live or 
die in. that Place; but upon the Approach of King E4 
ward's Army at Baddenbryg near 


where he joined the 
of England. Thus King 

lled Ethelwald, and the Kentiſp Men the following 
(ear beat a conſiderable Party of the Daniſp Pirates. lu 


the mean Time, Ethelwald went into Fraxce, and being 


reinforced by the Normans, returned the next Year into 
England, joined the Daues, and invaded Mercia with Fire 
and Sword, as far as Crelelade in Wiltſhire ; then paſſing 


r :uburn, he fled ou 
of the Town by Night, and poſted to Northumberland 
axes, who acknowledged him King 
Edward without fighting, 1. 
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the Thames, he made great Devaſtations, and ſo returt 
ed. King Edward perſues them, laying all waſte, be 
tween Decil's Ditch in Cambridgeſhire, and the River 
Owſe; a bloody Battel enſues, wherein the Daxes, tho 
they kept the Field, loſt their King, Eolrick, and Eibel 
A peace con- wald the Author. of this War. 
cluded. 
910. 


Hence a Peace enſued, Pics, 
which laſted for the Space of three Years; at the end „ 
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which Time, the Dares broke the Peace; upon which, And is bro- 
King Edward ſent an Army into Northumberland, and ken. 

in five Weeks T ime, obliged them to renew the Treaty. 

The Year following they broke this allo, and invaded 

Mercia, where they were met at Tetnal in Stafforaſbire, 


and overthrown. The. Danes roved beyond the Severs, 


and at Cantbridge in Gloceſterſhire, King Edward met 


them, and obtained a great Victory. And now enjoy- The Danes 
ing Peace, about the Year 915, he reſtores the Univerſi- 

ty of Cambridge, and decreed , that all the Privileges 

that had been granted by his Predeceſſors ſhould continue 

for ever. About two Years after, the Dares invaded 917. 
Oxfordſhire, and made great Havock, While another 

Party marched into Hartfordſbire, but were bravely re- 

ſiſted by the Inhabitants, who took their Horſes. 

The Year after, a new Fleet of the Daues entred the 918. 
Severn, landed, and ravaged the Coaſts of Hales, and 

coming to {rchenfield, they took Kunelac a Britiſh Bi- 

ſhop, for whoſe Ranſom King Edward gave forty Pounds. 4 Biſbop 
After this the Danes retired to Ireland, and England had met. 
now a breathing Time, in which King Edward took all 
imaginable Ways to ſtrengthen himſelf, and ſecure the 

Nation, by building many Towns and Callles, and for- 

tifying others; in particular, while he was fortifyi 

Wigmore in Herefordſhire, the Danes took an Opportu- 

nity to lay Siege to Zorceſter, but Supplies being imme- 

diately ſent, the Danes fled in the Night, were perſued, 

and ſurpriſed between Bxrawood and Aylesbary ; they 

loſt many Men and much Baggage. Kin awards The Dames 
Friends befieged the new Fort of 7. . which they loſe Ground. 
took by Storm, and ſlew their King, with all the reſt in 

the Place, who choſe Death, rather than Submiſſion. 
Another of the King's Parties marched to Colchefter, at- 


# tack it, and carry the Place, — to the Sword, 


except a few, that eſcaped over the Walls. The Danes, 

on the other Hand, laid Siege to Malden, but Relief being 

ſoon ſent thither, they retired with the Loſs of ma- 

ny thouſands of their Men. Theſe continnal Progreſſes 

of the King's Forces, obliged the Dauiſh Armies to ſub- They ſ.bave 

mit, and ſwear Obedience to him, aud ta. obſerve his 

Commands for the future. King Edward having thus 

ſubdued his Enemies in England, and fortified many Pla- 

ces, he marched his Army into the Territories of the 

Picti, to a Place called Bedecanwilloy ; upon which,. the 

King of the Scots, and the Scotiſi Nation choſe him for 
| | their 
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King, of the their Lord; whoſe Example the Nor:humbrians, and the 
Se bent. Britiſh King, and his Subjects follow. Theſe are the 
famous Acts of the great King Edward, who had ex- 


ſhortly 
Whenc« 
Turfris 
S mitted. 


ſhortly 


tended his Dominions beyond any of his Predeceſſors. 
But now after a fortunate and triumphant Reign of a- Not 
bout twenty four Years, in the Year 924, he dies, and is Af! 
buried at Wincheſter by his Father, leaving behind him, land, at 
five Sons, and nine Daughters. Englan 
| | aanbur 
ATHELSTAN, ture o 
cian, al 
924. 5 his Son, being thirty Years of Age, full of King's 
| telſon ['\ Spirit, was by the Conſent of the Nobility, prefer- Remark 
1 red before bis legitimate Son Eamund, under Age, and ſerved 1 
was crowned at Kingſton upon Thames; but one Alfred Wl King, 
oppoſed him, on the Account of his Illegitimacy, and anſwere 
conſpired to ſeize him at Wincheſter, and put out his Anlaf, : 
Eyes. This Plot was opportunely diſcovered, Alfred Mt ſuſpect 
taken. and utterly denied the Fat; for which Reaſon, he Celity, | 
was ſent to Kome, to purge himſelf before the Pope; was doi 
where coming to take his Oath before the Altar of St, fame P! 
Peter, he fell down, was carried off, and died three Days ſhop's 
after. Zthelſtan's Affairs were a little diſturbed, on the the Arn 
North Side of the Humber, where Inguald, one of the Patel e 
Danif} Kings, ſeized on York, and S:thric, the Daniſb length « 
King of Northumberland, by Force made himſelf Maſ- ue W. 
ter of Davenport in Cheſhire, and he became ſo conſider- perſued 
able, that Athelſtan gave him his Siſter Edgitha in Marri- ed valt 
Northenker- age. But Sithric dying ſoon after, the Kingdom of Ne- Lame © 
— umberland was added to the King's Dominions, by cke an 
Dominion which Means, he became the firſt, that ever ruled all with hin 
| England, without any other King under him; and by his baſſador: 
Conqueſts, this Prince juſtly deſetved the Title of firſt Son 0¹ 
Monarch, tho” it was not aſſumed, till Eared his young- his Son, 
er Brother came to the Throne. Northumberland being FayOur | 
reduced, Godefrid fled into Scotland, and his Brother Au- King Az, 
234. laf into Irelaud. Upon which, Arbelſtan invaded Scot- Turketul 
8 land both by Sea and Land, and drove his Enemies be- ils dilter, 
fore him by Sea, as far as Cathneſs, and by Land, as far for Beau. 
Danfeodor, and Merlermore. This cauſed Conſtantine, ried to tl 
and Eugenius King of Cumberland, to deliver themſelves lis Court 
up to the King's Mercy, who treated them in a manner and Aga, 
every way ſuitable to their Dignity ; but Godefrid, with ade 4 
one Turſrid, made their Eſcape, and collecting | ſome beir chic 
Forces, beſieged ork, but without Succeſs, and were I the pe 
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ſhortly after taken, and impriſoned in a Caſtle, from 


t 

o whence alſo they made their Eſcape. Not long after, 

ex- Turfrid was caſt away, and drowned, and Godefrid ſub- 

| S mitted. | 

34 Not long after, Conſtantive King of Scotland, with 938 


Anlaf from Ireland, fell on Exgenius King of Cumber- fd ine 
4 and after four Vears Preparations, they invaded — ch 
England, by the River Humber, and advanced as far as Bru- ers. 
nanburg in Northumberland. Anlaf to find out the Poſ- 

ture of the King's Forces, put on the Habit of a Muſi- 

cian, and by his Harp and Voice, got Admittance into the 

King's Tent, by which he had Opportunity to make his 


wn Remarks, and being diſmiſs'd, one who had formerly 
ind ſerved under him, knew him, of which he acquaints the 
wed King, who blamed him for letting his Enemy go; but he 
ind auſwered, that he had firſt given his Military Oath to 

his 4-72, and if he had betrayed him, the King might juſtly 

ny" ſuſpe& him for the like Treaſon. But to prove his Fi- 

he (äelity, he adviſed the King to remove his lent, which, 
Ares icched his Tent in the 

pe; was done, and a Biſhop coming, pitche 

% ſame Place. Azlaf returns in the Night, fell on the Bi- 
as ſhop's Tent, and ſlew him, and his Retinue. At this 

the he Army was alarmed, and the next Morning a bloody A bloody 
the battel enſued, both Parties fought deſperately, till at Burl. 
wiſh length Conſtantine was killed on the Spot; the Score 

tat. se way, and Aulaf and his Followers fled, and were 

Ne perſued with a terrible Deſtruction. This Victory ad- 

ary ded yaſt]y to the Reputation of King Arbelſtan, and the 

7,7. Fame of it flying thro* all Chriſtendom, many Kings 

by were ambitious of bis Friendſhip, and ſought an Alliance Princes ſeek . 
al} Vith him on any Terms. Henry the Emperor ſent Am- ne 
his balſadors, to delire oue of his Siſters in Marriage for his gan. 
irſt on 0%. Hugh King of France requeſted another for 

ng- his Son, aud Lewis Prince, of Apuitain begged the like 

ing Fayour for himſelf, Fheſe were all kindly received by 
ing A:he/ar, who under the Conduct of his General 
. Turſetul, and ſome of his chief Courtiers, ſent four of 

de⸗ his Sitters, who for Chaſtity were ſuperior to Diana, and 

ar tor Beauty exceeded Helena. The two eldeſt were mar- 

„, ed to the Emperor's Son, and another great Prince of 

ves is Court, and the two youngeſt, to the Kings of France 

ner and Azuitain. Now Atbelſtau, with his Brother Eamund, 

ith ade Hales, and with great Eaſe, reduced Ladwal 

me cir chief King to Sübjeckion. Then he commanded. . 
ere 


all the petty Kings of Wales to meet him at Hereford, 
+7 | Sn * and 
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Kings of and obliged them to pay him yearly twenty Pound weight 

|= fg of Gold, three hundred of Silver, twenty five thouſand 

Beeves, and as many Hounds and Hawks as he ſhould 

n demand. 21 = A ee 7: W. 4 
King Aebelſtan, being thus dreaded abtœad, and fear 

dt Home, enjoyed Peace for near three Tears; during 


which Time, he made many Laws for the preſerving of, 


"the Quiet and Government of his Country, one of 
which for its Peculiarity, we mall here recite; the 

Price of Murther or Man- killing: was eſtabliſned, from 

the Ki 

The Puniſh- Of Sitver-of the Value of three Shillings. Of theſe 
ment of for the Life of the A were to pay thirty thouſand, 
— not Of which one half the King's Relations received, and the 
capital. Nation the ather Half. For an Archbiſhop fifteen thou- 
ſandt; for a Bifhop-or- Alderman eight thoufand.; for the 

Lite af a Field-Marſhal, Knight-Marſhal;- or General 

four thouſand; for a Prieſt two thoufand, and for a Pea- 
ſant, two hundred and fixty ſeven ; the half to be given 

to the Relations, and half to the Nation. At length, 


this great Prince, having performed all noble Parts of | 


Religion, Juſtice, and Magnanimity, died in the Year 
940 at Gloceſter, and was buried at Malmsbury, havi 
- reigned fifteen Years and odd Months. | f 


1 14 EDMUND. 

vIY & 1 DB. oft 1 * 11 , | 

940. LDuund, Brother of the great Athelſtan, ſucceeded in 
Edmund ſuc- I 

3 he Was not inferior to his Predeceſſors in Courage and 


Bravery ; as an Inſtance of which, in the ſecond Ver 


of his Reign he freed Mercia; from the Power of the 
Daues, and took from them Leiceſter, Lincoln, Notting- 


bam, Stamford and Darby, where they had been placed | 
ard. Hence a Peace. enſued, | 
during which, Odd Archbiſhop of Canterbury, ſet forth | 
diverſè Canons, of Which one was, That the King and | 
Nability ſhould. pay the moſt humble Obedience to the 
Axchbiſhop and Biſhops... But there was ſoon put n 
Ed to. King Edmund's great Actions, and his, Friends 
Expectations, byua very ſtrange Accident: For the King 
3 a Feſtival. amidſt his People and Servants, that 
Idved and honguręd him, was ſtabbed by one Leof n 
Qutlaw. He had reigned ſix Years and fix Months, and Þ 


by. his Father King E 


V buffed at Ca eu, - . 
es 2 | EDRED. 


to the Peaſant, to be paid in Fhrimſe's, "a piece 


the Throne, and tho he was but eighteen. Years old, 


Sekn 
ed nin 


diſſolu 
he wit 
and re 
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EDRED. 

Dred his et Brother, ſucceeded him in the 4. P. 94 

Throne, Vottsichlandin he left two Sons, Edle , Re 


C 


aud Edgar, and was by the Conſent of the — and firſt who was 


Pp 


People crowned at Kingſton, and was the very firſt King filed King 
of England, who in "Trig, ſtiled himſelf King - —_— 
Great Britain. In the firſt Year of his Reign he ſubdu- 

ed all Northumberland; upon which, the Scots ſwore 
Obedience to him. Some Time after, the Northam- 

brians recalled Anlaf, and fet him up for a conſiderable 

while; after that, they made one Eric, the Son of Ha- 

rold, a Dane, King: Eared advaiicing, they ſubrnit- 

ted to his Governrhent; and appeas'd him with great 

Preſents, Bat the King, being ſeized with a languiſh- 

ing Diſtemper, and at lerigth conſumed with a tedious 

Sickneſs, died in the Flower of his Age, having reign- His Peat 
ed nine Years; and fix Months: 


EDwl. 


uw: the eldeſt Son of King Edmund, ſucceeds in the gs. 
Throne, and was unanimouſly crowned at King- Ser. 
ſton, who for the Lovelineſs of his Perſon, was firna- © * 
med tbe Fair. He was now about fourteen Years of 
Age. And Writers give him the Character of a very 
ditfolute Prince; for on the very Day of his Coronation, 
he withdrew himſelf from the Company of his Nobles, 
and retired to the Chatnber of his Concubine Agia. 
The Barons being much offended at this, they ſent Bi- 
ſhop Danſtan, a Man of | grim Courage, to requeſt his 
Return, who boldly entred the Chamber, ſharply rebuk- 
ed the Women, gently reprehended the King, and tak- 
ing him by the Hand, between Force and Perſuafion, 
brought him back to the Aſſembly. The King was 
highly diſpleaſed, and being ſet on by the Malice of 
theſe Women, baniſhed Dunſtan to Flanders, and cau- 
ſed all the Wealth of his Monaftery to be ſeized. He 
conceived an Averſion againſt all Men in Orders. The 
Clergy proyoked at this, uſe. their utmoſt Endeavours 
to get him excommunicated ; which Archbiſhop Odo 
did, and pronounced a Separation or Divorce between 
him and his beloved Alzgiva. They alſo ſtirred up the 
People to Rebellion, for the Indignities he offered to 
Vol. I. the 
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the Church; accordingly, the Mercians and Northum— 
briaas revolted, and ſex up his, younger Brother Eagar, 
leaving to him only the Kingddn of the Welt Saxon, 
Eau now finding that he wanted both Power and 
- Intereſt to revenge himſelf, having reigned near four 
Fears, died, 4., D. geg; and was buried at I in. 


cheſter. 
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959. Deer Brother of King Edwi, peaceably aſcends 
e Throne, at ſixteen; Years of 5 and became 
cen of Monarch of all Exglend. His whole Reign was one 
all England. contingal Calm, on which Account, he obtained the 
Sirname of Peaceable ;- his Actions were generally no- 
overnment was attended 


* v4 


and ſoon after, Archbiſhop of Canterbury. This Prince 

underſtood and practiſed the true Intereſt of his Coun- 

try, Which was to make. good Laws, and to be Maſter 

He prepares at Sea. In order to which, he fitted out a prodigious 

vaſt Fleers. Nayy, conſiſting of ſixteen, hundred Sail, which he di- 

vided into four Parts or Squadrons, making, an yearly 

Progreſs with part of his Fleet about the Iſland. He 

was the firſt King of England, that was truly Lord of 

the Seas, by which Means he prevented the Incurſions 

of the Pirates, and defended his Kingdom againſt all 

foreign Invaſions. And he was alſo very careful in 

training up his Subjects in the Art of War, and for 

Military Imployments. Theſe Things added much to 

the Fame and Grandeur of this Prince, and having clear- 

| ed the Northern Parts from Rovers and Pirates, all 

All Nations Traders were ambitious of putting themſelves under the 
come ned. Protection of ſo wiſe and powerful a Prince. 

$s ProteCti- . de , | . 

may The next Step this glorious Prince took, was his Re- 

ſolution to ſuppreſs Vice, and in particular, that of 

Drunkenneſs, which had introduced ſuch publick, no- 

torious, and miſchievous Effects in the Land; and be- 

cauſe the Lives of the Secular Clergy, became more 

and more luxurious and ſcandalous , he ordered the Bi- 

ſhops to regulate this Affair, by ejecting the impious Se- 

culars, and reſtoring the Regulars to their Monaſteries. 
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to procure him yearly t J hi 
ties Lens Tithe entirety deſtroyed them. Eight Petty He is artend- 


herland, Matenre King of the 455 five ia Fs O 


Dal, nn, £2209. ac Al 

bills. Tue King, to fer fett e Splendor aud Great- 
neſs of his Dommions, weilt into A. Gally, .and was 
rowed by theſe e ht Kin s upbn"the River Dee, Alid, Was 


1 


turned to his Palace, he is fd” 0 have ere bis 
Nobles, that his Succeffore magy boaſt of being wg. 
ſhould be attended by To 


4 — 2 n 2 4 97 L 
Bath, it being the, fiffeenth 2 * 
riONs 


publickly” cen ed at the 


able Actions of King Edgar, this Prince was not with- 
out ſome remarkable Stains; efpectally in relation to the 
fair Sex, which ate acknowledged by Writers the moſt 
favourable to his Memory. But Death ſoon put an end 
to this great Prince; for in the thirty ſecond Vear of 
his Age, he died, having reigned ſixteen Years, and 
two Months, A. D. 975, and was interred in the Abby 
of Glaſſeabary, 


E DWARD the Younger, 


S ſoon as the great Edgar was dead, the Nation was 975 
1 divided into Factions concerning the Succeſſion ; 
tor he leaving two Sons, by two ſeveral Wives, Arch- 
G 2 biſhop 
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biſhop Dunſtan, arid the reſt of the Biſhops, were for 
Edvard cho- Prince Edward his eldeſt Son, while Queen Elfrida and 


ſen King. 
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the Archbiſhops Dunſtan and Ofwald, with the Biſhops, 

Abbots, and many of the Nobility, met together in a 

great Council, and choſe Prince Edward King, whom 

they immediately anointed and crowned at King flon 

he being then a Vouth of fifteen Years of Age. Soon 

after there appeared dreadful Comets, the Fore-runners 

or Portenders of the Miſeries of the Nation; for there 

Many Cala- immediately ſucceeded Barrenneſs of Ground, Famine 
5 amongſt Men, Death of Cattel, with many other Ca- 
lamities. In the mean Time, King Edward lived a qui- 


et and undiſturbed Life, permitting his Step-Mother to 


order all Affairs as ſhe pleaſed, and chetiſhing his young · 


er Brother, with the utmoſt Love and Tenderneſs. She 


with all the Artifice i 
of wreſting 
tunity to put it in Execution, which at length ſhe accom- 
pliſhed; for the poor Prince being wearied with Hun- 
ing, and tormented with Thirſt, leaves his: Companions 
to follow the Game, and rode alone to her Palace, at 
Corf-Caſtle in Dorſesſhire, in order to refreſh himſelf; 
the Queen ſnewed him all the Reſpect imaginable, de- 
firing him to alight from his Horſe, but he refuſing that; 
he ordered Wine to be brought him, and while he was 
drinking, one of her Servants ſtabbed him in the Back, 
Thus fell Edward the younger, in the eighteenth Year 
of his Age, after he had born the Name of 
three Years and a half, who for his Innocence and the 
manner of his Death, obtained the Sirname of Marr. 


maginable, concealed her Deſign 


5 


T 'ETHELRED n n 
7 Dward being thus unfortunately removed, his half 


ceeds ng not above ten or twelve Years of Age. Shortly 


His Corona after his Brother's Death, he was crowned: at King ſton, 
tion. 


dy Archbiſhop Dunſtan, who, as he put the Crown up- 
on his Head, in a prophetical manner, declared, that 
the Sin of his Brother's Murderers, ſhould not be expia- 


ted, without great Bloodſhed; for ſuch Calamities 


ſhould fall upon Exgland, as it had never felt before. 
Some Time after, the Danes, who for the Space of 
fifty Years had not infeſted this Nation, returned — 

ee eee 


her Party, were for ſetting up her Son Ethelred. But 


the Title from him, till ſhe had an Oppor- 


a King fot 


979. 
aa L. Brother Ezhelred, eaſily ſtept into the Throne, he 
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the Coaſts, and in the third Vear of his Reign, landed 
at Southampton, took the Town, and carried away great 
Booty; from whence they paſſed to the Iſle of Thauet, The Danes 
which they alſo waſted ; as was likewiſe the Country nd gun. 


a about Cheſter, by. another Party of thoſe Barbarians. 


The following Year, they harraſs'd Devonſhire, and 
Cornwall, and the next Portland, and the adjacent 
Coaſts; and what added to theſe Misfortunes from a- 
broad, was the burning of the — of London, in the Lenden burnt 
Year 987, but how it came to paſs, is not diſcovered. a 
The Diſorders hereby raifed in the Nation were increa- 


. ſed by domeſtick Troubles and Diſturbances ; and the 


People and the Cattel were ſwept off by ſtrange Fevers, 

and prodigious Fluxes. The Danes now return, and 
furiouſly invade the Coaſt of Devonſhire ; againſt whom, 983. 
Godaand Stremewold made Head, and put them to fight, on — 
but loſt their Lives in the Conteſt. ree Years after, creaſe. 
theſe Danes under the Command of Faſt»: and Gut- 

mond land in the Eaſt, and plunder the Town of '[pſ-- 

wich, and marched to Maldon, where Brictnoth, a Duke 

of Eaſt Saxony, bravely. oppoſed them, - but loſing- his 

Life, the Exg/:p were at length worſted. And now 

al} Havens, Harbors, and landing Places, were filled 


with Swarms of theſe Locuſts, that it could not be 


known where to meet them with Advantage. Ethel. 


8 red being of 2 ſlothful unactive Temper, was adviſed- 


by Archbiſhop Siricius, Succeſſor to Dunſtan, and two 
Dukes, Etbelward and Alfric, to give the Danes Mo- 
ney to quit the Coaſts. Accordingly, it was ſtipu-Firſt Tribute 
lated to give them ten thouſand Pounds, on Condition =_ _- 


that they ſhould quit the Country, and infeſt the Coaſt 10000 l 


no more; an infamous Example, and unworthy of 
Men, to redeem their Liberty with Money, which ge- 
nerous Minds would never have ſubmitted to, and 
which ſerved only for a Time to ſatisfy their Covetouſ-— 
neſs; for in about 'a Year, the Daues having taſted the 
ſweet of Money, reſolved to raiſe more. Accordingly 993. 
they landed in the North, and plundered Banborough, Pane: mt 
and then directing their Courſe to the Mouth of the Pevaſtation. 
Humber, they walted 7 5 and Lincoluſbire on bot 
Sides of the River, killed Men, Women, and Children, 
and gathered a vaſt Booty, The Country Men made 
Head againſt them, but in the Battel three of their Lead- 
ets, waz, Frana, Frithegiſt, and Godwin, being Daxes 
oy the Father's Side, betrayed them, and procured their 

& 2 3 Detcar. 
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Defeat, and likewife Aſie a Sea Commander did the 
ſame; for having an Opportunity to ſurprize the ane, 
he over Night gave them Intelligence, by which Means 
they eſeaped. About this Fime, Sw¾ane King of Den- 


mark; being joined with Anlaf King of Norway, arti. 


ved with a numerous Fleet, entred the Thames, and fu- 
riouſly attacked Landon, with deſign to burn it; but the 
Citizens valiantly oppoſed: him, and obliged him to raiſe FF 
the Siege. Exaſperated by this Repulſe they invaded “ 
Eſſex and Kent, and waſted the Coaſt with Fire and 
Sword, and then paſſed into Suſſex and Hampſhire, de- 


ſtroying Houſes, Buildings, Fields, Men, Women, and 


Children. To put a Stopto theſe violent Proceedings, 
the ſlothful King, and his unadtive Counſellors, again 
purchaſe a Truce with Money, and now the Price was 
Second Tri- fixteen thouſand Pounds; upon this the Danes retired 


bure paid he to their Ships at Southauepton, and winter'd there. E. 


Danes, 
1coco l. 


thelred invited Anlaf King of: Norway to come and viſit f 


him at his Court now at Andover, where he was roy- 
ally entertained, was baptized, and adopted the King's 
Son, and being diſmiſs'd with great Preſents, he promi- 
ſed upon Oath, not to moleſt 5 

he faithfully. performed. But the 


they entred the River Frome, and waſted the greateſt 


part of Dorſeiſhire, with many other Parts; and though þ 
the'Ezg/þ often made Head againſt them, yet through 


the-T reachery of their Leaders, or ſome other Misfor- 
tune, they were hindred from Battel. 


and Countries through which they paſſed. The follow- 
ing Year they entred the River Medway, and beſieged 
Rocheſter ; the Kentifſ» Men aſſembled, and gave them 


a ſharp Encounter; but this did not hinder the Danes 


from proceeding; at which King Ezhelred and his Coun: 
ſellors were ſo rouſed, that they levied an Army, and 
fitted out a Flect. 


| But neither were the Generals able 
to command, nor the Admirals to give Orders, by | 
reaſon of their unskilfulneſs in military and maritime 
Affairs; ſo that they were the Nation's Burden, not its Þ 
Defence, which more embolden'd the Enemy to pro- | 
ceed, wno in the following Year paſſed over into No- 
| mand), 


e 
— any more, which 

alamity ended not ſo; 
for the Danes after three Years Intermiſſion, entred the 
River Severn, and waſted South Wales, Devonſhire, and 
Cornwall, and winter'd at Taveſtock. The next Year 


It would be! 
endleſs to enumerate all the Devaſtations they made, and 
the Deſolations they left behind them, in all the Places“ 
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naudy, but on what Account is not recorded, and at 
their Return, committed greater Hoſtilities than before. 
In the midſt of theſe diſmal Times, the Danes burnt Oxford and 
both Oxford and Cambridge. While the Daues were — 
abſent, King Ethelred was pleaſed to undertake an Ex- 1000. 
pedition both by Sea and Land, to make ſome Diverſi- 
on, into Cumberland, where the Danes had been moſt 
planted, and lived in Peace; and there, and in the Iſle of 
Angleſey, he imitated his Enemies in Ravages and De- 
adhs In the mean Time, the Danes returning from 
Normandy, entred the Mouth of the River Ex, laid 
Siege to Exeter, batter'd the Walls, and reſolved to 
ſtorm it; but the Inhabitants like thoſe of London, made 
ſo brave a Defence, that they were obliged to.. retire; 
all which was immediately revenged on the poor 
Country People, whom they murdered in great Mul- 
titudes. The Enemy having glutred himſelf with Slaugh- 
ter in Devonſhire, returned to his Fleet, and ſailed to the 
Iſle of Wight, which he ravaged, as likewiſe the Coaſt 
of Hampſhire and Dorſetſhire, till at length eaſy King 
Ethelred, by the Advice of Counſellors as unactive as 
himſelf, ſends one Leof a Courtier, to propoſe a third 
Tribute to the Danes for a Peace; to which theſe De- 
vourers readily hearken'd, but enhanc'd the Sum to 
twenty four thouſand Pounds, which being paid down, Third Tri- 
they were pleaſed to deſiſt from all Acts of Hoſtility. _—__ 
King Ezhelred having thus purchaſed a Peace, reſolv- 24000 7. 
ed to ſtrengthen his Family by ſome potent Alliances ; 1992» 
accordingly he treated with Richard Duke of Normandy, 
and married his Daughter Emma. The King being now 
ſwell'd with the Thoughts of his new Alliance, reſoly- 
ed upon a violent and dangerous Expedient, which was 
totake a full. Revenge, for all the Inſults and Barbarities 
of the Daziſh Nation, by putting an end at once to all 
their Power. In order to effect this, he ſent Letters with 
the utmoſt Secrecy, into all Parts of the Kingdom, com- 
manding alt his Subjects on a certain Hour, on the 
ninth Day of Ju, to ſet upon the Danes wherever they 
tound them, and to deſttoy them all without any Mercy. | 
This Command was ſtriétly executed, and the Danes es 
were murdered; no Age, no Sex eſcaped, the Women the Danes. 
as well as the Men were butchered, and the Drains of 
their Children were daſhed out againſt the Walls. And 
when the Multitude found themſelves thus Maſters, 
they proceeded to new Barbarities, digged Holes in the 
64 Ground, 


38 


reſolves to 
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He invades 
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Party were drawn out to oppoſe him; but when the 
| Armies were ready to join in vas, Alfric the Engl: 
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Ground, put Daniſþ Women into them up ta the Waſte, 
and then ſet fierce Wen er them, which: cruelly 
tote off their Breaſts. . Several Danes of the higheſt 
Quality, received upon publick Faith to ratify the late 
Peace, were not exempted from the Cruelties of the 
Popnlace ; among whom was King  Swaze's Sitter ; 
Gunildes', Wife to Count Paleng, Who ſeveral 
Years before had come into Exgland with her Family, 
where ſhe had received the Chriſtian Faith, and had 
now given up her ſelf, her Husband, and Son, as Hoſta- 

zhelred.” This Princeſs had firlt her Huſ- 


by King E This 
. - *band and Son flain in a moſt barbarous manner, before 
her Face, and then ſhe her ſelf was ordered to be de- 


headed, which Sentence ſhe took with an unconcerned 
Bravery and Courage; aud at her Death, ſhe foretold, 
that her Death and Blood would coſt Exgland dear, and 


that it would not be long, before it would be amply re- 


venged. The Conſequences of this horrid Maſlacre, 
terrible to the Exgliſb Nation. For as ſoon 
ane heard of it, he was highly exaſperated, and 
reſolved, being fired with the utmolſt k 
ment, to make a full Puſh, and conquer the. whole Na- 
tion: Therefore he invitedal} Strangers to his Aſſiſtance, 
and ene great many to join him, he fitted out 
a powerful Fleet, and being arrived at the South Weſt⸗ 
ern Parts of the N ation, he entred the River Ex, ſtorm- 
ed the City of Exeter, demoliſhed the Walls, from the 


+ Eaftto the Weſt Gate, and marched: off with a large 


Booty. After this, he waſted Jilt/ire,, and a ſtrong 
h 


General feigned a ſudden Sickneſs, by. Which the Army 
was ſo diſcouraged, that they fled with Precipitation; 
upon which, Sw2ze without any. Oppoſition, marched 
up to Wilton, which he one and burnt, and hav- 


ing dealt in the fime manner with Salisbury, he return- 


ed to his Ships. The next Year, he infeſted the Coaſts 
of -Norfolk, pfandred and burnt the City of Norwich; 
upon which," Utfzet#t, Duke of the Falt Angles, made 
2 Peace with him; but Sware in a few ors perfidioul- 
ly broke” it, and marched to Thetford, which he like- 


7 4 


wiſe plundred and burnt. _ 


he next Year, there happen'd, ſo great 2 Famine in 
ſh yo land, that rove Swmane back to 


extnark, but ſup- 


1121 * periſhed 


age and Reſent · 


blkeg che Place of dis devouring Sword; for mort 


periſhe: 


fered b 
plorab 
2 luxu 
gent N 
moſitie 
union, 


bobſtin⸗ 
publicł 


J Fs 
Force 


enter 
Kent 2 


iſhed by Hunger in one Year, than before had.ſuf- 
— Frred by h -Cracities: F England w | now in the moſt de- 
teſt plorable Condition, inyotyed in all Sorts of Calamities, 
late a luxurious and flothful King, an unactive and negli- 
the; gent Nobility, yet poſſeſs d with private Heat and Ani- 
ter; moſities, which occafioned not only a dangerous: TN 
eral union, but a betraying of all Secrets to the Enemy; an 
ily, obdſtinate Prieſthood, that would not contribute to. the. 
had publick Neceſſities; to all which God was pleaſed to 
ſta permit great Storms, which much impaired the Naval 
luſ- Force of the Nation. The Danes in the Year 1006, Egli in- 
fore enter Sandwich Road, with a great Fleet, and overrun vaded. 
be⸗ Kent and Suſſex, deſtroying all with Fire and Sword. 
ned The King, to oppoſe them, raiſed an Army, with a no- 
old, ble Reſolution to engage them in Perſon. But the 
and Dane i, good at flying, removed from Place to Place ſo ſud - 
' re- denly, plundring and deſtroying whereſoever they went, 
cre, ¶ ſothat they fruſtrated the low Motions of a heavy Camp, 
don and got ſafe into the Iſle of Vigbe, with great Booty, 
and where they winter'd till Chr:tmas. The King being 
ent-: WS then in Shropſhire, ſeeking the Blood of ſome worthy 
Na- Subjects, the Danes overran Hampſhire, and Berkſhire, 
ace, as far as Reading and Wallingford, which they burnt, 
out with other Places. Upon this, the King and his No- 
eſt- ¶ bility, have Recourſe to their laſt Remedy, the Coffers, 
rm- and ſent a fourth Time to buy a diſhonourable Peace. 
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the The Danes now again raiſe the Price, and now ob- Fourth Tri- 
age WY tained from the Nation half ſunk in Poverty, the Sum nue paid ro 
ong of thirty ſix thouſand Pounds. 71:1 a6o00 & 
the The next Year, King Ezhelred ſhewed, that he had not 3008. _.. 
%% loſt all Care of his Nation; for he enacted, that every 


rmy three hundred and ten Hides of Land ſhould furniſh 
on; out a Gally, and every nine Hides find a Corſlet and 
ed Head-Piece; now every Hide contained ſo much Land, 
nav- as a Plow could till in a Year. Theſe Ships were ex- 
arn- I peditiouſly built, victualled, and man'd. with choice Sol- 
aſts diers, and their Rendezvous appointed at the Port of 
ich; ¶ Sandwich, to ſecure the Coaſts from the Deſcents of 
ade Foreigners. England was now believed to be in a ſafe. 
ouſ- Condition, when ſuddenly a Diſſention, the Bane. of all 
ike- good Deſigns, — up among the Nobility ; and 
Bricbric, Brother of frac fallly accuſed Wulwoth. to 
ein the King, who'feating t e Potency of his Enemies, with 
ſup- twenty Ships, fled, and practiſed Piracy on the Coaſts. - 
= Brithric followed him with eighty Veſſels, but meetin 
. PONDS wit 


the Danes 
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with a Storm, was caſt on the Shore, where Walwnth £ 
ſoon after burnt them. This Misfortune -caufed the 


King and his Nobility to return Home, ordering the 


Fleet up to London. Upon this, Tarkill, a Dane, ar- : 
rived on the Coaſts with ſome Ships, and in Aaguſt wa 


followed 
More Miſ- 
the Danes. hury, where they forced the Inhabitants to purchaſe 


their Peace, with three thouſand. Pounds. After this, 
they return to their Ships, fail to the Ifle of W:zhr, 
and then enter Szſſex and * plundring and 

helred now awakened 
with his People's Misfortunes, raiſeth an Army to op- 


burning all as they went. King 


poſe them; but all was acted ſo unskilfully, and ſo neg- 


ligently, that the Enemy was not at all hindred from q 
their Rapines. After this, they returned to the Thames, 
where they winter'd, and ravaged both Sides of the 


River, and often attacked London, but were as often 
repulſed with Loſs. In the Spring they left their Ships, 


pats'd thro Cluotern Wood into Oæſordſbire, and burnt 
that City; then dividing their Forces, they ravaged the 
Country on both Sides of the Thames; they joined + 
gain at Staines, and returned to their Ships, which being 


repaired, they enter Szfolk, and ſpent three Months in 


the mott barbarous Ravages, burnt Thetford, Cambriage, : 


and many other I owns, killing all they met in their 


way. They paſſed again into Oæfordſbire, which they ; 


waſted, together with the Counties of Buckingham, 
Bedford, and Hertford, The ſame Year they went into 


Northampton, burnt that Town, and all the adjacent } 


Country; then they returned, and laid J/:/:fhire waſte; 


and the next Year, they deitroyed with Fire and Sword, a 
all Eaſt Eaglaud, Eſſex, Middleſex, Hertſordſbire, Buck 


ing hamſhire, and the Counties of Oxford, Bedford, and 
Cambridge, with half of Huntington, and the greatell 
part of Northampton, and on the South Side of the 


Thames, Neut, Surry, Suſſex, with the Counties ot 


Southampton, Wilts, and Berks. The December follow: 

ing, tgy beſieged Canterbury, took it in twenty Days, and 

1-12. for Diverſion, uſed all manner of Barbarities. To re- 
4 wh T1 drets which Miſchiefs, in the Spring, the traiterous E. 
e ones Arie, and the reſt of the wicked Nobility: of both Or 
48000 l. 


fifth Tribute to the Danes, which was now raiſed from 


thirty 


a numerous Fleet, commanded by Hen. 5 
ming and Eilat, who joined Twrkell, landed in the Iſle of 
chiefs from Thaxet, and paſſed to Sandwich, and then to Canter. 


ders, aſſembled in Council at London, and propoſed a 


thirty 
dute 
on be 
Ships 
again 
with 
mer!) 
— 
eld. 
. 
for th 
maine 
tellige 
when 


camp 
theres 
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thirty ſix, to forty eight thouſand Pounds. This Tri- 
dute being paid, and a Peace confirmed by ſolemn Oaths 
on both Sides, the Daniſh Fleet retired; only forty five 
Ships remained with King Ezhelred, to defend Euglaud 
againſt Foreigners; upon Condition to. be maintained 
with Cloaths and Proviſions. And this Year as for- 
merly, there was a Tax raiſed, to pay this Tribute of © 
forty eight thouſand Pounds, which was oalled Daze- The Pe 
geld. And alſo it was reſolved, that every Hide of ment or 
Land in the Kingdom ſhould pay twelve Pence yearly, el. 
for the Subſiſtence of this Fleet, of which Tarkll re- 
mained Admiral, who conſtantly gave King Swane In- 
telligence, how Affairs ſtood here; and fo ler him know 
when it would be moſt ſeaſonable to re-invade the 
Land. | 
Accordingly, the next Year he landed at Sandwich ro15, 
with a powerful Force, whence after a few Days Stay, n again 
he failed for the Humber, and paſſed up the Trent to Land. 
Garnsborough in Lincolnſhire, where he landed, and en- 
camped his great Army. This ſtrack Terror upon all 
thereabouts, and to prevent their Ruin, the Nortbhum- 
brians, the Inhabitants of Linaſea, and thoſe of Fisburgb, 
and all that lay North of Matling Street, fibmit to 
en; Wy him, give Hoſtages, and acknowledge him King. Hav- Au Places 
1s in ing given the neceffary Orders to ſecure thoſe People, ſubmit to 
in be marched into Mercia, deſtroying all before him; he 
their WF ſoon took Oxford, then marched to Wincheſter, which 

they WY immediately yielded; from thence he turned his Courſe 
han, towards London, where Ethelred reſided, and Tarke:zul 

into g was with his Forces. He was bravely repel'd : Upon 
ce A which he directed his March to Malling ford, thence to 
aſte; WF the Bath, whither all the Weſtern Parts repaired, gave 
ord, Hoſtages, and made Peace with him; whoſe Example 
zuck. was ſoon followed by the Citizens of London, who 

ane finding it in vain to ſtrive againſt the univerſal Current, 
atell and fearing his Cruelties, fent alſo Hoſtages, and made 
their Peace. Thus Swane, who acted all Things like 
a barbarous Tyrant, was both ſtiled and accounted King 
of the Exgliſu Nation. 
Upon this, Ezhelred, King only in Name, ſends his 
Queen Emma, with his two Sons, Edward and Alfred 
into Normandy, to her Brother Richard, Duke of that 
Province, and ſome Time after he follows himſelf. In 
the mean Time the Tyrant Swaze, reſiding at Gainsbo- 
rough, laid inſupportable Taxes upon the — — 

ur ki 


from | 
thirty 
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Turkill did the like at Greenwich. - Now Swane, being 
Swane kill d. in the Heighth of his Pride and Cruelty, and upon the 
Point of being crowned, received a mortal Wound by 


an unknown Hand, who had the good Fortune to ei- 
cape: He died, and was buried in thęe City of York,  - 
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ute One, for his Succeſſor. But the Ergliſb, having felt 
from the Son, ſent Meſſengers to Ethelred in Norman: 
Ay, declaring, that if he would promiſe to govern them 
with greater Care and Clemency than formerly, they 
would aſſiſt him, and join with him againſt all Preten- 
ders. Upon which, Ezhelred immediately diſpatches 
his Son Edward to aſſure them, that for the future he 
would govern, with more Clemency, and better than 
he had done; that he would follow their Counſel, and 
pardon whatever had been done or ſpoken again him; 
and being aſſured of the Affections of his Subjects, an 
Embaſſy of Lords were ſent back with Prince Edward; 
to haſten the King's Return, which was accompliſhed in 


Ethelred re- 


u Eng: the Lent following, and he was received by the People, 


with univerſal Satisfaction. And now to anſwer their 


Expectations, he immediately levied an Army againſt 


Canuute, which was diſpatched immediately, to prevent 
him from making Head ; ſo that, Canxte was obliged to 
quit the Parts of Lindſey, and leave its Inhabitants to the 
Anger of their Country-Men, who proſecuted them 

with Fire and Sword, without Diſtinction or Mercy. 
on this, Caxate imbarks, and fails into Saudwich 
Road, where to revenge himſelf. upon the Engliſh Na- 
tion, he barbarouſly cut off the Ears, Hands, and ſlit the 
Noſes of the Hoſtages he had in his Power, and ſetting 
them a Shore, departed for Dexmark for new Recruits. 
The Danes were no ſooner departed, but another Cala- 
mity ſucceeded; for on the 27 of September, the Tide 
overflowed the Banks, and overwhelmed many Villages, 
and drowned a great Number of People. And at this 
very Time, the Nation was forced to raiſe the Sum of 
thirty thouſand Pounds, to pay off the Daniſh Fleet, 

that lay at Greeaw:ch. wrt CES 

e. The next Year, Cauute returning from Denmark with 
Returns to great Power, joined with Tzrkill, entred the River 
Euglaud. Frome, and laid walte the Counties of Dorſet, Somerſet, 
and M ilis. In all Probability, he had been e 
e 
40 


Cannte re- 
tires to Den- 


mark, | 


ttop'd in his Carecr, by Prince Edmund, had not fal 


Erie 


pon this, the Danes elected his Son Caunte, ot 


ſo. much of the Father's Cruelty, and fearing the like 
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Ellie been joined with him in the Command; he made 


ng a Faction in the Army, and plotted the Prince's Death, 

he which being happily diſcovered, he revolts to the Ene- Eu re- 

by my, and carried off forty Ships. Upon this, the Weſt volu. 

el- Saxons ſubmitted , and provided Horſes, for Cannte's 
Army, who the next Year, with Earic the Traytor, in- 

or vaded Mercia, and proceeded in the uſual Manner with 

elt Fire and Sword; and thence he paſſed into Noribumber- 


land, and conſtrained Uthred to give up the North Coun- 
try with Hoſtages; who was, notwithſtanding that, mur- 
dered by one Tarebrand, a Daniſh Man, by Canmte's expreſs 


ey Command. About the fame Time, King Ezhelred died Erhetred dies 
nat London, on the 224 Day of April, 1016, after an in- 

es 4 glorious and miſerable Reign of thirty ſeven Years, and 

he was buried in St. Paul's in London. c 

a SS @{:" : 4:85 * | 1 IA p 

þ EDMUND IRoNSIDE., ,. 

an 7 U PON the Death of Ethelred, the Nobitity at 1016. 

d, London, choſe Edmuzd his eldeſt Son then alive, His — 4 


in for his Succeſſor, who obtained the Sirname of Tron“ ceeds in , 
le, le, from his Strength of Body, and had he enjoyed x Sewn.” 
eir longer Life, would without Doubt, have made ample” 
nſt © Amends for his Father's Cowardice. Having obtained 
nt the Crown, he ſet out for Welt Saxony, where the Peo- 
to ple received him joyfully, and acknowledged him for 
he WE their Sovereign, while the greater Part of the Nation 
m ſwore Allegiance to Canute, who haſtned to Lon 
vic his Fleet. He caſt up a large Ditch on the Sur y 
ide, and drew up his Ships Weſtward of the Bridge, 
[a- | ſurtounded the City with an Intrenchment, made ſevt- 
he ral Attacks, but was repulſed, and obliged to abandon _ 
og the Siege. After which, he marched into the Welt, to 
ts. meet with King Eaumand, before his Forces were allem- 
la- bled, where he found him ill provided to receive an 
de Enemy. Nevertheleſs Edmuad gave him Batte! at Several Bi- 
es, WS Gillingham in Dorſetſbire, and forced Cannre and his tes with 
is Army to retreat. Encoutaged with this Succeſs; he met e. 
of bim a ſecond Time, near a Place called Sarſtan, eu- 
et, aged him, and in all likelyhood, this Battel had proved 
Fatal to the Danes, had not Almar and Algar, the chief 
th of che Nobility, who had the Command of the Wiltſhire, 
er ud Hampſhire Men, following Earic's Example, re- . 
et, volted ro the Daues; notwithſtanding which, Edmund Räte Re- 


Shewed himſelf a ſtout Soldier, and an expert Genetal, wos. 
en fi a | 71 and 
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he cou 


and ſo made à drawn Battel, which was renewed again . Fi 
the next Morning, and would again have won the Vit. I 41 
tory, had fit perfidious Eurit uſed this Stratagem to 1 3 
diſcourage- Me Engl, viz. He cut off the Head ot . 
one Of ar: :who re mbled the King, and ſetti g it u 2 77 
on high,” cfiéd'tô them; tb Pehold the Head of 'their Ambit 
King, and if they had way . their own Lives, to BY Co 
fly imimediatety;”" This mie karge ther,” Ait By: WY Crown 
mund (ABI. of the. Chear, made Frmfeff known u 1 
his Soldiers from a Hill, and threw a Spear at Ear, 4 of 
which miſs'd him, but killed two of his Attendants; f * 
which renewed their Courage, and galled the Dane, u N. - . 
they wete parted by the Night, of-which Opportunity c = > 
ute made tlie beſt Uſe; tor he decamped, and haftend ; 7 
back to London, and again fiveſted the City; upon Wn ©" q 
which, Edmund recruited hjs Forces with all Speed. And i Nur 4 
now perfidious Euric; the better to betfay him, hum. 8 
bly applies to Edmund, begged Pardon for what was We — 44 
paſt, andobtained it. Edamand marched to London, rai» Lg 
ſed the Siege, and drove the Dane with Diſhonour-to _ | 
their Ships: After ſome Time, he returned into %. BY in, 


to flight, who retired with Precipitation, into the Iſle of 
Shepey. This Victory had been complete, had not treache- 
rous Edric, by Wiles prevented the Perſuit. Edmnri 
returns for a Time to Weſtſex to recruit; Canute take; 
the Advantage of his Abſence, invades Mercia again, u- 
{ing all in the moſt barbarous and cruel manner. Edmnn! 


marches after him, and overtook him, in his Retreat 


A bloody 
Battel at 
ſhdomn. 


at Aſhdown, in Eſſex, where a bloody Batte! enſued, 
and Edmund had got the Victory, had not impious Edi 


revolted, with all the Troops under his Command, o 


the Danes; by which Means the Exg/if were out- num: 


bred, which procured their Defeat and Ruin; for ther 
never before received ſo great a Blow, lofing almol: 
all their Nobility, and the very Flower of the Nation 


. - $0 — 


ried by! 
4 with 2. 
in a gre 
had laſt 
ſtabliſhr 
twenty 
Britain 
trance 


Edmund inraged at this Diſaſter, levied all the FO 1 
; 0 
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he could, and reſolved once more to try his Fortune in 


the Field, and accordingly he met Canute with his Ar- 
my in G/oceſlerſhirez part whith, the Noblemen dread- 


* 
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* 


* by 
6 - 


» 
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* 
"£ 
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ing the Courage of Eamund, and the Power of Ca- 


nate, began to murmur and to. declare, bow fooliſh it 
was for them ſo often to venture their Eides for the 
Ambition of others, alone onght! to: fight for the 


Crowns they wore. Upon; this,to-prevent e Efufion 


© of more Blood, the: two Kings gene O uſſy; agreed to 


decthe the Matter by tihg)e Combat between temfelves. £4mmd and 


Accordingly, an Iſle in the River Severn, waspitched upon 
for the place of Battel ; and for Spectators of this Royal 
Duel, their Armies were to be on cither Shore; and the 
Conqueror to take all. + They eugage, and after a lon 


and equal Eight, finding each others Worth, they ca 
away their Weapons, embraced each other, and con- 


cluded a Peace, and agreed, that the Kingdom ſhould 
be parted between them; Edmund had the Weſtern parts And divide 


Canute fight a 
Combat. 


FS BY of the Land, and Cane the Eaſtern for his Share. , Soon fle Nation 


ra» 


4 
* 
N » * * > 
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was bu+ 


onarchy, which 


«>, 


Britains, and five hundred ſixty ſeven, after the firſt En- 
trance of the Saxoas under Heugiſt. 5110 


SECT, 


after this Diviſion wag, made, King Eamund died, after them. 
a very ſhort, but vigorous.and — eign of ſe- 

ven Months, three Weeks, and five D —— 

rica by his Grandfather, King Edger, at Claſſeubury. Thus 
with Edmund, fell the Glory of the Engliſh Saxons, and 
in a great Meaſure ended the Saxox M 

had laſted a hundred and eighty nine. Years from the E- 
ſtabliſnment made by King Egbert, four hundred and 
twenty one after the Saxoas had wholly diſpoſſeſſed the 
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SE CT. VI. 
From the Beginning of the Monarchy of the 


Danes in England under Canute, to thy 
Death of Hardecanute, their laſt Kiny, 


ward the Confeſſor. 


CANUTE. 


10% T Prince, by the Death of Ki 
ing ſole Monarch of Exgland, and being willing 

to iſh himſelf, ſummoned all the Biſhops and No- 

bility to meet at London, where he demanded, whether 

in his Agreement with King Edmund, there was any Pro 

viſion made for his Sons and Brothers; they through 

Fear, and the Hopes of Favour, anſwered, that there 

Canute choſe Was none made. Upon this, all the Nobility took the 
xing, Oaths of Fidelity to him, and readily choſe him for 
their King, andabjured the two Sons of Eamund, from 

ever being Kings of this Nation. -But the better to 
eſtabliſh himſelf, he conſults with the Traytor -Zaric 

who adviſed him to diſpatch Edwin, King Edmund's 
Brother, for which end they pitched on one Etbelwari 


that al 
be for 


8 Norm: 

King 
by the 
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Eric 


; che biy 
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| | ces he 
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who abhorred the Fact; then Edwin was ſhared into 
Favour, and ſo diſpatched ; likewiſe Edward and Ei | 
mumd, Sons of King Edmund, were ſent to the King of Þ 


Sweden to be murdered; but he ſent them to Solomon, 
, to be carefully educated, with whom 


Henry, Emperor of G by whom he had Edzu 
2 a 


Div Canute, having by theſe Means ſettled himſelf, divi- 
E»glandico ded the Kingdom into four Parts, or Governments, and 
four Parts. made Edric Governor of Mercia, Earl Txrkill of Eal 
England, and Eric of Northumberland, reſerving Wel 

Saxony to his own proper Management. After which, 

he proceeded to puniſh King Edmunds Murderers, which 

ained him much Reſpe& ; and then he declared, that 


y 


e would govern the People according to Law, — 


for wh 
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that all that had paſſed between the two Nations, ſhould 
be forgot and forgi 12 and to ſegure Richard Duke of ; 
= Normandy in his fn ereſt, he married Queen Emma, Marries Em- 
King Erbelred's Widow. And now, that thoſe, who ”" 
vy their ont det ang 4 sue 

the ſame for the Exatatian other, he cammaride 

EFEaric to, be 5 And his Head fred to a Pole, on Ec juſtly 
che higheſt Tower in London; Atid by this Means, he ea ecuted. 
ful led his Promiſe to Edric, that for this 45 Servi- 
ces he ſhould be exalted above. all the Engl | Nobility ; 
and with him many of his Accomphices ſuffered. And 
for his farther Security, Canute * a ſtanding Army, 

for whoſe Subſiſtence, he exadts a Lax of eighty thou- 
& ſand Pounds from the Nation, and from London fifteen 
thouſand Pounds, and to preſerve the ſame, a very ſtrict 
Law was made agafnſt xilhing any Dae. Vet aftef a 
ew Years, at the Impottunity of tde Nobility,-4nd Se- 
= curity given, he ſent his Army back to Demut. 
King Canas being thus eſtabifſted, refolved on I'VE 1019. , 
fit to his Native Kiugdom of Benmurt; fccotdingly in 2 
the third Yeir of ' his Reign; he ſafled for Demnar i, and mart. 
continued there'the'whole Winter, aud with tis Exg l- 
Forces he beat the Sede. In the. Spring, be rear d 
into Eg land, and at Baſter, heheld a grand Councior — 
Parliament ar Cirreſter, and deing jealsus of me growW•e TG-¾t 
ing Greatneſs of. thoſe he had ſiitruſtecd With the greateſt 
Commands, he fitſt baniſfed Duke Ezhehwald; in the 
followitig *Yelr Pa Turhilf und Ms Wile ia, ad 

alſo Eric, the Daniſh Earl of Noribumbèrland; and a5 

ſoon as Tur ſer Boot in Denmdgt, he was killed by 

the Noblemem of that Country. And King Canute havi 
ing Intelligence ftom Norton), that the People defpi- 
ſed Olaus their Ning, he ſent great Sums of Moftey to 
encourage them in their Hatred and Rebellion, and t 
make Way for his owiniPower:”- This wörked' fore 
fectually on them, that in the Lear 1028, King Cane 
| failed with 5o Ships into Norway, where the Peop 6otieA 

| him, and-droveU7ab-f6etof his Country, who tiie fol- Conquers 
{ lowing Yearreturned, to try the Minds of his Subjects, 9 
| and was flain with all ts Followers, Caunte being | 
now King of Enpiand, Dexmark, and Norway, return- 

ed into Exgland (with Applauſe; but was ill jealous of 

every Man of Power; "amongſt avVhem in partſcſte: was 
one Harwne, a Dare, who had married a Daughter © 
his Siſter Ennilaa, whom under the Colour of n Em- 
Vo. I. H baſſy 


The Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 
baſſy he baniſhed, who either periſhed at Sea, or wa; 
killed in the Iſle of Orkzey. Such were the Fears of 
this Prince, and ſuch the Means he uſed to prevent 
them, declining no Actions or Methods to fix and ſe 
cure the Crown on his Head. And having removed all 
Perſons he ſuſpected, he reſolved to be very religious, 
thinking to appeaſe Heaven, for all his impious Pragi- 
ces, by dedicating ſame Part of his ill gotten Riches tg 
ad. pow Uſes. Accordingly in the fifteenth Year of his 
Mikes a Reign, he took a Journey to Rome, viſited the Tombs 
Journey to of the Apoſtles, and conferred extraordinary Preſents 
on St. Peter, and was very liberal to the Poor, both in 
his Paſſage and Return. From Koxze he writes to the 
Biſhops and Nobility of Exgland, exhorts them to Juſ 
tice and Impartiality, and not to advance his Re 
venue by any cruel or unjuſt Means, and charged them 
to take Care, that Church Scot and Rome Scot be punc- 
tually paid; and for his own Part, he vowed great 4. 
-mendment of Life for the future. From Kome thi 
Returns to King went to Denmark, and at his Return into Exgland, 
Eaxizxd. he ſpent a great Part of his T ime, in building and re. 
pairing Monaſteries and Churches, and was very libe- 
ral to the Clergy. Upon this, his Courtiers and Flat- 
terers extolled him to the Skies, equalled him with 
Alexander, Cyrus, and Cæſar, and applauded him, as 
poſſeſſed of more than human Power, But he, to 
convince them of their baſe Practices, cauſed his Throne 
to be placed by the Sea Shore, at Southampton, while the 
Tide was flowing in, and being ſeated in Ms Robes with 
theſe Miſcreants about him, he commanded the, Sea to 
come no farther upon his Land, nor preſume to wet 
the Feet of its Sovereign Lord. But the Sea took no 
Notice of him, no more than of any other Man, but 
flowed as uſual; upon which he cried out, That none 
but the King of Heaven deſerved the Title which they 
impiouſly beſtowed on himſelf; from which Time he 
would never wear his own Crown, but commanded it 
to be put on the Head of. a Crucifix at inc heſter. 
Heuce aroſe the Cuitom of hanging up the Armour of 
great Men in Churches, as Offerings made to God, and 
as an Acknowledgment of their Dependence: on him. 
And now having by theſe. and the like Acts of Piety, 
got the Affections of his People, he was become the 
moſt powerful Monarch that ever yet fat on the EA. 
iim Throne; but this laſted not long, for on mae 
"2 4 ; | , al 
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Day of November, having reigned nineteen Years, want- 


ing a few Days, he died at Shafz5bary, and was buried pies. 


in the old Monaſtery at Hinchefter. And though the 


.F Means and Methods, by which he arrived at his Great- 


x neſs, are no ways to be juſtified ; yet few there are that 
obtained their Crowns ſo unjuſtly, who have afterwards 


managed their Power with to much Juſtice and Huma- 


© nity: So that we may ſay of him, what a Roman Au- 
& thor does of one of the Emperors, That it had been well 
tor the Kingdom, if he had never reigned at all, or 
# elſe had continued longer; his Sons being unlike him 


both in Wiſdom and Valour. 


HaroLnD. 


Annie at his Death, left behind him three Sons, 1036. 
uit, Swane, Harold, and Harde-Cannte ; the two 


1 former by Elgiva his Wife, or rather Concubine, tho? 


& ſome ſay to conccal her Barrenneſs, ſhe procured the 
& firit from a Prieſt's Wife, and the other from the 
Wife of a Shoe-maker, and ſo impoſed on the King's 
Credulity. By Emma, the Relict of King Erhelred, he 


bad Harde-Cannte. Upon this Account, the Nation 


was in the utmoſt Confuſion about the Succeffion ; the 

= Danes and the Londoners declare for Harold; moſt of 

the Engliſp contended for Edward, the Son of Ethel- 

red, and ſome for Harde-Canute, the Son of Canute, by 

Queen Emma, At length, the more ſober Part adviſean 

Accommodation, to which End, the Heads of all Fac- 

tions are ſummoned to a general Aſſembly at Oxferd, 

where the major Part conc]uded, that the Kingdom 

ſhould be divided between Harold and Harde-Canute; kingdom di- 

the former to have London, and all the Country on the vided be. 

North of the Thames, and the latter all the South Part. —— 4 

But Harde-Cannte being in Denmark at this Juncture, dane. 

| Harold who had got Poſſefſion of moſt, now ſeized | 

on all, But Ailnotih, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, for a 

long time refuſed to crown Harold King, yet at length 

| was prevailed upon, by Threats or Promiſes, to per: 

| form the Ceremony, and Harold is acknowledged King Real gets 
of England. - 461" © the Crop. 
Harold being thus ſtepped into the Throne, made it his 

firſt Buſineſs & diſpatch his Rivals, particularly King 

Ethelred's two Sons, Edward and Alfred, then in Nor- 

mandy, Accordingly, he forged a Letter to thefe twq 

+ 2 


young 
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young Princes, in the Name of Queen Emma, their Þ 


other, earneſtly inviting them into England. This 
Letter was ſent to them by Expreſs, with large Preſents, 
which they received joytully, and returned Anſwer b 
the ſame Hand, that one of them would be with her 
ſhortly, and accordingly appointed both Time and 
Place. Alfred the younger was * — molt proper for 
this Affair, who at the appointed 1 ime, came with 2 
few Ships, and about fix hundred Normans, and landed, 
but fell into the Ambuſcade that Earl Godwzz had laid for 
them. The Normans were all ſlain but every tenth Man; 
Alfred was taken Priſoner, his Eyes put out, and he cal 
into a loathſome Goal, where he miſerably periſned. Then 
Harold ſeixed on the Treaſure of his Step-Mother Queen 
Emma, and baniſhed her out of the Kingdom. Queen 
Emma was received, and entertained by Balduin, Eu 
of Flazders, who pitying a diſtreſſed Lady and Queen, 
aſſigned her Bruges for her Reſidence, and provided for 


Emma ban- 
I ſu'd. 


her during her Continuance; where when ſhe had reſ- 
his left 


Is viſited by ded about two Vears, ſhe had the Satisfaction of a Viſt 
Harde-ca- from her Son Harde-Cannte, and they comforted them. 
. ſelves with the Hopes of better Fortune, either from 
the Temper of the Exgliſh Nation, or that the U ſurpet 

- would by ſome other Means finiſh his Days or Reign, 

But Harold on the other Hand, omitted nothing that 

might ſerve to exclude them, and all other Pretenders to 

his Crown, and accordingly provided a Fleet, the only 
Bulwark of Ezgland; to ſupport which, every Port in 

the Kingdom was obliged to, pay eight Marks of Silver 

for every ſixteen Ships, which very much exaſperated 

the Eugliſß, and might ſoon have ended in a Revolt, 

had not his Death prevented it; for on the ſixteenth Day 

Haveld dies. Of April, King Harold died, after he had reigned wick: 
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edly four Years, and as many Months, and was buried 


at Wincheſter. Selden mentions this one Law of his; 
that every Melſhman was to loſe his right Hand, that 
came over OV/a's Ditch without Leave. 


HARD E. CAN UTE. 


T PON the Death of Harold, the States of the 
Land, as well Eagliſb as Danes, ſend Meſlengers 


H. D. 1040, 
Hurde-Cu- 


unte ſuc- 


ceeds, and is to Brages, to intreat Harde-Canate to come and receive 
the Crown as his Right; upon which he haſtned to 
D dee. &to ſettle his Affairs, and with ſixty Ships and 
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many Soldiers, he arrived at Sandwich, and landed in 
the Month of Auguſt, being received with all De- 
monſtrations of Joy, admitted King, and crowned 
accordingly. Having thus obtained the Crown, he per- 
formed but little worthy of his Condition and Station, 
but made uſe of that Advantage, only to gratify his ex- 
orbitant Paſſions. He firſt cauſed Harold to be dug up, 
by Alfric, Archbiſhop of York, Earl Godwin, and others, 
his Head to be cut off, and his Body caſt into the Thames; 
afterwards he proceeded in carrying on his Revenge, a- 
gainſt all Harold's Friends. He deprived Living, Biſhop 
of Worceſter, whom afterwards for a good Sum he re- 
ſtored ; likewiſe Godw:z appeaſed him by a prodigious 
Preſent, viz. a Gally with a guilded Stern, wonderful- 
ly rig'd, and man'd with eighty choice Men, every one 
having upon each Arm a golden Bracelet weighing ſix- 
teen cn an Helmet and Croſlet finely gilt, a Da- 
& 2: Scymetar adorned with Silver and Gold hung on 
his left Shoulder, in his left Hand a Shield, with gilt 
. © Boſsand Nails, and in his right Hand a Lance; and be- 
ſides this uncommon Preſent, he was obliged to ſwear, 
that Prince Alfred loſt not his Eyes by his Advice or 
& Counſel, but by the command of King Harold; which 
# Oath was alſo taken by moſt of the Nobility in the 
Land. And now, he, like others before him, began to 
ta very improper Methods to gain the Affection of 
bis People; for he laid ſo extravagant a Tax on them, An exorbi- 
that it was almoſt impoſſible for them to pay it; they tant Tax. 
$ were to pay eight Marks for every Rower in his Navy, 
and twelve to every Officer; and this Tax he levied 
with all Rigor, inſomuch, that two of his Officers go- 
ing to Worceſter, were ſlain by the People. The King 
incenſed at this, ſent his Forces to deſtroy the People, 
burn the City, and lay waſte all the Country. This fo 
| terrified the poor People, that they all fled to the moſt 
remote Parts, and the Citizens to a ſimall Iſland in the 
# Severy, called Beveregge, which they fortified, and va- 
@ lantly defended, till Peace was granted them, and free 
Liberty to return Home, but they found their City plun- 
dred and burnt. From this Time, Harde-Canute began Wirceſerſhive 
to ſhew a better Temper; and ſhortly after, he gave a laid wafte. 
kind Entertainment to his Brother Edward, the Son of 
King Ethelred and Emma, who now returned Home, 
after a tedious Exile in Normandy; and he married his 
Siller Gunilda, to Henry the German Emperor. He 
H 3 was 
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was much given to Rioting and Drunkenneſs, and az 
he lived ſo he died; for at Lambeth, at a Nuptial Eu- 
tertainment, in the — of his Jollity, carouſing with 
the Bride, and ſome of the Company, he ſuddenly fell 

His Dezth, down ſpeechleſs, and died on the eighth Day of June, 
in the Flower of his Age, after a ſhort Reign of two 
Years, and almoſt two Months. Upon this, the in- 
ſulted and oppretied Engl; found means to throw off 
the Daniſh Yoke, by ſlaying and baniſhing the moſt in- 
ſolent and powertul of that Nation; Harde - Canuute d). 
ing without Iflue, and Dexwmark being then embarralled 
with Troubles. With him expired not only the Domi. 
nion, but in Effect, all Attempts or Invaſions of the 
Danes in England, which tho' they had been continued, 


K 


and often renewed with mighty Numbers, for two hun- 


dred and fifty Vears ſrom their firſt Invaſion, left no con- 
ſiderable Change of Laws, Cuſtoms, Language, or Re- 
ligion, nor other Traces of their Eſtabliſnment, beſides 
the many Caſtles they built, and the many Families they 
left behind them, who in a few Years came to incor- 

orate, and make a Part of the Exgliſh Nation, without 
Dittiodion. 
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SECT. VII. 

The Monarchy of the Engliſh Saxons reſts 
red; from the Death of Harde-Canute to 
the Death of Harold, the laſt King of the 


Engliſh Race, and an End put to the Saxon 
Empire, by William Duke of Normandy. 


E vwarD Zhe Confeſſor. 


. D. 1042. F E Nation being thus happily delivered from the 
| Daniſh Yoke, began now to conſult for a Succeſ- 
ſor ; they immediately caſt their Eyes on Edward, the 

Son of Zzhelred, by Queen Emma, who entirely calt 

himſelf upon the Council and Fidelity of Earl Godwin, 

and begged his Aſſiſtance, towards his ſafe Return into 
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Normandy ; but Godwin gave him this unexpected An- 
ſwer : That he had better live gloriouſly a King in Eng- 
land, than to die an Exile; that the Crown did of Right 
belong to him, as the Son of Erhelred, and Grandſon 
of Edgar; and that if he would advance his Sons, and 


marry his Daughter, he ſhould foon ſee himfelf a King. 


This Prinee's Circumſtances were ſuch, that he could 
not eaſily reje&t ſuch fair Propoſals, but agreed with 
every Thing, and confirmed all upon Oath. Upon this, 
a Council was ſummoned ar Gillingham, where Godwin 
perſuading ſome by his Authority, and ſome by Promi- 
ſes, and others being already inclined to favour Ed- 
ward's Cauſe, they had a great Majority for him. Ac- 


103 


Godwin a 
Friend to 
ard, 


cordingly on the third Day of April, he was crowned at By whoſe 


Wincheſter, by the two Archbiſhops, Edſi of Canter- 


Intereſt he is 
crowned K. 


bury, and Alfric of Yori, aſſiſted by many other Prelates, of Eagiand, 


of whom, Living of Worceſter contributed much to the 
completing of this Defign. Thus was the Monarchy 
of England reſtore to the Eugliſg Royal Blood, and 
the People ſo unexpectedly delivered from the Daniſh 
3 that they were without Meaſure tranſported 
with Joy. | 

Edward was now near forty Years of Age, of a 


: ſoft and complying Temper, and being Earl Codwin's 
Creature, he conformed himſelf wholly to his Dictates 


and Advice. 


The firſt Thing he prompted him to, was 


© to ſeize on the Treaſure of his Mother Emma, then at seines on his 


. Wincheſter ; the Cauſe alledged was 


that Che had been Mother's 


& unkind to him in the Time of his Exile, and greateſt wen. 


Neceſſities. Then he got him to marry his Daug 


# cations, was not unworthy of a Crown. 


Egitha, who for her admirable Perfections and Qu 
She was 


elteemed moſt beautiful, moiſt chaſt, and virtuous ; ſhe 


was noted for her Humility and Learning, having no- 
thing of the Inſolence of her Father and Brother, but 
mild, modeſt, faithful, and obliging, never doing any 


kind of ill Offices, ſo that it became a Proverb, That 


as a Thorn produces a Roſe, ſo Godwin begot Egitha. 
| The next Step King Edward took for his Security, was 4. P. ict. 
to baniſh all eminent Perſons of the Dauiſh Blood; this — 3 
was Gunilda's, Siſter of King Canute, and her two Sons Nobility. 


Hemming and Turkill's Fate, together with many others 
of the Daniſh Nobility. But while he was thus endea- 
vouring to prevent Storms at Home, he was threatned 
with a Tempeſt from the Northern World, where 
H 4 Magnus, 
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1951. 


the Tax cal- 


He takes *mine and Poverty, took off the Tax called Danereld, 
led Danegeld, Which had lain heavy upon them for thirty eight Ye 


them. 
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Maguns, the Son of Olans, King of Norway, prepared 
to invade England. King Edward to ſecure himſelf, 
fitted out a ſtrong Fleet, which lay in Sandwich Road, 
to obſerve Maguus's Motions, who was diverted by 
Swane King of Deamark, making an Invaſion on Nor. 
way. This ſo enraged Magnus, that the following Year, 
he entred 3 expelled King Swane, and made 
himſelf Lord of the whole Country. Upon which, 
Swane intreats King Edward's Aſſiſtance, but obtained 
it not, King Edward remaining Neuter; which ſo en- 
gaged Magnus, that he made no farther Attempts on 
England; and Harold Harvager, his Uncle, as ſoon 
as he came to the Crown, entred into an Alliance with 
King Edward. . 

Ihe Emperor engaged King Edward in a War, againſt 
Baldwin, Earl of Flanders; his Part was to ſecure the 
Coalts, that Baldwin might not eſcape by Sea, which 
he did, until an Accommodation was agreed on between 
In the mean Time, Swane the Son of Earl God. 
win, who had left the Land for deflowring Eagitha Ab- 
beſs of Cheſter, came back from Denmark with eight 
Ships, pretending a Deſire to be reconciled to the King. 
Beorz undertook to make his Peace, but Swane forced 
him on Board his Ships, carried him ta Dartmouth, mur- 
thered him, and threw himintoa Ditch. At his Return, 
the Inhabitants of Haſtings took fix of Swane's Ships, 
killed all their Crews, and brought the Ships to Sand- 
wich to the King. Swane with the other two fled into 
Flanders, where he continued, till Aldred, Biſhop of 
Worceſter, brought him back, and procured his Recon- 
ciliation. About this Time, Hod Clap, a baniſhed Man, 
infeſted the Coaſts of Efex, with twenty nine Ships, 
two of which were taken, and the Men put to the 
Sword. Thus the Exgliſh were again put in Mind of the 
Daniſh Cruelties, and the Remembrance of the Iriſb 
Devaſtations was revived, on the other Side of the Iſſe; 
for they entred the Mouth of the Severn, with thirty fix 
Ships, and did much Damage. 

he King now to telieve his People oppreſs'd with Fa- 


ars. 
But as this Effect of his Indulgence to them tended much 
to their Eaſe and Conveniency, ſo other Acts of his 
Kindneſs to Strangers, this very Year, proved of danger- 
ous Conſequence to the whole Nation ; for as * 
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Earl of Boloign, was returning from Court, to take A great Di- 
Shipping at Dover; at Canterbury, one of his Harbingers ſturbance. 
was lo rude with a Townſman in ſeeking for Lodgings, 
that in-the Heat of Anger, he provoked him to kill him. 
Upon this, Euſtace, with his Retinue, entred the Houſe, 
and flew the Murderer with eighteen more; the Inhabi- 
tants took Arms, fell on him and his Followers, killed 
twenty one of them, and wounded almoſt all the reſt, 
Enſtace eſcaping with much Difficulty. Ezſtace poſts 
back to the King, and being ſeconded by ſome other 
Norman Lords, prevailed on him ſo, that he ordered 
Earl Godwin to march to Canterbury, and punifh the 
Citizens with military Execution. Godwin alledged, 
that no Man was to be condemned unheard, and ſo re- 
fuſed to obey the King's Commands. Edward diſplea- 
ſed at his Behaviour, called an Aſſembly of all the No- 
bility at Gloceſter ; moſt repaired thither, but Godwin 
and his Sons appeared not, but immediately took to 
Arms, and raiſed Forces out of their particular Govern- 
ment, and took up their Quarters at Beverſtan. Edward 
ſent to Leofric, Earl of Mercia, and Syward of Nor- 
tbumberland, to come and affiſt him in this Extremity. 
In the mean. Time, Godwin proceeded into Gloceſter- 
faire, and encamped at a Place called Langzreo, from 
whence he ſent to the King, and demanded the Delivery 
of Exſtace, and the other Norman Lords ; upon the Re- 
fuſal denouncing War. . The King bravely refuſed ; 
but Leofric, and the wiſer Sort, ſenſible of the Miſeries 
of a Civil War, perſuaded the King to come to a Treaty. 
Upon this, Hoſtages were exchanged on both Sides, and 
the Matter was referred to a farther Debate, to be held at 
London. The King marched with his Forces to Lon- 
don, and Godwin to Southwark, The grand Council, by 
Way of Satisfaction to the King, ordered Godwin with 
his Son Harold, to appear before them unarmed, and 
with but twelve Attendants, and to deliver up all their 
Forces into the Hands of the King. Godwin refuſed 
Compliance; upon which an Edi& was publiſhed, that 
Godwiz and his Sons ſhould quit the Land within five 
Days. His Soldiers dreading the Conſequence, aban- 
doned him, which obliged him to depart, with his Wife, 
and three Sons, viz. Sware, Gytha, and Toſti; theſe re- 
tired to Flanders. Harold and Leofwin went to Briſtol, 
and failed for Ireland; and the King to complete his. 
Revenge, 8 Eg1tha his Queen of all her * 
| e Ale 
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and Treaſure, and committed her to the Nunnery of Ware :! 
well, there to be kept in Cuſtody by the Abbeſs his Siſter. } cheſt 
About this Time, William Duke of Normandy, with 
Duke of a great Number of Followers, came into Eugland, to 
Somme vilit King Edward, who received him and his Retinge, 
—_—_ with all the Reſpe& and Magnificence imaginable, made 
him rich Preſents, and imprudeutly ſhewed the whole 

Strength of the Nation, the chief Caſtles and Forts that 

were afterwards to be their own. 

Grifiz the Welſh King, entred Herefordſhire, and laid 


1072. 

Farther Di- q great Part of it waſte, and returned Home with much 
— Spoil. And not long after, Goduin's two Sons, Harold and his J 
Leofwin, entred the Severn, landed in Somerſet, and three 
plundred many Villages in that County, and in Dore, His f 
and returned to their Ships with much Booty. Godwis Trad 
with his other Sons landing in Kent, firſt ingaged the killed 
Inhabitants of Canterbury, who owned him as a Suf- contc 
ferer for their Sakes; then thoſe of Safex, Eſſex, Sar whicl 
„and all the Seamen of Haſtingt, and others, who Leofr 
— — they would live and die with him. Godwin paſ Ih 
ſed to the Iſle of Wight and coaſted about, till he was thums 
joined by his Sons, Harold and Leofwin. Upon this, ſtrong 
they ſailed for the Thames, entred it, and palled up to Coun 
Southwark. The Loxdoners favoured his Deſigns. This colin | 
| put the King and Nobility into very great Confuſion, had g 
| and they made all the Preparations they could ; the did nc 
| Fleets and Armies prepared on both Sides for Battel: ing Y 
But the Soldiers on both Sides declared, that they were the Ki 
unwilling to fight, Eugliſb againſt Engliſh, which gave the Er 
| the wiſer Sort an Opportunity to mediate a Peace; the Sc 
| which concluded, both Armies disband. Earl Godwin, _ 


and his Wife, and Sons, were reſtored to their former | 
Honours and Eſtates, and Queen Egitba to her former d of 
Dignity. Right and Juſtice was now promiſed to all 
Men; and ſuch Normans as had abuſed the King's Au- land, | 
thority, and given him ill Council, were baniſhed the he fail 


Land. In this, very Year, on St. Thomas's Night, hap- him to 
pened 1o violent a Tempeſt, that it overturned many 2 
Churches and Houſes, and broke and tore up by the Roots, — ＋ 


vaſt Numbers of Trees. 
bw The next Year, Rees the Brother of Griffin, King of I guct x 
South Hales, was taken Priſoner, and put to Death, by ed N 
the King's Command, at a Place called Balendum, and 
his Head ſent to Gloceſter to the King. At Eaſter in 
the ſame Year, the King celebrating that Feaſt at / in- 
| | cheſter, 


n 


wat 


The Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 


cheſter, Earl Godwin fitting at a Table with the King, 
there was mention made of A/{fred the King's late Bro- 


ther upon which, the King gave Coduun an angr 
Look; at which Godwin replied, * That he perceived, 


that upon every Mention made of that Prince, he caſt 


« a frowning Countenance upon him: But, added he, 
et not God ſuffer me to ſwallow this Morſel, if I 
© am guilty of any Thing done, either towards thetaking 
© away his Life, or againſt your Intereſt. After which 
Words, he was choaked, with the Bit he had juſt put in 


his Mouth, ſunk down, and died immediately. His Earl Cfd 
three Sons, Harold, Toſti, and Eyrth, were preſent. dies. 


His firſt Wife was Siſter of King Canute, who made a 
Trade of ſelling handſom Boys and Girls; ſhe was 
killed by Thunder. His Earldom of Weſ#-Sex, was 
confer'd on his Son Harold, and the Earldom of Eſſex, 
which Harold had before, was given to Algar the Son of 
Leofric, Earl of Mercia. 


The next Year, King Edward ſent the Earl of Nor- 104. 


and a The! 
Forces a- 


5 gainſt the K. 
Country, whom he defeated and expelled, making Mal- of Sceland. 


thumberland, with a powerful Body of Horſe, 
ſtrong Fleet into Scotland againſt Macbeth, King of that 


colm King in his ſtead, according to the Orders the Kin 


had given him. But Syward Earl of Northumberland, 
did not long ſurvive this Victory, for dying the follow- 
ing Year, he was buried at York. At the ſame Time, 


his own. 


the King ſent Alared Biſhop of Worceſter, to treat with 
the Emperor of Germany, about his Couſin Edward, 
the Son of Edmund Ironſide ; who he defired might be 
ſent into England, to ſucceed him, he having no Iſſue of 

About this Time, Earl Algar being convict- 


ed of Treaſon, was by the Advice of an Aſſembly held 


at London, baniſhed the Kingdom. He went into Ire- 
land, got together eighteen Piratical Veſſels, with them 


| he fails to Griffin, King of the Welſb, and oy got 
ri 


him to aſſiſt him 


againſt his Lord King Edward. 


| raiſed all the Forces he could, joined Alger and invaded 


Herefordſhire ; againſt whom, Rodulf the King's Ne- 


| phew made Head ; but having neither Courage nor Con- 


duct was ſoon put to flight, leaving behind him five hun- 
dred Men flain on the Spot. Greffiz and Algar ſwelled 
with this Succeſs, entred Hereford, killed many of the 
Canons, and many Inhabitants, plundred and burnt the 
City, and carried off many Priſoners, and a valt Booty. 


The King ſent Harold againſt them, knowing him » 


tos 


They ſent to defire a 


£557. 


£060. 

K. of Scots 
comes itito 
England, 


engaged to pay whatever the 
paid to the former Kings of England; at which Cara- 
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be a Man of Courage, and well skilled in the Art of 
War, who fortified Hereford; during which Time, the 
two Commanders thought it beſt to procure a Peace, 
| eeting at a Place called By. 
ligeſleage, where a firm Peace and Amity was conclu- 
ded. lu purſuance of which, Algar ſent away his 
Ships, and went himſelf to the King, who reſtored him 
to his former Command. But Griſin the next Year 
broke the Peace, by ſetting upon Leaſgar Biſhop of 
Hereford, whom he flew, together with his Clerks, and 
many others. 

In the following Year, according to the King's Re- 
queſt, Edward, Son of King Edmund Ironſide, came 
into England, but died at London not long after, and 
was buried at St. Paul's Church, leaving behind him one 
Son, named Edgar Etheling, and two Daughters, Mar 
garet and Chriſtiana. 

Malcolm King of the Scots came into Exgland, to give 
King Edward a Viſit, and contracted ſo great a Friend- 
ſhip with Toſti, who brought him on his way, that they 
became ſworn Brethren, to to what Effed, the Event 
ſhewed within two Years. For Toſti going to Rome, 
Malcolm took the Opportunity, entred his Territories, 
and waſted and plundred many Places in the North; 
and at the ſame Time, Griſſia harraſſed the Weſt, againſt 
whom Harold was ſent with a Party of Horſe. Grin 
got Intelligence of his March, and very narrowly eſca- 
ped, but was obliged toforſake moſt of his Ships, which 
Harold burnt. About Rogation-Week, Harold ſailed from 
Britain, encompaſſed Wales, joined his Brother Toſts, 
who commanded the Horſe, and did ſuch Damage to 
the Country, that the Britains yielded themſelves up to 
him, gave Hoſtages, and renounced their King Griffin, 
who at preſent eſcaped, but was taken the following 
Year, and beheaded by Grefiz, King of North Wales, 
who feat his Head and the Head of his Ship to King 
Edward, beſtowed Griffin's Dominions upon his two 
Brothers, Blechgent and Ritbwalan, who ſwore Allegi- 
ance to him, to obey him both by Sea and Land, and 
Country had heretofore 


doc, the Son of Griffz, was enraged, to ſee his Inheri- 
tance thus made over to his Uncles. Therefore to re- 


venge himſelf, he with a Party came ſuddenly upon the 


Artiticers, who were erecting a Houſe for Harold — 
the 
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the Severn, ſlew them, and carried off the Materials, 
having demoliſhed the Houſe. Harold was no ſooner 
diſappointed in theſe Parts, but there was a dreadful 
Conſpiracy formed againſt his Brother Teſti in the North, 
occaſioned by an Officer named —_—_— with whom | 
having a Conteſt, his Siſter Queen Egitha, cauſed him to | 
be ſlain at Court, Gſopazrick's Friends eſpouſed his Cauſe, 
upon which two of them, named Ganiel and Alf, were 
treacherouſly drawn in and murthered in Toſti's Chamber. | 
Theſe Actions, with the intolerable ExaQtions on the ...... Di- 
Country, fo incenſed the Inhabitants, that three or four ſturbances. 
of the Principal, with four hundred armed Men, en- 
tred York, and flew ſome hundreds of Teſti's Atten- 
dants, and then they plundred his Treaſury and departed; 
of which Toſti complains to the King, and his Brother 
Harold is appointed to accommodate this difficult Af- 
fair; and as they were Join into the North for that 
End, they were met at Northampton by the whole Coun- 
try, and afterwards at Oxford, who oppoſed Toſt:'s De: 
ſigns; declaring, * That they were free Men born, and as 
freely educated, that they would not endure the Inſo- 
© lence of that Earl, for they had learned from their Anceſ- 
tors, to chuſe either Death or Liberty. In this Reſolution. 
they continued ſo ſtedfaſt, that in a ſhort Time, they procu- 
red Toſti and his Miniſters to be all baniſhed; and at 
their Requeſt, Morchar, the Son of Algar, was created 
Earl of Northumberland. As ſoon as Tofti was driven 
out by the King's Authority, Harold was driven away 
by the very Winds and Seas. Being at his Country \ 
Seat at Boſenham in Suſſex, he with ſome of his Re- 
tinue, went on Board a Fiſher's Boat to recreate them- 
ſelves on the Sea, but failing farther than they deſigned, 
they were by a Storm drove to the Coaſt of Normandy, 
Where they were obliged to land in the Territories of 
the Earl of Pouthieu, and the Inhabitants ſeized and 
laid them in Irons. Harold upon this, ſent a Meſſenger 
to William Duke of Normandy, to acquaint him, that 
he was come over on Buſineſs of the greateſt Import- 
ance, but was detained Priſoner by Guido Earl of Pon- 
bien; upon which, he was immediately ſet at Liberty, 
and conducted to his Court, where the Duke enter- . 
tained him very honourably, and invited him into Little 
Britain, where at that Time the Norman Duke made 
War. Ilarold by his Wit and Valour, ſo well recom- 
mended. himſelf to the Duke, that he was bighly G's: 
* y 
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by him; and that he might alſo the more endear him. 


ſelf, he ſwore to deliver up the Cattle of Dover to him, 


Oath to the at King Edward's Death, and procure him to ſucceed in 


Duke of 
Normandy. 


the Kingdom of Exgland; upon this the Duke's Daugh- 
ter was contracted to him, and he ſent Home with rich 
Preſents. This is the Subſtance of that Accident, what- 
ever was the Occaſion of his Promiſe and Ingagement 
with the Duke. The Time of Trial now drew ner, 
which was dreadful to him, and the Ezg/:;fo Saxon Na- 
tion. This was uſhered in by a Comet, which accord: 
ing to Ingulph, portended, that great Change of Govery- 
ment, that Slaughter of the People, and that 5 Ca- 
lamity, which ſhortly fell upon the Land. King EA. 
ward declining in Years and Strength, daily grew 
weaker, yet aſſiſted at the Dedication of St. Peter's 
Church in Weſtminſter, which he had founded, and by 
a Charter granted it many Immunities and Privileges; 
to which was annexed the firſt Great Seal uſed in Eng- 


KingEdzaraland. But on the fifth Day of January he departed this 
dies. 


Life, to the exceeding Grief of the miſerable People, 
and was buried in the ſaid Church with great Solemnity; 
having reigned from the Death of Harae-Cannte, twen- 
ty three Years, fix Months, and twenty ſeven Days, 
In this Prince, the Royal regnant Line of the Welt 
Saxon Kings, which from Cerdic the firſt of them, had 
Dominion in Britain five hundred and forty ſeven 
Years, received its Period. 


HAN OL 5». 


4. P. 1066, [ING Edward being dead, there laid Claim to the 


Crown, firſt Edgar Ezheling, the laſt King's elder 
Brother, next William Duke of ' Normandy, and then 
Harold, Earl Godwiny's Son; le was very popular, and 
the late King's chief Miniſter, a Man of Valour and 
Conduct, civil and obliging, and of ſuch Quglificati- 
ons as fitted him for a Crown; who by Reaton' of the 
Abſence of the other two, having all the Grandees at 
Court at his Beck, whom he had either obliged by his 


Harold is e- Kindneſs, or won by his Authority, was choſen by all 
lected King. the Princes of England, aſſumed the Title, and was 


crowned King on the ſame Day that King Edward was 
buried, and immediately proceeded to the Performance 
of many laudable Actions, He repealed many hard 


and antiquated Laws, and made others that were a 
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he became a Patron to Churches and Monaſteries, and 
| reſpected all Orders of the Clergy ; he was very oblig- 
ing to the Good, and diſcouraged the Vicious, com- 
manding his Officers to detect and puniſh all Thieves, 
Kobbers, and Diſturbers of the publick Peace, and made 
it his Buſineſs to defend his Country, both by Sea and 
Land. But both his own Fate, and that of the Nation, 
& was too urgent to permit him long to continue theſe 
Methods. On the twenty fourth of April a dreadful 
Comet appeared with great Luſtre, for ſeven Days, and 
© ſeen, as was reported, throughout the World, The firſt Eis Brocher 
= Miſchief believed to have been portended by it, was, F/*s At 
from Hareold's own Brother Toſti, who could not bear anf 
© his Brother's Exaltation, and was reſolved to endeavour 
bis Ruin; for which purpoſe, he ſailed from Flanders 
with ſome Ships to the Iſle of Might, where he extort- 
ed Money from the Inhabitants, and practiſed Piracy on 
the Coaſt, 'till he came to Sandwich Haven. Harold 
with a good Fleet, and a Party of Horſe, marched in 
E Perſon againſt him. Upon this, Toft taking all the Sea- 
men he could find with him, ſailed to the Coaſts of 
$ Lincolnſhire, where he burned many Villages, and kil- 
led many Men. But Edwin Earl of Mercia, and Mor- 
char Earl of Northamberiand, marched againſt him, and 
forced him to abandon the Country; from whence he 
© failed into Scotland to King Malcolm, where he con- 
tinued the whole Summer, In the mean Time, Ki 
Harold made great Preparations both by Sea and Long 
to prevent an Invaſion, from a more powerful Enemy 
than his Brother 72%; namely, the great William Duke 
of Normandy, who had ſent Meſſengers to him, to re- 
mind him of his Promiſe and Oath, and to require a 
Performance of what had been agreed between them. 
This Harold refuſed, urging, That what he promiſed 
was in Captivity, and could not be called his'own AR, 
| lince it was extorted by Neceſſity. To theſe Reaſons, 
Harold thinking himſelf ſufficiently powerful, added 
Contempt, and fent away William's Ambaſſadors on 
lame and maimed Horſes. Upon this Duke Willlam, 
to revenge the Affront, made great Preparations for an 
Invaſion, Harold, having expected him all the Summer, 
at length concluded, that he had put off his Deſign until the 
next Spring ; he removed his Forces from the South, and 
marched them towards the North, where he was called 
by a new Storm, that threatned him from thoſe 22 

780 Or 
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For his Brother Toſti having joined with Harold Ha. 
verger King of Norway, failed into the Humber, and then 
into the Owſe; they landed at Krekale, marched to Neri, 
and took it by Storm. Before Harold could arrive in 
theſe Parts, Edwin and Morchar marched againſt Toſt;, 
and on the twentieth Day of Seprember, engaged him, 
but loſt the Day; upon which, the Norwegians received 
from the Inhabitants of York five hundred Hoſtages, and 
leaving a hundred and fifty of their own, returned to 
- their Ships. Five Days after this unfortunate Battel, 
King Harold arrived at ork, from whence marching to 
a Place, upon this Occaſion ſince called Battel-Briage, 
he engaged their whole Forces, in which Action, both 
Toſti and Harold — were ſlain, and the Exglfþ 
obtained a complete Victory; and in the Enemy's Camp 
there was found a prodigious Quantity of Gold, which 
King Harold impolitickly took to his own Uſe ; which 
ſo diſobliged the Soldiers, that they began to renounce 
his Intereſt, and repented of their former Services. This 
diſcontent of the Army, proved afterwards of dangetr- 

ous Conſequence to him. 
Duke Witi= King Harold in the midſt of his publick Rejoic- 
enn lands at ings at York, upon the Account of his late Succeſs, 
Haig. received the melancholy News, that William Duke 
of Normandy was landed with a very numerous and 
well diſciplin'd Army; the Place where they land- 
ed, was at, or near Haſtings, on the Coaſts of Sf 
ſex, The Duke, as he was going a-ſhore, accidentally 
{lip'd and tumbled to the Ground, which a Soldier ob- 
ſerving, he immediately turned it to a good Omen, and 
cried out aloud, That he had already taken Poſſeſſion of 
England. William commanded his Army not to plun- 
der or commit any Outrages, but that they ought to 
ſpare thoſe Things, which would ſhortly be their own. 
For fifteen Days he continued with his Army in a quiet 
and peaceable manner, expecting the Event of his Claim, 
and building a Fort to have Recourſe to in caſe of Ex- 
tremity ; for he had ordered his whole Fleet, conſiſling 
of nearathouſand Ships, to be burnt, that his Men might 
think of nothing but Death or Conqueſt; a Reſolution 
deſperately brave! Having taken theſe Precautions, he 
ubliſhed his Pretences againſt King Harold, and the 
Reaſons of his Invaſion. Fr/t, That he came to te- 
venge the Death of Prince Alfred his Couſin, who had 
been formerly murthered by the Means of Earl God uin. 
Secoudly, That he might reſtore Archbiſhop Robert, = 
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Odi, and the reſt of the Normans, unjuſtly baniſhed in 
the late Reign. And Thirdly, That Harold had con- 
trary to his Oath, poſſeſſed himſelf of England, which 
as well by right of Conſanguinity, as by that of a dou- 
ble Promiſe, ought to be his. Never was any Invaſion 
attended with more fortunate Hits and Circumſtances, 


than Duke William's; for Harold and his Forces were 


abſent, and in the North, and were much weakned in 


two bloody Encounters; having loſt moſt of their 
E commanding Officers, and the Flower of the Soldiery, 
and the reſt highly diſguſted with him, for depriving 
them of their part of the Spoils; ſo that he was juſt 
@ ripened for Ruin, when the News of the Duke's. Deſ- 
cent reached him at Vr; at which he was ſo confound- 
ed and 8 that he knew not how to act in ſo 


critical a Juncture; and inſtead of Deliberation, and 
mature Conſultation, neceſſary to prevent the Storm, 


be haſted to London, where he would not ſtay to levy 
Forces, nor tarry for ſuch Supplies as were on the Road 


to join him, but hurried into Saſſex, with a Reſolution 
to engage the Enemy, before one third Part of his own 


Army could well be put in Order. Vet he ſent ſome 


Spies to ſurvey the Numbers and Strength of the Nor- 
mans, who being diſcovered, Duke William with un- 
common Courteſie cauſed them to be ſhewn through all 
the Camp, and ſent them back with Rewards. At their 
Return they much applauded the Magnificence and Con- 
fidence of the Duke; and declared to Harold, That all 
the Army ſeemed to be Prieſts, becauſe they were cloſe 


| ſhaven, The King ſmiled at their Simplicity, and told 


them, That thoſe, whom they rook for Prieſts, were 
valiant Soldiers. Gyrth the King's Brother, adviſed 
him not to fight in Perſon, ſince he had given William 
his Oath ; but that himſelf and the reſt, who were un- 
der no Obligation by Oath, might juſtly fightin Defence 
of their Country and Liberty. Harold could not be 
prevailed on, but thought that a King's declining to 
meet Death at the Head of his Army, would be ſuch a 
Mark of Cowardice, as would blemiſh the Actions of 
all his Life; and being puſhed on by his unlucky Fate, 
he haſtily ſent back the Monk, who, from the Duke, 
brought him theſe Propoſals, That either he ſhould re- 
ſen his Kingdom, or hold it of him, or elſe try the 
Jaltice of their Cauſe, in ſight of both Armies, by ſingle 
Combat, or ſubmit to the Determination of the Apoli - 
Vol. I. I lick 
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ſpent the Night in 


lick See. Harold replied, That God, and the Sword of th 
Nation ſhould decide the Controverſy ; upon which, both 
Parties prepare to engage the next Morning. The Exglib 

Meth, the Normans in Devotion. 


Burtel of The Day being come, which was to decide the . Cano 


Haſtings. Fate of the Nation, the Engliſh were drawn up in 2 
cloſe Body, armed with Battel-Axes and Shields. The 
King and his Brother ſtood on Foot by the Royal Stan- 
dard, that the Danger being common, none might think | 
of flying. The Normaxs put their Foot in the Fron 
moſt of them Archers, their Horſe flanking them on 
each Hand; and then the Duke declared, That his Cauſe 
was jult, and that God would reſpect it accordingly ; and 
when his Armour was brought him, he put on his Croſ- 
let the wrong way ; upon which he pleaſantly cried ou, 

Ind my Dukedom is changed into a Kingdom. And a 
the Head of his Army, he put the Soldiers in mind, oi 

the Valour and Renown of their Anceſtors, and af 

the Succeſs and good Fortune of his own Arms, and 

concluded with Confidence of Victory, from the Guil 

and Perjury of the preſent U ſurper of the Crown. Up 

on this, the Normans began with the famous Song of 

Rowland, and 1 divine Aſſiſtance, they advan- 

ueliſh, who were as ready to mes 

them, though the Ground they ſtood on was (trait and 

inconvenient. The Fight began with great Fury, Or 

der, and equal Bravery on both Sides; at firſt the E. 

liſb were ſeverely gauled by the Norman long Bows, 
but when they came to cloſe Fight, the Exgliſp with 

their Bills made a dreadful Slaughter of the 

and they kept themſelves united and in ſach Order, 

that all the Attempts of the Duke with his Horſeto 

break them, were ineffectual, until he feigned a ſudden 

Flight: Upon which, the Exgliſß eager to perſue, di- 

ſolved their Ranks, which otherwife had been impene- 

trable. Upon this, the Normans rallied, and fell onthe 

broken Ezgliſþ with freſh Fury, and drove them ton 

Aſcent ; yet in their flight they often rallied, and ſol 

their Lives at a dear Rate, The Battel continued ver 

bloody on both Sides, from nine in the Morning till i 

and dark, when Harold, after he had diſcharged all tht 
arts of a skilful Commander and valiant Soldier, wi 

Harold killed ſhot into the Head with an Arrow, and died. Hi 

Death turned the Scale, and cauſed the Eng liſb to de 
take themſelves to flight, With Harold fell his tuo 


ced againſt the 
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Brothers, Gyrth and Leofwin, with the greateſt part of 
the En 45 obility; ſo that Milliam remained a com- 

ete V, or, who generouſly gave Harold's Body to his 
Llother, which was buried at Maltham in a Church of 
Canons, founded by himſelf, after a ſhort but vigorous 
Reign of nine Months, one Week, and two Days. 
Thus ended the Empire of the Exgliſb Saxons in this 
Nation, who from their firſt Entrauce under Hengiſt 
and Horſa, had kept Poſſeſſion, and with ſome Inter- 
ruption, held Dominion for about ſix hundred and ſe- 
yenteen Years. 

And now notwithſtanding Harold was flain, and the 
—_— were vanquiſhed, yet William Duke of Nor- 
mandy was not in a Condition to have ſubdued the Na- 
tion (for his Army was very much weakned by this 
laſt Victory, having loſt a great many brave Officers, 
and a Multitude of his beſt Soldiers,) had not the Eng- 
li Nobility been divided into diverſe Factions, and ſuch 

nimoſities, that inſtead of making Preparation againſt 


their common Enemy, they became Enemies to one a- 
other, and. ſtrove for that Crown, which the Duke 
had already. got by the Point of his Sword; when a firm 


Union and a; wife Management, mult certainly have 


= a ſtop. to any farther Progreſs of William's Arms. 


hus thezEngl;fþ were the chief Forgers of their own 
Ruin; they were guilty of ſuch prodigious Miſcarri- 
ages, as if they were void of all manner of Reaſon, and 
which were the abſolute Effects of ſuch vicious Tempers, 


as infatuate Mens Minds, enervate the Power of their 
Souls, and render them abject, and ripe for Servitude. 


Such were the Eugliſh at this Time; and for ſome Years 
before the Arrival of the Normans ; Piety and good 
Literature were ſo unfaſhionable amongſt all Sorts and 
Orders of Men, that the Clergy could ſcarce read di- 
vine Service; and to underſtand Grammar was next to a 
Miracle. The Nobles and People were grown neg- 
leftive of Arms, and generally debauched with Luxury 
and Idleneſs; the Clergy ignorant and licentious; the 
Nobility given to Gluttony, Venery, and Oppreſſion, 
and the Commons to Drunkenneſs and Diſorder. 
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| The Reign of King William the Firſt, com. 


monly called the Conqueror. 


1 G thus run through the Reigns of our Saxon 
Monarchs, we are now arrived at a clearer proſ- 
pect of Affairs, being come to that memorable Period, 


when the State of Exgland received the greateſt Altera- 


tion in Laws, Language, Cuſtoms, Faſhions, and in 
molt things, except Religion, that ever did happen. 80 
that from theſe extraordinary Mutations, we are to be- 
gin with a new Account of England, now _ in 
Extent and Dominion abroad, more in State and Abi- 
lity at Home, and in a ſhort Time, more in Fame and 
Reputation in the World : And now we comets a new 
ſet of Kings, viz. the Normans, whoſe Race continues 
to this Day. The firſt of which was William Duke of 
Normandy, commonly called the Conqueror, whoſe 
Pedigree is thus traced. Roxl, a Commander of the 
Norwegians and Daxes, with a great Army, ſeekin 

where to plantthemſelves, entred the Seize, and ſack 

the Country as far as Rohan; then attempted Paris, and 
defeated the French ſeveral Times; ſo that in the end, 
Charles the Simple, then King of France, bought his 
Peace with an Alliance, and the Country of Nexſtria, 
which Roul called Normandy. From him deſcended fix 
Dukes of Normandy, in the Space of one hundred and 
twenty Years. Robert the laſt, after eight Years Reign, 
reſolves to viſit the Sepulchre. His Nobility endeavour 


| tociſiiade him, he being without Iſſue. The Duke de- 


clared, : That he had a Natural Son by one Arlotta 3 
Glover's Daughter, of whom he had great my þ 5 
ou 


1 „ 
"ee | 


1 0 * « 
£ 5 e P * 8 < 
1 c 


* " 
1 ** 8 - * £4 % - r 
+ * So * 1 FRY — 1 of 4 4 * * 
* 2 ——— 44 n n 
— — 
—— 
— — 
— 
— 
— 
. 


| 


JF | 
HA HT TAL 


| 


KING bar as CON 


ll 


b 1 Jout 


will I 
him fo 
did HC 
procee 
the you 
tunes, 

expoſe. 
neſs of 
Guardi 


which 


Conſta 
the anc 

This 
forty t 


Battel! 
who de 


he reſc 


© havin 
at Haſt 
* fled fol 
ted to 
London 


that h 


| Stigana 
with thi 
ing, thi 


and prc 
Earls a2 
the gen 
had hea 
that he 
then lai 
aud ma 
as Wall 
biſhop « 
gar Et) 
the Du 
Fealty 

London 


The Reign of K. WILLIAM I, 


I doubt not, ſaid he, but he is of my begetting: Him 
will I truſt in the Dutchy as my Heir, and I pray take 
him for your Lord; accordingly the Biſhops and Barons 
did Homage to him as Duke of Normandy. His Father 
proceeded in his Pilgrimage, and died Abroad, leaving 
the young Prince to be the Founder of his own For- 
tunes, rather than Heir to his Father's, which he found 
expoſed to all the Difficulties ariſing from the Tender- 
neſs of his Age, the Reproach of his Birth, a ſuſpected 
Guardian, a diſputed Title, and a diſtracted State; all 
* which he ſurmounted with a Courage, Bravery, and 
Conſtancy, as is not to be met with in many Hiſtories of 
the ancient Heroes. 

This was our King William the Firſt, who was about 
forty two Vears of Age, when he gained that deciſive 
* Battel near Haſtings; after which, like a wiſe General, 
* who deſigned to make the beſt Advantage of his Succeſs, 
he reſolved to leave no ſtrong Place behind him; ſo 
having left a ſufficient Gariſon in his new erected Fort 
at Haſtings, he marched to Dover, where Multitudes had 
* fled for Refuge, who at the Duke's Approach, ſubmit- 


ted to his Mercy; from whence he marched towards He' marches 
London, the Kentiſh Men having ſworn Fealty to him, o Lenden. 


that he might prevent the Attempts of Archbiſhop 
Kigand, and the Earls Edwin and Morchar, together 
with the Citizens of London, of ſetting up Edgar Ethel- 
ing, the true Heir for their King. He pitched his Camp 
near London; a few Companies ſallied out, which the 
Duke repulſed. And here began the Miſeries of Ez 

| land; for before this, the Duke deſigned to reduce the 
Engliſh to his Obedience by gentle Methods, but finding 
they made Head againſt him, he changed his Purpoſe, 
and proceeded with greater Severity. And tho” theſe 
Earls and many of the Nobility were againſt him, yet 
the generality of the Clergy were for him, becauſe they 
had heard that he was a great Friend to their Order, and 
that he would enlarge their Power and Revenues. He 
then laid all the Buildings South of the Thames in Aſhes, 
and march'd up the River, deſtroying the Country as far 


as Wallingford in Berkſhire. pon this, Aldred, Arch- The Nobili- 
biſhop of York, Wulſtan Biſhop of Worceſter, with Ed. iy ſubmit. 


gar Etheling himſelf, and other Noblemen, repair to 
the Duke at Berkhamſtead in Hertfordſhire, and ſwear 
Fealty to him. About Chriſtmas, he marches towards 
London, and was met by all the chief Men of the City; 

TY who, 
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who, with the Biſhops and Nobility, requeſted him to 


And offer accept of the Crown, for they were ready to acknow- 
William the Jedge him for their Sovereign. Thus all Parties ſtrove 


Crown. 


to intrude themſelves into Servitude. On Chriſtma;- 
Day he was crowned, by the Archbiſhop of York, in 
the Abby Church at Meſtminſter, having demanded of 
all the Eugliſh preſent, whether they did Conſent to 
have the Duke crowned King; the Normans were asked 
the ſame Queſtion, by the Biſhop of Conſtance, to which 
both Eugliſb and Normans unanimouſly gave their Con- 


His Corona- ſents. At the high Altar the King ſwore, That he would 
tion Cath. protect the Church and its Governors; that he would 


| bited all Murthers, Robberies and Tumults. 


govern all the People ſubject to him, prudently and 
juitly; that he would ordain and keep jult Laws; that 
he would treat all his Subjects, as well Eug liſb as Nor- 
mans, mercifully. 

William being thus eſtabliſhed upon the Throne, he 
began to perform all things worthy a King; particular- 
ly, whilſt he ſtaid at London, every Act ot his Admini- 
ſtration was juſt, wife, and merciful; ſome of which 
tended to the particular Honour and Advantage of that 
City, while others proved highly advantagious to the 
whole Nation; andin all other Matters, he chiefly aim- 
ed at the good of the Church and the Kingdom. He 
enjoined his great Men to obſerve Equity in all their 
Actions, not to oppreſs thoſe who had ſubmitted them- 
ſelves; and next he reſtrained the common Soldiers by 
ſevere Edicts, from violating the Chaſtity of Women, 
from frequenting infamous No" and ſtrictly prohi- 
Andnow 
having begun to build a Fortreſs at Landon, he retired to 
a Place called Barking, itill it could be finiſhed. Du- 
ring his Stay at Baring, the Earls Edwin and Morchar, 


All ſubmit, came and ſubmitted themſelves to him, whoſe Exam- 


ple was followed by a great many Nobles. He took 
their voluntary Oaths of Fidelity, received them into 
Favour, and reſtored to them their forfeited Eſtates. 
After this, he made a Progreſs into diverſe Parts of the 
Kingdom, in all Places ordering ſuch Things as were 
very advantagious to his People; and now wherever 


he travelled, he found none to oppoſe him, all willing: 


ly ſubmitting themſelves to him; and for his better de. 
curity, he placed Normaz Gariſons in Wincheſter, and 
Dover, and many other Places; and that the Memory 
of thatgreat Victory he obtained over King Harold, might 
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never be forgotten, he gave Orders for the building of 
that noble Monaſtery near Haſtings, called Battel-Abby, 
> which he endowed with great Privileges and Immunities. 
King William having thus happily ſettled the Nation, 
* reſolved to make a Journey into his own Country of 
* Normandy; and accordingly committed the Govern- 
ment of the Nation to his Brother Odo, Biſhop of 
Bayeux, and his Couſin William Fitz-OUsbern; and to 
prevent as much as poſſible, any Revolt during his Ab- 
© ſence, he took with him ſuch of the Nobility, as were 
© molt popular, moſt powerful, or moſt likely to make 
© Head againſt him; particularly Archbiſhop Srigand, the 
* two great Earls Edwin and Morchar, Earl Waltheof, 
with ſeveral others of the chief of the Nobility, and alſo 
* Edgar Etheling himſelf, and all his French Adventurers, 
whom he had well rewarded. With this noble Train he 
E failed for Normandy, where when he arrived, he was as no- 
© blyreceived : Here K. William paſſed all that Summer, and 
the beginning of the following Winter. While Normandy 
was thus happy with the King's Prefence, England was 
ſeverely oppreſſed by Odo and Fitz-Osbern in their Go- 
yernments, eſpecially thoſe in Kent, who took to Arms, 
and attempted to ſurpriſe Dover Caſtle, but failed. A- 
bout the ſame Time, Earic, with the Aſſiſtance of two 
Welſp Kings, ravaged ſeveral Parts of Herefordſhire. 
Theſe Tranſactions were ſufficient to haſten the King's 
return, who leaving the Government of Normandy to 
his Wife Matilda, and his Son Robert, came over in 
December, and being arrived in Exgland, his firſt Care 
was to ſatisfy thoſe who had aſſiſted him, and yet not to 
diſguſt the Engliſh, by whom he himſelf was now to 
ſubſiſt. Being arrived at London, he treated the Enghfo 
Biſhops and Nobility with much Subtlety and Officiouſ- 
neſs, granting them what they asked, and freely hearin 
them what they offered; but at the ſame Time watch : 
them more narrowly than before, and impoſed on the 4. P. 1068. 
Nation a ſevere Tax, called — which had been 14 
remitted by Edward the Confeſſor. In this ſame Year, crowned. 
Matilda the King's Wi as crowned and delivered Henry I. botn 
of a Son, name Henry, afterwards King of England. 
Upon the King's levying this unreaſonable Tax, the 
Archbiſhop of Pork, who before loved H”:Ilram as a Son, 
and honoured him as a King, took the Liberty to de- 
nounce a Curſe againſt him, and all his Progeny. This ſo 
ſtartled the King, that he ſent 3 to * — 

: | 4 reh- 
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Archbithop, but before they got to him, hedied of Grief, 

Exeter re- The City of Exeter by reaſon of theſe Impoſitions, 
bel refuſed to ſwear Fealty to the King; upon which, tho 
in the midſt of Miuter, he marched againſt it; upon 

whoſe Approach, the chief Citizens went out to meet him, 

begged: Peace, and gave ſuch Hoſtages as the King de- 
manded; but the Commonalty refuſed to deliver up the 

City. The King marched up to the Gates, and there 

put out the Eyes of one of the Hoſtages, and began the 

Attack; the Inhabitants, to prevent a Storm, implored 

It is reduc d. his Mercy, which was readily granted, and the City de- 
livered, in which the King built a Caſtle, and in it left a 

ſtrong Garifon ; and ſome Time after, the forfeited Eſtates 

were given to the Norman Commanders. The King 

having thus quelled the Rebellion in the Weſt, was a- 

larmed by a Diſturbance in the North, by means of Earl 

Edwin and Edwix, who after Promiſe of one of the King's Daugh- 
rear ters in Marriage, was diſappointed. This and ſome 
other Affronts, provoked him and his Brother Morchar 

to take up Arms; but the King by his Vigilance and wiſe 
Conduct, ſo diſcouraged the two Earls, that they beg- 

ged his Mercy, and. were received again into Favour, 

Upon which, the Inhabitants of Yor&delivered up the Keys 

of the City to the King, in wich he raiſed a Fortreſs, and 

man'd it with a ſtrong Gariſon; in his Return, he built 

Caſtles at Lincoln, Huntington, and Cambridge. Upon 

this, Archil of Northumberland, and Egelwin Biſhop of 
Durham, ſubmitted to the King, and Malcolm King of 


Scotlaud made Peace with him. But this continued not 
Fdrar Etbel-· long, for this very Year, Edgar Etheling, with divers 


2 the Nobility, being diſcontenred with the King's Fa- 


vours to Strangers, and Neglect of them, fled into Scor- 
land, and were honourably received by Malcolm, who 
married his Siſter Margaret. Theſe made ſome Com- 
motions in the North to recover their loſt Country; 
but it was too late, and all unſucceſsful Conſpiracies 
do greatly advance the Sovereignty, In the mean Time, 
King William uſed all Methods for his own Security; 
he diſarmed the Engliſh throughout the Kingdom, and 


commanded them to put out both Fire and Candle at 
eight of the Clock at Night, at which Hour, in ever) 
1own, City, and Village, he cauſed a Bell to be rung, 
called Conoreſeu, now Carfew. But notwithſtanding 
theſe Precautions, the Quiet of the Nation was diſturb- 
ed in diverſe Places: But by theſe petty Revolts, the 
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Normans took deeper Root, and the Eſtates of the 
Revolters pleaſed them, and their Places of Honour 
and Profit were given to the Norman Clergy and Lords. 


This Year, the diſcontented Exgh/b 


mans but one, to the Number of ſeven hundred. A- 
bout the ſame T ime, the fugitive Exgliſh, being aſſiſted 
by King Sware, arrived in the Humber, with two hun- 
dred and forty Sail of Ships well man'd, who were 
ſhortly after joined by Edgar Erheling, and all his Aſ- 
ſociates from Scotland. They marched againſt ork, but 
the Gariſon of Normans, to prevent their Approach, ſet 
Fire to the Suburbs, which communicated the Flames 
to the City, which was- entirely conſume 
with the Cathedral Church, the Monaſtery of St. Peter, 
and a famous Library; after which, the Eugliſb ſoon be- 
came Maſters of the Caſtle, and flew the Governor, 
and three thouſand Normans Then they retired well 
loaded with Plunder to their former Quarters. The 
King, upon receiving this ill News, threatned to extir- 
pate the Northambrians; but before he marched, he ſent 
the Queen into Normandy, and wiſely conſidering, that 
theſe Diſcontents of the Exgliſß, were occaſioned 
by his own Miſmanagement, and Partiality to the 
Normans ; to regain the Affections of the People, 


he began to ſhew a greater regard to the antient 


Saxon Laws, and to curbthe Infolence of the Normans ; 
and withal, recalled many of the Ezgl;fp Nobility from 
Baniſhment, and made a firm League with them. Ar- 
riving in Yorkſhire, he proceeded with great Severity, 
putting moſt of the People to the Sword, and laying 
the whole Couptry walte, *till he came to the Confe- 
cerates encamped near Nr#; he gave them Battel, and 


entirely routed them ; upon which, the City ſurrendred The Danes 
it ſelf tothe Conqueror. The King by Money and Pro- tel. 


miles, recovers the whole Country from the Danes, 
which had ſuffered much in this War. All the Towns 
between York and Durbam were entirely depopulated, 


and the Land laid uncultivated for nine Years, which The North 
occaſioned a great Famine in thoſe Parts, that the Peo- hid watte. 


ple were forced to feed on Dogs and Horſes, and even 

Man's Fleſh, to ſave themſelves from periſhing : Upon 

this, Edgar Etheling retired into Scotland for Shelter. 

King Wi 

tlons in the North, compelled the Exgliſb to _— to 
un 


in the North, 4. D. 1069. 
ſurpriſed Durham in the Night, and flew all the Woo. Tho Danes 


together 7rtburnts 


{liam having thus put an end to theſe Commo- A. O. 1070. 
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him by hard Uſage, Impriſonments of ſome and Ba- 
*niſhments of-others, giving moſt of the Earldoms, Ba- 
ronies, and Biſhopricks to the Norman Nobility and 
Clergy, and ſcarce permitted the Exgliſþ to enjoy any 
Place of Honour, Dominion, or Power; and he filled 
his own Coffers with the Plunder of the whole Nation; 
for he robbed all the Monalteries of the Gold and Silver, 
which the Exgliſp had hid there for Security, not ſpas 
ring their Shrines and Chalices. Theſe Proceedings ſo 
farenraged the Exgliſb, that they reſol: .d to throw off 
the Norman Yoak; accordingly they got together all the 
Forces they could, and once more ſet up Edgar Ethel: 
ing for their King; upon which King William became 
very uneaſy, fearing at laſt to loſe that Kingdom, which 
he had got with ſo much Blood. To prevent which, 
by the Advice of Archbiſhop Laxfranc, he began to 
deal more gently with the Exgl:/þ Nobility ; and propo- 
fing to them Terms. of Peace, they met the King at 
The King Berkhamſtead, where he ſwears upon the holy Evange- 
ſwears af K liſts, and the Relicks of the Church of St. Albaxs, that 
Eau he wouldobſerve the good, approved, and antient Laws 
of the Kingdom, which his Predeceſſors had ordained, 
particularly thoſe of King Edward; by which the Exg- 

liſo being ſatisfied, all return to their Habitations : But 

And breaks the King, contrary to his ſolemn Oath, now determined 
his Oath. to ruin thoſe ſeparately, whom he could not united oyer- 
come. This he performed by killing ſome, diſpoſſeſſing 

others, and out-lawing many more. This obliged Prince 

Eagar to fly into Scotland, and ſeveral of the Eugliß 
Nobility into Denmark and Norway, preferring any 

A.D. 1071. Place to the Norman Yoak. Edwin and Morchar te- 
Morchar and tire; the former in his Paſſage towards Scotland, was 
Don's Ile ofbetrayed by his own Men, and Nain. The latter fled to 
Eb. the Iſle of Ely, where he joined many others, who for- 
tify themſelves there; againſt whom the King, who ne. 

ver gave Time to Inſurrections, marched, and ſtopped 

up all the Paſſages on the Eaſt Side of the Iſland, aud 

on the Weſt he built a Bridge from the Continent to 

the Iſle, two Miles in length; this ſo terrified the 

And are re- Perſons in the Iſle, that they ſurrendred at Diſcretion. 
duced. The King caufed the Hands of many of the Soldiers to 
be cut off, and their Eyes to be put out, and Morcber 

and the Nobility were ſent into nauſeous Priſons. 

King William having finiſhed this Affair, reſolves to it 

vade Scotlayd, which Country had always been a = 
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Ba- ary for his Enemies; accordingly, he in Perſon enters 4. P. 1072. 
Ba- 1 2 great ArmyOwhich was tired with fatigue- dad. 


and ing Marches and Neceſſities; and Malcolm wiſely: 

any conſidering the Danger to which he was expoſed, 

tled made fair Overtures of Peace, to which King Wil- 

on; liam readily agreed', on Condition, that he ſhould 

ver, take an Oath of Fealty to him, and al! Offenders on both A Peace con- 
ſpa» Sides be pardoned. Herenpon, King Malcolm did dis duded. 
s io Homage to King William, in Memory of which Trea- 

off ty, a Croſs, with both the Kings Arms engraven on it, 

| the was erected on the Mountain Stanemore in Richmond- 

thel- ſhire, called the Royal Croſs. As in England by rea- 

ame ſon of the Conqueſt there had been a very great Change, 

hich ſo Scotland had its Share; for as at the Court of Eng land, 

ich, the French Faſhions and Language prevailed, fo alſo in 

n to Scotland, all Perſons at Court laboured to ſpeak the 

Opo- Engliſh, and followed their Faſhions, cauſed by __ 

8 4 Etheling's Preſence, to whom ſo many of the Exgliſb 

nge: did reſort. And about this Time, the Titles of Duke, 

that Earl, Baron, and Knight, began to be confered on Per- 

AWS fons in this Country. In this very Year in Eagland, by 

ined, WF the Pope's Order, a Synod was held concerniny the an- 

Eng: cient Diſpute, between the Archbiſhops of Cauterb 

Hat and York, about juriſdiction: The Synod decreediin fa- 

uned WF your of the former, which Decree was ſubſcribed by the 

. King, Queen, and chief of the Nation. 
fling No ſooner had King William ſettled his Affairs at wars with 
rince By Home, but he was-diſturbed Abroad; for the King of Fe. 
ih Face had invaded his Dominions about Normandy. 

a Upon which, the i without Delay, tranſported a 

te powerful Army into Normandy, and ſoon retook the 

* City of Mans, and the Province of Maine, which had 

ed to revolted. Here Edgar Etheling came to him out of 4. P. 1053. 
) for- Scotland, and was received. into Favour with all his Fol- 

0 De, lowers, and was allowed a Pound Weight of Silver for 

opped every Day's Expence; a rare Example of a prevailing 

? — Conqueror, ſhewed to the only Competitor of his 

N 


d the 
etion. 


Crown. This piece of Generoſity had ſo good an ef- 
ſect on Edgar, that he gratefully acknowledged it, by a 


peaceable Behaviour for ever after. Tho' the Kin 
ers (0 was ſo kind to great Men at Home, yet he woul 
ebe not be bullied by any Abroad, who pretended to any 
iſon Juriſdiction over him; for about this Time, Pope 
— Gregory demanded an Oath of Fealty from him for the 


tuar) 


Crown of England to be held of the Ronan See; al- 
+ ledging, 
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ledging, That the Royal Power, next under God, wa; 


to be ſubject to the Care and Government of the Apo. 


The King ſtolick Juriſdiction. Upon which, King William utter. 
denies the ly denied the Pope's Authority, and would pay him no 
cher. ſuch mean Submiſſion, forbiding all his Subjects to ac. 
knowledge any Man for Pope, but whom he had firſt 
allowed of, or receive any of his Letters, unleſs they had 
been firſt ſhewn to himſelf, 
A. D. 1074. The King being thus engaged Abroad, his Subjects 
A Couſpira- conſpire againſt him at Home, which was occaſioned 
mat by Ralph de Waker Earl of Norfolk and Suffolk, having 
married Emma the Daughter of Roger, Earl of Here. 
ford: They on the Wedding-day, being joined by many 
of the Eugliſb Nobility and Clergy, and Earl Walther, 
reſolved to call in the Danes, and prevent the King's Re- 
turn; which in all Probability had ſucceeded, had not 
: Odo's watchful Eye, which obſerved every Motion of 
the Exgliſh, ſpy'd the Deſign, and by the Help of the 
Biſhop of Worceſter and others, kept ſo ſtrict a Guard 
upon them, that they could never unite to perfect it. 
Which is The Conſpirators being thus diſcovered and diſappoint- 
Lppreſied. ed, they diſpers'd, Fits Auber was taken and executed, 
A. P. io. and fo was Waltheof, notwithſtanding he had made a 
full Diſcovery of the whole. . 
_ The Suppreſſion of the Plot at Home, did not free 
the King from great Apprehenſions from Abroad ; for 
many foreign Princes were great Encouragers of the 
Conſpirators. The King of Denmark ſent a Navy of 
two hundred Sail, under the Command of his Son Ca- 
uute, and others. Drone, King of Ireland, furniſhed 
Harold's Sons with fixty Ships; and Malcolm, and the 


Kings of Wales, were ready to lend their Aſſiſtance, had 


there been Occaſion ; but theſe were all diſappointed. 
Notwithſtanding which, the King was obliged to quit 
Normandy, and haſten into Exgland, to Nuell the Re- 
mains of the Rebellion in the Weſt. He ſoon put an end 
to all Tumults, uſing the Conſpirators with great Seve- 
The Engliſh rity, cutting off the Hands of ſome, putting out the 
opprelied. Eyes of others, hanging Multitudes, and it was a par- 
ticular Favour to be baniſhed only. The more power- 
ful of the Exgliſh, tho" they had not been in Arms, 
were firſt deprived of their Money, then of their Lands, 
and then many of their Lives. Hence Eugland be- 


_ the Habitation of Strangers; no native Original 
»gliſþ Man was permitted to enjoy even the very Ti- 
tle of Earl, Biſhop; or Abbot. Thus the Riches of 
: England 
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England Foreigners devoured, and fed upon its very 
Bowels. The King, by theſe ſevere Methods, having 
ſuppreſſed all Diſtarbances at Home, goes a third Time The King 
into Normandy, and laid Siege to the City of Dole, that be- goes into 
longed to the rebellious Earl Ralph; the Gatiſon made. 

2 gallant Defence, and obliged him at laft to raiſe the 


Siege, ſo that the King was forced to return again to Andreturns! 
England, and to paſs this and the next Year in Peace. 4 P. 1007. 


And now imagining, that all Conteſts, both Abroad and 

at Home were at an End, having ſubdued Wales, and 
made its Kings pay Homage to him, he was ſurpriſed 

with the News that his eldeſt Son Robert had laid Claim 

to the whole Dukedom of Normandy ; alledging, that 

his Father, in the Preſence of the King of France, had 
promiſed to make him Duke of Normandy, when he 

had conquered England. Accordingly, being aſſiſted by 

the French King, he invades the Country, burnt ſeveral 
Towns, and made great Devaſtations. The King hear- 

ing this, haſtes with his Forces into Normandy, deſign- 

ing to ſurpriſe his Son; but Robert having got Intelli-.4. D. 1079; 
gence of his coming, and being furniſhed - with two 
thouſand Men by the King of Fraxce, lay in Ambuſh, 

in the Way through which the wg was to pals, at- 
tacked him, and put his Army to is t, and in the Per- 

ſuit, he happened to encounter with the King his Fa- 
ther, unknown to him, and not only wounded him in 

the Arm with his Launce, but unhorſed him. Upon 

this, the King calling out for another Horſe, Robert 
knew his Voice, and diſcovered him to be his Father ; 

at which he haſtily allighted from his Horſe, took the 
wounded King in his Arms, begged his Pardon for his 
Offence, and mounted him on his own- Horſe, and 
brought him off with Safety from the Throng. In this 
Engagement, William Rufus the King's Son was alſo 
wounded. This uncommon Accident brought both 
Parties toan Accommodation, and a Peace being made, 

the King returned to England, and brought Robert with 

him, and employed him in the War againſt Scotland. Du- 

ring the Time of theſe Wars, the King, the better to ſecure 

the City of London, built the Tower of London. Gnndolph toys. 
Bihop of Rocheſter was made Surveyor of this Work, The Tower 
and Duke Robert about a Year after, founded another pf 
remarkable Caſtle upon the River Tine, at a ſmall Vil- 
lage called Monkceſter ; but from the building of this y,.c,c:: 


Fortreſs it was named New-Caſtle upon Tine, which buily 
: Name 
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1631, 


tred Normandy, and takes the City of Vernon. Upon 


And ſub- 


Lewis in Anger calle 
. threw the Cheſs Board in his Face: Henry hereby pro- 


Cauſe of the firſt War between England and Franc; 
Robert rebels for preſently the King of France joining with Kober;, 
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Name it retains to this Day. ' Robert, after ſome Sty 
here in Exgland, was ſent again into Normandy ; Henn 
his youngeſt Brother being joined with him in the Charge 
and Power, the King repoſing the greateſt Truſt au 
"Confidence in the latter. Theſe two Princes being: 
little ſettled in the Government, went to vitit the King 
of France at Conſtance, where one Day after Dinne, 
Lewis the French King's Son, and Henry ＋ 1 a Game 

at Cheſs ; and Henry won ſo much of him, thy 
| 7 him the Son of a Baſtard, an 


voked, ſnatched up the Cheſs Board, and with it broke 
Lewis's Head, and would have killed him, had ng 
Robert timely interpoſed between them. This pety 
Brangle between two hot Youths, kindled a Quart! 
between the two Kings, the Fathers, which was the 


who could no more bear a Partner, than an Head, en. 


this King William invaded France, and ſubdued the 
Counties of Zaintongue and Poictou, and ſo returnedty 
Rohan. Robert finding himſelf unable to reſiſt his Fx 
ther's Forces, goes and ſubmits to his Father, and i 
reconciled to him. This was a very great Diſappoint 
ment to the King of Frazce, who had prompted KRober 
to rebel; nevertheleſs, he ſummons King William to 
do him Homage for the Kingdom of England: Tv 
which the King replied, he would nor, becauſe he hut 
it of none but God and his Sword. The King d 
France not ſatisfied with this Anſwer, invades Norma 


Ay again, but with ſuch Loſs, as made him willing u 


©, conclude a Peace, which laſted not long; for the Rig 


of England being fallen into a Sickneſs through Lu 
bour, Aye, and 33 which he lay ill ſometim: 
at Roban, the French King refleQting upon his Bel) 
ſaid, That the King of England lay in at Rohar; 1 
which Sarcaſm, the King was ſo enraged, that as fool 
as he was recovered, he entred Frauce in the chief Tim 
of theit Fruits, laying all the Country waſte as far s 
Paris, where the French King then was, and ſent hin 
this Meſſage, That he was come to ſhew him of | 
Up-rifing. From thence he marched to Nantz, whid 
he deſtroyed, but in his Retreat, got his fatal Wovn 
by a Strain of his Hotſe among theBreaches, of wii 
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he fell Sick, and being conveyed to Rohan, ended his 
Days, and Wars together. | 


127 


Thus having given a brief Account of the Wars of this 4 P. 1087. 


K. together with his Conduct, and Succeſs in them; we 
ſhall proceed to ſhew, what. Courſe hetook in ſettling the 
Kingdom, and eſtabliſhing a Government, after he ha > 
preſſed the ſeveral Invaſions, and many Conſpiracies made 

inſt him in the Realm. He began his Reign with the In- 
troduction of the Norman Laws, and would certainly 
have aboliſhed all the Exg/iþ Laws, had not the Nobi- 
lity and Commons looked upon ir as a great Grievance 
and by Petition beſought him, © That by the Oath he had 
© taken at his Coronation, and by the Soul of St. Ed- 


& ward, from whom he had A Crown and Kingdom, 


© he would not make them ſo miſerable, as to judge 
© them by a Law they underſtood not. This had ſo 
great an effe& upon the Ring, that he was pleaſed to 
confirm his former Promiſes by Charter, commanding 
his Judges to obſerve St. Edward's Laws throughout the 
Kingdom. Yet notwithſtanding this, there was ſo great 
an Innovation in the Laws and Government of Ee 
land, that the People had nothing of them but fair Pro- 
miſes. For now the Laws were tranſlated into Latin 
and French, which before were in Exgliſb, and plain 
and eaſy to be underſtood, but now practiſed wholly in 
the Norman Form and Language, on purpoſe to oblige 
the People to learn that Speech; and all other Methods 
were made uſe of to make the Nation ſpeak the Frezch 
Language ; as enjoining Children to he. taught only 
French, both in Common and Grammar Schools; all 
Petitions and Buſineſs at Court muſt be in French, and 
no Man was to be regarded, but Who. ſpoke French. 
Yet ſoon after his Death, the whole Nation returned to 
their old Exgliſh, and nothing remained in French but 


the Law, which is at this Day the only remaining Badge 
of the Norman Conqueſt ; by which new Terms, new 


Conſtitutions, new Forms of Pleading, new Offices 
and Courts were introduced; by which the old Exglifo 
Laws, which before were plain, brief and ſimple, wich- 
out Intricacies and Perplexities, were juſtled out. Before 
this, the Exgl;ſþ were a clear meaning People, and of 
honeſt and good Intentions: As for their Trials in crimi- 
nal Caſes, where manifeſt Proof failed, they weredecided 
by Ordeal, i. e. a Right Doom (for Or ſignifies Right, 
and Deal a Part or Portion.) Of this fort of * 

| ey 


of People, and Ordeal by Water for the meaner ſort: 


That of Fire, was to go blindfold over certain Plow. 


© Shares, made red hot, and laid at ' uneven Diſtances 


© from one another: That of Water, was either hot or 


© cold, in the one to put their naked Arms to the El- 

© bow, and in the other to be caſt HeadJong ; accord- 

© ing to their Eſcape or Hurt, they were judged ; ſuch 

© as were calt into Rivers, if they ſunk, they were 

«judged innocent, if not, guilty, as ejected by the Ele. 

ment. Theſe Trials they called the Judgment of God, 

© and they were performed with ſolemn Prayers.“ In 

ſome Caſes the Perſon accuſed was admitted to clear 

himſelf by receiving the Euchariſt, by his own Oath, or 

the Oaths of two or three credible Men : Beſides theſe, 

they had a Trial of Duel, permitted by the Law in 

Caſes of Safety, Fame, or Poſſeſſions. All theſe Tri: 

als ſhew the Eugliſb to be ignorant of any Forms of 

Law, and to have no imperial or pontifical Conſtituti- 

ons to determine Affairs by. But theſe ſorts of Judy: 

ments and Trials, had their Period ſoon after the Con- 

queſt; the Advantage that the Nation has ever ſince 

had by theſe Alterations, the Perſons, who have had 

Law-Suits can beſt relate. All Actions, both criminal 

and real, began now to be determined by the Verdi8 

o/. of twelve Men, called an Inqueſt, according to the 

| A ju Cuſtom of Normandy, where the ſame Cuſtom is uſed 

| with the ſame Caution to the Jurors, as amongſt us, at 
this Day. 9 . 

Whatever Alterations he made in other Matters, yet 

The Sana he made none in thoſe Saxon Laws, that were for the 

Laws for the Preſervation of the Peace, and for the good Order and 

— Security of the Kingdom; for he found thoſe Conlti- 

tutions ſo well contrived, that better could hardly be 

invented by Man, eſpecially, the Borough Law, by 

which every Freeman of the Commons of Ezglaiid, 

ſtood as Surety for each other's good Behaviour, every 

Borough or Tithing being obliged to produce their Cri 

minals to Juſtice; by which means Innocence became 

every Man's Intereſt as well as Duty, ſince they were 

otherwiſe to ſhare in the Penalty. In the beginning of 


this Reign, the Kingdom was much infeſed with Obt- 
laws and Robbers, and many Normant were ſecreti 
murthered by the Ezgliſh, + To prevent which Miſchief 


a heavy Fine was impoſed upon the Hundred, * 
| e 


they had. two Kinds; Ordeal by Fire for the better ſort 
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the Body of any Norman ſhould be ſlain, whether the 
Authors of the Fact were diſcovered or not. By theſe 
Ties, the Order and Peace of the Kingdom was ſo 
well ſecured, that no Society of Men in the World 
lived in greater Order and Peace; for after this Regula- 
tion, not only all Thefts and Robberies were ſuppreſ- 
ſed, but all popular InſurreQions ceaſed. By theſe 
Means the Realm enjoyed ſuch a Security, that People 
were ſafe in their Beds, tho” their Doors were left open 
and a fair Virgin with a Purſe of Gold in her Han 
might have travelled through the Kingdom, without any 
Danger to her Honour or Money. | 
He new modelled the judicial Part of the Govern- Many 
ment throughout the whole Nation; for before, the Bi- 7399s 
ſhop and Alderman, or Earl of the Shire, were abſo- 
lute Judges, which had nor only increaſed their Autho- 
rity, but alſo their Revenve, by a great Share they had in 
the Fines. The King ſtripped the Biſhops wholly of this 
their judicial Power, and confined them to the Cure of 
Souls only; the Aldermens Power he took quite away, 
and ordered that for the future, all Cauſes ſhould be de- 
termined four Times a Year, in ſuch Places, and by 
ſuch Judges as he ſhould appoint ; from whom, as from 
the Boſom of their Prince, all Perſons ſhould have Juſ- 
tice. From the Knowledge of the old Egli Cuſtoms 
tis plain, that many Algrations were made relating to 
the Tenures of Eſtates. The Saxons had only two kinds 
of Tenures, viz. Book-Land and Folk-Land ; the one 
aPoſſeflion in Writing, the other without; yet the Honeſiy 
of thoſe Times left them little ſubject to Diſputes and 
Contentions. But this Prince reduced all Grants to Wri- 
ting, to Signature, and to Witneſſes, which in Time, in- 
troduced more Cavils and Actions, than former Methods. 
In thoſe Times alſo, Inheritances deſcended not to 
one Heir, but after the German Faſhion were equally di- 
vided among all the Children, which they called Land- 
Skiften, . e. Part Land, a Cuſtom (11 retained in ſome 


Parts of Kent, by the Name of Gavellin, or Gifealkin ; — —— 


eſerved. 


which it is ſaid, the People of the County ſecured to 
themſelves by this Stratagem. As the King was paſ- 
ſing through their Country to Dover, the People en- 
compaſſed him on all Sides with Boughs in their 
Hands, to his great Surpriſe, who expected no ſuch 
hoſtile Attempts. Out of the midſt of them came 
Stigand Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Abbot Egelſin, 

OL. I. e and 
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they had. two Kinds; Ordeal by Fire for the better ſort 
© of. People, and Ordeal by Water for the meaner ſort: 
That of Fire, was to go blindfold over certain Ploy. 
© Shares, made red hot, and laid at uneven Diſtances 
© from one another: That of Water, was either hot or 
© cold, in the one to put their naked Arms to the El- 
© bow, and in the other to be caſt Headlong ; accord- 
© ing to their Eſcape or Hurt, they were judged ; ſuch 
© as were calt into Rivers, if they ſunk, they were 
« judged innocent, if not, guilty, as ejected by the Ele- 
© ment. Theſe Trials they called the Judgment of God, 
and they were performed with ſolemn Prayers.“ In 
ſome Caſes the Perſon accuſed was admitted to clear 
himſelf by receiving the Euchariſt, by his own Oath, or 
the Oaths of two or three credible Men: Beſides theſe, 
they had a Trial of Duel, permitted by the Law in 
Caſes of Safety, Fame, or Poſſeſſions. All theſe Tri- 
als ſhew the Exgliſb to be ignorant of any Forms of 
Law, and to have no imperial or pontifical Conſtituti- 
ons to determine Affairs by. But theſe ſorts of Judy: 
ments and Trials, had their Period ſoon after the Con- 
queſt; the Advantage that the Nation has ever ſince 
had by theſe Altcrations, the Perſons, who have had 
Law-Suits.can beſt relate. All Actions, both criminal 
and real, began now to be determined by the Verdict 
Se. of twelve Men, called an Inqueſt, according to the 
A Jury bt Cuſtom of Normandy, where the ſame Cuſtom is uſed 
me with the ſame Caution to the Jurors, as amongſt us, at 
this Day. 3 
Whatever Alterations he made in other Matters, yet 
The Fare he made none in thoſe Saxon Laws, that were for the 
Laws forthe Preſervation of the Peace, and for the good Order and 
-—— was Security of the Kingdom; for he found thoſe Conlli- 
tutions ſo well contrived, that better could hardly be 
invented by Man, eſpecially, the Borough Law, by 
which every Freeman of the Commons of Eg land, 
ſtood as Surety for each other's good Behaviour, every 
Borough or Tithing being obliged to produce their Cri- 
minals to Juſtice; by which means Innocence became 
every Man's Intereſt as well as Duty, ſince they were 
otherwiſe to ſhare in the Penalty. In the beginning of 
this Reign, the Kingdom was much infeſted with Ovt- 
laws and Robbers, and many Normaus were ſecretly 
murthered by the Ezgliſh, - To prevent which Milchich, 
a heavy Fine was impoſed upon the Hundred, my 
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the Body of any Norman ſhould be ſlain, whether the 
Authors of the KaQ were diſcovered or not. By theſe 
Ties, the Order and Peace of the Kingdom was ſo 
well ſecured, that no Society of Men in the World 
| lived in greater Order and Peace; for after this Regula- 
tion, not only all Thefts and Robberies were ſuppreſ- 
ſed, but all popular Inſurrections ceaſed. By theſe 
Means the Realm enjoyed ſuch a Security, that People 
| were ſafe in their Beds, tho' their Doors were left open, 
and a fair Virgin with a Purſe of Gold in her Hand 
might have travelled m_—_ the Kingdom, without any 
| Danger to her Honour or Money. 

He new modelled the judicial Part of the Govern- Many Alte- 
ment throughout the whole Nation; for before, the Bj. tions made 
ſhop and Alderman, or Earl of the Shire, were abſo- 
lute Judges, which had not only increafed their Autho- 
rity, but alſo their Revenue, by a great Share they had in 
the Fines. The King ſtripped the Biſhops wholly of this 
their judicial Power, and confined them to the Cure of 
Souls only; the Aldermens Power he took quite away, 
and ordered that for the future, all Cauſes ſhould be de- 
termined four Times a Year, in ſuch Places, and by 
ſuch Judges as he ſhould appoint ; from whom, as from 
the Boſom of their Prince, all Perſons ſhould have Juſ- 
tice, From the Knowledge of the old Exg/iþ Cuſtoms 
'tis plain, that many Alterations were made relating to 
the Tenures of Eltates. The Saxoxs had only two kinds 
of Tenures, viz. Book-Land and Folk-Land ; the one 
aPoſſeſſion in Writing, the other without; yet the Honeſiy 
of thoſe Times left them little ſubject to Diſputes and 
Contentions. But this Prince reduced all Grants to Wri- 
ting, to Signature, and to Witneſſes, which in Time, in- 
troduced more Cavils and Actions, than former Methods, 

In thoſe Times alſo, Inheritances deſcended not to 

one Heir, but after the German Faſhion were equally di- 

vided among all the Children, which they called Land- 

Skiften, 7. e. Part Land, a Cuſtom (till retained in ſome 

Parts of Kent, by the Name of Gavelkin, or Gifealkin ; The Cut- 

which it is ſaid, the People of the County ſecured ED” 

themſelves by this Stratagem. As the King was paſ- 

ſing through their Country to Dover, the People en- 

compaſſed him on all Sides with Boughs in their 

Hands, to his great Surpriſe, who expected no ſuch 

hottile Attempts. Out of the midſt of them came 

Stigand Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Abbot Egelſin, 
ay "1M and 
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and told the King, that the Multitude ſurrounding him 
were the People of the whole Country, gathered toge. 
ther with Boughs in their Hands, as Olive-Branches, to 
rocure Peace and Liberty, elſe to entangle him in his 
aflage, reſolving to loſe their Lives rather than Free. 
dom. The King ſecing his Danger, granted their Re. 
queſts, and continued them their Cuſtoms and Liberties, 
The King having thus ſettled Laws for the well Go. 
vernment of the People, his next Care was for himſelf, 
and the Support of the Honour and Dignity of the 
Crown. herefore he reſolved to make in the fir 
ls Place, a general Survey of the whole Kingdom. The 
The Nation Management and carrying on of this great Work, was 
furveyed. by Commiſſioners, who were ſome of the greateſt and 
Skilfulleſt Earls and Biſhops of the Nation, who were 
obliged to take a particular Account of the King's Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and every Man's Eſtate elſe in the Kingdom, 
the Nature, Quality and Extent of their Lands, their 
Eſtates and Abilities, with the Deſcriptions, Bounds, 
and Diviſions of all the Shires, Hundreds, Wapen- 
takes, and Tithings ; and alſo the Hides, half Hides, 
Virgates and Acres of arable Land, Meadow, Paſture 
; and Wood; and this Survey or Deſcription was written 
Doomſday. in a Book, called Doomſday Book. The Reaſon giv- 
Book. en for the Name of Doomſday is, that it was no more 
lawful to depart, or appeal from what was in it, than 
| from the Day of Doom, or laſt Judgment; and being 
the higheſt Record in the Kingdom, it continues to be 
a deciſive Evidence in any Trial, where there is Occa- 
ſion to refer to it. This Survey did not only increaſe, 
The King's but alſo much more aſcertain the Revenues of the 
Revenues: Crown, which then conſiſted of ſeveral Branches; as 
firſt the Crown Lands, which conſiſted of one thouſand 
four hundred and twenty two Manors, or Lordſhips, 
beſides many Farms, or Fans in Middleſex, Shropſhire, 
and Kutlaudſhire. Theſe, with - the Elſcheats forteired 
to the King for Felony or Treaſon, or reverted to the 
Crown for want of Heirs, together with the Rents re- 
terved of the Baronies and Lands he gave to his Follow- 
ers, raiſed a vaſt Revenue in Money. Another Branch 
was à Land Tax called Hidage, firſt levied by Edward 
the Confeſſor. A third Branch was Tolls, and Cuſtoms, 
for many Caſes, Wardſhips, Knight's-Fees, Forfeitures, 
Fines, and pecuniary Puniſhments for Murther, Man- 
Haughter, Batteries, Fightings, Treſpaſſes, Miſde- 
| meanors, 
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meanors, &c. In ſhort, this King's Revenue amounted 


to a thouſand and ſixty Pounds per Day, which was 


near four hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum, an im- 


mene Sum in thoſe Days, which by a moderate 


Computation, may be valued at near five Millions in 
our Time. Belides this prodigious Revenue, the 
King always kept up a ſtanding Army, eſpecially Horſe, 
with which he made good his Acquilitions againſt all 
his Enemies, without any Expence or Charge out of 
his Exchequer; for his Followers to whom he had given 
great Part of the Land, were always ready with ſixty thou- 
land Horſemen or Knights, to aſſiſt him on every occaſion. 

Having thus provided good Laws for the Go- 
vernment of the People, and enjoying a vaſt Reve- 
nue, and a mighty Army for the Security of his Per- 
ſon and Dominions; he ſeized on all the Foreſts in 
the Nation, and exempted them from all Laws, but his 
Will and Pleaſure, inflicting the moſt ſevere Puniſh- 
ments on any that ſhould dare to deſtroy the Game; 
and for the Convenĩency of his Diverſion, he, in an ar- 
bitrary Manner, diſpeopled the South-Weſt Part of 
Hampſhire, deſtroying all the Towns and Villages, with 
thirty tix Churches, turning out the poor Inhabitants for 
above thirty Miles together, and made a Foreſt for 
wild Beaſts, now called The new Foreſt. This he did 
either to make a more ealy Acceſs for his Normans into 
England in Caſe of Inſurrections, or to indulge himſelf 


in Hunting, or to raiſe Money by any Methods, though 


ever ſo unjuſt ; for on all who preſumed to treſpaſs on 
his Game, he inflicted ſevere Fines and Penalties. This 
Act of his gained him much hatred amongſt his People; 
and the divine Judgment ſeemed to have perſued him 
not long after, by the untimely Deaths of ſeveral of 
his Poſterity; for his ſecond Son K:chard was goar'd by 
a Dear in this very Foreſt, and his third Son was caſu- 
ally ſlain by an Arrow; and his Grandſon Henry, as he 
was a Hunting, was caught up by a Bough like Aſalom, 
and hung till he died. And beſides this, he was ſo very 
partial to the Normans, that they only were prefered to 
any Places of Profit, | ruit or Honour; and that it 
might not be in the Power of the Clergy to do much 
azainſt him, he ſtripped the Churches, Abbies and Mo- 
naſteries, of all their Riches, under pretence that the Re- 
bels had hid them there in order to detraud him. Theſe 
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arbitrary Proceedings rendred him very odious to 
Orders and Degrees of the Exzglifp; who having loſt al 
their Power, Riches, and Courage, were not in ; 
Condition to help themſelves ; upon this Account, and 
this only, he may be ſaid to have conquered this Nati 
on. The Churchmen who wrote the Hiſtory of thoſt 
Times, do plentifully beſtow on him the Names « 
Tyrant, Oppreſſor, cruel ExaQter, with many other 

arks of Infamy. Let in the midſt of his Partialit 
to the Normans, this Prince ſhewed ſo much Jultice, 
that he would ſpare none who were guilty of great an! 
known Crimes; even his Brother Odo, the next Pero 
to the King, he ſeized with his own hands, and confiſcate 
his Eſtate. King William having now ſettled his A. 
fairs, and 7 Fon ſick a little while at Kon, and 
diſpoſed of his Eſtate, died in the ſeventy fourth Ven 
of his Age, and one and twentieth Year of his Reign 
Tis ſaid that his Corps lay neglected for three Das, 
his Servants minding more to provide for themſelves, 
than to attend upon him; but his Son Henry brought hi 
Body to Caen to be interred, where a Gentleman, Own- 
er of the Lands, forbad it, and they were obliged to con: 
pound with him for it. Thus this great Prince, who 
in his Life had ſo many Dominions, was deſtitute of 
Place for his Burial, which his Relations and Atten& 
ants, could not get but by Purchaſe. 

As to his bodily Perfections, he was well proportioned 
of a vigorous and healthful Conſtitution, of a nobl: 
Preſence, either riding, fitting or ſtanding ; of a mil: 
culine Beauty, in which there was a Mixture of Mz 
jeſty and Severity; and had ſo great a Strength, that 
few of his Court could draw his Bow. He was both 
wiſe and active, penetrating in his Deſigns, daring it 
his Enterprizes, and ſteady in the Proſecution of them. 
All agree that he was chaſte, and temperate ; val: 
ant, and great in all his Actions, eſpecially in ſuch s 
expreſſed his Royal State and Dignity. And that foreign 
Ambaſſadors might witneſs of his Grandeur and Mag- 
nificence, he annually kept the Feaſt of Chriſtmas tt 
Gloceſter, that of Eafter at Wincheſter, and that di 
Whitſuntide at Weſtminſter ; to which were ſummonel 
all the great Men of the Kingdom, both Clergy an 
| Laity. The Clergy, who never loved him, acknow 


ledge, that his Devotion was very exemplary. Hs 
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great Mercy appeared, in often pardoning and receivin 
into Favour thoſe, who had rebelled againſt him, an 
only one of his rebellious Subjects was executed, vi. 
Earl Halibeof. He was free from Suſpicion, which is 
common to Princes, which appears by his allowing 
Eagar, the Competitor for his Crown, the Freedom of 
his Court. He founded a great Abby near Haſtings, 
called Battle- Abby, in Memory of the Victory he ob- 
tained over Harold; and two Nunneries, one at Hin- 
chinbroke in Hantingdonſhire, and the other at Armthwayt 
in Cumberland, belides many other publick Works. 

He had a numerous Iſſue by Maud his Wife, viz. His children 
four Sons and fix Daughters. To Robert his eldeſt Son 
he left the Dutchy of Normandy, to William his third 
Son the Kingdom of Ezxglazd, and to Henry his youngeſt 
Son all his Treaſure, with an annual Penſion to be 
paid him by his Brothers; Richard his ſecond Son, 
and his Darling, being flain in the new Foreſt, as be- 
fore is related. His eldeſt Daughter Cæcilia was madea 
Nun; Conſtance the ſecond was married to Allagn, Earl 
of Britain, Adela to Stephen, Earl of Blois, by whom 
among other Iſſue, ſhe had King Stephen. Gundred the 
fourth Daughter was married to William de Warren, 
Earl of Szrry ; the other two, Ela, and Margaret, died 
Virgins. 
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gr the ſecond ſurviving Son to the Conqueror, 4. P. 1087. 
poſted for England, as ſoon as the Breath was Liam R- 
gone out of his Father's Body, taking with him Bloet as. 
the Houſhold Chaplain ; when he arrived he was aſſiſted 
by his Father's Steward Eudo, who before had ſecured 
iucheſter, where his Father's Treaſure was, Dover, 
Pevenſy, Haſtings, and other Caſtles on the Coaſts. _ 
And then he applied himſelf to Archbiſhop Lanfranc, 
who joining his Intereſt and Mediation to William's 
| large Bounty and Promiſes, who to remove all Ob- 
ll ſtructions took this ſo!emn Oath, that he would preſerve 
1111 BY Juſtice, Equity, and Mercy throughout the Kingdom, 
Ill and defend the Peace and Liberty of the Church, and 
| = K 3 obſerve 
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obſerve the Archbiſhop's Directions in all Things; this 
gained him ſo great an Interelt, that upon Sunday the 


His Corona- 27 Day of September, he was crowned King at 


tion. 


3028, 
Great Di- 


Nur bances. 


1 by the two Archbiſhops of the Nation, in 
the Preſence of many other Biſhops, and many of the 
Nobility. This Prince, who from his ruddy Complex- 
ion, and red Hair, was named Xuſus, was about thirty 
one Years of Age, when he obtained the Crown: Be- 
ing brought up to Arms he was rough and haughty, 
more courageous than pious, and more gallant than 
— yet in the former Part of his Reign, being acted 
y the wile Advice of Lanfrauc, he did many Things 
for the good of the Kingdom; and the better to ſecure 
himſelf in the Throne, he rewarded the Normans for 
their Service with Money, and promiſed the Englijh 
their antient Liberties. - Notwithſtanding which, his 
Uncle Odo, Biſhop of Bayeux, with many of the Exg- 
E/ Nobility, occalioned great Troubles and Diſturban— 
ces, who having ſent to Robert the King's elder Bro- 
ther, to put in for the Crown of Ezgland, he return- 
ed an Anſwer, promiſing, that he would on a Day pre- 
fixed land in the Weſt : Upon this, the diſcontented 
Faction riſe in many Parts of the Nation. The Biſhop 
was the firit in the Action, and fortitying the City of 
Rocheſter, began to diſturb the County of Kent: others 
at the fame Time ſeized upon Bath, and Berkley, and 
fortified the Caltle of Briſtol againſt the King, while 
Others laid waſte the Counties of Norfolk, Leiceſter, 
and HPorceſter, Theſe Tafurrettions cauſed King i. 
Gam to ſummon many Biſhops, | Earls, and natural 
Engliſb together, to conſult proper Methods for ſup- 
preſſing them. The Fleet was immediately fitted out, 
and ordered to guard the Coaſts againſt Robert's futend- 
ed Deſcent, whoſe Delay gave the King more Advan- 
tage than he could either with for or expect; for had 
Robert haſtned his Arrival, and perſued the Opportu- 
nity, he might with no great Difficulty have diſpoſſeſſcd 
his Brother of the Kingdom. 
Ide King marched in Perſon with his Army againſt 


Rechef'er be- his Uncle Ode, and in May laid cloſe Siege to Aocbe- 


7 
urged. 


ter; he ſoon forced them out of the Town into the 


Caltle,' where many periſhed by a raging Sickneſs, and 
being preſſed with many other Neceflities, at length they 
capitulate, and by the Mediation of the Nobility who 
were with the King, to fave their Relations that were 
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in the Caſtle, they obtained theſe Conditions, viz. That And redu- | 


all their Eſtates ſhould be forfeited, that their Lives'and*© 
Loſs of Limbs ſhould be pardoned, and Leave given 
them to paſs out of the Caſtle with their Horſes and 
Arms ; whereupon they were all forced to quit the 
Kingdom, even Odo himſelf, by which he loſt his vaſt 
Eſtate in England. The Rebels being thus reduced at 
Roc heſter, the King reſolves to make the Eugliſh entire- 
ly his, by giving them the Eſtates of the baniſhed No- 
blemen ; promiſing, that he would eaſe all his Subjects, 
and eſpecially the native EPA, of their great Taxes; 
that he would enact better Laws, uſe Juſtice and Mer- 
cy towards all, and that they ſhould have free Liberty 
of hunting in his Foreſts : By theſe Promiſes and ſpe- 


| cious Pretences, and not by Force, he put an End to The Rebell 
| on at an End. 


theſe dangerous Inſurrections. | 

But no ſooner was the King well eſtabliſhed in the 
Throne, and freed from all Apprehenſions of any domeſ- 
tick Diſturbances, than he quite forgot his Oaths and Pro- 
miſes, and proceeded in a quite contrary Method, and 
oppreſſed his Subjects with heavy Taxes and Extorti- 


| ons. Againſt theſe hard N 1 of the King, the 


mild Archbiſhop Lanfranc made his Remonſtrances; to 


which the King in a Paſſion replied, Who can perform ,ogg, 


all that he has promiſed? and from that Day would not 
afford him a Smile. This had ſo great an Influence on 
the good old Man, that he pined away, and on the 


twenty fourth Day of May he died, to the inexpreſſible r.,yf-an; 
Grief of all good Men, as being the moſt eminent In- dies. 


ſtance of Learning and Wiſdom, as well as Piety and 
Charity, that this Age had produced. No ſooner was 
tic Archbiſhop dead, but the ha Sore ama ſeizes 
on the whole Revenues of his Archbiſhoprick, and 
kept the See vacant almoſt four Years; he did the ſame 
by Lincolu, and all other Churches and Abbies, as ſoon 
as they became void, aud never fill'd them up as long 
as he could ſqueeze any Thing out of them, and then 
would ſell them to the beſt Bidder. In ſhort, he was 
the firſt King in Eng land, who ſhewed his Succeſſors the 
dangerous Precedent of keeping the Biſhopricks and their 
Livings vacant, and receiving the Profits himſelf. Thus 
he ſhewed his rapacious Inclinations, always covetous, 
yct never frugal, and ſtill graſpipg and gathering, yet ne- 
ver filling his Coffers. | 
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10992, As the Inſurrections which were now quelled, were 

3 he King Occaſioned on his Brother Robert's Account, King i 

Wera a- am reſolves to revenge himſelf of all former Inyuries, 

paint his Accordingly he invades Normandy, with an Army; at 
Brother. his firſt landing he ſurpriſed the Caliles of St. Vale 

and Albemarle, with others on the Sea Coaſt, and then 

laid a great Part of the Country waſte. Robert being un- 

rovided to oppoſe him, applied to Philip the French 

King, who joined him, but was by a large Sumof Mo. 

ney from King William 83 with to ſtand Neutet. 

Upon, this the Norman Nobility began to favour King 

William, and the Citizens of Kovea the Metropolis, be- 

ing brib'd by Money and fair Promiſes, reſolved to betray 

the City with its flothful Duke into his Hands. The 

chief Confpirator was one Canon a rich Citizen, but 

the whole Plot being diſcovered, Robert joined with his 

Brother Heury, and juſt came in Time to ſecure the 

City, though with great Slaughter of the reſiſting Citi- 

zens; Cauon was taken, carried up into an high Tower, 

and caſt headlong out at a Window by Heury's own 

Hands. The Progreſs of King William's Arms was 

ſtop'd for the preſent, by this Conjunction of the two 

Brothers; but in the next Year he reſolves on another 

Attempt, which being undertaken, was ſoon ended b) 

1091. a Reconciliation and a Peace between the two Brothers, 

A Peace con upon theſe Conditions. That King William ſhould hold 

—_— the County of Eu, Feſcamp, and other Places which he 

_, had bought: That he ſhould aſſiſt Robert in recovering 

all that had been taken from his Dutchy: That the Nor- 

maus, who had joined Robert, and thereby forfeited their 

. Eſtates in Eugland, ſhould be reſtored: That the Sur- 

vivor of either ſhould ſucceed to the Dominions both 

of England and Normandy. Prince Henry by this Trea- 

Fort St. Me ty being deſerted, betook. himſelf to St. Michaels 

* beßeß Mount, as his laſt Retreat; which Place William and 

Nobert, with their united Forces, beliege ; . which 

... Diege, the King as he was riding alone ſome Diſtance 

from the Camp, perceived ſeveral, of the Enemy's S0, 

'  diers advancing towards him, whom he boldly engaged, 

but in the firſt Encounter his Horſe was flain under him, 

„ and himſelf thrown upon the Ground. Seeing his 

_ Danger he diſcovered himſelf to be the King of Ex- 

Land; the Soldiers were ſurpriſed, and treated him-with 

Reſpect, and got him; another Horſe. | The King in te. 

turn rewarded the Perſon that had unhorſed him, — 
 bonevni m 


tray 
The 
„ but 
th his 
e the 
Citi- 
Ower, 
own 

S Was 
e two 
1Other 
ed by 
[thers, 
d hold 
nich he 
vering 
e Nor- 
d their 
e Sur- 
$ both 
Trea- 
ic haelt 
m and 
Which 
iſtance 
s Sol- 
1gaged 
ler him, 
ing his 
f Ex. 
m with 
g in re. 
m, and 
made 


The Rega of K. WI LL I M0 l. 
made him his Knight. At length, on Condition that 


the Fort of St. Michael ſhould de furrendred to the 
Duke, Henry was to hold the Country of Conſtantine 
in Mortgage, until Robert had paid his Money, for which 


153 


a Day was appointed; and thus a Peace was concluded The three 
between them; upon which Duke Robert baniſhed Ed- —— E 
gar Etheling out of his Country, and the King deprived 


him of all the Lands that had been given him ; who 
thereupon went into Scotland to King Malcolm his Bro- 
ther-in-Law. TOTES | L 
Things being thus ſettled in Normandy, King William 
prevailed with his Brother Kobert to accompany him 
into England, where Malcolm taking the Advantage of 
the King's Abſence, had invaded Northumberland, a- 
ainſt whom the King and. Duke Robert marched in 
erſon ; but by means of Edgar Etbeling, both Kings 
came to an Interview, and a Peace was concluded upon 
theſe Conditions. That Malcolm ſhould yield the Kin 
the ſame Obedience as he had done to his Father; an 
that the King ſhould reſtore to Malcolm twelve Manors, 
which he formerly held under his Father, and ſhould al- 
ſo pay him annually, twelve Marks of Gold. The 
King was again reconciled to Prince Edgar; but Duke 
Robert perceiving his Brother's Subtlety, and his Back- 


wardneſs in performing the Conditions of the Treaty 


between them, retired in Diſcontent to Normandy, tak- 
ing Edgar Etheling along with him. In the following 
Year, Prince Henry began to recover himſelf, and ga- 
ther Strength in Normandy, having had the ſtrong Sea- 
Port Town of Damfront, privately delivered into his 
Hands ; and this he made a Place of Refuge, till he 
was reconciled to his Brother William, and ſent for in- 
to Eugland. About the ſame Time, the King rebuilt 
the City and Caſtle of Carliſie, which had lain in Ruins 
above two hundred Yeats. In the beginning of the next 


Year, the King fell ſick in Gloceſterſbire, ſo that his 1092. 


Death was expected by moſt Perſons. Upon this as 
Signs of his Repentance for former Crimes, the King 
made a Vow to God, that if he would reſtore him, he 


would abrogate all unjuſt Laws, and ordain better in 


their Stead. But as ſoon as the King was recovered of 
his Sickneſs, he forgot his Vow to God, and Promiſe to 
his Subjects, and relapſed to his former Miſcatriages, 
and reduced all Things to the ſame or a worſe'State than 
before. About this Time, Malcolm King of the _ 
invade 


> —— 
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invaded England, and made great Devaſtations as far a; 
Alnewick; but Robert Mowbray Earl of Northumber. 
land fell upon him near that T'own, defeated his Army, 
and flew him and his Son. Upun this the Nobility of 
Scotland aſſembled, and elected Donald, Malcrlm's Bro. 
ther to be their King, though Eagar, Malcolm's Son 
was then living; and expelled Edgar Etheling with all 
the Engliſh out of Scotland, who were kindly received 
in England. But Duncan, natural Son of the late King, 
being then in King William's Court as an Hoſtage, ob- 
tained Aſſiſtance from him, marched againſt his Uncle 
Donald, who had newly invaded Exgland, attacked him, 
beat his Army, and forced him to fly into the Weltern 
Iſles; upon which he was crowned King of Scotland. 
In the ſame Year, Rees, Prince of the Welſhmen, was 
ſlain in a Battel near Brecknock Caſtle, which put an 
End to the Princes of South Wales. 

King William having ſettled his Affairs in the 
North and Weſt, was again diſturbed by his Brother 
Robert; upon which he paſſed into Normandy, and by 
the Mediation of their common Friends, they had an 
Interview in the Field, of Martius, but could by no 
Means come to an Agreement; upon which the King 
ſent into England, and commanded them to raiſe twenty 
thouſand Men, and tranſport them to him with all Expe- 
dition; theſe were muſtred near Haſtizgs. The King's 
Treaſurer by his Order, told them, That each Man 
might be diſmiſſed upon the Payment of ten Shillings; 
all complied, and by this Stratagem, the King got a 
conſiderable Sum of Money, with which he prevailed 
with the French King, to withdraw his Troops from 
Duke Robert, which obliged him to retire, and he had been 
forced to ſubmit, had not the Welſb in the mean Time 
entred Cheſhire, Shropſhire, and other Counties; inſo- 
much, that King William was conſtrained to leave Nor- 


mandy, and the War unfiniſned; and reconciling him- 


ſelf to his Brother Henry, he returned into England, 


and marched into Wales; but the Inhabitants retiring to 


the Mountains, the King returned with Diſhonour. 


A Confpira- In the ſame Year he made a ſecond Expedition into 


. 


Wales, but with no better Succeſs. Much about the 


ſame Time, Robert de Mowbray Earl of Northamber- 
land, and many other Norman Noblemen, conſpired a- 
gainſt the King; this obliged him to turn his Forces 
againſt them, and he beſieged Bambrongh Caſtle, W = 
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| Rubert Priſoner, who was confined almoſt thirty Years. 
Some had their Eſtates confiſcated, and others com- 


pounded for their Crimes by large Sums of Money ; 
yes put out, and his 

Genitals cut off, and many were ſpared out of Policy. 
Much about the ſame Time, Auſelm, whom the King 
had advanced to the Archiepiſcopal See of Canterbury, 
rave the King much Trouble, by oppoſing him about 
the Inveltitures of Biſhops, and other Privileges of the 
Church. This cauſed the King to proceed to violent 
Methods, which made the Archbiſhop very uneaſy, and 
at laſt fly to Rome; upon which the King ſeized the Re- 


venues of the Archbiſhoprick to his own Uſe. The 
Pope was ſo enraged at this, that he threatned to excom-1996. 
cate the King, b vented from ſolemnly be 
municate the Ng, ut was prevented from ſolemnly." g 
zentence againſt him, having greater yoly war. 


Deſigns to manage at this Time; for a famous Hermit 
called Peter, who in the holy Land had been Witneſs 
of the Cruelties exerciſed by the Turks upon the Chriſ- 
tians, made ſuch Remonſtrances to Pope Urban, that 
he aſſembled a Council at Clermont in France, and by a 
zealous Harangue, animated the Prelates then preſent, 
to excite the Faithful to take up Arms for the Recovery 
of God's Country, out of the Hands of thoſe barba- 
rous Infidels. The Prelates were fired with the ſame 
Zeal, each reſolving to puſh this glorious Cauſe, in 
which they had the defired Succeſs: For in a ſhort 
Time, this holy Fervor ſpread all over Exrope, and in- 
credible Numbers of all Qualities, and of all Ages and 
Sexes liſted themſelves in this facred Militia, bearing 
the Marks of red Croſſes on their Garments, with this 
Motto, Iz is the Will of God. Theſe Cruſado's and 
long Voyages, the Heat of which laſted for above two 
hundred Years, occaſioned an infinite Expence of Blood 
and Treaſure, and proved the weakening of many Na- 
tions, the Ruin of the great Lords and Multitudes of 
tie People, and the Eſtabliſhment and Increaſe of the 
Power of the Popes, and the enriching of the Clergy. 
For moſt of the Princes and noble Perſons, who en- 
gaged in this brave Attempt, were obliged to ſell or 
mortgage their Eſtates, to furniſh themſelves for this 
Expedition; moſt of theſe the Prieſts bought, and at 
retonable Rates. Robert, like others, being fired with 
a Proſpect of this Expedition, concludes a Peace with 
his Brother King William, and mortgages the Dutchy of 
Normandy to him, for ten thouſaud Marks of 3 : 

| | us 
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Thus was the King rid of his elder Brother, and 2 Da 


troubleſome Competitor at the ſame Time. But to raife cod. 
this great Sum, the King acted in an unjuſt and very | of 

arbitrary Manner; for he ſeized on all Vacancies in v3 
the Church, and kept them for his own Ulſe; and he oll. 
ſent to all the great Men of the Nation to furniſh him cam 
with this Sum; inſomuch, that the Biſhops, Abbots, and We 
Abbeſſes, were obliged to break the golden Shrines of Veſt 
their Churches, and the Nobles to oppreſs their Tenants MW mol 
to raiſe Money. He ſold ſpiritual Livings to the beſt Bid- Jou 
der; took Fines of Prieſts for Fornication, and of the Few; to 5 
to renounce Chriſtianity ; and over the Laity he ſet Spies the! 
on whom he inflicted ſevere Penalties for ſmall Offence: imm 


Theſe arbitrary Proceedings gained him much Hatred Sieg 
of the People, eſpecially the Clergy. By this Means fore 
the King took Poſſeſſion of Nor mandy, and ſoon atter him 
claimed of Philip King of France the French Veauxiy, mor 


with the chief Towns belonging to it; but after a Year's wou 
1097. Conteſt, which occaſioned many Loſſes on both Sides, ſwer 
the two Kings made Peace. And now the King march- ty, 2 
ed a third Time againſt the Welſß, and paſted quite ly d 
through the Country; but the People fled to their Re- whic 
ceſſes, and the King was obliged to return without do- Elia 
ing of any Thing, deſides the building of ſome Caſtles being 
in the Marches between England and Wales. About tO hi: 
Michaelmas in the ſame Year, he ſent Edgar Etheling Mic! 
with a great Army into Scotlaud, who ex Fiel Donald Was 
Edrar made who again had gotten Poſſeſſion of the Crown, and in ſand 
King of So- his room placed Edgar his Nephew, who was the right ag 
at 


— Heir to the Crown, who accordingly did Homage to 
the King of England. All this Year the Nation fut- Croy 
tered much, by reaſon of the Scarcity of Proviſions, 
the Badneſs of the Seaſon, and the grievous T axes for 

the rebuilding of Lundin Bridge, for building the new if 50, 
Walls about the Tower, and for building eee, rot 


Hall, which, though two hundred and ſeventy Foot 
long, and ſeventy five Foot broad, the King at a Feal: a Stat 
22 he held in it declared, was not fit for a Bed-Chamber, bio! 
in reſpect to what he intended to build. From which at K 
Feaſt he went to hunt in the New Foreſt, where in the who 
- midlt of his Sport, a Meſſenger from Normandy in- & 
- formed him', that the City of Mans was ſurpriſed by ins 
2 Count Eſias, and that the Caſtle without ſpeedy Suc- Villa 
cour would be obliged to ſurrender. The King with in 


© His uſual Bravery, ordered the Meſſenger to haſten back 
and acquaint them, that he would be with them in 5 
4755 


nd in 
e right 
ge t0 
4 ſuf- 
iſions, 
tes for 
e new 


Mic haelmas. 


who in a few Vears met with their Deaths in this Foreſt; 


Sins of the Father, for deſtroying ſo many Churches and 


there began to be à great Corruption of Manners 
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Days, and turning his Horſe's Head towards Man, he 
rode with all Speed towards the Sea, and when ſome 
of his Attendants deſited him to ſtay 'till his Army 
was got ready, he replied, Thoſe that love me will 
follow me. Thus riding with a, ſmall Retinue 'till he 
came to Dartmouth, and going to take Shiping, the 
Weather was ſo tempeſtuous, that the Maſter of the 
Veſſel declared, that they could not paſs without the ut- 
moſt Hazard of their Lives; but Hilliam replied, Did 
ou ever hear of a King that was drowned ? They put 
to Sea, and the next Morning arrived at Barflexr; and 
the King ordered his Officers and Soldiers to attend him 


immediately at Mans, where he not only raiſed the 


Siege, but took Elias Priſoner, who being brought: be- 
fore him, the King jokingly told him, That he had 


him ſecure now: To which the other replied, That is 


more by Chance than Valour; if I were ar Liberty, I 

would convince you of what I could do. The King an- 

ſwered, What could you perform? Take your Liber- 

ty, and ſhew your Abilities. Thus the King generouſ- 

ly diſmiſs'd 78 gave him a very good Horſe; 

which Act of Generoſity had ſuch an Influence on 

Elias, that he became the King's faithful Friend. Mans 

being thus reſcued, and the Country once more reduced 

to his Obedience, the King returned to England about 

This very Year the City of Jeraſalem Jernſalem 

was taken by Storm by the Chriſtians, and forty thou- — — 

ſand Saracens put to the Sword; after which they a- | 

greed to ele& Robert Duke of Normandy to be King of 

that City and all Paleſtine, who from a ProipeQ of the 

Crown of Exgland, refuſed it; upon which they choſe 

the renowned way 4 of Bouillon to be King. The 

next Year, King William went in the beginning of Au- 1 

545 to hunt in the new Foreſt, accompanied with bis 
rother Henry, and a few Followers, among whom 

was Walter 7 rrel, an expert Huntſman, who ſhot at 

a Stag, but miſſed it, and in ſhot the King in the Breaſt, of 

which he immediately died, and was buried in the Church ue Kine 15 

at Viucheſter. Thus this Prince was the third of this Race, ſnin. * 


28 if Heaven deſigned to revenge on the Children the 


Villages, to make them a Receptacle for wild Beaſts. 
Though this was a very warlike Age, yet 


among 
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A. D. noo, 
Henry choſen 


the Nobility and People, elected and crowned Henry 


or worſt Enemies, according as their Power and Profit 


Kingof Eng- 
Fr 4 


vileges, and ia gas them more, Then he recalled 
Anſel from 
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among the young Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy, who Arc 
practiſed all the Luxury of Eating and Drinking, and from 
ſhewed ſo much Effeminacy in their Habits and Cari. them 
age, that they appeared Men in nothing ſo much, had g 
their Attempts upon the Chaſtity of Women. In thi been 
Reign many Diſaſters fell out, as in the ſecond Year a on al 
dreadful Earthquake happened; in the fourth a violent com 
Lightning, which did much Damage to the Abby of Thin; 
WW inſeombe. Not long after, a Tempeſt blew down for th 
fix hundred Houſes in London, and the Roof of By. grante 
Church. In the ninth Year a Blazing Star appeared which 
with two Buſhes; and other Stars ſeemed to ſhoot to ms 
Darts to each other. In the eleventh Year at Finchan- Wt Engiij 
ſtead, near Abington in Berkſhire, a Well of Blood for he 
roſe out of the Ground, overflowing for fifteen Days of Ma 
together. In the laſt Year of this Reign, the Sea roſe WF 4:he:; 
to a prodigious Height, overflowed its Banks, drown- was h: 
ed an incredible Number of People and Cattle in many Queen 
Counties; and in Keut, it deſtroyed all the Lands be. Henry 
longing to the famous Earl Godwin, which are (till bein 
called Godw:in's Sands, and are as fatal to the Sailors no Co! 
now, as he was to the Nation when alive. to = 
into A 
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HE ſudden Death of King William made way for owerft 
his younger Brother Henry, being preſent and Is the 
born in England, to wear the Crown; it being alſo Hennig 
reported, that Robert who ſhould have ſucceeded il. 
liam, was choſen King of Jeruſalem. Upon which, 


King, within four Days after his Brother's Deceaſe; 
who, that he might ſecure himſelf the firm Allegiance . 
of the People, began his Reign with Acts of Kind- Life, 
neſs and Benefit to them. In the firſt Place he reſolv- 
ed to ſecure the Clergy, who always are the beſt Friends, 


is increaſed or diminiſhed, by filling up all the Vacan- 
cies in the Church, and reſtoring to them all their Pri 


is Baniſhment, and reſtored him to the 
TO apnea 
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wo Archbiſhoprick of 2 He freed the Laiety 
xaQ 


„and from their Oppreſſions and ions, and reſtored to 
Parti. WW them the uſe of their Lights, after the Corfea-Bell 
-h, as bad gone; and becauſe Ralpb, Biſhop of Durbam, had 
n this been the chief Inſtrument of putting King William up- 
ear a on all his Courſes of Exaction and Irregularity, He 
'olent committed him to a loathſome Priſon. Beſides theſe 
by or Things he made many other res Laws, and Orders 
Jown for the good Government of his Kingdom; and he 
B-w- granted a Charter of Liberties under his Broad Seal, 
cared which Matth. Paris hath preſerved in his Hiſtory ; and 
ſhoot to make himſelf ſtill more popular and beloved of the 
chan. 8 Engliſh, he married into the Royal Blood of England; 
Blood for he choſe for his Royal Conſort Maud, the Daughter —_ 
Days of Margaret the late Queen of Scots, Niece to Edward Seataud 
W roſe WF 4:he/:ng, and ſo deſcended from Edmund Ironſide, who 
own- was hardly perſuaded to leave a Cloiſter to become a 
many Queen. hus, by all theſe prudent Methods, Kin 
is be. Henry 2 ſecured his Intereſt in Eugland; an 
e ſtill being thus ſettled in the Poſſeſſion of the Crown 
ailors no Competitor could, with Hopes of Succeſs, pretend 
to diſturb him: But his Brother Robert being returned 
into Normandy, from the Holy Wars, reſolved to at- _ — 
tempt the Crown, which he thought of Right belong - my at Pat 
:&:9.4 Wicd to him. Accordingly he prepared a great Army, mouth. 
which he landed at Portſinouth; to which Multitudes 
flock'd, eſpecially the Normans, which made him more 
ft. Noomidable. On the other Side King Henry uſed all 
Methods to defeat his Deligns, and got together a very 
ay for powerful Army, and march'd _ his Brother : But 
a 


it and as the two Armies were juſt about to engage, Heury 
z alſo 28 propoſes to Robert Terms of Peace, to pre- 
i Wil- Neat the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood. This was com- 
which, lied with, and a Treaty concluded, in which it was 
Hemy agreed: 
ceaſe; . rat That Heury being the Son of a King, born APeace con- 
iance . n. gland, ſnould enjoy the Kingdom during his cluded. 
Kind Life, paying = Marks yearly to Robert. 
reſolv- i „ 2/2 -I bat Robert ſhould ſucceed him. 
riends, . 3% That all offending Perſons ſhould be pardoned, 
Profit and have their Honours and Eſtates reſtored. 
racan- ¶ For the Performance of which, twelve chief Noblemen 
ir Pri- Pfeither Side took a ſolemn. Oath, and the Armies were “ P. 110. 
called MW ncdiately disbanded; and Duke Robert came to his | 
to the IProther's Court, where he was nobly entertained for 
he Space of fix Months, All 


Arch⸗ 
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Hemycon- All Obſtacles to King Henry's Quiet being remoy'd, 


— and his Throne better ſecured than before, he began to All the 
aſſert his prerogative againſt the Oppoſition of Archbi. MW his Brc 
ſhop Anſelm, who refuſed to conſecrate that Biſhoy Count 
which the King had prefer'd, alledging it to be a Viola- made « 
tion of the ſacred Rires and Cetemonies of the Church: great 1 
he farther proceeded to cenſure and condemn thoſe tber. 
Prelates and Eccleſiaſticks, who had accepted their In- Means 
veſtitures from the King. He likewiſe did excommy- ſufficiet 
nicate all married Prieſts, making Fornication a Jef Sbrews, 
Sin than Matrimony: And next be inhibited all Lay Afliſtan 
men from hearing their Maſſes: But the King not wil- W® whic 
ling to loſe his Prerogative, ſends an Ambaſſage to Pope þelliou: 
Paſchal to repreſent his Right to the Inveſtiture of hi. King, a 
ſhops, and Collation of Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, which rel, til 
Right he received from his Predeceſſots, Kings of Ex. who ha 
land, who never were, till of late, moleſted in thi; It, and 
Prerogative ; and that he would ſooner part with his be to n 
Kingdom, than loſe the Right of his Inveſtiture of bus E. 
Churches. Anſelm poſts ro Rome, to make good his ps 

ols 0 


Cauſe againſt the King, and had Succeſs, and had nigh 
perſuaded the Pope to excommunicate the King, who et the 
now became ſo enraged with Auſeim, that he forbad Enemie 
his Return, and ſeiz'd on the Revenues of the Arch. Compu 
biſhoprick. The Pope bethought himſelf, and re- on hie 
ſolv'd to try to bring the King to his Will by mild Me {MW Puke © 
thods: Accordingly he wrote to him inthe moſt oblig- fo Kin 
ing Manner and ſofteſt Terms, and requeſted himto King 
quit his Claim, promiſing his Readineſs to affiſt him in tunes 
his temporal Affairs, to the utmoſt of his Power; pro- e 
vided he would not preſume to meddle with the fe Ca 
Church. By this Bait the King was caught, granted WW" Eſc: 
the Pope's Requeſts; and ſo became a ſilly Precedent be put 0 
to ſucceeding Princes, of ſubmitting to the See of llgued a 
Rome in the ſame Caſe: And now, forſooth, Arſeln K 
that conſtant Enemy of the King's Prerogative, and ed all F. 
Friend of Rome, mult be reſtored to his Revenues aud note ea 
the King's Favour. evil Pra 
While theſethings werein hand at Rome, the King wis Multituc 
4. D. 110. diſturbed at Home by a Rebellion; for Robert Beleſme, great Di 
A Rebellion. Earl of Shrewsbary, fortifying his Caſtles, Shrewsbur), Ihe Wiv 
Bridg-north, Tick-hill and Arandell, and joining with the Rem 
the Welch-Men, denied Obedience and Subjection tothe which it 
King. Upon this, Henry, with a ſtout Army, marched nt theſe, 


ed on ſo 


againſt them, and in about a Month's Time, * Hands, 
| Vol 
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all their Caſtles; upon which Beleſne and the two Earls ä 
bis Brothers, Roger and Arnulph, were forc'd to fly their 
Country, and leave their Eſtates; on which the Kin 
made Seizure for his own Uſe. Theſe Earls 748 0 
great Diſturbances in Normandy, for three Years toge- 
ther, Many I owns and Churches were burnt by their 
Means, and the whole Power of Normandy was not 
ſufficient to ſtop the Ravages of the furious Earls of 
Shrewsbury., The Norman, ſend to King Henry for 
Aſſiſtance; he reproveth Robert for his wel, neſs, 
at which Robert is diſguſted, and joins with theſe re- 
bellious Earls, torgatping Revenge on his Brother. The 
King, at firſt, was unwilling to engage in a new * 
rel, till at length being perſuaded by Pope La af,  D. 1108 
who had written to him, to ſhew him the Neceſſity of makes war 
it, and what a noble aud memorable Benefit it would againft Herr 
be to his Country to ſuppreſs the Duke and theſe rebel-7 
lious Earls; he upon this with a great Army, paſſes 
into Normandy; and after many Difficulties and the 
Loſs of many worthy Men, came to a pitched Battle 
near the Caſtle of Texechbray, where he defeated his tt is quelled 
Enemies; by which England won Normandy; and by 
Computation, on the ſame. Day, forty Years before, 
on which Normandy won Exgland: Thus a Norman 
Duke conquered the Kingdom of Ezgland, and an Exg- 
King ſubdued Normandy. 
King Heury having gained the Dutchy of Normandy, A. D. nos, 
returned to Eugland, and brought his Brother Rupert 
over with him, and committed him Priſoner to Car- 
fe Caſtle, who, as ſome report, attempted to make 
his Eſcape ; for which the King ordered his Eyes to 
be put out. In this miſerable Condition the Duke con- 
ſinued a Priſoner for twenty fix Yeats, | 8 
bog Hey having eſtabliſhed his Power, and finiſh- 4. P. 1108. 
ed all Foreign Conteſts, reſolved to make his Subjects | 
more eaſy.; to accompliſh which, he redreſs'd many 
evil Practices, beginning with his own Court. The 
Multitude which followed the Court uſed to commit 
peat Diſorders ; behaving themſelves rudely towards 
the Wives and Daughters of the Country People; for 
the Remedy of which the King publiſhed an Edict, in 
wich it was ordained, that whoever was found guilty 
nt theſe, or the like Practices, ſhould loſe his Eyes, his 
Hands, Feet, bre Members; which being execut- 
el 0n ſome, deterred others from ſuch Offences; and 
Vor- 1. JL that 
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that every falſe Coyner. ſhould ſuffer Caſtration, or the 
Loſs of his Eyes. But while the King was making theſ: 
Regulations, Philip, King of Fance, died, and wy 
ſucceeded by Lewis his Son; who ſoon ſhewed that he 
was no Friend to King Henry; for which Reaſon the 
4. D. 1108. King failed into Normandy, to put that Dutchy in: 
The King Poſture of Defence againſt a ſuſpected Man. The 
_— wy King commanded his Nephew Milliam, Son to bis 
| Brother Robert, to be taken into Cuſtody ; but the 
young Prince, by the Means of Elias his Tutor, made 

his Eſcape, and was carried to the Court of France. 
And returns. The next Summer, a little before WH hitſuntide, the 
A. P. 1109. King returned to Englaud, and held his Court with 
Henry the extraordinary Splendor, at Heſtainſter, where the Em- 
Empmror peror's Ambaſſadors waited on him, to deſire hi 
and Matilda Daughter Matilda in Marriage. The King agreed to 
eſpouſed. the Propoſal, and the Articles were ſoon fign'd. And 
to raiſe a Portion for her in ready Money, the King 
laid a Tax of three Shillings upon every Hide of 
Land in England, which according to Dr. Brady's Con. 
pos, amounts to 824850 Pounds of our preſent 
oney; enough, well managed, topurchaſe the Empire, 
About this Time Learning began to be reſtor'd in 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, by the Means of Fofred 
£ 2.111 Abbot of Croyland, who ſent Gilbert, his Fellow 
etre in Monk, and Profeſſor of Divinity, and three other 
me ef cen. Monks, who underſtood Philoſophy and other Sciences 
re. to make open Profeſſion of their Sciences ; for which 
End they hired a publick Barn; in which they readto 
their Scholars, who flock'd to them both from the 
Town and Country, till at length they became fo ver] 
numerous, that there was never a Houſe, Church, ot 
Barn, large enough to contain them: This obliged then 
to read apart, making uſe of the beſt Authors in Gram 

mar, Rhetorick and Logick. 

Notwithſtanding the King had much ſecured his 
Territorics by his Alliance with the Emperor, tt 
Fulk Earl of Anjou, by corrupting the Inhabitants, Won 
the City of Conſtance from the King's Obedience. Up 
on which King Henry haſted into Normandy, where be 
uſed great Severities, and put to Death £/ias Earl of 
4.D. 1111. Maine, who held that Country againſt him; which f 
— diſobliged Godfrey Earl of Gant, that he entred into 
| that Earldom, and marrying the Daughter of Elia, 


kept that Country againſt all King Henry's Power. 1 
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the mean Time the King acted with all Policy at Home; 


for Multitudes of Hemings coming into England, be- | 
| ing forc'd hither by vaſt Inundations of the Sea in Flan- The Flew 


ders, theſe were planted in Wales, that they might —— 
prevent the Yelch-Men from being ſo troubleſome. 


| The King gave them the Country of Kos, muß about 


Pembroke and [Haverford Weſt, which he had taken 
from the Welch Princes. Theſe Flemings being an In- 
duſtrious and ſtout People, did really prove a ſure De- 
fence againſt the Inſurrections of the Help, manifeſt- 
ing the Excellency of the Roman Policy, in preſerving 
all new Conqueſts by Colonies. The Deſcendents of 
theſe Flemings continue to this Day, being very diffe- 
rent from the native Britains, or Melſp-Men, both in 
Language and Manners. 

After this the King returned to Normandy, made 4. D. 1113 
Peace with Full Earl of Anjou, and permitted his Son 
H'illiam to marry the Earl's Daughter; but he ſent Ko- 
bert Beleſme to England, and committed him Priſoner 
in Warbam Caſtle, where he continued all his Life, 
without being pitied by any Body. _ Henry having 
thus ſubdued Normandy, and made Peace with his 
Neighbours beyond the Seas, returned in a triumphant 
Manner into Ezgland ; and governed this Kingdom, 
and that Dukedom, in perfe& Peace for five Years en- 
ſuing. | 

The King's Affairs being thus ſettled abroad, to quiet 4. D. 1114. 
the turbulent Spirits of the Clergy, he reſolved to el nos 
up all Church Vacancies: Accordingly, on the twenty up. 
fifth Day of April, Ralph, Biſhop of Rocheſter, was 
made Archbiſhop of Canterbury. In the ſame Year, 
Thurſtan, the King's Chaplain, was made Archbiſhop of 
Fork; and ſeveral other Vacancies in the Church were 
filled up; but with too great Partiality to the Normaus, 
and Neglect to the Exgliſp Nation. About this Time he 
the VWelſh began to be troubleſome again, committing woubleſome. 
ſome Ravages in ſeveral Patts of the Borders. This 
ſo provoked the King, that he ſwore that he would ut- 
terly deſtroy all the Men of North Wales and Powiſ- 
land; and immediately marched into their Country 
with a great Army, which he divided into three Parts; 
and ordered one to enter North Hales, another 
South Wales, and the King with the third would enter 
the Heart of the Country. The JF, being in the 

L 2 utmoſt 
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utmoſt Conſternation, and not being able to make 
1 Head againſt the King's Power, fled to the Woods and 
re quleted. Mountains, where many of them were killed, and at 
laſt the reſt ſubmitted to the King, who now, as a Con- 

queror, returned to London in Triumph. 
A. D. 1115. Some Time after the King went into Normandy 
Law pn where he caus'd all the chief Men of that Dukedom 
declared he to ſwear Fealty to his Son William, as his lawful Suc- 
Succeſſor in ceſſor, being then about twelve Years of Age. And 
Na — on the twentieth Day of March, 
And in Eng- at Salisbury, the King ſummoned a grand Council of 
land. all the Biſhops, Abbots, and Nobility of the Kingdom, 
in which they readily complied with the King's Inten- 
tions; and all ſwore Fealty to his Son William, That 
if he ſhould ſurvive his Father, he only ſhould poſſeſs 
the Crown; and that they would faithfully ſerve him 
as King of England. From this Aſſembly ſeveral Wri- 
ters have dated the Original of the High Court of Par- 

liament, in Ezglazd. 

4.D. 1117. About the ſame Time Theobald, Earl of Blaſſis, took up 
Arms againſt the King of France; and King Henry gave 
him Afliſtance : This ſo provoked the King of France, 
that he ſwore he would diſpoſſeſs King Henry of all 
Normandy, and ſet up William, the Son of Duke Ko- 
bert in his Room, many of the Norman Nobility fa- 
vouring the Deſign ; to prevent which, Heury drew 
together a brave Army, and march'd againſt his Ene- 
mies: But they hearing of his Approach, and dreading 
his Power, retired with Precipitation, and left the Coun» 
try free to the Victor. So that there ſeem'd now to be laid 
a Foundation for a laſting Peace and Tranquillity; but 
the King's Joys were ſoon interrupted by the Death of his 
excellent Queen, Matilda, which happened in the eigh- 
teenth Year of his Reign, to the great Grief of the Na- 
tion, who had her in mighty Eſteem, as well for her 
Family, as her Picty, Charity and Munificence. The 
French King now thinking himſelf capable of engaging 
Henry, enter'd Normandy, and laid the Country walte; 
£ 2.1115. which King Henry for a while ſuffer'd, declaring, that 
King again he had learn'd from his valiant Father, to conquer the 
in Arms. Raſhneſs of the Fench, by Patience and Policy; and 
that a good King ſhould not be prodigal of the Blood 
of ſuch Subjects as his: But in a ſhort Time after, he 


found an Opportunity to ſignalize his Valour in Fre 
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; treat Obſtinacy, for ſeveral Hours, till at length the 
ö | now were obliged to give Way. Many of the French £4. 


| Nobility were taken Priſoners, and alſo King Lewis's 
Standard, which the King bought for twenty Marks, 


and kept it as a Token of Victory, 
Triumph to Kovex. During the 
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ral Battle with the French, which was fought with 
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And is de- 


and returned in 
ime of this War 
the Pope called a Council at Rheims, where the Engliſh 


| Biſhops were permitted by the. King to be preſent ; but 


all Complaints were prohibited, and this Charge given 


| to them, to ſalute the Pope in his Name; and only to 
hear the Pope's apoſtolical Precepts, but to bring none 
of his [nventions into his Kingdom. Not long after, 
the Pope came into Normandy, and met the King at 
| Geſors, where he attempted to perſuade him to ſet 
| his Brother Robert at Liberty, and reſtore him and his 
| Son William to the Dukedom of Normandy : But the 
King ſo managed his Affairs by Arguments and Pre- 
| ſents, that the Pope approv'd of all he had done; and he 
| was eſteemed by the Pope and the Cardinals, as a moſt 


eloquent Orator; and all his Actions very juſtifiable. 

And now the Pope made uſe of his Abilities and Au- 

thority, to eſtabliſh a Peace between the two Kings, 4. P. 1120. 
which was concluded in the following Year, without 3 
any Exception or Difficulty; all the Forts and Caſtles 

taken in the War being delivered up, and Priſoners on 

both Sides ſet at Liberty. 

Upon this the King returned into Exgland, having The King 
been abſent above four Years : Accordingly, on the F. 
twenty ſixth Day of November he ſail'd from Barflear, 6 
and landed in FA land the Day following: But the 
King's and the Mtn Joy, tor this happy Arrival, 
was ſoon turned to Lamentation ; for Prince William, 
tie Joy of his Father, and the Hope of the Nation, 
being attended by his Brothers and Siſters, and man 
of the young Nobility, was caſt away, and none eſ- His Son 
caped but the meaneſt of the Company, who were enn 
ſaved by ſwimming on the main Matt, as it were, on- Noblliey loſt 
ly to give a Relation of this tragical Story. This was at Sea. 
the molt unfortunate Shipwreck that ever happened in 
our Seas; for in it periſhed, beſides Prince William, 

Richard, his natural Brother, his Siſter Matilda, Ri- 
herd Earl of Cheſter, with his Lady Lacy, the King's 
Necie by his Siſter Adela, Otwel the Earl's Brother, 
the young Duke's. Governor, divers of the King's 

L 3 great 
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great Officers of State, and many of the chief Nobi. he h 


lity, to the Number of one hundred and ſixty Perſons, WW was 
The King was ſo ſenſibly touched with this Mic. ſays: 
fortune, that it occalioned ſome to report, that he too 
was never ſeen to laugh after it. However, the Grand wou! 
A. P. ir. Council at London prevailed on the King to attempt and 
The King to repair this great Loſs by a new Iflue ; accordingly with 
mt he married Adeliza, Daughter of Geoffrey, Duke of Li. nour 
vaiz; but ſhe never bore him a Child. | for { 
In this Year the Helſh began again to be troubleſome tion, 
to the 1055 - for Griff Prince of North Male, on p 
ſent his two Sons into Cheſhrre, where they burnt two obtai 
Caſtles, flew many of the Inhabitants, and made grea WW Law 
Devaſtations. Upon which the King marched int» {MW Abu! 
Wales, and after ſome Loſſes on both Sides, a Peace wou! 
was concluded; Prince Griffin being obliged to givea i their 
thouſand Head of Cattle and Hoſtages- Then the WF Ki 
King having appointed the Lord F:7z-warrez, Lieute- Quee 
D 1:22, nant of the Marches, returned to Euglaud. Not long ter / 
1 after, William Corbett a Benedictine Abbot of a new dow. 
founded Abbey, was made Archbiſhop of Canterbur), in brouf 
the Room of Kalph deceaſed. ed a 
A. Pz. The Normans: |till repining at Robert's Captivity, re- Nati 
ſolved to ſet up his Son Milliam in his Room. Kober: WM femb! 
Earl of Mellent was the chief in this Action. This Earls 
cauſed the King to haſten into Normandy, where he im- he ſh 
mediately beſieged the Caſtle of Poat- Audomar, and ceive 
took it; and then fortified many of his own Caſtles to King 
prevent their being ſurprited by the Enemy. Hag, might 
Earl of Moniſort, and others of Power, joined Earl marti 
Alcllear, and enter'd Normændy with Fire and Sword; Anjon 
but William Tankerville, the King's Chamberlain, lo the 
„ D. IZA. march'd againſt them, drew them into an Ambulcade, King 
beat their Forces, and took both the Earls Priſoners; gainſt 
thus a Stop was put to theſe Wars for ſome Time. who 
A. P.n:5. John de Crema, a Cardinal, and a Legate from Pope put 11 
Honorins, came into Euglaud, in the King's Abſence, bein 
but with his Licence, to redreſs the great Abuſe, asit midab 
was term'd, of the Clergy's retaining the Society by thi 


Or their Wiyes ; and for this End he held a general 
Synod at London, where he ſeverely inveighed againlt 
the Marriage of Prieſts, declaring, * That it was 4 
2 horrid Sin for a Prieſt to riſe from the Bed of Lult, 
b with a lawful Wife, and touch the Sacrament 0! 
the Body at Chriſt,” Vet the Night following, * 

| 6 


revol | 


Nohj. 
erſons. 

Mil 
hat he 
Grand 
tempt 
rdinghy 
of Ly 


leſome 
Wales, 
It two 
e great 
1 
Peace 
given 
en the 
Jleute- 
t long 
ne 
ary, in 


ty, te- 
Kobert 
This 
1e im- 
and 
les to 
Hap, 
d Earl 
word; 
erlain, 
ſcade, 
ners; 

IC. 
Pope 
ſence, 
„a8 It 
cieiy 
eneral 
gaintt 
vas 3 
Luſt, 
nt ot 
after 
he 


The Reign of King HE NRv J. 151 


ne himſelf had celebrated Maſs, this chaſte Cardinal 
was taken in Bed with a common Strumpet ; which 
| ſays Huntington, was too notorious to be denied, and 
too wicked to be conceal'd. Upon this the Clergy 
| would pay no Regard to his Canons and Regulations; 
and this hypocricical Cardinal was obliged to return 

with much more Shame than he came hither with Ho- 
nour. By this Wickedneſs of the Cardinal the Clergy 
| for ſome Time enjoy'd their Wives without Moleſta- 
tion, till in the Year 1129, the King call'd a Synod 

on purpoſe to ſettle the Celibacy of the Clergy ; and 
obtained Power to have the ſole Execution of this The cenba- 
| Law himſelf; but inſtead of reſtraining the pretended cy of the 
| Abuſe, the King made an Advantage ot it; for all that g 
would pay him for it, had Licence granted to enjoy g 
their Wives as formerly. 


King Heury having no Proſpect of Iſſue by his new 4 b. 1127. 


Queen, was deſirous to leave the Crown to his Daugh- 
ter Matilda, Empreſs of Germany, now lately a Wi- 


dow. In order to effect this great Work, the King 

brought Matilda into England; and at Windſor ſummon- 

ed a Parliament, conſiſting of all the chief Men of the 

Nation, beſides David King of Scotland, in this Aſ- : 
ſembly he prevailed on all the Biſhops , Abbots , Arien 
Earls and Barons, to take a ſolemn Oath, That if — 
he ſhould die without Male Iſſue, they would re- 

ceive his Daughter Matilda for their Queen: David 

King of Scotland took the ſame Oath. Then that he 

might ſtrengthen her Intereſt by Foreign Alliance, he Who is mar- 
married her to Feoffry, ſirnamed Plantagenet, Earl of — 
Anjou. And tho? this Marriage was not very pleaſing j. 

lo the Empreſs, or Nation in general; yet thereby the 

King ſecured his Intereſt with the Earl of Anjon, a- 

gainſt the growing Power of his Nephew William; 

who by the Trench King's Aſſiſtance, had lately been 

put in Poſſeſſion of the Earldom of Flanders; and 

being ſo nearly allied to the Crown, began to be for- 

midable to King Henry; who being thus ſtrengthned 

by this new Alliance, entred France by Normandy, as 4, D. 1128. 
tar as Eſparne, where he continued for eight Days. 

This ſo terrified the King of France, that he with- 

drew his Aſſiſtance from young William. Then 

King Heary cauſed Theodorick Landgrave of Alſatia, 

to ſet up againſt William. Upon this many Towns 


tevolted to the Landgrave, of which Aloſt was one: 
| L 4 This 
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This young William befieged, and had taken it, had he 

not been prevented by being wounded with a Lance 

in the Wriſt, which immediately turning toa Gangrene, 

trilliam, Son kill'd him within five Days Time. 1 this very 
coup og Time we find no conſiderable Action of King Heyry, 
4 P. 1130. In the thirtieth Lear of his Reign he took another 
Journey into Normandy, and met Pope Innocent at Char. 

zes, and acknowledged him for lawful Pope, though 
Amnacletus was at that Time poſſeſſed of the See of 

Rome. And when he had ſtay'd about a Year in Nor- 

mandy, he returned to England, and with him the Em: 

ow his Daughter. Not long after their Arrival, the 

ing called a Parliament at Northampton, where they 

again took an Oath of Fealty to her; after which ſhe 

was ſent back to her Husband; and in leſs than two 

Years ſhe bore him a Son, whom ſhe named Henry, 

This ſo pleaſed the King, that he ſummoned the chief 

Men of the Kingdom, and again appointed her and her 

Heirs to be his Succeſſors, cauſing them all to take an 

A.D. 1133. Qath to obſerve this Ordinance. fo this Year, on the 
third of Auguſt, the King took Shipping to paſs over 
into Normandy, on which Day there happened a very 
great Eclipſe of the Sun, ſo that many Stars were 
ſeen ; which Eclipſe was followed with a terrible 
Earthquake two Days after. Theſe were judg'd by 
ſome to be the fatal Preſages of the Deaths of thoſe 
two Princes, that not long after enſued. The firſt was 
that of Robert, Duke of Normandy, the King's eldelt 
Brother, who, at a very advanced Ape, died in Car- 
diffe Caſtle, in Wales, after twenty fix Years Impri- 
ſonment. He was buried in the Cathedral Church at 
Glocefter, where his Tomb remains to this Day. In 
A. D. 1135. the next Year he was followed by his Brother, King 
— Heng Henry, who took a Surfeit by eating of Lampreys, 
; which occaſioned his Death, after ſeven Days IIInels; 
during which Time he declared, that he left all his 
Dominions to his Daughter Matilda, by a lawful and 
perpetual Succeſſion. Ihen he commanded his Debts, 

and all Servants Wages to be paid: All Forfeitures and 

Fines to be remittcd ; all Exiles and ſeiz'd Eftates to 

be reſtored. Thus having made his Will, and done al 

Things neceſſary, he departed this Life on the ſecond 

Day of December, and in the ſeventy eighth Year of 

his Age, having reigned thirty five Years, three 
Months, and one Day. His Body was embalm'd, and 

| brought 


'A. D. 1134 
Duke Robert 
airs, 


$ very 
Henry, 
nother 
Har- 
hough 
dee of 
Nor. 
e Em: 
u, the 
e they 
ch ſhe 
1 two 
eur). 
chief 
1d her 
e an 
n the 
Over 
very 
were 
errible 
d by 
thoſe 
t was 
eldeſt 
Car- 
mpri- 
ch at 
3 
King 
prey, 
nels; 
1 his 
| and 
ebts, 
Sand 
es to 
e al! 
cond 
ar of 
three 

and 
ught 


lm rw oa, ww 


e 
7 


DD 


l 


DJ 


W 


ny 


— — 


— > - — — 
— —— — — — — — 
— — — 
— ü , 
— 
— — — - — 
- - _ _ —— *% . * — — 
_— * — 


—— 


23722222222 2222222 2222222222222 22222282282289228 TELLS 


broug 
buried 
in Be! 
the fir 
felt al 


N 
ter ret 
on wil 
_phew 
ſolved 


that ſ 
man. 


were 
had m 
their ( 


5eject 


The Reign of King HENRy I. 


brought over to England, where it was honourably 
buried on Chriſtmas Day, in the Abby of Reading 
in Berkſhire. This was the End of the Great Henry 
the firſt, under whoſe long Reign, the Nation ſcarcely 
felt any Foreign Invaſion or Domeſtick InſurreQion, 
excepr ſome inconſiderable Incurſions of the Welfp, 
by which Means Eugland became a Place of Refuge 
and Sanctuary to the Afflicted and Diſtreſſed of "4 
reign Nations. 


The Reign of King STEPHEN. 


— 


Y the Death of King Henry the Male Iſſue of the 4. 9.7135 
B Norman Line became extin&, and only a Daugh- Spe 
ter remained, who was married to a French Man. Up- made King, 
on which Stephen Earl of Bolagne and Mortagne, Ne- | 

phew to the late King, by Adela his fourth Siſter, re- 
ſolved to take the Advantage of Mazilda's Abſence, 
and ſet up his own Title. Accordingly he haſtned in- 
to Eaglaud, where the Inhabitants of Dover and Can- 
terbury fortified themſelves againſt him; but at London 
he was received, and within thirty Days after Heury's 
Death, he was crowned King at Weſtminſter, by Wil- 
lam Corbett, Archbiſhop of Canterbury. The chief of 
the Nobility and Biſhops had engaged themſelves by 
Oath, ſeveral Times repeated, to accept Matilda for 
their Queen, after King Hexry's Deceaſe : But when 
he was dead, and the Awe of his Power removed, 
they found out many Shifts to evade their Oaths, tho? 
none ſtrong enough to ſave them from Perjury. The 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury alledged, that it was not fit 
that ſo many great Peers ſhould be Subject to a Wo- 
man. Roger Biſhop of Salisbury declared, that they 
were diſcharged from their Oaths, becauſe the King 
had married his Daughter out of the Realm, without 
their Conſent : But the moſt prevailing Argument to 
eject the Empreſs, and make Stephen King, was _— 

hat 


UL 


| 
( 
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That he had great Poſſeſſions both in England and a pe 

France: That his eldeſt Brother was a Prince of grex MW give 

Power, being Earl of Blois, and his youngeſt Brother 1 Tj 

was Biſhop of W:zcheſter, and the Pope's Legate in 

England, and of very great Intereſt with the Nobility, 

who then were guided by the Clergy, who werealmol! 

to a Man for Stephen. Beſides, Stephen himſelf waz 

a very comely, and graceful Perſonage, of an affa- 

ble and courteous Deportment, and of admirable Cou- 

rage and Activity, which greatly recommended him 

to the Nobility, who thought it far better to prefer 

one to the Crown, whole Title was weak, becauſe 

thereby they might better ſecure their ancient Liberty, 

than by one that ſhould come to it by Hereditary Right, 

Stephen readily made them large Promiſes to reſtore to 

them all their antient Privileges, both in Church and 

State; and this he confirmed by ſolemn Oath, before 

the Archbiſhop, for his Performance. As foon as 

Stephen was in Poſſeſſion of the Crown, and had 

ſecured his Uncle's Treaſure, which amounted to an 

ap... hundred thouſand Pounds in ready Money, belides 2 

men! cad great Quantity of Plate and Jewels, he called a Parlia- 

z: 0+ford, ment at Oxford, where he ſign'd and ſeal'd the Charter of 

N Privileges he before promiſed; in the Preface of which 

. ne declares, that he obtained the Crown by Election of 

the Clergy and People of Ezgland; the Tenor of the reſt 

was, that the Clergy ſhould have all their former Li- 

berties, and that the Laity ſhould be freed from all their 

Tributes and other Grievances of which they complained; 

to confirm which, he took an Oath in the Preſence of 

the whole Aflembly : Whereupon the Biſhops and 

Peers {wore Fealty to him, on this Condition, that he 
faithfully obſerved the Tenor of this Charter. 

S:ephen now thinking himſelf ſecured of the Fide- 

lity of his People, and that they were intirely in his 

Intereſt, gave Liberty to all Men, to build Caſtles up- 

on their own Lands, to ſecure themſelves and the Na- 

tion from any Invation ; for two Ways he expected 

Diſturbance to his Government, 28. from Scotland 

and Frauce. Scotland began the Quarrel, and firſt invaded 

England; for David, King of Scotland, thought him- 

felt obliged by the ſtrongeit Ties of Conſanguinity and 

Oaths to endeavour to reitore his Niece Matilda to het 

Right; he took Carliſle and Newcaſtle, and put Gant: 


bus in them, againſt whom King S:cphez marched wich 
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a powerful Army. 
{ diverſe Reports; yet all agree, that in a very little 
Time 2 Peace was concluded, by which David (till 
enjoyed Carliſle, and his Son Heury the Earldom of 
* Huntington, tor which he did Homage to King Stephen. 
At his Return from the Norzh, he found, that ſome of 
his Nobility had revolted from him, of whom Balduin 
de Reduers was the chief, who fortified the City and 
Caltle of Exeter: And the Helſb made great Devaſta- Many Trou- 


E utmolt Trouble and a great 
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Concerning this War there are 


tions on the Borders of England. To quell theſc he,! 


Miſchiefs, King Stephen marched with his Forces a- 


gainit Exeter, beſieged the City, and reduced it; and 
baniſhed Baldtuin and his 14 and then, with the 

oſs, the Hel were 
brought to Reaſon. But King Hephen falling danger- 


j ouſly ſick, fo that it was reported that he was dead, 
this occationed new and great Troubles both Abroad 


and at Home; tor by this his Friends were put into 
Confution, and diſheartned with Fears; and his Ene- 
mies were embolden'd and ſeiz'd on his Dominions, 
both in England and Normandy. Hugh Biggott fortified 
himſelf in the Caſtle of Norwich: The Welſb plun- 
dred the neighbouring Exgliſh, and the Earl of Anjou 
took this Opportunity, and ſeiz'd on ſeveral Places and 
Parts of Nor mandy. 

The King atter ſome Time recovered, and ſoon con- , ,, 
vinced his Enemics, that he was alive; for he paß. ges 
ſed with his Forces into Normaudy, and in a pitch'd into Ner- 
Battle overcame the Earl of Anjou; upon which all] Y. 
the Towns and Caſtles were ſurrendred to him. An 
Alliance was eſtabliſhed between Szephez and Lewis 
King of France : Upon which he created Ex/tace his 
eldeſt Son, Duke of Normandy, and ordered him to 
do Homage to the French King. Ear! Theobald com- 
ounded the — and 3 all Claim for a 

enſion of 2090 Marks per Aunum, and Earl Geof- 
fry, tor a Penſion of I. Marks per Annum, luffered . 
Srephen quietly to enjoy the Crown. The Joy that is 
uſual on ſuch Occaſions was much allay'd by the 
News that was brought him, that Exgland was in a 
Tumult; and that many Peers, taking the Advantage 
of his Abſence, were up in Arms againſt him. As ſoon 
as he received this melancholy Advice, tho? in the 
midit of the Winter, he paſſed over into England, and 
beſieged and took the Caſtle of Bedford. Then march- 
| cd 


456 


Breach of his Oath to his Sovereign 
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ed with all Expedition into Scotland, againſt Daria 
who had enter'd Northumberland, and committed much 
Barbarity; which King Stephen had fully reveng'd, had 
he not been haſtily recall'd back into Ezgland, by | 
very great Defection of the Nobility. The chief of 
their Party was Nobert Earl of Gloceſter, now chief 
Counſellor to the Empreſs Matilda, who ſent threat. 
ning Meſſages to King Stephen, charging him with the 
ady Matilda 
and with drawing him and others into the like Perju- 
ry and Treaſon. Upon which he declar'd Stephen an 
open Enemy to the State ; and himſelf an open Ene- 
my to Stephen. Many Noblemen join'd Robert, of 
whom Milo the King's High Conſtable was one. Rv 
Bert (ſurpriſed the Caſtle of Briſtol, and ſecur'd that 
of Slede, and his Aſſociates did the like in many other 
Places; for Milliam Talbot gariſon'd the Caltle of 
Hereford, William Lovel that of Carie, Paganel the 
Caſtle of Ladlow, William de Mount that of Daaſter, 
Robert de Nichol the Caſtle of Warham and many 
others. Thus theſe Forts that were at firſt ere&ed 
by the King's Permiſſion for the Defence of the Crown 
were now Harbours for his rebellious Subjects. And 


Matilda ſem to make their Deſigns the more feaſible, they ſent for 


for. 


The Scots are manage the 


worked, 


the Empreſs Matilda to come into Euglaud; declaring 
that within five Months ſhe ſhould be put in Poſſeſſion 


of the Crown according to their Oaths. But Szephen 


made Head again(t theſe Rebels, and as ſoon as he 
took any Caſtle from them he order'd it to be imme- 
diately demoliſhed, and thus he proceeded with all Vi- 
gor, until he had taken from the diſcontented Barons, 
the Caſtles of Hereford, Gloceſter, Webley, Briſtol, Dua: 
ley, and Shrewsbary, by which the Power of Earl Ko- 
bert was ſo much weaken'd that he was oblig'd to fly 
into Frauce to the Empreſs his Siſter. | 
In the mean Time Tharſtan, the Archbiſhop of York, 
whom the King had made Lieutenant in the North, to 
ar with David the King of the Scots, 
was no leſs ſucceſsful againſt the Scots; for in a pitch'd 
Battle David's Army was routed by the Exgliſb, and he 
oblig'd to quit the Field. King Stephen having happily 
oy an End to his Domeſtick Troubles, march'd to the 
orth, to proſecute the War which Thurſtan had ſo ſuc- 
celsfully begun. And firſt taking the Caſtle of Leid,, 


he marched into Scotland with all his Force, where in 
a 
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© 1 ſhort Time a Peace was concluded between the two A Peace con- 


Kings: And King Stephen brought with him into Eng- 


(aud the valiant Prince Henry, who at the Siege of Lads 


— 


| tle. 


ſtrip'd them of their Power and Grandeur. 
© which he ſoon found a plauſible Pretence ; for at a "nu. 


 [1y-Caſtle, was pluck'd from his Horſe. with an Iron 


Grapple; but Stephen recqver'd him and won the Caſ- 


preſs his Competitor being ready to come into, Eng- 


land in Perſon, his Jealouſie occaſion'd him to com- 
mit an Error; and this was an impolitick and unſea- 


ſonable Breach between him and thoſe Biſhops, who 
had ſet the Crown upon his Head. Many of them 
having built ſtrong Caſtles, were envied by the Earls 
and Barons, who thereby infus'd ſuch jealous Thoughts 
into the King, that he judg'd himſelf unſafe till he had 


grand Council held at Oxford, the Servants of the Bi- 


© ſhop of Salisbury had a Conteſt with thoſe of Alan, 
© Earl of Bretagne, in which Squabble many were wound- 


ed, and one Knight kill'd. Upon which the King com- 


manded the Biſhops to be conven'd, that they might 


ſatisfy the Court for their Servants Breach of the Peace ; 
and the Satisfaction requir'd was no leſs than the de- 


livering up their Caſtles into his Hands, as a Security 


for their future Fidelity. This they refus'd, upon 
which the King commanded them to be kept cloſe 
Priſoners ; only Nigel Biſhop of Ely eſcap'd and fled 
to the Caſtle of the Deviſes, which the King's For- 


| ces beliege, and in three Days Time take it. Up- 
on which the Caſtles of Sherbarn, Saliſbury and Malmſ- 


bury ſurrendred upon the firſt Summons. 


rendred Sleeford-Caſtle into the King's Hands. This 
Att of the King againſt the Church occaſion'd} great 
Debates, Hugh, Archbiſhop of Rover, was of Opinion 
that Biſhops might juſtly be depriv'd of their Caſtles ; 
becauſe they ought to be Miniſters of Peace, and not 
Creators of ſuch Places as were Sanctuaries for their 
Ciſloyal Practices. The King's Brother, the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, and now the Pope's Legate, on the con- 
trary affirm'd, that if Biſhops offend, they were not to 
be tried in the King's Court, but in a publick Synod ; 
and immediately ſummon'd the King his Brother to 

appear 


And now tho' King Szephen ſeem'd well elta- 4. P. 1139. 
© bliſh'd in his Kingdom, yet by the Report of the Em- 


For The King 


a In the Caſtles — _ 
ot the Deviſes and Sherbarn, the King found vaſt their Coll 


dums of ready Money; and the Biſhop of Lzixcolz ſur- ſure. 
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appear in the Council he intended to hold at ¶ inc heſter 
on the 29th Day of Auguſt, at which appear'd moſt gf 
the Biſhops of Ezglazd, with Theobald Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury; where the Legate produc'd the Pope's 
Commiſſion, and then aggravated the King's Crime in 
ſeizing the Biſhops : But Alderic de Ver, a great Lawyer 
urged many Things againſt the Biſhops, as being Mo- 
vers of Sedition, and Correſponders with the King; 
Enemies; and that they were ſeiz'd not as Biſhops, but 
as the King's Servants. The Biſhop of Salisbury denied 
that he was the King's Servant. After many Allegations 
on both Sides, at the King's Requeſt the Cauſe was ad- 
journ'd to the next Day, and to the next after that; and the 
Biſhops finding that the King would not abide by the 
Cenſure of the Canon, they thought it beſt to forbear pro- 
nouncing it: Firſt, becauſe it would be arafh Thing to 
excommunicate their Prince without the Knowledge of 
the Pope; Secondly and principally, becauſe they found 
that the Soldiers were ready to revenge it; upon which, 
the Synod was diffolv'd without coming to any De- 
rermination in this Aﬀair. However, theſe Diviſions 


| between the King and the Biſhops occaſioned many to 


rebel, and incouraged the Empreſs to come over in 
Perſon; who with her Brother Robert landed at Aran 
del in September, having only one hundred aud forty 
Men with them. Adeliza, the Queen Dowager, te- 
ceived em kindly, to whoſe Husband the Caltte be- 
long'd. - After a ſhort Refreſhment, the Earl, with on- 
ly twelve Men paſs'd thro' the Country to Briſtol; at 
which Time King Stephen was belieging of Marlburgh 
Caſtle; but hearing of Matilda's Arrival, he marched 
towards Arundel, upon whoſe Approach Queen Adel. 
24 fearing her Caſtle ſhould be taken, and ſhe made a 
Priſoner, by a Meſſage to the King, declar'd, that ſhe 
was not the Occaſion of the Empreſs's Landing; but 


| ſhe entertain'd them only as her near Relations and an- 


tient Acquaintance; upon which Declaration the King 
cans'd the Empreſs, his Rival, to be honourably con- 
ducted to Briſtol; where ſhe remained for the Space of 
two Months, and then removed to Gloceſter; ſo that 


all thoſe Parts, even to the Borders of Wales ſubmitted 


to the Empreſs before the End of this Year. | 
And now began all the Miſeries of a Civil War, 
and we find nothing but the taking and retaking t 
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and Churches, and all the Marks of Confuſion and 
Deſolation. 
In the mean Time Stephen performed all the Parts 
of a vigilant Commander, and cloſely befieged Ma- 
tilla, and her Brother in Wallingford Caſtle, which 
held out to Admiration. Stephen erected a remarkable 
Tower of Wood, which he furniſhed with Men and 
Proviſions, and then removed to the Siege of Malmeſ- 
byry. His Brother, Biſhop of Wincheſter, was equally 
induſtrious in the King's Behalf ; for inviting ſeveral 
Noblemen to his Palace at Wincheſter, he detained 
them Priſoners, until he had compelled them to ſur- 
render their Forts and Caſtles to the King. In the 
mean Time, Robert took and plundred Worceſter ; Ralph 
Paniel, in Favour of the Empreſs, took, and burnt, 
the Town of Nottingham; and Ranulph, Earl of Che- 
ſter, joined with Robert, which much perplexed the 
King's Affairs. The Empreſs, for the better Security 
of her Perſon, retired to Lincoln, and ſtored that City 
with all Neceſſaries for a long Continuance. Stephen 
marched immediately againſt that City, and beſieged it ; 
and ſoon made himſelt Maſter of it; but the Empreſs 
had found Means to eſcape privately. As ſoon as the 
King had reduced the Country to a peaceable Condi- 
tion, he left that Place. Shortly after his Departure, 
Ranulph, Earl of Cheſter, with his Counteſs and Bro- 
ther, came to Lincoln to keep their Chriſtmas, an Ac- 
count of which the Citizens ſent to the King, to ac- 
quaint him, that now he had a fair Opportunity to ſup- 
preſs both theſe Brothers. The King having received 4: P. 1147. 
this Advice, marched directly thither, and beſieged the 
Caſtle. The Earl made his Eſcape, leaving his Wife 
and Brother behind; and begged the Empreſs's Aſſiſt- 
ance to reſcue them. Upon this Earl Robert and Ra- 
nulph joined all their Forces, and marched to relieve 
their Friends; and on Candlemat Day they appeared in 
Order of Battle near the King's Camp. A dreadful 
Battle enſued, and for ſome Time with doubtful Suc- A great Bar- 
cels, till, in a ſhort Time, the King's Cavalry fled ; de toughe at 
then the Earl of Cheſter fell in with his Horſe on the T. 
King's Foot, and ſoon put them into Diſorder; and 
then to Flight ; who left the King almoſt alone, inrag- 
ed both at his Friends Cowardice, and his Enemies 
ducceſs. The Earl of Gloceſter preſerved the Perſon The King 
of his Royal Priſoner from all Violence, and ſent him gr. © 
| | to 
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to the Empreſs at Gloceffer : Thence he was removed 
to Briſtol, where, for a while, he was kept in honoy. 
rable Cuſtody ; but afterwards he was ingloriouſly fe. 
tered with Irons. 

The Empreſs, having ſecured the King's Perſon, tri. 
umphed in her Fortune, and as ſole . of the 
Nation, commanded in all Affairs, and diſpoſed of all 
Dignities and Offices, according to her own Will and 
Pleaſure. The States-Men reſolved to run with the 
Stream, their Faith turning with their Fortunes, aban- 
doned Stephen, and paid their Allegiance to the Em- 
preſs: The Kentiſe Men, to their eternal Honour, 
only excepted, where Stephen's Queen, Matilda, and 
William de Ypres, maintained his Cauſe to the utmoſt 
of their Power. Nor was King Stephen deſerted only 
in England, but alſo Normandy caſt off his Subjection; 
for Geoffry of Anjou, Husband to the Empreſs, induc- 
ed the Normans to his Party; and David King of Scat. 
land, ſeized upon the County of Northumberland. Du- 
ring theſe Tranſactions, the Empreſs to eſtabliſh her 
Power, repaired to Wincheſter, where ſhe [wore to the 


Biſhop, the King's Brother, that if he, and the Glergy | 


would receive her as their lawful Queen, he, the Bi- 
ſhop, ſhould order and direct all the great Affairs of 
the Nation, and diſpoſe of all Biſhopricks and Abbies, 
This was alſo promiſed by the Earl of Gloceſter, and 
ſeveral of the Nobility, This was an Argument fut- 
ficient to prevail on the Biſhop to renounce his Bro- 
ther, and accept and acknowledge the Empreſs Queen 
of England. And the next Day, in the Preſence of 
the Empreſs, many Biſhops, Abbots, Barons and 
Knights, the Legate- curſed thoſe that were againſt her, 
and bleſſed all that were on her Side; abſolving the 
obedient, and excommunicating the reſt. From Win- 
cheſter ſhe went to Wilton, and was recogniſed by 
Theobald, Archbiſhop of Canterbury. Shortly after 
this holy Legate was pleaſed to ſummon a general 
Council of the Clergy, at Wincheſter, where in a pub- 
lick Speech he declared, © That his Brother was only 
admitted to the Throne for the Peace of the Na- 
« tion, until the Ernpreſs could conveniently come in- 
* to England; That under his Adminiſtration, the 
* Church was in great Danger; That the Right of 
« electing and ordaining Kings was intirely in the 
„Power of the Prieſts; That he therefore, by his ** 
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fine Authority, had called together that Afſembly ; and 

d „ that they had elected Matilda Queen of Euglaud, 
- « the Daughter of the peaceable and glorious King 
- I © Henry, to whom they had ſworn, during his Life, 
« to ſettle her in the Succeſſion.“ The next Day the 
Citizens of London came to the Council, in Obedience 
e tothe Legate's Summons, where they declared, that they 
came only to petition, that their Lord the King might 
d de delivered out of Prifon. To ſecond this Petition, a 
c WE Chaplain of way Stephen's Queen offered a. Letter to 
- the Legate from her, which, , becauſe he refuſed to com- 
| municate to the Aſſembly, he read it himſelf, in which 
„me Queen earneſtly begged of the Clergy, © particularly 
dc the Biſhop of Wincheſter, her Lord's Brother, to re- 
t © fore him to the Kingdom, whom his wicked Sub- 
jed had calt into Priton.” To both which Petitions 
; the Legate made no dirc& Anſwer, but proceeded to 
E excommunicate inany of the King's Party; and ſo after 


- WT three Days Seſſion only, the Council was diſſolved. 
a From Milton the Empreſs went to Reading, where 
r Kobert D' Oyly came and offered to her the Caltle of Oæ- 
e ford, which ſhe received with the Homage of that Ci- 
Jh, and the Country round about. I hence ſhe. went 


7, 3 


to St. Albans, where many Londoners came to offer her 
| the City, where ſhe repaired, and at Weſtminſter the he Em- 
ſtaid ſome Days, to give ſome, Directions and Orders prels comes 
about the State and Affairs of the Nation. And do Len. 
now all Petitions in Favour of Stephen were rejected 
by the Emprets with great Haughtineſs, and even the 
Lezate's, in Favour of Prince Euſtace, that he might en · 
joy his Father's Honours and Lands in Normandy. The 
Londoners deſired her to mitigate the over-hard Laws of 
her Father, and put thoſe of King Edward in full 
Force, All theſe ſhe abſolutely denied, which, ſhe being 
in an unſettled State, prov'd very impolitick and per- 
nicious; for firſt the Queen ſent to her Son Euſtace, 
that their Suits muſt be obtained only by War, defiring 
| him to ſtrengthen his Party by the Afliſtance of the 
- loyal Kextiþ Men: The Biſhop of Wincheſter was 
ö too haughty to bear a Refuſal; the Loxdoxers, en- 
laged at their late Repulſes, endeavoured to make the 
- Empreſs their Priſoner, and ſo redeem Stephen; but 
ee tearing of their Deſign, fled ſecretly in the Night, gu a 
f aud retired to Oxford. Several of the Nobility were from thence. 
e dicontented at their being ſo little taken notice of by 
Vor. . 8 | "a 
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the Empreſs. Thus the Affections of all, who juſ 
before eſteemed her as Fortune's Darling, and thei; 
own only —_— began to cool towards her. The 
Biſhop abſolved all whom before he had -excommy. 
nicated, and turned his former Curſes into Bleflings, 
and accuſed the Empreſs of Perjary. Then he ſtor. 
ed the- Caſtles of Waltham, Ferubam, and incbe. 
fer with Men and Ammunition, for King Srepben 
Uſe, and earneſtly ſolicited the diſcontented Londoner; 
"heſe Things obliged the 'Empreſ 
to haſten to Gloceſter, to confer with her great Friend 


Milo, whom ſhe created Earl of Hereford. She return. 


ed to'Oxford, and aving got together what Forces ſhe 
could, ſhe marched directly to Wincheſter, accompy 
nied with her Uncle David, King of Scotland, her Bro- 
ther Robert, and many of the Nobility : when ſhe came 
to the City, ſhe ſent for the Biſhop to come to her 
with all Speed; but he thinking it not ſafe, returned an 
equivocal Anfwer, that he would prepare himſelf, as if 


he deſigned to follow them; but he got out of the Cit 


and prepared her Ruin; for with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Queen Marilda, and her Son Euſtace, the Kentiſh Men, 
the Londoners, and William de res, he made good his 
Party; himſelf and Friends remained in the City, while 
the Empreſs and her Nobility defended themſelves in the 
Caſtle. Shortly after, to prevent the Empreſs's Friends 
in the City from doing her any Service, he command- 
ed the City to be ſet on fire, by which the great Nun- 
nery, the Convent of St. Grimbald, above twenty 
Churches, and the greateſt Part of the City was con- 
ſumed to Aſhes. 
beſieged ſeven Weeks, defired to remove her Quarters 
for Fear of falling into her Enemies Hands ; and with 
a great deal of Difficulty ſhe marched out with her 
Brother Reginald, and many other Friends, beſides Earl 
Robert, who brought up the Rear with two bund 
ſtout Fellows. The King's Forces perſued them, flew 
many of them, and took others Priſoners; but ſhe by 
good Fortune eſcaped to the Caſtle of Lurgurſbat, and 

om thence to the Deviſes, where finding ſhe was ſtil 
in Danger, ſhe was obliged to be carried from thence 
to Gloceſter, in a Coffin like a dead Corpſe : But Earl A 
bert, while he was more careful of her Security than 
his own, was taken Priſoner, and carried back to Hm 
chefter ; and the Biſhop preſented him to Queen 1 
” 2 g a 
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The Reign of King STE EHE N. 
„lla, who committed him to the Cuſtody of Milliam de 
Ipres, and for Security he was ſent to Rocheſter, who 


in the Space of ſix Months was exchanged for the And ex- 
King. And not long after the Biſhop of Wincheſter, oo for 


that he might compleat the Empreſs's Ruin, ſummon- 
ed a Synod to meet at Weſtminſter; where after ſome 
Time was ſpent in reading the Pope's Letters, and 
hearing King Stephen's Complaints concerning his hard 
Uſage, the good Legate endeavoured to juſtify his own 


Proceedings; alledging, that he had received the Em- The Legate's 
preſs by Compultion, not Choice; and that now he was Hypocriſy. 


ready to excommunicate all who favour'd the Cauſe of 
the Empreſs : and that he now; in the Behalf of God 
and the Pope, commanded all to aſſiſt with their whole 


into England, and that her impriſoning the King was 


„ **»2 # F\ 


ſolicit her Husband Geofry for her Aſſiſtance: He ſent 
his Son Henry and a ſinall Force with Robert into Eug- 
land. The Empreſs in his Abſence had ſtrongly forti- 
fied her ſelf in Oxford : Stephen cloſely beſieged her 
for two Months, ſo that whatever Strength or Strata- 


ſem could perform on either Side, was there put in 


Traftice; till at Length Want made them think of a 


Surrender. The Empreſs being reduced to this Ex- The Em. 
tremity, once more undertook a. dan 
for clothing her ſelf and a ſelect Company in white Li- «cape. 
nen Garments, ſhe iſſued ſecretly by 


ight out of a Po- 


Robert, the following Year, went into Normandy to 4. P. 114. 


gerops Atrempe ; Rees 


ſtern Gate, and having paſſed the River, then frozen 
over, ſhe ran on Foot through Ice, Snow, Ditches and 
Vallies for five Miles, as far as Abington, and there 
took Horſe, and the ſame Night got to the Caſtle of 
Wallingford. In the mean Time Earl Kobert and Prince 
Henry, with their Forces, had lain Siege and faken Har- 
ban Caſtle, with Deſign to divert the King from the 
diege of Oxford; but hearing of the Empreſy's ſtrange 

ih M 2 Eſcape, 
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E ſcape, he haſtened to her, with her Son Herry, whoſe 
Sight for a Time made her forget the many Troubles 
and Difficulties ſhe had ,endur'd. The next Year the 
Legate, Biſhop of Vincheſter, held a Synod, in Loxdsy 

| to ſecure the Church, at which the aß was preſent; 
ordinance in in which it was ordain'd, © That whoſoever laid vio- 
Favour of the& Jent Hands upon any one in holy Orders, ſhould not 
ders. e be abſolved but by the Pope himſelf, aud that, only in 
« his Preſence,” This was a moſt ſeaſonable Ordi- 
nance for the Clergy; for by this they were ſecure, 
while the reſt of the Nation were murdring of each o- 
ther in a moſt dreadful Manner; for a diſmal civil War 
was furiouſly carried on in moſt Parts of the Nation, 
which continued for ſeveral Years. During which 
Time ſeveral Towns and Caſtles were ſurrendred, ta- 
ken and retaken on both Sides; but to the moſt Advan- 
tage on Stephen's; for the Empreſs having loſt her Ge. 
nerals, the two famous Earls, Robert of Gloceſter, and 
ne Ems Milo of Hereford, left England, and retir'd to Normandy 
England. to her Husband, with whom ſhe continued till his Death, 
1147” Upon the Departure of the Empreſs, ſome of the 
Barons ſwore Allegiance to King Stephen's Son Es- 
ſtace. The King went to Lincoln, and for a while kept 
his Court there, and to ſnew his Grandeur, as well as 
Courage, he wore his Crown in that City, which no 
King before him durſt do, being deterred by a cer- 
tain ſuperſtitious Prophecy foretelling Death, or ſome 
extraordinary Misfortune to any Prince who attempted 
Prince 7ez- it, King Stephen now enjoying all the Quiet and Plex 
Zela ſure of a well-ſecured Crown, was interrupted in hi 
Satisfaction, by Prince Henry, who with a ſelect Army 

came over into England, to make one Attempt more 
for a Crown; and was immediately joined by the dif 
contented Earl of Cheſter, Roger Son of the deceaſed 
Milo, and by many others. . marched into the 
North to meet his Couſin, David King of Scotland; 
who received him hqnourably, and knighted him. He 
paſſed into Normandy to regulate ſome Affairs, where 
he ſtaid not long before his Father Geofry died, and le 
him in Poſſefſion both of the Dukedom of Norman, 
and the Earldom of Azjoz: And to add to his grow: 
115:. ing Greatneſs, in the eighteenth Year of his Age, be 
married the famed Elianor, Dutcheſs of Gxienne and 
_ Aquitaia, who had been lately divorced from Lewss King 
ot France, after ſhe had born him two * 
2 Aan | ont 
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The Reign of King STEPHEN. 


Lewis, for Fear of Male Iſſue by this Marriage, was 
highly incenſed with Duke Fleury; and Stephen alſo 
fearing his Power, both of them , ſought all Methods 
to diminiſh it. Lewis and Exſfizce oppoſed him a- 
broad, and Stephen in Eugland; where, to ſecure the 


Succeſſion, and to cut off all Hopgs from Prince Henry, king endea- 


uſtace with the Eug- voursto have 
his Son En- 


dl at London, and commanded Theobald the Archbiſhop“ n 


he endeavour'd to inveſt Prince 
liſ Diadem. To effect which, he call'd a grand Coun- 


of Canterbury to crown his Son Exſtace, Which he pe- 
remptorily refus'd. The King enrag'd at this, ſhut up all 
the Biſhops, with the Primate, iu one Houſe, but the lat- 
ter made his Eſcape, and fled into Normandy. The 
King ſeiz'd upon all his Lands and Poſſeſſions. King 
Stephen now reſolved to make good his Title to the 
Crown by Force; which was queſtioned by the Church, 
who had before eſtabliſh'd it. Accordingly he beſicg'd 
and took the Caltle of Newberry, fortified Malmsbury, 


and inveſted the Caſtle of Mallingford; and to prevent. 
all Communication, he erected the Cattle of Craumerſe 


againſt it. But Duke Henry having quieted Matters a- 


broad, return'd to England with a conſiderable Force. 
Many of the Nobility joined him, and deliver'd to him 


above thirty ſtrong Caſtles. Then they haſtened to re- 


lieve Mallingſord, where they laid cloſe Siege to the 


King's Forces, and redue'd them to as great Straits as 


thoſe who were within the Town. King Szephen came to 


their Relief: But as both Armies were ready to engage, 
by the Importunities of ſome great Men, they perſuaded 
the King to come to a Parly with the Duke. Upon 


which they had an Interview near Mallingford, where the © 


River of Thames being narrow, they could diſcourſe to- 
gethgr from the oppoſite Banks, A Ceſſation of Arms was 
ſoon agreed on, which was very much to the Prejudice 
of Prince Euſtacę the King's Son; but before he could 


ſew his juſt Reſentments, he died in the eightecnth Year prince Es- 
of his Age, and was buried at Feverſpam by his Mother ace dies. 


Matilda. Upon the Expiration of the aforeſaid Truce, 
King Stephen loſt mayy Caſtles; as Bertwell, Reading, 
Warwick, Stamford, and others. The King, under theſe 
fore Afflictions, began to be more inclined to Peace; 
and this Work was promoted by Archbiſhop Theobald, 
and Heury of H/iacheſter : Upon which agrand Council 


vas ſummoned to meet at H/incheſter, where a Peace King con- 4 | 
cludes 2 1 | 
peace with jl | 

M 3 during Remy. | 


was concluded on theſe Conditions. 1, That Stephen, 
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during his Life, ſhould be King of England. 2. Upon 
his Deceaſe, Henry ſhould ſucceed him as lawful Heir, 
| z That al! Perſons on both Sides ſhould enjoy their 
ſtates, Rights and Titles. 4. That Crown Lands 
ſhould'beretumed, and Poſſeſſions reſtored, 5. That all 
the Caſtles built by ng Permiſſion, being 1117, 
ſhould'be demoliſhed. William, Stephen's ſecond Son, 
was only to enjoy his Father's Poſſeſſions, which he 
had before he was King. At which he was ſo enraged, 
that he entred into a Conſpiracy againſt the Life of 
Duke Henry, which was going to be put in Execution, 
when William's Horſe threw him, and broke his Leg, 
and thus for Want of a Leader the Deſign fail'd. How- 
ever it occaſion'd the Duke to take his Leave of the 
King, and paſs into Normandy, where after a Year's Ab- 
ſence, he was joyfully receiv'd by his Mother, Wife, 
. and all his Subjects. | 
j King Stephen now had a fair Proſpect of reaping all 
. the Sweets of a laſting Peace; accordingly he call'd a 
} Parliament to conſult for the publick Good ; and re- 
ſolves to make a Progreſs into many Parts of the King- 
_ dom, to reform the Miſchiefs that the 8 word had drought: 
1 but was prevented from campleating thoſe laudable 
þ ſigns; for going to meet the Earl of Flanders at Do- 
King Steen der, he fell fick there, and on the 25 Day of 04 
dies. ber died, after a calamitous Reign of eighteen Years, 
nine Months, and ſeventeen: Days, in the fiftieth Year 
of his Age, and was buried by his Wife and Son in the 
Abbey-Church, which himſelf had founded, at Fever- 


ſham. 


The 
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The Reign of King HEN R II. 


HE NRY, ſirnamed Plaxtagenet, tho' he was out of 4. D. 1154, 

England, and a Frenchman by Birth, yet was ad- 

mitted to the Crown of Exgland without any Oppo- 

ſition or Capitulation, He was Son of the Empreſs 

Matilda, who was Grand-Daughter to Queen Margaret, 

the Siſter of Edgar Etheling; lo that in him the Royal 

Line of the Old Exgliſo Saxons was reſtored. Soon atter 

his Arrival, having been detain'd by contrary Winds for  - 

fix Weeks together, he was crown'd by Theobald Arch- Hen. II. 

biſhop of Canterbury at Weſtminſter, Decemb. 20. 1154, cou d. 

in the 234 Year of his — 7 : 
Heury being thus ſettled on the Throne, reſolves to 

make himſelf as eaſy as poſſible in the Enjoyment there- 

of: He therefore began his Reign with all ſuch publick 

AQions, as he knew would get and increaſe the Love 

of his Subjects, the beſt Foundation of Government. 

This was a pradent Proyiſion againſt the King of France, 

who was much diſpleaſed with Hexry, for marrying his 

Wife, and who would take all Opportunities of oppo- 

ſing him. He began with demoliſhing ſeveral Caſtles, 

which had been the Neſts of Rebellion, and reſumed 

ſeveral others to his own Uſe; and alſo ſuch Lands 

and Eſtates as had been alienated from the Crown. Ha- 

ving proceeded thus far by Virtue of his Regal Autho- 

rity, that he might preſerve: good Government, and re- 

move even the very Suſpicion of his Deſign to act in 

an arbitrary Manner, he choſe a Council out of the wiſ- He chuſetha 

eſt and graveſt Men of his Kingdom, who could beſt Council 

inform him of the State of the Nation. The Empreſs, 1155 

his Mother, one of the moſt experienc'd Ladies of the 

Age, was the chief of his Cabinet-Council. The King 

now by the Advice of this Council atſembled a Par- And calls 

liament at Wallzgford; where, after having receiv'd the Parliament 

Fealty of the whole Nation, who likewiſe ſwore to 

the Succeſſion of his two Sons William and Heury, he 

confirm'd the Laws of St. Edward, and the antient 

M 4 Cuſtoms 


168 


1156. 


The Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 


Cuſtoms of the Kingdom, and granted a Charter of Li. 
berties. But what pleas'd the People molt, was an A& 
to baniſh and expel Strangers, eſpecially Flemings and 
Prcards,” whom King Stephen had brought in, and who 
were very inſolent and burdenſom to the Nation. 
King Heury having thus happily ſettled the Affairs of 
England, went into Frauce to King Lewis, and did 
1 to him for Normandy, Aguitain, Anjou, Main, 
and Tourain; which were partly his own Patrimony, 


and partly the Inheritance of Eleanor his Queen. But 


hip with theturn'd to England, and at 
King of dt ſnip with 77 


he unjuſtly diſpoſſeſs'd his Brother Geoffry of all his 
Territories, and oblig*d him to accept of an Annuity 
of a thouſand Pounds Exgliſb Money, and two thouſand 
Pounds Azjoxviz Money; which in the third Year was 
Then King Henry re. 
t Cheſter he contracts a Friend- 
lcolm King of Scotland; upon which Mal 


colm ſurrendred the City of Carliſle, Newcaſtle upon 
Tine, and that of Bamboronugh, and King Henry reſtored 


1158. 
The King 
crown'd a- 
gain at Lin- 
co 


And at Wor- crown'd- at Morceſter upon Eaſter Sun 


cefter. 
1159. 


to him the Earldom of Huntington in England. 
Vet notwithſtanding the ** Growth in Strength 
and Power, the Welſb made frequent Incurſions into 
Euglaud. The King march'd againſt them with a pow. 
erful Army, and after much Difficulty reduc'd them. 
And then to prevent as much as poſſible all farther 
Attempts, the King cut down their Woods, and made 
open Ways into their Country; and having receiv'd 
the Fealty of their Great Men, he return'd in Triumph 
to England. | 

Soon after this Succeſs, the King's Satisfaction was 
increas'd by the Birth of his third Son, Xichard, in his 
Palace at Oxford. ' The King ſpent the Beginning of 
this Year in a Progreſs-thro' England, and was again 
crown'd at Wickford; without the Walls. of Lincols. 
In the following Year he and his Queen were again 
, and there 
devoutly offer'd up their Crowns at the. high Altar, 
vowing never to wear them after, which they punCtual- 
ly obſerved. n 10-39 | 

King Henry now paſs'd a ſecond Time into Nor- 


mandy, where for. three or four Years, ſeveral Matters 
of Importance occurr'd; as his ſeizing the City 0 
Nantes, and a great Part of Bretagne; his Journey with 
ewts ; his unſuccel- 
Henry 

with 


ful Siege of Tholonſe; his Marriage of his Son 


Eleanor his Queen to viſit King 
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The Reign of King HERR II. 


with Margaret the French King's Daughter, both Chil- 


dren, and Lewss's making War with him upon that 
Account, and their being reconciled by Pope Alex- 
ander, who was ſo honour'd by them, that they both 
walk'd by his Horſe's Side as Yeomen of the Stirrup. 
After which he return'd to Exgland with Honour, and 
to the Satisfaction of all his People. 

King Henry now might have enjoy'd all the Calm 


169 
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and Happineſs of a well-eſtabliſhed Peace, being ho- His Conteſt 


nour'd and fear'd abroad, and having the entire AﬀeRi- \/Þ, Bebe 


on of the beſt Part of his Subjects at home, had he not of Canterbury 


been perplexed by a Conteſt between him and Thomas 


Becket, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, whom the King had 


advanc'd from a low Condition, concerning the Regal 


and Pontifical Authority. It firſt began on Account of 


the many Corruptions of the Churchmen, which were 
then grown to a dangerous Height: For the Clergy 
had committed above a hundred Murders in this very 
Reign; of which great Complaint was made to the 
King, by the ſuffering Laity. The King was provok'd 
to find that his good Subjects were thus injur'd, without 
Remedy, by the Clergy, who aſſaulted them without Re- 
ſtraint, becauſe they were ſcreen'd by the Archbiſhop 
and the other Prelates, from all Manner of Puniſhments, 
fot the moſt enormous Crimes. The Sum of this fa- 
mous Conteſt is thus deliver'd by Hoveden : The King 
expected that ſuch of the Clergy as were taken in Rob- 
bery, Murder, Felony, or the like, ſhould be try'd in 


his Temporal Courts, as Laymen were: But Becket 


declar'd, that all Clergymen guilty of ſuch Crimes, 
were only to be try'd in the Spiritual Courts, by Men 
of their own Order; and that the King had nothing to 
do with Spiritual Men. Thus Becker depriv'd the King 
at once of one half of his Sovereignty; at which the 
King was very much diſpleas'd; and therefore at an 
Aſſembly at Weſtminſter the King ſhew'd his Reſent- 
ments againſt Becke:'s Behaviour; and took an Occa- 
ſion to eltabliſh ſeveral Articles, to curtail both the Pa- 
pal and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, which he call'd his 
Grandfather's Cuſtoms. The Points in thoſe Ordinan- 
ces which Becket condemn'd, and communicated to 
the Pope, and his own Suffragan Biſhops, were prin- 
cipally theſe; 1. That none ſhould appeal to the See of 
Rome, for any Cauſe whatſoever, without Licenſe from 
the King. 2. That no Biſhop ſhould go to the Pope, 

: tho? 
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tho? ſummon'd by him, without the King's Licenſe, 


3. That none of the King's Officers ſhould be excom- 

municated without Licenſe from the King. 4. That 

the Clergy ſhould be try'd for their Crimes before ſecy. 

lar Judges. F. That the Laity ſhould hold Pleas of 

Churches and Tithes, c. To which Becket and all the 
Biſhops anſwer'd, that they were willing to. conſent, ſa- 
ving their Order and the Rights of the Church. The 
King being difpleas'd with this Anſwer, remov'd ſud- 
denly to Hoodffock, The Biſhops followed, and with 
much Difficulty: prevailed with Becket to aſſent to theſe 
Ordinances without that ſaving Clauſe. 

The King having gain'd this main Point, refolved to 
have all their Conſents ratified in Parliament; accord- 
ment beldzt ingly one was called at Clarendon in Mileſbire, where 
he propoſed theſe and other Laws, now called, Th 

Conſtitution of Clarendon, and expected the Biſhops 

and Barons to recognize them as the antient Rights of 

the Crown. This Bectet at firſt abſolutely refuſed, 
but at length was perſuaded to it; and ſo Becket and 
all the Biſhops conſented to theſe Laws, and recogniſed 
them under their Seals; and the King ſent them after- 
watds to the Pope to be confirmed; who not only te- 
jected them, but utterly condemned them. Becket, u 
ſoon as he heard this, began to cool, repented of this AQ, 
and ſuſpended himſelf from all Office, until by Confeſli- 
on and Penance he had obtained the Pope's Abſolution 
for this almoſt unpardonable Crime. "The Pope ſent 
over Botred, Archbiſhop of Roven, to compole this 

Difference between the King and the Church. The 

King was = willing, provided his Holineſs would fir 
confirm his Laws by his Bull, and requeſted, that A0 
ger, Archbiſhop of York, might be conſtituted his Le- 
ate throughout Exgland. The Pope knowing that 
ecket's Cauſe was his Cauſe, would not deſert fo faith- 
ful a Servant; nevertheleſs, to gratify the King, he grant- 


A. D. 1164. 
A Parlia- 


The Pope 
eſpsuſes 
Becket's 


Cue. ed a Bull with flight Authority, which the King fent 
back with Contempt. | 
The King The King perceiving that no moderate Methods 


proceeds a- would have any Influence on this obſtinate Prelate, 
gainſt Becket. cauſed him to be called to an Account for every Thing 
the Law would take hold of. Firſt, He was con- 
demn'd in Damages for a Manor claimed by John de 
Marſhal. Next he was ecuted at the King's Suit 
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and for the like Sum he had of a Few upon the King's 
Security: Then for all the Profits of the Archbiſhop- 


rick of York, and other Biſhopricks and Abbies vacant, 


| during the Time of his Chancellorſhip. This Parlia- 
| ment alſo called him to an Account for thirty thonſand 


pounds he had formerly in his Hands. Betkes pleads 
his Acquittance, and abſolutely refuſed to anſwer as a 
Layman. For this Refuſal, and denying to come be- 
fore the King, when commanded, the Peers and Bi- 
ſhops condemned all his moveable Goods to theKing's 


| Uſe, and alſo wap him guilty of 2 2 and dif- 


claimed all future Obediente to him. Yer notwith- 
ſtanding this, the next Day Becket in his Pontificalibus 


| cauſed to be ſung before him, The Princes fit and ſpeak 


gainſt me, and the Ungoaly perſecute me; and then 
with his Croſs in his Hand he impudently enteted into 
the King's Preſence; for which audacivus and unprece- 
dented Action, the Archbiſhop of 7or&reproved him, and 
told him, that the ng carried much the ſharper Wea- 
pon of the two, Becket replied, the King's Sword can 
only wound the Body, but mine the Soul, and ſend 
it to Hell, The King upon this commanded his Peers 
to fit in Judgment upon him, as a perjured Traitor, 
which was accordingly done. Beckez declared them 
incompetent Judges, and appealed to the See of Rome; 
after which he fled to Fraxce. 

King Henry ſends e to the King of France 
not to countenance Becke?, a Rebel againſt his King; 
notwithſtanding which, the King of Frauce ſends to the 
Pope in Favour of Betket. To this the Pope readil 
complied ; upon which King Heury ſent him an Embat- 
ly to procure Becke?*s Diſgrace, but could not prevail, 
for the Pope and Cardinals foreſaw, that if Becket was 
ſupported in his Cauſe, it would be a noble Precedent 
for other Biſhops to oppoſe their Kings; but if it funk, 
no Biſhop for the future would dare oppoſe their So- 
vereign's Pleaſure; which would leſſen the Church's 
Power, and the Pope's Authority. 


yt 


Becket's In 
ſolence. 


The King thought the Indignity offered him by the King in- 
Pope inſufferable; and to let him underſtand how he 2ppoſcs the 


Pope's Au- 


reſented it, he ordains, that if any bring Letters of In- choriry. 


terdiction from the Pope, they ſhould immediately 
be executed as Traytors; that none of the Clergy ſhould 
go out of the Land without Licence, and, that no 
body ſhould appeal to the Pope. He alſo 2 

au- 


I72 


The Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 


Payment of Peter-Pexce, then baniſhed all Becker, 
Adherents, and forbad his being prayed for in the 
Churches as Archbiſhop of Canterbury. On the other 
Hand, Becket: was reſolved to be even with the Ki 

and therefore ſolemnly excommunicated all ſuch 1 
obeyed, promoted, or defended the Conſtitution of Cl; 
rendon. At pt the Pope was prevailed on to ſend 
two Legates @ Latere, to make up this Breach; But 


| ſturdy Thomas would not ſubmit his Cauſe to them, un- 


leſs full Reſtitution was firſt made to him and hi; 
Friends; and not then, but with ſaving the Honour of 
God, the Liberty of the Church, and its Poſſeſſions 
and his own and Friends Rights. King Heury enraged 
at this, was reſolved to create Thomas as many Troy: 
bles as he had Salvo's. Accordingly the King threat- 
ned the Abbot of Pontigny, that if he entertained Becket 


any longer, he would baniſh all the Monks of his. Or- 


der out of Exgland. Upon which the Abbot diſmiſt 
bim, but he was received by the French King at Sen, 


A. P. 1167. This Year King Henry's youngeſt Son Fab Was born, 


King John 
born. 


The Em- 
preſs dies. 


who afterwards obtained the Crown of England. The 
following Year the Empreſs Matilda, the King's Mo- 
ther, died at Rovez, in the ſixty ſixth Year of her Age. 

The Pope now, in Defiance of the King's utmoſt In- 
diznation, confirmed to Begkez all the Privileges and 
Powers that any of his Predeceſſors ever enjoyed. The 
King, to ſhew his Reſentment, renounced Pope Alexa 
der, and joined with the Emperor and Anti-pope, 
which widened the Breach. The Pope commanded 
the Biſhop of London to admoniſh the King to lay aſide 
all Cuſtoms and Ordinances that were prejudicial to 
the Church, and to reſtore Bectet; who in Anſwer 


The Pope for replied, © That the King was ready to obey, ſaving his 


reſtoring 


Becket. 


«- 


« own and the Kingdom's Dignity: That as to Ap 
6 peals, the King claimed that Honour, by the antient 
e Inſtitution of his Kingdom, namely, that no Clerk 
„ ſhould for a civil Aion leave the ſame, till juſtice 
could not be found in his Courts at Home: That he 
never baniſhed Beckez, and that he might return, pro- 
« yided he would obſerve the antient Cuſtoms he had 


« ſworn to: That the King thinks himſelf fully juſt 

« fied, in being willing to abide by the Judgment ot 
the Church in his own Kingdom. 

4.D. 1168. A Peace being concluded between the Kings of Ex- 

land and France, Becket appears before them, where bt 
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„vas urged to ſubmit himſelf to King Heury; to which 
be complied, ſaving the Honour due to God. With 
the WW which the * being diſpleaſed, declared, that ſuch 
| were Beclet's Evaſions, that whatever diſpleaſed him, 
uz, was againſt the Honour of God, At the ſame Time Becker in- 
0 many other Things were offered to bring him to his flexible. 
Genies, but he was inflexible. Upon which the Peers 
— of both Nations did declare, that he himſelf was the 
˖ wilful Obſtacle of his own and the Church's Tran- 


. quillity: And the Pope, to help on the Matter, gave 
of Becket Leave to revenge his own and the Church's In- 


| juries by the Sword of Cenſure: Upon which Thomas 
ed excommunicated the Biſhop of London, and many o- 
; thers. Then the Pope procured the Kings of England 4. P. 169. 
and France to meet at Paris, whither Becket repaired, 
but no Reconciliation enſued ; becauſe the King refuſed 
0 him the Ceremony of the Kiſs of Peace, and would 
l not do any Thing under the Name of Reſtitution; be- 
cauſe that implied an Injury committed. And now 
perceiving, that England was like to be put under a ge- 
be vera! Interdict, the King reſolved to provide againſt it; 
10. he therefore immediately ſent his Edidts from Nerman- g 
R dy to Eng land, declaring, * That whoever brought any — 
15 « Letters of Interdict from the Pope, or Beckez, ſhould gainſt the 
« immediately ſuffer as a Traitor to his King and Pope's In- 
The BY „Conny; and that if any Prelate, Clerk, or Lay- des- 
% man ſhou!d obey a Sentence of Interdict, he, and 
' * all his Relations, ſhould be baniſhed, and their Goods 
1 _« forfeited to the Crown; and that Peter-Pence ſhould 
(de not be paid to Rome. By theſe Edicts all, fromthe 
| eldeſt to the youngeſt, were obliged to abjure Obedience 
to Pope Alexander and Becket. | | 
bis King Henry, after four Years Abſence, returned to 4, D. 1170. 
Ap England; and aſter having thorowly enquired into the 
Abuſes of the Nation, he commanded all the Biſhops, 
Abbots, Earls, Barons, Sheriffs, Bailitfs, and Alder- 
der men of Ezgland, to appear at London on the four- 
de teenth Day of June. And in the Preſence of this gredt 
Aſſembly the King got his Son Henry to be anointed and King Hewy's 
dad crowned King by the Archbiſhop of Tork : An Act ne- anno 
uſt! ver known in Ezgland before. As he had the univer- 803 
«of fal Conſent of all preſent, ſo this proved a great Se- 
curity to the Succeſſion in the King's Houſe. This 
2” fame Year the King paſſed again into Normandy, where 
ede be was again willing to be reconciled to Becket ; and at 
Wi Tr Ie | Amboite 
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The King Ambojſe near Tourt, in the Preſence of Lewis, King of 
Bere, into France, his Biſhops and Noblemen, the King receive 
Favour, the Archbiſhop into his Grace and Favour, as well x 
all thoſe who were with him in Exile, which had been 

above fix Years. 0 

And now one would think that the Controverſy 

between the King and Bechert had been at an End: 

Becker ſtirs But the latter was ſtill the ſame; and to make that ap- 
= =_ pear, he procured Letters from the Pope for the Sul. 
roubles. penſion of the Archbiſhop of York, and Biſhop of Dar. 
ham, and for the Excommunication of the Biſhops of 

London, Exeter and Salisbury, for being Aſſiſtants in 

the Coronation of the young King: And at his firſ 

Arrival he publiſhed thefe Letters, to the great Diſtut- 

bance of the Nation. Upon which theſe Biſhops haſt- 

ned over to the King, complaining that he had made 

an unhappy Peace for them, ſince they, and his moſt 

faithful Friends, were thus unreaſonably treated. To 

which the Archbiſhop of York added, that as long az 

Becket liv'd, the King could enjoy no Peace. The Ring 

in a great Paſſion cried. out, I am an unbappy Man! I. 

there none that can vindicate me from the Injuries I ſuf: 

fer from ane Prieſt * Upon which four of the King's 
Domeſticks, viz. Raynold Fitz-Urſe, William Tracy, 
Richard Brito, and | Hagh Morville, privately bound 
themſelves by Oath to revenge the King's Quarrel, and 

deſtroy Becket. To accompliſh which they left the 
Court, pafled into Eugland, and arrived at Canterbury; 
where, when they came into the Preſence of the Arch 

biſhop, they firſt inſulted him, and.afterwards at the Al- 
1; murdered. tar gave him many Wounds, and beat out his Brains, 
A. P.17%. yen inthe Time of divine Service. The Aſſaſſinators 
having effected this impious Ad, and juftly fearing the 
King's Reſentment, were obliged to fly, and in a few 

Years died miſerable Fugitives in Foreign Countries. 

This was the fatal End of the famous Thomas Becket, 
Nis Charac- WhO from his Pride and Haughtineſs, had cauſed great 


ter diſputed. Miſchiefs to the Nation; and as ſome have exalted him 


amongſt the Saints, ſo others have doubted whether he 
was a good Man. Nay, about fifty Years after his Death, 
it was hotly diſputed among the learned Doctors of the 
Univerſity of Paris, whether Thomas Becket was ſaved 
or damned: The one Party declaring, that he deſerved 
Death and Damnation for his Contumacy againſt the 
Miniſter of God, his Sovereign; and the other, = 
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jubilee was kept every fiftieth Veur to his Memory at 


Canterbury. 


By the Death of Becker King Henry was freed from 


| the greateſt Diſturber of his Repoſe. Yet the News 


of this barbarous Murder gave him new Troubles; 
for the King of France, the Earl of Blozs, and the 
Archbiſhop of Sens, ſent ſuch Letters to the Pope con- 
cerning it, that Henry found it very difficult to pre- 
ſerve his 2 from a general Interdi&, tho? he 
made Uſe of his Power, Money and Proteſtations to 
ſubmit to the Judgment of ſuch Legates and Cardi- 
nals as his Holineſs ſhould ſend to inquire into the 
F act. : | 

About this Time the King vigorouſly [proſecuted 
his Deſign of ſubduing the Kingdom of Ireland, which 
had been begun a Year or two before. To make his 
Pretenſions appear reaſonable and juſt, he declared, 
that by an antient Title he had a Right to this King- 
dom; not to mention the continued Injuries the Jr: 
had committed by their Piracies, buying and ſelling the 
Engliſh Captives, and treating them like Slaves: But 
the greateſt Reaſon that induced the King to this En- 
terpriſe, was Dermot, Prince of Leiſter's coming to 
him, and deſiring his Aſſiſtance to revenge himſelf a- 
gainſt the other Princes of Ireland, who had combined 
againſt him, and driven him to this Diſtreſs. The King 
—＋ glad of this Opportunity, gave Liberty to ſuch of 
his Subjects as pleaſed to venture their Fortunes with 
him. Ben which Dermot repaired to Wales, and ſoon 
Tevailed with Robert Fitz-Stephen and Richard Strong- 
bow, Earl of Pembroke, Men of great Valour and — 
which produced them many Followers; and as ſoon as 
theſe had prepared all Things neceſſary, they paſſed the 
Seas with ſome Soldiers, and landed at a Place near 
Waterford, called by the Iriſh Bagg and Bunn, which 
gave Occaſion for this Verſe, | 


At the Head of Bagg and Bunn, 
Ireland was loft and won. | 


174 


: his many Miracles were a Sign of his Salvation. He 
had beſtowed on him one of the richelt and nobleſt 
8 Shrines in the World, was canoniz'd, and a famous 


The King's 
Deſign upon 
lreland. 


The next Day Maurice de Pendergaſt arrived at the ſame | 


Place with more Forces, and joined Fitz-Srephen, T _ 
| they 
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they marched againſt the City of Wexford, which ſoon 
ſurrendred. This City, and the adjacent Country 
Dermot gave to Fitz-Stephen as an Earneſt of greater 
Rewards. And here was planted the firſt Colony of 
the Engliſh, which continues to this Day, much re- 
ſembling the antient Engle in Dreſs and Language, 
which is called HYexford Speech. The next Year the 


Earl of Pembroke with more Forces, failed to the Bay 


of Waterford, and landing with one thouſand and two 
hundred Men, ſoon took the Town, and put all the 
Inhabitants to the Sword. This ſtruck ſuch a Terror 
in the People, that they made very little Reſiſtance in 
other Places, for fear of the like Treatment Here 
Dermot gave the Earl his Daughter Eva in Marriage, 
with the Dowry of his Country, and ſoon after died, 
The Earl, after he had ſecured the new acquired Places, 


marched with his little Army up into the Country with- 


out Oppoſition, and took what Pledges of Security he 
pleaſed from the Inhabitants ; and then went and poſ- 


ſeſſed himſelf of the City of Dublin, the Metropolis of 


Ireland. Thus Wales with a ſmall Force, and without 
_ general Battle, gained for us the Kingdom of Fe- 
and, 

King Henry, that he might ſecure a Kingdom fo eaſily 
won, ſhortly after Michaelmas paſſed over the Sea with 
a great Fleet and Army, and landed in Ireland, near 

aterford, to which Place he marched the next Day, 
where he remained fifteen Days ; during which Time 
the Kings of Cork, Limerick, Offery, Meath, and all of 
any Power, except Roderick, came and voluntarily ſub- 
mitted themſelves, with all the Clergy, and took the 
Oaths of Fealty to him, the young King, and their 
Succeſſors for ever. From Waterford the King march- 
ed to Dublin, where Roderick came, and alſo ſubmitted, 


Settles Af. And now the King's principal Care was to ſettle the Af- 


fairs there. 


fairs of the Nation, both in Church and State. Ac- 
cordingly he cauſed all the Biſhops and Clergy to al- 
ſembleat Caſſel, where it was decreed, That all Church 
Lands ſhould be free from the Exaction of ſecular 
Men ; and that' from that Time the Church of Ireland 
ſhould be modelled by the Church of England. Then 
the King put Gariſons into all convenient Places, and 
made Hugh Lacy Juſtice of Ireland, and Governor 


of Dublin. Likewiſe Robert Fitz-Bernard was made 


Governor of the Towns of Waterford and Wexford 
3 us 
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n WW Thus in one Winter King Henry gained the Kingdom 
£ of Ireland with vety little Bloodſhed. 51 


5 The Iriſh Affairs being thus quietly eſtabliſhed, the The King 
f King, on Eaſter Monday, ſet Sail for England, and goes — 
4 from thence into Normandy, to meet the two Legates 

85 ſent by the Pope, to enquire into Becher's Murder. 

e Four Months were ſpent in debating the Matter; and 

J at length the King by Oath, purged himſelf, of either 
0 commanding, or conſenting to it. At laſt the Legates Is abſolved 
e abſolved him upon theſe Conditions: 1. That he ſhould = Le 
a never oppoſe the Pope's Authority. 2. That all Ap- f 

n peals ſhould be freely made to the Pope in Eccleſia- 


e tical Cauſes. 3. That he ſhould undertake the Cruſa- 
0, do, and go to Jertſalen for three Years; or maintain 
l, an hundred Soldiers in the Holy Land for one Year. 
$, 4. That all Exiles on Becke?*s Account ſhould be re- 
* ſtored. 5. That all Cuſtoms introduced in his Time 
le to the Prejudice of the Church, ſhould be aboliſhed. 
. 6. That the Clergy only ſhould be Judges of theſe in- 
f . W jucious Cuſtoms. Thus ended this great Controverſy, 
Ut by which the Pope eſtabliſhed his Power to a high 
3 Degree; and the King loſt his Sovereignty. But it 

will be very hard to reconcile what King Henry did at 


ly Clarendon, with what he did before the Pope's Legates 

ih in Normandy. | 15 | 
ar No ſooner had the King ſurmounted theſe Difficul-4-D. 1173; 
5 ties, but he was involved in new Miſchiefs, by an un- — 
le natural Rebellion; the chief of the Conſpirators was great Rebe. 


of Queen Eleanor his Wife, on the Account of Roſamond lion. 
b- Clifford, whom the King kept for his Pleaſure at H/00d- 
ie ct, where the Queen found Means to End her Life. 
Jl There were alſo engaged the young King Henry his Son, 
h- together with his two younger Brothers, Richard and 
d, Geoffry, the two Kings of France and Scotland, and many 
f- great rds, both Exgl;fh and others; a formidable Con- 
piracy ! yet the King proceeded againſt them with as 
ſ- much Vigour, Courage and Policy, as if they had been 
ch Enemies only at a Diltance: and to relate the Particu- 
ar lars of this War, would take up too much Room. At 
1d one Time Normandy; Guienne and Bretagne were in- 
en vaded by the Confederates abroad, and Camberlamd by 
id I the Sets at Home. The. French King in Perſon be- 
or ſeged Vernvit; which Place was to be ſurrendred, if 
de - no relieved by a certain Day, The King ſent to 
Lewis, that if he did not * Normandy 2 
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he would come and viſit him at the appointed Day, 


Upon which Lewis raiſed the Siege with ſuch Precipi- 
tation, that he lett all his Tents and Ammunition be- 
hind him. King Henry had many ſucceſsful Encoun— 
ters with his Enemies in all Parts; yet notwithſtand- 
ing theſe Advantages, he ſhewed a Forwardneſs t9 
make Peace, and was willing to be reconciled to his 
rebellious Sons. King Lewis fearing the King's grow- 
ing Power, ſued for a Truce of fix Months; which was 
The . granted. In the mean Time the King took Aainte, 
great Succels from his Son Richard, and mov'd with ſuch Exped. 
tion, in all his Undertakings, that the French King ſaid 
he ſeem'd not to go, but to fly. Vet before he could 
finiſh all in theſe Parts, he was obliged to repair to Nor- 
mandy, where Robert Elect of Wincheſter, was ſent 
from England to repreſent to him the preſent and 
The ſad State dangerous State of the Nation; for Norwich was plun- 
of Eugland. der'd; the young King and the Earl of Flanders were 
about to invade the Kingdom; Nottingham was burnt, 
and Northampton in the Hands of the Enemy. 

King Henry ſurpriz'd at the ill State of the Nation, 
leaves Normandy, and comes over into Exgland, bring- 
ing with him his Queen Eleanor, his Son's Queen Mar- 
garet, his Son Fohn, the Earl of Leiceſter, with his 
Counteſs, and many other noble Priſoners. He ſet 
fail from Barfleur, and the ſame Day arrived at Sou. 
thampton; from whence he took his Journey towards 
Canterbury, where he was to perform the Remainder 
of the Penance enjoined him at his Abſolution. v_ 
towards the Church where Becket was buried, he walk' 
three Miles barefooted, the Blood running from his Feet, 
cut by the ſharp Stones; and proſtrating himſelf at the Se- 
pulchre, he received many Laſhes on his bare Fleſh from 
the Prieſts and Monks. The monkiſh Writers of that 
Age attribute all future Succeſs to the Reconciliation 
King Henry made with God for the Blood of Becket; 
for ſoon after Milliam, King of Scotland, was taken Pri 
ſoner ; and the young King, his Son, was driven back 
into France, having loſt a great Part of his Fleet in 4 
Storm. His other Actions, till his Return to Normandy, 
ate by Walſingham comprehended in theſe few Words; 
« He tamed bis Rebels, put his Enemies to Flight, and 
& ſeiz'd on their Forts. 

Ne goes thi>= Having ſettled Peace in the Nation, he paſſed ovet 
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J with other Priſoners of Note. As ſoon as the Confe- 
derates underſtood that King Henry was arrived, and 


advancing towards them, they raiſed the Siege of Ro- King Hen- 
ven, and fled with Precipitation, leaving behind them res- 
6 all their Baggage and Ammunition. After this the King — and 
to and all the Power of France fled at his Preſence, with- “er 
— out one Blow given. The King of Scotland was his 


priſoner; the chief of the Rebels were under his Feet; 
England was ſecured; Scotland diſmayed; Ireland re- 
ror tained; Wates ſubſervient to his Arms; Normandy in 
Poſſeſſion, and the Coaſts of Bretagne, Guienne, Gaſ- 
cony, as far as the Borders of Spain, under King Heu- 
Dominion. | 

= The Effects which this Greatneſs and Power pro- 
_ duced were theſe. Thoſe that. before had combined 
againſt him, now become his moſt humble Supplicants; 
and beg for Peace. A Truce was firſt made between 
the three Kings, viz. the two Hleurys and Lewis 
ut, King of France; in which Richard who ſtood out, 
was left to his Father's Proſecution; but he ſoon ſub- 


3 mitted to his Father, and received a full Pardon. Af- 
Ss ter which all Parties were reconciled, and a firm Peace 


„concluded upon theſe Conditions; © That young King A peace cen- 
Henry, with Richard, and Geoffry his Brother, freed<uded. 

* from all Oaths of Confederation, ſhould return to 
”" a full Obedience to the King their Father: That the 
* Priſoners on all Sides ſhould have their Liberty with- 
n * out Ranſom, except the King of Scotland, the Earls 
; * of Leiceſter and Cheſter : That King Henry ſhould 
* take Security of Loyalty, either by Hoſtage or Oath; 


> * from ſuch as were enlarged. That the Grant which 
= the King had made to his Son John, of ſome Caſtles 


hat * and Revenues in Exgland, ſhould be ratified by the 
f * young King Henry. The King of Scotland paid one 


= hundred thouſand Pounds Sterling for his Ranſom, one 
Wy Moiety in ready Money, and the other at an appointed 
ack Time, and promiſed to do Homage to King Henry for 


all his Dominions. For the Performance of which Ar- 
4 ticles, King Henry had a double Security; for not only 
Vere the Caſtles of Edinburgh, Roxburgh, Berwick, Fed- 


Gi worth, and Sterling delivered by the King of Scotland, in- 
tothe King's Hands; but the Biſhops of Scotland ſwore; 
* that if their King broke theſe Conditions, they would put 
the him and his Land under an Interdi&. Theſe Things be- 
er, thus ſettled, they took Shipping for England, and ar- 
10 ved at Portſmouth on the twenty ſixth of May, 1175. 


N 2 Then 
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Happy State The State of Englund had never a better Aſpect thay 

of Engiand. at this Time. That this might be laſting, King Hezry 
omitted no Opportunity of acting as a jutt and prudeſt 
Governor, viliting a great Part of his Kingdom in Pez. 
ſon ; conſulting, ordering, and enacting ſuch Laws 25 
might beſt eſtabliſh a latting Peace. And in a Synod 
held at Veſtmiuſter, this Canon, amongſt others, was 
eſtabliſned both by the Authority of the King and Synod, 
„That every Patron of a Benefice, taking a Reward fr 
& Preſentation, ſhould for ever loſe the Right of Patro- 
„ nage.“ This very Lear Roderick King of Connarghtin 
Ireland was receiv'd into Favour, and became a faith. 
ful Tributary. And many Things of Moment were 
ſettled between the Kings of Exgi/zzd and Scotland. 

1196, This Year, by the Advice of Parliament held at Norch- 
The Nation ainpton, the King divided the Kingdom into {ix Circuits; 
—.— into and for every Circuit conſtituted three Juſtices or Judg- 

* Circuits es, and caus'd them to ſwear to oblige all the People 
to obſerve the Ordinances of Clarendos, which were 
made againſt Murder, Theft, Robbery, Burning cf 
Houles, and Cheats. Theſe Circuits continue almol: 
the ſame to this Day. Not long atter which, he made 
the famous Glanville Lord chief Juſtice of Ezgland, by 
whoſe Wildom and Advice the Laws of King Edward 
were again renew'd. And as the King was mindful of 
his Subjects Security, ſo he was not forgetful of his 
own, cauſing almolt all the Caltles in £zglaad and 
Normandy, that had been fortity'd againſt him in the 
late War, to be demoliſhed. 

1157. This Year John the King's youngeſt Son was made 
Febn is made King of Ireland, by Virtue of a Bull granted by Pope 
— = Adrian for that Purpoſe. The King alſo purchas'd the 

: Earldom of March in France for the Sum of fifteen 

thouſand Pounds Azjorvin Money, twenty Mules, aid 
as many Paltreys. For four or five Years after we 
find nothing of Moment, only ſome Regulations ot 
the Coin. Only in the Year 1179. the French King 
French kin came into England on Pilgrimage to the Tomb of Thi 
viſits Auer mas Beclet, to implore his Aſſiſtance for the Recovery of 

Tomb. his Son then ſick: And he and many others did believe 

that he was reſtored to Health by Zhomas's Mediaiion. 
Tne Calm which the Nation had enjoy'd for a con- 
OS ſiderable Time, began to be diſturb'd by the young King 
Henry, who ſhew'd freſh Inclinations of oppolinghis 


tentious. a 
Father. Upon which the King encreas'd his * 
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ſans both in Eagland and Normandy, and promoted 


Contentions among his Sons. But ſome Time after, all 


Apprehentions of Danger were remov'd by the Death 


| of young King Heury, who on his Death-bed ſhew'd a 


hearty Sorrow for his unnatural Rebellions againſt his 


| Father, and after Abſolution put a Rope about his 


Neck, and was remov'd from his Bed to a Couch made 
of Aſhes, where he expired, to the exceeding Grief of 
his Father, who mourn'd for him like David for his 
Son Abſalom, He dy'd in the 28 Year of his Age, ha- 
ving had the Title of a King for thirteen; yet his Name 
was never inſerted in the Catalogue of our £zg/: 
Kings. | 

By the Death of young Hezry it might have been ima- 
gined that his Father had an Opportunity to end his 


Days in Peace and Glory, But Heraclitus Patriarch of 


Jeruſalem came from thence into Exglaud to acquaint 


181 


Young King 


Henry dies, 


1185. 
Heraclitus 


deſires the 


King Henry with the deplorable State of the Holy Land, King's Ar- 
and to offer him the Kingdom of FJeraſalem, as right - ſiſtance in 


fully belonging to him, being the Son of Geoffry Earl 
of Aujon, whoſe Brother Ful enjoy'd the Crown. 
This was propos'd to the grand Aſſembly of the States, 
who agreed that the King ſhould promote this Affair 
with Money, but not employ his Perſon, notwithſtand- 
ing he had before now ſolemnly engaged to undertake 
the Cruſado. However, he gave Leave to all his Sub- 
jects to take the Croſs ; upon which the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, ſeveral Biſhops, with many Earls, Barons 
and Knights undertook it. 

The King willing to ſettle his Affairs at home, ob- 
tain'd a Bull from Pope Lucius to crown which of his 
y015 he pleas'd King of Ireland; provided that Peter- 
Pence and all other Rights and Privileges were reſerv'd 
to the Roman See, Accordingly at Hinafor the King 


the Holy 
W 


{nighted his Son John, and ſent him to Ireland, as his The King's 
Viceroy only, who return'd the ſame Year, without $9? John 


having done any Thing but loſt a great Part of his Ar- Ind. 


my in Skirmiſhes with the Iriſh. 

The following Year the King's Son Richard took 
Arms againſt his Father, fortifying Poictou againit him: 
But he was ſoon reduc'd, and oblig'd to ſurrender the 
Earldom of Poidox to his Mother Eleazor, whoſe In- 


ent to Ire- 


1136, 


heritance it was. Not long after this, the King's Son Safin killd 
Gerffry was trod to Death by Horſes in a publick Tur- ia Turna- 


nament at Paris, Thus half the King's rebellious Male 
N 3 Illue 
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Iſſue were extin& before him, and by Deaths as violent 
as their Diſpoſitions; and the two Sons that ſutvivd 
him were no lets miterable in their Ends. The Affairs 
between England and France were at this Time in a 
very unfettled Poſture: But at Length a two Year's 
Truce was concluded ; atter which, Earl Richard, con- 
trary to his Father's Will, continued with the King of 
France, and they became ſo very intimate that one Tx 
ble and one Bed ſerv'd for both. King Henry grew 
jealous of this extraordinary Amity, aud ſent ſeveral 
Times for his Son KR:ichard to come home; which he 
refus'd to comply with for the preſent; yet after ſome 
Time he again ſubmitted, and was reconciled to his Fa- 
ther. 

Much about this Time Sultan Saladiue took Fernſa- 
lem, and in it Guido the King of it with a very great 
Number of Chriſtians, to the great Grief and Diſho- 
nour of Chriſtendom. This News did ſo ſenſibly touch 
the Kings of Euglaud and France, that they laid alide 
their former Reſentments, and came to an Interview, 

1188. and took upon them the Badge of the Croſs as Soldi. 
Kings of ers of Chriſt, in the Preſence of the Archbiſhop of 
England and Tyre : And the better to diitinguiſh cheinſelves, the Eng: 
CO 10 were to wear white Crofles, the French red, and 

the Flemiſh green. Accordingly all Parties made great 

Levies and Preparations to carry on this War, reſolving 

to revenge the Cauſe of Chriſt upon Sultan Sin. But 

this Confederacy was ſoon broken by R:chara”s Means, 

who revenging himſelf upon ſome Rebels or Pozcton, 

that could not bear his ſevere Government, this rais'd 

ſuch Diiturbances, that both Kings were drawn into 

the Conteſt, To accommodate which, ſeveral T reaties 

were ſet on Foot, wherein the Demands of the King 

of France in Favour of Richard were fo unreaſonable, 

Bur {ll out, that King Henry could by no Means be brought to com- 
1189. ply. So both Parties took Arms. In this Conteſt King 
Hleury declin'd apace, and was at length oblig'd to 
yield to ſuch Conditions as King Philip thought fit to 

propoſe. The Conſideration of which, join'd with 

that of his beloved Son Joh⁰s being in the Conſpiracy, 
overwhelm'd the good old King with Grief, and fal. 

ling ſick at Chinou, after an humble Confeſſion and 

«ing Heu Sorrow for his Sins, he expired on the 6 Day of Jah, 
e in the fifty ſixth Year of his Age, having reigned thirty 
four Years, cight Months, and twelve Days, wo wo 
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bury'd at Foxnreverard. This was the End of the great- 
eſt Potentare that had hitherto ſat upon the Eug liſh 
Throne. He lett behind him two Sons, Richard and 
Jobn, who both ſucceeded him in the Government. 
Richard was now about thirty one Years of Age, a 
violent anda valiant Prince, ſirnamed Cour- de-Lion, or 
Lion's-Heart. | 
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Richard I, 


R' C HARD, upon his Father's Death, firſt took Care , 1189. 


to eſtabliſh his Atfairs in Normandy and his other . 


Dominions in Fraxce, and then ſent Letters to releaſe his 
Mother Eleanor, who had been a Priſoner above twelve 
Years. After which he came into England, where he 
was joyfully receiv'd, and by univerſal Conſent crown'd 
at Weſtminſter by Baldwin Archbiſhop of Canterbury; 


where he ſolemnly ſwore “ to obſerve Peace, Honour, His Oath. ; 


and Reverence to God, his Church and Miniſters 
« all the _ of his Life: That he would exerciſe Juſ- 
© tice and Equity towards his Subjects; and that he 
«& would abrogatc all evil Laws and Cuſtoms, and 
4 make and keep ſuch as were good.“ Then the Arch- 
biſhop proceeded to anoint him in three Places, the 
Head, Breaſt and Arms, ſignifying by thoſe Unctions, 
Glory, Fortitude and Wiſdom. This Solemnity was 
diſturbed by an unhappy Accident; for many Jews 
prefling into the Abby-Church in Order to ſee the Ce- 


remony, were ſet upon by the Multitude, and barba- Many Fews 
rouſly murder'd in the King's Preſence, tho' utterly a- Murder; d. 


gainſt his Will or Knowledge. 

King Kichard having before agreed with Philip King 
of France and other Potentates to carry on the holy 
War, made great Preparations to proſecute it with 
— and tho* he was poſſeſs'd with his Father's 

it Treaſure, and great Sums beſides extorted from 
Stephen Tarnham his Treaſurer; yet theſe were not 
thought ſufficient ; and therefore he ſold mauy of his 
Manors, Caſtles and Lands to ſuch Biſhops and Ab- 
bots as would purchaſe them, they being then the only 
Men that had ready Money N And when he was ask'd 
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by ſome about him why he ſold ſo many Manors and 
Places; he reply'd, that it he could find a Chapman he 
would fell London it ſelf ; fo intent he was upon this 
plauſible Enterprize; and the Pulpits reſounded nothing 
but the Croſs and Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, which exci- 
ted Multitudes to enter voluntarily as Soldiers for this 
holy Expedition. And now, to prevent. his Brother 


Earl John from any Attempts during his Abſence, he 


Ius Donati inveſted. him with fix Earldoms, Cornwall, Dorſet, $5 


O71 


John. 


1199. 


He goes into 


Fyauce. 


The two 
Kings ſet 


forward by 


Land. 


to bis werſet, Nottingham, Derby, and Lancaſter, beſides Caf. 


Brother Earl 


ties, Manors, Honours and Bountics ; and at laſt with 
the Earldom of Gloceſter, and the Heireſs of that Coun- 
ty for his Wife. Thus did the King ſhare his Kingdom 
with his Brother: But left Earl J ſhould make a 
wrong Ulſe of theſe Donatians, he intruſted him with 
no Part of the Regal Power; but laid the Burden of 


the Government on his Chancellor Longchamp, Biſhop 
of Ely, Chief Juſticiary, and Legate to the See of Nome. 


But for the Detence and Execution of Jultice, the King 
aſſociated with him ſeveral Men of Honour, Wiſdom, 
and Authority; And a firm Alliance was concluded 
between Kichard and William King of Scotland. 
King &:chard having eſtabliſhed the Affairs of Eng- 
land, croſs'd the Seas to meet King Philip in France, at 
the 1 ime and Place appointed, that from thence they 
might proceed under the Banner of the Croſs, They 
agreed that each ſhould bear Faith to the other, and 
that they ſhould give mutual Aſſiſtance to each other in 
all Caſes of Need: The Barons of both Parties ſwore 
to maintain Peace in both the Kingdoms during this ex- 
traordinary Pilgrimage; and the Biſhops promiſed to 
excommunicate all ſuch as ſhould tranſgreſs this A- 
greement. And then theſe two Monarchs ſet forward 


by Land with ſuch prodigious Numbers, that at Lions 


they for Conveniency were obliged to part. Phil 
pals'd over the 2 into Italy, and Richard to tne Sea 
Coaſt at Marſeilles, there to meet his Royal Navy, 
which he had order'd to attend him ; but that not being 
arriv'd, he hired twenty Gallies and ten Buſſes, and ſet 
Sail for Meſſinæ in Sicily, the Rendezvous of both the 
Kings and their Armies. In which Paſſage King Ki- 
chard coming to an Anchor at the Mouth of the 71 
ber, was invited by the Biſhop of Oſtia to make the 
Pope a Vilit, which he refus'd; becauſe the Pope had 
been guiity of Avarice and Simony in Relation to ſome 
new advanced Biſhops in his Dominions, Aſter ws 
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when his whole Fleet was ſafely arriv'd, he came to an 
Anchor on the 230 of September before the City of Meſ- 


Nations, were aſlembled. N 

This great Appearance ſtruck ſuch a Terror in the King Ri- 
Inhabitants, that Tancred, then King of Sicily, imme- Gd 4 
diately tent his Queen, whom before he had imptiſon'd, Sch. 
to her Brother K:chard, and comply'd with ſeveral Arti- 
cles, and to the Payment of large Sums of Money. 
King Rzchard, for his better Security, ſeiz'd upon a For- 
treſs belonging to the Griſſons, and atter that, by Means 
of a great 1'umult, took the City of Meſſiua it ſelf. 
And being fluſh'd with this Succeſs, he diſplay'd his 
Banners, cven in thoſe Parts of the City that were ap- 
pointed for King P4:/ip's Quarters, which gave great 
Offence, and caus'd many warm Expreſſions. From 
which Time the Spirit of Ditcord began to appear be- 


tween the two Royal Adventurers; yet, for the pre- 


ſent, this Conteſt was by the Mediation of ſome great 
Men on both Sides adjuſted. But Texcred diſcovering 
to King &-chard, that Philip had ſome diſhonourable 
Deſigns againſt his Perſon, this rais'd ſuch a Diſtruſt 91. 
and Jealouſy between 'em that from thenceforward 
they were never reconcil'd. Notwithitanding which 
they parted with Reſolution to perſue the holy Expedi- 
tion, and with the greateſt Diligence got all Things 
ready, and on the ſame Day that Philip and his Forces 
ſet Sail from Meſſina, Eleanor, King Richard's Mother, 
arrived with Berexgaria his intended Spouſe, Daughter 
to Hanctius King of Navarre, whom he afterwards mar- 
ry'd in Cyprus. 
Some Time after the King embark'd on his Royal 
Navy conſiſting of an hundred and fifty large Ships, 
fifty three Gallies, thirteen Buſſes, and many Tenders: 
This Royal Navy was diſperſed by a Storm between 
the Iles of Rhodes and Cyprus, which gave the King 
Occaſion of new Conquelts : For near the Port of 
Limezam, upon the Coalts of Cyprus, two of the Veſ- 


ſels were caſt away, and the Ship that carried the Prin- 1 


ceſs was in great Danger: Iſaac their King plunder'd 
the former, made the People Priſoners, and would not 


let the latter enter the Port. King Richard, to revenge 


this uncommon Piece of Inhumanity, invaded the Iſland | 
with his Forces, drove Iſaac from the Court, took the The King 1 
City of Limezzm, attack'd his Camp, and took Iſaat Huduer- it 


Copres. 


2 Priſo- | | 
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Priſoner. After an Eſcape made by him, his only 
Daughter was oblig'd to yield her ſelf Priſoner, ang 
laſtly himſelf return'd of his own Accord, and was py 
in Fetters of Silver; upon which the whole Iſland he. 
came ſubject to the King of England, and both Father 
and Daughter were led into Captivity, and the Iſland 
was intruſted to Richard Camville and Robert Turnhay 
the; King's Viceroys. 

While the King's Affairs thus proſpered abroad, the 
State of England ſuffer'd extreamly at home, under the 
Government of Biſhop Loxgehamp the Chancellor, why 
by his illegal, arbitrary and violent Proceedings, had 
put the Nation in a Ferment, and incurred the Hatred 
of the whole Kingdom. Earl Jobn taking Advantage 
of their Diſcontents, join'd with the State againſt the 
Biſhop : This render'd him very popular, and made his 
deſfign'd Uſurpation more feaſible. Accordingly an Af- 
ſembly of Biſhops and Nobilicy met at St. Paul's in 


| London, whither Longchamp was cited, where they ur: 


ged againſt him many Crimes committed contrary to 
is Commiſſion, and the Good of the King and King: 
dom. Theſe Things being clearly made out, the Al: 
ſembly did in a very formal Manner depoſe him from 
his Office, and put the Archbiſhop of Roves in hi; 
Place. Upon which Longchamp fled to the Pope, who 
was much diſpleaſed to find the antine Power ſo 
vilify'd. In the mean Time, Earl John with the Com- 
miſſioners confirm'd to the City of London their con: 
mon Liberties, and caus'd the Citizens to ſwear Feal. 
ty to the King and his Heirs; and if he dy'd without 
Iſſue, they were then to maintain Earl John as their 
Lord and King. 

King Richard having tranſported his Forces from 
Cyprus to the Holy Land, and join'd Philip King of 


Acon taken. Frauce, laid Siege to Acon or Ptolemars, defended by 


es of the two Kings. At their Entrance into the C. 


the Power of Saladin; which Place, after it had held 


out four Months, ſurrendred upon theſe Articles. 1! 


That Saladin ſhould by a certain Day reſtore the holy 
Croſs. 2. That he ſhould ſet free fifteen hundret 
Chriſtian Captives. 3. That the City and all Things 
contained in it, ſhould remain to the Chriſtians. 4 
That if theſe Conditions were 1 the Gariſon 
ſhould only have their Lives ſav'd. 5. That they ſhould 
pay twenty thouſand Pieces of Gold towards the Chary: 
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ty, the Banners of Leopold, Duke of Auſtria, were by 
King Kichard's Command taken down, and thoſe of 
the two Kings erected. This incenſed the Duke, who 
immediately quitted the Service, and afterwards found 
Means to revenge himſelf, There appeared now two 
Pretenders to the Crown of Ferwſalem, viz. Guido of 
Lufignam, and Conrade of Montferrat: The King of 
England elpous'd the former's Cauſe, and the King of 
France the latter's. This cauſed cantinual Heart-Burn- 
ings between them: and the French King reſolved to 
roſecute the holy War no longer in Perſon; therefore 
be ſeut to King Kichard for his Conſent to return home, 
which was granted upon Phz/:p's taking an Oath to 
protect Richard's Dominions, till his Return. 

Philip immediately retir'd, leaving the Command of The King of 
his Army ta the Duke of Burgundy; notwithſtanding — 
which, King Richard ſet out the ſame Day upon a new ; 
Enterprize, and marched towards Joppa. Saladin at- Saladin de- 
tack'd him very furiouſly ; which K:chard returned with ie 
ſo much Courage and Conduct, that Saladin was ob- 
liged to fly, with the Loſs of above three thouſand of 
his belt Soldiers. Some Time after the King was re- 
markably deliver'd from falling into the Hands of the 
Saracens : For one Day the Enemy having Intelligence 
that he was afleep under a Tec, with a very ſmall 
Guard, they fet upon him, and had taken him Priſoner, 
had not one of his Gentlemen, named William de Pra- 
zell;s, cry'd out in the Sacracen Tongue, I am the 
5 Upon which they all ſeized upon him, and gave 
the King and others an Opportunity to eſcape. After- 
wards the King, in Conſideration of this noble Act, 
and to ſhew his Eſteem for this brave Man, gave in 
Exchange for him ten of his greateſt Priſoners. 

King Kichard continued reſolute in the Perſuit of his 1192. 
Defigns, and after ſeveral brave and important Actions, 
marched up in Sight of Ferzſalem, where he got the 
better of the Enemy in diverſe Encounters ; and took 
the Convoy, or Caravan, coming richly laden from 
Babylon, under a Guard of ten thouſand Men, which 
were moſtly put to the Sword, leaving three thouſand 
Camels, and four thouſand Horſes and Mules to King 
Richard's Mercy. After this, and many other brave 
Exploits, the King refolved to regain Fernſalem, and 
the City of Barack, but was abandoned in that Enter- 
priſe by the Duke of Burgund), juſtly ſuſpected of be- 
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ing bribed by Saladin. Upon which the chief Men of 

the Chriſtian Army adviſed the King not to refuſe Sal. 

din's Offers, for a Ceſſation of Arms. At length the 

Arthree King complied, and concluded a Truce with Sale 

din tor three Years. Thus this great Cruſado end- 

= with little more Advantage than the taking of one 
ity. 

And now King Richard having firſt ſent away his 
Queen and Siſter, with the King of Cyprus's Daughter, 
under the Conduct of Stephen Feraham, went aboard 
Richard A Buſs at Acon, and ſet fail in the Beginning of Oct 
1 ; ber for Corfu; where arriving in leſs than a Month, he 

* continued his Voyage to Ragyſa, in the Gulf of Venice; 
and landing near that City, he reſolved to go by Land 
_ into through Sclavonia into Auſtria, Richard had Reaſonto 
4:4 fear the Duke of Auſtria upon many Accounts ; and 
therefore to ſecure himſelf trom falling into his Hands, 

he with one ſingle Servant, being ditguifed like Pil- 

grims, withdrew from his Retinue, took Horſe, and 
travelled Day and Night unti! he came near the City 

of Vienna, where, in a ſinall Village, the King being 

laid down to repoſe himſelf, the Servant going out to 

buy Proviſions, was diſcovered by one belonging to 

the Duke of Auſtria. The Man was ſeiz'd, and con- 
ſtrained. to reveal where the King was. The Duke im- 

ts taken Pri- mediately ſent and took him Priſoner as he lay aſlcep. 
loner. The Emperor, Henry the Sixth, being informed of this, 
ſent to demand the — and the Duke being pro- 

And fent © miſed a large Share of his Ranſom, delivered him to the 
8 Emperor's Hands, who kept him Priſoner about a 
Year, Thus ended this great Prince's unfortunate Ex- 

pedition into the Hoy Land, having conſumed all that 

mighty Treaſure left him by his Father, and all the 

Riches of England, Normandy, and Cyprus. | 

A. P. 1194 As the News of King R:chard's Impriſonment flew 
through Europe with incredible Swiftneſs, ſo it ſhew'd 

who were faithful or perfidious to him. To ſecure his 
Dominions, his Mother and beſt Friends cauſed the 

Nation to ſwear to be true to him, watched the Coaſts, 

and fortified all the Cities and chief Towns of the 


concluded. 


Earl John re- Kingdom. Earl John, on the contrary, made uſe of 


bels. this Opportunity to dethrone his Brother, and ſet up 
himſelf. Accordingly he prevailed with the Normans 

to countenance his diſloyal Practices, ſwore Fealty to 

Philip King of France, and promiſed to marry his — 
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fer Alice, tho' diſhonoured by his own Father; and for 
that Cauſe rejected by King Aichard. Out of Norman- 
dy he poſted into England; but met with a loyal Reſi- 
ſtince. Then he laboured to excite the Helſb and Scots 
to join in the Invaſion; but Milliam, King of the Scr, 
could by no means be drawn in to Countenance ſuch 
Practices. 

Daring theſe Commotions at Home, King Richard 
was brought into the Preſence of the Emperor ; where 
he was charged with many Crimes, eſpecially the Aſ- 
ination of the Marquits Coxrade, his Couſin. To 
all which the King gave ſuch full Satisfaction, that the 
covetous Emperor did compaſſionate his Misfortunes, 
but would not diſcharge him without a Ranſom. King 
Richard writes in a very moving Manner to his Nobi- 
lity, Clergy, and Laity, to raiſe ſuch a Sum as would 
procure him his Liberty; the Empecor and Pope 
wrote to the ſame Purpoſe. Upon the Receipt of 
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which Letters the Queen-Mother, and Lords Jultices Great Sums 


| determined, that both Clergy and Lajity ſhould contri- 


bute one fourth Part of that Year's Revenue for the 
King's Ranſom. T'o this they added twenty Shillings 
out of every Knight's Fee; and ordered that the Ab- 
bies of the Ciſtertiaus and Houles of the Order of Sen- 
{enzhain (ſhould contribute all the Wool of that Year, 
aud that all the Gold and Silver of the Churches ſhould 
be brought out and delivered to that Purpoſe. By theſe 
Means England advanced a vaſt Sum, which the Em— 
peror's Ambaſſadors received at London, in Part of the 
King's Ranſom ; and ſoon after the Emperor and King 
came to a final Agreement upon theſe Conditions; 
1. That the King ſhould pay to the Emperor one hun- 
fred thouſand Marks, and fifty thouſand more to the 
Duke of Aaſtria: 2. That the King ſhould marry his 
Nephew Arthar's Siſter to the Duke's Son, and de- 
liver up the captive King of Cyprus and his Daughter. 3. 
That the hundred thouſand Marks ſhould be brought 
into the Empire, at the Peril of the King of England, 
and Holtages to be given for the reſt. 


raiſed in 


England. 


Philip, King of Fraxce, . the Emperor 4. D. 1194. 


and chard were agreed, uſed all Methods to prevent 
his Releaſe : and firſt he ſent Meſſengers to Earl 
Jaa, urging him to uſurp the Crown. And when 
agencral Diet was met at Sprres, Philip and Earl John 
kao ing the Emperor's avaritious Temper, ſent Meſ- 

| | | ſengers 


The King 
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The King 
arrives in 
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ſengers to him, and offered him great Sums of Money 
to keep Kic hard |till Priſoner, at leaſt for one Veat 
more, or to deliver him into their Hands. Their great 


Proffers had ſuch an Effect on the old Miſer, that he 


immediately deferred the Day of ſetting Richard at 
Liberty: Upon which the Heads of the Empire freely 
reproved the Emperor for his Avarice, and diſhonoy- 
rable Treatment of a crowned Head, and ſo far pre- 
vailed, that upon the fourth of February he was reſtor- 


ed into the Hands of his Mother, Queen Eleanor, after 


fifteen Months Impriſonment. They made haſte into 
England, where they arrived at Sandwich on the thit- 
teenth of March. He was received in a triumphant 
Manner, and coming near to the City of Rocheſter, 
Hubert, the Arcbhiſhop of Canterbury, met him witha 
mpous Solemnity, and with the utmoſt Marks of 
Pleafure and Satisfaction; and the greateſt part of the 
People were overjoyed at the King's Deliverance, and 
ſafe Arrival, | | 
The King, as ſoon as the Nobility's Congratulati- 
ons were over, went to the great Abby of St. Edmund's 
bury, where, in Performance of his Vow, he offer'd 
up the Imperial Standard, taken from Iſaac King of Cy: 
#s And then made a Progrefs into ſeveral Parts of 
the Kingdom, tak ing in by Surrender the ſeveral Caſtles 
which his Brother's Adherents had held out againſt him; 
And when the forty Days were expired, which were 
allow'd John and his Accomplices to make their Ap- 
pearance, and anſwer to ſuch Crimes as were alledg'd 
againſt them, they not appearing, the Court proceeded 
to diveſt Earl John of all his Lands, and Honours; 
and others met with ſuch Cenſures as were ſuitable to 
their Crimes. | 
Affairs being thus ſettled, the King's whole Bent was 
to fill his Coffers. Accordingly he reſum'd thoſe 
Crown Lands he had ſold to furniſh him out for the 
Holy War, pretending they were only mortgag'd, and 
not ſold outright. The King then caus'd himſelf to be 
crown'd again at Wincheſter, and caus'd a new Broad 
Seal to be made, requiring that all Charters granted 
under his former; ſhould be confirmed by this; which 
rais'd great Sums to the Exchequer. King Richard was 
the firſt Eugliſhß King who bore Arms on his Seals, and 
who carry'd in his Shield zhree Lions paſſant, born ever 
ſince for the Royal Arms of England. 
& 2 
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About two Months after the King's Arrival in Eug- 
land, News was brought that Vernvill in Normandy was 
belieg'd by the French King. Richard got together one 
hundred great Ships, and paſs'd into Normandy. The The King 
French King immediately rais'd the Siege, and retir'd 894 int 
with Shame and Loſs. And here, by the Mediation 
of his Mother Eleanor, Earl Jobn was receiv'd into 
the King's Favour, and reſtored to all his Honours and 
Poſſefſions : Which Clemency he never after abus'd. 
At Length the two Armies drew near each other at 
Vendoſine; but the French King, unwilling to hazard a 
Battle, retir d with ſuch Precipitation and Fear, that 
reat Numbers of his Men were kill'd and taken Pri- 
loners by the Exgliſb, and all the Waggons, and Baggage 
with a great Treaſure fell into their Hands, and alſo 
the King's portable ee) and the Charters of all thoſe 
Vaſſals of the King of England, who had confederated 
with King Philip and Earl Jobn. | 

This Victory was ſucceeded with a Year's Truce; 
before the Expiration of which King Philip propos'd 
to decide the Controverſy between them, by five ſe- 
le& Combatants on each Side, and the vanquiſhed 
Party to ſubmit to the Terms 9 on beforehand; 
to which Propoſal King Xichard replied, that he well 
approved of it, provided the King of Frauce would be 
the fifth Man on one Side, and he himſelf on the o- 
ther ; but this King Philip refuſed, And as theſe Paſ- 
lages ſhew the Courage, ſo another ſhews the Piety of 
this Prince: For about this Time a poor Hermit ad- 
moniſhed the King to remember the Subverſion of So- 
dom, and to abſtain from unlawful Luſts: Upon which 
the King betook himſelf to his Queen, and became ve- 
ry charitable to the Poor. 


e French 
King flies. 


During the King's Abſence, * .— was much in- Zag wich 
felted by Robbers, Thieves, and Outlaws; the moſt Robbers 
tamous of whom was a Man called Robin Hood, ac- 
companied by another called Little John, and an hun- 
ded ſtrong Bow-Men, who in Torgſbire moleſted all 
Paſſengers upon the Highway ; againſt whom a. Pro- 
clamation was iſſued, which obliged Robin: Hood to 
hide himſelf in a Nunnery called Birkey, where fal- 
ling ſick, and defiring to be let Bl he was be- 
trayed, and bled to Death, About the ſame Time 

ondon was afflicted with a great Tumult, occaſioned a gedicion 


v7 one called William Longbeard, about a Tar, _ in London 
8 
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he pretended was unequally laid. Many of his Party 
were lain, and he and many others taken, of which 
Number himſelf and eight more were executed, which 
put an End to the Sedition. | 
But to return to the King's Affairs beyond the Seas; 
there paſſed ſeveral Interchanges between the Exgliþþ 
and French; ſometimes of Wars with Plunderings and 
Devaſtations, and ſometimes of Truces with Inter- 
views and Parley, both Kings ſeeking to augment the 
Number of their Friends; in which King Richard ſuc- 
ceeded, for he drew from the French King's Party Bala. 
win, Earl of Flanders, and Raymund, Earl of Tholouſe. 
In one of theſe Military Actions, the Biſhop of Beaz- 
wars, who was alſo an Earl, and of Royal Blood, was 
taken Priſoner by King Richard's Party. He by Let 
ter to the Pope complained of his Confinement, and 
of his being loaded with irons, contrary to his Order 
and Dignity. The Pope wrote to King R:chard, to 
know why he detained his dear Brother and Son, the 
Biſhop. The — immediately returned an Anſwer, 
and with it the Biſhop's Armour, in which he was 
taken, with this Paſſage on it, Holy Father, will you be 
pleaſed to ſee, whether this is your Son's Coat, or mt! 
Upon which the Pope deliſted, and left the Biſhop to 
| purchaſe his own Liberty, which he did for ten thou- 


bole awe i nes An anti os 4 


z. land Marks. Still King Richard increaſed his Party 
Many joyn by new Confederates, as Arthur, Duke of Bretagne, 
the King. the Duke of Lovain, the Earls of Guienne, Bullugn, 
The French and others. About this Time King Rzchard attack'd 

| beaten. the French between Curcet and Giſors, and put them to 
Flight; and the King of France hardly eſcaped with his 

Life; for paſſing a Bridge the Crowd was ſo great, 

that it broke down, and Philip fell into the River 

Ept. King Richard in his Letter afcribed this ViQo- 

| ry to God and his Right, which firſt gave Occaſion to 
| this antient Motto, Dien et mon Droit. And now 
many great Men joined with Pope Innocent, who ſent 

a Cardinal to put an End to this War, and reconcile 

1 the two Kings. This had ſo good an Effect, that 
| A Pes con not long after a firm Peace was concluded between 
cluded. them. i Je 2 

| But not long after this TD King Richard's A- 
| varice was the Occaſion of his Death; for Vidamor, 
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who not . with it, demanded the whole 

as Treaſure Trove, and his Prerogative. The Vis 

count not yielding, the King marched with his Army 

and beſieged the Caſtle of Chaluz, and ſwore he would 

take the Caſtle and hang every Man : But as he was 

viewing it, in order to begin the Storm, a Crosbow- 

man ſhot at him, and wounded him in the Shoulder. The King 
Upon which he returned to his Quarter, and ordered wou. 
Marchade to begin the Storm ; and when taken, to 

hang up every Man, except him who ſhot at him, who 

was one Bertram, whom they ſav'd and brought be- 

fore the King, who asked him, what Injury he had 

done him, that he ſhould kill him? To whom the o- 

ther roughly replied, That he had killed his Father and 

two Brothers with his own Hand, and was endeayour- 

ing to kill him alſo ; therefore he might take what Re- 

venge ne pleaſed; and that he was glad he had flain 

him, who had done ſo much Miſchief in the World. 

The King forgave him, and ordered him an hundred 

Shillings befides : But Marchade, after the King's : 
Death, ordered him to be flead alive, and hanged. The His Death, 
King, his Wound gangrening, died upon the ſixth 

of April, in the forty firſt Year of his Age, having 

reigned nine Years and nine Months. 
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F ARL Fohz, the ſole ſurviving Brother of Richard, 4. P. 1199. 


immediately upon his Death, being in the Field 4 


| 


with bis Army, took all Methods to ſecure the Crown. 
He made the Army his by great Promiſes of Gifts and 
Rewards; and then diſpatched Archbiſhop Hubert, and 
other Men of Influence, into Exgiand, to prepare the 
People to receive him for their King. Upon their Ar- 
wal they prevailed with moſt of King Johbz's Adver- 
laries, by promiſing them, that he ſhould reſtore their 
Lights, and govern the Kingdom with all Modera- 
M tion, to ſwear Fealty to him. On the other Hand, Ar- puts 
bar, Earl of Aujou, Son of Fohn's elder Brother, Right. 
Vor. . O Jeffrey, 
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Feffrey, was very active with the Nobility of Anja, 
Maine, and Tureine, to recover his Right, and they all 
declared for him. Fohz was ſenſible that this Cloud 
would ſoon break into a violent Storm; and therefore 
reſolved to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of Euglaud firſt, after 
having received the Inveſtiture of Normandy. Accord. 
ingly he haſted into Ez2/azd, with his Mother Eleamr, 
Joe crown- Where, by way of Election, he received the Crown x 
ed. the Hands of Hubert, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who 
in his Speech declared,“ That by ail Realvu diving 
and human, none ought to ſuccced in ti Kingdom 
&« but he who ſhould be for the Worthineſs of his Virtus 
& univerſally choſen by the State, as was this Man,” 
Queen Eleanor was very active for her Son Fohy, and 
againſt her Grandſon Aribur, who was the right Heir 
in ny we i 1, Jobs bal 
agland being ſecured, John haſtens into Normandy 
oo the "ans. King having knighted Arthur, and - 


mandy. ceived his Homage for the ſame, had drawn the People 


int a general Revolt. Joh conſidering his precarious 

Title to the Crown was unwilling to engage in a War; 

and therefore mediated a Parley with the French King; 

but to no Purpoſe ; for that King underſtanding J 
Circumſtances, ſtood upon ſuch Conditions as Jr 

could not comply with; and ſo they appealed to the 

Sword. The French King had the better of Jon, and 

gained many Parts of his Dominions, not for Arthur, 

as he pretended, but for himſelf. Arthur was ſo ſen- 

ſible of this, that he and his Mother Coxſtazce were per- 

fuaded to ſubmit to King Johu's Protection; but under- 

ſtanding he meant to impriton them, they fled the next 

Day to Aagzers, and ſo made both Kings their Ene— 

mics ; who both by the Mediation of the Pope's Le- 

A. D. 1200. gate conclude a Peace upon theſe Conditions, That 
A Peace Lewis, the eldeſt Son to King Philip ſhould marry 
concluded. Blanche, Niece to King John, who gave with her the 
City and County of Eureux, with ſeveral Caſtles in 
Normandy, and thirty thouſand Marks in Silver, aud 

to leave him all his Territories in Frazce, if he died 

without lilue; and that he ſhould give no Aſſiſtance to 

his Nephew Ozho, the Emperor. The Emperor being 

thus deſerted by his Uncle King John, demands 0 

him the City of Exrerx, and County of Pozctozr, and 

two Parts of the Treaſure which his Uncle King A 

chard had given him by Will; but too late; the oy 
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ations of Blood, and rendring of Dues always giving 

Place to the Neceſſities of State. | 
Soon after King Joh repudiates his Wife, on Pre- A. D. 1203? 

tence of Conſanguinity, and marries abel the Daughter 

and Heireſs of the Earl of Azgoleſiae. He then returned 

to England, and impoſes three Shillings upon every 

Plough-Land, to diſcharge the Dowry of thirty thou- 

ſand Marks, which he had promiſed to the King of 

France's Son, with his Niece Blanche. Jeffrey the 

Archbiſhop of Tork, King Joba's Brother, oppoſeth this 

Tax; for which, and his not Appearance upon Sum- 

mons, the King ſeizeth on all his Temporalities: Up- 

on which the Archbiſhop interdicts the whole Province. 

The King, with his new Queen, makes a Progreſs in- 

to the North, and exacts great Fines of Offenders in 

his Foreſts. In his Paſſage thro* Yor#:7e, his Brother, 

dy, WF the Archbiſhop, refuſed him Wine, and the Honour 

d re« of the Bells: But by the Mediation of four Biſhops, 


ple four Barons, and a great Sum of Money, they were re- 

ions conciled. Upon the Eaſter after this Progreſs, the 

Var; King was again crowned, with Lis Wite Jabel, at Caa- King Johns 
ing; terbury, by Archbiſhop Hubers; and the Earls and hg ne Opp 
his rons, who had been ſummoned to be ready with Horſe | 
2 and Armour to paſs the Seas with him, ſend him 

the Word, that unleſs he would reſtore them to their 

and Rights and Liberties, they would not attend him. Up- 

bur, on which the King took their Caſtles from them ; and 

ſen- goes into Nermazdy, notwithſtanding this Refuſal of , p. 126 
per- the Nobility, and there farther ratified his Agreements 

der- with the Freuch King, who in a very ſplendid Manner 

next treated King John and his Queen at Paris. And here 


Ene both Kings being ſolicited by the Pope's Legate, grant- 
Le- ed a Subſidy of one fortieth Part of all their Subjects 
That Revenues, for one Year, for the Relief of the Chri- 
arry ſtians in the Holy Land. To levy which, the Chief Ju- 
the ſtice of England ſends forth his Writs by Way of Re- 


8 in queſt, not Coaction. Soon after this Argh Celburn, A — 
and whoſe Wife King John had taken, combines with Ar-Jing Jen, 
died thur and his Party; and the French King, notwithſtand- = 
e to ing his Engagements, takes Part with them, marries 

eing his youngeſt Daughter to Arthur, and requires King 

; of John to deliver up all his Territories in France, and by 

and a peremptory Day ſummons him to appear perſonally 

Ki at Paris, to anſwer what ſhould be laid to his Charge, 


blts and to abide the Determination of his Court: Which 


O 2 King 


-- 
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rators. 
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King John refuſing, was by Sentence adjudged a Trai- 


tor, and to loſe all he held of that Crown. Then were 
all his Dominions attacked at once by the King of 
France in Normandy, by Arthur and the Barons in Ay. 
jou, who laid Siege to Mirable defended by Eleanor 
the King's Mother, to whoſe Relief King John march- 
ed with greater Expedition and Power than was ex- 
pected, attack'd and deteated the Beſiegers, taking Ar- 
thur, Hugh le Brun, the Barons of Poiclou, and above 
two hundred great Men, Priſoners, all whom he car- 
ried away bound in Carts, and diſperſed them into his 
Caſtles, both in Normandy and England, 

This Victory, which might have eſtabliſhed him in 
the Throne, was his utter undoing ; for by the ill Uſe 
of it, he loſt himſelf and his Reputation for ever. Ar- 
thur is ſhortly after murthered in Priſon, and the Fad 
laid to King John's Charge; which, with the barbarous 
Execution of many of his Priſoners aud Hoſtages, fo 
exaſperated the Nobility of Bretagne, Anjou, and Poie- 
tou, that they took up Arms againſt him, and appealed 
to the King of France for Juſtice, who ſummoned him 
to appear in his Court; which King Fohz refuſing, is 
condemned to Joſe Normaudy, which his Anceſtors had 
held three hundred Years, and all his Territories in 
France; which, either thro' his own Negligence, or 
Treachery of his Miniſters, who were much diſguſted 
with him, was brought about, and he wholly diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of them. 

In this ſad Condition King 7Johz returns to England, 
and charges the Earls and Barons with his Lolles in 
France, and fines them to pay the ſeventh part of their 
Goods for refuſing him Aid; neither did he ſpare the 
Church it ſelf Some Time after he called a Parlia- 
ment at Oxford, who granted him another Tax of two 
Marks and a Half upon every Knight's Fee for a mili- 
tary Aid, and upon the Clergy proportionably. No ſoon- 
er was this Money brought into the Exchequer, but there 
was an Occaſion to take it out again, to ſpend it in 
France; tor the Bretoas not receiving that Satisfaction 
they expected from their new Maſter, called in their 
old one again. Upon this King Johz haſted into Nor- 
mandy with all the Forces he could get together, and 
joining thoſe that were there, he took the Cattle of 


A. D. 1205. Mont-Alban, and a little after the City of Augeirs. But 


the King of France, by the Fortune of one Day, 1 
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him to accept of a two Years Truce; and then he 
returned into Exgland for more Supplies. To obtain 
which a new Impoſition was laid on the thirteenth Part 
of every Man's moveable and other Goods, both of 
the Clergy and Laity ; who now ſeeing their Subſtance 
thus conſumed, began to think of recovering their an- 


tient Liberties. The Archbiſhop of York was the firſt 


that oppoſed this Tax, who curſed the Receivers of it, 
and retired beyond the Seas, chuſing rather to live in 


| Banichment Abroad than under Oppreſſion at Home. 


And now began that fatal Breach between the King 4. P. 1206. 
and his Subjects, which coſt more noble Blood than Civil Wars 
all the Foreign Wars fince the Conqueſt ; and did — 
fully ceaſe till the great Charter ( firſt pos by King Subjects. 
John) was ratified by Edward the Firſt, in the twenty 

ſeventh Year of his Reigu, which was above eighty 


Years aſter. 


| ' The Nobility in Exgland having loſt their Eſtates and 


Imployments abroad, and being perpetually haraſs'd at 
home, took up Arms to ſecure their Liberties, Their 
Cauſe was much better than their Proſecution of it; 
which occaſion'd great Diſorder. The Corruption of 
the Times contributed much to the Miſchief, but 
the Clergy by their Ambition and Avarice contributed 
much more ; for they brought in a feigned Piece of Pie- 
ty to be a Party in the Conteſt, Hubert Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury being dead, the Monks ſecretly in the 
Night, and to prevent the King, elected Reginald their 
Sub- prior to be Archbiſhop, and ſent him to Rome, ta- A controver- 


king his Oath of Secrecy beforehand. But his great f about the 


Joy for his Preferment ſoon broke out; for at his Ar- 2 


rival in Flanders, he made his Election known; which op. 
the Monks hearing, and fearing the King's Diſpleaſure, 
ſend to him for Leave to elect a fit Perſon for their 
See. John Gray, Biſhop of Norwich, was recommend- 

ed by the King, whom they elect their Archbiſhop, 
Theſe Elections are warmly controverted at Rome: 
The Pope and Cardinals make both void, and in their 
Stead, on their own Authority, make one Stephen Lang- A. D nc, 
ton, a Cardinal and an Exgliſbman, then at Rome, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury. The Pope wrote to K. Jobn in 

his Commendation, and exhorts him to receive him; 
and commands the Monks of Canterbury to obey him. 
King John enraged at the Pope's Treatment, ſent arm- 


ed Men to expel the Monks of Canterbary as Trai- 
O3 tors. 
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tors. They fly to Flanders, and their Goods are con- 
fiſcated. Then the King writes to the Pope, and ex- 
| King Jen poſtulates with him about this Aitair, atfirming, “ that 
2 tome England alone yielded more Profit to Rome than all 
Ta e the other Nations on this Side the Alps; That he 
« would wincicate the Liberties of his Crown to Death, 
« and not be compel'd to recede from the Election 
« of the Biſhop of Norwich; and threatens, that if the 
« Pope refuſes to do him Juſtice herein, he would hin- 

« ger all Refort to the Court of Rome. 
Pope's An= The Pope having receiv'd che King's Letters, return'd 
iwerto him. him a grave and reproving Anſwer ; and alſo wrote 
| to the Biſhops of Londin, Ely, and Worceſter, com- 
manding them to treat firſt mildly with the King, and 
exhort him to ſubmit to the See of Rome; but if he 
perſiſted, to interdict the whole Kingdom, and if that 
would not prevail, he would deal more ſeverely with 
him himſelf. He farther charged the Suffragan Biſhops 
of the Province of Canterbury, by Virtue of their Ca- 
nonical Obedience, to receive their Archbiſhop Ste- 
phen, and to obey him with all Reſpect. The Biſhops 
ſhew'd the King this Mandate, and intreated him for 
2 God's Sake to recall the Archbiſhop and the Monks 
King enrag d of Cauterbury. The King broke out into a violent 
gyainit the Paſſion againſt the Pope and Cardinals, ſwearing by 
wy God's Teeth, “ That if they, or any other ſhould dare 
eto put the Kingdom'under Interdiction, he would im- 
& mediately fend all the Clergy of Emzland to the 
« Pope, and confiſcate their Goods; and that if any 
© Perſons, ſent frem Name for that End, were found 
© in the Land, their Eyes ſhould be put out, and their 
© Noſes flit, and fo ſeut Home.” The Biſhops were 
ordered immediately to depart his Preſence, as they 
tendred their own Safety. They forthwith acquaint 
The King-the Pope; he interdicts the whole Kingdom: Upon 
dem inter- which the Biſhops of London, Ely, Worceſter, Bath, and 
A. D. 1208, Hereford, fled ſecretly out of the Kingdom. Imme- 
: diately all the Prelates and their Servants were com- 
manded to leave the Nation; their Biſhopricks and Ab- 
bies were put into the Hands of Laymen, and their 
Revenues confiſcated to the King's Uſe. The Monk- 
iſh Writers of theſe Times give us a tragical Account 
of the barbarous Ulage the Clergy met withal from the 
King's Servants; but their rebellious Obſtinacy deſerved 
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this Curſe, yet he endeavoured to hinder the ill Con- 


| ſequences of it ; accordingly he ſent a Body of Sol- 
diers to molt of the great Men of the Kingdom, to 
require of them Hoſtages for their Fidelity; tome ſent 
their Sons, others their Nephews, and nearelt Kin- 
| dred. William de Brauſe, a Nobleman, being requir- 
| ed to deliver his Hoſtage was prevented in his Anfwer 


by his Wife, who told the Commiſſioners, © That the 
« King ſhould have none of her Sons to keep, becauſe 
« he kept Ar:5z7 his own Brother's Son ſo ill.” Upon 


Report of this Anſwer, the King fent to apprehend the 
{ Baron ; but he fled with his Wife and two Sans into 
ireland, from whence this afflicted Lady ſent to the 
| Queen four hundred Kine and a Bull, but this would 


not procure a Pardon. The King at length found Means 


| to take her and her Sons, (the Baron eſcaping into 
| France) impriſoned them in Mindſor Cattle, and there 
ſtarved them to Death; a hard Puniſhment for an inad- 


vertent, tho* witty Speech. The King diſpleaſed with 


| the Londoners, removed his Exchequer to Northampton, 
and marches with his Forces towards Scotland: Bur 


by Mediation a Peace was concluded. In his Return 


he laid open all Incloſures in his Foreſts, and took Ho- 


ſtages of all Free Tenants, even of Children of twelve 
Years old throughout his Kingdom. 


When the Interdition had continued two Years, King Fob» 


ex commun 


without any Efte& on the King, the Pope proceeded d. 


to excommunicate him; but this Method failed alſo, 
and the King only grew the more enraged againſt the 
Clergy; fo that notwithſtanding the Pope's Mandate, 
they durſt not execute it for many Days after. At 
length the Archdeacon of Norwich, an Officer in the 
King's Exchequer, conferring with his Fellows about 
the Sentence, affirmed, - That it was not lawful for 
* any beneficed Men to remain in the Service and O- 
* bedience of an excommunicated King ;” and fo 
without Leave he retired Home. The King hearing of 
this Action, was very angry, and immediately ſent 


William Talbot with armed Men to apprehend him: 


He was taken, and impriſoned, and at the King's Com- 
mand was put into a Sheet of Lead, in which he perith- 
ed. At this Time alſo, the Pope excommunicated the 


Othe the Em- 


Emperor 0:ho, and abſolved all the States of Germany peror ex- 


community 


rom their Obedience to him. Thus the two greateſt 0 


O + Princes A. D. 1209. 
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Princes in the World were left to the Mercy of thei; 

Subjects, ſo far 2s lay in the Pope's Power. 
A. P. 1210, King John having extorted great Sums from the 'Jew, 
— A — reſolves upon an Expedition into Ireland, upon Advice 
of ſome Diſorders there. The great Men ſubmitted 
upon his Arrival, and did Homage to him. The King, 
to prevent future Diſorders, ordains that Country to be 
2 by the Laws and Cuitoms of Egland, cauſed 
zglifſþ Money to be coined there, of equal Value, and 
alike current as in Exgland: And after three Months 
Stay, 17 conſtituted the Biſhop of Norwich Chief 
A. D. 1211. Juſtice of Ireland, the King returned to Eavlend; and 
preſuming upon his new Strength, ſummons all the Pre. 
lates to appcar at London; where he extorted from them, 
for the Redemption of their Sees, the Sum of one hun- 

dred thouſand Pounds Sterling. q 

Lewelin with The Hel, under Lewelin ng of North Wale, 
ing John march'd, 


= Web in were up in Arms; againſt whom Ki 
s. and ſoon reduc'd them to his Obedience, taking twenty 
eight Children of their beſt Families, for Pledges of their 
future SubjeCtion; and returning thence, he exacts two 
Marks of every Knight who had not attended in that 
4. P. 1212. Expedition. At Northampton he received the Pope's 
Legates Pandulphus and Durandus, ſent to cilabliſh Peace 
between the Kingdom and Clergy. The King conſent— 
ed that the Archbiſhop and Monks ſhould return home; 
but refus'd to make Satisfaction for their Goods confiſ- 
cated; at which the Agents for the Pope departed with 
Diſſatisfaction. But the Pope finding the King a little 
Thepope en- yielding, grew more exorbitant in his Demands, and 
rag d. would force him to what he pleaſed; and abſolves all 
the King's Subjects from their Obedience; and forbids 
them, under Pain of Excommunication, the King's Ta- 
ble, Council, or Conference. But this Proceeding of 
the Pope's had not the intended Effect; for many of 
King John's Subjects ſtill ſtuck by him: Tho' it cauſed 
The Welſh a- the Melſh to revolt, and ſome of his People to conſpire 
gain revolt. againſt him. The King haſted to ſubdue the Welſh; 
cauſing the twenty eight Children, their innocent 
Pledges, to be hanged up in his Preſence. But 
having diſcover'd a Conſpiracy againſt his Perſon, he 


ſpected Nobles; of ſome of whom he got Pledges, and 
others fled. 


The 


was obliged to return to London, to ſuppreſs the ſu- 
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The Pope, enraged that none of his wholſome Severities 
had taken Effect, proceeded to his laſt Efforts, and pro- | 
nounced the greateſt and moſt imperious Sentence that Pope's Sen- 
ever was given againſt any ſovereign Prince, viz. an g agank 
abſolute Depoſition from the royal Government of 8. 
England: And wrote to the King of France,“ That ifHe flirs up 
« ever he expected to have his Sins torgiven, either in Te French 
« this World or the next, he ſhould attempt by all ther againſt 
« means to expel King John out of his Kingdom, and him. 
« poſſeſs the ſame for himſelf and his Heirs tor ever.“ 
And to the ſame Effect, his Holineſs ſent Letters to 
other Princes, and great Men of other Nations, to per- 
ſuade them to aff the King of France in this Enter- 
prize, granting them the ſame Remiſſion of Sins, as if 
they undertouk the holy War. The Hench King here- —— 
upon commands all his great Men to prepare to aſſiſt galt him. 
him in this Work : And for their Tranſportation into 
England, he gets ready a noble Fleet. King John like- 
wiſe prepares for Defence, and ſummons all Orders 
and Degrees to be ready, upon Pain of Culvertage, 
(that is, being branded for Cowards) and perpetual Ser- 
vitude, Upon this, ſuch Multitudes came in, that 
Arms and Provifions could not be got ſufficient for 
them; accordingly, all the unable and unneceſſary Per- 
ſons were ſent home again, and only fixty thouſand 
choice Men kept, with a Navy ſuperior to that of 
France, With theſe Forces King Fon expected the E- 
nemy. Pandulphus the Legate, ſeeing theſe Preparati- 
ons, perſuades the French King to entertain a Treaty 
of Peace; then comes over to King Joh, and terrifies 
him with the Freuch Preparations ; and by theſe ſubtile 
Means he prevailed on him to yield to any Conditions 
whatſoever, not only to grant a full Satisfaction to the 
Archbiſhop and Monks of Canterbury, and the Biſhops 
of London, Ely, Bath and Lincoln, who were fled to the 
Archbiſhop ; but alſo to lay down his Crown, Scepter, ; John 
Mantle, Sword and Ring, the Badges of his royal Dig- — 52 bis 
nity, at the Feet of Pandulphus; delivering up there with Kingdom to \ 
the Kingdom of England to the Pope, and ſubmitting®* ep 
to the Judgment and Mercy of the Oban Two Days 
the — kept the Crown; and the King and his No- 
bles did conſent, That he and his Succeſſors ſhould hold 
the Kingdom of England, and Lordſhip of Ireland, from | 
the See of Rome, at the annual Tribute of one thouſand | 
Marks. And this, with his Homage and Fealty, he 

N confirm- 
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confirmed by Charter, at a Houſe of the Templars, near 


Dover. The weighty Reaſons which mov'd King Joby 


to ſuch a mean Condeſcenſion, are ſaid to be, © 1. The 


deep Senſe of his own Sins againſt God, having liy. 


& ed five Years excommunicated ; and the Troubles the 
Kingdom was in by the Interdiction. 2. The Power 
« of his Enemies, the King of Fraxce and his Adherents, 
„ 3. The doubtful Allegiance of his Nobility, whom 
* he had offended. 4. The Approach of Aſcenſion- 
% Gay, after which, one Peter, an Hermit, had prophe- 
e fied that he ſhould be no longer King.” Which in 
ſome Senſe proved true, by this Reſignation. Yet till 
the Interdiction continu'd, and the King's Abſolution 


was deferr'd, till full Reſtitution was made to the Cler- 


gy; for whom cight thouſand Marks of Silver were 


preſently deliver'd to Pandulphus, who trampled it un- 


der his Feet, as if that baſe Matter was Dirt, in Com- 
pariſon of the Grace conferred on the King, the Tran(- 
greſſor: Yet he took it up again, and carried it with 
him into France. And forbids the Freuch King to pro- 
ceed any farther in this Enterprize, upon Pain of Ex- 
communication, ſince King John had thus ſubmitted 
himſelf to the Church. 

The French King, enraged at this unexpected Meſſage, 
having made ſuch great Preparations, and being elevated 
with the Hopes ot Succeſs, could ſcarce contain him- 
ſelf: But ſeeing his Confederates quaſh'd by the Menaces 
of the Church, he deſiſts, extremely diſcontented; and 
falls upon the Earl of Flanders, with all his Forces, be- 
cauſe he had 'refus'd to follow him againſt King John. 
The Earl ſends immediately to King John for Aid, who 
willing to imploy his Navy, and People ready for War, 
fends five hundred Ships, with ſeven hundred Knights, 
into Flanders, under the Conduct of his baſe Brother Mil- 


vVidory over liam Longſword, Earl of Salisbury. They ſail'd to the 


the French. Port of 


Xing for in- 


vading 


France, the 


Nobility 
gainſt it. 


am, where the French Navy lay at Anchor, 
in great Diſorder, and without Defence, their Forces 
being gone up into the Country, which they attack'd, 
and deltroy'd; after which they join'd the Flemings, and 
drove the French Army home, with great Diſhonour 
and Loſs. 

King John, being puffed up with this Victory, and 
his Peace with the Church, reſolves upon great Things, 


4 One of which was to invade the Freach Dominions: 


And to this End, he engag'd the Emperor Orbo to _ 
im: 


bim: / 
Captain 
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bim: And then he ſent great Sums of Money to his 
| Captains in Flanders, and aſſembled his Army at Portſ- 


month. But theſe Deſigns were ſpoil'd, by the Revolt 


| of his Nobility, who abſolutely refus'd to aſſiſt or at- 


tend him in it, till he was abſolv'd, and had confirmed 


| their Liberties to them. This ſo enraged him, that he 
| ſends forthwith for the Archbiſhop, and the other Bi- 


ſhops that were exil'd, and promiſed them ſpeedy Re- 
ſtituiion and Satisfaction by Charter under the Hands 
and Seals of twenty four Earls and Barons. Imme- 


| diately Paudulphus, and the exil'd Clergy, came over 
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to the King at H/7ncheſter, who met them, and on his 


| Knees with Tears receives them, and implores their 
| Compaſſion on him and the Kingdom; he is abſolved g. 


Toha 


with great Penitence, and ſolemnly ſwears to love, 


defend, and maintain the Church and its Miniſters ; to 
renew the good Laws of his Predeceſſors, and eſpecial- 
ly thoſe of King Edward, and to judge all his Subjects 
according to the juſt Judgment of his Court. Then 
leaving the Government of the Kingdom to Feffrey 
Fitz-Peter, and the Biſhop of Miucheſter, and they to 
take the Counſel of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, he 


goes to Portſmouth to paſs into France: But his Sol- 


diers demand Supplies of Money, which he refuſing, in 
a Rage, fails to Ferſey ; but none of his Nobles fol- 
lowing him, he returns and levies Forces to chaſtiſe 
theſe Lords. The Archbiſhop tells him, that it was di- 
rectly againſt his Oath at his Abſolution ; to whom the 
King in a great Paſſion replied, that he would not lay 
alide the Buſineſs of the Kingdom for his Pleaſure, 
ſeeing the Judgment of the Laity did not belong to him; 
and ſo in a Fury he marched to Nottingham. The 
Archbiſhop follows him, and told him in plain Terms, 
that unleſs he would deſiſt, he would excommunicate 
all who took up Arms; and ſo obtained a Day for the 
Lords to come to Court. 

A Parliament was ſoon after called, and met in St. 
Pauls Church, where the Archbiſhop produc'd a Charter 


A Parlia- 
mentheld in 
St. Pauls 


of Henry I. whereby he granted the antient Liberties to Church. 


his People, according to the Laws of King Edward, 
with thoſe Emendations, which his Father, by the 
Counſel of his Barons, did ratify. This Charter being 
read, the Barons rejoyced, and ſwore before the Arch- 
biſhop, that for theſe Liberties they would ſpend their 
Blood; and entring into an Agreement with him — 

1 that 
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that End, the Parliament broke up. Upon which the 
King was reſolved to try all Methods to make himſel 
abſolute Lord of his Subjects; accordingly he ſent an 
Embaſly to Miramumalim, the Moor, King of Africa, 
for Aſſiſtance againſt his own Subjects, offering to te- 
fign his Kingdom to him, and hold it ever after by Tri. 
bute from him, and to renounce the Chriſtian Faith, 
and receive that of Mahomet. Miramumalim received 
the Meſlage with Diſdain, and ordered the Ambailiidors 
to depart his Court immediately, King Joh being dif. 
appointed in this Attempt, takes another way to bring 
about his Deſigns, and tries Pope Innocent with great 
Sums of Money, and Reaſſurance of his tribucary Sub- 
jection, which he confirmed by a new Oath and Char- 


ter; whereupon the Interdiction was taken off, which 


had continued fix Years, three Months and fourteen 
Days; and the King was recommended to Kome for a 
moſt tractable and obedient Son of the Church. 

The following Year the King and Queen went into 
France, received the Fealty of many ot the Barons of 
Poictou, and recovered ſeveral Places there; then he 


- goes into Bretagne, recovers Nantes, and prepares to 
 tght Lewis the French King's Son. But the Poidi- 


w1axs refuſing to fight, the King was forc'd to leave the 
Field, and make a diſhonourable T'ruce. About the 
ſame Time the French King overthrew Ozho's Forces, 
being in Number one hundred and fifty thouſand Foor, 
beſides Horſe : In which Battle one thouſand five hun- 
dred Knights were lain, and many great Men taken 
Priſoners; The Emperor eſcaped with Difficulty, and 
died ſoon after. | 

Upon theſe Misfortunes of the King and his Confe- 
derates, the Barons met at St. Edmonds-Bury to con- 
fer about the Charter of Henry I. and ſwore upon the 
High Altar, That if the King refuſed to confirm thoſe 


Liberties, they would by Force of Arms compel him. - 


Accordingly they provide themſelves with Horſe and 
Armour, and reſolve to petition him at CHriſtmas upon 
that Account. The Petition being preſented, the py. 
only antwered, That ſince the Matter they requeſte 
was of Importance, he would take till Eaſter to con- 
fider of it: By which the Barons perceiving that no- 
thing was to be obtained but by Force, they aſſemble 
their Army, and marched towards Oxford, where the 
King: was. He ſends Commiſſioners to them to yo ws 
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| what thoſe Laws and Liberties were, which they re- 


quired. They gave a Schedule of them, which being 


| read, the King ask'd in a great Rage, why the Barons 
did not demand the Kingdom alſo? and ſwore he 
would never grant thoſe Liberties which would reduce 


him to the Condition of a Servant. 
Upon this Anſwer, the Barons ſeize ſome of his 


Caſtles, and the Londoner joyn with them, delivering join the Ba- 


the City into their Cuſtody. But by the Mediation of 
Earl Marſhal and others, a Parley was obtain'd with 
the Barons, to be held between Windſor and Stains, in 
a Meadow call'd Raunning-Mead, where after many 
Meetings and much Debate, the King conſented to con- 
firm thoſe Laws and Liberties formerly granted and 
reſtor'd, and in Part ordain'd by Henry I. and call'd 
MacnA CHARTA;-and alſo granted a Charter of 


Security, whereby twenty five Barons are conſtituted fm Magus 


Conſervators of the Liberties, with Power to compel 
the King to obſerve this great Charter, by ſeizing his 
Caſtles, c. Thus were the Rights of the Kingdom 
recover'd out of the very Fire. But ſome evil Coun- 
ſellors telling the King, that by this Grant he had made 
himſelf a King without a Kingdom, a Lord without 
Dominions, and a Subject to his Subjects; upon this 
he pretended, that what he did was by Force, and there- 
fore of no Obligation; and reſolv'd never to comply 
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Londoner, 


rons. 


King con- 


Charta. 


with it. Immediately he retir'd to the Je of Wight, Revokes it 
thence he ſends his Agents to Rome to complain of again. 


this forced Act to the Pope; who condemns it, and 
at once excommunicates the Barons; who all this 
Time kept themſelves and their Forces together about 
London; but ſought not to ſurpriſe the King's Per- 
ſon, or intercept his Agents. The King ſent to pro- 
cure foreign Forces, and turned Pirate, till they arriv'd; 
at the Time appointed, he meets them at Dover ; but 
ſure never was there ſuch a Sight of deſperate Adven- 
turers, leading an execrable Sort of People ready for any 
Miſchiets. With theſe King John detigns to ſet upon 
bis own People, and in all Probability nad made a great 
Progreſs in nis Deſigns, had not Hugh de Bovis, one 
of his Aſſiſtants, been loſt with forty thouſand Men, 
Women, and Children, in a Storm. 

The King with this Cr-:w, in leſs than half a Year, 
toox in all the Caſtles of tie Barons, who made no 
Oppoſition ; and he was abſolute Maſter of all England, 

except 
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except London, which he durlt not attack, becauſe the 
Barons were there, and had ſworn to die together, A 
St. Albans the King divides his Army, giving the Com. 
mand of one Part to the Earl of Salisbury, to cut of 
if poſſible, all Proviſions from London, and marching 
with the other himſelf Northwards, both Armies laid 
waſte the Country: And the Excommunication of the 
Barons is firſt publiſhed at St. Abhang. And now the 
Barons ſeeing themſelves depriv'd of their Eſtates, which 
were given to Strangers, and their Wives and Daughters 


Baronsapply violated, fell upon another Extreme ; making their Ap. 
— — plication to Leuis the Freuch King's Son for Aſſiſtance, 


King 


promiſing him the Crown, and giving Pledges to per- 
form it. Lewis and the French King reſolve to aſſiſ 
them ; and make great Preparations to accompliſh it; 
at which the Pope is angry, -and ſends to them not to 
invade Exgland, becauſe King John was a Vallal of 
the Romany Church, The King of France anſwers like 


an Engliſp King, That the Kingdom of Ezglazd never 


was, nor is, nor ever ſhall be the Patrimony of St. Pe- 
ter; and that. King John could not give away the King- 
dom without the Conſent of the Barons, Leuis ha- 
ving got all Things in a Readineſs, ſails from Calai 
with above fix hundred Ships, and landed his Army at 
Sandwich. King John was at Dover with his Forces; 
upon Notice of the French Power, and diſtruſting the 
Faith of his Mercenaries, he quits the Field. Lew; 
ets Submiſſion of all Kent, except Dover; then is 
joyfully receiv'd by the Barons at London, who ſwear 
Fealty to him. The Pope excommunicates Lew!:s; 
Dover, Windſor, and ſome other Caſtles held out for 
King John. The Places of Action in this War were 
about Hales, Norfolk and London; and many Miſehiets 
were done during the Summer. But an End was put 
to theſe Troubles about the End of October, when this 
fiery King was taken off by a burning Fever, and was 
buried in the Cathedral Church of Morceſter, according 
to his own Appointment, after he had reigned eighteen 
Years, five Months, and four Days. He died in the 
fifty firſt Year of his Age, having by Will appointed 
his Son Heury to ſucceed him. | 
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The Reign of King HENRY III. 


Mmediately upon the Death of King John, Hew-&: 1216. 
ry his eldeſt Son, about ten Years of Age, Was crown'd ar 


III. 


crown'd King at Gloceſter on the 28 of October, and Gleeſter, 


committed to the Care and Guardianſhip of the great 
Marſhal, William Earl of Pembroke, a Man eminent both 
for Courage and Counſel, and a faithful Servant to 
his Prince ; who with the Pope's Legate and ſome Bi- 
ſhops, labour'd to draw the Barons and others from 
a Stranger to their new King. Their good Deſign was 
furthered by the Inſolence of the French, and Lewis 
acting contrary to his Oath, and that ſtrengthned by 
the Confeſſion of Viſcouat Melun upon his Death; 
that Lewis intended to extinguiſh the Exgh;ſh Nation 
as ſoon as he could get them into his Power : Upon 
which many Lords return'd to the Obedience of Heu- 


ry; but Lewis kept London and the Countries about 


it a Year after; and the young King remain'd about 
Gloceſter ; during which Time many Places ſubmitted 
to him. At Length Lewis is drawn from the Head of 
the Kingdom into Lezceſterſhire to relieve the Caſtle of 


Mouniſorrel, and afterward to Lincoln, where, after the 4.D. 1217: 
Legate had given Abſolution to the King's Party, and £*%%'s Far- 
curs'd Leis and his Party, the Earl Marſhal, with the ? 


King's Forces, attack'd the French on all Sides, and 
defeated them, killing Multitudes, and taking many of 
the great Men Priſoners, beſides four hundred Knights 
or Men at Arms. Moſt of thoſe who eſcaped in the 
Fight were kill'd by the Country People. Upon the 
News of this Diſaſter, Lew:zs ſends into Fance for more 
Forces, and draws all the Remains of his Power to 
London. The Earl Marſhal, with the young King fol- 
low; and in the firſt Place propoſe Terms for Lewis 
to relinquiſh the Kingdom; which he refuſeth, till hear- 
ing that his Forces coming from Fraxce were beaten 
at Sea, then he agrees to take fifteen thouſand Marks 
tor his Voyage, abjures all Claim to the — 
| an 


1218. 


1 
| 
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and by Oath promiſeth to endeavour Reſtitution of aj 
the Provinces in Frauce belonging to this Crown, On 
the other Hand, King Henry takes his Oath, to reſtore 
to the Barons all their Rights and Privileges ; grants 3 
general Pardon: Prifoners on both Sides were freed; 
and Lewis, honourably attended to Dover, departs out 
of England. 

Thus were the Diſtractions wrought among the Eng. 
liſb by the Violence and Oppreffion of an unruly King, 
again compoſed, and the Son, notwithſtanding the Fa- 
ther's Faults, received by the People, who are natural- 
ly given to love and obey their Princes, unleſs forced 

A. D. 1219. by Oppreſſion to vindicate their Liberties. And now 
to conſummate this Peace thus happily begun, the 
Earl of Pembroke, the Protector, ſer on Foot an Expe- 
dition into the Holy Land; on Purpoſe to employ the 
diſcontented Lords and Soldiers. And an Order is 
iſſued out to prevent all Strangers from coming into 
England, Merchants only excepted; and by this Method 
the Nation was at once deliver'd from all the trouble- 
ſome and burdentome Members of it. No ſooner had 
the Lord Protector made theſe wiſe Regulations, but 
he died, to the inexpreſſible Grief and Loſs both of 
the King and Kingdom. The Biſhop of Wincheſter is 
The King is Made Protector, and the young King is again crown'd. 


_ erown'd a- A Parliament is call'd, who grants the King two 


”_= Marks of Silver for every Knight's Fee, for the Affairs 


A. D. 1220 


His frſt Far- Of the Kingdom, and Recovery of the King's Domi- 


Jiament. nions beyond Sea. Divers Perſons are diſpatch'd into 


France to try the Affection of the People there, and to 
demand the King's Rights; but the King of France an- 
ſwer'd, that he would keep all that he had gotten by 
Forfeiture, and Law of Arms. And to ſecure Peace 
at home, the King's Siſter Joaun is marry'd to the 
King of the Scots, and his Siſter to Hugh de Burg. 


A. D. 1221. Much about this Time the He! revolted again; but 


were ſoon ſubdued. And a Commotion in Ireland is 
appeas'd by the late Earl Marſhal's Son, and the King- 
dom remained in Quiet for ſome Years. 


D. 1:22, A Parliament was call'd at London, where the Arch- 


The ſecond biſhop put the King, now at Years of Diſcretion, in 
Parliament. mind of his Oath, taken by others for him, to con- 
firm the Subjects Liberties, that thereby the Troubles 
which had happen'd in his Father's T ime, might 
prevented. Some evil Counſellors did all. they A 
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to prevent it, alledging, that it was obtain'd by Con- 
ſtraint: Vet after ſome Time the King promiſed to ra- 
tify it, and twelve Knights or other legal Men of eve- 
ry Shire, are ordered by Writ to examine what thoſe 
Liberties were, which they enjoy'd under his Grand- 
father, and return the ſame by a certain Day. This 
Delay ſhew'd too great a Compliance with thoſe who 
counſelled him againſt it. Upon which diverſej Lords 
met at Leiceſter, with Intent to get Hug de Burgh 
and others remov'd from the King's Perſon; but this 
the Archbiſhop and other Lords, careful of the Peace, 
prevented; and the others came in and ſubmitted. At 


this Parliament the King reſum'd ſuch Lands as had 


been alienated from the Crown by his Anceſtors. 

The next Year at a Parliament held at Weſtminſter, 4. D. 1223. 
the King requir'd the 30% Part of all moveable Goods, f Third 
both of the Clergy and Laity, for Recovery of his Poſ- went. 
ſeſſions in France; but they would not grant this with- 
out a Confirmation of their Liberties, which at laſt 
they obtain'd in the ſame Words and Form as King 
Joby had done it in his two Charters. The Nation 
enjoy'd theſe Liberties for two Years; And then the 4. P. 1:25. 
King ſummoned a Parliament at Oxford; where he de- The Fourth 
clar'd himſelf to be of lawful Age, and cancell'd the me, 
Charter of the Foreſts, as granted in his Nonage, having 
then no Power of himſelf or his Seal; And by Procla- 
mation declar'd, That whoever would enjoy their Pri- 
vileges, ſhould renew them under his new Seal; for 
which Hugh de Burgh impos'd great Fines, and took 
the Blame upon himſelf, and thereby got the Hatred 
of all the People. This caus'd a new Inſurrection of The Nobili- 
the Nobility, who demand a Reſtitution of the Liber- 7 "v9 
tes of the Foreſt, which, if not granted, they were re- 
ſolved to compel the King to it by the Sword. Upon 
which he appoints a Day for them to come to an Aſ- 
ſembly, where the Matters in Diſpute were ſettled to 
their mutual Satisfaction. After this, there was a Mo- 4. P. 126, 
tion made for the Holy War, in which ſixty thouſand 
engaged under the Conduct of the Biſhops of Mincheſ- 
ter and Exeter, 

The following Year, the French Nobles diſcontent- A. D. 1227. 
ed with the Government of Blanche the Queen Mo- 
ter Regent, invited the K ing of England to come over 
to their Aſſiſtance. Henry readily complied with their 
Requeſt; and having ſupplied himſelf with Money for 

Voz. J. | P this 
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this Occaſion, by Exactions from the Clergy, the City 
of London and the Fews, he paſſed over with a greg 
Army, and landed at St. Males, being met by the Poic. 
zovias, Who did him Homage. The Queen Regent 
marched againſt him with a numerous Army, and much 
Miſchief was done by both Parties, till at Length they 
4. P.123% conclude a Peace. Upon which the King return'd, 
bringing with him many of the Pordovins to receive 
Rewards, for which farther Sams muſt be wrung from 
Many great the poor People of England. And for this End he 
——— calls to Account diverſe of his Officers, fines and im- 
priſons them, particularly his great Favourite Hubert, 
who is accuſed of Treaſon; and Stephen de Seagrave, a 
worſe Miniſter, is put in his Place. Many other great 
Officers are remov'd, and Strangers put in their Rooms. 
Theſe Proceedings ſo exaſperated the Nobility, of 
whom &R:chard Earl Marſhal was the Chief, that they 
entred into a Combination for the Defence of the 
Publick ; they plainly ſhew'd the King his Danger in pre- 
? ferring Strangers, and that if he would not amend, they 
would withdraw from his Council. The Biſhop of 
Wincheſter return'd them Anſwer, that the King migtt 
employ what Strangers he pleas'd to compel his rebel- 
lious Subjects to Obedience. Upon which Anſwer, the 
Lords withdrew, and being ſent for to the Parliament, 
refuſed to come. 
To revenge which the King ſends for Legions of 
Poictovius, upon which Roger Bacon jeſtingly told him, 
that Seamen did moſt fear Petræ & Rupes, alluding to 
Hetrus de Rupibus, Biſhop of Wincheſter, by whom the 
4 D. 1:32, King was miſled at this Juncture. The Lords refuſe 
to come to another Parliament, unlefs the King would 
remove the Biſhop of Mincheſter and the Po:dovns 
from his Court, which if he refus'd, they would expel 
him and his evil Counſellors out of the Realm, and 
create a new King. Upon this the King requir'd of 
all his Nobility Pledges of Allegiance, and ſent out 
Writs for all that held Lands of him by Knights Ser- 
vice to repair to him at Gloceſter. This alſo the Lords 
retus'd: And then the King, without the Judgment of 
his Court, or their Peers, proclaim'd them Outlaws, 
ſeized their Lands, which he gave to the Poicovins, 
and iſſued out Writs to attach their Bodies. The Earls 
of Cheſter, Lincoln, and the King's Brother the Earl 


of Cornwall, were won to the King's Party: on 
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which the reſt retire into Hales, and confederate with 
Lewelia. Thither Hugh de Burgh, having eſcaped out 
of Priſon, came to them, and they all rake an Oath 
to come to no Agreement with the King, 

The King marches his Army againſt them, engages King's For- 
them, but with ſo much Lots, that he returned to ces bearen by 
Cloceſter with Diſhonour ; and the Poidovins met with ** * 
the like ill Succeſs. And now the War went on fu— 
riouſly on both Sides, with great Etfuſion of Blood. At 
length the King by Commiſſion ſeiz'd upon the Earl 
Marſhal's Eſtace in Ireland. This oblig'd him to leave 
the Confederate Lords, and haiten into Ireland to defend 
it, but he loſt his Life by Treachery. The King denied 
the Commiſſion, and laid the Blame upon his Coun- 
ſellors. Two Years theſe Diſturbances continued in 
the Nation, when the King call'd a Parliament at Heft- A. P. 1234: 
minſter, wherein the Biſhops adviſe him to agree with 
his People, and to remove thoſe Strangers and others 
from his Perſon, who were the Cauſe of theſe Trou- 
bles, and to govern the Nation by his own Subjects 
and Laws; otherwiſe they would proceed by Eccleſi- 
aſtical Cenſure againſt him and his evil Countellors. 

The King, finding he was unable to compaſs his De- 

ſigns, yields, and recalls the Lords from ales, reſtores King and 
to them their Places and Eſtates, removes all the Stran- Lords recon- 
gers from him, and call'd his new Officers, the Biſhop®* 

of Wincheſter and Stephen Seagrave to an Account, 

making them pay dearly for their two Year's Prefer- 

ment. 

The Nation being thus ſettled in Peace, the King 4. P. 1235. 
gave his Siſter Jabel in Marriage to the Emperor Fre- {5 the 
derick Il. and with her thirty thouſand Marks, beſides — be yn 
an Imperial Crown and other Ornaments of great Va- the Emperor, 
luc; to furniſh out which, he raiſed two Marks upon | 
every Hide of Land. The next Year Henry himſelf 4. P. 1236. 
married Eleazor, Daughter of Raymond Earl of Pro- . gym 
dence, having nothing with her but poor depending ar. 
Kindred, Nevertheleſs this Marriage was ſolemniz'd 
with great Magnificence, and then a Parliament was 
call'd to meet in the Tower ; but becauſe the Lords 
were not willing to aſſemble there, it was removed to 
a Place of greater Freedom. In this Parliament it was 
Ordered that all Sheriffs that were found guilty of Bri- Sheriffs are 
bery ſhould be remov'd, and Men of more Integrity arge 
put in their Places, who 71 to receive no Gifts but * 

2 n 
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in Proviſions, and that but moderately. The King re- 
moves diverſe of his Counſellors, and would have 
taken his Great Seal from the Lord Chancellor; but 
he would not deliver it, alledging, that he had it by the 
common Council of the Kingdom; and therefore with. 
out the Conſent of the ſame he would not reſign it. Pe. 
ter de Rivallis and Stephen Seagrave were again received 
into Favour, which occaſioned great Murmurings : And 
theſe Diſcontents were heightned by the King's Attempt 
to revoke ſome Grants, as being done without the Con- 
' ſent of the Church, and therefore beyond his Power. 
2 D. 1237. The next Year in Parliament the King required the 
thirtieth Part of all Moveables of the Clergy and Lai- 
ty; this was refuſed by the whole Aſſembly, who 
plainly told him, that he never did any Good to the 
Kingdom, and recounted the ſeveral I axes he had al- 
ready received of twentieth, thirtieth, and fortieth Parts, 
———— enrich Strangers. Upon this the King promiſes 
mike für Amendment, and ſwears, that if they would relieve his 
Promiſes; Wants this Time, he would for the future uſe the Counſel 
of his own Subjects only, and inviolably obſerve their Li- 
berties, upon Pain of Excommunication. Upon theſe 
Aſſurances the Parliament grant him a thirtieth Part of 
their Moveables, reſerving to every Man his Caſh, 
Horſe and Armour. Four Knights of every Shire, and 
one of the King's Clerks were appointed to colled 
this Tax, and to lay it up, that if the King fail in the 
Performance of his Grant, it might be returned. Some 
Earls were immediately ſworn into the Council; but 
Which he the King ſoon broke through theſe Conditions, making 
breaks. Jillian Valence, the Queen's Uncle, his chief Favou- 
rite; and Simon Montfort, baniſhed out of France, is 
entertained here, marries the King's Sitter, and is cre- 
ated Earl of Leiceſter. 
4D. 123%, Theſe Actions much incenſed the Nobility and Peo- 
mmo- . I . 
tion of the ple, and put them into a new Commotion, and they 
Nobles. appointed Richard Earl of Corawal, the King's Bro- 
ther, their Commander in Chief; who tells the Kin 
of his Exactions upon the Church and State, of his 
Profuſeneſs upon Strangers, his deſpiſing the Counſel 
of his Subjects, and adhering to that of the Pope's Le- 
gate, to the great Grief of his People, and particularly 
the Londouers, who by theſe Means were become bis 
Enemies. To redreſs which, the King calls a Parlia- 
ment at Londow, where the Lords came amed, 2 
or 
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for their own Defence, and to compel the King (if he 

refuſed) to obſerve his former Promiſes. After many 

Debates, the King upon Oath refers the whole Matter 

to diverſe grave Men : Articles were drawn up, and 

ſealed by the Legate and many others, and ſet up to 

Publick View. But a Stop was ſoon put to this, by 
Montfort's making his Peace with the Earl of Corzwal, 

and others. And the Earl growing indifferent in the 

Matter, the Lords are diſcouraged, and the Miſeries of 

the Kingdom continued. Shortly after the King took 

the Seal from Simon Norman, who before governed 4. D. 1:39 
all; and turned his Brother Jeffrey out of his Coun- me great 
cil, becauſe they would not yield to grant to Thomas gyed. 
Earl of Flanders, the Queen's Uncle, a Groat upon 

every Sack of Wool; by which they regained the Love 

of the Nobility and People, tho" they loſt the King's 

Fayour : Notwithſtanding which, the King granted him 

three hundred Marks to be paid annually out of 

his Exchequer. The Pope alfo, to carry on his Wars The Pope's 
againſt the Emperor, extorts great Sums from England, Extortions. 
by the King's Permiſſion, which cauſed the Clergy to 

exclaim againſt the Pope's Avarice. The Pope till went 

on ſeizing upon their Poſſeſſions, and ſent over three 

hundred Komars with his Mandate, That they all ſhould 

be prefer d to Benefices here as they fell. This amaz- 


of Canterbury out of his See, and cauſed him to retire 
into the Abbey of Pontiniac in France: But others of 
the Clergy oppoſed his Rapine ; and frankly declare 
to the King, how prejudicial it was to his Royalty, and 
the People's Liberty, to ſuffer the Pope thus to proceed. 
The King refers them to the Legate, who calls a Con- 
vocation, and ſtrongly urges them to ſupply the Pope's 
reſent Wants; they as ſtrongly oppoſe him; but the 
Legate by Bribery and Treachery gained his Point. 
On the ſixteenth of June this Year the King had a Son Prince Es- 
born, whom he named Edward. About this Time““ drs. 
the Earl of Cornwal, and diverſe others, undertake the 
1 
Peter of Savoy, another of the Queen's Uncles, com- , 4. 1241 
ing this Vear — Eng land, — ſumptaouſly, © rs 
knighted, and created Earl of Richmond, and had ma- 
ny Preſents given him, towards which the Jeus were 
forced to pay twenty thouſand Marks: And Peter his 
Son is made Archbiſhop 1 Canterbury. 
3 


Upon 
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Eau gars Upon the Death of Lewelin, Prince of Wales, his 
Wales, two Sons diſagree: The King taking the Advantage, 
and marching into //ales, they readily ſubmit, ſwear 
Fealty to him, and pay the Charges of his Journey, 
The Earl of March, and many others, ſolicit the 
King to go over into Fance, in order to recover his Do- 
minions there. I his the Parliament oppoſe; but the 
Peers, who had Eſtates there, were for it, and prevail 
with the King to undertake it, and an Aid is demanded 


Goes into 
Fance. 


for it. The Parliament would grant no Supply; where- 


upon the King was forced to get what he could of pri- 
vate Men, either by Loan or Gitt; and then goes with 
his Queen over into France, leaving the Government to 
| the Archbiſhop of York. 

A. D. 1242, In this unſucceſsiul Expedition he ſpent all his Trea- 
ſure upon Strangers. The Poictoviut deceive him, and 
the diſcontented EH Lords leaving him, he was oblig- 
ed to patch up a diſhonourable Fruce with the King of 
France; and then could not return to Eugland till he 

mad got a Supply to defray the Charges of his Paſ- 

A. P. 1243-ſage. Some Time after his Return, he impoſed another 
The Jewrand Nax upon the Fews for their Redemption, and requires 
taxcd. a Contribution of the Londoners. His Queen's Mo- 
ther, the Counteſs of Provence, came to viſit the King 
whom he treats ſumptuouily, marries her Daughter to 
his Brother the Farl of Corawal, returned from the 
Holy Wars; and atthe old Lady's Return, the King gave 
her many rich Preſents; and ſhe lived to ſee all her tour 
Daughters Queens; Richard Earl of Cornwal being e— 

lected King of the Romaus. 
A. B. 1244. This Year the Welſh and Scots cauſed new Troubles 
oP their Revolt: Upon which a Parliament was af- 
volt. - Jembled at Weſtminſter, and the King demanded Sup- 
plies; but they would grant nothing without an Aſiurance 
of Reformation, and the due Execution of the Laws: 
And farther, they infiſt that four Perſons ſhould be or- 
dain'd Conſervatots of the Kingdom, to be ſworn of 
the King's Council, to ſee Juſtice duly adminiſtred, and 
the Treaſarc iſſued; and alſo that diverſe great Officers 
of the Crown ſhould be choſen by Parliament. But 
while theſe Things were debating, their Accompliſh- 
The Pope ment was hindred by the coming of one Martin, a new 
ſends tor Legate from the Pope, With a larger Power to exact 
more pdone;. Money than ever: But he is abſolutely denied an); 
decauſe the Emperor had requeſted them to give = 
| op 
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Pope no farther Aſſiſtance ; and promiſed to ſubmit 

his Cauſe to the Arbitration of the Kings of Eugland 

and France ; yet they granted 20s. of every Knight's 

Fee to the King for the Marriage of his Daughter. The 

King having obtained this, marches againſt the Scots; and 

a Peace was concluded without ſtriking a Blow. The A Pace 
King returns to London, and calls another Parliament; male uin 
he demands a Supply to enable him to reduce the Welfp, © © 
and to pay off his Debts, which were ſo great, that he 

was obliged to keep his Palace, to avoid the Clamour of 

his Creditors : But the Parliament telling him, they 

would give him no Supply, he took violent Courſes to 
ſupply his Wants. He made the Londoners pay 15000 
Marks, and ſeverely fined all that had treſpaſſed on his 
Foreſts. But that the mug might be acquainted with the | 
State of the Nation, and the Oppreſſion of the Pope, 
Inquiry was made, what Revenues the Romans had an- re ogg 
nually out of England; and it was found to amount to Revenues in 
above 60000 Marks, which was more than the Reve- Blu. 
nues of the Crown. This, with the relt of the Pope's 
Exactions, the King notified to the Council, then fitting 

at Lions. This Complaint cauſed his Holineſs to ex- 

preſs theſe Words; It is high Time for us to cruth 4. P. 1245. 
the Emperor, that we may trample theſe petty Kings, 

% (viz, of England and France) under our Feet; tor 

« if the Dragon be once deſtroyed, theſe leſſer Snakes 

„will be at our Mercy.” This Speech gave great Of- co ahem 
fence, and in ſome Meaſure awakened the King; where- the Popede- 
upon it was ordained, that no Contribution of Money nied. 
ſhould be given to the Pope by any Subject of Eugland. 

The King at firſt made a great Buſtle about theſe foreign 
ExaQtions ; but he ſoon gave over the Perſuit of what 

he had begun; and ſo the Pope continued his Kapine ; 

and having promiſed to ſend no Legates into Ezg/and, 

he ſent others, under the Name of Clerks, with the 

ſame Power, and who did as much Miſchief. And 

now the State had as much Reaſon to complain as the 

Church; for Peter de Savoy brought over ſeveral mony- 4D. 1247. 
leſs Virgins to be married to the King's Wards; and 

the King's three half Brothers were ſent for over to be 

provided with Eſtates and Preferments in Exgiand. The 

Queen's Mother alſo came over again to be feaſted, | 
and loaded with Gifts at the Expence of the People. — 
Upon which the Parliament reprove the King for Breach prove the 
of his Charter, by demanding new Supplies; for his King. 

P 4 Judges 


216 The Hiftory of ENGLAND: 


Judges fleecing the People in their Circuits; and for 
extorting ſo much on the Account of his Foreſts; and 

then adviſe him to reſume the Crown-Lands, and ſo 

ſupply his Wants out of his Favourites. The King pa- 

tiently endured all this Reproof, and promiſed Redreſz, 

in Hopes to obtain his Deſires : But nothing was grant- 

ed, and ſo the Parliament was prorogved till Midſum- 

mer, when they met again, The King made a Speech to 

them, in which he told them, that they ſhould not 

curb him; for the Servant is not above his Lord, nor the Di. 

feiple above his Maſter ; and that therefore he would not, 

at their Requeſt, remove the Chief Juſtice, Chancellor, 

and Treaſurer. He then demanded a Tax, which the 

The King Parliament refuſed, and broke up in Diſcontent. Up- 
— e on which the King ſold all the — and Plate of the 
of the Crown: Theſe the City of London afterwards bought, 
crown. Which, when the King heard, he enveigh'd againſt it, and 
determined to deſtroy the Trade of the City; and to 

ven them, a new Fair was ſet up in Weſtminſter; and 

2 was a Prohibition of Commerce in London for 15 

ays. 

4 D. 1249. The Chriſtmas following, the King demands a New- 
Year's Gift of the Londoner, and writes imperious 

Letters, which at length got, tho' unwillingly, from them 

200co Pound; for which the next Year he ſent for 

them to Weſtmiuſter-Hoil, and there beg'd their Pardon. 

He afterwards writes to the Lords apart for Money, tel- 

ling them of his Poverty, and Debt of 300001. to Bour- 

deaux. The Lords would not anſwer his Requelts. 


— Then he wrote to the Clergy to ſupply him, and told 
— the Abbot of Borough, that it was more Alms to 


give to him, than to a Begger that went from Door 
to Door. Theſe Methods failing, the poor Jeus mult 
anſwer for all, and feel the Weight of his Wants. Theſe 
he fin'd at his Pleafure; and one Aaron proteſted, that 
the King at Times, ſince his Expedition into Fance, had 
drawn from him 30:00 Marks, beſides 2000 of Goid, 
A. P. 127. Which he had preſented to the Queen. The Lords meet 
again, and preſs that the Chief Juſtice, Chancellor, and 
Treaſurer may be confirmed by Parliament : But not 
ſucceeding in this Matter, they went away diſcontented, 
About this Time the King endeavours to perſuade the 
Monks of Darhan to make his Brother Athelmar their 
Biſhop: But he could not prevail, becauſe his Brother 
was very young. Upon Which the King declared, that ; 
Won 
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would keep that Biſhoprick vacant till he was grown 
to a greater Age. Shortly after the Biſhoprick of Min- 
chefter becoming void, the King went in Perſon thither 
to prepare the Monks to elect his Brother Biſhop of 
that See. They being met in the Chapter-Houſe, the 
King gets up into the Preſident's Chair, and preaches a 
Sermon from this Text, Fx/tice and Peace have kiſſed 
each other : In which he took Occaſion to commend 
the Monks firſt, and then his Brother. Hereupon the 
Monks being afraid to oppoſe him, choſe Athelmar for 
their Biſhop. Some Time after, Sir Henry Bath, a Sir Ham 
Judge, was accuſed of injuſtice and, Treaſon ; which ſo — 
incens'd the King, that he iſſued forth a Proclamation, 
That every Perſon who had any Complaint againſt 
Sir Henry, ſhould be heard, and that he would freely 
pardon any one who ſhould kill him. Notwithſtandz 
ing this, the King was pacified, and for two thouſand 
Marks Sir Heary was reſtor'd to his former Favour. 
The King keeping his Chriſtmas this Year at York, the Mayaret the 
Marriage between his Daughter Margaret and Alexan-pinss 
* GRE of the Scots was ſolemnized there with great marned. 
lendor. 
fle next Year the King of Exgland, being ſolicited“ P. 125% 
by the Pope and King of Caſtiie, rakes upon him the 
Croſs, in Order to reſcue the King of France, then the 
Sultan's Priſoner ; for which End he obtains a Grant 
of tne Tenth both of the Clergy and Laity for three 
Years; but every one refus'd to attend him, except on- 
ly three Knights whom the King embraces, kiſſes, and 
calls his Brethren, and ſwears to perform his Journey. 
But the Parliament, which was call'd to confirm this 
Grant, abſolutely refus'd it : And the King in a Rage 
drives the Biſhop of Ely and other Lords our of his 
Chamber. Upon which the Counteſs of Arundel re- Counteſs of 
proach'd him with his Breach of the Charters and his — Ig 
Oaths; and then told him, I appeal to Chriſt againſt King, 
theſe Counſellors of yours, who have infatuated you, for 
their own Gain. | 
About the ſame Time the Maſter of the Hoſpital of The Maſter 
Jeruſalem at Clerkenwell, came to complain to the — Hoſpital 
King of diverſo Abuſes ; who anſwer'd him, That their does the 
Privileges made them proud, aud ought to be revoked. ſame. 
The Maſter replied, So long as you obſerve Fuſtice, yon 
may be a King ; but as ſoonas you violate it, you will ceaſe 
iv be one, Theſe Things diſcover, that the King had _= 
| the 
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the Love of his People; which is not to be wonder's 
at, if we conſider the Inſolencies, which Strangers, in 
Favour with the King, daily committed, entring into 


Abbies, Biſhops Houſes, and other Places; deſtroying 


their Deer, ſpoiling their Goods, and violating the 
Rights of Hoſpitality. The general Complaint was, 
« Our Inheritance is given to Aliens, and our Houſe 
* to Strangers.” The Parliament at length, in Hope; 
of redrefling theſe Grievances, confirm the Tenth 
granted by the Pope on the Clergy, and three Marks 
A new con upon every Knight's Fee. Hereupon Magna Charts 
Magnus cha. WAS again confirmed after the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
ea. and with as much Ceremony as Religion and State 
4D. 1253. could deviſe: For the King with his Nobles and Prelates 
in their Robes and Ornaments, with burning Candles in 
their Hands, aſſemble to hear the Sentence of Excom- 
munication againſt all Infringers thereof; in whoſe 
' Preſence the Charter of King John was publickly read; 
which done they threw down their Candles, and with 
one Voicecried out, So let them, who incur this Sen- 
e tence, be extinct.“ And the King farther added with 
a loud Voice, © As God ſhall help me, I will, as I am 
* a Man, a Chriſtian, a Knight, a King crown'd and 
* anointed, inviolably ebſerve all theſe Things.” At 
305 the Bells rung out, and all the People ſhoutcd for 
| Oy. 

The Buſineſs After this the Buſineſs of Gaſcoigne was taken into 
of Gaſcoigne. Conſideration. The King ſeven and twenty Years be- 
fore had given Gaſcoigue to his Brother Richard, who 
was receiv'd and continued as their Lord, until he had 
Iſſue of his own; and then he revokes it, and confers 
it upon his eldeſt Son Edward. The Gaſcoigners being 
doubtful whom to obey, the King commands his Bro- 
ther to reſign his Charter, which he refuſes, The King 
by Money prevails with thoſe of Bourdeauæ to impri- 
ſon him; but the Earl made his Eſcape, and comes in- 
to Englaud. The People of Bourdeauæ ſwear Fealty 
to the King, and got a Charter and thirty thouſand 
_ Marks from the King, and thereby loſe his Favour; 
Montfort and to be reveng'd on them, he ſends Simon Mont- 
made Gover- fort, Earl of Leiceſter, to be their Governor. He uſing 
— Fthem ill, they complain to the King: The Matter is 
daiebated before the King and Council. The Earl of 
Cornwal and the Lords take Montfort's Part. The Earl 
upbraids the King with expenſive Service, _—_— 
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Breach of his Word, and gives the King the Lie; and 
farther told him that he was no Chriſtian, and the like. 
This rough Treatment put the King into a violent 
Rage, who to revenge himſelf, encourages the Gaſ- 
coiguers againſt Montfort, clips his Wings, and ſends 
him over again. Montfort by his Alliance in France, 
ets a Force ſuperior to 'the Gaſcorgaers, and ſpoils 


| their Eſtates. They ſend over new Complaints: The 4. P. 1254. 


King haſtens to their Relief; depoſeth Montfort, ſettles — is de- 


| the Caſcoigners, and concludes a Match for his Son!“ 


Edward, with Eleanor the King of Hyain's Siſter, to 


quit his Claim to Aquzitazn, After this the King kept 
| his Chriſtmas at Bourdeaux, and the Queen ſent him 


five hundred Marks for a New Year's Gitt. The next 
Summer ſhe went over to him, with the Prince; and 
the Marriage was ſolemnis'd at Bourget, where the 
King of Spain knighted the Prince, and by his Charter 
quits his Claim to Aquitain for him and his Heirs for ever. 

And now the King prepares for his Return, having 
in theſe Journies conſumed a Sum far exceeding the 
Value of all his Lands in France. In his Return at Pa- 
ric, he was magnificently entertain'd by the French 
King. About Chriftmas the King arriv'd in England, 
and to ſupply his immediate Occaſions the Londoners The King 
and Ferws are ſqueez'd. He calls a Parliament to raiſe "3% 
him ſome Money, but inſtead of that he meets with * 
nothing but Complaints of Grievances, and Breach of 
Charter, and they inſiſted upon their Rights of chuſing 
the Chief Juſtice, Chancellor, and Treaſurer. Upon 
this the Parliament is prorogued: And tho' the King 
got no Supplies, he had many freſh Occaſions for Charge. 

'or the Earl of Savoy, the Queen's Brother, deſires 
Money for his Wars, and the Archbiſhop of Toledo A. D. 1257: 
came hither with many Spazrards, and the Prince's 
Wife with many more, who were well feaſted and 
preſented. The Biſhop of Bononia is ſent with a Ring 
of Inveſtiture to Eamund the King's Second Son for 
the Kingdom of Sicily, and he alſo was ſent back with 

reat Rewards. The Pope demands a Tenth, but the 

lergy declar'd that they had rather loſe their Livings Pope de- 
and Lives, than yield in this Thing either to the Pope mands 2 
or King, who were combined as Shepherd and Wolf — 
to devour the Flock. The Pope ſent to borrow five 
hundred Marks of the Earl of Cornwal, but he refus'd 
dim, becauſe he was one on whom he could 7 di- 
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M-rchantsof (train. The Merchants of Gaſcoigne complain to the 
* Prince, now their Lord, of the Hardſhips they lay un- 
eben. der from the King's Officers, who took their Wines 
from them, and never paid for them, ſo that they had 

better trade with Saracexs and Infidels, than with the 

Exzliſh. The Prince addreſſes himſelf to bis Father 

and begs a Redreſs: The King was angry with him for 

itz; but at length was appeaſed, and ordred them 8a. 

hi Hel tisfaction. About this Time the Helſb rebel againſt the 
— Prince, who deſires a Supply of Money and Forces x 
gainſt them; but this was denied, and only this Mef. 

lage ſent him, that as it was his Principality, he muſt 

Earl of Corn- find Ways to defend it. This Year Richard Earl of 
—— — 1 Corawal was elected King of the Romans, which he 
Ram. accepted, and was crown'd at Aquiſgrave. The King 
preſents to the Parliament his Son Edmund in an Apu- 

lian Habit, and begs a Supply to diſcharge his Ingage- 

ments of an hundred and torty thouſand Marks. They, 

after many Excuſes, upon the Aſſurance ot a freſh Con- 
firmation of Magna Charta, grant fifty two thouſand 

Marks; but this did not give Satisfaction. Wherctore 

A. D. 1258. the next Year he ſummons another Parliament at Los- 
don, wherein he preſſes them hard for Supplies, to 

pay his Debts to the Pope. This they abſolutely refuſe, 

telling him that if he had unadviſedly bought the King- 

dom of Sicily, and been deceiv'd, it was his own Fault. 

They added, that he had broke his Promiſes and Char- 

ter, and that his Brethren and other Strangers were ſo 
inſolent as not to be born with. The King's preſſing 
Neceſſities conſtrain him to a feigned Submiſſion, and 

an Acknowledgment of his Faults, together with an 

Oath to reform all thoſe Errors for the future. But 

the Lords, not knowing how to truſt him any more, 
adjourned to a Day, | then to aſſemble at Oxford. 


The Nobili=> In the mean Time many of the Nobility enter into 


7 ener 17-2 Confederacy, and reſolve to effect their Deſires by 


nation Force. Accordingly when the Parliament met, the 


Barons came thither with a great Train, under Pretence 


And are in of {ome Exploit againſt the Welſh, and to ſecure the 
Arms at Ox- 


Ford. 


Nation againſt Foreigners; but their Orders to the 
Londoners to keep their Gates ſhut, ſhew'd ſome other 
Deſign. They require their former Liberties, that the 
Chief Juſtice, Chancellor, and Treaſurer,ſhould be cho- 
ſen by them. The King ſeeing their Strength, ſwears 
again, and opligeth his Son to lwear for the Confirma- 
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don of them. The Lords having gain'd this Point, 

-occed in their Demands, and require that the King's 
Brethren, with all the Poictovius and Strangers, ſhould All Strang 
forthwith be baniſh'd the Kingdom: This the King was _—. 
obliged to comply with. 

The new Chief Juſtice, Hzgh Bigod, choſen by Par- 
lament, procures that four Knights in every Shire ſhould 
inquire into the Oppreſſions of the Poor, and againſt 
Corruption, that Redreſs might be had. And now the 4. D. 1255. 
King calls a Parliament, and confirms all their Demands, 
and by another Charter gave them full Liberty to riſe a- 
gainſt him, whenever he infringed Magna Charta. In this 


Condition was the Kingdom, when there came Intelli- 


gence to the Lords, that Richard King of the Roman 


| was coming over into Eugland. The Lords would 


not let him land until he had taken an Oath, that he 
would do nothing prejudicial to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Kingdom. This the Earl was oblig'd to 
comply with, for he had ſpent all his Treaſure to pur- 


| chaſe the very Title of King of the Romans: And in 


this poor Condition, and on any Terms, he at laſt was 

forced to truſt to Eugland. Notwithſtanding which the King at- 

King takes Heart, and was reſolv'd to recover his Pow- temprs to re- 

er it poſſible, and therefore ſends to Rome to be ab- vr bis 

ſolved from his Oath, and to Scotland for Aſſiſtance, from the 

and reſigns Normandy and other Countries to the King Lords. 

of France to make him his Friend, and to get of him P. 7261+ 

three hundred thouſand Pounds. The Lords, on the 

other Hand, ſeek all Ways to ſtrengthen their Aſſoci- 

ation, by keeping each other to their Oaths, but they. 

could not agree long, particularly the Earls of wry od 

and Gloceſter ; and the Biſhops of Worceſter and Lin- 

coln, enjoyn'd the King, upon the Remiſſion of his 

Sins, to proſecute the Cauſe unto Death, alledging that 

the Peace of the Church could never be eltabliſh'd but 

by the material, Sword. The King of France alſo as 

'Arbiter, condemned the Proviſions of Oxford ; but al- 

lows the Confirmation of K. John's Charter. This cau- 

ſed many to diſpenſe with their Oaths, to leave the ,, p. 1263. 

Lords, and join with the King's Party : And many 

others were won with Gifts to ſide with the King. The war be- 

And now Mortimer ofthe King's Party begins the Quar- tween the 

rel, entring upon the Earl of Leiceſter's Lands, becauſe — 

he had join'd with Lewellin, Prince of Wales, and had 

ſciz'd upon Mortimer's Lands 1 thoſe Parts. Leiceſter 4. P. 1264. 
| 3 
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obtains many Advantages,takes in many Places of Im. 
portance, and grows very powerful. The King not be. 

A Peace ing in a Condition at preſent to withſtand him, med. 
concluded. ates a Peace, which is concluded upon theſe Conditi 
4. P. 1265.0ns ; That all the King's Caſtles ſhould be put into th 
keeping of the Barons; that the Proviſions of 0x; 

ſhould be obſerved, and all Strangers to leave the 
Kingdom. But this the King granted only to gain Time 

and itrengthen his Party. In the mean Time the Prince 

fortified Miudſor-Caſtle, committing it to the Cultody 

of Foreigners; and went himſelf to Briſtol, where in 

an Encounter between his Men and the Citizens, he 

was worſted. He returns to Hindſor, which Leiceſſe 

comes to beſiege; ¶indſor is ſoon ſurrendred to him 

and the Strangers are ſent to Fance. Upon this the Kino 

——— to get a little more Time, calls a Parliament at Los- 
bre. don, and ſo gained many Lords to his Party, and then 
he marched to Oxford, where many Scots Lords came to 

his Aſſiſtance. Thence he marched to Northamprin 

where he took Leiceſter's Son, and fourteen other Lords, 
Priſoners ; and from thence he paſſed to Noztinghan, 

laying waſte the Barons Lands that lay in his Road, 
Leiceſter draws towards London, to ſecure that City 

and Kent. The King haſtens to relieve the Caltle of 
Rocheſter. Upon this Leiceſter and Gloceſter write to 

the King, declaring, that they oppoſed not him, but ſuch 

only as were his and the Kingdom's Enemies : But the 

The Barons King defies them; upon which the Barons, unwilling to 
ſeekfor put all to the Hazard of a Battle, ſend the Biſhops of 
feace. London and Worceſter to mediate a Peace; and the King 
refuſed to hearken to any Propoſals, Leiceſter ſeeing 

he could not prevent a Battle, draws up his Forces in 

the moſt advantageous Manner he could, near Lew: 

in Suſſex, and offered the King Battle; which he, confi: 

dent of Succeſs, as readily embrac'd. They engage, and 


fight deſperately on both Sides; but at length the Barons 


Obtain a obtain a moſt remarkable Victory; for after having 
1 ® flain 5000 of the King's Party upon the Spot, they took 
the King, the Prince, the Earl of Cornual, and his Son 
Henry, the Earls of Arundel and Hereford, and all the 
Scots Lords, Priſoners. Leiceſter having got theſe in his 
Power, committed them to diverſe Priſons ; only the 
King he carried about with him in Triumph, to coun- 
tenance his Actions, until he had gotten all the ſtrongeſt 
Caſtles ofthe Kingdom into his own Hands, But the 2 
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of Leiceſter and Gloceſter fell out about ſharing the Plun- 


der ofthe Nation: Upon which Gloceſter went over with Safer 


ong Party to the Prince, who had made his Eſcape out joins with 
ef priton, — got ſome Forces together. The Prince 2 
immediately enters on Action, and regains many Places 
of Strength. Leiceſter, to put a Stop to the Prince's 
Progreſs, encamps in a Plain near Eveſham. The 
Prince advances towards him in Order of Battle, which 
truck ſuch a Terror on Leiceſter, that he adviſed his 
Friends to ſhift for themſelves; which when he ſaw 
them refuſe to do, he ſaid, Let ut commit our Souls to 
Cod, for our Bodies are theirs. The Earl of Leiceſter, 
his Son Henry, and eleven other Barons periſhed in this 
Battle; and many thouſands of common Soldiers were The Barons 
lan. Montfort's Death was attended with ſuch Thun- overcome. 
der and Lightnings, that ſome would have worſhiped 
him as a Saint: But the King abſolutely forbad it. This 
Battle delivered the King from Bondage, who with 
the victorious Prince went to Mincheſter, and called a 
Parliament; in which all that were of Leiceſter's Party, 
were deprived of their Eſtates, which were conferred | 
upon others at the King's Pleaſure; and the Londoners had gu 
their Liberties taken from them. Thoſe who had eſcap- Zodeners | 
ed this Battle, took and defended the Ifle of Ely: The pee Lis 
Servants of the late Earl defended the Caſtle of Killing- : 
worth for fix Months againſt the King and his Army, and 
then ſurrender upon honourable Conditons. 

After this Parliament the King marcheth with his Army o anq 5;- 
againſt the remaining Barons; upon which Guy and Simon mon Mone- 
Montfort ſubmit, and are received into Favour ; others fly = pens 
into France, and ſome ſtill defend the Ifle of Ely. At length | 
Conditions of Surrender are propoſed, but the King's 
Council was divided concerning them; and Mortimer 
and others, to whom their Lands were given, oppoſe all 
Reſtitution. Glaceſter and his Party were for it, but could 
not prevail ; upon which Glocefter retires from Court, and ,,,.., 
tefuſeth to come when ſent for; but diſpatch'd Meſſen- leaves che 
gers to warn the King to remove Strangers from his Court. 
Council, and to obſerve the Proviſions of Oxford. Up- 
on this a Parliament is called at Bzry, whither all Per- 
ſons who held Lands by Knights Service are ſummon- 
ed to appear with Horſe and Arms, to ſubdue thoſe 
Lords who held out the Iſle of Ely. Gloceſter levics 
an Army; Meſlengers are ſent to him to perſuade him —— 
to Come in, which herefuled, yet he declares _ = 

| an 


Barons ſoli- 
cited to ſub- 


mit. 
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Prince forces 
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ce ſter ſub- 
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farther Miſchiefs, purchaſed his Peace for 32000 J. and 
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Hand and Seal, that he will never bear Arms againſſ 
the King or his Son Edward : But that his Forces ſhould 
perſue Mortimer, and his other Enemies. After this 
the Buſineſs of the Parliament went on; and the fr: 
Demand was made by the King and the Legate, for 3 
Tenth of the Clergy for three Years. 2. It was requir- 
ed that the Clergy ſhould be taxed by Laymen. ; 
That they ſhould give the Tenths of their Baronies and 
Lay-Fees, according to their utmoſt ' Value. 4. That 
the Clergy ſhould pay zocoo Marks to diſcharge the 
King's Debts contracted for Sicily, Calabria, and Apn- 
lia. F. That all the Clergy, who held Baronies or 
Temporalities, ſhould in Perſon ſerve the King in his 
Wars. 6. That the whole Clergy ſhould diſcharge the 
goooo!. which the Biſhops of Kocheſter and Bath, and 
the Abbot of Weſtminſter were bound for to the Pope's 
Merchants, for the King's Service when they were at 
Rome. 7. The Legate required, that they ſhould thro! 
the whole Kingdom exhort Men to take the Croſs for 
the Holy War; and laſtly, it was urg'd, That the Cler- 
gy had ſworn to yield to all the King's Demands. But 
the Clergy would comply with none of theſe Demands. 
The Legate alſo ſent ſeveral Perſons of the diſin- 
herited Lords, who held the Ifle of Ely, to ſolicit 
them to return of the Faith and Unity to the Church, 
and to their Allegiance to the King. The Lords juſti- 
ly themſelves, and exhort the Legate to reform ſuch 
hings as were amiſs, and that they might be reſtored 
to their Lands; that the Proviſions of Oxford might be 
obſerved ; and that they might have Hoſtages ſent into 


£8 the Ifle, to hold it peaceably for five Years, until they could 


ſee how the King would perform his Promiſes. This 
Obſtinacy of the Lords did fo exaſperare the King, that 
the next V ear he gathered a very great Army, and beſet the 
Iſle; and Prince Edward, with Bridges made of Boats, 


entred it in ſeveral Places, and compelled them to yield. 


In the mean Time Gloceſter with his Army came up to 
London, and was received by the Citizens : But the Le- 
gate, who then reſided in the Tower, prevailed with 
him to ſubmit to the King's Mercy. The King was re- 
conciled to him, upon Condition, that if he ever raiſed 
any more Commotions, he ſhould pay 12009 Marks. 
Having ſettled things thus at Home, the King marches 
into Wales, againſt Prince Leuelin, who, to prevent 
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s reconciled to the King and had reſtored to him four 
Cantreds of his County, which had been taken away 
dy the War. And thus an End was put to the firſt Ba- 


rons War in England. 
The next Year the Legate engages both the King's 4. D. 1269. 


Sons, Edward and Edmund, the Earl of Gloceſter, Prince T4 
and many other Noblemen, to undertake the Holy thers go to 
War, with the King of France, who was reſolved to the Holy 
make another Puſh, notwithſtanding his former Diſ- W. 
grace. K. Henry now made it his principal Buſineſs 
re-eſtabliſh the Peace of the Kingdom, and to re- 

form thoſe Extravagancies the War had occaſioned. 

By Proclamation he made the ſtealing of Cattle a capi- 

ul Crime; and the firſt that ſuffered for it was one 

of Dunſtable, who was hang'd tor it. The next Year 4. D. 1279 
the King calls a Parliament at Marlborough, where the 

Statutes, bearing that Title, were enacted. 

The Prince almoſt two. Years after he had under- 4. P. 1271. 
taken the Croſs ſets out for the Holy Land, accompa- | 
nied by his Wite Eleanor, then with Child : And when 
many of his own People ſhew'd their Deſires of leav- 
ing him, 'tis ſaid, that he ſmote on his Breaſt, and 
ſwore, that if all his Followers ſhould forſake him, 
he would yet enter Pzolemais, or Acon, though only 
with his Houſekeeper, Fow:m. This incited the Peo- 
ple to proceed with him; only his Couſin Henry, the 
King of the Romans Son, had leave to depart, and was 
ſet on Shore in Italy, where his Kinſman Gay de Mont- 
fort, Son of the late Earl of Leiceſter, murdered him 
in a Church, in the Time of Divine Service, in Re- 
venge of his Father Simon's Death. Richard, King of the 
Romans died, ſoon after he had received the News of 
* unnatural 1 r 

he very next Year Henry the Third, King of Exgland 4. . 
died in the 65® Vear of his Age, — — 56 — 
Years and 20 Days; and was buried in the Abby Church dies. 


of Weſtminſter. 
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The Reign of King E DW aro I. 


A. D. N upon the Death of Fleury III. Edwer 


Edward, tho? . , A 
—— his eldeſt Son, was by the States of the Nation pro- 


claimed Claimed King, and Fealty ſworn to him, tho? he was 
King, abſent, and they knew. not whether he was living or 
dead. They cauſed a new Seal to be made, and ap- 

pointed Miniſters for the Preſervation of the Peace, and 

the Management of the Treaſure. While K. Edward 
remained in Paleſtine, he was dangerouſly wounded in 

three Parts of his Body with a poiſoned Knife, by x 
treacherous Aſſaſſin; of which he had hardly been cur- 

ed, had not his Wife Eleanor ſucked the Poiſon out of 

his Wounds. Having relieved and fortified Acon, tho 
diſappointed of the Aids he expected, upon the News 

Returns of his Father's Death, three Years after his ſetting forth, 
nome. he reſolved to return Home. He took Ship for Sicih, 
where he was nobly entertained ; thence he failed er 

Italy, where the Pope, and other Princes of that Coun- 
try ſhew'd him and his Retinue all due Honour and 
Reſpect. As ſoon as he was come over the Alps into 
France, he was met by many of the Exg/if; Nobility, 
both Clergy and Laity ; from thence he came down in- 
to France, Where he was magnificently received and 
treated by K. Philip III. to whom he did Homage for 
all his Lands held of that Crown. Leaving France, he 
went into Aquitain, where he ſpent ſome Time in or- 
dring his Affairs. And then, after ſix Vears Abſence, 
* he came into Ezgland, and is crowned September 1275 


AD. hy the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with Eleanor his Queen, 


three Years after he was proclaimed King. Soon atter his 
Coronation he called a Parliament at Weſtminſter, where 

he had a Fifteenth of the Clergy and Laity granted to 

| him; but the Liberality of the Clergy could not divert 
curbs the him from his Deſigu of abating the Eccleſiaſtical Power, 
Power of Which by long and woful Experience of former T imes, 
the Clergy he ſaw very prejudicial to the Regal Authority, eſpecial- 
ly when combin'd with the Nobility ; and therefore be- 


ing high in the Opinion and Elteem of the World, he 
| now 
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now begins it: Firſt, he deprives many of the Mo- 
naſteries of their Privileges; took from Weſtminſter 
the Return of Writs, granted them by Chatter of King 
Henry III. his Father; and got the Statute of Mort- The Statute 
nain to be enacted, to hinder the Increaſe of their Tem- of in 
oral Poſſeſſions. In the ſecond Statute of Weſtmin- 
fer, he confin'd the Juriſdiction of Eccleſiaſtical Judges 
to narrower Limits. Nor did he end here; but re- 
quired one Half of their Goods, both ſpiritual and _ | 
temporal for one Year. This he obtained, notwith- A. P. 1372. 
ſanding their Grumbling, and the Pope's Bull to the 
contrary. So much were the Times altered ſince his 
Father's Reign. | 

As to Wales, which had always been ſtrugling for 
Liberty, and a Retreat for Exgliſß Rebels, a Quarrel 
is pick'd againſt Leweline, their Prince, for refuſing on 
Summons to come to the King's Coronation, and after 
to his firſt Parliament. Leweline excus'd it, becauſe 
his Father broke his Neck in attempting an Eſcape out 
of the Lower; but offers to come to any other Place, 
upon Hoſtages, or- to do Fealty to the King's Com- 
miſſioners. Upon this Refuſal the King enters his Coun- 
try with Fire and Sword. Leueline not able to reſiſt, Nals ſub- 
makes his Peace, but upon hard Conditions. This Peace 4 B. 1259. 
did not continue long; for Lewelize not able to brook _ | 
the Conditions granted him, took up Arms again, and Zemeinein 
is joined by his Brother David, whom the King had“ 
knighted. At firſt they gain ſome Advantages ; but as 
ſoon as the King heard of their Revolt, being then at 
the Devizes in Wiltſhire, he prepared a great Army to 
repreſs them. But before he ſet out upon this Expedition, 
John Peckham, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to whom the 
Helſb had ſent an Account of the Cauſes of their Re- 
yolt, went of his own Accord into Wales, to perſuade 4. p. 1281 
Lewelize to ſubmit, but could by no Means prevail 
with him; for Lewelize was aflured from Merliz's Pro- 
phecy, That he ſhould fhortly be crowned with the Dia- 
den of Brutus; for which Reaſon he would hearken to 
no Terms of Peace. Upon this the Archbiſhop excom- 
municated him and his Adherents, and the King entred 
lis Country with a mighty Army. Leweline oppoſed _ 
the King, till he was flain in Battle by a common Sol- .* 
dier, who cut off his Head, and ſent it to King Edward, © 
Who cauſed it to be crown'd with Ivy, and ſet upon 


the Tower of London. Thus died the laſt Prince of 
Q 3 Wales. 
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Wales. Shortly after David was taken Priſoner in Wale; 
adjudged in England, and drawn at a2 Horſe Tail in 
Shrewsbary, then beheaded, his Body quarter'd, his Head 
ſet upon the Tower of London, and his four Quarters 
ſent to four other Cities. This was the firit Execution 
of that Kind in Exgland ; but by this Example it after. 
wards came into Uſe; and this King under whom it be. 
gan, had the Fate of ſuch a miſerable Death entail'4 
upon his Family; diverſe of his own Brother's Folterity 
dying upon Scaffolds, Juſt upon this Conqueſt his el- 
dett Son Alphonſus died, a Youth of twelve Years of 
Age: Ihe Queen being then with Child, is ſent for by 
Ed ard born the King to Carzarvan, and there delivered of her ſe- 
ar (a4; cond Son Edward, from thence called Edward of Ca. 
led Prince of #arvau. The King, to pleaſe the Welſh, told them, he 
Holes. would prefer one to be their Prince, who had no Blemiſh 
upon his Honour, who ſpake as good V elſh as Emp. 

lib, aud was born among them. The Helſb pleated 

with this, deſired this new Prince: The King preſent- 

ed to them his young Son Edward, whom they a- 
cepted. And thus was Wales united to England in the 

A. D. 1283. eleventh Year of this King's Reign, A. D. 1283. By 
The Nations this Union all the bloody Miſchiefs which often hap- 
united. pened to both Nations, were at an End, and they be- 
came one People, governed by the ſame Laws, and 
under the fame Prince, as may be ſeen by the Statute of 

A. D. 1284. Rutland, Anno Keg. 12", | 
King goes The next Year the King goes into France to do Ho- 
into France. mage to their new King Fhilip the Fair for Aquitan, 
having before quitted his Claim to Normandy tor ever. 
K. Edward arbitrates the Difference between the Kings 
fl. P. 12%5.0f Sicily and Arragon, his Kinſmen, aud redeems the 
Prince of Achaia out of Priſon by a Ranſom of 30000), 
8 The Year following the King returns into Eagland 
45. with his Coffers emptied by his Voyage, which he mul 
fill again. And a very good Oportunity offer'd ; for 
the * during his Abſence had been guilty of mt 
The Judges ny Corruptions. Theſe he calls to an Account, and 
in'd for puniſh'd them according to their Crimes; Heugbam wi 


2 126g. tin'd ſeven thouſand Marks; Brompton tis thouſand 
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Marks; Stratton Chief Baron, thirty four thouſand Mars, 
Weyland's whole Ellate is confiſcated : In all, tie Fins 
came to an hundred thouſand Marks in tat 1 ime, 
which according to the Value of Money now, is abut 


go Marks. A great Sum irom a few. I 
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Next the Jeus are baniſh'd ; for which the Parlia- 
ment readily granted the King a Fifteenth : And the 
Jews Tallies and Bonds are all ſeiz'd, to an immenſe 
Value. In ſhort, the King's Impoſitions were very 
great and many; particularly he rais'd vaſt Sums by ou 
Varranto, to examine into the Title of all Lands, 
This-was oppoſed by Earl Narren, who drew out his 
Sword upon the Writ, and ſaid, By this { hold my 
Land, and by this only will I make good my Tenure. 
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A. D. 1290. 
The Fews ba- 
niſh'd. 


Alexander King of Scotland dying without Heirs, fix Six Compe- 


Competitors pretend a Title to it. K. Edward takes 


titors for the 
Crown of 


upon him to decide the Title, upon Pretence of a Superi- Scotland. 


ority from his Anceſtors over that Kingdom. The Scots 
make him Arbitrator, and the fix Competitors are bound. 
to ſtand to his Award, The Matter was long debated 
by the moſt learned in the Laws of both Nations, and 
the Civilians of France; and after due Examination, it 


was found that Baliol and Brace had more Right than 4. D. 1291. 


the reſt, The King goes Northward about this Buſi- 


nefs, and Eleanor his Queen dies by the Way in Lin- O. Eleume 


colnſbire. This obliged the King to return with her 
Corps to Weſtmiuſter, cauſing Croſſes to be erected on 
the Road where it reſted, vi. at Stamford, Waltham, 
Weſtcheap, Charing, &c. As ſoon as he had perform- 
ed her Funeral Rites, he returned to his Scosch Affairs. 
He firſt treats privately with Bruce, that if he would 
pay Homage and Fealty to the Crown of __—_— he 
would make him King of Scotland: This Bruce re- 
fus'd, faying, he would not give up the Liberties of 
his Country to get its Crown. Then he makes the 
like Offer to Belle, who yields to it, and is crown'd 
at Scope, and receives Fealty of the Nobility, except 
Bruce; then comes to Newcaſtle upon Tine, where 
K. Edward was, and there with many of his Nobles 


ies, 


ſwears Fealty, and did Homage to him as his Sovereign King of 


Lord. Which Act of Baliol, tho? he did it for his Se- Sun does 
, — to 


curity, was his Undoing; for being very little belov'd 


ing Eg- 


defore, he now became leſs; and alſo by an unjult ware. 
judgment given by him in the Caſe of the Murder of 4. D. 1293. 


the Earl of Fife; from which Judgment the Earl's Bro- 
ther appeals to the Court of England. K. Baliol upon 
this is ſummon'd to anſwer : He appears, and fits with 


K. Edward in Parliament till his Cauſe was to be tried, 


and then is cited by au Officer to ariſe and ſtand at the 


Place appointed for Pleading. He pleads his own 


Q 3 Cauſe: 
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Cauſe: Which when he. had done, he returns home 
inraged with this Indignity ; and relolving to revenge it, 
he renews the antient League with France, defies K. Ed. 
ward, and renounces his Allegiance as unlawful, be. 
cauſe it was done without the Conſent of the State. 
And now began the Conteſt between the two Nations, 


which continued almoſt three hundred Years, until the 
Union of them by K. James I. K. Edward on the o- 


ther Hand enters into an Alliance with all the foreign 


Princes hecould draw in, to ſtrengthen his Party abroad; 
and with his Confederates ſets upon the King of France, 
who had ſummon'd K. Edward to appear and anſwer 
in his Court, for certain Spoils committed by ſome 
Engliſb on the Coaſts of Normandy. K. Edward, te. 
r, is condemned to forfeit all his Ter- 
ritories in France, and an Army is ſent to ſeize them; 
who took Bourdeauæx and other Places of Importance, 
which they fortified. Immediately K. Edward ſends 
over his Brother Edmund, Earl of Lancaſter, with di- 
verſe Lords, ſeven hundred Men at Arms, and a Navy 
of three hundred and ſixty Sail. The King himſelf falls 
upon Baliol, and enters Scotland with tour thouſand 
Men at Arms on Horſeback, and thirty thouſand Foot, 
He firſt took Berwick with the Slaughter of 15000 
Scots or more; and after ſeiz'd on the Caſtles of Dun- 
bar, Roxborough, Edingburgb, $ 3 and St. Jobn- 
ftown, Upon this Succeſs of K. Edward, Baliol ſues 
for Peace, ſubmits, and again ſwears Fealty to him, 
and ſo did the Scotch Nobility, confirming it by their 
Charter under their Hands and Seals, except W:lliam 
Doxglaſs, who choſe rather a Priſon than to ſubmit to 
the Eugliſpb Conqueſt ; and Baliol, notwithſtanding his 
Submiſſion, is ſent Priſoner into Exglazd, K. Edward 
return'd, leaving Earl Warren Warden of all Scotland; 
and a Treaſurer, Chief Juſtice, andCommiſſiongrs to take 
the Homage and Fealties of all that held Lands of the 
Crown, in his Name. | | 

The King now at Liberty to execute his Deſigns 4 
gainſt France, call'd a Parliament at St. Edmund 8-Ba. 
5 which granted him an eighth and a twelfth Patt of 
their Goods, to enable him to carry on his Wars. But 
the Clergy, upon a Prohibition from the Pope that no 
Lay Prince ſhould tax them, would not advance one 
Farthing. Upon which the King ſeiz'd upon all the 
Temporalities of the Church; and put all the Clergy 9 
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of his Protection, whereby they were to have no Juſtice Clergy put 


in any of his Courts. This ſo amaz'd the Clergy that 
many Biſhops immediately grant him a fifth Part of their 
Goods, and ſo were receiv'd into Favour. The Arch- 
biſhop, who ſpirited the reſt to hold out, had all his 
Goods ſeiz'd, and all the religious Houſes in his Dio- 
ceſe taken into the King's Hands, allowing them only 
ſo much as was neceſſary for their Suſtenance: The 
Abbots, Monks and Prieſts, unuſed to ſhort Com- 
mons, at length conſented ro give the King a fourth 
Part of their Goods, and recover'd the King's Favour. 
During this Conteſt with the Clergy, the King call'd a 
Parliament at Salisbury, to which no Churchmen were 
admitted, and in it he requires ſome of his Lords to go 
over with him to his Wars in Gaſcoigne, his Brother 


Edmund being dead there. They excuting themſelves, The Lords 
refuſe to go 
to the Wars. 


the King threatned, that if they did not go, he would 
confiſcate their Eſtates, and give them to others. Up- 
on this Bobun High Conſtable, and Bigod Earl Mar- 
ſhal of England, declar'd that if he would go in Per- 
ſon, they would attend him; otherwiſenot. At which 
the King was very much offended. The Earl Marſhal 
laid, that he would go any where with the King, and 
march in the Vanguard, as by Right he ought to do. 
The King replied, he ſhould go with any other, tho? 
the King went not in Perſon. The Marſhal ſaid, he 
would not. Then the King in a Rage ſwore by G-d, 
that he ſhould go or hang; and. I ſwear, ſaid the Earl, 
dy the ſame Oath, that I will neither go nor hang ; and 
ſo departed without Leave. | | 
Theſe two Earls atſembled many Noblemen and 
others, to the Number of thirty Banners and 1500 
Men at Arms. The King confidering his Ingagements 
deyond Sea, lets the Matter drop for the preſent. The 
King of France had ſent for Gay Earl of Flanders, with 
his Wife and Children, to come and make merry with 
him at Paris; but inſtead of feaſting, he made him his 
Priſoner, and ſeizes his Daughter. Earl Gay, by the 
lntercefſion of the Pope and others, gets his Liberty, 
but could not obtain his Daughter's. Thereupon he 
takes Arms, and defies the King of Frauce, who im- 


mediately enters his Country with 60000 Men. K. 


award haſtens to relieve him, leaving the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Kingdom in his Abſence to the Prince and 
ſome great Counſellors; and to pleaſe the Clergy, _ 


Q 4 the 
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8 the Archbiſhop of Canterbury into Favour: And being 
dnn dodge ready to embark, the Archbiſhop, Biſhops, Earls, Ba- 
to the Kang. rons, and Commons, ſend him a Roll of the Grievan- 
ces of his Subjects. The King ſends them this Au- 
ſwer, that he could do nothing without his Council, 
who were now abſeut from him, and requireth them 
to do nothing in his Abſence prejudicial to the Peace 
of the Kingdom ; and upon his Return he would ſet 
A. P. 1299. all Things in Order. And ſo he ſet forward in his 
_ Journey with 500 Sail of Ships, and 18000 Men a 
devs. Arms. At his Arrival in Handers, he finds the People 
rich and proud, diltracted with popular Factions, and 
under no Command. In his Abſence the Prince cal. 
led a Parliament at Vr; where he readily conſents 
to all the Articles demanded concerning the Rights 
and Liberties of the People, and never to tax them 
more but by Conſent. of Parliament. Upon this Com- 
pliance, the Commons grant a ninth Part of their 
Goods, and the Clergy a tenth and a fifth: Which Sup- 
plies (atisfied the King's preſent Neceſſities. He con- 
tinued that Winter at Ghent, where the Outrages of 
his Soldiers, cauſed the Inhabitants to take Arms, who 
kill'd many of his Men, the King with Difficulty eſcs 
ping out of their Country. Upon which, the King 
patch'd up a two Years I'ruce with the King of France, 
and left Earl Gzy to ſhift for himſelf; who ſhortly fell 
into the French King's Hands, and died with. his Daugh- 
ter in Priſon for Grief, Tho' Flanders hereby became 
| ſubje& to the King of France, yet the intolerable Ex- 
[ actions and — — of the French contrary to their 
1 m— Liberties, caus'd the Flemings to unite and arm in De- 
whe Fm? fence of their common Liberty: And they gave the 
2585. French the greateſt Blow they had ever receiv'd before 
| at once, in a pitch'd Battle at Courtray, in which were 
flain the General of the Army, the Conſtable of France, 
and all their Leaders with 120c0 Gentlemen, And 
their own Hiſtorians aſſure us, that in eleven Years Space 

this Quarrel with Flanders coſt the French the Lives of 
100,000 Men: | 
In K. Edward's Abſence, one Wallis, a private Gen- 
4 tleman of Scotlaud, gets together a ſma}l Company of 
| Men of deſperate Fortunes, who watch'd all Opportu- 
| nities to gain ſome Advantage over the Exgljh : In 
| which he nad ſuch Succeſs, that his Company incres. 
| ſed as well as his Courage, and he is made nk; chief 
| om. 
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Commander, and in all Probability had redeemed his Falk of 
Country, had not private Emulation amongſt themſelves, $uccets. 
and the ſpeedy coming of K. Edward prevented it; for 

theſe had beaten the Ezgi;þ in many Encounters, re- 


cover'd many Caſtles, and regained Berwick. This 


made K. Edward, immediately upon his Return from 


Flanders, to prepare againſt Scotland, to revenge the 
Death of his Officers and Soldiers, and to recover 
his Caſtles, For the better effecting of this, he removes Parliament, 
his Exchequer and Courts of Juſtice to York, where &« at rk, 
they continued above ſix Years; and here he call'd a 
Parliament, and requir'd all his Subjects who held of 
him by Knights Service, to be ready at Roxboroygh up- 
ona certain Day; who thereupon aſſembled to the Num- 
der of 4000 barbed Horſe and 4000 other Horſe, and 
Foot in Proportion. 
The Earls of Hereford and Norfolk, notwithſtanding 
their former Contempt, attended- him; but before they 
would act, they urge the Ratification of Magna Charta, 
and their Pardons, Which they thought were not ſecure, 
the King being abſent when he granted them. Some 
Lords and Biſhops undertook for the King, that he 
ſhould ſatisfy them when he had ſubdued theſe his Ene- 
mies. And then theſe two Earls and the Earl of Lin- Sas routed 
cola led the Vanguard at the famous Battle of Fawkirke, at Fawkirks 
where were ſlain of the Scots 200 Knights and 40000 
Foot; but Wallis and ſome few others had the good 
Fortune to eſcape. | ; | 
The King gave the Eſtates of the Scozs who ſtood 
out, to the Eugliſh; and call'd a Parliament at St. An- 
drews, Where the great Men of Scotland came and ſwore 
Fealty to him. The Scozs Writers do mightily inveigh 
againſt K. Edward, for carrying away their Monuments 
of Antiquity, Records and Inſtruments of State, and 
their Marble Chair on which depended the Fate of the 
kingdom. This Expedition being thus happily over, 
the King returns to London, and calls a Parliament at 
Weſtminſter, in which after much Debate he grants a 
Confirmation of Magna Charta, and a farther Allow- 
ance of Disforeſting, with the Omiſſion of the Clauſe, 
Salvo Fare Corone naſtræ. The next Year the King 4. P. 1301. 
being 62 Years of Age, marries Margaret the King gf 
France's Silter, and concludes a firm Peace with him; 
and his Son is affianced to the King of France's Daugh- Peace with 
| | ter, Tarce, 


— — ——— 
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ter. Andnow the King calls in the baſe Coin called 

Crocard and Pollard, which yielded ſome ſmall Mat- 

ter into his Coffers. But a third Expedition into Sco- 

land emptied them again; wherein nothing was done 

but the recovering of Sterling-Caſtle. Upon the Con- 

cluſion of the Peace with France, the Scots being left 

Sets com- Out, ſend their Complaints to Pope Boniface, repreſent- 
pan be ing the afflicted State of their Country, the Uſurpati- 
Jace on of the King of England upon them, and his tyran- 


Who oppo-Nical Proceedings with them. The Pope having re. 


ſes theKing's ceived this Remonſtrance, writes powerful Letters to 

I the King of England, commanding him to forbear all 

gainſt the ; , . 

Scots, farther Proceedings againſt them, claiming withal the 
Sovereign Authority over that Kingdom, as belonging 
to the Church. The King anſwers the Pope's Letters 
at large, proving from Antiquity, that the Dominion 
of Scotland had ever appertain'd to the Engliſh Crown, 
even from Brutus to his own Time. And at the ſame 
Time all the Nobility wrote to the Pope, claiming the 
ſame Rights, which they were bound by Oath to main- 
tain, even with their Lives. The Pope upon this 
Anſwer, ſtir'd no more in the Scots Cauſe. And the 

King having been ſupplied with a fifteenth, upon Con- 

A.D. r305.firmation of the Charters, makes his fourth Expedition 

King's and Conqueſt in Scotland, and had Homage and Feal- 

pedition in- ty [Worn to him the fourth Time as Conqueror of it, 

to Setiand, After which he remov'd his Exchequer from York, to 
London, and render'd ſolemn Thanks to God and St. 
Edward for his Victory. | ay 

Wallis exe- Soon after, Wallis betray'd by his Companion, is ſent 

cuted for Priſoner to London, where he was tried and condemn- 

* ed according to the Laws of Exgland, to be drawn, 
hang'd and quarter'd; and accordingly ſuffer'd the Sen- 
tence. Thus died Milliam Wallis for the Defence of the Li- 
berties of his own Country, in a ſtrange one, and remains 
among the beſt Examples of Piety and Courage in that 

Sir Nihelas Kind. Sir Nicholas Segrave, one of the i Knights 

Serrave's of the Kingdom, being accuſed of Treaſon by Sir 45 

2 Crombwell, offer'd to juſtify himſelf by Duel; but the 

King would not grant it: Upon which, Segrave, with- 

out Livenſe, leaves the Camp, and crofles the Sea to 

fight his Enemy. The King enraged at his Contempt, 
order'd Juſtice to proceed againſt him. The Judges 
conſulted three Days on his Caſe, and at laſt joe 
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him guilty of Death, and his Goods to be forfeited to 
the King; but added, That as he went out of the 
« Nation, not in Contempt of the King, but to be re- 
« yeng'd of his Enemy, it was in the King's Power to 
« ſhew him Mercy.” The King in Anger replied, 
« Have you been all this while conſulting for this? 2 
& know it is in my Power to ſhew Mercy on whom 
& pleaſe; and who ever ſubmitted to me, that has not 
& taſted of it ? But I ſhall not do it for your Sakes, no 
more than a Dog's : Yet let this your Judgment be 
a recorded, and for ever held as a Law.” And ſo Sir 
Nicholas, for Example, was put into Priſon; yet after- 
wards by the Interceſſion of many of the Noblemen, 
the King reſtor'd him to his Eſtate. 

Some Time after, the King ſends out a new Writ A Writ of 
call'd Trailbaſton, concerning all Sorts of Offenders ; ad Tra 
which was ſo ſtrictly executed, that from the Fines bann. 
thence ariſing, the King's Treaſure was vaſtly encreas'd : 

As it was alſo by another Commiſſion ſent out at the 

ſame Time to examine into the Behaviour of Officers 

and Miniſters of Juſtice ; whereby many were found 
Delinquents, and paid dearly for it: Informers being 

in great Requeſt at this Time. And now the King be- Barons cal- 
ing become a Terror to his Subjects, began to ſhew his di an Ac 
Reſentments to the Lords for their former Behaviour, 4. B. 1306. 
during the late civil Conteſts. This ſo terrified Bigod, 

the Earl Marſhal, that to regain the King's Favour, he 

made him Heir of all his Lands (tho' he had a Brother 

living,) except only 1000 J. per Annum for Life. And 

for the ſame Offence he extorted great ums of Money 

from others. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury he ſent 

over to Pope Clement V. a Native of Boxrdeaux, who 

was regardful of the King, as having been once his 
Sovereign, and therefore ready to. anſwer his Deſires. 

And to ſecure this, the King ſent the Pope a compleat 

Set of Gold Plate for his Chamber: Which had ſuch 

an Influence on his Holineſs, that he could deny no- 

thing the King thought fit to ask, even to abſolve him 

from his Oath to obſerve Magna Charta; an At of as Pope abſolvo 
little Piety in the Pope, as Conſcience in the King. But o 0% 

it was not long befare he found the Error of this ACti- Oath., 

on, ang.ſaw juſt Cauſe to reform it, having as much 

Need of his People's Love, as they of his Juſtice ; for 

Bruce, Son of that Brace who had been Competitor 


with Baliol, eſcaping out of Eugland, became a” 
2 
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the confuſed Scots, who crown'd him King, and {reſol. 

ved to ſupport him in his Dignity. John Comyn his 

Couſin German, wrote to the King of England to be. 

Comyn tray him; Brace finding him at Duntres fell upon 
murder'd in him, and murder'd him in the Church there. This 
Swtland.* hoody Action blemiſh'd his Beginning, and raiſed 3 
reat Party againſt him. K. Edward ſends the Earl of 

Perrot and other Lords with a Party to relieve hij 

Warden of Scotland who was retir'd to Berwick; and 

follows himſelf with a great Army; and for his noblet 
Attendance makes Proclamation, That all who by Suc- 

ceſſion or otherwiſe had Means for Service, ſhould re- 

pair to Heſtminſter at Whitſuntide, to receive the Or. 

der of Knighthood, and a Military Ornament out of 

the King's Wardrobe. Three hundred young Gentle- 

men allemble, and receive their Ornaments. The 
Prince was then knighted by the King, and created Duke 

of Aguitain; and the next Day he girds theſe 300 Knights 

with the military Belt, in the ſame Manner as himſelf 

receiv'd it. And now the King vows, that alive or 

dead he would revenge Comyn's Death upon Brace and 

the perjured Scots; and to carry on this War, the Cler- 

| . gy and Laity grant a thirtieth, and the Merchants a 
A. D. 1307. twentieth of their Goods. Thus furniſhed with Men 
K. Edward and Money, he ſets forth for Scotland: In his March he 
Dea B15 receiy'd the News that the Earl of Pembroke had de- 
feated the whole Army of the new King, and narrows 

ly miſs'd his Perſon; and his Brother and two Prieſts 

were taken and executed at Berwick. K. Edward 

march'd thro' the Country, and executed all he could 

find concetn'd in Comyn's Murder; of whom the Ear! 

of Athole is allowed the Honour of a higher Gallows 

than the reſt. The Counteſs of Bong han, aſſiſting at 

Bruce's Coronation, is put into a wooden Cage, and 

hung upon the Walls of Berwick for People to gate 

at. Theſe Proceedings exaſperate the Enemy, and 

Bruce skulks about, only attended by the Earl of 

Parliament Lenox and Gilbert Hay. The King leaves Scotland, 
at Carliſe. and winters at Carliſle, where he calls his laſt Parlia 
ment, who mindful of the Pope's late Action, ſought 

for a Reformation of the Pope's Miniſters, who now 

required the Fruits of one Year's Revenue of every Be- 

nefice and religious Houſe in England, Wales, and Ire- 

land. Tho* this was denied, yet ſomething was got, 

which the King and the Pope's Legate divided —_— 

| | them. 
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The Reign of King EDWARD II. 
them While the King was thus buſied at Carli/le, Bruce 

in the Spring appears again with ſome Forces, defeats 

the Earl of Pembroke, and drives the Earl of Gloceſter 

into the Caſtle of Ayr; where he beſieg' d him till the, 

King's Forces came up, and drove Bruce again to his 
Faltneſs. K. Edward ſends for all that ow'd him Ser- 

vice to attend him at Carliſie; and tho' he was much 
indiſpos'd, in Faly he enters Scotland with an Ar- 

my ; but could not lead em far: For falling into a 
Dyſentery at Borough pon the Sands, he died, having d. Edo 
reigned Years, 7 Months, and 21 Days, aged 00 = 
Years. He was interred at Weſtminſter, cloſe by his 

Father, on the North Side of St. Edward's Shrine. 
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PON the Death of the great King Edward I. his 4. P. 130. 
eldeſt Son, Edward of Carnarvan, now twenty — '1 
three Years of Age, ſucceeded him with general Ap-Reign ill. 
plauſe, .tho* much inferior to him in all Reſpe&s. Ne- 
ver any Prince came to the Crown with greater Love | 
of the Nation, or loſt it in ſo ſhort a Time: For be- 
fore his Father's Funeral Solemnities were finiſhed ; con- 
trary to his dying Precepts, herecalled Pierce Gaveſton cf re- 
from Exile, and created him Earl of Corzwal, Lord of 
Max, Guardian and Lieutenant of Exglazd, and Diſ- 
ſer of innumerable Preferments. And becauſe Wal- 
er Langton, Biſhop of Cheſter, his Father's Treaſurer, | 4x 
had like a taithful Servant, in his Father's Reign, re- 1 | 
prov'd the Prince, for ſome leud Extravagancies, and | 
complain'd of Gaveſtox, as the ſole Promoter of them; 
the King, to puniſh ſuch troubleſome Virtue, impriſon'd 
him, ſeized all his Goods and Temporalities, and gave 
them to Gaveſton; and then, without the Advice of 
. removes moſt of his Father's Officers from 

ourt. J 
Soon after he paſſed over to Bologue, where he lo- men mar | 
lemnized his Nuptials with Iſabel the French King's FrenchKing's 
Daughter, with great Maguificence and ! Daughter. 
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The Hiſtory of ENGL ano: 
there being preſent the Kings of France, Navarre, Al. 
maigye, and Sicily, and three Queens, beſides the Bride, 
and a glorious Concourſe of other Princes and Ladies, 
Gaveſton exceeded them all in rich, Attire; Splendor, 
and Magnificence, which raiſed the Envy and Indigna- 
tion of the whole Aſſembly, particularly of the Ex. 
I: Nobility; and ſo exaſperated them, that at 2 
ing's Coronation they require him to be remov'd, o- 
therwiſe they would put a * to that Solemnity. 
The King, to avoid ſo great a Diſgrace, promiſed to 
grant their Requeſt at the next Parliament. Notwith- 
ſtanding this Promiſe, he appointed Gaveſton to car- 
ry St. Edward's Crown before him at his Coronation, 
which increaſed the Hatred of the Prelates and Nobi- 
lity againſt him. The Knights Templars thro* England, 
as in other Countries, are impriſoned, and their Eſtates 
given to the Hoſpitallers ; their leud and vicious Lives 
being aſſigned as the Cauſe. F, | 
he Lords now proſecute their Deſign againſt Gave- 
on in good earneſt, who preſuming upon the King's 
Favour, inſolently ſcorn'd them as much as they hated 
him. The chiefeſt of his Enemies he gave reproach- 
Stage- 
Player ; the Earl of Pembroke, 255 the Feu; = 
Guy, Earl of Warwick, the Black Dog of Ardein. U 
on this the Parliament unat:imoufly beſought the King, 
to adviſe and treat with the Nobles concerning the 
State of the Kingdom, that by their Counſel he might 
avoid the Miſchiefs which would fall upon him thro? 
Neglect of Government; and urged it ſo far; that the Kin 
not only conſented, but took an Oath to ratify all ſuc 
Articles as ſhould be concluded by them for the Wel- 
fare of the Kingdom. Upon this ſeveral, both of the 
Clergy, Nobility, and Commons, were ſelected to frame 
theſe Articles; and when they were finiſhed, the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury pronounced Sentence of Excom- 
munication againſt all that ſhall dare to oppoſe them, 
Some of the Articles were: © That the King ſhould 
% obſerve, and put in Execution Magna Charta: That 
4 all Strangers ſhould be baniſhed: That ill Counſellors 
© be removed ; and, that the King ſhall not begin any 
« War, or go any where out of the Kingdom, without 
the Corfſent of Parliament.” Thele Articles were in 


Number forty one, to which the King conſented, and in 


particular to the Baniſhment of his Favourite Gaveſton, 
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whom he immediately ſent into Ireland, who reſided - wor ny 
there, not in Quality of an Exile, but of Lieutenant. = 
Within a few Months the King recalls him, and mar- 

ries him to his Niece, the Earl of Gloceſter's Daughter. 

But all this would not do; for the Nobility were re- Isre-called 
ſolved to remove him from the King; beſides, his A- — 
dions were intolerable ; for he ſold the Jewels of p,ugher. 
the Crown, and convey'd much Treaſure out of the 
Kingdom. Upon which the Barons ſend to the Ling, 

that unleſs he part with Gaveſton, and obſerve the Ar- 

ticles lately agreed on, ay would arm againſt him as 

a perjured Prince. The King at length unwillingly 

yields to baniſh his Minion Gaveſton; and they alſo ob- A. D. 1316, 
tained this Clauſe, that if he be ever found again in the C ba- 
Kingdom, he ſhall ſuffer Death as an Enemy to the mies u. 
State. Ireland was not to protect him again, and Frauce 

was unſafe for him; therefore he retires to Flanders, 

where he lurk'd for a While; but finding no Security, 

he without Leave returns to England, and committed And returns. 
himſelf to the King's Protection, who received him 

with great Satisfaction; and to have him out of the 

Eye of the Nobility, goes with him into the North. 

Upon this the Lords arm, and ordain Thomas, Earl The Barons 
of Lancaſter, for their Leader, who was the Son 5 
Edmund, the ſecond Son of Hex. III. a powerful and 
popular Subject. The Earl of Gloceſter becomes Me- 
diator between the King and Barons. The Lords fend 
to the King in the Name of the whole Commonalty 
of England, beſecchiug him to deliver Gaveſton into 
their Hands or ſend him out of Erg/aud. The King 
negleQing their Petitions, they advance with ſome Forces 
towards the North. The King, to ſecure Gaveſton, puts 
him with ſome Forces into Scarboroxgh Caſtle, and re- 
tires into Warwichſbire. The Lords beſiege Gaveſton, Gaveſten 


taken 2nd 


| and ſoon oblige him to ſurrender ; and afterwards con- behended. 


trary ro the Engagements of ſome of the Barons, he 
was beheaded at J/arwick, And this was the Fate of 
the firſt Favourite we read of in our Hiſtory. 

The Lords having obtained their Ends upon Gave- 
ſton, and thereby finding the King's Weakneſs, aſſume 
to themſelves greater Authority, and require a punctual 
Pertormance of all the Articles formerly granted, threat- 
ning the King, upon his Refuſal, to force him to it. 
Upon this ſome Prelates, and two Cardinals ſent from Biſhops go 
tie Pope, go to the Lords, who receive them very woe Lords. 

peaceably; 


| 
| 
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peaceably ; but refuſed to receive the Pope's Letter + 

e faying, they were Swordſmen, and had not Leiſure 

« to read Letters, and that there were worthy and learn- 
ed Men enough in the Kingdom, whoſe Counſel they 

| « would uſe, and not Strangers.” With this Anſwer 

The Biſhops they return to London; but the Biſhops ſo far prevailed 

8 with the Lords, that they agree to deliver up to the King 
e on ſuch Horſes, Treaſure and Jewels, as they had taken 

from Gaveſton; and the Treaſurer and Keeper of the 
Wardrobe are ſent to St. Albans to receive them. 

Edward III. About this Time Queen IJſabel was delivered of a Son 
born. at Windſor, whom they named Edward. Shortly after 
a Parliament is called at London, wherein the Kin 
complains, © That his Barons had contemned him, rail: 

« ed War in his Realm againft him, and murdered Ga. 

“ veſton. But they anſwered, * That they had not 

& offended, but rather merited his Favour; having taken 

« Arms, not in Contempt of him, but to deſtroy the 

4 Nation's publick Enemy; a Man by whom the King's 
„Honour was leſlened, and the Kingdom's Subſtance 

« waſted, and a dangerous Conteſt raiſed between the 

« King and his Subjects, whereof otherwiſe they could 

« never have had an End.” Adding farther, ** That they 

4 will no longer be deluded with vain Promiſes or De- 

“ lays concerning their required Articles as they had 

„ been.” The Queen and Earl of Gloceſter at length 

The Lords make up the Breach ; the Lords ſubmit to the King 

ſubmit, and and are pardoned all Offences. And then the State, in 

are pardonea · Conſideration of his great Wants, gave the King a Fil- 
teenth. About this Time the Earl of Warwick died, 
bdut not without Suſpicion of Poiſon. 

A.D. 1314. While England laboured under theſe Diſtractions, 
Scotland united, and became very powerful under their 
King Brace, who had quite deſtroyed all Faftions, and 
almoſt recovered his whole Country. To curb this 
Growth of King Brace, King Edward march'd into Scot- 
land with 100000 Men, the moſt numerous Army that 
ever went thither. Brace, with only thirty thouſand 
Men, encounters this mighty Army, and gave England 
the greateſt Overthrow it ever received; for in this Bat- 

a (called the Battle of Bannock's Bourn) there pe- 

B., Tiſhed the Earl of Gloceſter, and many other Lords, 709 

Knights Eſquires and Gentlemen, and 30000 Soldiers, 
as the Scots write; our Hiſtorians acknowledge 12000 3 
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The Reign of King EDWARD II. 
were taken Priſoners. This Victory put the Scots in 
a very flouriſhing Condition both as to Arms and 
Wealth. The King would fain have repaired his Ho- 
nour; but the diſguſted People grew cold, and were 
willing to fit down with the Loſs: The poor Borderers 
had the worlt of it, and were ſo diſpirited, that 100 
of them would fly from three Scozs. This great Miſ- 
fortune was not ſingle; but in the next Year many Ca- Many great 
lamities followed it, as Inundations, Dearth, Famine, — 
and Peſtilence, which exceeded any that had been before? 
inthis Nation.. T'o remedy which, as much as Man could © 
do, a Parliament was called at London, to abate and ſet- Price of vies 
tle the Price of Victuals, after which it grew more {cles 
ſcarce than before; for there happened ſuch a Mur- 
rain to Cattle, and the Fruits were fo deſtroyed by ex- i, 
cefſive Rains, that no Proviſions could be got, and moſt 4 D. 1317 
People turned off their Servants, becauſe they could not 
maintain them : Yet all thefe Miſeries could not allay,. n 
the Diſcontents and Hatred between rhe King and his Noble difots 
Nobles. The Scots take Advantage of theſe Difcon- fected toeach 
tents, and miſerably infeſt the Northern Parts. Some cher. 
diſcontented &zg/:jþ, under Colour of Reſiſtance, took 
to themſelves all that they hindred the Scots from ſpoil= 
ing. Bruce, now abſolute King of Scotland, ſends his 
Brother into {relaud with an Army, who took many + 
Places there, and got the Litle of King for three Years. 

Thus all Things, both at Home and Abroad, went ill 
with England. Vet in the midit bf theſe Confuſions, 
the two Cardinals made up the Breach between Kin 
Edward and the Earl of Lancaſter; but the King pri- 
rately ſent a Knight with a Letter to the King of Scart, 
to procure the Earl's Death. The Knight. was taken, 
and executed, and his Head ſet upon Ponteſract Caſtle. 
This foul Action of the King brought many over to, 
the Earl's Party. HE 
The Scott having carried their Ravages as far as York, An Army i 
a Parliament is called: The King promiſes to obſerve =p y 
all the former required Articles. Upon which an Ar- adele. 
my is raiſed to oppole the Scots, which marched as tar 
as ork, and there falls into Mutiny, and is disbanded. 
he next Year one Peter Spalding treacherouſly be- 4. Bl. 1310 
trays Berwick to the Scors, The King raites an Army, 
and beſieges it. The Scots, to divert his F orces, en- 
tred England in other Places. And upon the DefeC&iorn 
or the Earl of Lazcaſter, 2 the People of York be- 
(KR) 
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ing beaten, the King was obliged to raiſe the Siege of 
Truce with Berwick, and conclude a Truce with the Scots for two 
the Scots. Years, and ſo leaves thoſe Parts diſhonourably. 

A. D. 1319, In the Time of this Peace, a great Flame aroſe from 

a little Spark, which was kindled by this Occaſion. 

Spencer the Younger, buying Powes-Land of Sir Mi. 

ham Brewes, over the Heads of the Earl of Hereford 

and the two Mortimers, who had before contrafted for 

it, and deſired to buy it, gets it from them all by the 

King's ſpecial Licence. The Lords complain to the 

Earl of Laucaſter, of this Injuſtice ; they, and many other 

Lords enter into a Confederacy, by Oath, to live and 

die together in maintaining the Rights of the Kingdom, 

and in procuring the Baniſhment ot the two Spencers, F4- 

Barons take ther and Son. Under this Pretence they take Arms, 

Arms. ..,, and ſeize upon the Lands and Goods of thoſe Perlons, 

and then march to St. Albans ; from whence they ſend 

to the — requiring him to baniſh the Spencers, and 

to grant a Pardon and Indemnity to themſelves. The 

King anſwered, © That Spencer, the Father, was in his 

« Service beyond the Seas, and the Son was guarding 

© the Cinque-Ports; and that it was againſt Law to 

© baniſh any Perſon unheard.” And then the King 

ſwore, that he would never break his Coronation Oath, 

by pardoning ſuch Offenders as the Barons were. This 

Anſwer ſo exaſperated them, that they marched with 

their Forces towards London, and inſiſt ſtiffly upon their 

Demands; which, by the Mediation of the Queen and 

Prelates, he at laſt granted, and thereupon publiſhed an 

Edict, by which both the Spencers were baniſhed. The 

Father being abroad, kept there; and the Son lurks 2 

bout England. The Lords depart ſatisfied, and with 
Indemnity. | | 

Freſh Quar- The Queen in her. Progreſs, ſent to take up her 


rels between Lodgings in Leeds Caſtle. The Governor told her Set- 
„he King and 
Barons. 
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be admitted, without Letters from his Lord, the Lord 
Bedleſmere. She complains of this Indignity to the 
| King, who taking it to Heart, immediately marches 
King takes his Army to Leeds, and takes the Caſtle, hangs the 


Leids Caltſe Keeper, ſends my Lord Bedleſmere's Wife and Children 
to the Tower, and ſeizeth all his Goods and Treaſure. 
The King elevated with this Succeſs, and inſtigated by 
4D. zzz. the Queen, raiſeth an Army againſt the Barons; many 


of whom came in and ſubmitted, as the two Morti- 
mers, 


vants, that neither the Queen, nor any Body elſe, ſhould 
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The Reign of King Edward II. (243) 
mers, and others, who, contrary to their Expectations, 

were ſent to Priſon. Upon this Change the Earls of 
Lancaſter and Hereford retire Northward. The King 

perſues them, and at Burton upon Trent, beats their 

Army, and puts them to flight; and at Borogh-Brigge, 

the Sheriff of Tork attacks them, ſlays the Earl of Hes Hereford 
refurd, and takes Lancaſter Priſoner, with diverſe other — 5 
Lords. Lancaſter is condemned and beheaded the ſame ken. 

Day before his Caſtle of Pontefract: many other Lords Executed 
were executed, hang'd, drawn and quarter'd, at York, oer rp, oh 
London, and other Places; and their Eſtates given to 

Men newly advanced. This, ſince the Conqueſt, was 

the firſt noble Blood that was ſpilt, after this Manner, 

in England. The King puffed up with this Succeſs, King's Ex- 
marches his Army into Scotland, tho? unprovided with Hafen in 
Neceſſiries. The Scott having Notice of it, retire 4. B. 1323. 
into the Country, taking with them all the Proviſions 

they could; by which Policy they vanquiſhed the King's 

Army without Blows, and forc'd him to return to Exg- Returns 
lad with Diſhonour ; whither the Scozs follow him, a Diſko- 
and ſet upon him unexpectedly, take his Treaſure, ang 
ranſack the Country to the very Walls of Tork. Sir 

Andrew Harkley, who took the Earl of Lancaſter Pri- 

ſoner, and for that Service was made Earl of Carl:/le, 

but envied by the Spencers, is accuſed, degraded, hang- 

ed, drawn and quartered, as a Traitor. 

K. Edward the following Year was ſummoned by 4. D. 1324. 
the French King to do Homage for Gaſcoigne. The fc. Edward 
Parliament decreed he ſhould not go in Perſon ; up- 40 fi- 
on which the King of France ſeiz'd upon his Domi- mage to the 
nions. The King's Brother Edmund is ſent over, #75 King. 
but to little Effect. The Spencers held it not ſafe 
for them, to let the King go over in Perſon ; but the 
Queen and a ſmall Attendance is ſent over to accom- Queen ſert 
modate the Buſineſs. During which Negotiation the Fran. 
King demanded of his Parliament Money, to redeem 
the Earl of Bretagne, taken Priſoner by the Scots; but 
It was denied him. The Biſhop of Hereford was ar- Biſhop of 
reſted, and accuſed of Treaſon in affiſting the Barons. . ur 
He refaſed to anſwer, being a conſecated Biſhop. The 
other Biſhops take him from the Bar, and deliver him 
to the Archbiſhop, till the King ſhould appoint a Day 
for his Anſwer. Shortly after he was taken and 
convented ; whereupon the Archbiſhops of Canterbury, 

Int and Datlia, with ten other Biſhops, went to the 
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The Biſhop Place of Judgment, and took him away with them. 
of Herefor® This diſpleas'd the King, who commanded Enquiry to 


— ” be made ex officio Judicis, againſt the Biſhop, (tho ab. 
Biſhops. ſent) wherein he was found guilty, and all his Googz 
Lofts ſeiz' d for the King. But this loſt the King the Aﬀegi. 
Eſtate, on of the Clergy. | 


The Spencers grown to the Height of Inſolenee, 
thro* Pride and the Spoils of the Barons, preſumed to 
abridge the Queen's Maintenance and Houſhold. Bu 
this was the Rock on which they ſplit; for the Queen 
had managed her Negotiation ſo well, that all Quar- 
rels ſhould be ended, if Edward would make his Son 
Edward Duke of Aquitaine and Ponthien, and ſend 
him over to do Homage to the King of France. K. Ea. 
ward complies, and the Queen is glad to have her 
Son with her: And ſhe being reſolved on Revenge 
againſt the Spexcers, beſides her great Party in England, 
had thoſe in France, who encouraged her in that Hu- 
mour ; among whom was Roger Mortimer, lately eſ- 
caped out of the Tower. 

But the Biſhop of Exeter, who was with her, ſuſ⸗ 
pecting her Deſigns, returns to Exgland, and informs 

a the King thereof, who ſends immediately to the Queen 
Queen and and Prince to return; and upon their Delay, pro- 
Prince pro- Claim'd them Enemies to the Kingdom, and baniſhed 
clim'd Tra them as ſuch, and ſends out three Admirals to guard 
©0544, the Coaſts, and prevent their landing. The Queen in- 

formed of a Plot to murder her and her Son, retires 
to the Earl of Heynault, a rich Prince, and to the Earl 

# of Holland, to whoſe Daughter Philippa ſhe contract 

her Son, and gets Men and Money of him, and arrives 

at Harwich, where ſhe was received with great Joy by 
She invades the diſcontented Nobility. As ſoon as this News reach- 
England, ed the King, he demanded Aid of London; but was deni 
ed it. Then he promiſeth, by Proclamation, 10000 
to any Perſon that ſhould bring Mortimer's Head. The 
King with his ſmall Council retires into the Well, er 
pecting Aſſiſtance there; but none regarded him. The 
Queen pertued him, and at Oxford the Biſhop of He 
reford took occaſion to preach from theſe Words, 4 
Head aketh; trom which he drew this Concluſion, That 
an aking and ſick Head of a Kingdom was of Neceſſiſ 
to be taken oi, and without that the Cure would be 
impoſſible. To put the better Face on the Quee!s 
Proceedings, it was artfully noiled abroad, that 8 
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Cardinals, ſent from the Pope, were in the Queen's 
Camp to excommunicate ſuch as took up Arms againſt 
her; and that ſhe came only to deliver the Kingdom 
from the Miſleaders of the King, the Spexcers, the Chan- 
cellor, and all their Adherents ; and that all others 
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hould be ſafe. To confirm which the Queen makes The Queen 


Proclamation, © That nothing ſhould be taken from Fase. 


« any Subject without paying for it, under the Penalty uon. 


« for taking to the Value of three Pgnce to loſe a Fin- 
« per, ſix Pence the Hand, and twelve Pence the Head; 
and that whoſoever ſhould bring to the Queen the 
« Head of young Spexcer, ſhould have as a Reward the 
« Sum of 2000/1.” Thus the Queen made Head againſt 
her Husband, and led an innocent Son agaiuſt his Fa- 
ther. | 

The miſerable King finding none 
Hagh Spencer the Father, with ſome Forces into Br:- 
fol Caſtle; and then for his own Security went on 
board a Veſlel, poorly attended, with Delign to get 
to the Iſle of Landy, or to Ireland; but by contrary 
Winds, was forced to land in Glamorganſhire in Wales, 
where Blunt his Steward, and others, ſhametully for- 


to aſſiſt hi it The King is 
him, put — 


Is concealed 


faking him, he was concealed in the Abby of Neazh.;, ce abby 
In the mean Time the Queen marches againſt Briſtol, of Neath. 
attacks the Caſtle, takes it, and puts to Death Hugh Hugh Seen” 


Spencer, the Governor, without Form or Tryal of 
Law, cauſing him, tho* Earl of 77zcheſter, to be drawn, 
and hang'd on the common Gallows in his Coat of 
— and cut up before he was dead, and quar- 
tered. | 

This done, ſhe paſſeth to Hereford, and iſſued a Pro- 


| Clamation, That if the King would return, and go- 


* yern the Nation as he ought to do, he ſhould receive 
* the Government again; by Conſent of the People.“ 
But the King not daring to truſt himſelf to them, or 
not having ſufficient Information, kept himſelf ſtill con- 
cealed : and thereupon they took the Advantage to diſ- 


cer put to 


Deach. 


Prince made 


pole of the Government, and the Prince is made Guar- Guardian of 
dan of the Kingdom, hath Fealty ſworn to him; ande Ks 
anew Chancellor and Treaſurer are appointed, to ma- 


nage the Affairs of State. 
Not long after the King was diſcovered; and b 


King im- 


* 
Henry, Earl of Lancaſter, Brother to Thomas the late (Coed. 


arl, and by others, taken and conveyed to Keze/worth 
Caltle, The younger Spencer, Baldork the Chancellor, 
(R3) and 
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and Simon Reading, who were taken with the King 
are ſent to the Queen at Hereford. Spencer, who was 
, at this Time Earl of Gloceſter, is drawn and hang'd on 
—_— a Gallows fiſty Foot high. Simon Reading was hang d 
Friends Exe-ten Foot lower than he : But Baldock, becauſe he was 
cured, a Prieſt, had the Favour to be ſtarv'd to Death in Neu- 
ate. 
_ The Confuſion at this Time was general. The Com- 
mons of London wie and force their Mayor, who waz 
hearty for the King, to take their Part, let out all Pri. 
ſoners, poſleſs themſelyes of the Tower, put to Death 
Sir John Weſton, the Conſtable of it, and murder the 
Biſhop of Exeter, whom they hated ; becauſe, when 
he was the King's Treaſurer, he cauſed the Judges Iii. 
: nerant to ſit in London, by which means they were grie- 
£ ©: 1327-youſly fined. After ſome Stay at Hereford, the Queen 
depoſed, and and the Prince return to London; where the Parlia- 
the Prince ment being aſſembled, came to a Reſolution to depoſe 
ven the King as unfit to govern, objecting many Articles 
againſt him; and to elect his eldeſt Son Edward to be 
King in his Stead. Accordingly this was done in the 
mott ſolemn Manner, in Weſtminſter-Hall, with the 
univerſal Conſent of the People preſent ; and the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury made a Sermon upon this Text, 
Vox Populi, Vox Dei, exhorting the People to pray to 
the King of Kings for a Bleſſing upon him whom they 
had choſen, | 68 
The Queen ſeeing what was done, began now, tho 
too late, to reflect on her ſelf, and to be very much con- 
cern'd at this Election; inſomuch, that the Prince, to 
comfort her, was forc'd to ſwear, that he would never 
accept of the Crown without his Father's Conſent, 
Upon this Reſolution, the Parliament decreed, * | bat 
« three Biſhops, two Earls, two Abbots, four Barons 
three Knights of every Shire, and ſome Burgeſles of 
* every City and Borough, ſhould be ſent to the King 
% at Kenelworth, to declare unto him the Election of 
© his Son, and to require of him the Renunciation of 
his Crown and Royal Dignity ; to which if he did 
< not conſent, the States were reſolved to proceed as 
they thought fit,” This moſt ungrateful Meſſage was 
delivered to him by two Perſons, ' moſt obnoxious to 
ine ver. bim, the Biſhops of Hereford and Lincoln. The King 
np PO all in Tears confeſſed, © That he had been miſguided, 
25g and done many Things of which he now r 
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Tie Reign of King EDwaRrp III. 


& and which, if he were to govern again, he would 
« amend, and was very ſorry to have ſo much offend- 
« ed the State, as that they ſhould utterly reject him; 
« yer thanked them that they were ſo favourable to him, 
« 25 to chuſe his eldeſt Son for their King.” Which 
faid, they proceeded to the Ceremony of his Reſigna- 
tion. The Form was perfectly new, becauſe without 
Precedent; William Truſſell, a Judge, put it into the 
Stile of the Law, to render it more authentick, and 
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pronounced the ſame in this Manner: “I William Manner of 
4 Truſſell, in the Name of all the Men of the Land of — 


„ England, and of all the Parliament Procurator, re- 
« ſign to thee Ed ward, the Homage that was made to thee 
me Time ſince; and from this Time forwards, I de- 
fie thee, and prive thee of all thy Royal Power ; and J 
« ſhall never be attendant on wee as King, from this 


« Time,” Which being done, Sir Thomas Blunt, Stew- - 


ard of the Houſhold, by breaking his Staff, reſign'd his 
Office, and declared, that the late King's Family was 
diſcharged. This was done the 22* of January 1327, 
in the 43* Year of the King's Age, having reigned 19 
Years, 6 Months, and 15 Days. 
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Edward III. 


ED RD the Third, Son of Edward: II, being 4. P. 1327. 


between 14 and 15 Years old, began his Reign up- 
on his Father's Reſignation, and was proclaimed King 
by Conſent of Parliament, on the 25 of January 1327, 
and immediately iflued out his Proclamation for preſer- 
ving the publick Peace, in which hedeclared, © That his 


proclaimed. 


Father, the late King, by the Advice aud Conſent of 


the Nobility and Commonalty of the Realm, made a 
* free and voluntary Reſignation of his Regal Dignity to 
* him, as being his eldeſt Son, and Heir to the Kingdom.” 
And upon Sunday the firſt of February, he was crown'd 
at Weſtminſter with great Solemuity. After which, 
twelve ot the chief Nobility were appointed Guardians 
to him and the Kingdom, till he ſhould be of fit Age to 

(R4) govern. 


And crown» 
ed. 

12 Guar- 
dians 2 


poi 
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„ 


8:2ts invade - 


England. 
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overn. The Qucen and Mortimer being of this Num- 
ber, uſurp the Management of the Whole ; and the 
Queen's Dowry was ſo unreaſonably enlarged, that 
the King had ſcarce a third Part of the Revenues to 
himſelf, 
Robert, King of Scotland, taking Advantage of theſe 
unſettled Times, invades Eugland. Edwara receiving 
Advice of the Scotiſßh Deſigus, put out a Proclama- 
tion commanding all Noblemen, and others, to at- 


tend him at Nork on Aſcenſiun Day, They aflemble 


Zadward 


marches - 


Fault cem. 


t they 
*. 


Enemies. 


at the appointed Time ; but ſhortly after there hay- 
pened a great Contelt between ſome Ezg/:// and Foreig- 
ners in the Army, which not only caus'a the Sheddin 

of Blood, but prov'd a great Obſtrudtion to the de- 
ligned Expedition. After fix, Weeks Coutinuance in 
and about York, the King gave Orders for his whole Ar- 
my to march againſt the Scots, whom they found en- 
camped in M ubape Park, in the Biſhoprick of Darhan, 
Here they ſurrounded them on every vide, except one 
Spot of deep mooriſh Ground, and fo confined them 
for the Space of fitteen Days, that their Proviſions 
fail'd them. This conſtrained them to invent a Way for 
their Eſcape; and therefore they prepared a great Number 
of Fleaks, Hurdles and Faggots, by the Help of which, 
the following Night, they and their Horſes made their 
Eſcape, and fled to the next Mountains. K. Edward 
enraged at their Eſcape, immediately perſues them, but 
could not find them; till after a Proclamation of an 
100 J. per Annum, and the Honour of Knighthood to 
be given to any who conld inform him where they 
were encamped ; he was aſſured by one, that they were 
on a Hill, about ſix Miles from his Camp, and attend- 
ed his Coming, with a Deſign to give him Battle. Up- 
on this the King and his Army followed this new Knight, 
their Guide, and about Noon came in Sight of their 
| King Edward by his Heralds offers them 
Battle; the Scozs refuſe, þ2cauſe their Number was not 
above one third of the Engliſh; and the King could not 


force them, becauſe there was a deep rocky River be- 


tween them. In this Poſture they continued many 
Days; and nothing was done worth Notice on either 
Side, until the brave James Douglaſt, with only 200 


. Horſe, paſſed the River in the Night Time, and entred 
the Engl; Camp, killing and ſlaying as he went, even 
King's Tent, from whence he retired with m_ 

| | derable 
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The Reign of King EDwarp III. (249) 
gerable Loſs to his own Army. After which the Scots 
wanting Proviſions, and having waſted all that might 
be uſetul to the Eugliſb, retired in the Night, and got St reüre 
fafe into their own Country. A Council of War was home. 
immediately called, who agreed, that it would be to 
no Purpoſe to perſue the Scots any farther. The King 
returns to Dur bam with his Army, and in three Days 
after to Vr. Here the Army was disbanded, and the 
Strangers ſent home, well rewarded for their Services 
in this Campaign. 
During theſe Tranſactions in the North, the old de- Old King is 
poſed King remained cloſe Priſoner in Kexelworth Caſtle" © 
in Warwickſhire, with an Allowance of an 100 Marks 
per Month for his Expences ; but deprived of all other 
human Comforts. The Queen and Mortimer, upon Suſ- 
icion that the King's Friends, who commiſerated his 
— might attempt his Inlargement, removed 
his Keeper, the Earl of Laxcaſter, and appointed him 
two new Keepers, Gourney and Matrevers, who remove 
him from thence firſt to Corfe Caſtle in Dorſeiſhire, then 
to Briſtol Caſtle, and at length to Berkley Caſtle in Glo- 
ceſterſhire, and all this to diſappoint his Friends, and 
revent their Aſſiſtance. Some Writers ſay, that in 
erkley Caitle theſe two Keepers completed their Bar- 
barity on the Body of the * for on the 224 of 
September, finding him in his Bed, they preſs'd heavy 
Boliters on his Head ; and that no Marks of Violence a 
might be found upon him, thruſt up a red hot Iron Aud mars 
thro' a hollow Pipe, into his Bowels, and in this cruel 
Manner murder'd him. Thoſe that viewed his Body, 
no Wounds appearing, gave out that he died of Grief. 


| Thus tell the unfortunate King Edward the Second : 


His Body was carried to Gloceſ/ter, and buried in St. Pe- 
ter's Minſter. 

All Obſtacles ta young Edward's Title being now 4. P. 1328. 
removed, his Marriage with Philippa of Hleynault is ſo- — wy 
lemnis'd. The Ceremony was performed at Vr on 
the 24 of January, and on the firſt Sunday in Lent, the 
young Queen was crown'd at Weſtminſter, with great 

omp and Glory. In Whitſun-Week a Parliament was 
held at Northamptow; In which K. Edward firſt moved He cam 
about his Title to the Crown of France. Next, by the Frexc. 
Management of the old Queen and Mortimer a diſho- | 
nourable Peace is concluded between England and Scot- 


land, by a Match between the King's Siſter Joan, _ 
2 FR 0 
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the Prince of Scotland, being but ſeven Years of Ape, 

In this Parliament the King, under the Direction of the 

Queen, Mortimer, and Sir James Douglas, by his Char- 

A fandatous ter, ſurrenders his Title of Sovereignty to the King. 
Treaty with dom of Scotland, and reſtores to them diverſe Deeds, 
the Scots. Inſtruments, and Records of their former Homages and 
Fealties, done to the King of England, together with 

that famous Evidence called Ragman Roll; and many 

antient Jewels, and Monuments,. particularly the Black 

Croſs of Scotland; and the Exgliſhb are prohibited to 

hold Lands in Scotlaud, unleſs they dwell there; for 

theſe Trifles K. Brace was to pay the Sum of 30009 

Marks to the Crown of England. For this and ſome 

: other ſuch Pieces of publick Service, the King made 
Mortimer, Earl of March. Shortly after a Parliament 

as held at V incheſter, where Edmund, Earl of Kent, 

Brother to the late depoſed King, is accuſed and con- 

demned by his own Confeſſion, for endeavouring to 

reſtore his Brother. This miſerable Earl ſtood on the 
Scaffold, from one, till fivea Clock in the Afternoon, 

and no Man would execute him; but at length a ſorry 

Wretch 3 the Marſhalſea, cut off nis Head. 

4. D. 1329. The following Year Robert, King of Scotland, being 
Robert King worn out with his great Infirmity, died of a Leproſie in 
- Scotlan# the 24® Year of his Reign, leaving his young Son Da- 
oO vid to ſucceed him. This very Year the new King of 
France ſummoned K. Edward to do him Homage for 

Gaſcony, and other Territories in that Kingdom ; accord- 

K. Edward ingly he went over, and met the French King at Amiens, 
does Ho- anddid him Homage for his Lands held of that Crown. 
Frexb King. The publick Complaints and ſecret Whiſpers of the 
A. D. 1330. Nobility, who could no longer bear the exorbitant 
Power and haughty Carriage of Mortimer, whoſe Fa- 
miliarity with the Queen Mother occaſioned a Report 
that ſhe was with Child by him, at length rous'd up a 
fleeping Lion in the young King's Breaſt; who in a 
Parliament held at Nottingham, reſolved to deſtroy this 
powerful Favourite, whole Intereſt was ſufficient to cruſh 
both the King and Kingdom. To prevent which, the 
King, with the brave Montague, and a few valiant Fol- 
lowers, entred into Nottingham Caſtle by. Night, thro 
a ſecret Mine in a Rock, ſince called Mortimer*s Hole; 
and ſeiz'd upon Mortimer, with the Queen, and ſent 
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Mor timer 


err; d. him Priſoner to the Tower af London under a ſtrong 
Guard. 
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Guard. The Queen has her great Jointure taken from 

her by Parliament, and is allowed but 1000 J. per An. 
Fourteen Articles are exhibited againſt Morz:mer,in which 

he was juſtly accus'd © to have procured the late King's 
Death, and his Brother the Earl of Keut's; to have been 

« the Author of the Scots eſcaping at Szanhope-Park, cor- 

« rupted with a Gift of 20000 l. to haveprocured the late 
Marriage and diſhonourable Peace with Scotland; and 
to have been too familiar with the Queen, c.“ For 
theſe Offences he was condemned of high Treaſon, 
and drawn and hang'd at Tybzrn, and his Body was And execy- 
kept hanging two Days for a Spectacle of Horror and ted. 
Diſhonour: Thus did K. Edward begin to wipe off 
the Stains, which during his Minority had blemiſh'd the 
State of his Kingdom, 

This Year was born Edward, afterwards for his glo- The 7 
rious Deeds call'd the Black Prince, whom Heaven . 
ſeem'd to have ſent for the Glory and Renown of the 
Engliſþ Nation, and to be at once the Delight and Ter- 
cor of Mankind. 

Edward Baliol, Son to Jobn Baliol, formerly King 4. p. 1331. 
of Kootland, thirty two Years after his Father's Depo- 
tion, taking Advantage of the Youth of King David 
and the Factions in Scotland, ſet his Thoughts upon the 
Recovery of that Crown; accordingly he left France, 
and came into England, and privately got together all 
the Engliſh and Scots that were Enemies to Bruce. All - — od wo 
Things being ready, Baliol with his Friends and 2500 4. B. 1332 
Men well accoutred, ſet Sail and landed at Kingcorn 
near Perth; and to prevent all Hopes of Flight, theVeſ- 
ſels were ſent back. With theſe Baliol ſoon made in- 
credible Progreſs, beating the Scots in four pitch'd Bat- 
tles, in which ſome Writers report, 60000 were ſlain, E very ſuc. 
The News of theſe Victories ſoon ſpread it ſelf thro? 
the Country ; upon which great Numbers of the Lords 
and Ladies, and others, came to Baliol, and did him 
Homage, and ſwore Fealty to him: After which he | 
went to Scoxe, where he was ſolemnly crown'd King, Is crowd. 
on the 24"" of September. 

This gave K. Edward a fair Opportunity to recover 
What the Nation had loſt by Mortimer's late ſcandalous 
Peace. Accordingly he joins with Baliol, againſt Da- 

vid his Brother-in-law. But firſt to avoid the Imputati- New De- 
on of Breach of Articles, he publickly proclaim'd, that 1 Scote 


ne was not obliged ta obſerve any League with _ A. P. 1333 
| | | and, 
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land, that was made in his Minority, without his own 
and the Nation's Conſent. K. Edward goes in Per. 
k. Edward (ſon, and belieges Berwick both by Sca and Land. k. 
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—_ Ber” David's Party being ſenſible of the Importance of this 
Place, aſſembled all their Power to relieve it. The 
Scots put themſelves in Order of Battle on Hallidoun- 
Fill, near Berwick: K. Edward, tho' much inferior in 
Number, on Monday the 19 of July, encounter'd the 
Slots defeat whole Scots Army and totally defeated them. In this 
_ Battle were ſlain of the Scozs, 7 Earls, 900 Knights and 
Bannerets, 400 Eſquires, and thirty two thouſand com 
mon Soldiers. I'wo Days after this great Vidtory, 
Berwick ſur- the T'own and Caſtle of Berwzck ſurrender'd to the 
render d. King's Mercy. Baliol marches into the Heart of Scar. 
land, taking Towns and Caſtles at his Pleaſure; And 
about M:chaelmas he calls a Parliament at Perth, where 
the £xz2/iþ Lords were reſtored to their Honours and 
Eltates they claim'd in Scotlaud. And in this Parlia- 
ment all Acts, Statutes, Ordinances and Grants, made 
dy Robert, or David Bruce, late Kings of Scotland, 
A.D. 1334. were declared null and void. And Baliol, to {trength- 
| en his Alliance, firſt at Edinburgh, and afterwards at 
Balio does New-Caſte, in the Preſence of many great Lords and 
Horage is Commons of both Nations, did r to the King 
of England, as to his ſuperior Lord; and ſwore Fealty 
to him, binding himſelf and his Heirs to hold the King- 
dom of Scotland of him and his Succeſſors for ever, and 
granting him the Poſſeſſion of five Counties next ad- 

joining to the Borders. 

Many of the Scots Nobility enraged at Baliol's mean 
ots Nobili- Submiſſion, began to revolt from him, and to promote 
y revolt. the Intereſt of K. David, I his ſoon broke out into 

a War. Baliol met and engag'd K. David; but after 
an obſtinate Fight, his Army ditpers'd, and himſelf was 
oblig'd to fly out of the Nation to the City of Car. 
liſle for Refuge; from whence he writes to K. Eduard 
for Aſſiſtance. A Parliament is call'd at London, who 
granted K. Edward a Tenth from the Clergy, a Fit 
teenth from the Temporality, and a Twelfth from the 
k. Edzarzs Cities and Boroughs. Upon which the King entred 
Expedition Scotland with his Army, and then joining with Baliol 


into Scorland. he perſued the Enemy as far as beyond Cathneſi. Then 


he returned towards Berwick: But ſhortly after, the 
Earl of Dunbar revolted in the Highlands, and renoun- 


wal 


ced his Homage to both Parties; which obliged — 
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ward to remain the reſt of the Year on the Borders 4- P. 1335. 
of Scotland. In the Spring K. Edward entred Scotland yy Success 
with a well diſciplin'd Army both by Sea and Land ; there. 


he ravaged the Country as far as Perth without Oppo- 
ftion, aud appointed David Earl of Atho!, Governor 
of Scotland, to ſubdue the Places that held out. The 
$:ots in ſome Skirmiſhes had ſeveral 1 imes the Advan- 
tage. In the mean Time the Earl of Corzwal cutred 
Scotland, and deſtroyed Galloway, Carrick, Kyle, and 
all the Weſtern Parts that held out againſt Bahol; and 
after that marched to Perth to his Brother, lately re- 
turned from an Expedition in the /{1ghlangs. 

While K. Edward remained at Perth, the French 
King ſent Ambaſladors to him, to mediate a Peace be- 
tween him and K. David, and to defire him to accom- 
pany K. Philip to the Holy War; to whom K. Edward 
returned this ſhort and refolute Anſwer, That by 
« the Bleſſing of Heaven he was able at any Time to 
„make War upon. the Infidels without their Maſter's 
Aſſiſtance; and that he would undertake no foreign 
Expedition till he had ſubdued his Enemies the Scozs.” 


Soon after this, many of the Scotch Nobility came and Sch Nobi- 
ſubmitted to K. Edward, and a Peace was concluded. lity fubmir. 


Then, having ſettled his Affairs in theſe Parts, the King 
in Autumn, returned into Exglaud. The Earl of Aru! 
laid Siege to the Caſtle of Kildrumney; but the Scots 
coming to relieve it, he was not only deteated, but loſt 
his Lite and Reputation, Upon which many Places in 


the North revolted, and declar'd for K. David. Upon 4. P. 1336. 


Advice of this Revolt, K. Edward with 40009 Men, 
marched into the very Bowels of Scotland, ravaging the 
Country with dreadtul Deſtruction wherever he came, 
till he had driven the Enemy beyond Elgin and [averneſs. 
He left K. Baliol to ſubdue the reſt, and in September 
returned triumphantly into Exgland, having now made 
four ſucceſsful and glorious Expeditions into Scotland. 


K. Edward, now experienc'd and renown'd in Arms, 4: P. 1337. 


had his Eye upon the Kingdom of France, and this 


Deſign was violently promoted by Robert de Artois, wich Fraxc. 


who, being highly diſoblig'd by the French King's a- 
warding the County of Artois trom him to his Aunt 
atild4, Openly declar'd, that he would unmake the 
King by the ſame Power he had made him. Philip the 
French King, enrag'd at this, declar'd him a Traitor, 
coufiſcated his Eſtate, aud forced him to fly out 5 his 
ing- 
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Kingdom. In Exglaud he was generouſly entertain'g. 
and made Earl of Richmond: And here he became the 
grand Incendiary between the two Nations. K. EA. 
ward, that the World might know the Jultice of his 
Pretenſions, in a pious Epiſtle directed to the College 
K. Edward's of Cardinals, declar'd, 1. His Title to the Crown of 
* France, 2. That his Ambaſſadors, offering to put the 
Cauſe to a civil Trial, were not only refuſed to be 
heard, but repuls'd with Danger of their Lives. 

That the Court of twelve Peers, in giving the Crown 
from him, under Age, left the Office of Judges, and 
became Invaders. 4. That Philip had invaded his Ter- 
ritories in France. 5. That he had aſſiſted the Scots in 
their Inſurrections againſt him: And laſtly, had declar's 
by his Actions, that his Honour, Power and Perſon 
were equally hated by him. K. Edward having made 
His Allian- theſe Declarations, entred into an Alliance with Lew- 
ces. is the Emperor, the Earl of Flanders, and ſeveral other 
Princes in Germany and Holland. Having thus ſecur'd 
his Intereſt abroad, he was no leſs careful of his Coun- 
try at home. To which End in a Parliament held at 
Weſtminſter, it was ordain'd, that no Eugliſb Wool 
ſhould be tranſported. And for the Encouragement of 
Woelen Ma- foreign Clothworkers to come and ſettle here, many 
. re great Privileges were granted them, and an Allowance 
rom the King, till they were fixed in a competent Way 
of living: Alſo*twas enacted that none ſhould wear any 
foreign Cloth for the future, except the King, Queen, 
and their Children. In this Parliament the King cre- 
Firſi Duke ated his eldeſt Son Edward Duke of Cornual, who was 

in England. the firſt that ever had the Title of Duke in England. 
4 P. 1338. The French having got a Fleet ready, in Order to in- 
1 tercept any Forces that K. Edward ſhould tran ſport, 
came before Southampton, and by the Help of their Gal- 
lies, almoſt reduc'd it to Aſhes; but with the Loſs of 
their Commander, and 300,Soldiers were repuls'd the next 
Day. Pope Benedict ſent over two Cardinals to ex- 
tinguiſh this increaſing Flame: But one of them in 4 
Speech to the Clergy, ſeem'd to favour the French 
Clergy ; upon which the Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſtood 
up, and proteſted that the CardinaFs Arguments were 
vain and frivolous. Whereupon they ſoon departed, 
and it was publiſh'd in all Parts of England, that K. 
Edward had a Right to the Crown of France, which he 
defign'd to proſecute by all-honourable Methods. 


3 An 
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And now all Things being ready, K. Edward with K. Edward 
many of his Nobility, went on Board his royal, Navy anders, 
near Harwich, in Number about 500 Sail, and had a 
proſperous Gale, till he arriv'd at Autwerp, where vaſt 
Throngs of People came from all Parts to fee him, 
and his magnificent Court. After ſome Stay here, he 
went to Cologn, whither the Emperor came to meet 
him. The Interview was ſurpriſingly pompous : In the His Inter- 
Midſt of the Market-Place, were two royal I hrones view with 
erected, one for the Emperor, and one for K. Ed- Hrn. 
ward. Here the Emperor defied the King of France, 
pronounced him an Enemy to the Empire; and then by 
Inſtrument under his Hand, he conſtituted K. Edward 
his Vicar General of the Roman Empire; and after 
that he enter'd into a League offenſive and defenſive 
for the Term of ſeven Years. After K. Edward's Re- 
turn to Antwerp, he form'd ſeveral! Alliances with the 
Lords and Governors of the Low Countries, among 
whom he and his royal Family continued with great 
Love and Eſteem above a whole Year. Theſe Things 4. P. 1335. 
thus happily ſettled, K. Edward enters France with an v E4*ar4 
Army of 40000 Men, where in five Weeks Time he — 
ravag'd the Territories of Cambreſis, Vermandois, Tieraſ- 
che, and Laonois, and waſted the greateſt Part of Picar- 
dy and Artois. In the mean Time K. Philip with great- 
er Numbers, was incamp'd in Cambreſis, and reſolved 
not to move from thence till he had fought his Ene- 
mies: To which End he ſends a Meſſage to K. Edward, 
that if he would chuſe any open Place, he would give 
him Battle. K. Edward by a particular Herald, ſent 
to the King of France a Challenge, to fight his whole 
Army on what Day he would appoint, which was ac- 
cepted by K. Philip, who fixed on Friday the 22* of A nay of 
Ockober; but, when both Armies were drawn up in Battle ap- 
Order of Battle, K. Philip refus'd to fight, being diſ-Pointea. 
couraged by his Officers in a Council of War, and by 
Letters from the King of Naples and Sicily, who by 
the Rules of Aſtrology declar'd that he would be over- 
come if he fought with K. Edward at that Time. Up- 
on which the French retir'd into Flanders; and K. El- 
ward ſeeing no Likelihood of an Action, remov'd to- 
wards Hainault. And thus this Campaign ended. 

The Flemings declar'd they would no longer engage 4. P. 131, 
in an offenſive War againſt France, unleſs K. Edward 


would firſt aſſume the Title and Arms of that King- 
; dom. 


. 5 


nence that the French lay near Juice in Flanders, witha 

— wo Sa Fleet, of 400 Ships to intercept him. Notwichſtanding 
* Which the King put to Sea with between two and thres 
hundred Sail, reſolving to force his Way thro' the Ene 

my's Fleet. The two Fleets coming in Sight of each 

_ - » ther, the French Admirals reſolv'd, if poſſible, to ue 
K. Never 17d; and falling down upon the Englifay an! 
Odbſtinate Eight began, Which continued from ien in 
the; Morning to ſeven at Night; when the Hen) 

tho much rents in Number, were oblig'd to ſubs: 

t to the Str gh. and Courage of tbe Egli 

to avoid theit Fury, Multitudes of em leap'd into 
Deſtreys the the Sea, and not above thirty of the French Vellels ef! 
French Fleet. aged. In this Fight the French loſt about 30000 Meny 
This was the greateſt Sea-Fight that had ever happen d 

in the narrow Seas, and the firſt in which a King of 
England commanded in Perſon. At firſt none dared o 
Aa Acquaint K. Philis of this Diſaſter, but by Means of his 
leſter, who often cried out, Cowarahy Engliſhmen! 
Faint-hearted Engliſhmen! The Frenchmen leap'd brave 
y into the Sea, and the Engliſhmen had not Courage n 

N Jollow,chew's, By which artificial Turn Philip was made: 
x. Laer ſenſible of this Qverthcaw.,, Aſter this memorable Vio. 
enters Franco. toty, K. Edward landed in Handers, and fhortly after 
| enters Frauce withythe, fineſt Army that ever any Eng 

EKing commanded, being near a hundred thouſand; well 
diſciplin'd Men; where after ravaging the Country, be 

ſat down before Tournay, deſigning to make it a Place 

both 0 f Arms and Refuge. K. Phibp on the other 
Side had provided an Army, not inferior to the other 

in Numbers; with which he advanced ard K. Ei. 


ward's 


4 


ward's ( 
the Effi 
bat, Or 
or other 
agemel 
no direc 
v King 
{to 
of this \ 
near 70. 
Walois, * 
Queen, 
and Son 
produce 
both Ar 
returned 
Years in 
Lionel a 
The ] 
buſes th: 


The Reign of King E.Dwaro III. (257) 
ward's Camp. K. Edward ſent him a Meſſage, fo avoid Cullerges 
me Effuſion of Blood, to invite him to ſingle Com- 
bat, or ta bring only a hundred Men into the Field; 
or otherwiſe within ten Days to come to a general En- 
gagement. To which Challenge Philip would give 
no direct Anſwer, becauſę the Meſlage was not to him 
W King of France, but as Philip of Valois. All Eu- 

ſtood amaz'd, and impatiently expected the Event 

ks War; when after three Months Continuance 
near Tournay, and no great Action 1 Jane do 
Pabir, Siſter to K. Philip, and Mother to K. Edward's 
Queen, by Her admirable Management of her Brother- 
and Son- in- a, brought hoth Kings to a Parley, which 
produced a Truce for one Lear: And. ſhortly after Truce con- 
both Armies were disbanded. Whereupon K. Edward paued for a 
returned home with his Queen, who had remained three | 
Years in thaſe Parts, and had brought forth two Sons 
Lionel and John. 5 ie: | ; 

The King upon his Return began to redreſs the A- 4.D. 134r, 
buſes that had crept in during his Abſence, by the Miſ- -A. 
management of his chief Officers and Miniſters of Fates at 
Nate: Some he impriſoned, and turned others out of home. 
their Places. In the Proſecution of whom he was ſa 
ative and vigorous, that John Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury boldly charged the King with the Breach of Mag- 
10 Charta. The King made it appear that the Archbi+ 
hop by his il} Management, in not performing his Du- 
ty, was the Cauſe of making him deſiſt from his De- 
igns; and that he privately practis'd againſt the King's 
good Fortunes in France, This occafion'd warm Con- 
telts between them. | | 

About this Time the Pope put Flanders under an Pope inter- 
laterdi&t, for having ſided with K, Edward againſt Phi- ad f. 
p King of France. Nut notwithſtanding the Interdik, 
they continued ſtedfaſt, and declar'd Edward lawfu 
King of France, and Philip a Uſurper. The Emperor F=pervr + 
Lewis abandoned K. Edward, and revoked the Vicar- Zazers, 
lip of the Empire, on Pretence that the Trace was 
concluded without him: This done, he entred into an 
Alliance with France. But this Defection of the Em- 4 P. 1343; 
feror was ſoon made up by the bringing in a new Al-New. Can 
ly, within the Body of the Kingdom of France: For Fra. 
there hapned a'great Conteſt about the Succeſſion to 
the Dukedom of Bretagne, between Charles de Blois 
ind John de Montfort, The Parliament of Parit de- 

Vor. 1 (8) cided 
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cided this in Favour of Charles. Upon which Mu. 
fort repaired to K. Edward, to whom he did Homage 
for his Dukedom, was receiy'd. with great Appla J 
and his Title acknowledged good. Each King having 
thus owledg'd a Duke of Bretagne, both in Ho 
nour thought themſelves obliged, to ſupport the Title 
of their favourite Duke to the Dukedom. Monz 
returned to Bretagne with Satisfaction and Aſſiſtance; 
and after ſome eee with the Enemy, was tu. 
ken and ſent Priſoner, to Paris. His Lady perſued 
his Quarrel, and at the Head of his Forces, with K. 
Ezward's Aſſiſtance ſurpris'd.and defended many (irong 
Places in Bretagne. Not long after K. Edu 
went oyer in Perſon, to Bretagne with freſh, Af 
ſiſtance, and lying before Vaunes, an Army of 40000 
- A three Men came to give him Battle: But being juſt ready ta 
Years Truce engage, two Cardinals ſent from Pope Clement Il 
between concluded a Truce for three Vears. Montfors died ſoon 
England, ir, and ſo the greateſt Part of Bretagne fell to,Charls 
48015. F< » | 
Revolution During theſe Wars with France the Face of Afairs 
in Satland. in Scotland was mightily, changed: For upon K. EA 
wuarad's Departure from that Kingdom, K. David's Par 
ty by the Aſſiſtance of Frauce gained many Advantages 
over Baliol and his Adherents, who at length was obli 
| 60 to abandon the Kingdom, and retired into Exgland. 
- Upon which K. David with his Queen, and. man) of 
k. Pavia re- the Scots Nobility, returned from Frauce into Scotland 
ford. after. nine Years Abſence, and peaceably entred upon 
the Government. | 115 
1 _ King Edward, upon his Return, after the Truce with 
A. P. 1353. France, enacted the Statute of Proviſors, upon-thisOc- 
aſion. Pope Clement, VI. by Way of Proviſion had 
\ _ beſtowed ſeveral, of the beſt Benefices in England, up 
n Foreigners, his Creatures. For the Prevention of 
ractice ſo odious to the King and Parliament, it was 
by this Statute made High, Tręaſon or Death for anf 
Perſon to bring ſuch Papal Proviſions into the Kings 
dom, The King then in the moſt handſome Manner, 
repreſented to the Pope, how. derogatory. to the 
% State of the Kingdom ſuch Proviſions were; 
how by theſe Uſurpations, of his Predeceſſots, not 
4 only Strangers, but Enemies to the Realm, war 
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The Reign of Kim Rv warn III. 
« tion's Treaſure was tranſported, the Churches un- 
« ſerved, and many other Enormities occaſioned, con- 


s/trary/to the Honour of God, and the Peace of the u. 


Nation.“ In the Beginning of this Parliament, young 
Lawurd was created Prince of Wales, and inveſted with 
1 Coronet and à Ring of Goll. 


ln the Beginning of this Year the King erected a ſpa- 4. p. L 5. 
Round Table 


cious Room in- MHindſor Caſtle, 200 Foot Diameter, 
which he called The Round Table, at which he deſign'd 
10 treat all the Knights he had invited ftom foreign 
Parts, to come to a ſolemn Lournament, to be kept 
for 14 Days together; and iſſued out Letters of ſafe 

Conduct for that Purpoſe. Philip, the Freach King, 
looked upon theſe Things as Preparations againſt him- 
ſelf; ' and therefore to prevent the Knights and great 
Men of Germany and Itaiy, from epeing to K. EA. 
ug, he erected the ſame at his Court. He ended not 
here : but his Jealouſies againſt the King of England put 
bim upon open Acts of Cruelty, and cauſed him to put 
to Death ſeveral great Men of Normandy, Picardy, and 
Gaſcony, only becauſe they were Exgiiſß in Affection. 


Upon which K. Edward declared, that the Truce was Trice with 
event Fance 
lis facther Mediation ; that the Sword, not the Tongue, 5 D. 1345 


broken, and he ſent Word to his Holineſs, to 


ſhould determine his Right and Title. And to'ſhew he 
was in earneſt, he immediately diſpatehed into Gaſcoxy, ' 
the valiant Heury, Earl of Derby, with a noble Army, 
where he performed many great Actions, and took ſe- 
reral Cities, Towns and Caſtles. After a glorious 
Campaign, in which he defeated a ſuperior Body of 
Hreuch, of whom yooo were kill'd, he returns to Boxr- 
deauæ with a great Booty and many Priſoners. And 
here we muſt not forget this noble Lord's Generoſity 


u the taking of Bergerac by Storm, where he gave the Earlof 
Soldier, as he ſhould ſeize it. 925 Generu- 


hole Plunder to every 
One named Neth ſeiz d upon a Houſe belonging to the 
Bankers, where he found an immenſe Sum of Money; 
he acquainted the Genetal of his Prize, to whom the ge- 
nerous Earl anſwered, I have given my Word and Ho- 
nour, and therefore the Houſe and Money in it is thy 
dun, de it ever ſo mucechc g PIC? 


By this Time K. Edward, having ſettled his Affairs. 4. P. 1 4b. 


in Exgianu, andprepar'd a great Fleet and a brave Army, K. 
reſolveT to go 
the Prince 


(8 2) together 


into Frante in Perfon, accompanied by arg 
Wales, then in the 166 Year of his Age; France, 


* 
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together with all the chief:Nobility of the Nation; » BY + 
whom, at Southampton, he made a ſhort: Speech, it 
which he charged them, to behave themſelves lit 
Men, ſince be reſolved: to ſend: back his Fleet upgh 
4 his firſt landing in Frauce; but if any Man's Hear 
« fail'd him, he had his Liberty to ſtay in Exglang? 

I“ which they all anſwered, © That they were ready 
to follow ſo. brave a Commander, were it to Death 

Ait ſelf.” After a few Days Sail he arrived at Ly | 

King Ee: . Hogue in Normandy, where he landed; and havin third.” * 

— 88 the Prince, and ſome other youn Men d 

| Quality, he entred into the Country, which did not er- inſpired 

& him, reſolving to take a full Revenge upon the m. 1 
Towns and People of Nor mandy, for the Blood of his WM fture the 
Friends, who. had been executed there during the Tue his Cau 
His Army, conſiſting of 30000 Foot and 2500 Horſe, WW When t 
marched. thro? the try, making a dreadful Ravgge King of 

to wherever they came, almoſt to the Walls of Pars; dier, I 
and then encamped at Porſſy, K. Philip not daring to Abou 
come out and fight him. After five Days Stay, the Wl of his 

King paſſed into Beaavais, with Deſign to retire into Wl Croſs-b 
his on Country of Ponthien. K. Philip 9 bows re 
the Deſolation of his. Country, and looking on K. EA 
ward's. Retreat as a Flight, marched after him with %s Arr 
bove a hundred thouſand Men, beſides twelve thouſand which t. 
poſted on the River Somme, at a Place called Blaugu , and 
Zaque, below Abbeville, to oppoſe K. Edward's Fa himſelf 
lage of the River there; where when K. Edward ar Wl fage ws 
f he found the Enemy ſo advantageouſly polted, BMI Reſerve 
that the Paſſage was concluded to be impracticable. But Wl The Ki 
this Hero, reſolved to paſs, or periſh in the Attempt, Will ger rep! 

His Paage Plung'd into the River, crying out, They who love me Bil ed with. 

over he Will follow me. Upon which he preſſed forwards, and Courage 

lame. maugre all Oppoſition, gain'd the oppoſite Shore, and Will ihey ſex, 

1 don put the Enemy to Flight, with the Loſs of 2000 of Bi glorious, 

their Men, K. Philip, who thought himſelf ſecure of K. behaved 

Edward, he being incloſed between the Somme and his Wi dednew 
numerous Army, loſt all Patience, when he heard of Bi porters ; 

....\» their, Faſſage, and the Defeat of his Troops, and With an 
mwmarched immediately after the Exgliſs; who retite fu: ud the 

ther into Panibieu, till they came near a Town called I inding 

| He waits Crefſy, where K., Edward encamped his Army in tte unequal 

. open Country, and then declared, that he would (tay WM they fou 

ci. th&fe-till, he had recovered this Province, the Inhen the 

| katie of Queen, Eleauer, his Grandmother; — 1 
„„ 410 EV rand DIN AV | Y et 
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ing, with his own Motto, God defend my Right. The 
french advanced with four Times the Number. K. 
Edward ſpent the Night in Devotions, and receiyed 
the Sacrament with his Son and the chief .Nobili- 
t In the Motning he divided his Army, confiſting 
of about thitry thoufand effective Men, into three Bo- 
dies, The Prince of Wales commanded one; the Earls 
of Arundel and Northampron another, and the King the 
mird. Then the King mounted on a Milk-white Nag, K. Liu 
ode from Rank to Rank, and by bis noble Speeches, Rage br 
inſpired Courage into the moſt faint-hearted in the Ar- 
my. Then putting the whole Army into the beſt Po- 
ſure the Time and Place would permit, he committed 
his Cauſe to God, and calmly waited for the Enemy. 
When the good Order of the Exg/;f was told to the 
King of Bohemia, he anfwered like an experienced Sol- 
dier, I ſee the Eugliſb are reſolved to conquer or die. 
About three in'the Afternoon, K. Philip, at the Head 
of his vaſt Army, advanced, and ordered the Genoeſe 
Croſs-bows to begin the Attack. The Exgliſb Long- 
bows received them, broke them to Pieces, and put 
them to Flight, which eauſed a great Confuſion in K. Phi- 
Is Army. Another Body of French fell on that Part 
which the Prince of Wales commanded, with ſuch Fu- 
h and ſuperior Numbers, that any Commander but | 
himſelf would have been obliged to ſubmit; and a Meſ- 
ſage was ſent to the King, who was with the Body of 
Reſerve, to deſire he would fend him ſome Succour. 
The N whahet he A. ae The Mefſen- 
ger replied, Nes, but in great Danger of being overpotber- 
ni Numbers. Then | replied the King with his uſual 
Courage, Let them know, that while my Som is alive, 
they ſend to me for no Aſſiſtance ; for the Honour of this 
200 of Wl rio Day ſball be hit. Tho the Prince had hitherto 
e of K. I dehaved with incredible Courage, yet this Anſwer ad- 
nd his ded new Life and Vigour to him, and his undaunted Sup- . 
ard of BY porters ; ſo that this young General preffing forwards Black Prinee 
, and n an uncommon Intrepidity, far outdid his Father's gens vic 
re fu. ud the World's Expectations. At length the Frenchry. | 
called I finding by wofut Experience, that their Numbers were 
in the BY mequal to ſuch eonſummate Valour and Conduct as 
id ſay WM they found in the Engliſh, betook themſelves to Flight, 
[nher the Ezgliſh'obtain'd a compleat Victory; the Night 
nclud- ¶ putting-an End to the Conflict. In this Battle the French 
ing, b the two Kings of Bohemia and Majorca; five Fenn 
(8 3) nM 
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and many of the chief Nobility of France, Bohemia, 
and Germany : Beſides theſe, there fell 24 Bannerets; 1200 
Knights, 1500 Gentlemen, 4000 Men of Arms, or 
Eſquires, and above 30000 of the Commons of France; 
And all this without the Loſs of any of the Ey i 
Nobility, or of many of the common Soldiers. Fi ter 
this, K. Edward embraced his Son, with the greateſt 
Joy, commends his Valour ; and both offer up their 


moſt heart) Thanks to the Almighty for his infinite 


Goodneſs in giving them this Victory. The next Day 
a Party was ſent out to diſcover the vanquiſhed Ene- 


my, Who met many that knew not what had happen'd; 


but were coming to join the French King. Theſe they 
attack d, and ſlew 7000 of them; the reſt fled: Beſides, 

of Straglers, and thoſe who loſt their Way, more were 

flain than in the Battle. K. Philip, with a ſmall Compa- 

ny fled to the Caſtle of Braye, whe the Guard demand- 

ing who he was; he an{wered, The Fortune o France; 

and being known, was let in. At Amient he exclaimed 

againſt Godemar, for ſuffering K. Edward to pals-the 
Somme, and threatned him with Death: But the Lord 

of Haynault replied, That it was not in Godemar's 

Power to refiſt*the King of England, when the whole 
Power of Frauce could not. K. Edward, on the other 

. Eine Hand, reſolving” to make the beſt uſe of his Victor, 
befieges ca- WENT, direQly, and: laid Siege to Calais,” the Key of 
2 France; and having inveſted it both b Sea and Land, 
De e it by Famine. John de Vrenne, the 
ovetnor; for the better Subſiſtence of his Forces withs 

in, forced out of the Town' 1700 poor uſeleſs People, 

and ſhur-the Gates againſt them; which when K. El. 

ard ſaw, inſtead of driving them back, and ſtarving 


* # 


His Genero- them, he out of an unprecedented, 'and moſt Chriſtian 
% Compaſſion, permitted them to paſs through his Camp 
„ unmoleſted, giving them all a good Dinner, and two 
Pence a piece, and Liberty to go where they pleaſed. 
Fi reſolved if 'p6fible, to relieve this mportint 


. ... Pines. Accordingly he :prevailed with his' antiefit Al. 
lies, the Scots, to make à Diverſion in England; while 

he gathered a Force ſufficient to attack K. Edward in 
Sees invade his Frenches. - David, King of Scotland, entted England 
alu. with an Army of aboye S000 Men, not doibting of 
gGaucceis, — 75 the main Strength of the Nation Was 
with the King in France. But he was ſoon convinced 

of his Ertor ; for K. Edward's heroick Queen, i 1 
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Men upon the Spot N 


K. | 
of Perſons of Diſtinction, were taken Priſoners. - This 


nous Lear, Sir Thomas Dagworth with 800 Men of 
Arms, and 100 Archers, overthrew. Charles de Blois in 


dible Odds of thirty to one. Not long after Charles de 
Blais lying at the Siege, of Koch-Darien, with 1200 
Knights, 600 armed 2000 | 
great Numbers of other Infantry, Sir Thomas, with on- 
ly 300 Men of Arms, and 400 Archers, attack'd him, 


beat all his Forces out of the Field, and took Charles 


himſelf Priſoner, 


During theſe Succeſſes in diverſe Parts, K. Edward. D. 1347- 
4 1 Oalaic: the Garifo! Calais in 
continued in Perſon before Calais; the Gariſon Was re- great Di- 

duced to a languiſhing Condition; all their Proviſions fireſs. 


being ſpent, as appeared by a Letter from tht Governor 
to K Philip, which accidentally, fell into K. Edward's 
Hands. This Letter K. Edward ſent immediately to 
K. Philip, requiring him to haſten to the Relief of Ca- 
lis, which for his Sake ſuffered fuch Miſeries. Up- 
on this K. Philip advanced with an Army of 150000. 
Men; and about the latter End of July offered K. Ed- 
ward Battle; which for the preſent he refuſed : But as 
ſoon as he had received a Reinforcement of 17000 
Men, he not only offered the French King Battle, but 
a bis on Coſt would fill up the Trenches, and re- 
move all Impediments. This generous Offer ſo ter- 
ified K. Philip, that he ſet Fire to his Tents, and re- 
tired with Precipitation to Amient. Upon which the 
Governor of Calais took down the French Standard, and 
hoiſted that of Exgland in its Place, and begged a Par- 


ley; which K. Edward granted upon theſe Terms: Surrendred 
That ſix of the chief Burgers of the Place ſhould com _—— 


to him, bare-headed and bare-footed, in their Shirts, 
with Halters about their Necks, and the Keys of the 
Town and Caſtle in their Hands, and ſubmit themſelves 
to the King's Pleaſure ; and he would ſhew Mercy 
to the reſt. The fix that came in this Manner to the 


King were ordered to immediate Execution; but the ee Ges 


compaſſionate Queen, by her Interceſſion, obtain d aer 


lteir Lives, took them into 5 partment, new cloath- 
( 8 4 i} n ed 


happen 'd on a Saturday, jult fix Weeks after the Battle 


of Creſſy. To compleat the Triumphs of this glo-. 
Dagworth's 
Valour. 


Bretagne, with great Slaughter, tho? he had the incre- 


en, 2000 Croſs-Bow-Men, and 
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Head of her Nability and Forces, met them, and gave The Se: 
tem ſuch an Qverthrow, that they loſt at leaſt 15000 eue and 


David, With a great Number, — 


| (264) 
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e them, ordered them a Dinner, and ſix Nobles 2. 
piece; and then ſet them at full Libetry. An Aion 
worthy of ſo great a Princeſs! And thus the firoy 
City uf Calarr was put into the Hands of K. Edu, 

Calais made Aug. 3, 1347, which he peopled with Eugliſb, ant 

an . which continued in the Poſſeſſion of the Engliſb Crown 

ne above two hundred Years after. Upon the Surrender 
- . of the' Town, by the Mediation of two Cardinals, ahi 
others, a Truce for one Vear was concluded, and 

ſworn to by both Kings. K. Edward having appointe 
Sir Amery de Pavy, an Italian, Governor of the Place, 


| K. Eu. and ſettled his other Affairs in Hance, returned int 
a | England with great Glory and Reno wn. | 


A. D. 1348. And to add to his Glory; this Vear the States of Cen. 
— 23 him their Emperor, and ſent a noble 
— Ambaſſage to him, to deſite him to accept of that Dips 
nity; but the King modeſtly declined it, telling the Am- 
baſladors, that he would not undertake fo great a Bur: 
then, till he had gain'd the Crown of France, which by 


1 Right belonged to him. 0 | 
A. P. 1349. The Year following, God was pleaſed to humble 
A great the:Explih Nation; by ſending a dreadful Plague 4- 


mongſt them, which raged with ſuch Fury, that in the 

Qhurch-Yard-called the Charter-Ilouſe, in the Space of 

one Year, were buried above 50000 Perſons of thoſe 
IR that died in 1 1 2 be GVA Ant 5 

debgn to During theſe Calamities, Sir Amery de Pavy agreed 

berray Calais. 10 dender Calais for 20000 . to Lord Che, 

Governor of St. Omers; of which K. Edward having 

Notice; went thither, with the Prince of Wales, and 

ſ᷑Tveral of the Nobility,” the very Night it was to be de- 

. .Hveted, and lodg'd himſelf in the Caſtle to ſecure it. 

een“ De Money was actualhy brought and paid, and 12 

5 Knignts, and 100 Men of Arms were let into the Cr 

e,; and immediately made Priſoners to their great Sur 

cite,” by the King's Guards, who jay undiſcovered, 

de Bord Charny lay under the Town with a conf- 

„„ „ Aerable Force, to take Poſſeſſion of it as ſoon as the 

Gutes were open; but the King iſſued out at one Gate, 

; _-ancbtht Prince at another, and fell ſo furiouſſy upon 

King in per· hirn; that he routed his Forces, and took him and ſe- 


| = prevettveral great Men Priſoners. The next Night the King 


ordeted a ſplendid Supper, as well for the Priſoners 5 
or his Nobility q and to their great Surprize, (he being 


till then intagnito) * amongſt them, he — 
- evwI19Þ | 
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Lord. Cbarny, that it was cowardly to ſteal that ſtom 


ing made Sir Joh Beaucbamp 
4.00 eh King returned into Exgiand in Triumph, bring- 
„ a WY ing with him the chief of the Priſoner s N abs 
wo And now the renowned Edward, reſolving to give 4.D. 1390. 
render Ml the higheſt Incouragement tor all martial Virtues, infti- — of Bs 
15, a wted the moſt noble Order of Knighthood, called the d. 
| 0 Carter. As to the Original, Form and Nature, End 
„dime md Deſign of this Order, the Reader may conſult Mr. 
place 4bmole's elaborate Treatiſe upon that Subject. About 
d into WM this Time ſome hah Men of War, who'before had 
done the Exgliſh Merchants much Damage, appear'd 
ff Ger. in the Brie Chanel. The King upon Notice of 
noble MW this, immediately got what Ships ready he could, and 
it D. vent on board in Perſon, with the Prince of Wales, | 
e Ame came up with the Sparrards near Winchelſey, attacked | 
a Bur. WI them, tho” much ſuperior to him in Number and Force; | 
ich/by and after an obſtinate Fight, obtained a complete Vi- „b ren | 
| Rory over them. He took 26 of their Capital Ships, defeared. * 
unible . funk many others, only a few made their Eſcape. This | ; 
zue 3. WY Lear died Philip King of France, and was ſucceeded by | 
in the bis Son John, Duke of Normandy, who renewed the 1 
ace of WM Truce with the Exxtiſp till Pentecoſt in 9 But 
this Truce was not well obſerved on either Side, each | 
! 
| 


by the Lord Beauliru, worſted, and t 


by Night, which he fairly won by Day. And: har 
Ea Governor of Calais, 


Nation taking what Advantage they could upon the 
other. Sir John Beauchamp, Governor of C 
ng out with 300 Men at Arms, and 200 Archers, on 
orſeback, to ſee what they could get, was attacked 
en Priſoner. Sir 
Ribert Herle, who ſucceeded him as Governor for the 
preſent, | marched out, and with inconſiderable Lofs, 
returned with ſo | 
E would hardly yield fixteen Pence Ster 
he Earl of Lancaſter alſo, lately made Duke (an 
the ſecond in England) was ſent by the King to Caſas, 
who. burnt and-plunder'd all the Coaſts, fet Fire to a- 


dove a hundred Veſſels, and returned to Cala with. A. p. tin. 


great Booty and many Priſoners. In Bretagne Sir M ui- 
ter Bextly and Sir Robert Knolls; with 300 Men at 


1s, be- A. P. 16. 


4 Booty of Cattle, that a fat Or en 


Fra. 


Arms, and 600 Archers, attacked the Marſhal of Fravce,” 


with four Times their Number, and defeated them. In 
this Encounter, 13 Lords, 140 Knights, 100 Efquires, 
3 at Arms, and great Numbers of common 

iers were ſlain; and 9 Lords, 140 Knights and Ei- 


quires, 


Wool ſettled. f Wool at V 


(£66). | + The Hiſtory of Encu and. . 
tires, taken Priſoners. All this was done witt 

Gniſne bee reach.of the Truce. In the ſame Year Cn 

— " a Sum of Money, was betrayed to the Engliſh. Of 
this the French King complain'd to the King of Eng. 


and; who anſwered, that Philip his Father, by attempt. 


ing to purchaſe Calais in the ſame Manner, had tay 


| . the Engliſh Commanders, that buying and ſelling of 


| Towns. was no Breach of the Truce. 
b. 1553. | K. Edward reſolving to make England a flouriſhing 
Staple of as well a! 795 - x. fouled the Mart or Staple 
| Weſtminſter, Chicheſter, Canterbury, Lis. 
colu, Warwick, York, New-C —— Carmike 
Briſtol and Hull; judging it better to advance his own 
Towns than let Foreigners run away with the Adyan- 
tage, as they long had done: And the Parliament e- 
nacted many wiſe Ordinances for the governing and 
ordering this Staple. It was in this Parliament that 
common Farlots, in Order to be rendred more ſcan- 
dalous, were requir'd to wear Hoods ſtriped with di- 
verſe Colours; and to wear their Garments the wrong 
Side outwards. In the next Parliament the Lord A- 
ger Mortimer, Grandſon to the famous Mortimer, who 
Was attainted and executed 23 Years before, was now 
7 — 45 «hh and the Judgment againit the Grand- 
3 vers d. N | 
4: H. 1354: About. this Time great Mediation was made by the 
ope to reconcile the two Kings of France and Eng- 
Yau, ang, $6 eſtabliſh a Peace; but to no Purpoſe: 
or K. Jobn of France giving the Dukedom of 64. 
; | Py 5 his Son the Dauphin, K. Edward beſtow d 
4. D. 13756. the ſame on his Son the Prince of Hales, command- 
New Aae: ing him to defend his Right with the Sword. The 
Gaſuty, Ptince, with many great Lords, 1000 Men at Arms, 
— Prinee and 1400 Archers, ſail'd immediately for Gaſcam, 
Where he performed many Actions worthy his Name 
and Courage. And K. Edward, to facilitate the Prince's 
DVeſigns, Went in Perſon intg France, where be 
| ravag'd. the Country as far as {Hesdin, and then re- 
turn d back dene to recover the Town of Ber- 
. wick, which the Scors had taken by Surprize; which 
they, burnt, diſmantled, and then abandon'd it. The 
King cail'd a Parliament, which granted a Supply of 50s: 
upon every Sack of Wool. K. Edward entted Sci. 
land in a hoſtile Manner. At Roæboromgb, Baliol, * 
221. d | * 2 | 
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of the Kings of Scotland, ſurrendred to K. Edward all 
js Right and Title he had to that Kingdom, reſerving 
only a Penſion of 2050l. per An. 4 the other 
King being {till a Priſoner. In the mean Time the ya-4.D. 1358. 
rant Prince of Wales did nothing bur Wonders in ſon. 
france, continually infeſting the Country, taking Cities, 
Towns and Caſtles, and gaining prodigious. Booty, 
with which he returned in a triumphant Manner to 
Buurdeanx., K. John at length having got an Army of 
% Men, advanced towards this inyincible Prince, 
who had but about 8000 Men with him'; and overtook 
tim near the City of Poictiers, where both Parties pre- Battle of 

e for Battle. The Prince, riding from Rank to Pe. 
Rank, told his Men, “ That Victory was in the Hands 
« of God, and not always gain'd by Multitudes ; which 
«if they obtain'd, immortal Honours would be their 
& Reward, or elſe Death would put an End to their” 
Labours: But for his own Part he was reſolved ei- 
ther to die or conquer.“ A bloody Battle enſued, 
which continued above four Hours, with various Suc- 
ceſs; But at length the Eugliſh, by their Conduct and 
Courage, gain'd a compleat Victory. K. 7% and 
his Son Philip, then about thirteen Years of Age, were 
taken Priſoners. This great Victory was obtain'd on J King 
Monday the 19 of September, to the Renowry of I 
Prince and the Exgliſþ Nation. Such were the Num- ſoner. 
ders of the ſlain of both high and low, as conſidering 
the-ſmall Number of the Eugliſh, would appear incre- 
ible in Story; Beſides, when the Engl returned 
from the Chace, they found they had twice as many 
priſoners ſas themſelves: And therefore let moſt of them” 
go on their Paroles, and fixed their Ranſom at 4 mode 
te Rate. The Loſs on the Eugliſß Side was very in- 
conſiderable; not one Lord was kill'd. Phe Prince 
by his modeſt, civil; and moſt obliging Behaviour to- 
wards his royal Priſoner, gain'd himſelf the Reſpect and N 
Admiration- of all Men. The Prince having ſpent the . D. 1g57. 
Winter at Bourdeauæ, in April ſet Sail for England, arri-Prince with 
ed at Plimousb, and by eaſy Journeys eame to London, ine in 
where he made a magnificent publick Entry thro' the Englazd. 
City, til! he came to Weſtminſter-Hall, which was a- 
bout Noon; where in the moſt ſolemn Manner he pre- 
ſented to the King his Father, the Perſon of K. John 
his Priſoner, whom K. Edward met, and careſs'd 
with as much Reſpect as if he was 9 


(268) The Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 
him a Viſit. K. Fobn and his Son were honourahly 
lodg'd and entertained in the Savoy, arid the re(t were 
fixed in other convenient Places. And now Dani 
De King of Scotland (who had been a Priſoner here ibo 
"Jeas'sd, eleven Years) was releas'd, upon paying a Ranſom q 
100,000 Marks Sterling, and upon Condition of de- 
_ - moliſhing certain Forts and Caſtles. 44210 
4 D. 1358. - This Year on the 23* Day of April, the Feaſt of $;, 
A Tourn- George Was to be held at I indſor, attended with pub- 
Biege. lick Juſtings and Tournaments: And the King by Fro 
_ clamation declared, that all that would come to it 
ſhould have his Letters of ſafe Conduct for three 
Q. Iſabel dies. Weeks. This Year died Q. Jabel, K. Edward's Mo- 
ther, in the ſixty third Year of her Age, after about 23 
Years Confinement. France ſuffered all the Deſolai. 
ons and Miſeries, that can be imagined; it being with- 
out.x Head, the Members at Variance with each other, 
ad and the whole Kingdom over-run with diſſolute $oldi- 
* Miſeries of exs of diverſe Nations, who having no General to u. 
Fra. ſtrain them, waſted all at Pleaſure, and by unheard of 
© Infolences difcoyer'd all the Miſeries of Anarchy and 
Confuſion. uo 21612039 3 9) 11196 
A. D. 1355. Notwithſtanding two Cardinals at the 2 
K. Edvard had laboured to put an End to theſe Troubles, yet the 
invades it. French could not be prevailed on to do any thing for 
the Liberty of their King. K. Eduard thetefore look: 
ing upon himſelf . as deluded by the French, ſuil'd from 
Savudwich with a Fleet of 1100 Sail for Calais; from 
thence with an Army of 100000 Men he ſet forward. 
I Ibe Army was divided into three different Bodies, 
domma by the Duke of Lancaſter, the Prince of 
e, Wales and himſelf. The Terror of theſe Armies 
W which they could not oppoſe, ſoon put the Duke of 
Burgundy upon a Compolition-; and for a Sum of two 
hundred thouſand Florins of Gold he ſaved Bargundy 
from being plunder'd. At length the King advanced 
a,;the Walls of. Paris, which the Regent of Fuad 
ept with: a powerful Army. K. Edward; after having 
1671930 ravaged the Country as far-2s-Chartres and Orleans, at 
& le Bir length granted a Peace to the miſerable, French, upon 
Mong =rhe - 8 2 anon 9 — he — _— 
; all his Territories in France, without: any Dependence 
| 8 pan the Ki ere ——— ſhould 
00 their King's Ranſpbm. . That Hoſts 
K, ges should be given as Sureties; and that the King 
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of England ſhould renounce all Right and Title to 
« the Crown of France. That the French ſhould not 
«. aſſiſt the Scots, nor the res the Hlemings.v And 
the King of Navarre and his Brother were included in 
the Articles: This Peace was concluded the 8 of May, 
1360. Soon after which, K. Edward honourably con- 
ducts K. Jobu to Calais; and at their Parting; each ex- French King 
preſs d a hearty and affectionate Regard for the other. l 
As K. Edward in this Peace had ſnewn an unpre- Lins g. 
cedented Generoſity to his Enemies, ſo he was willing dored w the 
to be-equally bountiful to his own Subjects; and there- —— 
fore reſtored by his | Letters-Patent, all the Houſes, 
Lands, and Eſtates to the Priors-Aliens, which were 
taken from them 23 Years before. 4 1 
The Prince of Wales — the 314 Year of his 
Age, married Foax Counteſs er of Ken. The 
next Year he was made Prince of Aqnitaiw or Gaſcomy, 
and was ſolemnly inveſted with that Principality 
his Father. This Year the Parliament paſs'd that me- 4. D. 1362. 
morable Statute which ordains, That all Pleading in All Plc 
the Courts of Neſtminſter ſhould be for the future in gp, 
Enghſp'; which had been before in French; [The King 
being 5o Years old, proclaim'd a Jubilee, granted a ge- 
and free Pardon to all. Debtors to the Crown . 
and Criminals; and alſo confirmed H Chart#'s= 
in. And now he declar'd his ſecond Son Lionel, 
Puke of Clarence; his third Son, Jobs oſ Gann, Duke 
of Lancaſter; and his fourth Son Emm, Earl of 
Cambridge.. After which he ſpenr the reſt of the Year 
in publick Diverfions, and taking 
m Parts of the Kingdom. In the Beginning of the 5 
following Year; Prince Edward, with ulld Black 
a noble Retinue, ſail'd for Caſcony, where he kept à goes into. 
very ſplendid Court for the Space of three Years} and S 
governed the Country with a great deal of Clemeney: 
Aud in the mean while K. Edward's Court had been 
honour'd with the Preſence of three Kings at the ume 
Time, viz. David of Scotland, Jobs of © France] und 
Peter of Cyprus; who all three, together with N. Eu 
ward, were at once entertained by Sir Heary Pic 
Merchant, and formerly Lord Mayor of London, ut 
— — he _ at his S Bec r ö 
In the Beginning of the following Spring, King 
of Frauce was: — dai ally il of 4 languiſning 
Diltemper, which put an End to his- Life; on the 
Me Ia? DIR Dod 2, 
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AD. 1365.of April; to che great Grief of K. Edward, his Queey 
Jom King and the French, Nobility. K. Edward made him an; 
i ble Funeral at his own Expence, and cauſed his B 

to be tranſported into France, where it was interred: 

the yu of May at St. Dennis... This Year the Eb 
Forces which. K. Kdward had formerly ſent to yr 
+... Montfort, againſt 4e Blois, acquired great Honour h 
__ their: Valour, in a pitch'd Battle againſt | Charles. 4 
Bui whom they entirely routed.  Fhis Battle 
Bardle of A+ FOUght at Aurvy, near Vaunet. The Loſs on the Ene 
79.”. my s Side was very great: For there were ſlain the Eu 
ef Bloit himſelf, his Brother Fob», and many othe 
Lords, a thouſand Men of Arms, with a great Nun. 
ber of common Soldiers; and many were taken Priſoy 
ers; after which: Montfort, with. the Conſent of the 
King of England his Protector, did Homage to Charly 
the new King of France as Duke of Bretagne, and 
Way ncegptade iii 1 A oO ar 10 
At this Time indeed, there was ſcarce a Part of the 
World in which there was any Action, where the Fame 
* V of 2 had not ſpread: Even one John Haul. 
—_— wood a ay lor, when he left Eng land, revived the military 
Diſcipline fo much in /taly,; that he received Entertain- 
ment from the 4ra{ran Princes, and got ſuch Honour 
and Riches by his Valour, that his Fame and Statue 
remain among their moſt renowned Princes for Aion 
to this very ena: nen g nn Dane 
A. D. 1366. This Year the Pope demands of K. Edward that inſi- 


noun'd, 


Pope's fre- mous Tribute from England and. Ireland, which wasfiil 

d. granted by K. Jobn. The King enraged at the Pope's 
eorbitant Pretences, reſolved to curb» his Pride, and 
„ Ileſſen his Authority in the Nation; and therefore calls 


* 


2 Parliament to diſcuſs this important Affair, and after 
„ -” a; fall. Deliberation they declat'd, That: neither M. 
A, vor unh other ing could bring himſelf or hit 
Kingdom to any ſuch Subjection, without their Aſ- 
ent: And farther reſolv'd that they would reſiſt the 
Epe to the utmoſt of their Power, if he made 40 
farther Claims in that Reſpect.“ Thus this haughty 
Demand of his Holineſs was quaſh'd for ever: For 


wwe doinot\find it was ever demanded ſince. 
4. P. 1367. This Vear the renowned Prince of Hales, upon ve- 
ry earneſt Requeſts and great Promiſes, with the Con- 
ent of K. d, undertakes to aſſiſt Peter, King of 


Cecile, to reer bis Right againſt ir nat Brother 
3-915 . | - ' 
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fury who was made King, and Peter depoſed. Accord- 

ingly he paſs'd oyer the Pyrenean Mountains into Spain hack prince 

with a well diſciplin'd Army of thirty thouſand Men. aflits Peter 

feary, to ſecure his new acquired Kingdom, had got of Caf. 

together a hundred thouſand Caſtilians, French and Sa- 

em. Theſe two unequal Armies met upon the Bor- 

ders of Caſtile near Najara, and a general Battle en- 

ſed, - where the heroical Prince of Wales obtain'd a 

compleat Victory, with the Death of many thouſands His Vigo 

of his Adverſaries; and Bertram the French General, N. 

with many Others, were taken Priſoners. Peter, as in 

ſoon as the Battle was over, returned his humble Fhanks . - . 

to the Prince for having regained him his Crown; who: 

replied, Sir, give your Thayks to God alone for this great 

Hickory. The Prince continued with Peter till he had 

replac'd him on the Throne at Bargor . 
The Prince having done more than could be expect - 

el, demands of Peter a Reward ; but he being unable : 

or unwilling to gratify the Prince, he was forced to re- 

turn, to Bourdeaux, withont Money to pay his Soldiers. Remroguns> 

After: this Peter was again depoſed and murdered by ſatisfied. 


<Y 
4 0 _ 


his Brother Henry. The Prince, to pay his Army, 


coin'd his own Plate into Money; and when that prov- 
inſufficient, he laid a new Tax upon his Subjects of 
Gaſcony, called Chimney- Money; which provoked them 
0 a dangerous Revolt. They appeal to the Court of 
frauce for Redreſs, and Prince Edward is ſummoned to —— 
pear at the Court at Paris, to anſwer theſe Com- Pun = 
Naints. The Prince anſwered, that he would come at: 
ended with ſixty thouſand Men. The King of Eng- 
lud complained, to the Pope and the Emperor, of "thi 
breach of Peace: This laſt made a Journey into France 
to reconcile the two Kings, before hom the E = 
Ambaſſadors alledged, that the French were the brit n- 
fingers of the Treaty, by ſeizing Pont luca, and ſevera !! 
Parts: of Gaſcony. Ihe French alledged on the other 
Hand, That K. Edward had not made that publick Re- 9 
nunciation of the Crown: of France, which the Treaty 
Qliged him to, nor did he withdrawihis Froops out ar 
Fance as ſoon as he ought; and that therefore th 
Breach was on the Exgliſb Side. Thus both Sides had. 
beir Pretences, but neither would come to an Agtee-- 
ment. 1 Mut att 281% biz Mapper nin yy 

Upon this the King call'd a Parliament, im . which 


i laid before them the Breach of de eee, Hei France 
0 | en 
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then defired Supplies, and obtain'd them; and by Ag. 
vice of Parliament, he re- aſſumed his Claim to the 
Crown of France ; and altered his Seal according) 
The Duke of Lancaſter invades France on the Side of 
Calais, while the Prince of Hales was attempting to te. 
gain the revolted Towns on the other Side; but nothing 

. was done, and the Dake returned Home. Then the 
Earl of Warwick goes over with Forces, but dies in the 


1 * | 
Queen Phi- his Year the Nation was ſenſibly 
r Death. Death of the molt excellent Queen 
4. D. 1370.had been Wife to K. Edward 44 Years, and had born 
| Sir Thomas him 12 Children. Sir Thomas Knolls, with. his Force 
Knolls, his in France, over-ran the Country as far as the Loyre, he 
Ain raſſed Vermandis, Champaign, La Brie, and the Iſle of 
Frans. Trance; and burnt all round Paris; yet the King of 
France would not march out of the City to oppoſe him, 
Mack Prince The Duke of Lancaſter was ſent with Forces to afii 
rakes Lime- the Black Prince, who was pelieging Limoges, which 
au r- he took by Storm, after a Month's Siege, putting 4 
15 bove 3000 of the Inhabitants to the Sword, and burnt 
the City to the Ground. 

The Black Prince being now in a declining Condi- 
tion, with reſpect to his Health, was adviſed by his Phy. 
ficians to return into Exgland, which he did, with his 
Princeſs, and Son Richard, born at Boardeaux. He 

; = left his Brother, the Duke of Lancaſter, to manage his 
| Herewrns Affairs in Gaſcony, and returned to England, where he 
2 17%. ſurrendred the Dukedom of Gaſcony to his Father, w 
de diſpoſed of according to his Pleafure. The Frenth, 
taking the Advantage of his Abſence, won many Forts 

and Towns in Gaſcony; and the Loſs of Sir Jobn Char 

- dois,-a brave Commander, revived their Hopes. Not 
long after, the Duke of Lancaſter, and his Brather, 

4 the Earl of Cambridge, returned -out of Gaſcony, with 
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hilippa, who 


: — Ladies, Conſtance and Iſabella, both Daughters to 
— Peter, late King of Spain, whom they married; the 
Duke therenpon ſtiling himſelf King, and his Wife 


Queen of Caſtil and Lean. About this Time the Ex! 
Flemings de- of Hereford beat the Flemings at Sea, and took about 
feaced ar Sea. fiye and twenty of their Ships. Aol 

4 D. 1 having beſieged K+ 
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tak py the Spariaris, after a bloody Fight, he was defeated, — 
ide of WY himſelf tak en Priſoner, and all the Fleet deſtroped. Ro- EnzliſhFleet, 
cel," notwithſtanding this, held out. K. Edward re- 
p ſplving to relieve it, went in Perſon on board his Fleet 
n the WH with a mighty Force; and while they were under Sail, a 
in the violent Storm aroſe, and drove the whole Fleet back to 
the Coaſt of England, to his great Diſappointment, and 
tte uſeleſs Confumption of 9000010. Sterling. But this 
4d not diſcourage him, nor oblige him to give over his 
Care for this important Place, which the Exgliſb till 
defended with ſo much Courage and Bravery againſt the 
Enemy. John, Duke of Bretagne, married to Mary, 4. P. 1375. 
K. Edward's Daughter, reſolved to venture his Fortune 

n the Service of the Eugliſb, whom he intirely loved, 

came over to Ezgland, and had a Supply of Men and 

Money granted him, with which he made Head againſt 

the French, with vatious Succeſs. In the mean Time the 

Duke of Lancaſter marched with a powerful Army © 
om Calais, and ravaged thro? the Body of the King- argen. 
dom of France, till he came to Bourdeaux; and did * : 
incredible Damage to that Nation, meeting with 

vey little or no Oppoſition in the Way; tho' by Di- 

ſempers, and Want of Provifions, during theſe tedious 
Marches, he loſt many of his Men, and moſt of his 

Horſe. Not long aſter, a Day was appointed to decide 

the Fate of the Nation by a ſet Battle between the Duke 
Lancaſter's and the Duke of Anjon's Forces; but this 
mus prevented dy an untimely Truce, to which K. A Truce. 
Luuard had confented by reaſon of the Black Prince's 
Indifpotition; © The French made great Rejoycings, 
ad boaſted as if they had gained à complent Victory; 1 
ho what they gained, was no more than the common | | 
Effects of Policy. Gleqnin' in the mean Time did much + + | 
Damage to the Eug iſh Party in Gnienne and Bretagne, * > | | 
aint whom Sir Nobert Knolls acquitted himfelf info a 
enraordinary a Manner, that he alone was thought . 
ir Match for Gleguin; and Gieguin alone for Sit- KN 


d. 830 W 10 i 


| The following Year the Duke-of Lausefter re eGEngilh A. 
ino Exgland; upon which almoſt ull Gaſcony revolteg a decloa- 


the French; WBo taking Advantage of K, Edu be 
Ae, the Princes Sicknels; and the Sueceſt of their Po. 

ley more than their Val our, began to ſhew- themſelves 

Win. At — . — a Treaty of Peace was negotiated; 

but all on the French Side was Colour and Pretence, 
Ver. I. | CF | for 
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for at the ſame Time they made ſecret Preparations for 
new Attempts. 
This Summer one Alice Peirce, a Perſon of no preat 
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Quality, had by her Beauty and Artifice ſo much pre. 


vailed upon the aged King, as to be taken by him for 
his Miitreſs ; and he having lately given her the affeg. 
The Corel: ed ]itle of Lady of the Sun, ſhe rode from the Tower 
cane of Loadon to Smithfieldin atriumphal Chariot, accomps 


_—m_ nied with a vaſt Number of Lords, and Knights, and 
Ladies, every Lady leading a Lord or a Knight by 
his Horſe's bridle, till they came to Smithfield, where 

| a ſolemn Juſting, or Tournament was performed. 

A.D. zz. T he Duke ot Bretagne ſuffered very much by the late 

rx 1 patch'd up Truce; and Gleguin got more Advantage by 

apace. it than he could by his Army; for the Duke had before 


driven him out of his Territories. All Wonder at this 
Management will ceaſe, if we conſider the Poſture of 
the Ezglhiſh Affairs at this Time. The Prince of Malu 
was in a very bad State of Health; Plots were ſet on 
foot by diverſe Intereſts at - Home; the Duke of La 
caſter had an Eye to the Succeſſion ; Domeſtick Aﬀairs 
The Cauſe ofgrew diſturbed ; the King's Age was abuſed and miſled 
oo by his Concubine Alice Peirce, and his Treaſure ei- 
hauſted by others; All which Things being ſufficient 
ly known to the French, they made a very adyantageous 

Uſe of them. 
4. D. 1376. The aged K. Edward was very ſenſible of all this; 
| and to cure it, it poſſible, he called a Parliament at e- 
minſter. The King's Wants and Weakneſſes were all 
laid before the Houſe, and Supplies defired ; but inſtead 
of Contributions, they unanimouſly exhibited great Com- 
plaints, charging the King's Officers with fraudulent 
Practices; and petitioned the King to remove from the 
Court, the Duke of Lancaſter, the Lord Chamberlain 
Latimer, Dame Alice Peirce, and Sir Richard Starry. 
The King, to get a little preſent Supply, removed al 
theſe Perlons. The Prince of Hales ſeem'd to favour 
theſe Proceedings for the ſake of his Son Richard, hal- 
ing ſome Reaſun to fear the Duke of Lancaſter. The King 
being now in the zo Year of his Reign, granted another 
Pardon as another Jubilee, which was kept with great 
Magnificence. But this Jubilee was ſoon changed into 
Black Prince Sorrow throughout the Nation, for the Death of that 
dics, Wonder of Mankind, the incomparable Prince of Yates; 


a Prince, oue of the moit renowned for Magnat 
O | VYalour 


7 


Valour 7 
and Wit 
Nation. 
g of Ju 
reat 80 
After 
tion of t 
hb la M. 
Enoliſhn 
bet 1 
to perpel 
Peirce, 
tho' wit! 
bout twe 
caſter, g 
ing whie 
fixed up 
Wales. 
and not 
ſurance 
cured al! 
accept 2 
King of 
to take | 
lemn F. 
Abou 
clared a; 
religious 
terial Pc 
Rome ; | 
Infallibil 
he had ge 
plying a 
ed to ext 
and Fra 
condem 
heretical 
fore the 
Paul's. 
conduct 
ving mu 
the Duk 
the Hai! 
Londone 


Biſhop, - 


ns for 


great 
h pre- 
m for 
affedk. 
Ower 
mpa· 
„ and 
ht by 
Where 


e late 
ge by 
fore 
It this 
re of 
Valet 
et On 
Lan- 
fairs 
niſled 


The Reign of King E-0w an III. 


Valour and Bravery, as well as Humanity, Courteſie, 
1nd Wiſdom, that ever graced the Exgliſß Name and 
Nation. He died in the 46" Year of his Age, on the 
vi of June 1376 ; aud was interr'd at Canterbury with 

reat Solemnity. | 

After this, the King recalls ſuch Perſons as by Peti- A. D. 1377. 
fon of the Parliament had been removed; and Peter 
4 la Mare, Speaker of the ſaid Parliament, and a true 
Exgliſpman, who had nobly expreſſed the Mind of the 
Youſe in the aforeſaid Reformations, was condemned 
to perpetual Impriſonment, by the Inſtigation of Alice 
Peirce, and was committed Priſoner at Nottingham, 
tho' with much Difficulty he regained his Liberty in a- 
bout two Years Time. Fohn of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- 
caſter, governed as if he had been King; notwithſtand- 
ing which the good old K. Edward's Affections were 
fred upon Richard the eldeſt Son of the late Prince of 
Wales, To ſhew this, he firſt made him Earl of Cheſter, 
and not long after Prince of Hales ; and for a full Aſ- 
ſurance and Security to his Succefſion, K. Edward pro- 
cured all the Nobility of the Realm to take an Oath to 
accept and defend Prince Richard as lawful Heir and His Son Ri- 
King of England after his Deceaſe : And he caus'd him eres de 
to take Place of all his own Children at an open ſo-gtccrow. 
lemn Feaſt. 

About this Time the famous Dr. John WicklifF de- vun wich 
clared againſt the Abuſes of Churchmen, Monks and H oppoſes 
religious Orders; and publickly maintained ſeveral ma-9<- 
terial Points and Propoſitions againſt the Church of * 
Rome ; particularly againſt the Pope's Supremacy, the 
Infallibility of the Church, and Tranſubſtantiation : And 
hehad gained many Diſciples call'd Lollards, a Word im- 
plying a Sort of Weeds; tho? in Reality they endeavour- 
ed to extirpate all pernicious Weeds, which Time, Sloth, 
and Fraud had introduced into the Church. The Pope 
condemned twenty three of Hickkif's Propoſitions as 
heretical ; whereupon WicklifF was cited-to appear be- 
fore the Archbiſhop of Canterbury and others in St. 

Paul's. The Duke of Lancaſter and Lord Marſhal 
conduct him thither, who order'd WickliFF to fit, ha- 
ying much to anſwer : The Biſhop forbad it; at which 
the Duke told him, that he had rather pull him out by 
the Hair of the Head than ſuffer ſuch Indignities. The 
Londoners were ſo inraged at this Treatment of their 
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Liſhop, that the Duke and Lord Marſhal with Diffi- 


culty 
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Great Di- culty eſcaped their Fury. The next Day the Loxdony; 
4 in aſſemble in a mutinous Manner, break open the Myr. 
" fhal's Inn, and ſet at Liberty ſome Priſoners; but mit 
ſing the Marſhal, they went to the Savoy, (the Duke 
Palace) where by Miſtake they murder'd a Prieſt in. 
ſtead of the Lord Marſhal, and then they went and 
defaced the Duke's Armouries in the open Market. 
„The Duke was enraged at this, and would not defi 
from bp his Revenge againſt the Londoners, till 
he had procured the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the 
Which cau- City to be turned out of their Places, and others put in 
— — — their Room: And Sir Nicholas Brember was elected Lord 
Aldermen to Mayor, and other Aldermen were appointed. The good 
be removed. Old King uſed all his Endeavours to have reconciled the 
Londoners to his Son the Duke of Lancaſter; but fal- 
King falls ling fick, he was prevented. The King now weaken'd 
fick, with innumerable Toils and Age, was forced to relin- 
= the World, as the World did him, before his 
reath was gone. For firſt his Concubine Alice Peirce 
packed away what ſhe could ſnatch, even to the Rings 
off his Fingers, and left him. Then his other Atten- 
dants ſeized upon what they could find, and marched 
off: And even his Counſellors forſook him in his laſt 
Agonies, when he had moſt need of them: And thus 
this poor King was deſerted by all, and left alone in his 
Chamber; which a poor Prieſt of the Houſe obſerving 
as he paſs'd by, approach'd his Bed-ſide, and finding 
him yer breathing, call'd upon him to remember his 
Saviour, and to ask Mercy for his Offences ; which 
the King did in a very devout and humble Manner, 
ſhewing all the Signs of Contrition, and with his lalt 
His Death, Breath expreſs'd the Name of Jeſus. Thus died this 
valiant, wiſe, and victorious Prince, at his Manor- 
Houſe of Sheen, ow —_— on the 21* Day of 
une, 1377, in the 64" Year of his Age, having reign- 
24 fifty Vets 4 Months, and 27 thn. He 5 
And Burial, terred with all the Pomp and Magnificence imaginable, 
on the South Side of the royal Chapel in the Abb). 
Church of Weſtminſter, cloſe by his beloved Conſort 
Philippa; where his Tomb is ſtill to be ſeen, and near 
it his large Sword is kept, which the King is ſaid to 

have uſed in his Wars with France. 
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)ICHARD the Second was firnamed Bardeaux, 
R from a City of that Name in Fance; he: havin 
deen born there, when his Father Edward the Blac 

Prince was Duke of 20 in. He ' ſucceeded. his 
Grandfather Edward the Third, in the Throne of Eng- 
lud, June 21, 1377. Altho tie was no more than ele- 
yen Years, of Age when he be an to reign, yet 1d 
preat a Pregnancy of Wit aboye- his Years, ſo ſweet 
: Diſpoſition of Mind, ſer. off with an admirable 
Beauty of Body, appeared in him, that the People 
were enamonted with him; Al ej therefore accepted 
him for their King, with great Joy and univerfal Sa- 
txfaion, for the Sake of that incomparable Prince 
Edward his Father: And upon this Stock of Merit he 
maintained himſelf longer in the Affections of his Ped 
ple, than by any worthy Action of his own. The firſt 
Action he undertook, after he was King, was the Re- 
conciliation of the Duke of Laxcaſter and the City of 


. 


Moderarion and Prudence far beyond what could be 
apected from his Years ; for the Citizens of London 
having gotten certain Intelligence of King Edward's 
approaching Death, did the Day before his Grand- 
father's Deceaſe addreſs him, being then Prince of 
Wales, giving him Aſſurance of their Þidelir and Ser- 
nee, if the preſent King ſhould die: And alſo petition- 
ed him to be a Mediator for them between his Uncle 
the Duke of Lancaſter and themſelves. In anſwer to 
aich Addreſs he returned them not only Promiſes 
of his Love and Fayour to their City, but alſo of his 
Endeavour to effect what they deſſred; and accordingly 
the very next Day he ſpoke to his Pncle about it 
nd prevailed upon him de ſubmſe to hip Deciſion of 
ie Difference, oh N 
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1377. 
His Age and 


of Lancaſies 
and Lon- 


Lenden; in the Management of which he ſhewed a wersrecon: 


1377» 7 s 
Mus atlon K i a fit Opportunity of giving! 
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e fxteenth Way appointed for his Coronaiion; hat Da) 

noc l, in 

4 e f. theic A = FOG to — by, vat ig 8 2 

ent, Things were #0: prepared, that it might hex th 

f pens an d magnificent as could de. 0 n the Day be. arr th: 

ore the Coronation; the- King rode through. the G fore tha 

11 555 eſtminſter, in great State, being regally attended Being 

Noblemen, aud Perſons of Diftin on; the C. ner; bu 

| ER as he paſled. along, giving him great Dem. ds Une 

* 2 ſtrations of their Affections and Loyalty, having adon- . Vortha- 

N Balconies with rich Tapeſtry, and cauſed ſe- Joby L 

ver coſtly rag to be made; the Conduits ri Cuiſbar 
With Wine, the People ſaluted the King with lou He 

#6 lamations, and Wiſhes of Proſperity and Blefling, WW the fam 

he King took up his Lodgings at Weſtminſter 10 vout Pre 

ight, nd was crowned the Day following, i in the WY Hops at 

ARR; y-( Church, by Simon Sudbury, Archbiſhop of Car pre 

| 4985 with the uſual Ceremonies of anointing, givin Will ao pre 

kim t 02 Sword taking an Oath from him for the good in whic 

e of the Nation, and requiring the Conſen WW and Ur 

eople, to have him for their King, by asking i to treat 

if they would be. ſubje& to this Prince as thei 
Ruler, and be obedient to his Commands, 

105 "Oath, that he took was ſomewhat larger than 
Wat find was Wen by former A 


King's: at. He would. emis the Church. 10 en oy all * 
040. * | 1 422 5 That be ule reverence her 212 int 1 

maintain the true Haith; 1 he would reſtrain Vir 

henry; aud all Op refſon, in all Sorts of Men; That bf 

' cauſe, goo 8805 Tt e every wwhere, obſerved, eſit 

£27 £4 of St. Edward, King and Confeſſor; ani 
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hat Day. Here it is to be obſerved, that Sir Jobs Dim- 1. Ri I. 


ale ſhire; was h dmitted to ſerve as Champion, to de- 
fend ide King's Title” agatiſt alt Orpolers? but How 
Jong that Cut om of a Champfon bad been 51 1 Ute de- 
fore that Time, does ens. 1039-4 416d p30) 
Being ero ned he went to Veſtminſter-Hall to Din- 


mock, in Right ör the Mandur of 'Scrivelſey, in Lin- WWW 


ner; but before he ſat down, he created four Earls, /b. 3 
his Uncle Thomas Woodſtock, Earl of Buc lin ham and ations at the 
Northampton,” Thomas Mowbrey, the younger Brother of Coronation. 


Jobs Lord Mowbrey, Earl of Notingham, his Tutor, 
Guifhard Augoleſm, a Gaſcoign, Earl of Huntington, and 
Henry Peircy, Earl of 'Northamberland. He allo finde at 
the fame Time nine Knights. The next Day a very de- 
voutProcefiioit was celebrated by the Archbiſnops, Bi- 
ſhops and Clergy, to pray for the' Peace of the Realm, 
and proſperous Reign of the King. A Sermon was 
ilſo preached by Thomas Brimon, Biſhop of Kocheſter, 
in which de pathetically exhorted* all Men to Peace 
and Unity, conjüring all thoſe of a ſuperior Degree, 
to treat the Common People with Gentleneſs, and the 
People willingly to ' obey their Superſors; but in an 
eſpecial Manner, he exhorted the Nobles WhO were 
about the King's Perſon to ſhew him' a retfyions and 
vituous Exathple, leſt they ſhould bring 

Curſe of the People upon them, by their Flattery or 


own" the 


Vices, © The young King being thus ſettled" in tde 


Throne, and by Reafon of his tender Age, unable to 
tule, the Government was cömmitted to the Cate of 
the King's Mother, his two Uneles, John of Gauut, 
Duke of Lantafter,, and Eamund Earl of Cambriage, 
md certain Biſmo ps Ds 


Bur notwithſtanding the Affairs of the Realm were The French 
put into ſo good a Poſture, yet the French and Seats, 3nd — 


the old Enemies of the Nation, thought the King's 
Minority à fit Opportunity to annoy it. The HFeucb, 
who had, in the Time of the Reign of King Edward, 
been making Preparations for that End, a little before 
his Death, and had manned out 4 Fleet to take Revenge 
for all the Loſſes they had ſuſtained by his victoridùs 
Sword, did immediately upoli his Deceaſe, and while 


- 


the Nation was buſied in ſettling their new King, in- , 
rade the Coaſts of England, did much Miſchief, ile of Wi2-r 
for ſeverat Months, without Oppoſition ; and on June plundred and 
the twenty ninth, put in * Rye in S»fſex with fifty * . 

2 0 


and the 


N 
(| 
| 
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1377- of Ships; and having rifled and plundred it, ſet it on 
te. From hence they coaſted to the Ifle of Wight 
and entred it, without Oppoſition ; and putting al 
the valuable Goods on board their Ships; compounde 
with the People for a thouſand Marks to forbear burn. 
ing their Houſes : But not being able, after ſeveral At. 
tempts, to make themſelves Maſters: of Carizj1 
Caſtle, which was bravely defended by Sir Hugb Tyr 
| rel, they left the Iſland, and returning back, attempted 
winchelſes IPinchelſea, but found the Town, ſo fortified and man. 
— ned by the Abbot of Bartel, that they could not enter 
fle Abet of it · However the French ſent to the Abbot to redeem 
Bartel. it from Aſſault; but the Abbot returned them this An- 
| ſwer, That be had no Reaſon to redeem what was neter 
foſt. The French not being able to draw the Inhahi- 
tants out of the Town, to a pitch'd Battle, battered it 
but without Succeſs. In the mean Time they ſent 4 
Party to Haſtizgs, who finding it almoſt empty, the 
Jababitants being gone to ſaccour Miuchelſea, they let 
it on fire, and utterly conſumed it. Their next At. 
tempt was upon the ſmall Town of Rortington in Sy: 
ſex, the Inhabitants whereof defended themſelves man- 
fully, but having killed many of their Enemies, and ay 
hundred of themſelves being ain, in the End they 
were beaten ; the Prior, Sir Febnu Falſely, Sir Thoma 
Cheny, and ſome others, who headed them, being taken 
Priſoners. - The French likewiſe plundred ſeveral other 
Towns as Portſinouth, Dartmouth and Plymouth, all 
The Caſtle Along that Coaſt, and having filled their Ships with the 
of Are got- Spoils, they returned home, and ſoon after their Arr 
ten by ae val, beſieged the Caſtle of Arde, which was delivered 
Ap to them for a Bribe, by the Treachery of the Lord 
- Garzey, a German, who being afterwards taken * 
Hagh Calverly, Governor of Calais, was ſent into Eg 
2 to receive the deſerved Puniſtunent of his Tres 

on. ad: : | 579% 
The Nets In the mean Time the Scots were not idle; for they 
invade Eng- aſſaulted the Town and Caſtle of Roxborough, and 
having gained it, tho' not without contiderable Loſs to 
themſelves, they plandred it of all that was valuable, 
and then burnt it. 80 unſafe was England at that 
Time, when it had neither a Fleet to defend it by 
Sea, nor regular Troops to oppoſe the Enemy by Land; 
there being very little, or no Care taken for the Se- 
curity of the People; but whether out of Neglgeres 
15 * eſgn, 
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Dehgn, or want of Shipping, is uncertain. However, 1. Ri. II. 


e of Lancaſter, who had the chief Manage- 
ment of the publick Affairs, brought upon himſelf an 
ncurable Odium, by not endeavouring their Relief 
fo diligently as his Place, and the People's Neceſſities, 

vired.” © 100 1557 en _ 

Nor were the civil Affairs mueh better managed; for 
the young King's Protectors and Governors let him have 
his own Will, and ſuffered thoſe about his Perſon; who 
by looſe Principles, and ill Examples, corrupted his 
good Nature; and giving bim falſe Ideas of Glory, 
made him think it conſiſted in a riotous Way of liy- 
ing, and in conferring extravagant Honours and Gifts 
upon his Favourites. e. | 


About Michaelmas following the Parliament met to pig rata 
tectify the Diſorders, and provide for the Security of ment. 


the Nation. The firſt Thing they went upon was the 
Petition of the Commons, to appoint a Council to be 
joined with the King's Officers, and adviſe him in the 
Affairs of Government; and then they proceeded to the 
puniſnment of Hlice Pierce, the late King's Concu- 
dine, who, during his Reign, had been the Cauſe of 
many Miſchrefs; and for that Reaſon had been banithed 
from the Court, and made to take an Oath, that ſhe 
would never return again; but ſhe kept her Oath no 
longer than tilt the Fear of the Parliament was re- 
moved, but — became as inſolent as ever; and 
cauſed Sit Peter de la Mare, the Speaker of the Houſe 
of Commons, to be impriſoned. The Parliament think - 
ing it fit to take Cognilance: of theſe impudent Ations, 
it was agreed by a general Conſent, that ſhe ſhould be 
baniſhed, and all her Goods confiſcated. 


Then they Alte Peirce 


went upon providing a Navy, for the Defence of the baniſhed. 


Nation againſt the French, and Spaniards, their Confede- 
rates; and granted the King two Tenths of the Clergy, 
and two Fifteenths of the Laity ; but upon theſe Con- 


Taxes 


ditions, that the Money ſo collected, ſhould be depo- ed. 


ited into the Hands of William Walworth and Fohn . - 


Philpot, two eminent Citizens of London, who were 
to ſee, that it was expended for the Uſe of the Publick; 
they alſo reſolved, that for the future, the King ſhould 
maintain his State, and Wars, out of his own Reve- 
nues, which if well managed were judged ſufficient 
to maintain both. ae 


| Theſe 


R 3 


grant- 


The Hiſtory uf ENGLAND. 
1. , Theſe Matters being thus fettled, the Parliament 
broke 15 \ After rhe Ring of the Patliament the Go- 
vVernors of the Nation having received Information 
— that, the,* Spaniſes Fleet richly: laden with Wines and 
1- 
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arc other” Commodities ty F Safer, waiting only for 
f h — O> : ” A L. e. , 1 $ » 4 4 ” Y [ : 
Exell * falt Wind to return; they ſent out a great Fleet undef 


gan the the Command of the Dufte of Bretagne, Earl of Baal. 
Hach. ingbam, the Lords Latimer and Fitzwater; to intercept 
them; but by contrary Winds they were ſhatter'd and di. 
8 fo could effect nothing at that Time. But 
it Hugs Calverly the Governor of Calais was more 
fortunate in his Adventures againſt the Feuch; for ma- 
king an Intoad towards Bulloigne, he plunder'd twenty 
fix Veſſels befides Barges which lay in the Haven, and 
in his Return drove away to Calars u great Booty of 
Oxen and Sheep, and ſo both plentifulſy ſupplied and 
enrich'd his Garifon. He alſo recovered the Caſtle of 
St. Mark which had been betray d to them by the P- 
cards; and fome ſmall Time after he with his Gariſon 
made an Attempt upon Eſtaples upon a Fair- Day when 
the Merchants of Paris, Amiens, Bulloigne, and Lame 
rei bad brought great Quantities of Goods thither to 
fell; which all became un eaſie Prey to tde Englib.” 
2 . . 1 0 A n 
Buchagbam being equipped and furniſhed, put out to 
Sea, and 7 upon the Coaſt of Bretagur neat 
| Breſt; took eight Sinio Ships, and might have taken 
more if the tempeſtuous Weather, and their own 
Niviflous, had not been an Impediment to their farther 
Succeis. Beſides the King's Ships, which were en- 
* againſt the Enemy; diverſe Towns and private 
Men took all Opportunities of annoying the Enemy 
The Inhabitatts-of Mincheſſea and yet revenge thei 
late Sufferings fitted outia Number öf Ships with Men 
and'\Ppovition, and made an Intoad into Nor mardh, and 
entring the Towns of St. Peter's Haten and Hiller, they 
Pplunder'd' them, here they found nnd-brought away 
many of the Goods πν hi, the French! had lately taken 
from them, and after they had fired the Houſes, they 
rok the Ships, aud got home ſafe with their Booty, 
The Lord Pierce with une great Ship and ſome ſmall 
Veſſels met a Fleet of fifty Sail of G pAαjçʒs and'Flemift 
Merchants: Ships, of which he too twenty two, tht 
teſt eſtaping-· 01973 90 MOOT A id 10 zug, 
A 993 fo oſkiguu 
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Abou, this. Time abe Dake, of Eereater gefred -N. 
Leave of he: King to. retire, to his Country Seat at SH 
Kellnguorth Caſtle; but, befoge he tetited ſettled ſuch Lauper re- 
Governors about che Ning, as were more pleaſing to den trom 
the People, ite Million Courtzey Biſhop of London, undectbes 
Ednund Mortimer, Earl of March, and ſeveral others, to ſecure the 
He alſo deſix'd that the Moog granted the laſt Parlia- Nation from 
ment, might be put into his Hands. to ſecure the Nati. l 
on from its Enemies, promiſing to take Care to guard 
the Coaſts from the Incurſions of the French and their , 
Confederates ſor the Year enſuing. This Propogrion” 
was granted, and the Duke immediately ſet about pro- 
riding a ſafficient, Navy, and hired eight Ships of Bayer: 
to join it. But before the Ships. were ready, one Mera 
wr a deſperate: Scot, (whoſe Father had been taken; not; 
long before by ſome Northern Veſſels, and by the-Earh 
of Northumberland committed Priſoner. to Scarborough 
Caſtle) having gotten together a ſmall Numbet of 
Search, Freuch, and Spaniſh Ships, entred the Haven of 
Scarboroxgh, fiezed ſeveral Ships in it, and carried them 
way to Scotland. This Succeſs very much encdura- 
» him and his Crew, ſo that they greatly infeſted thoſe 
eas, And tho';the Duke of Lausaſten had undertaken 
to prevent thoſe; Miſchiefs, yet no Body appeared to 
oppoſe the Pirates, fo that thoſe; Parts of the Kingdom 
labour'd under many Calamities from them 
Upon hearing this News, John Philpot au Al- Alderman 
derman of the City of London. taking: Pity: of his Feb Pipers . 
low Subjects, reſolvꝰd upon a Relief at his own. Charge; Bravery. 
and fitting out ſuch a Number of wel-built Sbips, 48 
would conveniently carry a thouſand Men, and having 
furniſhed them with Ammunition and Proviſion, Ilie 
put to Sea, commanding himſelflas Captain, and find- 
ing out Mercer and his Comrades, he engaged them, 
and after a ſmart Diſpute took them, carrying 
cr himſelf and all the Veſſels he had befoteg carried 
away from Scarborougb, and fifteenSper:/a Bottoms more 
that lay in the Harbour laden with rich; Goods. 147; 
Mr. Phulpot returning to Domian with Spoils aut 
Victory, was received with tho Agclamations: ofothe 
People, but without any Welcome from the -Nobidit, 
ho envied him the Hondur; and therefore -b&: was 
ſent for ta appear befote the Council, to give: an A- 
count of this Action, ſome. of them blaming: him for 
ing to do it without a Commiſſion from the King 
{ l R 4 and 
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2378. and Council; and beſidesy he was charged by the Eu 


of Safford. with. aging: very illegally in levying Arm; 

in. the King's Dominions without his Leave. T; 

Which Charge, Mr. Phalpot made a modeſt and ingeny. 

dus Defence, telling them, (it was not out of any 

PDeſire or ambitious Aim to get himſelf a Name or 

© raiſe. to himſelf the Reputation of being a great $0). 

dier, that. induced him to venture bis Money ang 

* Men to vanquiſh the Scoteh Pirate, but merely ont 

&« of, Love to his Countrymen, and for the Honor 

of the Nation, that the Sloth of | ſuch as ougjt 

& to have ſecur'd the Nation, might not ruin the 

© People, and make it contemptible, This Anſwer 

gave ſuch Satisfaction to the Council, that he came 

0793, with as much Commendation from ſome of the 

Noblemen as he was received with Applauſe by the 

he Duke Ihe Duke of Lancaſter in the mean Time lay at 

of Lancoſ- Anchor with his Si getting in Proviſion. and Am- 
3 Munſtjon, but very dilatorily, Sir Peter and Sir Phil 
Succeſs, Courtney, who had the Command of ſome , Exgli 

Sbips belonging to the Fleet, commanded by the E 

of Salitbury and Arundel, being out at Sea, and eſpy- 

ing certain Veſſels. belonging to the Enemy, attack d 

them, aud it praving to be the whole Haniſh Fleet, 

tho“ they ought bravely, yet they were beaten, many of 

the Men flain and themſelves taken Priſoners. But 

„the Earls of Salisbury and Arundel had that Succels 

in; their Voyage to Bretagne, which made them ſome 

Compenſation For their former Loſs ; for the King of 

- Navarre having fallen into Variance with the King of 

The Haven France, and delirous of an Alliance with the King of 

of Cherburg England, a Confederacy was eſtabliſhed. between them; 

— and; for a Sum of Mony ent him, the Haven of Cher- 

Engliſh. hung was put into t e Hands of the Exgliſb, whereby 

they had at all Limes an eaſy Entrance, into Nor man- 

Ay. And the Spaniards 110. not eſcape long without 

: making Jae Retaliation or the Loſs ſuſtained, on the 

Account, of Sir Peter Courtney; for thoſe Ships of 

Bapan that coalted about the Kingdom to defend it, took 
| Fourteen Sg Shins. and their Cargo. 

oy —_ At the latter En . of; this Year, Pope Gregory Xl. 

1 Richard, requiring him to aſl 
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ents, but the Favour that M ichliſt found is i ſuffieieht 2. N. 1. 


Demonſtration; that the Heat of the Biſhops Spirit 
found but little Encouragement. The Pope's Letters 


to the King and Biſhops, on this Account, are printed 


at large in Fox's Acts and Monuments, in the Begin- 
ning of this King's Reign. Fen, | 
Xbout Midſummer, the Duke of Laxcaſter having 
gotten his Ships completely equipped, he put out to 
Sea, and landing his Forces in Bretagne, laid Siege to 
St. Malo de Liſle: But tho? the Siege was man 


other Noblemen of great Experience; yet it was ſo well 
defended by the French, that the Duke was obliged to 
raiſe the Siege and return home. | 72 


% 
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d by St. Malo be- 


the Earls of Buckingham, Stafford and Warwick, and "4 


On the eleventh of Auguſt; ſome ſmall Time after A barbarous 


the Duke had left England, a barbarous M 


' Murder 
urder WAS committed 


committed in the Sanctuary at Weſtminſter; which, in the _ 


: 


; bd . 5 * ry * 
whether the Duke was concerned in or no, is not cer- , 7 


tain; yet there were ſuch Grounds for Suſpicion, that it 
redounded much to his Diſhonour. The Occaſion was 


this; In the War which King Edward the Black Prince 


carried on in Spain, for reſtoring Peter King of Ca- 
file and Leon, two Gentlemen, Robert Hawl and 
John Shakel, did by their Valour take the Earl of De- 
ia Priſoner; in Reward of which Bravery the Prince 
had given the ſaid Earl to them, to make the beſt of 
his Ranſom. The Earl afterwards made an A 

ment with them for his Liberty, and left his Son as an 
Hoſtage, till the Ranſom was paid ; which the Earl 
neglecting to pay, his Son remained with them ſeveral 
Years. The Duke of Lancaſter, having married one of 
tie Heirefſes of the Crown of Spain, was kept out of 
der Right by her Uncle; and he contriving: how to re- 
cover his Right, thought the Reſtitution of the Earl's 
don would oblige his Father to engage in his Intereſt: 
and therefore ſends in the King's Name to Mr. Haul 
and Shakel, to deliver up their Priſoner; and upon their 
Refaſal- he cauſed them to be Tent Priſoners to the 
Tower, The Gentlemen, after. ſome Time, made 
their Eſcape thence, and got to the Sanctuary, at Weft- 
minſter. Sir Allen Bitxhal, Conſtable of the Tower, 
2 great Friend of the Puke, contrived . with the 
Lord Latimer and Sir Ralph Ferrers, who were two 
of the Duke's Creatares, to take them by Force out of 
the Sanctuary, and with a Company of fifty Men _ 
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1378. ed, went into the Ahe - Church, when the Monk oe for 

u were at Prayers, and ſeiaed upon the two Gentlemen — 

Mr. Hui endravouring to defend himſelf, was ſuin I keeping 

together with his Servant, and a Monk, who: afliftes Wl immedi: 

him: But Mr. Shakel: was carried away to the Tower parts fe 

again, from whence he obtained not his Freedom til Wl Notting 

he reſigned his Priſoner to them, on Condition be Army 

ſnould receive an hundred Marks per Annum, and that marche« 

the K ing ſnould found a Chantry of five Prieſts, to had bro 

pray for the Soul of Mr. Haul, and his Servant. be ly Wa) 

Archbiſhop; and Biſhops, ſo highly reſented this Viola Wl Raney, 

tion of the Sanctuary, that they excommunicated al}. Wl his Arn 

that were concerned, or aſſiſted in this Murder, er- and too 

cepting the King, Queen, and Duke of Lancaſter. The , wh 

King taking this as a Reflection upon himtfelf and the that he 

Duke, ſent Order to the Biſhop to ceaſe it; but he vor WM Army. 

regarding the Order, was ſummoned to Vinadſor, but. Lords 

would not appear. Upon this the Duke of Lancaſler hundrec 

told the King, in a Rage, if he would give him Leave, the Lo 

he would fetch the Biſhop to him by Force, in Spite into th. 

of thoſe Rebels, the Londoner; which Words loſt the portuni 

Duke the Good- will of the Citizens, and heightned their he utte! 

.- . Suſpicion, that he was the Author of the Murder. Abo 

Second Far- In Ober, the Parliament out of Diſpleafure taken Summe 
—_—— thei Londoners, met at Gloceſter, where many Things lung, a 

Taxes. were propounded, but few concluded; however, they french, 

granted te King a Subiidy upon Wool, made ſome tber Ac 

other Acts; and then having largely debated the;Lega- Wl relſtou. 

lity of the Election of the two Popes, Giement und remove 

Urban, they enacted, that Pope Urbuz' was duly eled- of Sall. 

ed, und- t to be accepted and obeyed, under cer- made £ 

| | tain Penalties. At this Time the Archbiſhop: com- mas Pi 

1 | plained of the late Violation of the Sanctuary at ef. with ar 
1 minſter, deſiring, that effectual Methods might be taken WW ugh 
to ſecure dhe Privileges of Sunctuaries: But the Nobi- as he 

| lity objecting the Abuſes of them in protecting Debtors, WM (even 1 
1 Fe. The Atchbiſnop dropped the Motion, leſt the Abo 
- ſhould be totally deprived of thoſt Advantages. War,! 
Ide Parliament being up, Robert King of Sau, Wl Fapal ( 

e$:ot; in- by? the: Inftigarion of the King of Franc, raiſed an Natior 

and in- Army toinvade the Borders of Exgiand; and one Alex - ndert. 

i ander Ramſey, wwatiaur Sor, with forty of his Country Ali 
men, ſurpriſed the Caſtle of Barwrek and putting dit Wy gun'a 
Nobert Boymrony and the whole Garriſon; to the Sword, with a 


made theimſelyes Maſtert ef it / and opened a free — 
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age for the whole Arm into England. Advice of this 2. Ri. 1. 
coming to the Earl of Northamberland, to whom e 
keeping of that Town and Caſtle was committed, he 
immediately ſet about raiſing an Army out of thoſe 
parts for the Recovery of it; and with the Earl of 
Nottingham, and ſome other Lords, having gotten au 
Army of above à thoufand Men, well armed, he 
marched to Barwicl; and finding that the Townſmen 
had broken down the Draw bridge, which was the on- 
ly Way the Scots had to get into the Town; ſo that 
Kanſey, and his Men could have no Aſſiſtance from 
his Army which lay near, he laid Siege to the Caſtle, 
and took it, putting all the Scots to Death, except Ram- 
ſy, who was ſaved partly for his Valour, and partly,” 
that he might diſcover the farther Deſigns of the Scatiſb* 
Army. Being fluſhed with this Succeſs, the Earls and 
Lords of the Exglifp: Army, - ſent out a Party of ſix 
hundred Men, to perſue the Scots Army, who, upon 
the — 3 7 | [dep a little _— 
into the Country: But Earl Dozglaſs waiting an Op- 
portunity, fell upon them, at ſuch a Diſadvantage, that 
he utterly defeated them. \ 11 w-boor) Hi 
About Chriſtmaſs, Sir Robert Rouſe, who had the rhe cap- 
dummer before, been appointed Governor of Chier- ain, 
lung, and had done many brave Actions againſt the A, 
french, in taking Sir Oliver Gueſelin Priſoner, and o- changed. 
ther Adventures, was called home, and Sir Jobs r. 
felſtan put in his Place. Sir Hagb Calveriy was alſo 
removed from his Government at Calais, and the Earl 
of Salrsbary appointed in his Place; and Sir Hugh was 
made Admiral, and joined in Commiſſion with Sir 7 
mas Piercy,” The Earl of Salisbury began his Office 
with an Inroad into France, taking a great Booty. Sit 
4 5.5 was likewiſe as active againſt the Enemy at Sea, 
as he had formerly been at Land; for be ſoon took 
ſeyen Merchants Ships, and one Man of War: 
About this time, the Popes began ta ſtir up a holy war be- 
War, for the Eſtabliſnment of themſelves ſingly in the pocen he 
Papal Chair; each of them ſending his Agents into all ** 
Nations, that ſubmitted to him, to animate them to 
undertake a War againſt his Competitor. iR 


A little after Baſten the Parliament aſſembled a- Third Par- 
gun at Meſtminſter, and gaveſ tie King a Poll Tax lien and 
vith a particular Exemption of the Commons, and 17 224 
therefore it lay mote heavy on Ir 

| 2 = 


| 


—z— —— — — — 


has Aid to wich | 
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For Dukes and Archbiſhops were to pay twenty Marks, 
WY Biſhops,. Earls and mitred Abbots. fix Marks, Monk; 
ten Groats, and Gentlemen and all other of the Cler, 

gy at a certain Rate, but the Commons paid no. 

thing. Another Ad was paſs d about the Privilegs 

of Sanctuaries, and particularly of that at Veſtminſlen 

which being found to be abus'd to protect Debtors, i 

was enacted, “ that all ſuch Debtors as after they hat 

_ © made over their Goods and Lands by Feoffment, 
Deeds of Gift or otherwiſe to their Friends, and ha 

©. for Protection fled into Sanctuary, Judgment ſhould 

e paſs, againſt them, and Execution be awarded upon 

their Goods and Lands, which were without ſuch 

: < privileged Places, as well ſuch as are given by Col- 

& luſion or otherwiſe. - . FEET, 0 

A Plague in Fhe next Summer the Plague ſo afflicted the No 
the North. ther Counties of England, that the Inhabitants were in 
great Numbers conſtrainꝰd to remove their Habitations 

into other Parts of the Nation, and they who remained 

there were ſo frequently infeſted. with the [ncurſions 

d Robberies of the Scat, that the Country was in 

Hanner depopulated. Sin N 1 5 70 
The. Duke The Duke of Bretagne, who came over into Ex. 
ern > lang the tirſt Year of this King's Reign to beg his Al 
home, and ſiſtance 1 his rebellious Subjects, who joining 
King of France, had expell'd him out of his 

Dominions, was by his Nobles invited to return home 
and take upon him the Government of his Coun- 
.- His Soljcitations for Aid had met with but ſmall 

| becauſe. the Duke of Lancaſter thought to have 
got bis Dub tedom for himſelf, and for that End went 


ever thither with a powerful Army; but the Conſtable 
of France oppoſiug him, he was obliged to give over 
rhe Deſign. The Duke of Bretagne, now having ſuffici- 
ent Aid granted to attend him into his own Country, 
and greater Forces promiſed to be ſent after him, was 
by Sir Hugb Calueriy and Sir Thomas Pierey fer on 
Shore in his on Country, where he was recejv'd with 
a great deal of Joy. But becauſe it was expected that 
the French Faction would be troubleſom to him, an 
Army was ſent after him, to maintain him in his Dig- 
nity; but in their Paſſage, they met with ſuch a violent 
Storm that they could not come -nigh the Shore of 


F' France, twenty five of che Ships were loſt, moſt of the 


Captaius and ia great — af Soldiers were 1 
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ed. This unhappy Accident was — Judg- 3. Ni. II. 
ickedneſs 


had laid up great 
ud Mill, ſallied out, and pofſefled themſelves of them, 
to guarded and defended by the French But were 
afterwards ſet upon by a Party of French that kept 
Mountburg a Counter-Gariſon to Chierburg ; 'whereup- 
on there followed a furious Battle, and tho the French 
were ſuperior in Number, by the Afiftance of a few 
Men out of Chierburg, they obtain'd a'compleat Vido- 
and taking the Governor himſelfand one hundred and 
twenty Soldiers Priſoners, they carried their Booty to 
Chierburg. But this Advantage over the French by Land, 
was ſoon after allay'dby as great a Loſs to the Egli 
by Sea. For ſeveral Exgliſsg Ships then lying in the Ha- 
ven of Bretagne, under the Protection of a Caſtle that 
was gariſon'd by Exgliſpb, the Freuch ſent a Squadron x 
hither, and ſending} ane Ship into the Haven, with 
Deſign either to fire: them, or decoy them to perſue itt. 
that by that Means they might fall into their Hands. 
The Exgife not ſuſpecting the Deſign; perſued the 
Ship, and the Commander of the Cattle, aud his M 
went on Board in Order to aſſiſt in taking it, and ſ 
ell into the Ambnſcade.. And tho? they fought brave- 
ly, yet being overpower'd the French took the Engliſh 
Ships but ſo ſhatter'd, that they could not carry them 
home, and but few Priſoners, the Captain and moſt 
1 and the reſt eſcaping to the 
Ore, | ert SAT TE 6 P14 | ' * | 

About the Feaſt: of Hilary the Parliament met again, Fourth Par» 
and fat till the Beginning of Marah; this Parliament liament. 
granted to the King a Tenth of the Clergy, and a fif- 
teenth of the Laity, upon Condition that the Ki 
ſhould not ſumman another Parliament till the Michael 
— twelvemonth after; but this Stipulation he did not 

orm. | "T9 1 III UY PL Hh 13 hh 

The Duke af: Breragne having been diſappointed of ,; 

tie Aſſiſtance which be: expected from ine and — — 


E 
Which was prevented: by the Storm but no — — — 


* 
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1e. the: Reaſon: of their not coming, ſent à freſh petit 
AV to the; King for Aſſiſtance ; and accordingly ſeven g 
eight thouſand Men were raiſed to be ſent to him u. 
der the Command of the Earl of Buckingham,” andy, 

cauſe the French Galties infeſted the Brieiſh Seas, 
landed at Calais, in Order to travel thro“ France i 
to Bretagne. And tho' they did much Harm to the 
Fyenab in their Paſſage, - they met with no Oppo. 
tion from them. The Duke of Bargundy would f 
have oppos'd them, and the People who were injury 
by them woutd willingly have repreſs'd their Inſolei. 
cies; but King Charles being a politick Prince, gut 
ſtrict Commandment to the Peopte not to eng 
them, ordering them to keep themſelves aud their CA. 
tel cloſe in their Towns, while they paſſed by, ſo tin 
when they arrived in Bretagne, they met with but colt 
Reception, which Diſappointment did more Damag 
to the Engliſb than they had done to the French in'thei 
March; and ſo the Policy of Charles outdid the Forte 
of the Enghfo, tho he did not long ſurvive to ſee the 
Succeſs of it. For he having been poiſon'd about the 
Time that the Exgliſh landed at Calaic, was with much 
Difficulty preſerved by a German Phyſician till the 25 
Charles the Of September, and died juſt as the Exgliſb were paſſi 
— King the Sartie, and left his Kingdom to his Son Charles W 
” being but twelve Years old. Soom atter this a Peace 
Was conchuded, and the 2 
the great Diſpleaſure of the of Buckingham aui 

the whole Army. i: tnigge: 1990014 ode 
The French While the Duke of Buchingham's Army were paſſing 
much annoy France, the French and Spaniſp Armies very much it- 
England. feſied the Coaſts of England, eſpecially in the Weſten 
x Parts, where they took ſeveral Ships, and at length 
_  entring the River Thames, plunder'd and burnt the 
Town of Graveſend, returning with much — But 
the trading Towns of the Weſt ſet out a Fleet to 
chaſtiſe their Inſolences, which meeting with the French 
perſued them and forc'd them into Kixgſale in Irelard, 
here they were ſo attack'd by the Iriſh on one Side 
and the Exgliſh on the other, that above four hundred 
of the Men were kill'd, moſt of their Ships taken, de- 
ſides twenty one Veſſels which they had before taken 
tram the Eugliſh. But four of their moſt deſperate 
Captains eſcaping, being enrag'd at their Loſs muſter d 
up what Force they cduld, and came upon the = 
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4; Coaſts;! plundring, burning, and killing im a moſt 4. W. U. 
Roos — And tho! they were oppoſed by SN 
he People, they burnt the Ton of HFinchelſey; and put - 
the! Abbes of Dacre! to Flight, who cameito defend it; 
and aftet they had pl undred and deſtroyed Nye, taſtings, 
and Portſmouth, they retired. h 3% 2 
„The Scote, who were always confederate with the The Ses in- 
french againſt the Exgliſs, were forward enough to j25 #=e* | 
contribute their: Aſſiſtance: and whereas! the Frewch 
Added onty as Pirates, without any Declaration of War. 
dne Herr invaded England, under Pretence, chat the 
Townſmen of Newcaſtle: and Hull had taken one of 
their Ships, worth fit or ſeven thouſand Marks; al- 
though they had not taken it from the Scots, but the 
French Pirates. Upon this Pretence the Srozs entred 
Cumberland and Heſtmoreland, with a conſiderable Body 
of Men, - ravaging and laying waſte the Country, and 
drove away about forty thouſand Head of great and 
ſmall Cattle, out of the great Foreſt of Iugletouad, and 
coming to Penrith Fair, they fiezed upon alt the Goods. 

For the Merchants and Tradeſmen hearing of theit 
coming, had. fled, and leſt their Goods to ſuve their 
Lives; ſo they catried off a conſiderable Booty re- 
turning home by the City of Carliſle- The Earl of 
Northumberlaud, who was Guardian of thoſe Northern 
Parts, having: Notice of theſe Depredations, was pre- 
eee ſnarp Revenge againſt them; but, to the great 
onder of the People, was forbidden by the King and 

Council, to proceed againſt them, till the Treaty with 

them: was over, to ſee whether they would make any 


datisfacti 5 Or as Mug DIE N 34. es s Hum 
ke of Lancaſter, the Earls A Treaty 


”. © Þ 
#3311 7 


About: Michaehnaſs,; theDuk 
of Warwick, Staſffurd, and other Noblemen, went with withthe 
agreat Army into the North, and lay on the Borders ***- 
in order to treat with the Scozs.:- The Negotiation, 

which laſted a conſiderable Time, ended only in a 
Truce till che Zafter: following. The Frute indeed 

Was no Security to the Exgliſb, becauſe the Scurt al- 

vyays made uſe of ſuch Cellaions of Arms to plundor 


England: with: Jeſs: Hazard; for. they never obſerved 


biem any longer, than till a fair Opportunity of break - 


ug them offered. DV 209 710971 t | 
Another Parliament: was ſummoned to meet in Nov pifth Partia- 
vember at Nortbawmprtan and this Place the King:choſe meat. 
wher than Londen, becauſt he was reſolved! to puniſh 


One 
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-x380... one John Kirby, a Merchant, who was one that wa; 
concerned in kitling a Geoneſe Merchant, who would 
not fell a Shipload of Spices, he had, at ſo low a Price 
as the Loxdorers would give him, fearing, that if he ſuf. 
fered in the City, it might occaſion ſome Tumult; ſa 
he was tried and hanged at Northampton. GG: 
The Nag: The Parliament broke up about Cbriſtmaſt: After 
| e the riſing of which a Marriage began to be treated of 
between the King and the Sitter: af the Emperor of Ger. 
many; about which the Duke of Tarfilia and Cardinal 
of Braxedes, were ſent over to treat with the King; 
and the Mlatch was concluded. The Cardinal made it 
a very gainful Negotiation for himſelf, by ſelling Indul- 
—— Confeſſional Letters, Portative Altars, Abſo: 
ions, and Diſpenfations, to the ſuperſtitious People 
and Clergy, at dear Rates. iT 


TheTruce The Truce with the Scozs being now to ready to ex - 


with the pire, the Duke of Lancaſter was ſent into Scotland, to 
| — rocure a Prolongation of it for three Years. The 

Duke was the more zealqus to promote a firm Peace 
at home ; becauſe, as he thought, he had a fair Op- 
portunity of recovering his Wife's Right to the Crown 
of 2 put into his Hands, by the Breach between 
the King of Portugal, and the Uſurper. For the Kin 
of Partagal had Eat to the Duke to aſſiſt him; and 
the Duke had ſent his Brother the Earl of Cambridge, 
with the Lords Beauchamp and Horreux, with a conſi- 
derable Force to help him, deſigning to follow him- 
ſelf with a greater Farce, as bon as Things were put 


into a fecure Poſture in Exgland. But while he was 


lengthening the Peace with the Scors, an unexpected 
- andvety dangerous Diſturbance aroſe at Home, upon 

the following Occafion. ALAS, 
2 Tze Poll-Tax before - mentioned began to be collect 
Straw: the ed in the Spring, which being in it ſelf very quot 
Occahon of to the People, and alſo the Collection of it manag'c 
We by-indifcreet. and unciyil Officers, raiſed ſuch Diſcon- 
_ tents in moſt Counties of Exgland, that they were al- 
maſt in all Places ripe for Rebellion. The Govern: 
ment of the Duke of Lancafter, the Exactions and 
Corruptiops of Lawyers and Attorneys, the Oppteſſi 
ons of Lords of Manors by their Tenures of Villenage 
had fat very uneaſy upon their Stomachs a great while, 
and they longed for a Deliverance: from them, but iu 


a more cſpecial Manner from the inſupportable 5 
| the 


apprehe 
thered 


Body, 

all, ref 
ſach O 
and Ca 


thought 


able to 
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thens of their Lords, whoſe Slaves and Servants they 


generally were, doing all their Work, and Drudgery, . 


3s plowing, ſowing, carrying their Dung, cutting their 
Wood, and carrying it to. their Hpuſes, and therefore 
were ready to embrace any Opportunity of obtaining 
their Liberty : And they received no ſmall Encourage- 
ment ſo to do by the Sermons of a ſeditious Prieſt 
named John Ball, who in his popular Diſcourſes to] 

the People, That all Men were equal by Nature; 
that as Children of Adam no Man is better than ano- 
« ther; that if God had appointed any Men to Slavery, 
4 he would have declar'd who ſhould be Lords and 
& who Servants; that Servitude which is gotten by 
« unjuſt Force, is confirm'd by as unjuſt Laws; and 
« therefore he adviſed them to go to the King, and 
require their Liberty, which if they could not obtain, 
to recover it with their Swords.” The Rebellion 


firſt began at Dartmoutb in Kent, where a rude Col- 


leftor of the Poll-Groats, having turn'd up the Coats of 
a young Girl, the Daughter of one call'd from his Trade 
Wat Tyler, at Deptford in Kent ; he was ſo enrag'd that 
he beat out the ColleQor's Brajns with a Hammer. 
The Fact was approv'd by his Neighbours, who being 
apprehenſive that he would be puniſh'd for it, ga- 
thered together to defend him, and in a little Time 


became à great Multitude. For not only the People 


of Kent, but of E ex alſo, united themſelves in one 


Body, and as tho' his Caſe had been common to them 
all, reſolved to vindicate themſelves and him from all 


ſach Oppreſſions and Abuſes. Hat Tyler became Head 
and Captain of this Mob, which being grown, as he 


thought, ſtrong enough to meet any Reſiſtance, and 


able to vindicate themlelves from any Wrongs, which 
they, in their Opinions, ſuffered from their Superiors, 
be firſt engaged them one to another with an Oath, 
that they ſhould be true to King Richard,” and to the 
latereſts of the Commons of Exgland, that they would 
never receive a John (meaning the Duke of Lantaſter) 
for their King, and that they would perfuade all 
their Neighbours to join in the ſame Cauſe, and would 
never yield to the Payment of any Tax, but a Fifteenth, 
Being firmly united by this Oath, they began their 


March from Maidſtone, which was the Place of their 


firſt Rendezvouꝛ, towards London, plundering, as they 
paſs' d along, all who would not join with them.” At 
Vor. .. 8 Black» 
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Black-Heath they had a general Muſter, where they 


WY V appeared to be fixty thouſand, or as ſome ſay, an hun. 


red thouſand, 8 conſiſting of Villains, Bond. 
Tenants, Debtors, Country-Clowns and Criminals, 


Ie King having Notice of the Approach of fo greg; 
- Multitude in an Army, ſent to them to know the 
. Cauſe of their meeting in ſo tumultuous a Manner 
to which they anſwered, bat they were come 10 ſpeak 


to the King about Matters of Importance, and defir'd hin 


10 come to them. Upon the Delivery of this Me 


it was debated in Council, whether he ſhould go to 
them or no. Some were of Opinion, it was the beſt 
Way to appeaſe them; but the Archbiſhop of Canter. 
bury, the Chancellor, and Sir Robert Hales the Treaſu- 
rer were utterly againſt it, as not ſafe for the King's 
Perſon. This Advice was followed, and the Petition 
of the Rebels rejected; which as ſoon as they bert! 
they vow'd they would cut their Heads off, who were 
the Authors of it : Bur the King being apprehenſive 
that to deny them would provoke them, went down 


as far as Rotherhith to __ with them. They were 
pleas'd to ſee him, an | 


petitioned him to come on 
hore among them; but that not being granted, they 


were diſguſted, and conceived a greater Diſpleaſure 
- againſt the Perſons about the King. 


Rebels come As ſoon as the King was gone, they marched dired- 
co London, ly to London, and entred Southwark, plundering the 


and their 


Actions 
there. 


wealthieſt Inhabitants, letting out the Priſoners in the 
King's-Bench and Marſhalſea, whom they liſted into 


their own Company. The Mayor and chief Men of 


the City adhered firmly to the King, and ſhut up their 


Gates againſt them; but ſome of the Commonalty ta- 
king their Part, and the Rebels threatning to burn all 
the Borough of Soxthwark, unlefs they had free Ac- 
. ceſs into the City, the Gates were opened to them, 


and being entred, they declar'd they only came 10 
ſearch for Traitors to the Kingdom, and to put to 


Death ſuch as they called the Enemies of the Publick. 
They burnt the Archbiſhop's Houſe at Lambeth, andthe 

Duke of Lancaſter's Houſe in the Savoy, with all their 
rich Furniture, throwing his Gold and Jewels into thc 
Thames, not ſuffering any Man to ſave any Thing; but 
- -when one of their Company took a Piece of Plate and 


put it into his Boſom, they caſt him into the Fire at 


entich 


ter it, declaring they did not come like Thieves te 


1 


re they 
an hun. 
| Bond. 
Iminalz. 
greata 
OW the 
lanner, 
0 ſpeak 
7? him 
leſſage, 
0 to 
the beſt 
Canter. 
Treaſu- 
King's 
etition 
_ bere] 
) were 
tenfive 
down 
' were 
me 0n 
1, they 
eaſure 


dired- 
ng the 
in the 
1 into 
len of 
) their 
Ity ta- 
irn all 
e Ac- 
them, 
ne to 
put to 
blick. 
nd the 
| their 
to the 

: but 
/ and 
re al⸗ 
es to 
entich 


The Reign of King RICHARD II. 


259 


erich themſelves by Plunder, They ſet alſo St. John's I Ri.II. 


Hoſpital in, Szithfield on Fire. They put to Death & 


all the Profeſſors of the Law, they could get into 
their Power and entring into the Temple, deſtroy'd all 
the Rolls and Records of Chancery. they could find, 
and all. the Law-Books and Writings of the Students. 
ſn the like Manner they treated all the Inns of Court. 
They divided themſelves into three Bodies; one Part 
remained in the City, under the Command of Fack Grau; 
another poſted themſelves at Mile-Eud, and the third 
at Tower-hull, The King and his Guards, (tho? twelve 
thouſand) were ſo much afraid of them, that they per- 
mitted them to enter the Tower, and to take from thence 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Chancellor, and Sir 
Robert Hales the Treaſurer, whom they beheaded on 
Tower-hill.. In like Manner, in the City they were 
very ſevere to Foreigners, eſpecially the Flemings, taking 


many of them out of the SanQuaries whither they were 


fed for Shelter, and beheading them. The Sh:bboleth 
they had to diſtinguiſh them was Bread and Cheeſe, 
which if they could not pronounce as the Engifh, they 
inſtantly beheaded them. But their glorious Pretences 
of reforming publick Diſorders, and puniſhing bad Mi- 
niſters of State, were ſullied by Wat Tyler's private Re- 
venge in beheading Richard Lyon his old Maſter,becauſe 
of his Severity to him when he was an Apprentice. 

A Council was call'd by the Kin 
Meaſures were beſt to be taken, and it was reſolved 
that the King ſhould offer them all in general a Pardon 
for what was paſt, and grant them Charters of Freedom 
to confirm their Liberties for the future. According- 
ly the King, attended with many of his Nobles, went to 
that Party of them who were at Mile-Ezd, and were in 
Number about ſixty thouſand, where he told them, he 
was their King, demanding what they would have ? They 
anſwer'd him, They de/ir'd he would make them, their 
Heirs and Lands, free for ever, ſo that they l 
nt be called or reputed Bondmen. He granted them 
their Deſire ; upon which the major Part of the Re- 
dels, eſpecially the Ee Men, returned home, leav- 


ing only ſome of their chief Men to get their Pardon 
and Charter of Freedom paſs'd and tign'd. But Wa- 


Tyler and his Kentiſh Men, in Number about twenty 


thouſand, remained {till unſatisfy'd, and perſiſted to kill vn. 


and plunder whom they pleas'd. The ing afterwards Rebels, 
2225 . made 
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1311. made more advantageous Offers to them, ſending them 
O three ſeveral Charters, but nothing would be accepted 


Yet they pretended they would be quiet upon reaſong 
ble Conditions, and War Tyler ſaid, he would embray 
Peace if he liked the Conditions. The Kiug being deh. 
rons to know what thoſe Conditions were, and for 
the Peace of the Nation being willing to comply with 
them, he with many of his Nobles, his Guards, the 
Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, went in- 
to Smithfield, and ſent Sir Foh» Newton to fummong 
Mat Tyler to come and treat with him about the Ant. 
cles to be inſerted in their Charter. Sir John thinkin 
it Condeſcenſion 15555 in the King to ſend 0 f 
mean à Subject, haſtned Wat Tyler to attend his Ma 
jeſty, but he haughtily bid him tell his Maſtet, be walt 
tome when be ſaw bit ou Time: and tho” be ſet for 
ward, yet he marched ſo flowly as tho! the King were 
to walt for him. He making this Delay, Sir Jh was 
ſent to him again, to quicken his Pace, and becauſe 
he approach'd him mounted, Vat Tyler was ſo highly 
offended, that he told him it became him to alight from 
his, Horfe in his Preſence, and drew his Dagger at Sir 
Jobs to kill him; and tho? he was in the Preſence of 
the King would not lay aſide his Fury; upon. which 
the King commanded Sir John to deliver up his Dy: 
£7.90 Him and ſubmit. The King and Wat 2 be- 
ing met, he ſhew'd but very little Reſpect to the King, 
and his Demands were as exorbitant; for he demanded 
- that the antient Laws of the Realm ſhould be aboliſh: 
ed; that the Sword which was born before the Kug 
ſhould be delivered to him, and many other inſolent 
Things not fit to be granted. Upon which Wilkan 
Walworth the Mayor of London and Alderman Phi 
pot, Men of an undaunted Courage and à zealous 
Loyalty, being incenſed at Tyler's Inſolence, told 
the King, chat Tyler's ride 846. viour was Mk 
rable, and that being 'within bis Juriſcdickion, he deff 
be night have Liberty to arreſt the Traitor, and he would 
tofe hrs Liſe if it did not ſucceed. The King at firſt be- 
e of the Iſſue of ſuch an Attempt, was ut 
"willing to permit it, but at laſt conſented. And the 
Mayor Waiting an Opportunity, and obſerving Tyler to 
15200 his. ger as if he deſigned ſome fatal rroke, 


4 
and then to lay tis Hand on the King's Bridle, ridilg 
pro 'bitn, "itmmediarely with his Dagger ſtrack him 9 
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the Head, and Phiſpot running his Sword into his Bo- 1 Ri. 11; 


dy, he fell dead at the King's Horſe's Feet. Mat Ty- 


ler's Party ſeein their Captain flain, urged one another 2 — 54 
to revenge his Blood, crying, Our Captain is murder d, the Rebels 
het us revenge bis Death, and bent their Bows to ſhoot dperſed. 


at the Murtherers, as they called them. The King con- 
ſdering the Danger the Mayor and Alderman were in, 
clapping Spyrs to his Horſe, rode bravely up to them, 
ſaying, 22 will you kill your King! Never grieve for 
the Death of @ Traitor; I will be your Captain and Lea- 
der; follow me into the Fields, aud I will grant you 
what you dęſire. This had ſo great an Influence up- 
on them, that they laid aſide their Intentions of killing 
the Mayor, and march'd with the King into St. George's 
Heldt, thinking themſelves ſecure. of obtaining their 
Requeſts from him. In the mean Time Mr. H/ahworth 
the Mayor poſted to the City and brought with, him 
2 thouſand Citizens well arm'd,, who were gat together 
and commanded by Sir Kabert Knowls, waiting to be 
Aſſiſtant to the King, when it ſhould he moſt ſeaſona- 
ble; ſo marching immediately. in good Order inta St. 
George's Fields to the King, the Radble ſeeing them, 
were terrified, and flinging down their Arms, beg'd 
the King's Pardon, which he granting them, they; fled, 
and got home as faſt as they could. The Nobles who 


attended the King adviſed him to execute three or four 


hundred of them immediately for a Terror to others: 
But the King could not be brought to conſent to that, 
but order'd that the City of London ſhould give them 
no Entertainment, and that the Heads of them ſhauld 
de apprehended and puniſhed according to Law. How- 
erer he (ent_ them the like Charter he had granted to 
thoſe of Efzx and other Countries, "rr 
The Tumult being thus appeas'd, the King, in Re- 
ward of the good Service, that the Mayor and Alder- 
man Philpot had done him, with ſo great Hazard of 
their own Lives, confer'd the Honour of Knighthood 
* them, and John Standiſh, Nicholas Brambre, Ni- 
ebolas Twiford and Jobs Lawcid Aldermen ; and in 
perpetual Memory of the Loyalty of the City of Lon- 
an, commanded the Dagger to be added to their Arms, 
and gave an hundred Pounds a Year to Sir Hilliam, 
and forty Pounds a Year to the reſt. This Tumult 
being quieted, the King a to the Tower, * 
| * * 4 


hy, 
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1381. he was receiv'd by his Mother with exceeding preat 


3 | wh! 
ther Parts of This Spirit of Rebellion was not confin'd to Ly. 


don, but had ſpread it ſelf thro” ſeveral other Parts af 
the Nation, upon the ſame Pretences, by the Inſtigati. 
on of the ſame Emiſſaries Fob» Ball and Fobn Wray, 
two ſeditious Prieſts, who had contributed very much 
to the riſing of the Kentiſß Rebels, they having a ſpe- 
cia} Talent of haranguing the People into Difcontents 
and Rebellion. Near St. Edmond's-Bury Robert Weſt 
broom an Inn-keeper and John Wrau the Prielt, had 
got together a Body of fifty thouſand Men, who went 
about the Country plundering and murthering Lawyers, 
Juſtices, and all ſuch -Perſons as they imagined to be 
the Inſtruments of keeping the People in Slayer, 
They beheaded the Lord Chief Juſtice Sir John Carer 
diſb, and alſo John of Cambridge, the Prior of Bun, 
foreing the Monks of the Abbey to bring forth and bum 
thoſe Writings, by which the Privileges” of the Mong 
ſtery over the Townſmen were granted and confirm'd, 
and that the Abbot, who had eſcaped from them, ſhould 
not recover his former Privileges, they took a Crols, 
Chalice and Jewels belonging to the Monaſtery % 
Pledges, to oblige the Abbot for the Recovery of them 
to ſeal a Releaſe of all Services to them. Great Num- 
bers alſo appear'd about St. Albans, under the Command 
of a common Chandler; who committed unheard of 
Outrages and Cruelties,” NNN 7 
There were alſo the like Tumults in Cambridge 
ſhire, and many Miſchiefs done, and alſo in the Iſe d 
Eh, and in Norfolk. John Litteſter a Dyer of Norwi 
headed a vaſt Mob, and was tiled by them King df 
the Commons; they with the like Fury deſtroy'd the 
Lawyers, Lords of Manors and others. Theſe Re 
bels thought themſelves more politick than their Fe 
lows in other Parts of the Nation; for they com 
pell'd the Lord Scales, Sir John Brewes, Sir Steph 
Hales, Sir William Morley and Sir Robert Salle, and 
other Gentlemen to join with them, both to increit 
their Numbers, and to make their Party more coul 
derable. But Sir Robert Salle having too much L. 
alty to be of the Party of ſuch a rebellious Rabble 
and too much. Courage to conceal his Sentiments 4 
heir upjultifiable Proceedings, reproving the Ann 
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and the ill Conduct of it, was knock'd on the Head by. J. Ri. n. 


them, but the reſt of them ſav'd their Lives by ſervile 
Compliances; for they were forced to ſerve Litteſter 
on their Knees, and applaud his brave Endeavours 
for the Liberties of the People. The Rebels likewiſe at- 
tempted to bring the Earl of Szfolk to unite with 


them, but he having notice of their Deſigns, made his. 


eſcape in Time, and went to the King. When News 


was brought them of the Proclamation of Pardon to 
the Rebels about London, they till kept in a Body, and 


ſent three of their chief Leaders with Sir William Mor- 


ly, and Sir John Brewes, with a large Sum of Money, 
which they had extorted from the Citizens of Norwich, 


to ſave their Town from being, burnt, to obtain their 
Pardon. 


tal Temper, being zealous to free his Dioceſe from 
ſach Diſturbers of the publick Peace, was at that time 
marching with _ eighty Lances and a few Archers to- 
wards the Rebels, and being met near Neu- Marlet by 


Meſſengers from the Rebels, of whom he enquired in- 


to their Number and Condition, and finding that 
three of the Chief of them were in the Number of 
thoſe Meſſengers, he beheaded them, and ſet their 
Heads up at New-market ; and being informed that their 


Camp lay at North-Walſham f. entrenched, he 


with Sir J/illiam Morley, and Sir John Brewes, gather- 
ed an Army of ſuch Gentlemen and others as flock'd 
to them in their March, aſſaulted and routed them, 
and having taken Litteſter and ſeveral others of his Aſ- 
ſociates, he beheaded them, but ſent John Wraw the 
Prieſt with ſeveral others to London to be puniſhed ac- 
cording to their Deſerts. | | 


Henry Spencer Biſhop of Norwich, a Man of a mar- The Biſhop 
Gs ho 
Rebels, 


The Troubles of the Nation being thus a little quiet- The King. 


ed, tho" not ſettled, the Regenc 


in order to complete the Quiet of it at preſent, and td ... 


ſecure it for the future, to raiſe an Army; the King 


therefore ſummoned together all his Friends about Lan- 


an, and alſo ſent to ſuch Perſons of Intereſt in the 
Countries, as he knew to be well affected, to attend 
tim, and to bring along with them what Men they 
could, well armed; ſo that by this means in a few Days 
lime he had got agallant Army of above forty thouſand 
Men, whom he muſtered himſelf in Perſon at Black- 
ah. No ſooner had the King gotten together this 

| "NONE S 4 Force 


thought it neceſſary raiſes an 


- 
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36. Force, but he receiv'd News, that the People were 1. 
en again in Nen, and at Billenca in Eßer; the King 
Riker in reſdlv d to go bimſelf into Kewe with Part of his Army, 
Kent and ald to deſtroy the whole Country, and to ſend the Fatt 
Eſſex. of Buckingham and the Lord Ptercy to quell the Eſzx 
Men, who e the King for theit Liberty, tho 
he had promiſed it before, he made this reply; bey were 
or Villains, and ſo they ould remain. Howen by 
the earneſt Perſuaſion of the Lords, the Fury of his 
afſion was ſomething allay'd, The Earl of Burk: 
bam, and Sir Thomas 2 with a conſiderable Num. 
ber of Forces were ſent down into Eſſeæx, who find- 
ing the Rebels intrench'd between Brllenca and Hatfield 
everel, within Ditches and Carts, they attack'd their 
Camp and ronted them, killing five hundred, and tak- 
jng eight hundred Horſes; the reſt making their eſcape 
to Colchefter, ſollicited the Inhabitants to join with 
them, but they retuling, they went from thenceto 94. 
bury, but were ſo cloſely perſued by the Lord Frz- 
Walter, that they were almoſt all either flain or taken Pri- 
ſoners. The like Succeſs had the King's Army over the 
Rebels in Kent: Theſe Diſturbances being thus compo- 
ſed, a general Quietneſs$ appeared all over the Nation, 
which facilitated the Puniſhment of thefe Heads of the 

Rebels who were reſerved for Juſtice. . | 

Reveral Re- Sit William Watlworth, the Mayor of London, h 
bel execu- taken ſeveral of the Ring-Leaders of the Rebels, as 


Jarl Straw, John Kerby, Allen Threader, and John Stir- 
ting, who had made his boaſt, that he had killed the 
A of Canterbury with his own Hand ; theſe 
Perſons, being fefz'd within his Juriſdiction, wete by 
Law to be tried before him, and accordingly receiv'd 
Sentence to be beheaded, and were executed. 
25 Sraws Jah Straw, without any Promiſes or Hopes of Par- 
aßeſſion. don, confeſs'd ingenuouſſy, when he was at the Place 
of Execution: That had they been ſucceſsful in their 
«Enterpriſe, and could have gotten all the Power in- 
to their own Hands, as they had no fmall Reaſon to 
hope, being ſo very 5 they intended to have 
lain the King, Noblemen, Biſhops, Knights, eſpeciall)j 
Monks, Canons, the Hoſpitalfers, Parſons, and all 
* the richeſt and wealthieſt of the Commons, and 
“ ſeized upon their Poſſeſſious, leaving only the Fryars 
Mendicants to adminiſter Sacraments and divine det: 
+ vice; And when they had thus igorten ag ws 
| | | 
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fi. Hands, they would have eſtabliſhed new Laws for 7. M. II. 


ing the Government of the Realm, which they had con- 
my triv'd to divide among their Leaders. Wat Tyler was 
"att to be King of Kent, and others of them in other 
ſex Countries were to have their petty Kingdoms. This | 
tho © he ſaid was true, as God ſhould help him in theſe his | 
vere { laſt Moments. TOTS * 
r by Jobn Ball the Prieſt, who was taken near Coventry, | 
his was ſent up and tried before the King at St. Albant, with 
ing- others of the Rebels,” which were brought thither from 
um. Hartford Goal. Ball behav'd himſelf towards the 
ind- King with great Irreverence and Inſolence, and tho“ he 
eld was advis'd to tender his. Submiſſion, and to beg Par- 
heir don, yet he would not hearken to the Advice, but 
ak treated his Adviſers contemptuouſly ; ſo he was con- 
ape demn'd and executed with fifteen others, on July 15. 
vith As for the reſt of the Rebels, who were in ſeveral Coun- 
5d. ties of the Nation, the King ſent out his Judges with 
2 Commiſſions to try them. The chief Juſtice Treſilian 
Pri- went into Efex, arid the King himſelf went 
the with him, and was preſent at their Examinations. The 
po- Eſex Men addreſs'd themſelves bare-foot to the King 
ion, for Mercy, in a Body of about five hundred, and obtaĩn 
the it, upon Condition, that they ſhould ſurrender up to Ju- 
| tice the chief Inſtruments. of raiſing the Rebellion, 
had which they did; and being too many to be executed af - 
28 ter the uſual Manner, which was by beheading, they 
Ye were hang'd ten or twelve on a Beam at Che/msford. The 
the like Execution was alſo done in other Counties where 
heſe the Rebellion had been, nor did the Lords of Manor 
e by deal with their Tenants with leſs Severity, puniſhi 
d miny of them with Death, ſo that, as it was compured,, 
no leſs than fifteen hundred ſuffered. This Rebellion 74's 
Par- was afterwards imputed to the Principles of F*cki:fFand no cauſe. of 
lace his Followers, of whom John Ball is ſaid to have been this Nebel- 
their one; but that this Aſperſion was an Invention af he 
in- Monkiſn Hiſtorians to blacken the Doctrines of the Pro- 
n to teſtants, ſeems very plain; in that the Rebels us'd great 
have Cruelties to ſome of the Wicklifftes, as alſo the 
ally Duke of Lancaſter, and in that HYicklif himſelf who 
all did then reſide at his Parſonage of Lutterwortb, was 
and never in the leaſt called in Queſtion for this Rebellion; 
yars and tho? it- is faid that John Ball who was Abe, / wry 
et- ar, was impriſoned by the Archbiſhop for preaohinj 
thelr iclliſfe's Doctrine, yet it is very probable that norhis 
ands Ba Opinions, 
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The Duke 
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Opinions, but his Diſcontents, made him forward to 
promote theſe Diſturbances of the Nation, and there. 


fore the Blame ought not to be laid, either on Wiel. 
LF or his Doctrines. 


During the Time of theſe Diſturbances in England, 


— — the Duke of Lancaſter continued in Scotland, more for 


duri 


Rebellion, 


Feace. | 
report, that the 


mis the Security of his own Perſon, to whom, he knew, 


they bore. a deadly Hatred, than to conclude the Peace; 
for upon the firſt News of theſe Commotions, he ſud. 
denly clapt up the Peace with the Scozs, becauſe if they 
had heard of them, they would certainly have rejected 
all. Propoſitions for it. And altho' the Scots were vex- 
ed that the Duke had by his Policy debar'd them from a 
great Advantage. upon 5, wed; yet they made himan 

ffer of twenty thouſand Men, to guard him againſt 
the Rebels, if he had a Mind to return home, or if he 
would rather ſtay there till the Storm was over, they 
offer'd him the Accommodations of Holy-Rood Houſe, 
the latter of which the Duke accepted of and ſtay' 
ſome Months in Scotland, after the Concluſion of the 


ke of ; Lancaſter was gone over to 
the Scots, and had obtain'd of them an Army to invade 


and conquer, England; but as ſoon as the Rebellion was 
cover, the Duke cleared himſelf of that Aſperſion, by 


2 I; \ i 


A 
Duke of 


er; 
and Earl of 
Nor thrembey- 
land. ' 


ſending an Account to the King of the Reaſons of his 
Stay; aſſuring his Majeſty, that if he had any Suſpicion 
of his Diſloyalty, he would either come to him without 
Attendants, or at his Command go into a voluntary 
Exile. But the King giving no Credit to the Report, 
ſent him Word he mightreturn with his Retinue; and 
when the Dake arriv'd at Court, gave him a hearty 


#4 i 


Welcome. 


Not long after his Arrival a furious Quarrel barge: 
* 


deter een che ed between the Duke of Lancaſter and Earl of 
tbamberlanud; becauſe Sir Matthew Redman, Governor 


of Berw:ck under the Earl, had by the Earl's Orders de- 
nied Admittance to the Dake into that Gariſon, when 
he was. on the Borders of Scotland. The Duke com- 
plaining of this to the King, in the Preſence of the Earl, 


and acculing him of Infidelity, Ingratitude, and Diſobe- 


dience; the Earl being a Man of a warm Temper, 
broke out into foul an reproachful Language againſt 
the Duke, nor would he forbear altho* the King com- 
mandcd him Silence; upon which the King order'd 2 

7 7 ere. er x Fa 


His N gave the Rebels an occaſion to 
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to be arreſted and impriſoned, but he was ſet at Li- 5. Ri. u. 
9h by the Earls of Warwick and Suffolt undertak- A 
ing for his Appearance at the next Parliament. About 
his Time the King made William Courtney Biſhop of 
London, who was a zeatous;Oppoſer of Wickhf and 
dis Doctrines. 11. r | 
The Parliament met again about the beginning of No- $;,q, part- 
rember, and the Duke of Lancaſter, and the Earl of ament, its 
| Northamberland attended it with very great Retinues _ and 
ther Men in Arms. The Earl and his Men were lodg'd 


ected in the City, the Duke and his Company in the Sub- 


1 ubs, and both went daily to the Parliament-houſe, at- 

. tended with their Guards, to the great Terror of the 

a Citizens. The Debate of the Houſes about the Quarrel + 

. | of theſe two great Men, took up ſo much Time be- 

05 fore it was fully decided by the King, that they could 

oc Wl not proceed to any other Buſineſs, before News came 

270 of the Arrival of the rv ar Dover, and ſo the Par- 

| kde lament was prorogued to give Attendance at her Re- 

i ception, and the Celebration of the Marriage: For a 

1 0 great Namber of the Nobilit M and Members of Pa- 
liament, were ſent down to Dover to receive her, and 2 


_ honourably conduct her to the King's Preſence. The 
| Mayor, and Aldermen, and a great Number of Citi- 


* zens, met her at Black-heath, and attended her into the 

KW City with great Honour, and ſo ſhe was conducted to 

out the King at Weſtminſter. "om mL tl i ot 

tar A few Days after ſhe was married to the King by the ne x. ing's 
v2 Archbiſhop of Canterbury, by the Name of Anne, Marriage, 
. Daughter to the late r mY Charles IV. and Siſter and Queen's 
Ar to the preſent Emperor Menceſlaur. Her Coronation, rondon. 
wy which was with great Splendor and Magnificence, fol- 

"all lowed ſoon after, all the Nobility of the Nation at- 

00 tending, and ſparing no Coſt, to heighten the State and 

gl Glory of that Day. Theſe Solemnities being ended, the 

de. Parliament met, and enacted ſeveral good Laws, for 

den the Benefit of the Publick; and among the reſt enacted, 


a, That all Manumiſſions, Obligations, Releaſes, Se. 
wy made by Force and Compulſion, in the late T'umults, 
1. ſhould be void: And alſo an Act to indemnify ſuch 
yer, Perſons, who had done any Thing in their own De- 
At fence, againſt the Rebels, out of the ordinary Courſe 

of Law. That ſuch Perſons, as in the late Froubles 


4 had loſt Deeds, or any other Writings, upon Proof of 
dhe Contents, their Effects ſhould be confirmed other- 


wiſe 
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. wile to them: And at the Requeſt of the Lords and 
"Y > Commons, the Lord Scroop was made Chancellor 
The bar and Sir Hugh Seagrave Treaſurer. 
ef March in About this Time Eamund Mortimer, Earl of March 
d Lieutenant of Ireland, died in that Nation, having 9 
his prudent Government, ſettled that barbarous Peg. 
plwKhie in great Peace and Order. He left one Son, Roger 
w Who ſucceededihim in the Earldom, and one Daughter, 
Anu,” who by Richard, Earl of Cambridge, was Grand. 

mother to King Edward IV. About this Time, Joby 

Wiclliſf publiſhed an Explication of ſeveral of his Do- 

ctrines and Opinions, which the Archbifhops and Bi. 

ſhops were very zealous to ſuppreſs. | 

Seventh Far- The Parliament met again at Weſtminſter, May the 
Fament, its Gb, in which, at the earneſt Petition of the Knight 
Taxess Of the Shire, John Hraw, who had been active in the 
| Rebellion in S Felt, was tried, and after a legal Tris 
was found guilty, and was drawn and hanged. ln this 
Parliament one very memorable AQ is ſaid to have 
deen _ boy” an 5 4 ever 
was in for the Sake of Religion. it, it 

| - / ol was — that Commiſſions ould.” upon 4 Cer 
niſhing trificate and Requeſts of the Biſhop into Chancery, be 
directed by the Chancellor to the Sheriffs, and others, 

for the apprebending certain Preachers of Hereſy, who 

without the Licence of their Ordinaries, preached not 
only in Churches and Church-Vards, but in Market 
Places, and other Places of Concourſe, Sermons full of 

Error and Hereſy, and their Followers; and to keep 

them in ſtrong Priſons, until they ſhall juſtify them. 

ſelves according to the Law of the holy Church. by 

the Authority of this Act, the Biſhops did not only 
proſecute the Followers of Mietlif's Doctrine, with 

— Severity, but procured Commiſſions from the 

ing, directed to themſelves, to proſecute them, and 
ſd:cruelly impriſoned them in their own Houſes, and 
puniſhed them as they pleaſed. - But this Ac, tho! put 
in dur Statme-Book, was not paſſed by the Aſſent of 
#heCommons,.(as Mr. Fox, in his Acts and Monument,, 


page 406, ſhews,) but was rrp mage 
. ___ the Bifhops of the King, to wreak their Malice ag 
thoſe whom they were pleaſed to call Hereticks. 1 his 
Parliament alſo granted the King a Subſidy ; but upon 
Gondition, that it ſhould be employed in preparing 


This 


Navy to guard the Nation by Sea. 
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is Year Fohn Northampton alias Comberton, Mayor 6. N. II 
3 ing with Sorrow, the Lewdneſs and Ye 
Debauchery of the Citizens, ſet about the Suppreſſion e 
of them with great fy = re and it is-ſaid he was put dungs hap- 
won it by John Mictliſß, becauſe he ſaw the Biſhops Pens. 
Miniſters tolerated all Manner of Lewdneſs, for Mo- 
ney. He ſeverely puniſhed all ſuch as he found guilty 
of Whoring, by impriſoning them, as well the Men 
x the Women; and cauſing the Women to be carried 
thro' the Street with their Hair horn, after the Manner 
that Thieves, in thoſe Days, were uſually expoſed to 
Shame, with Trumpets and Pipes playing before them; 
nor was he more favourable to the Men. The Biſhops 
were highly diſpleaſed at the Mayor, for this Refor- 
mation, and forbad him, pretending, that the Puniſh- 
ment of ſuch lmmoralities, belonged to their Juriſdi- 
gion, rather than the Mayor's : But that did not at al 
deter him ſo long as his Mayoralty laſted. 

About this Time a great Earthquake happened, which Several Ac- 
ſhook down diverſe Houſes, and Churches, and chief- cidns tus 
lyin Kent. This happened upon Queen Aue s Arri-  - _.. 
val in England from Bohemia, and as ſoon as ſhe had 
ſet her Foot on Shore, the Ship in which ſhe came over 
being much ſhattered and broken; which was the more 
obſervable, becauſe his ſecond Wife brought a Storm 
with her to the Exgliſß Coaſts, in which the King's 
Baggage was loſt; and many of his Fleet caſt away. 

Not many Days after that, a Hater-Shake (as it was 
called) happen'd, which daſhed the Ships in the Havens 
ſo violently one againſt another, that many of them re- 
ceived great Damage. 3 4 a4” TELLS ws) 

At Newcaſtle upon Tine, as two Ship-Carpenters 
were ſquaring a Piece of Timber, wherever they hew'd, 
Blocd iſſued forth in Abundance, as Sir Jobn 
relates This Year the uſe of Guns came in, and Sir 
Hugh Calverley, Governor of Calais, was the firſt 
that employed them in the Ezgl;fo Service. And a 
bout St. Thomas's Day, ſuch great Rains fell that cauſed 
great Inundations, drowned many Villages, and broke 
down diverſe Bridges. 1 | 


The King being now arrived at the ſeventeenth 1 


of his Age, began to diſcover his Inclinations. He Piſpoltion 

affected the State and Magnificence of a King, was ge- at ſeventeen 

derous and liberal, exceeding all his Anceſtors in ſtately Age. of 

Equipages, and the pompous, Gallantry-of u „ | 
ut 
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1382. But he did not reliſh the burthenſom Cares and hazard. 
dus Atchievements of a Crown, giving himſelf up u 
Eaſe and Pleaſures, and beſtowing his Favours upon 

thoſe, who by their Flatteries encouraged and applayg. 

Bis Favou- ed him in that Courſe of Life. The chief of theſs 
rites. were the Archbiſhop of York, the Earl of Oxford, and 
Michael de la Pool, a Merchant's Son of London, and 

the Lord Chief Juſtice Treſilian: And whilſt others 

bore the heavy Toils of Government, ſcarcely receiy. 

ing Thanks for their Pains, theſe Perſons had the Ex, 

the Company, and the Favour of the King, which cauſ- 

ed great Diſcontents in the one, and raiſed Pride and 
Inſolence in the other. One of theſe Favourites having 
obtained a Grant of ſome of the King's Revenue, 

went to the Lord Chancellor Scroop, to have it con- 

firmed by the Great Seal: But the Chancellor well 

Lord Sc knowing, that Gifts ought to be the Rewards of Merit 
the chmee only, and that it was hardly agreeable to the Trult te- 
and the Oc- poſed in him to confirm thoſe Grants raſhly, that the 
efonofit. King had given indiſcreetly, put him off with this Au- 
ſwer, That the King was himſelf much in Debt, and 

« that all Profits. of the Crown were therefore to be 
employed for the Benefit of the King; wherefore 

< he refuſed to ſet. his Seal to ſuch Grants, till the 
King was of greater Age and Judgment. The pe- 
titioner goes preſently to the King, and repreſents the 
Chancellor's Refuſal with aggravating, Circumltances; 

the King impatient of Oppoſition, ſends to him, im- 
mediately to deliver up the Seal; but he refuſed to te- 

ſign it, till the King came in Perſon to demand it 

which he ſoon did : And at parting with 15 the Chan. 

cellor, with all due Reſpect, told him, That ſince his 
Fidelity to his Intereſt was ſo diſpleaſing to him, be 

« never would again ſerve: him in any Place of Truſ, 

«+ tho? he would obey him as a good Subject.“ _ The 

King gave the Seal to Robert Braybrook, Biſhop of Lax 

don, but it much diſguſted the Parliament, who had 

put the Lord Scroop into the Place, and alſo diſcon- 

tented the People, who from the Opinion they had af 

his great Knowledge and ee uſtice, accounted 
him the fitteſt Perſon in the Nation for thah Office, 

Fighch Par- Soon after this, the Parliament met at Meſtminſin, 
liament, and. who when they had confirm'd the Charter, and old 
is Ai. Laws, according to the uſual Cuſtom ; made an AC, 
That Deeds enrolled, that bad been torn and Hot ö 


the Me 


Eglise Soldiers, being weary 


ing ſmall Cities in Sain, and taking them, put Gari- 


* 
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« by the Rebels, ſhould be exemplified under the King's 6. Ri. II. 


« oreat Seal, and that ſuch Exemplifications ſhould be 
© of as great Force as the Originals. Mr. Fox in his 
Ads and Monuments, Page 406, ſets down a Petition 
« of this Parliament, wherein the Commons humbly 
© requeſt of the King, that the Act made the laſt Seſ- 
« fion, giving the Biſhops Authority upon their Certifi- 
; cates into Chancery, to require Commiſſions to ap- 
© prehend, and impriſon the Preachers, Maintainers 
«© and Abettors of Hickkf*s Doctrines ſhould be diſ- 
© annulled, becauſe it was procured without their Con 
© ſent ; and the King yielded to their Petition. 

Notwithſtanding this, by the Artifices of the Biſhops, 
the aforeſaid Repeal was repreſs'd, and Proſecutions 
carried on by Virtue of that ſurreptitious AQ, without 
the leaſt Regard had to the Repeal. 

This Parliament granted the King a fingle Fifteenth 
only, for which the King granted a general Pardon to 


all concern'd in the former Rebellion, ſome of the 


War began, to be The war be- 
rban had ſent over tween the 
Antipopes. 


moſt notorious being excepted. 
About this Time the ſecond Hol 
eſpous'd in England. For Pope 
his Bulls to the Biſhop of Norwich granting large Par- 
don of Sin, and promiſing as great Imputations of Me- 
nit and Happineſs, as if they were to go againſt Turks 
and Infidels, to all ſuch as would either go in Perſon, 
of contribute Money, to maintain a War-againſt Pope 


Clement his Adverſary. And the Clergy —— up 
the 


the Merit of this Expedition, had engag'd many o 
Nobility and Gentry, as well as the common People 
to undertake it. . | 


* wn 


Near the latter End of the Summer, the Earl of Earl of ca- 


Cambridge returned with the Exgliſh Army under his 


bridge re- 
turns out 


Command, out of Portugal, much diſſatisfied with the Peimgal. 


ill Succeſs of his Expedition. For beſides that he 
had a very dangerous Paſiage, when he arriv'd there, 
be found the King of Portugal very back ward in his 
Preparations, as tho? he was ſcarcely reſolv'd upon a 
War, and by his dilatory Proceedings, had given Time 
to the King of Spain, to procure ſuch Aid out of France 
aud Arragon, as was too ſtrong to be oppos'd. The 
Idleneſs, could not by 
the Perſuaſions of their General be kept from attempt- 
ing ſomething, and ſo invaded ſome of the neighbour- 


ſons 


1352. ſons into them; but the King of Portagal was ſo anen 


d, that he refus'd to pay the Enghfþ according 
Agreement; but they reſolving to*plunder the Count 
and pay themſelves, he came to an Agreement with 
them, clap'd up à Peace with the King of Spain, and 
ſeut them away. But this — > wodke wa ſo in. 
venſed the Earl, that. he departed very angry, and would 
not leave his Son behind him, tho? he had been affian- 
ced to the King of Portagui's Daughter. |; 
Nimb Parli= Soon atterChrefizas,the Parliament met again at V=, 
ament, it minſter, to whom the Conſideration of the Expedition 
— againſt the Adherents of Pope Clement were referred, 
Was debated and dilallow'd ;. but, the-Clergy made ſuch 
Intereſt, that at ＋ it was permitted, and to defray 
the Charge of the Expedition, the Fifteenth, that had 
been lately granted to the King, was appropriated, and 
in lieu thereof a Tenth of the Clergy was granted to 
The Biſhop The io p.of Norwich having obtain'd this Enconr- 
of Nerwic'sagement, immediately ſent Letters to all Perſons in his 
fefa Dioceſe to preach up the Merit of this Holy War, and 
of to pronounce Pardon of Sin to all, who would go to 
rope -Cle-" it, and the ſame was done by the Parſons in the other 
ment. -Dioceſes; by which means by the beginning of the 
„Spring, he had gotten together an Army ot fifteen 
.thouſand Foot, and two thouſand Hotſe. Few of 
the Noblemen engaged init, becauſe the Duke of Lax 
caſter appos d it, and would not join in it, unleſs they 
would have made War upon the King of Caſtile, who 
was al ſo of Pope Clemex?'s Party. Sir Hugh Calverh, 
and ſeveral other Knights accompanied the Biſhops in 
this War; and April 23* they put to Sea, and landed at 
Calais. When they were arriv'd there, they entredin- 
to a Conſultation, which. Way they ſhould bend thei 
Forces: Some —— inva — . a 
Flanders in- Was for invadi ders, which they did, and in the 
vaded, and beginning of May, beſieged and took Gravelin, Bur. 
ef burg, Dunkirk and Mardyke, in leſs than three Weeks, 
der dl. Upon this, the Earl of ſent to the Biſhop, to 
know the Reaſon why he made War upon him, who 
return'd him Anſwer, - becauſe he had a Commiſſion to 
aſſault all the Abettors of Pope Clement. The Mel 
ſengers replied, they then were his Friends and Alli, 
being for Pope Urban. But this did not divert the h. 
ſuop from his Territories, * the Duke raiſing #1 
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Men flain, and the Zxgl; became Maſters cf all the 
Country between Grarclin and Slarce, and got as much 
Spoil as laded 41 Ships, of the Riches of the Coun- 

The Earl of $landers being thus reduc'd to the 


army of twelve thouſand Men, . engag'd them near 7 Ri. 11. 
Mardike, but was' routed, having nine thoufand of his YO 


- 


weſt Ebb of Fortune, ſolicited the King of Fance 


for Succout; and being ſeconded by the King of Bar- 

, prevall'd, and the King of Fraxce raiſed an Ar- 
my of a hundred thouſand Men. In the mean Time, 
the Ergliſß having been reinforced with twenty thou- 
ſand Gauntiers, laid Siege to the City of Tpres, but the 
Earl of Flanders haſtening out the French Army againſt 
them, oblig'd them to raile the Siege, and retire to Bur- 
lu, in which they fortified themſelves, with Wag- 
zons ſer upon the Rampiers, and Ditches: The French 
perfued them and belieged them, but by the Mediation 


of the Duke of Bretagne; a Compoſition was made, The French 
that upon ſurrendring the Town to the French, 2 | 
gliſh out 

. £ Flanders. 

to Calais, and ſo all the Places they had taken fell into 


Eugliſb ſhould have ſafe Conduct with Bag and Baggage 


the Hands of the French. The Biſhop of Norwich ſent 
word to King Richard, of the Poſture of his Affairs, 
dpon which the King ordered the Duke of Laxcaſter to 
haſten over; with all the Force he could get, torelieve 
the Biſhop ;- but he delay'd ſo long, that the Biſhop had 
left all, and was landed in England, having left behind 
dim the Prey that they had gotten, and burnt the Ships 
that they might not fall into the Enemy's Hands. Which 
Management the King ſo reſented, that he ſiezed upon 


the Biſhop's Temporalities, aud imptiſoned Sir Thoma 


Trivet, and Sir William Elmham, ſoon after their Return. 


After the Exgliſh Army were gone, the French and +44, x, 
Scots began CR ton "Ravnges on the Engliſh, the 2 
Sets by Land, and the Hrench by Sea. The Scots in- Jad, Be- 
nded the Northern Borders, drove away a great Booq 


of Cattle, took the Caſtle of Werk and burnt it. The 
trench ſent out ſeveral Ships to infeſt the Coaſts, and 
annoy the Paſſage into Gaſcoigu and Flanders, The 
Scots met with no Oppolition till the Parliament met, 
and raiſed a Tax to defray the Charge of the Expedi- 


tion. The Inhabitants of Portſmonth, and the neigh- 


bouring Towns, fitted out ſome Ships to defend their 
Coaſts, who after a ſharp Engagement, took five French 
Ships. Another Squadron of Exgliſh Ships took eight 

Vol. I. T a French 
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* , 2383 French Ships, having on board one thouſard five hun. | 
SV deed Tan Wine, f November, the P 2 
ut the nning of November, the Parliamen ke 
Tenth Par- met, and reſolved, that a puiſſane Army ſhould — £4 ( 
Acts and diately be raiſed, to repreſs the Inſolence of the Sy probal 
Taxes. and gave the King half a Tenth towards the Charge: pen d, 
and becauſe it would take up ſome Time to raiſe the the Kit 
Army, they ordered a Tax to be allowed to the Lou WR withdr 
of the North to d the Borders, till the Am Jains 4 
could arrive. The Scots hearing this, ſent Meſſengers and ho 
the King for the Continuance of the Truce which they WW Duke « 
had broken; but their Suit was denied. The Care of WW fach / 
providing, and the Command of this Army, was given Wl tisßed. 
to the Duke of Laxcaſter and Earl of Buckingham, wii Wl uge in 
Orders to be ready to march early in the Spring, the Lo! 
A Peace pro: The Duke of Bretagne ſeeing Matters to ripen apace be: that T 
% tweenthe ages and French, he therefore earneſtly ſolic- WW ter, w 
Easiſband ted the Frenc ng to come to a Peace, andprevailed, of WM on Oat 
French. which he with all Speed, acquainted the King of Exgl and aft. 
Only a Truce The Duke of Lancaſter, the Earl of Backingban, St WW Fryars 
Thomas Holland, and Sir Thomas Piercy, were Plenipo- de kep 
tentiariesfor England; the Duke of Berry, the Biſhop of WW what h 
Loan, and the Chancellor of France, were for the Fred: be con 
But the Demands of the French were ſo extravagant, Tower 
that no Peace was concluded, but for the preſent : and the 
| Truce for ten Months was agreed on. In this Te ture, t 
the Scots were included, and the French by an Artice the Fr 
were to give the Scots notice of it. But the Earl d hangin 
Flanders dying, the Duke of Burgundy, who had mu- ing a g 
ried the Earl's Daughter, was 1 taken up in ſettling aud the 
himſelf in his Government, that it was forgotten. Te as tho? 
Preparations for invading Scotland, being compleate, il deſerve 
the Ee . in the Expedition. Early in tix ora 

Spring, the Duke of Lancaſter and Earl of Buchingban 
marched down thither with a great Army, and laid a great D 
the Country waſte, with Fire and Sword, as far as Eur The 
 Gurgh, out of which the Inhabitants were fled with tn: -could | 
beſt of their Goods. The Duke of Burgundy bearing lately r 
of it, immediately diſpatch'd an Embaſſy into Scotin the Bot 


to make up the Breach. But the Scozs having ſuſtained VIE the Su 
A Convoca-machDamage, were very _ brought to fit down will the Inh 
hon out Revenge, tho' it was no Breach of the Truce int Earls | 
which the En ſp, becauſe it had not been confirm'd with the Sch Army 
Duke of X ittle after Eſter, there was a Convocation of te Speats, 
den alete Nobility at Salisbury, in which one John Latimer B. fir as . 


- 


of Treaſon. | „ 
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a Iriſb Fryar, appear'd, andexhibited an Information 7+ Ri. 11 
22 Duke of Lancaſter, that he had a Deſign to 


make away the King, and uſurp the Crown, relating 
ſuch Circumſtances, as render'd the Accuſation very 
probable. The Duke not knowing what had hap- 
pen'd, came into the King's Preſence, and perceiving 
the King to ſhew ſome Diſpleaſure in his Countenance, 
withdrew. The King having conſulted bis two Chap- 
lains about it, ſent for the Duke, and told him by whom, 
and how he had been charg'd with high Trenſon. The 
Duke did not ſhew any Surpriſe of Mind at it, aud gave 
ſuch Anſwers to every Particular, that the King was 1a- 
tified. But that which tended much to the Duke's Advan- 
tagein this Affair was, that the ſame Fryar had alſo accus'd 
the Lord Zoxch of the ſame Treaſon, who being ſick at 
that Time, was brought to Court to beexamin'd in a Lit- 
ter, when he ſolemnly denied the whole Accuſation up- 
on Oath, upon which he was acquitted, and return'd home; 


244 


and after wards became an utter Enemy to all Carmelite 


Fryars. But the Duke defiring that the Fryar might 
de kept in ſafe Cuſtody, till he had cleared himſelf of 
what he had charg'd him with, the King ordered him to 
de committed to the keeping of the Lord Holland in the 
Tower. I'he Night before the Trial was to come on, 


and the Duke was to clear himſelf in a publick Judica- 


ture, the Lord Holland, and Sir Henry Green, entring 
the Fryar's Lodgings, put him to a cruel Death, by 
hanging him up by the Neck, and Privy Members, and lay- 
ing a great Stone upon his Breaſt, which broke his Back; 
aud the next Day they drew his Body through the Streets, 
as tho they had done this by publick Authority, and he had 
deſervedly ſuffered as a Traitor. And tho the Duke was 
Kerelüy thought to be innocent, and the Fryar a falſe 
cculer, before this cruel Action; yet this did the Duke 
great Diſnonour, and made his Innoceney more ſuſpected. 
The Scott notwithitanding the Truce fo lately mad 


could not forbear revenging the Injuries that they ha 


The Scots 


break the 


lately received from the Exgliſh, and therefore (infeſted Truce and 
the Borders with continual Inroads and Plunderings all invade EA. 
the Summer, and in particular did much Damage to 


the Inhabitants of Northumberland. Whereupon the 

Ils of Northumberland and Nottingham, raiſed an 
Army of fix thouſand Archers, and two thouſand 
Speats, and perſued the Scots, ravaging the Country as 
far as Edinburgh, and return'd in Sifoy. 


TY and 


wb . 
4 
. 


Th 
The Truce which had been made with the French, with 


e Truce 
ewed 
Francs 


—— _- —_—_ 


276 cue Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 


_ 1384 and their Allies, being now near expiring, the Duke of 
GY MV Laxcaſter was ſent over again with a very ſplendid E- 
quipage, to endcavour either to conclude a Peace, or 

renew the Truce for a longer Time, and after he had 
continued there a conſiderable Time, he return'd only 

with the News of the Continuation of the Truce til] 

May. While the Duke was in France, one John Nor 
thampron' an Alderman of London, was accuſed by his 

own ' Chaplain of a Conſpiracy againſt the King and 
Government, and railing Stirs in the City. He had 

his Tryal before many of the Nobility at Reading, but al- 

ledged nothing in his own Defence, but that he ought 

not to be condemn'd in the Abſence of the Duke of 
Lancaſter. Being found guilty, he reccived Sentence, 

that all his Goods ſhonld be confiſcate, and himſelf ſat- 

fer perpetual Impriſonment, at an hundred Miles di- 

ſtance from his own Honſe, which Sentence was (tri&- 

ly executed, he being ſent to Tintagil Caſtle in Corn- 

wal. - He had alſo two Aſſociates, ohn More, and 
Richard Norbury, who ſuffered the like Puniſhment, 

Eleventh November the 120, the Parliament met at Heſtminſter, 
yarLament and preſently ſet about raifing Money for the War, 
' Taxes, Which'threatned the Nation from the Bene. and French, 
which they did very liberally; in Compenſation of 

which, the King paſſed ſeveral! Laws for the exact Ad- 
miniſtration of tice. During the Time this Parlia- 
ment was ſitting, the Scots invaded Englamu, and took 

the Ton and Caſtle of Berwicl, by bribing the Go- 
vernor; Who having been put in by the Earl, of Nor- 

Zerwick ta- hamberland, to whom the keeping of that Gariſon 


ken by the did belong by Inheritauce from his Anceſtors, brought 


Sars aud great Blame upon the Earl. For the Duke of Lana 


recovered b 


e ſter, who had no good Will for the Earl; qolggravated 
euer the Matter, that hie had near perſuaded boti the Houſes 
198 of Parliament, that the ſurrendring it to the Scb75 Was 


a treaſonable Conſpiracy between him and His Deputy; 


but the King tak ing notice of the Prejudice and Paſſion 
of the Duke, permitted the Earl to go don for the 
recovering it tho? many of the Nodility were for im. 


priſoning him. The Earl went down into the North 


accordingly; and beſtir'd himſelf ſo briskly among his 
together an Arniy, with 


Friends; char he ſbon gut 


which ie befieged the Caſtle ſo ſtraitly, that tlie Scots 
ſutrendred · ĩt in Aftv / Days, but upon bettet Conditions 
than they had given to thè Eugliſb; wit; iat they ſhould” 


march out with their Arms and Baggage, and * 
22 — 
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Earl ſhould pay them down two thouſand Marks, to.5 Ri. u. 


which the Earl conſented, becauſe he was deſirous to 
recover it in as little Time, and with as little Loſs to 
the Nation as poſſible. This ſet him right again in the 
good Opinion both of King and Parliament. About 
this Time two Combats were 55 before: the King, 
one between Jobn Mallis an Engliſh. Gentleman, and 
a Naverre Eſquire, and the other between John Hef 
and a Navarrois, The Exghifp Gentlemen were Vic- 
tors, and the Navarrois hanged as falſe Accuſers; for 
in thoſe Days Victory in theſe ſingle Fights was ac- 
counted a Token of Innocency.. | 


- 
* 


The Duke of Lancaſter being the King's. Uncle, and The Duke 


chief Governor, was the greateſt Obſtruction to the 


ing impatient of Delays, were buſy in contriving all the 
Ways poſſible to remove him, if not out of the World, 
yet out of the King's Affections; ſo that he was now 
in great Danger of laſing both his Honour and Life by 
their Contrivances. For theſe Paraſites having by forg- 
ed Crimes and Accuſations iacenſed the King againtt 
him, they intended to have had him ſuddenly arreſted 
and tried before Judge Treſilian, who being a Man per- 
fectly framed to their Intereſts, they knew would be 
ready enough to condemn him upon ſuch Evidence as 
they ſhould produce. But theſe Deſigns coming to the 
Duke's Ear, who knowing 3 not 
be ſufficient Guard againſt their bloody Deſigns, fled 
to Pontfract-Caſtle, and drawing in all his Friends of 
the Nobility to his Aſſiſtance, fortified himſelf ſtrongly 
againſt his Adverſaries. The King's Mother foreſeeing 
that if the King perſiſted in his Reſentment, againſt the 
Duke, the Foundation of 2 Civil War was laid be- 
tween the Nobility and the King's Favourites, ſne there- 
fore, altho* ſhe was a very corpulent Woman, and un- 


fit for Travel, undertook the Mediation between the 


King and Duke, and took many Journies from one 
to the theft, and in the Concluſion, by the Duke's du 


tiful Submiſſion, brought them to a thorough Reconci- 


liation, to the great Satisfaction of the Nation and her 
own Honour. «of? 


-o Laucaſ er 
2.280 — . . — otred a= 
ambitious Deſigns of the King's Favourites; who grOW=gaind. 


The Truce between the Engliſh and French being The French 


the 


into Aguitain, ta drive the ENgliſs out from 
27015 F*y thence 


to aps in May, the French reſolv'd to make War upon ad. Sore 
zgliſh vigorouſly, as: ſoon as it was ended; and ac- n che Eng: 
cordingly firſt of all ſent the Duke af Bourbon with an . 
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1386. thenee, and afterwards fitted out a great Fleet, which 
be furniſhed with Land Soldiers, to invade the Coaſts 
of England;' and ſent Admiral de Vienne into Scotland 
with a thouſand Men armed, beſides Croſs-Bows to 
ſtreygthen them and enable them to make the ſtronger 
Oppoſition, and divert the Exgliſb the more. The 
Scots were not at all pleaſed at the Arrival of the 
French, chiefly becauſe their Country being barren, could 
not afford'Forage for Strangers, without ſome Preju- 
dice to the Inhabitants, and beſides thinking themſelves 
ſtrong enough to encounter the Exgliſp, But the 

French Admiral promiſing the King of Scotland a lar 
Sum of Money for the Damages they ſhould ſuſtain, 
and for 'their Aſſiſtance, he agreed to raiſe an Army of 

thirty thouſaud Men to join with the King of France. 
king Rich- King Richard and his Council coming to the Know- 
ard raiſes a ledgę of theſe joint Proceedings againſt the Emgliþ 
great Army Nation, were diligent to provide againſt both, and 
— ſent into all Parts of the Kingdom to ſummon toge- 
e ther an Army, and fitted out a ſtrong Navy under the 
Command of the Lord St. John's, and Sir Thomas 
Piercy. The Apprehenſion of an Invaſion had that In- 
fluence upon the Minds of ſo many, to excite them to 
ſtand up for the Defence of the Publick, that iu a ſhort 
Time the King had an Army of three humdred thouſand 
Men The Duke of Lancaſter was immediately ſent 
With ſixty thouſand towards Scotland, the K ing intending 
| to. follow with the reſt as faſt a$ be could. The Scots, 
before they heard of the Approach of the Duke of Lan- 

. eaſter, were very buſſe in plundering, burning and killin 
Wherever they came: But no ſooner had they News o 
that, but they retreated home, and withdrew themſelyes 
with their Cartel into the Mountains, fo that the Duke met 
with no Oppoſition. The King being arrived at Jer, 
received the News of the Retreat of the Scoti, yet pro- 
ceeded in his Journey, and joined the Duke, and de. 
ſtroyed the Country of Scotland as far as Edinburgh, and 
The King burft the City, all but the Abbey of Holy Rood, which 
qnrers Ste- was ſpared at the Duke of Lancaſter's Interceſſion, be- 
4nd. Cauſe he had been civilly entertained there in the I ume 
of the late Rebellion. The French would have eng 
ged the Exgliſh Army, but the Srorch ſhewing them 
the Numbers and Strength of the li from the Hills, 
diſſuaded them from that Attempt, and adviſed them 
to wait for a more probable Way of revenging them 
ſelves by invading Else on another Side, 1 - 
$012" * | cording!) 
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cordingly the Scott, not long after paſſing over the Hills, 9 Ri. I. 
made . Inroad into Cum * 2 much den. 92 N 


mage. The King remained but five Days about Edin- 
burgh, and in his Return heard of the Incurſions of the 
Scots into Cumberland. The Duke of Laxc 
the King to carry his Army beyond the Friths, to ſtop 
up the Paſſes that they might all fall into his Power, 
which had it been done they could not have avoided; 

but the Earl of Oxford, who was moſt in the King' 8 


Favour, and whoſe Advice he principally followed, ſug- 


eſted to him that the Duke of Lancaſter deſi igned to 
bring his Perſon into Danger, and ruin his Army by 
jog and tedious Marches. 
King a . the Advantage, but gave the Duke very 
opprobrious Language, and return'd home. 

While the King was on his Way home, a Murther was 
committed by the Lord Holland, the King's half Bro- 
ther, on the Earl of Szafford's eldeſt Son, Which cauſed 
fro Trouble in the Army. The Murther was ſo foul, 
ing committed 'without any Provocation on the Part 
of the Lord Stafford, who. was kill'd upon the Road, 
going to the Queen, "whoſe menial Servant he was, that 


er adviſed 


Upon his Suggeſtions the - 


ing reſolved to puniſh the Lord Holland by Law ;The King's 
and 1 robe he commanded him to be ſeiz'd, and Juſtice in 


his Goods to 
» and the Kin 's Mo- 
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1385. The Parliament met again at V eſtmiuſter the Moy. 
8 day after St. Lake's Day, in which a Conteſt hapned 
n raiſing a Subtidy then granted the King; for af- 
irs Acts and ter the Laity had granted a Fifteenth and a half, the 
Taxes, Clergy refuſed to bear their Proportion of a Teuth and 
a half, as was the uſual Cnſtom, and the Archbiſhop 
Courtney flatly denied the Payment of it. This Refu- 
ſal fo incens'd the Commons, that they petitioned the 
King that he would ſeize upon their T emporalities, 
But the King, who was always a great Favourer of the 
Church, anſwered, © that he would continue the Pa- 


15 and, one Marguiſs;' and: by the. Authority (of 
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The Montiſ Writers of thoſe Times boldfy. aſcrib'd his 9 N. u. 
Death to the Judgment of God, and that the Uſe of his . 
Tongue was taken away as a Puniſhment for his Here- 
tical Sermons, He was buried in his own Pariſh-Ciiurch 
at Lutterworth in Leiceſterſhire, where his Bones lay 
andilturbed for forty one Years, till by a Decree of the 
Council of Conſtauce, they were dug up and burnt as 

he King an en kept their iſtmas this Year 2 N. H. 
at Eltham in Kent, where they kept open Court, and 2 
in a molt magnificent and princely State feaſted and came over ta 
entertained all the Nobility of the Nation, and foreign . 8+ 
Princes, ot their Miniſters, which was the uſual Cuſtom 
of thoſe Times, at the three great Feſtivals of the Year. - 
At this Time Leo King of Armenia, who had been ex- 
relled out of his Dominions by the Txrks, came into 
England to the King, endeavouring to make a Peace be- 
tween the Kings ot Eugland and France, that he might 
engage them both againſt the Turi, who was the com- 
mon Enemy of Chriſtianity; but the Animoſity be- 
tween the two Nations was too great for them to 
hearken to any moderate Terms: of Agreement, ſo he 
dd not ſucceed; but he was nobly entetrain'd by the 
King and Nobility/for two Months, and preſented with 
many rich Gifts : And the King, by the Adviee of h- 
Privy Council, ſettied a yearly Penfion of a thouſand 
Pound vpun him at his Departure. About the ſame 
Time, iger Exrl\of Aſarch having teceiv d Intel hg 
that the wild ir had done much Damage to big Eſtate. 
in Lifte, he undertook a Voyage into Ireland to reprels | 
them, and reſeue his Lands from their Deptedations; 
but ſoon rafter His: Arrival, the I being alſembied in 
a great Oompamy, aſſaulted and took his Callie, and flew Fan 1 
him and almaſt all his Retinue. He leſt behind” him, Freland. 
two Sous and three Daughters; Hisawo Songs 1 ef 
ud Roger died without Hive; Hove hib eldeſt Daughter 
was married th KAN Rut of Cambridge, then eld“ 
eſt Son of the Duke of Vr, by Whom ſhe Had Nich. 
a Earl of Cambredge 


age, the Parker of Kaus IV. Fl 
as a Nun; and Are if me wis ever märtied, left 
In the Spring of the Neat tile King of Spain preten- T's : 
ding n. Righr to the. Crow of Paige by his Wife, e — 
ade War upon that King atid"'belieged Lion. Thegand Duke 


Ptiniguoſe; by ch Help. of ome Eig. dad twice en- er ad 
N CFE *** * countred Eu. 


The Duke with a Silver Crown, givin Comm 
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„ countred the Spaniards, and as often foil'd them, but 
Ocould not raiſe the Siege. Wherefore the King of Por- 
thgal thinking that the Duke of Lancaſter, who was 
King of Ham in Title, would gladly lay hold of an 
Opportunity to make himſelf _ de facto, (ends an 
Ambaſſador into Exglaud to the Du * beg his ſpeedy 
Afiiſtance, and promiſe him an eaſy Recovery of his 
. .Rigbt, in that he alone had twice foiled the Spaniard; 
| al that their Arms being united, would infallibly ef- 
fect a Conqueſt. The Duke had for ſome Time 
making Preparation for this Expedition, and he havin 
been Fery much encouraged to it by the King and his 
Friends, ho were very deſirous to have him out of 
the Way, readily embraced the Offer; ſo muſtering up 
all his Forces with Speed, began his Voyage thither in 
the Beginning of May. His Fleet conſiſted of eighteen 
Ships and ſeven Gallies, commanded by Sir Thomas 
Prercy as Admiral: His Army, which conſiſted of twen- 
ty thouſand' Men, viz. two thoufand Men of Arms, 
eight thoufand Archers, and ten thouſand others, was 
comitianded'by'the Lord Joby Holland, who had marri- - 
ed his Daughter as Conſtable ; and Sir Thomas Moreaux, 
one of his Marſhals, and many Noblemen attended the 
Duke to ſhare in his Fortunes. He carried along with 
him his Wife the Lady Conſtance Princeſs of Spain, and 
her Daughter'Catherine and his other Daughter Philippa. 
Before his Departure he and his Duthceſs took theĩt Leave 
of the King and Queen, and the n Duke 
dment thut his Men 


of Lancafter(hould obey him as King of Spur: -and'theQueen'preſehted 
al King hig Dutcheſs with another Silver Crown, with many good 
| 74% Wipes of Sucgeſs in obtaining their Right. The Duke 


dag and pafſeg ue 


his Paſſage by Bret with his Army made a Viſit! to Fir 
John Rothe; tile Boerner, ff e g o tom- 
Plating 16 him that he was thuch tfeſted by two Forts 
tely/-built by the” Froncht0 aritioy his Garfſon, the 
Hake fem ours ſſropg Derathmetit under the Lord - 
Water to demo them, but the Feb defended "41 
ſo bravely, that it colt them fnany Lives; but at” l 
the Frentb Governor, the Lord Muaiethes, Being wount- 
ed, and moſt of the Men in the Fore lain; they ſutren- 


jd 

n 

{ upon Apirul ion, and the Forts were demmolifh- 
d. After ſawing: to; the Duke” fer Sail from 
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They tarried there a Month, and the Duke went to 10 Ri. i. 
Compoſtella; in the mean Time the Lord Holland kept Y 
the Army in Action, and took many ſmall Gariſons in 

the neighbouring Country, and. many others volunta- 
ily ſubmitted to the Duke, becauſe his Dutcheſs was 
with them, who was the right Heir to the Crown of 


Spain. The Seaſon not being fit for Action, the Duke 
conſulted with the King of Portagal, about their Expe- 
dition at Monſon in the Spring, and it was agreed that 
they would invade Spain with their united Forces, and 
to confirm their Alliance the Duke affianced his Daugh- 
ter Philippa to the King of Portagat: 

While the Duke of Lancaſter 


235 


-» 


as in his Paſſage to Tye Fri 


Portugal, the King of France, who had for ſome con- make vat 
iderable Time been meditating an Invaſion upon Es 2 
land, thought he had now met with an Opportunity N L. 


which he could not faif of the Snccefs he deſired; be- 
cauſe he imagined the Duke of Lancaſter had emptied 
the Nation both of Commanders and Soldiers : And up- 
on this Notion raifed ſuch a mighty Army, and provi- 
ded ſuch a Fleet, as if he intended at once to make an 
entire Conqueſt of Exgland. He is reported to have 
had a numberleſs Army in which were twenty thouſand 
Noblemen, with a p 
mons; and fifteen hundred Ships. They had atfafram'd 
4 wonderful Wovbden Wall, three Mites in Condpats, 
and twenty Foot high, with a great Number of Fut - 


rets; with which they defign'd; ſuddenly to have enelns d 


their -Q | 
of Calais, took three of their Ships 


Ship fall: of great Guns and other Inſtruments af War. 


The News of theſe mighty Preparations: put all the im- 


portant Affairs of Chriſtendom to à St and alto 
l for the Security of the Realm, got together n Artily 
104 two, hundred thauſand Men; and With Part of them, 
fortified all the Sta- Port Towns; and poſted another 
Pam to defend the naked Shores in the Places where 
they wege molt likely te. land. The Ciry of Loaton 
pulled 8own,many, Honſes to make: their Defence 

eaſy fram them, and guarded tte Walls. Publick Fafts 


were appointed to dament) their Dangers, and implore 


the Prote8ion of God from-their"Bnemics- * All good | 


roportional Number of Com- 


1025 Upon this King Rich- 
eal m 


fence more 


amp. Bat the Lord Beauchamp, the Governor 
] tips laden with Part of 
this: Incloſure, which the King caus'd to be ſet: rbund 
Vinchelſea to ſecute that Town; he tòck alſo another 
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1386. Men bewailed the approaching Invaſion, as an unavoid- 
ble Scourge for the. Sins of the Nation, and thought 
1 Gar nothing but Death or Servitude. And about A. 
chaelmas a Parliament was called to conſult for the Na. 
tion's Safety, which met accordingly; but the Nobility 
brought ſuch Numbers of Men along with them to be 
ready if the French ſhould land, that not only the City, 
but all the Towns twenty Miles round London, were 
filled with armed Men, who for Want of Pay were 
very detrimental to the Inhabitants. At the opening of 
, the Parliament the King demanded a preſent Subfidy to 
Thirteenth pay thoſe Armies he had already got for the Defence 
in AG. ang Of the Nation, and to make ſuch other Proviſions againſt 
the Enemy, as the Affairs of the State required. The 
Parliament being ſenſible of the Danger the Nation was 
in, readily conſented, but thought it not proper to put 
any great Sums into the Power of the _ he being 
ſo pliable to the covetous Humours of his Favourites, 
who made his Revenues but a Prey to enrich themſelves, 
Michael Pol For the Chancellor Michael de la Pool had in leſs 
ne Chance tha. Year's Time, by farming the King's Cu- 
and brought toms and other Incomes, purchaſed an Eſtate of a thou- 
eo Account ſand Pound a Year in Land, beſides great Sums of Mo- 
kis0ffice. ny which he kept in Bank. The Parliament therefore 
unanimouſly reſolved to have him removed with the reſt 
of his Aſſociates, or elſe to give the King no Tax. This 
they ſignified to him by a Petition, wherein they repre- 
ſented not only the Miſdemeanors of the Chancellor in 
his Office, but alſo the Poverty. of the People, which 
ought not to be preſſed farther than Neceſſity required; 
which they humbly conceived was not ſo great, but that 
if the Chancellor were-brought to a juſt Account, the 
Revenues of the King, and the great Debts which were 
in the Hands of the Chancellor, would be ſufficient to 
defray them. This Petition was received very ill by the 
King, who commanded them to mention no ſuch Matter, 
but immediately proceed to the Buſinefs for which they 
were ſummoned; declaring, that he world not for. their 
Fates, or at their Inſtance, remove the meaneſt Kcullion- 
Boy in his Kitchen, and then removed to Eltbam, that 
be might avoid giving any farther Anſwer to it, leaying 
Tre Kue Order with Charzellor to preſs them to grant a Tax, 
ng t - 

and Parlia- and to demand four Fiftenths in his Name. 

ment difa- The Lords and Commons being ſenſible of the Rea- 
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his Office. Intelligence was ſoon carried to the King, of 
theſe Proceedings of the Parliament, and he immediately 
ſent Orders to them ro ſend down forty of their wiſe(t 
Members to him to E/tham, to declare to him the Rea- 
ſons and Grounds of their Actions. This Meſſage cauſed 
agreat Debate, it having been ſaid that the King had a De- 
ſion to enſnare and 5 chem; but at length both Houſes 
zzreed that the Duke of Gloceſter and Biſhop of Ely ſhould 
attend the King in the Name of the whole Parliament, and 
the King contented ir ſhould be ſo. When they came into 
tis Preſence, after they had paid him all due Reverence, 
they with great Submiſſion delivered their Meſſage to 
this Effe; That the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment aflembled deſired nothing more than to live in 
peace and Quietneſs, as good Subjects, under his Go- 
yerument; that as he might lawfully once a Vear 
& ſummon a Parliament, and require the Preſence of 
the Lords and Commons at it, that by mutual Advice 
and Conſent they might reform all Oppreſſions, 
* Wrongs, Extortions, and other grievous Enormi- 
ties in the Realm, and enact ſach wholſom Laws 
* as were for the Peace aud Welfare of the King's 
gubjects, ſo they were met nem us ug their Duty, 
and had no other Deſigu than to perſue thoſt Ends; 
that his late Abſente was a great Diſcomfort to therng 


and fince tiere was an old Stare; whereby it was 


* enacted that if the King, not hindred by Sickneſs ur 
„ neceſſaty Bufineſs; did abſent himſelf forty Days from 
* his Parliament; they might return home, they ſhou¹lft 
de oblig ld to leave fim it het {till denied them his ro 
* fence: The King in Anger replied, That tie per- 
„ cciv/d his People went about to rebel againſt him, and 
that: he thought it better tin defire the Aſſiſtance of the 
fing ot france, than to ſubmit to his own Subjects. 
The Lords repl ied, ( Fhat the French King vrasthe moſt 
* antient and molt inveterate Enemy of the Nati on 
* who as he nſurped his Dominions in: unte; ſo he 
© apet after) thes'Exg/;:\'Ihrone ;- and;theretore;; no 


nor gv ;rfarth&r140: be! expedted>fromwhing 
than ſuch as. might be a: fain:;Pretencei fur him tag 


get / the Puſſeſſiun : 
ens ccud ypnadeed! 8 ; 
Advice of his evil Counſellors, who by their Policy 
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would give no Anſwer to his Demand, unleſs the King 10 W, 1. 
himfelf were preſent, and he removed the Chancellor from 
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12 156 % fought to uphold a Breach between him and his Par. 
. liament, which would end in his and his People's 


« Ruin; wherefore they beſought him to lay aſide all 
ce Prejudice againſt his good Subjects, and to return to 
te his Parliament, which no leſs ſought and deſired his 
* Felicity and Preſence.” _ 
_ Theſe, and other Arguments to the ſame Purpoſe, 
had ſo good an Effect upon the King, that he promiſed 
to follow their Advice, and accordingly came to the 
Houſe ſoon after ; and without much ReluQancy, 
granted a Commiſſion to the Duke of Gloceſter, Earl 
of Arundel, and certain other Noblemen and Biſhops, 
to ſurvey and examine the State of his Houſe and 
Courts, all his Officers and Miniſters Rents, Profits, 
and Revennes; to corre& and amend any Faults and 
Offences prejudicial to his Perſon and Crown; and pat. 
ticularly to call Michael de la Pool, Earl of Suffolk, the 
Chancellor, to an Account about the Management of 
his Office. John Ford, alias Fordham, Biſhop of Dur- 
Bam, was removed from being Treaſurer, and Jobs 
Gilbert 1 of LT i 4 put in his Place. And be- 
cauſe the Realm had, for ſome Years paſt, been badly 
governed, and, that by the great Corruption of the 
King's Officers, the publick Revenue was conſumed, 
the King inſufferably defrauded, . the common Peo- 
ple by berg. Tre r 4, the Admi- 
niſtration of all Publick Affairs was put into the Hands 
of thirteen Perſons, choſen by the Parliament, who 
had Power to inſpe& and determine all Affairs, Cauſes, 
and Complaints, arriſing from Matters of this Nature, 
from the Death of Edward the Third, till that Time, 
The Earl of Arundel, and the Earl of Noztinghan, 
were appointed Admirals, aud fent to Sea With a 
ſtro avy to defend the Coaſts, and hinder the 


| TheDuke of Landing of the Enemy. Robert de Vere, Marquils d 


zblix, created Duke of Ireland, was at the Petition 


to relaud. of the Lords and Commons, ordered to be ſent to Ire 


land, before the next Eater, and they conſeuted thi 
be ſhould have thirty thouſand Marks paid to him fot 
_ his Equipage, and to ſupport his Charge there ; and this 
they conſented to, that Fe Nation might be rid of ſo 

1 111 a Counſellor. While 


£ 

ove Ss z Perſon, and d 
hefe Things * the Patliament, the Duke 
of Eu Earl of Munde, and other Lords i 
Commitſion, had examined and tried Chancellor * 


1 4 
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and found him guilty of many high Crimes, Frauds, 26 Ri. 11. 
and T reaſons; whereupon they not only depoſed him 
from his Office, but confiſcated his Eſtate. of a thou- nige 
ſand Pound a Year, and impoſed on him à Fine of of many 
twenty thouſand Marks. The Parliament alſo grant- — 
ed the King half a Tenth, and half a fifteenth, Then Pa 
the Parliament broke up, and the King, made this 
Proteſtation, that for any Thing that was done in that 
Parliament, he deſigned it not to the Prejudice of himſelf 
or his Crown. 10% | =p il 

The King of France held on his Purpoſe of invading 
England, notwihſtanding theſe Preparations were made 
for its Defence and baving gotten all Things ready 
for the Enterpriſe, waited at Juice, from Auguſt till The Fra 
the Middle of November, for the coming of the Duke — | 
of Berry, and a fair Wind ; And a fair Gale blowing den wink. 
on All Saints Day, tho? the Duke of Berry was not ar- 
rived, he choſe rather that the Duke ſhould follow 
him, than loſe ſo fair an Opportunity; and accordingly 
he ſet ſail ; But when they had ſailed about ſeven 
Leagues, the Wind changed on a ſudden, and drove 
them back again with much Loſs. The Duke of Berry, 
who was always averſe to the Attempt, had delay'd his 
coming, on purpoſe to prevent or diſcourage it. How- 
ever, he arrived at Sluice before the Wind favoured 
them again; and it being then December, and ſo the 


Winter pretty far advanced, he very ſtrenuouſly diſſuad- 


ed the King and Council from proceeding any farther 
as being both unſafe for his Kingdom and Army ; and 
ſo that chargeable Deſign came to nothimg. | 


A quite different Account of this Affair was carried The King of 


to Spain; for there it was given out, that the French Prrixgotde- 
— were actually landed A England; and therefore . 
the King of Portugal's Council adviſed him, that he 
ſhould defer his Marriage With: the Daughter of the 
Duke of Lancaſter; Nt the vent of the Expedition of 
the Freuch in England ſhould! be known; for if that 
proved ſucceſsful, as they thought it probably might, 
his Alliance with the Duke of LG would. be 0 
no Worth to him. This occaſioned ſome Coldneſs 
in the Duke's Affairs in Portugal, tho? for the preſent 
the Reaſons of it were concealed ſrom him. ; 
The Parliament being gone home,. the King was e's Fine 
at Liberty to follow his partial/Aﬀe&ions and unſtea- RE 
dy Reſolutions; for as if their Sufferings had been un- caved in 
| deſerved, Favour, 


— 


— 
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+. 4387. deſerved, or inflicted againſt his Will, he received inty 
sour again, with great Exprefſions of Love, thoſe 
; Perſons, who were 1uch heinous Offenders in the Eyes 

of the Parliament; and to the no ſmall Grief and 
Trouble of the Nobility, not on immediately remit- 

ted the Fine, that had been impoſed againſt Michael de 
ta; Pool, Earl of Suffolk; the Chancellor, but, r if he 
had intended to make him Satisfaction for the Won 5 
he had ſuffered by redoubling his Honour, he cauſed 
him to be cloathed in royal Robes, and fit at Table 
"with him, and that in Publick at Chriſtmas Feſtivals, 
The Duke The Duke of Ireland and ' Archbiſhop of Tork, were 
—— admitted to greater Intimacy with him than ever; and 
Favour, they became the three only Perſons, whom the King 
3 icularly delighted in. They were not wanting to 
improve this doting Humour of the King to their Ad- 
vantage; and they imagined the beſt Way to promote 

it, would be by a ſharp Revenge upon the chief uſtry- 

ments of their Diſgrace, whom they looked upon to 

be the only Obſtacles of their Ambitions Aims. They 

eaſily perſuaded the King, That all they ſuffered was 

for his Sake; That their Crimes were forged to 
make him odious to the People; and, That if he 

« could not protect them, who did nothing but by his 

« Command, and for his Intereſt, it would not be 

«_ Jong but he would be too weak to defend himſelf; 

&« That the main Aim of thoſe ambitious Nobles, their 
Enemies, was to dethrone him, by diſgracing his 

« Miniſters; For it is an eaſy and popular Inference, 

« that the King is not fit to rule, who knows not 

«. whom to truſt; and he muſt be a bad Prince, who 

%. hath-bad Officers.” By theſe, and ſuch like Argi- 

ments, the King was eaſily wrought upon, fo to hate 

_ thoſe whom they accounted their Enemies, as to cot 
ceur readily with them, to put any Contrivance in Exe- 
cCution for their Deſtruction. The Duke of Gloceffer and 

the Earl of Szfolf's Judges, were look'd upon 2 

the moſt eminent, and therefore the firſt Plot was to 

take off the Duke of Gloceſter; then to proceed to the 

reſt, as their firſt Attempt had Succeſs. And this was 
contrived under the Pretence of Friendſhip : For vir 

due Duke Nicholas Exton having prepared a Treat for feyeri 
of Gloceſler Peers and great Men, at Sir Nicholas Bramber's Houſe 
and other in the Gitys they invited the Duke thither, having 
ion „that the Duke ſhould be either impriſones, 


s *zi7 
0+ DLL 
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or aſſaſſinated, while he was in his Mirth, and not; ſuſ- 
pecting any ſuch ill Deſign, : But this Villany. was ſo 
hoſe much abhorred by Sir N:cholas Exton, the Mayor, that 
Eyes Wl being asked by the King to give his Conſent, or at leaſt, 


into 


and Conivance at the Execution of it, he declared, be 


250 


10 Ri. I. 


* 


32 


emit- WW woald never embrue his Hands in innocent Blood; and 


el de accordingly gave the Duke notice of 0 privately de» 
ir be fring him to provide for his. preſent and future Safety; 
'ongs WM which he did by not going to the Feaſt, 1408, 


auſed The Earls of Arundel and * who by Order The E 


rals of the Navy, Alert gervigg 


[ able of Parliament were appointed 
als. to defend the Nation, and to annoy the French, did all 


King WM ready in the Spring, and having received Advice, that 
mg to be french, Flemiſh and Spanifſa F leet, lay at Rochel, 
r Ad. laden with Wine, waiting for a Win to fail to the 
mote BW ſeveral Ports to which they were bound, they put to 
nlirv- BY Sea with all Expedition in Order to intercept them, 
on to and had the good Fortune to meet with them; and af- 
They WW ter a ſhort Engagement, took an hundred Sail of them,, 
d Wis richly fraught, with nineteen thouſand Tun of Wine, 
ed o deñdes other Commodities. Theſe. Ships being brought 
t if he in to divers Ports of the Nation cauſed ſo. great a: 
by his Plenty, that Wine was commonly ſold for a Mark a 
ot de BY Tun, and the beſt for not above twenty Shillings. 
mſelf; WW Their Shares they generouſly gave among their Friends, 
| their BY and „„ their Ships, put out to Sea again. 
ug bis Tue Succeſs of their firſt Atchievement ſtruck ſuch. a 


rence, BH Terror into the Minds of the Enemy, that in their ſe- 
vs not cond they met with but very faint Oppoſition, tho? 
„ Wi Wl they landed in many Places on the Coalts of Flanders, 
Artz. and plundred and burnt the Country at their Pleaſure; 


to hate BY and arriving at Breſt, they took a new Fort which the 
to CON BY French had lately built, to annoy, the Caſtle; and hav- 
in Et BY nig put a Garriſon in it, and ſupplied it with Plenty af 
ſte and WI Provition and Ammunition, they returned home, 

pon 5. Theſe Earls having added to their courageous and 
my brave Exploits a generous Contempt of their own Pro- 
d to MB ft, and a warm Zeal for the common Good and Pub- 


his * lick Safety; ſo. high an Opinion of their Worth was 
For a raiſed in the Minds of all, Men, that they became the 
N Subject of publick Praiſe and Admiration. But this 


made for their Diſadvantage at Court; for it heightned 


havinß W the Indignation of thoſe that were managing againſt 
riſone® yg, 1 * U . the 


Ol 


- - 
* . 


der the 
were Wl the Winter, with the utmoſt Diligence endeavour to Earl of 4+ 


; ad WM furniſh themſelves with able Ships and. tout Men, were 
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1387. the Earl of Arundel, and his Party, that thoſe Men 

om they had decreed to Deſtruction ſhould be 

4 — ofthought moſt worthy, not only of Life, but Honour 

Service de- too, — Men; and left for theſe brave Actions, the 
i 


cry'd by he King mſelf ſnould conceive a favourable Opinion of 


them, they endeavoured by all their Artifices, not only to 


leſſen, but blaſt the Reputation of them, telling the 
King That tho* the common People cried up the late 
« Addion of the Earls of Arundel and Nottingham, in 
taking the Hemiſp Fleet, as a brave and glorious At- 


« chievement; yet to ſuch as could ſee farther into 


Things, it was really far otherwiſe ; for by their rob- 


te ding the Merchants, all our foreign Trade would 


de Poles, and no Nation would care to trade with 
mus, who lived ſo much upon the Ruin of them: 
4 §O that tho? a ſmall Gain did redound to the Nation 
«by their Piracy, yet it would prove an ineſtimable Da- 

_ «© maye in the End.” By theſe Calumnies they had 
biaſſed the Kings Mind to look upon his Admirals 
great Service to be a Diſſervice ; ſo that when they 
came to Court, they could eafily perceive that their 
ood Actions were made a Crime, at which they were 

| d diſpuſted, that they reſigned their Office, and retired 
to their private Habitations. 3 4 

| Dukeof e- Tho' the King's Favourites had met with the late Diſ- 
was Ee appointment in acting againſt the Life of the Duke of Cb 
Wife, the cefter, yet this did not 'diſcourage them from farther 
| ow of Attempts, but they were ſtill forming new Defigns 
FD. againſt him. The Duke of Ireland knowing him to be 
a Perſon veryjealous of his Honour, and impatient at 

the leaſt Contempt of his royal Blood, having married 

his Niece, tho* Grandaughter to King Edward the third, 

and a Lady of conſiderable Beauty, and'irreproachable 


Virtue, put her away, on purpoſe to affront and pro- 


voke the Duke; and married one Lancerona, a Bohe- 
mian Lady, one of the Maids of Honour to the Queen. 
The injured Lady being Couſin German to the King, 


hoped to have ſome Redreſs by appealing to him ; but 


? usband being 
too deep in the Kings Favour, for her to hope for any 
Juſtice from him. But the Duke of Gloceſter could not 


petitioned him often to no Purpoſe, her 


forbear ſhewing his Reſentment of the Injury done to 


his'Family, and told the King plainly, he would re- 


venge the Injury his Kinſwoman had received. The 


Duke being a 


n of great Power, and a rough Diſ- 
| poſition, 


Diſ⸗- 
ſition, 
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poſition, this Menace added Spurs to the wicked Con- 10. Ri U. 
trivances of the King's three Favourites, and their Party, w Wo 


they being apprehenſive their own Lives were in Dan- 
er, if the Duke were not ſuddenly taken off. By ſuch 
Aieans and Practices as theſe, King Kichard, from be- 
ing highly reſpected and beloved, came to be generally 
hated and deſpiſed. by the Nobility and People. 


4 


The Duke of Ireland being, according to the Nase etre fe- 


lution of the late Parliament, to go into Ireland at tend 
Eaſter, which now drew nigh, great Preparations were ag 
made for his Departure, as if be had been in earneſt; N 
and ſoon after Eaſter he ſet out on his Journey to 


Wales. In his Paſſage thither he was accompanied in 


Stare by the King, the Earl of Soll, Judge Treſilian, 
and ſome others, who ſtaid with him there ſome Time, 
till they thought the Expectations of the Nation being 
ſatisfied; he might return again without much Notice 
being taken. In this Retirement, which was deſigned 
for the Concealment of their miſchievous Conſulta- 
tions, they employed all their Wits to find out Me- 
thods to compaſs the Ruin of thoſe they accounted their 
Enemies; and coming back to Nottingham, they began 

to make ſome- Eflays, how their Devices would ſuc- 


V 


e into 
auon, 


ceed. The firſt Project was, to. ſuppreſs them ee 
Force, and in Order to effect this, they ſummoned all ſtroy W 


the Sheriffs of the neighbouring Counties, to come to Lords. 
the King at Nottingham, and inquired of them, what 
Forces they could raiſe, to aſſiſt the King againſt the 
Lords, if they were required to do it? The Sheriffs an- 
ſwered, That the People were Fans perſuaded, that 
* the Lords were the King's Friends, and that they 
* ſought the Good of the Nation in all they did; and 
therefore they believed they ſhould get very few to 
4 oppoſe them.” Then they enquired of them, whe» 
ther. they could not, by their Power and Intereſt, chooſe 
ſuch Men for the next Parliament, as the King ſhould 
nominate to them, and approve. as moſt faithful to 
him? They anſwered, ** That the People would be 
very hardly deprived of their ancient Privilege of 
©* chooſing their Members of Parliament; and that if 
there were a true Freedom obſerved in chooſing, it 
* would be almoſt impoſſible to impoſe any. Perſous a- 
« painſt the People's Liking, eſpecially ſince they would 
* eaſily gueſs at the Deſign, and the more reſolutely 
* [tand upon their wow They were a little i” 
— 2 q | 
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1387. at the Auſwer of the Sherifs, becauſe they had great 
Dependence upon this Invention, imagining, that what 
was done by a Parliament, would carry. a Face of Ju- 
tice with it, and ſo their private Revenge would be 
turned into a publick Puniſhment: But failing in this 
Point, they diſmiſſed the Sheriffs, and betook them- 
ſelves to theit laſt, and moſt deſperate Stratagem, which 
Was to ruin them by Law. And for this Purpoſe, the 
King ſent his Summons. to all the Judges to attend 
him at Nottingham. he Chief Juſtice 7re/ilian, being 
one of the Cabal, had drawn up ſeveral. Articles to 
have the Opinion of the reſt of his Brethren upon 

The meeting them. Sir Robert 25 Chief Juſtice. of the Com- 
0, 


ol che ſudges : : : 
= mon Pleas, Sir Jobs Holt, Sir Roger Fulthorp, and $ 
F e Judges of ths d Bench 


their Reſo- went according to the Summons ; upon which a ſo- 
— lemn Council was called the . of Auguſt, and 
ſtions. the King demanded of them the Judgment of the Law, 
upon theſe following Queſtions, and required them by 

thei Faith and Allegiance, to deliver the true Senſe of 


- 


the Law upon them, vir. 


1, Whether the Statute and Commniſien made the lif 
Parliament, were prejudical to the King's Prerogative! 
They all unanimauſly anſwered, Jes, becauſe it was 
obtained 2gain(t his Will. n wands: | 
2 and 3. How thoſe Perſons ought to be puniſhed, wha 
were either eager to procure it, or moved the King to con- 
ſewt to it aud graut it? They ſaid, With Death; unleß 
the King wquld pardon them. 7 
4. How they ought to be grouſe, who forced the King 
to gramt it? They ſaid, As Traitors. _ 
F. How they ought to be paniſhed, that reſtrained the 
King ſo far from exerciſing his Prerogative, that he might 
wat remit Penalties or Debts owing to him? They te- 
plied, As T raitars. ah 
g. Whether, 4 the King bath ardered the Parka: 
ment to proceed upon certain Articles, the Lords and Cam- 
noms may refuſe, till the King ſhall * what they. der 
mand of him: They anſwered, - That to refilt the 
King's Commands, in ſuch Caſes, was High Treaſon. 
7. Whether the King may not difſolve the Parliament 
when he pleaſes? They reſolved, he might. 
8. Whether, ſence it was a Prerogatize. of the Crown, 
te puniſh the Offences of, ar remove all publick Officers er 


; Juages, 


he laſ 


ative! 
t way 
1 who 
to Cotte 
unleß 


e King 


ned the 
* might 
hey re- 
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Judges, the Lovds'and Contmons, withont the King's ri. N. n 
Permiſſion or Order, might impeath ' ſuch Offiters and SVN 
Judges in Parliament? They determined, That 
might not; and it was Treaſon in any, or allthe Mem- 
bers of Parliament, to attempt it. n, 
9. What Paniſhment they deſerved, who moved, or 
brought in 'a Statute, by which Edward the Second 
was depoſed, to be 4 Precedent for the abone-nentioed 
Commrſhon ? They defined, As Traitors. | 
10. Whether the Judgment given againſt Michael de 
{a Pool, Earl of Suffolk, was erromeons, and be revo> 
cable ? They faid, That it was erroneous, And re- 
vocable in every Part; and that if it were again to be 
done, they would not paſs it. on Boon hols. 
They having given theſe Reſolutions, the = re 
quired them to tubſcribe them, and fer their Seals to 
them, in the Preſence of the Lords, and other gres 
Perſons there aſſembled. The Chief Juſtice Teffar; 
and thoſe of his Bench, readily complied : But Sir Re- 
bert Felbnap, with thoſe of his Bench, refuſed to ſub. 
ſcribe, nor would do it, till the Duke of Ireland and 
Ear! of Suffolk, by ſevere Menaces, forced him to it; 
which, that it was contrary to his Conſcience, the 
Words he ſpake are a ſufficient Teſtimony : Fam 
only an Hardle, an Horſe, and an Halter to * me 
to the Death ] deſerve : If T had refuſed it, I of 
fered by your Hands : And now I have gratified the R 
and you, I deſerve to die for betraying the Nobility 
the Kingdom. | . 
Ide Matters being thus prepared, a Jury was ſent rb Lord, 
for from London to Nottinghant, who very readily in- condemned 
dited the Duke of Glocefter, Earls of Arundel, I ar-.“ 
wick, Darby, and Nottingham, of High Treaſon, for 
what they had done in the laſt Parliament; and upon a 
formal Hearing before the Judges, they were condemn- 
ed to die; and their Lands being forfeited to the King, 
were diſtributed among his Favourites. 
About this Time there happened a great Diſturbance 1 ag. 


in the Church. One Walter Diſſe, a Carmelite Fryur, Hypocriſy 


who had formerly been Confeſſor to the Duke of diſcovered 
Lancaſter; having, by the Fayour of the Duke, obtain- 1 | 
ed of Pope Urban, a Liberty of conferring the Ho- ren. 
nor and Prien s of the Pope's' Chaplains, on ſuch 
Perſons a6 would porchaſe them with Money; Peter 
Pareſpal, an Anguſtin Fryar, and a Favouret of . | 

| ifs 
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13879. bkiff*$ Doctrine, deſirous to have Freedom from hi 
WY WV monkiſh Confinement, and the Society of thoſe vile 
Perſons he liv'd with, got himſelf to be admitted the 
Pope's Chaplain, and immediately left the Monaſtery, He 
was a learned and pious Man, and after his Releaſe, ſpent 
his Time much in preaching. He abhorring the wick- 
ed Lives of the Monks, which he had with great Sor. 
ow taken notice of, while he lived among them, his 
was ſtirred up to blame their Hypocriſy. and wick- 
ed Actions, ſo unbecoming a ſtrict Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion. His Diſcourſes were much applauded by the 
People, who were generally diſſaffected to the Monks, 
and addicted to Wickhf's Doctrine, which his Invec- 
tives did favour of. The Monks being impatient of Re- 
proof, ſhew'd the utmoſt Diſlike to him and his Ser- 
mons, frequently diſturbing his preaching; ſo that 
what through the Conteſts between the Monks and his 
Auditors, who would ſometimes come to Blows, even 
in the Churches, and what through Fear of them, he 
was conſtrained to give over his preaching, and betake 
himſelf to Writing; to which he was adviſed by his 
Friends, ( ſome of which were very conſiderable Per- 
Tons, 9:2. Sir William Nevil, Sir Richard Starry, and 
Sir Fohn Montacute.) In his Writings: he charged 
the Monks with many horrid: Crimes, as Sodom), 
Murder, and Treaſon, of which he gave convincing 
Proofs, naming the Perſons, both AQors and Patients, 
that his Relations were credited by all Perſons ; fo 
that they believed the Monaſteries to be no better than 
he had called that from whence he came, The Devil's 
Dungeon. The Biſhops were very angry at theſe Books, 
The Biſhops and looked upon them as the Diſgrace of the Clergy 
Zeal forthe in general, and were therefore very zealous to ſupprels 
Monks. them; and in Order thereto, obtained of the King a 
Commiſſion directed to all Sheriffs, and Juſtices, com- 
manding them to fearch for, and ſeize. all heretical 
Books, and to ſuppreſs Lollardy throughout the King- 
dom; and tho” this took no great Effect for the pre- 
_ ent, yet it allay'd the Heat and Conteſt between the 

Monks and their Enemfes, Tree b 
The Judgment which the King and his Favourites, 
he Lords by means of the 8 of the Judges, had paſ- 


clear dem- ſed upon the Duke of Cloceſter, and other Lords, tho 


abſent, was no ſooner given, but a full Account of 
all the Proceedings was carried to them; and 5 — 
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Duke of Gloceſter was a Man of a hot and cholerick 2 Reg. 11. 
Temper, yet the Senſe of his Duty to the King, taught Vw 


him to provide for his own Defence, by a more ſub- 
miſſive Way, than immediately taking to Arms, There- 
fore ſending for the Biſhop of London, he repreſented 
his Caſe to him, and alſo that of the other condemn'd 
Lords, and having taken a ſolemn Oath upon the E- 


yangeliſts, that he was ſtudious of the Safety and Proſ- 


perity of the King's Perſon, and Realm; and never had 
entertain'd ſo much as an undutiful Thought againſt 
him, much leſs had done any Thing which might de- 
ſerve ſo ſevere a Sentence, as was paſs'd upon him; 
and defired him to wait on the King, to mediate a Re- 
conciliation between the King, himſelf, and the Lords; 
the Biſhop readily undertook the good Office, and 
prov'd ſo good an Advocate, that the King ſeem'd ſa- 
tified with the Duke of 9 his Uncle. But 
the Earl of Suffolk being by, and knowing that if the 
Reconciliation. were compleated, it would prove fatal 
to him, interpoſed, and with a virulent Chargeof Po- 
pularity and Rebellion laid againſt the Lords, quite al- 
tered the King's good Inclinations to Peace; for which 
the Biſhop took the Liberty to tell him, zhat it became hin 
to be wholly filent, ſince he ſtood condemn'din Parliament, 
and livy'd only by the King's Grace, and Favour, upon which 
theBiſhop was commanded out of theKing's Preſence,and 
return'd without Succeſs in his Negotiations to the Lords. 


When the Biſhop was come back, and had given an The Lords 


Account of his ill Succeſs, th 


immediately reſoly'd provide an 


to raiſe what Force they could, and to ſtand up in their on 


their own Defence, and expoſtulate with the King why Safety, and 
he ſought their Death, and ſuffer'd himſelf to be go- unite. 


vern'd by ſuch Traitors. | 

The King and his Friends thought to prevent any 
Oppoſition from them, by ſiezing them ſingly, before 
they could get together, and therefore ſent the Duke of 
Northumberland, to apprehend the Earl of Arundel at 
his Caſtle at Rygate; but the Duke found him ſo well 
guarded, that he was obliged to diſſemble the Reafon 
of his coming, and let it paſs for a Viſit : The King 
therefore ſent a ſtrong Force to ſurpriſe him; but the 
Earl ſuſpecting what after happened, had made his eſ- 
cape to the Dake of Gloceſter at Harringey Park near 
Highgate, and there they joined their Forces with the 
Earls of Warwick, Nottingham and Darby. This 


News being carried to * ourt, much ſurpriſed the 
| 4 


King 
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1387. bf*s Doctrine, deſirous to have Freedom from hi; 
| monkiſh Confinement, and the Society of thoſe yile 
Perſons he liv'd with, got himſelf to be admitted the 
Pope's Chaplain, and immediately left the Monaſtery, He 
was a learned and pious Man, andafter his Releaſe, ſpent 
his Time much in preaching. He abhorring the wick- 
ed Lives of the Monks, which he had with great Sor. 
row taken notice of, while he lived among them, his 
al was ſtirred up to blame their Hypocriſy. and wick- 
ed Actions, ſo unbecoming a ſtrict Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion. His Diſcourſes were much applauded by the 
People, who were generally diſſaffected to the Monks, 
and addicted to Wickhf*s Doctrine, which his Invec- 
tives did ſavour of. The Monks being impatient of Re- 
proof, ſhew'd the utmoſt Diſlike to him and his Ser- 
mons, frequently diſturbing his preaching; ſo that 
what through the Conteſts between the Monks and his 
Auditors, who would ſometimes come to Blows, even 
in the Churches, and what through Fear of them, he 
was conſtrained to give over his preaching, and betake 
himſelf to Writing; to which he was adviſed by his 
Friends, (ſome of which were very conſiderable Per- 
Tons, viz. Sir William Nevil, Sir Richard Sturry, and 
Sir Fohn Montacate. ) In his Writings: he charged 
the Monks with many horrid: Crimes, as Sodomy, 
Murder, and Treaſon, of which he gave convincing 
Proofs, naming the Perſons, both Actors and Patients, 
that his Relations were credited by all Perſons ; fo 
that they believed the Monaſteries to be no better than 
he had called that from whence he came, The Devil's 
| Dungeon. The Biſhops were very angry at theſe Books, 
The Biſhops and looked upon them as the Diſgrace of the Clergy 
Zeal forthe in general, and were therefore very zealous to ſupprels 
Monks. them; and in Order thereto, obtained of the King a 
Commiſſion directed to all Sheriffs, and Juſtices, com. 
manding them to ſearch for, and ſeize. all heretical 
Books, and to ſuppreſs Lollardy throughout the King- 
dom; and tho” this took no great Effect for the pre- 
ſent, yet it allay'd the Heat and Conteſt between the 
Monks and their Enemfes, ii 
The Judgment which the King and his Favourites, 
The Lords by means of the Compliance of the Judges, had pa. 
clear them- ſed upon the Duke of Gloceſter, and other Lords, tho 
ſelves, abſent, was no ſooner given, but a full Account of 
all the Proceedings was carried to them; and * the 


Earl ſuſpectin 
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Duke of Gloceſter was a Man of a hot and cholerick 2 Reg. 11. 


Temper, yet the Senſe of his Duty to the King, taught 


him to provide for his own Defence, by a more ſub- 
miſſive Way, than immediately taking to Arms. There- 
fore ſending for the Biſhop of London, he repreſented 
his Caſe to him, and alſo that of the other condemn'd 
Lords, and having taken a ſolemn Oath upon the E- 
yangeliſts, that he was ſtudious of the Safety and Proſ- 
perity of the King's Perſon, and Realm; and never had 
entertain'd ſo much as an undutiful Thought againſt 
him, much leſs had done any Thing which might de- 
ſerve ſo ſevere a Sentence, as was paſs'd upon him; 
and defired him to wait on the King, to mediate a Re- 
conciliation between the King, himſelf, and the Lords; 
the Biſhop readily undertook the good Office, and 
prov'd ſo good an Advocate, that the King ſeem'd ſa- 
tified with the Duke of Gloceſter his Uncle. But 
the Earl of Szfolk being by, and knowing that if the 
Reconciliation. were compleated, it would prove fatal 
to him, interpoſed, and with a virulent Chargeof Po- 
pularity and Rebellion laid againſt the Lords, quite al- 
tered the King's good Inclinations to Peace; for which 
the Biſhop took the Liberty to tell him, that it became him 
to be wholly ſilent, ſince he ſtood condemw'din Parliament, 
and liv'd only by the King's Grace, and Favour, upon which 
theBiſhop was commanded out of theKing's Preſence,and 
return'd without Succeſs in his Negotiations to the Lords. 


* 
—. 


When the Biſhop was come back, and had given an The Lords 


Account of his ill Succeſs, th 
to raiſe what Force they could, and to ſtand up in 


immediately reſolv d provide an 
rmy for 


their own 


their own Defence, and expoſtulate with the King why Safety, and 
he ſought their Death, and ſuffer'd himſelf to be go- unite. 


vern'd by ſuch Traitors. | 

The King and his Friends thought to prevent any 
Oppoſition from them, by ſiezing them ſingly, before 
they could get together, and therefore ſent the Duke of 
Northumberland, to apprehend the Earl of Arundel at 
his Caſtle at Rygate; but the Duke found him ſo well 
guarded, that he was obliged to diſſemble the Reafon 
of his coming, and let it paſs for a Viſit : The King 
therefore ſent a ſtrong Force to ſurpriſe him; but the 
what after happened, had made his eſ- 
cape to the Dake of Gloceſter at Harringey Park near 
Highgate, and there they joined their Forces with the 
Earls of Warwick, Nottingham and Darby. This 
News being carried to the Court, mnch ſurpriſed the 


King 
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136% King and his Friends, whereupon a great Council w reac! 
WWAYWM.call'd to conſult what was beſt to — in this cit. told 1 
dual Conjuncture, The Archbiſhop of York adviſed the MW woul 
Jang ro raiſe an Army to repreſs them; but conſidering 
zan Army of fifty thouſand could not be ſoon enough 
ruiſed, and if they were, yet very few of them would 

fight againſt the Lords, this Propoſal was rejected. 
The Duke of Ireland, and Earl of Suffolk, adviſed 
him to make the King of Frauce his Friend, by te- 
ſigning Calais, and all his other Dominions beyond Sea 
to him. And accordingly, as ¶ alſiug ham fays, the King 
reſolv'd upon a Voyage to France, in order to have 
made an Agreement with that King, to have ſurrendred 
up Calais, and other important Places to him, upon 
Condition he would aſſiſt him to ſubdue his rebellious 
Nobility. But the Lords Party being now grown 
powerful, they having muſtered above forty thouſand, 
broke all the King's Meaſures, and prevented that 
Voyage. The King therefore being in great Confuſion, 
and being willing one Time to divert himſelf with the 
rambling Diſcourſe of a crack-brain'd Knight, call'd 
Sir Hugh de Lynn, ask d him jocularly, what he ſhould 
do with the Lords at Haringey Park; to which Sir 
Hug“ * replied, | -- as march aut Sir, and WM iwer, 
(hill every Man of them; and then by God's Eyes, you'll WM nothi 
have bravely deſtroy d the moſt faithful Subjed; in your WW of L. 
Kingdom. The three Favourites knowing that no- founc 
ing on Arms could ſecure them from the Fury of WW the ch 
the Lords, therefore gave this deſperate Counſel : gut dilper 
quite different Propoſals were made by thoſe whoſe WW ever 1 
Quilt and Fears were leſs. The Earl of Northumber- WM they r 
land aſſured the King, that the Lords tho' now in but ſt. 
Arms were his true and faithful Subjects; and therefore Th 
humbly requeſted of the King, that he would ſend to royal 
them, and enquire the Reaſon of their Aſſembling with W kim, 
Much a Number of People, and he did not doubt but he liver's 
would give him Satisfaction. This Propoſition was ling t 
approv'd by the Majority of the Council, and the King . Me 
; himſelf aſſented to it. Whereupon the Archbiſhop ot 
Canterbury, and Biſhop. of Ely, were ſent to tell the W don 
Lords, that the King had no Mind to commence 4 to p 
War againſt his Subjects, but would know the Cauſe i the 
a Mo of their Diſcontents, and therefore deſired them to * ther 
ond wt meet him the next Sunday in Weſtminſter Hall, and WW and 
detween the there exnibit their Complaints. The Lords were wil: tum 


King and . Jing to meet the King, but were ſuſpicious of the 
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eacherous Detigns of thoſe that were about him, and 11 Ri. l 
told the Biſhop, that upon Promiſe of Protection, they WW 


would certainly attend his Majeſty. The Biſhop of Ely 
engag'd himſelf upon Oath, that if there were any dan - 
gerous Deſigns laid againſt them, he would not fail to 
ive them timely Notice of it; and upon that mo pro- 
miſed him to meet the King at the Day appointed. The 
Night before the Time of Meeting, a Meſſage came 
ſtom the Biſhop, giving them Information, that an Am- 
buſh of a thouſand armed Men, under the Command 
of Sir Thomas Trivet, and Sir Nicholas Bramber, was 
laid in the Mews to ſurpriſe them , and therefore th 
ſhould either not come, or come guarded with a ſuf- 
ficient Force; upon which the Lords came not. The 
King came to Heſtminſter Hall according to Appoint- 
ment, but the Lords not coming, he demanded with 
ſome Warmth of the Biſhop, why the Lords did not 
ear, according to the Promiſe they had ſent by him? 
he Biſhop very plainly and boldly anſwered, that the 
Lords had received certain Information, that a Plot was 
laid againſt their Lives, in the Mews, which being ſo con- 
trary to the Faith of a Prince, they thought it in vain 
to treat with him. The King being ſtartled at this An- 
ſwer, as tho* he had not been privy to it, ſwore he knew 
nothing of it, and preſently gave Order to the Sheriffs 
of Lordon to ſearch the Place mention'd, and if they 
found any ſuch Thing, either to kill or take them; but 
the chief Actors having notice of the-Diſcovery, had 
diſperſed themſelves before this could be done. Hows 
ever upon the King's freſh Promiſe of their Security, 
they not long after did attend him in Meſtminſter Hall, 
but ſtrongly guarded. = 
The King being ſeated on his Throne arrayed in his 74. 


royal Robes, the Lords kneeled ſubmiſſively before and 


him, and the Biſhop of Ely, who was Chancellor, de- 
liver'd the King's Mind to them in a ſhort Speech, tel- 
ling them, 


* to put gentler Methods firſt in Execution, to avoid 
the Effufion of his Subjects Blood if poſſible; and 
* therefore had ſent for them, to know the Reaſons 
and Cauſes of their Diſcontents, and why they in ſd 


-* tumultuous à Manner had drawn together ſuch a 


Number 


hat the King hearing of their riotous conciled. 
Meeting in Harringey Park, tho' he was adviſed to 
* repreſs them by Force, which he could eaſily have 
* done; yet out of his princely Clemency, had choſen 
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Number of People. The Lords made anſwer, That Ti 
it was not out of any ambitious or turbulent Humor, were 
that they had taken Arms; for they neither affected Lor 
* his Crown, nor envied his Peace, but through an un- their 
© avoidable Neceflity of preſerving his Perſon and vanci 
© Realm;and ſecuring their on Lives from the impend- very) 
ing Dangers, which were falling upon them, by ſuch Per- cerit) 
* ſons as were Enemies to both, and ſhrowded their Duke 
ill Actions under his Favour; that the Duke of Ire. Arm. 
land, Earl of Suffolt, Archbiſhop of York, Sir Robert to L 


Fraſilian, Sit Nicholas Bramber, and ſome others, were as tO 


* thoſe Traitors to the King and Realm, that they Tho! 
were afraid of, and ſought. to remove; becauſe (6 a Dil 
long as they were in Place and Favour, the Nation fore « 


muſt be miterable, nor could any Man be ſafe; and aun; 
that they had not brought any falſe Accuſation againſt Party 
them, they declar'd themſelves ready (if his Majeſty whict 
© would yield to it) to juſtify what they had alledg'd by raiſed 
* fingle Combat;* and then threw down their Gloves ed, 0 
at the Challengers. The King having heard them ward: 
with much Calmneſs, gave them this rational and mo- met | 
derate Reply, That ſuppoſing it were true, which and þ 
they had — — yet they had taken a very improper The 
Method to rectify their Grievances, which ought to him, 
© be done by Rules of Juſtice, not Adds of Rebellion; Gent] 
© that their preſent Tumults were of very ill Conſe- a Gen 
$.quence, and would encourage the Multitude to make Pa 
< uſe of the He Methods, which would be difficult to * the | 
+6 repreſs; that he would ſpeedily. call a Parliament, age, 
+ wherein the Perſons accuſed ſhonld appear, and all Gro 
© Matters of Difference ſhould be adjuſted, and all Thi. 
© true Cauſes of Trouble or Fears, to themſelves, or and 
_ © the Nation, be removed; and in the mean Time would The n 
© pardon all that was paſt, and take them into his Pro- and la 
© te&tion.* The King having finiſh'd his Speech, took was 1] 
the Duke of Glocefter by the Hand, and raiſing him BW taken 
from his Knees, bid thereſt riſe ; then retreating with them WM ment, 
. into a private Chamber, gave them a Treat, - and after clin'd, 
the Treat was over, gave them leave to depart. The eſcape 
Lords were throughly ſatisfied with the King's Be- the far 
haviour towards them; and after the King had put forth WW Baggaę 
his Proclamation: of Pardon, they looked upon all WW in Gol. 
Things in a certain Way of Settlement, at the Meet: him by 
ing of the next Parliament, to halt 
| WT ric e, 344: and pri 
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The Duke of Ireland, and the other Perſons accuſed, 11 N. 11. 

were not preſent at the late Interview. of the King, and 

Lords; and the Lords thought it not ſafe to diſmiſs be king 
their Army, left there ſhould be ſome. ſecret Contri- privately 


vance (till on Foot againſt them. And this Suſpicion was 
very fortunate: - For notwithſtanding the ſeeming Sin- 
cerity of the King's being reconcild- to them, yet the 
Duke of Ireland had a:ſecret Commiſſion, to raiſe an 
Army of the King's Friends about Cheſter, and to come 
to London, in which they hoped to find ſuch Aſſiſtance, 
as to be able without Difficulty to ſubdue. the Lords. 
Tho' this was acted with great Privacy, and at ſo great 
a Diſtance, yet the Lords had notice of it, who there- 
fore contriv'd to intercept the Duke in his Way to Lox- 
din ; and therefore ſent the Earl of Derby with a ſtron 

party, to poſt themſelves in the Countries, throug 

which he was to paſs. The Duke of Ireland, having 
taiſed a Body of ſix thouſand Men, ſtout and well arm- 
ed, out of Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, was marching to- 
wards London; but the Earl of Derby, and his Party 
met him at Radcot- bridge near Burford in Oæſord. ſpire, 


* 
F 
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raiſes an 


Arm 


paint the 


and had broken down the Bridge to force them to fight. 


The Duke of Ireland was ſurpriſed at their meeting 
him, and being fearful of his own Fate, perfuaded the 
Gentlemen to retreat. But Sir Thomas Moiinenx being 
a Gentleman of great Courage, replied, that it was but 
a Party of the Lords Army, and that commanded: by 
the Earl of Derby, a Man famous, neither for Cour- 
' age, nor Conduct; and that if they ſhould give 
Ground to theſe, they could not hope to effect any 
Thing elſe againſt the whole Power of the Lords, 
and therefore encouraged them to prepare for a Fight. 
The next Day a Fight began, which was very ſharp, 
and laſted long; but in the End, Sir Thomas Molineuæ 
moſt of his Men were either kill'd or 


clin'd, and ſwimming over the River Thames,made his 
eſcape, quitting his 
the farther Bank, and got away on Foot. His Horſe, 
Baggage, and Armor were all taken, with a great Sum 
in Gold; and in his Trunk, was found a Letter ſent to 
him by the King himſelf, wherein he commands him 
to haſten to London, with what Speed he could, 
ad promiſes to live and die with him. The Duke fled 

2 4 to 


uke 
orſe, becauſe he could not make lead. 
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- 12688. to Holland, and from thence into Fauce. This happy 
WwYW Vittory prov'd to the Lords, in a Manner, the ut 
Overthrow of their Enemies; for the Duke of Ireland 
never return'd, and the Earl of Suffoll fled to his Bro- 
ther at Calais, who was Captain of that Fortreſs ; the 
King betook himſelf to the Tower, and chief Juſtice 
| Treſilian, the Archbiſhop of Di, and all the reſt of the 
Party withdrew from London, and lay conceal'd. About 
this Time an Envoy from the King of Frauce was taken 
with Letters, in which Letters of ſafe Conduct were ſent 
to King Richard, the Duke of Ireland, and ſome others 
to come to Boloigy, where he would be ready to te- 
ceive him, and then was to take Poſſeſſion of Calai 
and other Fortreſſes, for which, — ſays, he had 

already paid King Richard Part of the Money. ö 
The Enemies of the Lords thus diſappearing, 
they had no viſible Oppoſition, | whereupon they 
marched with their Army of forty thouſand Men 
to London, and muſter'd at Clerkenwell, The Arch- 
biſhop and ſome other Peers defired the King to-con- 
deſcend to a peaceable Compoſure of Affairs; but he 
ſet light by their Advice, and told them, That they 
< would ſoon diſſolve of themſelves without any Fret- 
< ty, their Multitude would in a ſhort Time conſume 
< all their Proviſion, and then they muſt break in Pieces 
+ of Courſe. Notice of theſe Words being carried to 
the Lords, they ſwore they would not depart from Lon. 
don, before they had ſpoke with the King 3 and having 
given him notice of it, they ſet a ſtrong Guard about 
the Tower, that he might not eſcape privately, The 
King being thus beſet, condeſcended to a Treaty, and 
ſent the Archbiſhop to acquaint them with it. The 
Lords were joyful at the News, but fearing ſome 
T reachery, if they treated with the! King in the 
Tower, defired him to meet with them at Heſtmnſter; 
but he * the Keys of the Gates, Turrets, 
and ſtrong Chambers, and permitting them with two 
8 hundred Men, to ſearch all Places, and clear up all 
Ad Lord Suſpicions, they at length receded from that Deſire. 
meet again The Duke of Glaceſter, and Earls af Warwick, Aru 
and the King 4e, Derby, and — — were the chief Managen 


les his g . 
PR Ma. Of the Treaty with the ing, who recoiv'd' them 104 


nagement. Pavilion of State, and then retired with them into his 
Ghamber. $a e aa Sq oy 


= 


The Lords there charged him with many unjuſt and 


diſhonout- 
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4honourable Actions, againſt the Nation and them- 11 Ri. 1. 


ſelves, vi⁊ · That he had by forg'd Crimes, and an unjuſt 
© Sentence, conſpired with his Favourites at Nottingham, 
© to take away their Lives; which tho? they had at their 
Meeting at Weſtminſter, been ſparing to upbraid him 
© with, out of Reſpe& to his Honour, becauſe they 
aw an amicable Agreement like to go forward, yet 
now they could not but lay before him, becauſe they 
t had ſince found Letters from him to the Duke of 
| Ireland, to raiſe Forces in Cheſhire againſt them, 
© even at the Time of their former Treaty; by which 
Action he added Perfidiouſneſs to Cruelty, and plain- 
 ]y ſhew'd that his Favour and Grace then pretended 
pas but a Vail to his ill Deſigns againſt them. That 
© he had made an Agreement with the French King, (as 
i by ſome Letters, which they had — and 
i then ſhew'd, they made appear) to reſign Calais, and 
his other Dominions on that Side to him, upon Con- 
dition that he might enjoy them as an Homager to 
' his Crown, and that Letters of ſafe Conduct were 
i ſent to him, to complete this Agreement, which was 
| indeed to betray the Exgliſb Poſſeſſions, purchaſed 
' with ſo much Blood, into their Enemies Hands.? They 
likewiſe mentioned many leſſer Grievances by the ill 
Conduct of the Miniſters of State, employ'd by him. 
The King had but little to ſay in his own Defence, but 
falling into an ingenuous Confeſſion of his Errors and 
Miſgovernment, with Tears, agreed to meet them 
next. Day at Heſtmiuſter, and rectify whatſoever was 
amis by their Confent. Upon this Promiſe, the Lords 
all departed, except the Earl of Derby, whom the King 
deſired to ſtay with him, as an Inſtance of his Reſolu- 
tion to join with them in ſettling the Diſorders of the 
Nation; which he expreſs'd much Satisfaction in, 
while the Earl was with him, but the Earl being de- 
parted, conſulting with thoſe about him, who buzz'd 
tin his Head, that that Meeting would tend much to 
the Hazard of his Perſon, and would end with a great 
Diminution of his Authority, he fully reſolv'd againſt 
it.. The Lords met the next Day at Heftminſter, ac- 
cording-to Appointment, but the King came not, nor 
would leave the Tower; which when they underſtood, 
they ſent him word plainly, * Thatif he would not meet 
them according to his Promiſe, they would cer- 
 tainly chuſe another. King, who ſhquld have more 
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1388 - © Regard to the faithful Advices, and Services of his 


Lords than he had. This Meſſage wrought the 
King into a Compliance, and he met them the next 

Day in Weſtminſter Hall. The main Thing that the 

Lords inſiſted upon, was that ſeveral traiterous Perſons 

ſhould for the Honour of the King's Perſon, and the 

Good of the Nation, be removed from Court, to 

which the King, tho' not very freely, conſented. And 
accordingly the Archbiſhop of York, the Biſhop of Dur- 

The King's ham, and the King's Confeſſor, Fryar Ruſtoch, and 
Mini- the Biſhop of Chicheſter, were ſtrictly forbid to come 
arreſted into the King's Palace, or Preſence ; the two firſt of 
ſecured, which were fled. The Lords Zouch, Burnel, and Beay- 
mont, alſo the N Sir Alberich de vere, Sit 

Baldwin Berford, Sir John Worth, Sir Thoma 

Clifford, Sir 9655 Lovel, and Sir Richard Adderbury, 

were likewiſe baniſh'd the Court, and oblig'd to give 
Security for their Appearance at the next Seſſion of Par- 
liament. Likewiſe ſome Ladies of no $94 Reputa- 

tion, as the Ladies, Mohun, Molings, Poynings, and 

Worth, were forced to find Sureties for their Appear- 

ances the next Parliament. And ſeveral others, who 

were greater Offenders, or at leaſt more open and pre- 

judicial to the Nation, were impriſoned, as Sir Wil. 

liam Ellingham, Sir John Salisbury, Sir Simon Barhy, 

Sir James Barniſh, Sir Nicholas Dagworth, Sir Tho- 

mas Trivet, Sir Nicholas Bramber, Sir Jobn Bean- 
champ, Keeper of the King's privy Purſe ; Nicholas 
Lake, Dean of the Chapel, Richard Clifford, John Lin- 
coln, and John Motford Clerks, and John Blake Bariſter 
at Law, who were ordered to be tried the next Parliament. 
; The Time drawing near, when the Parliament was 
in Ade ang to meet, tho“ it was by the general Conſent of the 
Taxes, King, Lords and Commons; yet he knowing it would 
prove fatal to his Friends, contrived all Means poſſible 

to prorogue it; but not daring to inſiſt upon his Prero- 

ative at that Time, it met on the 3* of Febraary. The 

ords came to it with ſach Attendants as ſeem'd neceſ- 

ſary for their Safety. The Commons reſorted to it 

with great Diligence, becauſe of the general ExpeQa- 

tion they had of a compleat Reformation of all Diſor- 

ders, which they ſo well effected, that it was call'd the 
Wonder-working Parliament. On the firſt Day of their 
meeting, they cauſed all the Judges that were ſitting in 


Weſtminſter-Hall to be arreſted. Their Crime 1 
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« That in the laſt Parliament they had over-ruled the 11 N. H. 
„Actions and Determinations of the Lords with their 

« Advice and Directions, and had aſſured them, that 
« all was done according to Law, but afterwards had 


« oiven the King a contrary Judgment at Notting- 


« ham, and had deliver'd it as their Opinion, that the 


Actions of the ſaid Parliament were illegal and trai- 
« terous. The Judges had nothing to plead in Excuſe, 
bt their Fears of the Duke of Ireland, who threatned 
their Ruin unleſs they gave ſuch Anſwers as he deſir'd; 
and therefore th 
ment; who confidering that the whole Affair was ma- 
naged by the Chief Juſtice Treſilian, and that the others 
were ſurpris'd and forc'd to give their Opinions, the 


ſubmitted themſelves to the Parlia- 
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only ban iſn d them for their Lives, and confiſcated their The N 
Goods, but reſolv'd to deal more ſeverely with Treſi- 


ln, when they could apprehend him. In the next Place, 
they proceeded againſt the Duke of Ireland, the Arch- 
diſnop of Tork, the Earl of Szfolk, the Chief Juſtice Tre- 
filan, and Nicholas Bramber the Lord Mayor of London, 
who being fled from Juſtice, were ſummoned to appear, 
and for Non-Appearance, were ſentenced to perpetual 
Baniſhment, and their Eſtates confiſcated. Some ſmall 
Time after the Chief Juſtice Treſilian was diſcover'd by 
one of his own Servants, aud ſiezꝰd at an Apothecary's at 
Weſtminſter, where he had lain concealed to get Know- 


edge" of the Parliament's Tranſactions. Being brought e, 
before the Parliament, he receiv'd Sentence to be drawn nichment. 


o burn, and have his Throat cut, which Judgment 
vis immediately executed. Sir Nicholas Bramber, who 
had been ſeveral Times made Lord Mayor of London 
ſerve the Court-Deligns againſt the Lords, and by 
bs illegal Cruelties in that Office, had murdered many 
of the Lords Friends, for which Services he was to be 
made Duke of Troy, (which ſome ſay was the ancient 
Name of the City of London) was condemned to be be- 


teaded with the ſame Ax (as ſome write) with which 


te had inflicted the ſame Puniſhment on others. Sir 
James Barniſh, Sir John Salisbury, Jobn Blake, Thomas 
lite and Fohn Beauchamp were all drawn and hang'd 


for the ſame Crimes. Sir Simon Burley Conſtable of Sir Sin 


Dover-Caſtle was beheaded, being accufed of conſpiring ju 


o deliver up that Caſtle to the Feuch, tho? this was o Death. 


dot prov'd againſt him, and tho* the Earl of Derby in- 
erceeded much for him, yet to the Dukè of Gloceſter's 
aroſe Temper he fell a Sacrifice. The 


s Pu- 


Tre- 


un- 
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The Parliament hoping that thoſe Perſons who were 


WYM the chief Cauſes of the Diſorders of the Nation be- 


ing remov'd, all Things would be ſettled, the Kin 
and Parliament, as if all Things were to begin aney 
agreed to ratify their Reſolutions of doing their Dur 
The King to each other by an Oath. The King 


promiſed to ſtand 


and Far ia. hy the Lords in governing the mcg Foray took his Co. 


ment re ew 
their Oaths 


ronation-Oath again, and the two 


ouſes of Parlia. 


of Coronati- ment ſwore Homage and Fealty to him. This bein 


TY. 


Extraordi- 
parySwarms 


of Gnats. 


on and Fea-Jone, they granted the Kin 
| and half a 
dies. They likewiſe granted twenty thouſand Pound 
to the Lords, out of a Tax upon Leather and Wool, in 
Conſideration of their Labour and Expences, for the 
Honour, Profit, and Safety of the King and Kingdom, 
After which an Act of Indemnity was paſs'd for the 


half a Tenth of the Clap 
ifteenth of the Laity, and ſome other Subj 


Pardon of all other Perſons concern'd on either Side, 
during the late Inſurredions; and the Parliament de- 
clar'd, That conſidering the tender Age of the King, aud 
the Innocency of his Royal Perſon, nothing ſhould be 4. 
counted any Fault or Di ſhoneſty in his Perſas in any Mas- 
wer, nor ſhould turn to his er Prejudice by any 
Contrivance or Interpretation whatſoever ; and then was 
diffolv'd, the King being diſcontented and angry at what 
he had done in it. At that Time the King created 


John Holland, Earl of Huntingdon. 


This Year, while the King was at his Palace at Sheen, 
now call'd Richmond, in the Month of Faly, there ap- 
pear*d on a ſudden ſuch innumerable Swarms of Gnats, 
that they darkned the Air. They skirmiſhed and fought 
in Parties; the ſlain fell down to the Ground b 5 
and being ſwept together with Brooms, were found to 
be many Buſhels full; above a third Part of the whole 
came off Conquerors, and flew away. 


Earl of 4. The Dnke of Bretagne being under the Diſpleaſure 
rundet ſent of the King of France, becauſe he had impriſon'd the 


Dukeof zue, L-Ard Gueſe 
J 


— 


e 


in the Conſtable, fear'd an Invaſion; wheres 
upon the Earl of Arundel being made Admiral again by 
the Parliament, put to Sea with a great Navy, well 
ftor'd with Land Forces, and ſeveral Noblemen to al: 
fiſt the Duke. The Engliſb Fleet arriv'd at Rochel, and 
tanding ſome Forces, began to lay waſte the Count 

about Marrant; but a Peace being ſuddenly conclud 


between the Frencb King and the Duke, the Earl return d 


and in his Paſſage met 12 the French Fleet, of w—_ 
of 
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did not let the Opportunity ſlip; and as ſoon as their 


Preparations were ready, entred the bordering Countries, 
lace where 


plundring, burning and killing in every 


395 


he took eighty, and invaded the Ifle of Beas and burnt 12. Ri. II. 

it, and alſo took the Iſle of Oleron. 
The Truce between the Engliſp and Scots being lately 

expired, the Scots thinking the Diſſentions of England 

to be an advantageous Juncture for them to invade it, 


— 


The Scots 
invade . 
* 


they came, The firſt Place they came to, was Gilleſland 


in Cumberland, where they committed great Barbarities : 
They ſhut up the Inhabitants in their Houſes by two 
hundred in a Company, and ſet them on Fire: Their 
next Inroad was to the North, and coming to Neu- 
caſtle, they were met by the Earl of Northumberland and 
his Sons Henry Lord Percy, ſirnamed Hotſpur, and 
Ralph, with a ſmall Force'to oppoſe them. The young 
Noblemen being deſirous of Honour were very eager 
to engage them. Earl Dozglaſs, who commanded that 
Party of Scott, was as forward to join the Battle. The 
Fight was at Otterburn, and Earl Doxglaſs, ſeeking. by 
Force to extort his Name from him, encountred the 
Lord Piercy fingly ; but being equal'd in Courage, 
and overmatch'd with Strength, he was ſlain. But the 
Victory was hardly compleated, before the Earl of Dun- 
bar came upon the Exgliſh with a much greater Force, 
and having ſlain the greateſt Part of them, he took the 
Lord Pzercy and his Brother Priſoners. 


In September the Parliament met again, and made ſeyeral Fifteenth 


Ads for the Benefit of the Publick, and among the reſt 


Par liament, 
its Acts and 


one for the removing the Staple of Wool from Middle Taxes. 


burg to Calais. They alſo granted the King a Fifteenth 
ofthe Clergy, and a Tenth of the Laity,and then broke up. 


Soon after the riſing of the Parliament, a Treaty of Peace treat 
Peace was ſet on Foot between England, France, and * of be- 
Srotland, The Commiſſioners of each Nation met nd arg 


at Balingham, a ſmall Town between Calais and Bul- France, anda 


bign, and after long Debates, came at length to agree 


Truce con» 
cluded for 


upon a Truce between the three Nations for three chree Vears 


Years. While the Treaty was carrying on, the Scozs 
had made ſeveral Incurſions into Northumberland, and 
carried off great Booties, which the Earl of Notting 
bam was not able to prevent, becauſe his Force was 
inferior to theirs. The Scots were ſo well pleas'd with 
their Robberies, that the News of the Truce. was very 

Yor h 2 cColdly 
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1389. coldly receiv'd by them, and they were not eaſily per. 
ſuaded to accept of it. 5 een oy 

An eminent There was a ou Conteſt between the Oxford Scho- 


306 


Quarrel be- lars this Year. The Welfo, who were always proud ana 

Orrs b. quarrelſom, having united the Scholars of the Southern 
xfordScho- 1 

lars. Parts to their Side, began to abuſe the Northern Scho- 

-4 lars, who being very numerous, ſtood up together in 

their own Defence; and much Miſchief was done on 

both Sides. At length the Matter came to this Iſſue, 

that they would determine all by a pitcht Fight; but the 

Duke of Gloceſter heating of it, and being much con- 

cern'd not only at the in Example, but alſo the ill Con- 

ſequences of it, found Means to prevent it, and cauſed 

ſeveral of the Yelfp, who had been the Authors of the 

Broil, to be expePd the Univerſity, and others of them 

to be puniſh'd with the uſual Mulcts of the Academy, and 

o ſettled the Univerſity in Quiet andgood Order again, 

Mes I 'he King was now full one and twenty Years of Age, 

being of Age And the Lords Regents, either not knowing or not wil- 

— che ling to take any Notice of it, did not reſign; he there- 

of his Kine fore reſolv'd to take the Government into his own 

dom. Hands, and for that Purpoſe, calling together a great 

Council of his Nobility at MWeſtmiuſter, demanded of 

them, what Age they ſuppos'd him to be of? They an- 

ſwer' d, Thar they thought him to be ſomething above 

one and twenty.“ The King then replied, © That i 

“ was unreaſonable, that he ſhould be denied what his 

* meaneſt Subjects enjoy'd, Who at that Age came into 

the Management and full Poſſeſſion of their Birth- 

« rights, and were no longer under Guatdians and Tu. 

« tors, and therefore he challenged the Government of 

his Kingdoms out of their Hands.” The Lords, 

- tho" they feared the ill Conſequences of his Rule, yet 

did not deny what he required, but yielded up their 

Power entirely to him: However, the King was not 

ſo well ſatisfied with their ſo readily doing it, but that he 

declar'd publickly, * That he renounc'd their Rule, 

and from thenceforth did aſſume ro' himſelf as fulla 

« Power of governing, diſpoſing Affairs, and admi. 

< niſtring Juſtice in his Realm as any of his Predecel- 

| « ſors, the Kings of Exgland did, and might lawfuliy 

The gre © uſe and exerciſe.” And that he might give them lu- 

State chang- ſtances of his Power, and to try their Submiſſion, made 

ed. an Alteration among the great Miniſters of State, ® 

the Lord Chancellor, the Treaſurer, the Lord 2 ' 
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Seal, the Lord Admiral, and ſeveral others. Many 13 Ri. 1. 


y per- 

1 other Alterations he made in the Court, which was ac- 

Scho- counted a new Model of a worſe Management than 

ud ana had been before for ſome Time carried on by the Lords. | 

uthern The Followers of Wickliff were very ſenſible that The Biſhops 

Scho- while their Enemies Heads were otherwiſe employed, erf 

ther in it was a favourable Juncture for them to propagate ing d wich 

one on their Doctrines, and accordingly had ſo far advanc'd, that 5f*s Do 

Iſſue, they were now become a form'd Church, and in many . 

but the Parts of the Nation had regular Congregations, with 

h con- Paſtors well qualified to preach and adminiſter the Sa- 

Con- craments. The State being thus at Peace, the Biſhops 

cauſed began to loak/ into Matters of Religion, which during 

; of the the late Troubles they had neglected. The Biſhop: of 

ff them Salisbary had gotten, from one that had been of their 

ny, and Society, a particular Account of all their Party, and 

r again, W their preſent Condition. The - Biſhop of Norwieb 

of Age, threatned ſeverely, that if any were found in his Dio- 

ot wil- W ceſe, he would make them hop headleſs, or fry @ Fag- 

> there- ot, One Jobn Swinderby, a Prieſt, luffer'd as an 

is Own eretick in the Biſhop of Hereford's Dioceſe ; but as 

a great W there is no Account of any other that ſuffer'd, it is pro- 

aded orf bable, that ſome Imprudence. in himſelf brought his 

hey an- Troubles upon him. The main Popiſh Doctrine that 

gabove the Wickliſfites oppos'd, was their Pilgrimages to Ima- 

Thatit ges, eſpecially the Rood and Lady of Valſingbam. 

phat his | The Duke of Gloceſter not being of the King's Coun- The Duke 

me into MW cil, it gave Encouragement to ſome Court-Paraſites to 3 ˖[& 

Birth · ſeek his Ruin, and therefore they accus'd him of a for- — of 

ind Tu- ged Crime, that he was about to raiſe an Army and Treaſon. 

ment of W depoſe the Kingiz the Duke was thereupon privately ex- 

Lords, amined and charg'd with the Accuſation, but he cleared 

ule, yet himſelf of it ſo well that both the King and his Coun- 

1p their eil thought it a Forgery. The Duke beg'd of the King | 

was not W that the Authors of the falſe Accuſation might be pu- | 

that he WW iſhed, but the King would not permit it. | 

r Rule, While the King was under the Apprehenſion of one The Duke | 

as full Rival, another more formidable arriv'd in England which of  Lancaſ- | 

| adm was the Duke of Lancaſter out of Spain. And altho' for — 

redeceſ· almoſt three Years he had undergone a various Fortune, and his Sue ; 

awfully and had paſt thro* many Troubles, yet at laſt he made ceſs chere 

hem In- an honourable Concluſion. At his firſt Entrance into - 9 

1, made i Hein, many Spaniards came over to aſſiſt him in reco- | 

State, as Vering his Wite's Right againſt the Ulſurper, and his ; | 

d Privy Arms were every where victorious, ſo that he met with | | 
Seal, | E 2 28 | \ 


ter to che 
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Army, under the Command of Don Alvarez de Perez, 
Was totally routed, and the Spaxiards ſo terrified with 

the Los, that they kept themſelves cloſe in their wal. 
led Towns. But the Heat aud Unkindneſs of the Cli- 
mate ſo afflicted his whole Army with mortal Diſeaſes, 
that he loſt many of his beſt Men, particularly the Lord 
Hits walter, and the reſt were rendred unfit for Service: 
And the Spaziards which had ſided with the Duke were 
To angry with the E»gl;þ for making fuch Havock of 
their Country, that they deſerted him, by which Means 
the Duke and his Friends were left ſo weak and expos'd 
to the Enemy, that in great Sorrow and Anguiſh of 
Mind he lamented bis Misfortune, and beg'd of God, 
who judges of every Man's Right, to interpoſe on his 
Behalf, and give him an honourable Concluſion of that 
Expedition; and that God hcard him in his Trouble, 
may be judg'dby the Event. Indeed the Duke had ſome 
Hope to retrieve his Loſs, by ſending into Exgland for 
-Recmits; but the Troubles there were ſuch, that the 
King could not _w him any: This farther encreas'd 
his Grief. The Duke therefore having obtaia'd Leave 
of the King of Spain, that his tick Soldiers might te- 
Main in Spain, till they recovered their Health, de- 
parted in much Grief to Bayou à City in Gaſcoigne, and 
there remained in much Melancholy for his ill Succeſs. 
But there Providence made Way for that happy Con- 
oluſion which the Duke deſir'd: For the Duke of 
Berry, Uncle to the King of France, made a Propoſi- 
tion of Marriage with Katharine the Duke's Daughter 
and Heireſs to the Crown of Spain after the Death of 

The Duke her Mother. This ſa'rous'd the Thoughts of the King 

of L424 of Caſtile and Leon, leſt that Match, by the Union of 


marries his * 


eldeſt Daugb · t N] ſuch potent Intereſts in France and Eug land, ſhould 


5 bring greater Danger to his Throne, than her Mother's 
ing of 


Spain's Son. had; that he by the Advice of his Council earneſtly ſo- 


licited the Duke of Lancaſter, that his eldeſt Son Henry 
might marry his Daughter. The Offers of the King ot 
Spain being more agreeable to the Duke of Lancaſter 
than the Duke of Berry's, a Marriage was concluded 
on upon the following Conditions, That after Prince 
„Henry of Spain had married the Lady Katherize, the 
Duke of Lancaſter's Daughter, they ſhould be call'd 
& Priuce and Princeſs of Afluria, ſo long as the preſent 


King lived. 2. That the Kingdom of Spain, = 


1 * 
fe aL 


for an 
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« the Death of the preſent King, ſhould deſcend to the 14 Ri. UI. 


« ſaid Princes, and the Heirs of their Bodies; and for 
« want of ſuch Heirs, to Eamond Duke of Terk, who 
had married the other Daughter of King Perer, and 
« to his Heirs. 3. That the King of Spain ſhould pay 
4 the Duke of Lancaſter two hundred thouſand Pound 
« towards. the Charges of his Expedition, and ten 
« thouſand Pound a Year, during his and his Dut- 
cheſſes Life at Bayon. This being concluded on, 
the Duke returned with Joy into Exgland; and hear- 
ing that a Difference began to ariſe between King Ki- 
chard and his Nobles, upon which Account the King 
had ſummoned a great Council to- meet at Reading, 
the Duke poſted thither to pay his Duty to the King, 
and to reconcile them, which he happily effected. 


© - 


While the Chriſtmas Carnivals were kept at Cour, The rome 
John Haſtings, Earl of Pembroke, learning to. ju _ —_— 
(which was an Exerciſe much uſed in thoſe Times) a Juſts. 


with Sir John St. John, received an unfortunate Blow 
on the Bottom of his Belly, which proved his Death, 
He was much lamented, becauſe he was a hopeful No- 
bleman, a generous and affable Perſon ; but it ſeems as 
tho" it were a Fate intailed upon the Family, to meet 
with an untimely Death; for it was an Obſervation 
made by many, that from the Time of Aznrer de Va- 
lence, Earl of Pembroke, who was one of the Peers, 
who condemned Thomas Earl of Lancaſter, at Pante- 
fact, about eighty Years before, none ever lived to 
ſee his Son, tho? hs Deſcent in the whole Blood laſted 
all the While. This was deem'd a juſt Puniſhment of 
the Sin of their Anceſtors againſt that Nobleman, whom 
the Pope canonized for his Virtues as a State Martyr. 


The Parliament met at Weſtminſter, after the Feaſt Sixteenth 
of St. Hilary, and divers Things were enacted for 3 


Good of the Publick, the mo 
were againſt the Procurement of Pardons for Mur- 
ders, T reaſons, and Rapes. The Commons having ob- 
ſerved, that the King's Pardons were an Encourage- 
ment to ſuch Facts, petitioned the King that he would 
oblige himſelf, not to grant any Pardons for thoſe 
Crimes. But the King refuſed to do it, becauſe he 
would not deprive his Crown of a Branch of its Pre- 
pure; but yet paſſed an Act much to the ſame Ef- 
feet, viz. That all Perſons, who procured a Pardon 
for any guilty of the ſaid Crimes ſhould be fined ac- 

X 3 cording 


remarkable of which and Taxes. 
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1390. cording to their Quality; an Archbiſhop, or Duke, a 


A thouſand Pound; a Biſhop, or Earl, athouſand Marks; 


an Abbot, Prior, or Baron, five hundred Marks; 
and inferior Ranks, two hundred Marks, and a Years 
Impriſonment. The Parliament granted the King Sub- 
ſidies; and at the riſing of it, the King made John 
of Gannt, Duke of Lancaſter, Duke of Aquitain, and 
had him inſtalled by the Cap and Bonnet, and alſo 
Edward the eldeſt Son of the Duke of York, Earl of 
EO E cre 8 A 
everal un In the Beginning of the Spring ſeveral unhappy Acci- 
gebs Aci qents befel Eeglasd. The Plague raged ſorely, eſpe· 
cially in the North, ſo that many thouſands died of it; 
and it was particularly obferved, that its Effects were 
moſt malignant upon young Men, who were moſt ea- 
ſily infected with it, and rarely eſcaped; there died of 
it, in a few Weeks Time, eleven thouſand in the Ci- 
ty of York, At the ſame Time there was a great 
Weareiry of Corn, ſo that a Buſhel of Wheat was ſold 
for thicteen Pence, which was thought a great Price 
m thoſe Days. In March there aroſe ſuch a tempeſtuous 
Wind, that it blew down many Houſes, and did a great 
deal of other Harm in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom: 
— Engliſh The Saracens of Barbary being very troubleſome to 
Again che the Gemoeſe, and by their Numbers threatning the Ruin 
Sarcaens, of their Teritories ; the Citizens of Genoa begged the 
—ͤ— Aſſiſtance of the Exgliſ and French; who thinking it 
2 the common Intereſt of Chriſtendom, to keep thoſe Bar- 
both Succeſs. harians out of Europe, therefore the King of England, 
ſent an Army under the Command of John Beaufort, 
natural Son of the Duke of Laacaſter, over to France, 
to join the Forces to be ſent by the French King, on 
the ſame Expedition. They marched through France 
to Genoa, and there took Shipping, to aſſault the In- 
fidels in Africk, The Saracens had planted themſelves 
upon the Shore, to oppoſe their Landing, and were 
ready prepared to engage them at their fir Entrance: 
But the Eugliſh and French Archers ſoon made Room 
with their Arrows, for their Landing, and having flain 
a conſiderable Number of them, put the reſt to Flight, 
Then the Exgliſb and French marched directly to Tunis, 
and — it, and in a ſmall Time took it, having 
Nain the King's Brother, ſeveral great Men, and above 
four thouſand of the Barbarians. The King himſelf, 


and 4 conſiderable Party fled into the Caſtle, and el 
$12.4 51 15.88, (* : | 1 
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it out for fix Weeks: But in the End, being very much 14 Ri. 11. 
ſtreightned for Proviſions, he was conſtrained to de- 
fire Peace, and offered them a large Sum of Money 


to depart his Country. The Exgliſß and French tho? 
they had been much diſabled by Sickneſs in their Camp, 
infilted upon other Conditions, that they ſhould carry 
their Prey away with them, and have ſuch Chriſtian Pri- 
ſoners, as they had taken, delivered to them ; and that 
the Saracens ſhould oblige themſelves, that from thence- 
forth they would ceaſe from plundring Italy and 
France; Which Conditions having obtained, they re- 
turned home, laden with Riches and Honour. This 
was the only Voyage in which the Exgliſh and French 
were ſuccesful in their Union ; for before they were 
uſed to defeat the Deſign of their Arms by their mu- 
wal Diſſentions. | | 
The Lithzantians having by their Incurſions much af- An Army 
ficted Pruſſia, and reduced the Inhabitants to great Mi- ſent _ 
ſeries, the Pruſſians entreated King Richard to ſend — 
them Succours; and accordingly an Army was ſent /a, and their 
over under the Command of Henry of Lancaſter, Earl Succels. 
of Derby, who not only drove the Litbuanians out of 
Pruſſia, but alſo invaded their Country, and took one 
of their Cities ; the Earl of Derby himſelf being one 
of the firſt who ſcaled the Walls, and erected the 
Exzliſþ Banner upon them, to the great Honour of 
himſelf, and the Engliſb Nation; and having reſtored 
the Pruſſians to Peace and Safety, he returned home. | 
While theſe Things were tranſacting abroad, all ne x; 
Things being quiet at home, the King diverted. him- diverts him- 
ſelf with Feats of Arms, as Juſts and Tournaments, — = 
at which twenty four Exgliſbmen challenged all Co- Arms. 
mers, and were encountred by ſo many Foreigners, 
with much Valour and Art, Theſe Exerciſes were 
appointed to be performed in Smithfield, and to begin 
on the Sunday after Michaelmaſt Day, and were pro- 
claimed by Heralds in all the Courts of Chriſtendom. 
The Earls of St. Paul and O ſtronaut came over from 
France to be Spectators of this Trial of Courage and 
Skill, which was deſervedly admired. * 
As to theſe Juſts and Tournaments it may be.obſery- 
ed, That the Solemnity began at the Tower of Lan- 


one their Knight by her Side, by a Silver Chain, gar- 
X 4 niſhed 
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niſhed with white, Harts and golden Crowns, having 


þ/ Courſers led before by as many Eſquires of Honour; 
and in this pompous Manner they paſſed through Cheqp. 
fide to Smithfield. Theſe Juſts continued for many 


Days, in which the King himſelf performed his Part, 
The Nights were concluded with Muſick, Dancings, 
and ſofter Entertainments ; and during the whole Time, 
the King and Queen lodged at the Biſhop's Palace; 
near St. Paul's, and kept a molt noble Houle for al] 
8 and others. The King gave the Foreigners 
Gold Chains, as Badges of his royal Favours; and having 
feaſted them royally at Kenſington ſeveral Days, they 
departed with great Satisfaction. 


About St. Martin's Day, a Parliament met, but gave 


Parliament ng Taxes, nor did any Thing extraordinary. 
The King of "The King of France conſidering that his continual 
France de- Diſſentions with England had brought great Detri- 


ment to his Country, about Chri/tmaſs tent over an 
Embaſſage to England, to make Propoſals of a per- 
petual Peace between the two Nations. King K:chard 
having taken Advice with his Council concerning the 
Propoſal, was much encouraged to a Compliance, and 
diſmiſſed the Embaſſadors with Promiſes of a ſpeedy 
Treaty about it. This coming to the Pope's Ear, he 
ſent a Meſſage to the King, inſinuating that the Propo- 
ſitions of Peace made by the King of France, were 
only intended to further a Deſigu, which he had con- 
trived with the Antipope, to make himſelf Emperor, 
and his Brothers the Dukes of Turin, and Anjou, the one 
King of Taſcany and Lombardy, and the other King of 
Sicily; and that if he could lall Eagland aſleep, with 
Lopes of a Peace, till he could bring this Plot to 
Effect, he would then be in a Capacity to make him- 
ſelf Maſter of all; and therefore, as i: much con- 
cerned Exgland to prevent it, the Nuntio  beſought 
him to aſſiſt his Maſter againſt the French King, it 
he ſhould invade 1zaly, as he had threatned to do. 


„ The King having put out a Proclamation purſuant 


to the Statute of Proviſors, and having it publiſhed 
in Lendon, commanding all beneficed  Clergymen, 


who were Eugliſbmen by Birth, and then reſided in 


the Court of Rome, to return Home within a Year; 
under certain Penalties 3 the Pope was ſtartled at this 


Proclamation, thinking now, that the Exgliſb began 
to: de jn. rarneſh and that the Laws Laws Sormer 
31 n. 1 
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1y made againſt his Profit would lie no longer dor- #4 Reg. U. 
mant, as they had for ſome Time done; and theres WWW 
fore gives his Nuntio Inſtructions to require of Kin 
Richard, to aboliſh and repeal the ſaid Statutes anc 
Proclamation, ſo far as they tended to derogate from 
the Church's Liberties , declaring that otherwiſe he 
thought himſelf oblig'din Conſcience to proceed againſt 
all ſuch Perſons, who had been inſtrumental in making 
thoſe Laws, according to the Severity of the Canons. 
The King ſeem'd to give a favourable Earto the Nun- 
tio's Words, and having communicated them to his 
Council, ordered him to ſtay till the Parliament, and 
then. he ſhould receive a full Anſwer to all his De- 
mands. | 

This Spring, the Duke of Gloceſter went into Prauſ- The Duke 
ſa, to the great Trouble of the People; he was always d Sefer 
xccounted the Darling of the People, but before this p,1j 
Voyage, it was not well known how great a Share he 
had in their Affections, who then diſcover'd them b 
their Heavineſs at his Departure. He had a very roug 
and dangerous Voyage, as if Providence had been as 
much againſt it as the People; for he was in his Return 
by a violent Tempeſt driven to the Coaſts of Norway 
and Denmark, and at laſt with great Difficulty arrived 
at Tinmouth, where having tarried a ſhort Time to re- 
freſh himſelf, he return'd to his Seat at Pleſbey, recei- 
ving extraordinary Expreſſions of Joy from the People 
for his ſafe Arrival, all the Way in his Journey thi- 
ther. 4 | 

Many great Calamities afflicted England this Summer, The Nation 
which ſeem to have been preſag'd by certain ſtrange and variouſly af- 
dreary Clouds, which hid the Sun for fix Weeks toge- flictel. 
ther, and very much obſcur'd the Light of it; its Beams 
at firſt appeared red and bloody, and remain'd all the 
forepart of the Day upon the Face of it; but about 
— they turn'd black, and permitted little or no Light 
till Night. | 

i ieee the diſappearing of this Phœnome- * 
non, both Peſtilence and Famine afflicted the 1 
Nation; the Plague broke dqut in ſeveral Parts, but 
raged moſt violently in Norfolk, and about York. 
In Tork there are ſaid to havedied above ten thouſand, 
and in Norfolk a greater Number. The Famine chiefly af- 
fiicted Londow, and the Countries adjoining, which were 
not ſo much afflicted with the Plague, but labour'd under a 

1 great 
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1392 great Scarcity of Corn, inſomuch that the Poor of the 
City were fed at the Charge of the City, two thouſand 
Marks being taken out of the Orphans Stock to buy 
Corn; and the twenty four Aldermen were oblig'd to 
contribute twenty Pounds a Piece for that Purpoſe, 


that the Wants of the Poor might not create them 


Troubles. The Corn was ſold to ſuch as had Mo- 

ney, at a moderate Price, and to ſuch as had no Mo- 

ney, upon Truſt, to be paid the next Vear; and ſo 

they not only preſerv'd the Peace of the City, but gain d 

a good Opinion of all Men for their Charity, and Care 

for the Goad of the Publick. A plentiful Harveſt ſuc- 

ceeding, put an end to theſe Calamities ; but the un- 

wholſom Food that many had liv'd upon inthe Timeof 

Scarcity, had thrown them into Fluxes, and other Diſ. 

tempers, of which they died in great Multitudes. About 

this Time, Henry Hotſpur Earl of Northumberland, 

and Governor of Calais, was called home, and made 

Warden of the Marches in Scotland, and the Earl of 
Nottingham made Lieutenant in his Place. | 

Eighteenh The Parliament, according to the King's Promiſe 

Parliament to the Pope's Nuncio, met immediately after the Feaſt 

— and of All Souls. And ſeveral Things were enacted forthe 

Good of the Publick ; but that which was thought of 

the greateſt Benefit at that Tima, and ſince hath done 

great Service in the Church, was the Act about Iinpro- 

priations, concerning which it was enacted, That in 

© every Licence to be made hereafter in Chancery for 

© the Appropriation of any Church, the Biſhop of the 

© Dioceſe ſhould have Power to reſerve a convenient 

Sum of Money out of the Fruits and Profits of it, 

© to ſuſtain the poor Pariſhioners of the ſaid Church, 

© and to endow a perpetual Vicar, ſufficiently to ſup- 

© plythe Cure of Souls conſtant!y.” This Act. was the O- 

riginal of moſt of our Vicaridges. The Pope's Com- 

The” Pope's plaint againſt the Statute of Proviſors was prefer'd to 

1 the Parliament, and the King, and Duke of Lancaſter, 

Parliament, labour'd all they could to have it repeal'd; but by all 

their Endeavours could not obtain it, yet by much Im- 

portunity it was allowꝰ'd, that notwithſtanding the Pro- 

viſions of the Pope were accounted an intolerable Griev- 

ance to the Nation, yet the King by his Proclamation, 

ſhould have Power to diſpenſe with the Execution dt 

the Stat ute. The Duke of Lancaſter being deſign'd to 

go very ſoon to Amiens, to treat of a final Peace mk 
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the King of France in Perſon, and it being thought ne- 15 M. 1. 

ceſſary he ſhould be attended with a ſtately Equipage, 
for the Honour of the Nation; the Parliament granted ve 

the King a Tenth from the Clergy, and a Fifteenthced by the 
fom the Laity, to ſupport the Charge. And becauſe Parliament. 

the Eugliſp were under Apprehenſions of an Invaſion 

from Scotland, another Tenth and Fifteenth was gran- 

ted, but upon Condition that it ſhould not be collected, 

unleſs the Scots were ſo troubleſome, that an Expediti- 

on againſt them were judg'd neceſſary. Theſe Things 

being done, the Parliamentjwere ſent home. 

The Duke of Laxcaſter, Biſhop of Darham, and The Duke 
ſome other Noblemen, attended with a Train of eleven of Lanaſter 
hundred Horſe-Men, ſet forwards ſoon after Chriſt- 5955 8 
mas, towards France, to the Place of Treaty at Amiens. make a 
The King of France having heard a great Character of Face, with 
the Duke for his Wiſdom and Prudence, made as mag-  * 
nificent Preparations for his Reception, as if he had 
been the greateſt Emperor in the World, and met him him- 
ſelf at Amiens, attended with the chief Peers of France. 

The Charges of the Exgliſp Ambaſſadors were born by 
the King of France, from the Time of their coming 
from Calais, to their Return thither again. At the 
Treaty divers Propoſitions were made on both Sides; 
but nothing was concluded, but that the Truce which was 
to end at Mid-ſummer, ſhould continue a Year longer. 

While this Treaty was carried on in Fance, King 
Richard kept the nobleſt Court of any King in Europe, The Splen- 
and his Subjects by his Example abandon'd all Thoughts ar of ts 
of Frugality, and gave themſelves over to Luxury: Con. 
Great was the Exceſs of Diet, the Pomp and Gran- 
deur of his Court, in Apparel inimitable, in Number of 
Servants incredible; ten thouſand Men fed daily on his 
Bread, and three hundred were employ'd for the Service 
of his Kitchen, and the Queen had three hundred Wo- 


heir uncivil Behaviour by Arms; but he wiſely wav'd 
4 an J his 
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1392. his Reſentment, till another Opportunity, which he 
WY Rm quickly found out. | 
Soon after the Duke of Lancaſter was arriv'd in Emp. 
A grear dowd, the King call'd a great Council, like a Parliz- 
Council cal- ment, at Stamford, to conſult about the Peace to be 
8 concluded with France, or to reſolve upon a War 
King. as ſoon as the preſent Truce was expir'd. The King had 
been put upon this Determination by the Duke of 2 
caſter, becauſe the King of France had engaged him to ha- 
ſten the Peace, that he might reſtore Leo King of Arme- 
via, and ſubdue the other Barbarians, who were trouble. 
ſome to Chriſtendom. | 
But this Council after long Debates came to no Con- 
cluſton, and the rather becauſe at that Time, the King's 
Couſin the Duke of Gelderland came over to England, 
and promiſing him an Aſſiſtance of a conſiderable Bo- 
dy of Men to make War upon France, or the Scots if 
there were occaſion, he advis'd the King to make 
no Agreement with the King of France, but upon 
ſuch Conditions as were advantageous and honourable 
to himſelf, and Realm. - Which Offer made the King 
more indifferent for the Peace, and more reſolute to 
obtain good Conditions if it were carried on. 
A vrexTy- About this Time an unhappy Accident fell out in 
mult in the the City of London, which tho* from an inconſiderable 
Ligand the Beginning proceeded ſo far, as to cauſe the Citizens to 
Satrys ſtand as much in Need of the King's Favour, as he 
Palaceatiaul- lately had of their Money. The occafion was this: A 
d. Baker's Man carrying a Basket of Bread thro* Fleet- 
ſtreet, as he paſs'd by the Biſhop of Salisbury's Palace, 
ane of the Biſhop's Servants took a Loat of Bread 
out of his Basket ; the Baker endeavour'd to take it 
from him, but was worſted by the Servant, and woun- 
ded in the Scuffle; the People gathered together to ap- 
prehend the Biſhop's Servant, but his Fellow Servants 
got him into the Palace, and ſecur'd him. The People 
enrag'd at this Reſcue, firſt demanded the Servant 


peaceably by a Conſtable, but he being denied, the Mob, 
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who neither lov'd nor fear'd the Biſhop altho' he was 
Lord Treaſurer, became very outrageous, and endes. 
vour'd to break open the Gates, and being reſiſted 
threaten'd to fire them. The Mayor, Sheriffs, and 
Aldermen, having Information of this Tumult, en- 
deavour'd with all the Care and Speed they could to 
repreſs it. But the Company was grown 10 _— 
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ous, and juſtly provok'd, that neither Perſuaſion nor 16 Ri, n. 
Force, would for a long Time prevail with them, but L \ 
at laſt by much Intreaty, they were appeas'd, and went 
nietly Home. The Biſhop, who was at that Time at 
Viudſor with the King, and who hated the Londoners, 
becauſe they were commonly reputed Favourers of 
Viclliſf, repreſented the Matter to the King with all 
the Favour poſſible, on the Side of his own Servants, 
and all the Aggravations on the Part of the Citizens, 
peeing the Tumult, as a malicious Outrage, not 
only againſt the Church, but the State, he being both 
Treaſurer and Biſhop. The King who had not forgotten 
the late Affront offered him by the Loudoners, in not 
lending him the Money he deſir'd, needed no great Ag- 
eravations, to make him lay hold on this Opportunity 
of being reveng'd, in i furious Rage threatned to raze 
the City ; but ſome. of the Nobility bringing him intoa 
better Temper, he ſent for the Mayor, and Officers of 
the City, and objected many Crimes and Diſorders a- 
ainſt them, to which they made a modeſt and plain 

efence, but nothing was accepted as ſufficient, 
but the Mayor was made a Priſoner at Windſor, 
and the reſt were committed to other Goals, and King fies 
all the Liberties and Privileges of the City ſeiz'd into the Liber- 
the King's Hand; and he put in a Governor under the die, o dhe 
Title of the Warden of the City, and the Terms and 
Courts of Judicature were remoy'd to the City of 
rt. The Citizens in this Condition, were in great 
Diſcontent, and made humble Suit by the Queen, the 
Duke of Gloceſter, the Biſhop of London, and other 
Noblemen, to the King, that they might be reſtor'd to 
their antient Privileges; and at length prevail'd ſo far, 
that the King came into the City of London, where he 
was met with the moſt imaginable Pomp and Magnifi- 
cence, aud he, and the Queen, being preſented by the 
Citizens, with each a Crown of Gold of great Va- 
lue, ſent for their Charter and other Grants of Liber- 
ties of their City, and caus'd them to be perus'd, and 
allowing ſome, and cancelling others, reſtor'd the City oo Op 
ain to their antient State, except their Government their antient 
bya Mayor, which they could not obtain, till at ſeye- Privileges 
ral Times they preſented the King with two thouſand 
Marks of Gold, and ten thouſand Pound in Silver. 
Which ſevere Uſage loſt him the Affedions of the 
Citizens ever after. The Biſhop of London, who was 

b a prin- 
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1392. a principal Inſtrument in bringing about this Reconci. 
| liation, was much honour'd by the Citizens all his Life 
for it; and after his Death, the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
many of the chief Citizens went nine Times a Yearin 
ſolemn Proceſſion to ene en where he lay butied, 
to pray for his Soul, and the Souls of all Chriſtians, xs 
a grateful Return of his Kindneſs to them. 
The Duke of About this Time, the 1r:þ revolted from their Sub- 
1 jection, and the Duke of Gloceſter having been firſ 
"_ is made Duke of Ireland, was ſupplied with Money to 
forbidden. raiſe an Army to repreſs them. And when he had with 
great Application provided an Army, and was ready to 
go thither with a conſiderable Force, his great Name 
had, before he came thither, ſubdued the Rebels; for 
the chief Leaders of them had determined to ſubmit to 
him, as ſoon as he ſnould arrive. But the Duke's E. 
nemies, envying him the Honour, prevail'd with the 
King to countermand him. 
Nineteenth _ The Parliament, met at Wincheſter, and among di- 
Parliament verſe Acts, for the Benefit of the Publick, that of 
Taxes. greateſt Note was the Act called the Statute of Pre- 
munire, by which it was enacted, * That whereas the 
« Biſhop of Rome, under Pretence of an abſolute Su- 
& premacy over the Church, took upon him to diſs 
„e poſe by his Mandates, of . moſt of the Biſhopricks, 
« Abbacies, and other Eccleſiaſtical Benefices. : 
« Worth, in England; and if the Biſhops did upon 
& legal Preſentments of the Patrons of ſuch Benef- 
« cies, inſtitute any Clerks to them, they were there- 
upon excommunicated by the Pope, to the great 
« Damage, and unjuſt Wrong of the King's good 
« Subjects: And whereas the Biſhop of Rowe took 
« upon him to tranſlate and remove the ſaid Biſhops, 
« either out of the Realm, or from one See to another 
« within the Realm, without Knowledge of the King, 
“ or Conſent of the Biſhops themſelves : If any Per- 
“ ſons ſhall purchaſe, or cauſe to be purchaſed, in the 
« Court of Rome, any ſuch Tranſlations, Sentences 
& of Excommunication, Bulls, or other Inſtruments, 
* to the Detriment of the King, and his Realm, both 
e they, and ſuch as bring, receive, notify, or put them 
« in Execution, ſhall be put out of the King's Pro- 
« tection, and their Lands and Tenements, Goods 
and Chattels, forfeited to the King, and their Bodies 
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4 out againſt them, by the Writ called Præmuniri fa- 16 Ri, II. 
4 cas, as is ordained in other Statutes of Proviſfors. CYW | | 
The Pope reſented this Statute ver highly; he was 


before very peeviſh for the Statute of 


ortmain, and o- 


ther Acts againſt his Encroachments; but this put him 
into ſuch a Fury, that he wrote a Letter to the Duke 
of Bedford, wherein he calls the Act Statutum execra- 
ile, a curſed Statute, and the Paſſing of it, Fædum & 


turpe facinus. In this Parliament the King had no 


Tax of the Laity, but the Clergy gave him a Fifteenth 


towards the Charges of the Dukes of Lancaſter and 
Cheeſter, in their negotiating the Peace with Fance. 
In the Time of the Seffion of this Parliament, Ro- 
ert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, died at Louvain, in great 
Anguiſh of Mind and Poverty; and his Honour of 
Farl of Oxford was conferred by the King, on his 
Uncle, the Lord Aubery de Vere. The Lord Thomas 
Piercy was made Lord High Steward, the Lord Wil- 
lam Scroop Vice-Chamberlain, and ſoon after bought 
the Regality of the Iſle of Man (for that Iſle was re- 
puted a Kingdom, and the Lords of it crowned with 
a Crown of Gold) of the Earl of Salisbury; and the 
Lord Thomas Beaumont was made Conſtable of Do- 
ver Caſtle, and Warden of the Cinque Ports. 
In the Spring of this Year the 


both by Sea and Land, between the Kingdoms of 
England, France, and their Allies. The Place of Trea- 
fy was Balingham, where ſtately Tents being ſet up, 
they entred upon the Treaty, and ſeveral Propoſals 
were laid down and argued on both Sides. The French 
inſiſted upon having Calars raz'd : But the Eugliſb an- 
ſwered, that they had no Power to treat of that Mat- 
ter, and that, if they intended to conclude a Peace, they 
muſt not mention it any farther. This ſmart Reply 
put an End to that Demand. Then the Ezg/;þþ Dukes 
inſiſted, that the Countries on that Side, which had of 
late been either in the Poſſeſſion of King Edward the 
Third, or King Richard, their Maſter, ſhould be re- 
ſtored, and the Florens which were left unpaid, by Rea- 
ſon of the War, ſhould now be paid. The French 
wonld by no Means yield to either, and ſo the De- 
bates were adjourned for nine Days, that the Kings 
on both Sides might be made acquainted with m_ 

at 
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and Gloceſter, together with other Peers, went over Rara, =_ 
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to France, with full Commiſſion to conclude a Peace France. 
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1392. a principal Inſtrument in bringing about this Recon. 
S liation, was much honour'd by the Citizens all his Life 
for it; and after his Death, the Mayor, Aldermen, ang 
many of the chief Citizens went nine Times a Yearin 
ſolemn Proceſſion to een where he lay buried, 
to pray for his Soul, and the Souls of all Chriſtians, as 
a grateful Return of his Kindneſs to them. 
The Duke of About this Time, the 1ri/þ revolted from their Sub- 
Scheer jedion, and the Duke of Gloceſter having been fr 
2221 made Duke of Ireland, was ſupplied with Money to 
forbidden. raiſe an Army to repreſs them. And when he had with 
great Application provided an Army, and was ready to 
go thither with a conſiderable Force, his great Name 
had, before he came thither, ſubdued the Rebels; for 
the chief Leaders of them had determined to ſubmit to 
him, as ſoon as he ſhould arrive. But the Duke's E- 
nemies, envying him the Honour, prevail'd with the 
King to countermand him. 
Nineteenth _ The Parliament, met at Wincheſter, and among di- 
Puttanen® yerle Acts, for the Benefit of the Publick, that of 
T: greateſt Note was the Act called the Statute of Pre- 
munire, by which it was enacted, © That whereas the 
“ Biſhop of Rome, under Pretence of an abſolute Su- 
e premacy over the Church, took upon him to diſ- 
e poſe by his Mandates, of moſt of the Biſhopricks, 
« Abbacies, and other Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, of 
« Worth, in Erpland ; and if the Biſhops did upon 
“ legal Preſentments of the Patrons of ſuch Benef- 
« cies, inſtitute any Clerks to them, they were there- 
upon excommunicated by the Pope, to the great 
« Damage, and unjuſt Wrong of the King's good 
« Subjects: And whereas the Biſhop of Rowe took 
« upon him to tranſlate and remove the ſaid Biſhops, 
« either out of the Realm, or from one See to another 
« within the Realm, without Knowledge of the King, 
4 or Conſent of the Biſhops themſelves : If any Per- 
“ ſons ſhall purchaſe, or cauſe to be purchaſed, in the 
« Court of Rome, any ſuch Tranſlations, Sentences 
& of Excommunication, Bulls, or other Inſtruments, 
* to the Detriment of the King, and his Realm, both 
« they, and ſuch as bring, receive, notify, or put them 
« in Execution, ſhall be put out of the King's Pro- 
« tection, and their Lands and Tenements, Goods 
“ and Chattels, forfeited to the King, and their Bodies 


« attach'd, if they can be found, Proceſs. being go 
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4 out againſt them, by the Writ called Præmuniri fa- 16 Ri, I. 
6 gat, as is ordained in other Statutes of Provifors. CTWW 
The Pope reſented this Statute very highly; he was 
before very peeviſh for the Statute of Mortmain, and o- 
mer Acts againſt his Encroachments; but this put him 
into ſuch a Fury, that he wrote a Letter to the Duke 
of Bedford, wherein he calls the Act Statutum execra- 
bile, a curſed Statute, and the Paſſing of it, Fædum & 
e facinus, In this Parliament the King had no 
Tax of the Laity, but the Clergy gave him a Fifteenth 
towards the Charges of the Dukes of Lancaſter and 
Cheſter, in their negotiating the Peace with Fance. 

In the Time of the Seſſion of this Parliament, Ro- The Earl 
ert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, died at Louvain, in great of O 
Anguiſn of Mind and Poverty; and his Honour — 
at! of Oxford was conferred by the King, on his 
Unele, the Lord Aubery de Vere. The Lord Thomas 
Piercy was made Lord High Steward, the Lord Mil- 
lam Scroop Vice-Chamberlain, and ſoon after bought 
the Regality of the Iſle of Man (for that Iſle was re- 
puted a Kingdom, and the Lords of it crowned with 
1 Crown of Gold) of the Earl of Salisbury; and the 
Lord Thomas Beaumont was made Conſtable of Do- 
ver Caſtle, and Warden of the Cinque Ports. 

In the Spring of this Year the Dukes of Lancaſter Another 
and Glocefter, together with other Peers, went over 19 of, 
to France, with full Commiſſion to conclude a Peace France. 
both by Sea and Land, between the Kingdoms of 
England, France, and their Allies. The Place of Trea- 
fy was Balingham, where ſtately Tents being ſet up, 
they entred upon the Treaty, and ſeveral Propoſals 
were laid down and argued on both Sides. The French 
inſiſted upon having Calais raz'd : But the Exgliſb an- 
ſwered, that they had no Power to treat of that Mat- 
ter, and that, if they intended to conclude a Peace, they 
muſt not mention it any farther. This ſmart Reply 
put an End to that Demand. Then the Ezglf Dukes 
inſiſted, that the Countries on that Side, which had of 
late been either in the Poſſeſſion of King Edward the 
Third, or King Richard, their Maſter, ſhould be re- 
ſtored, and the Florens which were left unpaid, by Rea- 
ſon of *the War, ſhould now be paid. The French 
wonld by no Means yield to either, and ſo the De- 
bates were adjourned for nine Days, that the Kings 
on both Sides might be made acquainted with _ 
| ut 


1393. But the King of France falling into his old Dic f 
the Frenzy, -a Peace was concluded for four Ten, — | 


— hy only. However, this did not pleaſe the Duke of Ch & cur! 
made with ceſter, who in his Heart was intirely for War with « afte! 
France. France, which having been formerly ſo advantage- mar 


ous to Exgland, was molt deſirable to the People to hay 
eee the Duke of Gloceſter ſought by all Means to 
140 
several cala - After the Concluſion of the Peace, the King made 
mitous Ac- Sir Thomas Piercy, the younger, Lord Warden of 
— 'Bourdeaux and Aqaitain, and he was ſent thither. 
88 Such violent Thundrings and Lightnings happpened in 
many Parts, that many Houſes and Stacks of Corn 
were beat down and burnt by them. And in other 
Parts, as Suffolk and Norfolk, ſuch Abundance of Rain 
fell, that the Floods carried away many Houſes and 
Bridges. The Peſtilence raged in E/ex, and ſwept 
away great Multicudes. Three Scotch Gentiemen chal- 


ſhe hac 
=. 

Crit 
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lenged three Engle to fight at Juſts, viz. the Earl of A fu 

Mar, the Lord Nottingham, Sir William Darrel, the Atunde 

King of Scotlaud's Banner-Bearer, Sir Pierce Courtney WM her hig 

the King of England's Standard-Bearer ; and one WII the Scr 
Cockburn, Sir Nicholas Hawkirk, The Engliſh wete ſaid, ſh 
Conquerors in this Trial of Manhood : for the Earl of ſelves, 

Mar, and Cockbarv, were unhorſed by their Opponets; WI was int 

and the Earl of Mar was ſo bruiſed and wounded by WF being c. 

the Fall, that he died in his way home; Darrel ran in his d 

five Courſes, and was ſo equally matched, that nei- Duke c 

ther of them were Victors. lens -: of 1 Ireland, 

Twentieh The Parliament being met at Y/eſtminſter, a little al- Wi land H. 
Parliament; ter the Feaſt of St. Hilary, the King deſired a Tax to dd with 
Taxes, enable him to make an Expedition into Ireland, to te- ¶ 04ober 
duce it by Force, for as it now ſtood it was an inſup- Info Re 

portable Burden to Eugland; for whereas it formerly but they 
brought thirty thouſand Pound per Aanum, into the . King's | 

| Treaſury, it now coſt Exglaxd thirty thouſand Marks WW borpriſe 

yearly, to preſerve the Dominion of it. The Parlia- Wi ihe King 

ment conſented, and the Clergy granted him a Tenti, BN king in; 

if he went to Ireland, and but half a Tenth, if he did de King 

not go thither in Perſon. by this f 

The king The Parliament being up, the King made a ſpeedy I heir Eſt 
goes tore. Preparation for his Journey into Ireland; but when Wl © the V/ 
Queen Aue he Was juſt ready to go, his beloved Queen Anne died Wl m Adva 
dies. at Sheen, near Richmond in Surry, which put a Stop Wand f 
to his Proceedings, for ſome Time, The King was Clief of 


as Vor. 
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is paſſionately grieved ſor her, when ſhedied, as he had 18. Rr. .. 
deen fond of her while ſhe lived, inſomuch that he WWW 


« curſed the Place of her Death, and hated it ſo ever 
« after, that he would never come there, but com- 
« manded the Buildings to be demoliſhed.” She is ſaid 
to have been a Princeſs of great Worth, for Beauty, 
Charity, good Humour, and Piety. She is likewiſe 
aid to have firſt taught the Exg/ip Ladies the modeſt 
Caltom of riding on Side-ſaddles, whereas before they 
rode altride like Men. In the blind Age ſhe lived in 
ſhe is ſaid to have enjoyed Light, and could not en- 
dure the implicit Devotion of the -Komifp Church; 
ſhe had the Goſpels in Eugliſb, and ſeveral good Ex- 

ſtions upon them. She was a Favourer of Wickliff's 

ctrines, and had ſeveral of his Books; which atter 
her Death, being carried by her Maids of Honour in- 
to Bohemia, became a Means of promoting the Re- 
formation there. | 

A funeral Sermon was preached for her by Thomas 
Arundel Archbiſhop of York, in which he commended 
her highly for the great Pains ſne took in the Study of 
the Scriptures, and reading godly Books; in which he 
ſaid, ſhe was more diligent than the Prelates them- 
ſelves, tho* their Office and Buſineſs required it. She 
was interred at H/eſtminſter, Her funeral Obſequies 
being celebrated, the King, tho? tull of Grief, proceeded 
in his deſigned Expedition, and being attended by the 
Duke of Glocefter, and other Noblemen, ſet out for 
Ireland, September the eighth, with an Army of tour thou- 
land Horſe, and three thouſand Foot. The King land- 
ed with his Army at Waterford, in the Beginning of 
04%ber; He encamped very warily, expecting that the 
Inſ} Rebels would at firſt make a vigorous Aflault ; 
but they thinking themſelves too weak to oppoſe the 
King's Forces in a pitch'd Battle, did nothing but by 
durpriſe, either falling unexpectedly upon-ſome Part of 
te King's Camp, or upon ſtraggling Foragers; then re- 
ring into their boggy Woods and Mountains, when 
the King's Forces advanced towards them: But altho? 
by this-means they ſaved their Perſons, yet they loſt 
heir Eſtates, by leaving them and their Towns expoſed 
bthe Mercy of the King's Army; who made ſo good 


n Advantage of it, that the 1ri/þ were obliged to come Ireland fl 
in and ſubmit to the King, to ſave their Eſtates. I he del 


Chief of theſe were four Kings, viz. Oneal, the great 
Vox. I, Y King 
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::94- King of Meath ; Brine, King of Thomond ; Arise fe, 
WV Macmur, King of Leinſter, and Conbur, King of Che. 66 
veno and Dap. Theſe King Richard courteouſly en- 6 
tertained and kept with him, leſt, if they returned to « 

their People again, they ſhould relapſe into their for- 4 

mer Rebellion. The King kept his Chriſtmaſs at Day. 4 

lin that Year, and call'd a Parliament there, ſummon- 4 

ing all his Subjects to the Parliament in Ireland; not 6« i 

only thoſe who had continued loyal, but alſo thoſe « 4 

who had lately ſubmitted, that by ſhewing them Fa- «op 

vour impartially, he might oblige them equally to Fi. « f 

delity for the future. « x 

Strange Ap- This Year an Apparitionof Fire was ſeen in divers « \ 
— in Places in England, in ſeveral Forms; ſometimes like a « x 
turning Wheel burning, ſometimes like a Barrel with « y 

Flames of Fire flaſhing out at the Head, and ſome- « n 

times like a long burning Lance: When it appeared & f. 

to any Perſons, it would go as they went, and ſtop « fe 

when they ſtopped. About this Time a Head was « 4 

made, while the Parliament, called The cruel Parlia- « 8 

ment, was fitting, which ſpoke of it ſelf, and ſaid, 44 


The Head ſhall be cut off ; the Head ſhall be lift up alit; 6 8 
the Feet ſhall be lift up aloft above the Head. This poſi 


Holingshead ſuppoſes was done by Necromancy. but 

| Twentykult In February, the King's Uncle, the Duke of 757, and 
ung, and Lord Warden of England, called a Parliament by the Hou 
Taxess King's Order, to furniſh him with farther Supplies, to then 
carry on his Expedition; and the Duke of Gloceſter ful! 

came from Ireland, to repreſent to them the State of rated 


the King's Affairs there. The Parliament readily 
granted the King a Tenth of the Clergy, and a Fit- 
teenth of the Laity, and withal, ſent a Petition to 

h the King, that Things might be ſettled in Trelaud, 
with as much Expedition as could be. While the 
Parliament was ſitting, the Followers of W:cal:ff, then 
called Lollards, being grown very numerous among 

the common People, and having gotten ſome Friends 

in the Houſes of Parliament, were encouraged to at- 
tempt a Reformation of the Diſorders of the Church- 
men, both in DoQrine and Manners; and did prefer 

to the Parliament ſeveral Concluſions, in Oppoſition 

to the prefent Tenets and Orders in the Church, and 
| not without ſome Aſſurance of Succeſs. They were 
in Number twelve, and delivered in Words to this Et 
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ſect. 1. That Pride, through the Greatneſs of the 18 Ri. 11. 
t Temporalities, daily increaſed in the Church, and N. 


« Faith, Hope, and Charity decay'd. 2. That the pre- 
« ſent Prieſthood was not a Prieſthood of Chriſt's In- 
& ſtitution. 3. That the Ccelibacy of the Prieſts was 
« the Cauſe of Sodomy, Whoredom, and other foul 
„Sins. 4. That Tranſubſtantiation engaged Chriſtians 
« in a brutiſh Idolatry. 5. That Exorciſms and Con- 
« ſecrations were not of divine Appointment, but ma- 
“ gical Incantations. 6. That it was very unſeemly 
« for the Prelates to be Juſtices of Peace, and Cu- 
rates Civil Officers. 7. That Prayers for the Dead 
« were abad Motive of Alms-giving. 8. That Pilgri- 
„ mages to Crucifixes, to our Lady's Image, Sc. 
* were idolatrous. 9. That Auricular Confeſſion 
makes Prieſts arrogant and proud, and is an Encou- 
% ragement of Sin. 10. That Manſlaughter and War 
for temporal Gains, or Religion Sake, is unlawful. 
« 11. That Womens Vows of Chattity produced much 
* Sin. 12. That a Multitude of Arts and Trades that 
« were not neceſſary, were a Means of begetti 
* much Pride and Vanity among Chriſtians.” Theſe 
Poſitions were not only preſented to the Parliament 
but were fixed upon the Took of St. Paul's Church; 
and met with a very favourable Reception in both 
Houſes of Parliament; and had ſo great a Party for 
them, that the Prelates were afraid that all their gain- 
ful Doctrines and Practices would not be long tole- 
rated, if the King did but give his Conſent ; therefore 
in order to pre-engage the King, the Biſhops beſtirred 
themſelves to fave their tottering Church. The Arch- 
biſhop of Pri, Biſhop of London, and many of the Cler- 
gy, being, as was ſuppoſed, ſent by the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, took a Voyage to Ireland, to complain to 
the King of the Inſolence and Prevalence of the Here- 
ticks, and to entreat him to interpoſe his Power in the 
Defence of the Church; for without his Aſſiſtance, it 
was in great Danger of being ruined. The King gave 
Ear to the Importunities of the Biſhops, and promiſed 
them his Protection; and having made what Diſpatch 
he could, to ſettle his Affairs in Ireland, came home to 
2 — about Eaſter. 

reſently after his Arrival, he 


ſome of his Officers and Servants, viz. Sir Lewis Clif 
| Y 2 | ford, w 


an to examine into The King:, 
the Cauſe of the Biſhops Complaints, and finding that Aden a: 
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1395- ford, Sir Thomas Latimer, Sir Richard Story, and Sir 

Faba Latimer, had been moſt forward to uphold and 

encourage them, he had them call'd betore him, and 

made them take an Oath, that they would not thence- 

forward hold or maintain any fuch erroneous Opinions, 

telling them, that if they were found again ſo to do, 

they ſhould certainly die for it. He likewiſe gave the 

Biſhops a Charge to execute their Offices diligently in 

their Dioceſes according to the Canon, to corre all 

Offenders, ro ſearch after and examine all Engl; 

Books, to root out all erroneous Teachers and Doc- 

trines with all their Endeavours, and to bring all the 

People into the Unity of the Catholick Faith. He 

likewite ſent out a Commiſſion into every County, ap- 

pointing ſeveral Perſons zealous for the Church to ſearch 

out the Lellards, and their Books, and the Favourers of 

them, charging them to uſe their utmoſt Diligence to find 

them, and to commit them to the next Goal till he 

ſhould give farther Orders concerning them. The Bi- 

ſhops having receiv'd this Encouragement, were ſeveral 

The Arch- of them very active; and the Archbiſhop immediately 

_—_ — began a Metropolitan Viſitation, to make ſtrict Search 

the Zire; for the Lollards and their Books, and excommunicated 

| all Perſons who held any of the Opinions ot #c#l:f, 

at the Cathedral in Lincoln and Leiceſter Abby, aud 

made ſeveral :recant and do Penance at Oxford, and 

Other Places. But the Laity and ſcveral of the Biſh- 

ops did not ſhew as much Zeal in pertecuting them, as 

the King had done in exciting them to it; for we do not 

| ng there were any Proſecutions of the Lollards by the 
| aity. 

2 This Spring the French King call'd a Council of his 

bird by moſt able Divines at Paris, and requir'd their Deciſion 

Narional Of the Queſtion, which of the Antipopes was to be ac- 

— 'n knowledg'd for the Head of the Church; and they after 

= much Debate, determined that Pope Clement was law- 

| fully choſen and ought to be accepted as Head of the 

Church; and confirm'd this Determination by the Seal 

of the Univerlity of Paris. The King of France ſends 

a Copy ot this Deciſion to King Richard, upon which 

he ſummoned a Convocation of his moſt able and learn- 

ed Divines to meet at Oxford, and they after mature 

Deliberations, determin'd that Urban and his Succeſlors 

were to be acknowledged for the Head of the Church, 


and warranted their Judgment by the Seal of the Uni- 
I verſity 
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verſity of Oxford. So that the Breach in the Church 19 Ri. U. 
was made wider than it was before, and the Schiſm 
much more jultifiable. 

This Summer the Daniſh Rovers did very much in- Pariſh Re- 
fell the Britiſh Seas, and on the Coaſts of Norfolk they 3* int 
attack'd ſeveral Merchants Ships belonging to Nor- 
wich, whoſe Cargo was valued at twenty thouſand 
pounds, and took them. The Inhabitants of thoſe Parts 
being provok'd by the Injuries receiv'd, man'd out 
ſome Ships to fight them; but after a ſnarp Engagement 
were defeated, and many of them taken Priſoners, 
whom they made to pay great Sums for their Ranſom. 

The Archbiſhop of Canterbury purchas'd a Bull of — _ 
the Pope to levy 4 4. per Pound, upon all the Spiritual the Clergy. 
Promotions and Benefices within his Province; tho? the 
Clergy were generally diſguſted at it, yet they paid it 
out of Fear ; but the 1 of Lincoln refus'd to 
pay it, and appeal'd to the Pope; but the Death of the 
Archbiſhop prevented the farther Progreſs of the Con- 
troverſie. His Death was look'd upon as no ſmall 
Security to the Followers of H7*ckh:;ff, to whom he was 
a bitter Enemy. The Biſhop of Salisbury, who was 
Lord Treaſurer, died much about the fame Time, and 
was by the King's Order buried among the Kings at 
Weſtminſter ; and Roger Walden Secretary of State and 
Treaſurer of Calais, was put in his Place. | 

The King out of the Love he bore to the Duke of The Duke 
Irelad, had his Corps fetch'd from Brabant, where it * * K 
lay ignobly buried; and it was brought into Eagland to — into 
be more honourably interr'd. It was firſt embalm'd, Eng/and and 
and then being richly adorn'd with Robes, a Chain —— __ 
Gold about its Neck, and rich Rings on its Fin- 
gers, it was put in a Cypreſs Coffin. The King 
himſelf came to view his Body, and to ſhew his 
Affection to him, touch'd him and look'd on his 
bare Face, and attended the Corpſe accompanied wit 
the Counteſs of Oxford, his Mother, and ſeveral Bi- 
ſhops and Abbots, to Colz Priory in Eſſex. But very 
few or none of the Nobility would ſhew any Reſpect to 
his Reliques, for the Hatred they had to him when alive, 
becauſe they look'd upon him to be a great Enemy to 
the common Good, ſo long as he was in Power or:;,. Duke 


Favour, 195. of Lancaſter 
The Duke of Lancaſter being arriv'd in Aquitary, goes into 


ſummoned the Lords and Chief Inhabitants and de- ta, 


to take Poſ- 
9 clar'd ſebon of it. 
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2396. clar'd to them, that their Country was given to him 
Wu his Heirs, for an Inheritance, by the King of Eng- 
land, and deſir'd their peaceable Subjection to him as 
their ſupreme Lord; but they return'd him this Anſwer, 
That their Country was inſeparably united to the Crown 
of Exgland, and therefore they would never be ſubjed 

to him any otherwiſe than as Lieutenant of the Kin 
of England. So this Grant being recall'd, the Duke 
remain'd there governing as the King's Lieutenant on- 
ly, which Station he manag'd ſo well, being wiſe, mo- 
derate, and liberal, that he gain'd the Love and willing 
Submiſſion of all the People; ſo that leſt the Grant 
which the King had ſo lately recall'd, ſhould be obtain'd 
again'ſt his Will, he ſent for him home, and ſo eas'd 
himſelf of that Jealouſie. The Duke being return'd, 
ſtaid a little while at Court, and then retir'd to his 
Houſeat Lincoln, and married the Lady Katherine Swin- 
ford, who had been his Concubine in his Wite's Days, 
and had born him two Sons Thomas and Ileury, and 
one Daughter, whom he named Beaufort. T ho? the Court 
Ladies much diſlik'd this Match, and ſeveral of them de- 
ſpis'd her, yet her prudent Behaviour overcame their Paſſi- 
ons and ſhe became very grateful to them in a ſhort Time. 
; The King's Mind inclining toa ſecond Marriage, and 
Kivg Rich- qeſiring a firm Peace with Fance, he ſends an Embaſſy, 
_——_— thither, to treat of a Marriage between himſelf, and 
bel the Proh the Lady 1ſabel, the Daughter of the King of France, 
King's who was then but eight Years of Age. This Lady had 
vis not long before been promis'd in Marriage to the Duke 

ife. * | 

of Bretagne's Son, but this being thought a more advan- 
tageous and honourable Match, and in all Probabilit), 

like to ſettle the Peace fo much deſired between both 
the Crowns, the former Contract was diſſolv'd, and 

ſhe was aſſur'd to the King of England. . 

Pope Boniface IX, who after the Deceaſe of Pope 
The Pope's Urban, had got into the Papal Chair, having receive 
Letters to Information from ſeveral Biſhops in England, that not: 
King Rich- withſtanding their Endeavours to ſuppreſs them, the 
— 3 Followers of Mickliſf grew more numerous, and were 
FT ollards,and ſpread almoſt into all Parts of the Nation, writes 
repeal the à very pathetical and earneſt Letter to King Richard, 
— rat; to affiſt the Biſhops in the Cauſe of God, as he call'd 
” it, againſt the heretical Teachers of his Realm, and to 
take Care that the late Statutes of Proviſors, call'd the 
Premmunire, aud quare impedit Acts ſhould be aboliſh'd. 
But the King being taken up with Matters of State, o; 
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jally about his Marriage, took little or no Notice of 29 Kr. I. 
it, ſo that it did not produce the Effects deſired. 
jn the Beginning of the Spring, the King ſent his Embaſ- 
ſadors into France, to ſettle certain Points of Agreement, 
neceſſary for the Completion of the Marriage: One of f N 
which was, that a Truce for thirty Years, ſhould be gage, and 
firmly entred into by both Nations. The Articles being the Peace 
zreed to on both Sides, the Lady Iſabel was married by F » 
Letters of Proxy, to the Earl Marſhal, in the Name of France fer- 
Richard King of England; and was from that Time ted. 
call'd the Queen of England. Matters being thus 
prepar'd, the King went to Calars, to accompliſh what 
had been agreed to on both Sides: His two Uncles, 
the Dukes of Laxcaſter, and Gloceſter, with a great 
Number of Noblemen and Gentlemen attended him. 
The Place of Treaty was a I own between Griſnes 
and Arde, where rich Pavilions were erected for the 
two Kings, who being met, and having ſolemnly ſworn 
to obſerve the Laws of Amity at this Interview, came 
to a Conference about the Peace, and having agreed on 
a Peace for thirty Years, upon certain Conditions, they 
ſmore ſolemnly upon the Evangeliſts, to obſerve and 
keep it faithfully, Then the King of Frauce, with his 
own Hands, deliver'd his Daughter to King K:chard, 
and he receiving her, proteſted, he took her as the To- 
ken of a perpetual Peace between the two Nations, 
and then delivered her to the Dutcheſles of Lancaſter 
and Gloceſter, who convey'd her honourably to Calazs. 
The two King's ſtayed ſome Days in their Pavilions, 
fealting each other, and having taken Leave each of o- 
tier, departed home. King ichard return'd to Calais, 
and ſtay'd there a few Days, until he was married by 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the Church of St. 
Nicholas,and then ſail'd with his Queen to Dover, and from 
thence proceeded on his Journey to London. They were 
met at Black-heath, by the Mayor, and Aldermen of 
the City, in their Robes, and a great Number of Citi- 
zens in rich embroider'd Liveries, and conducted to 
Kenſington, On the 6 of January, the Queen was 
crown'd at Weſtminſter, with all the State and Magni- 
ficence that could be devis'd. But the Duke of Gloce- 


fer ſhew'd much Diſcontent, both in his Words and 


Actions, as well at the King's Marriage, as the Peace, 
and advis'd the Londoners, not to pay the Tax granted 
for carrying on a War with France, becauſe there was 
Peace. The Citizens would have follow'd his Advice 

Y 4 had 
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1396. had not the Duke of Lancaſter aſſur'd them, that the 
Peace was ſettled at a great Expence ; but the King 
was very much diſpleas'd at the Duke of Gloceſter, for 

his Management in that Affair. 
—7 — Soon after Chriſtmas, the Parliament met at Meſt. 
ment, its minſter, and made many Laws for the common Good; 
Ads, and one of which enaded, That no Perſons, Lords, or 
—_ Commons, except the King's Officers in doing their 
Duty, ſhould ride armed. In this Parliament, the Duke 
of Lancaſter obtain'd a private Act, to legitimate the 
Children he had begotten on the Lady Katharine Swin- 
ford, before his Marriage with her ; and his eldeſt Son 
by her Thomas Beaufort, was made Earl of Somerſet, 
The Parliament gave the King a Tenth, and ſo was 

—_— . 
—_— i All Things ſeem'd now to be in a peaceable and quiet 
GE: Condition in England, and there being Rumours ſpread 
| wn abroad, that King Richard, either was now, or elſe 
very ſhortly to be choſen Emperor, he thereupon be- 
gan to take greater State upon him, and a more ſump- 
tuous Way of Living, than ever before: To maintain 
which, he fleec'd his Subjects, and borrow'd large Sums 
of Money; ſo that there was ſcarce any Man of Qua- 
lity, Prelate, or Commoner in the Kingdom, but were 
oblig'd to lend him Money; which procur'd him the 
ill Witt of the trading Part of the Nation. And he re- 
folving to remove out of the Way, all ſuch as had, or 
might oppoſe him, and thinking his Uncle the Duke of 
Gloceſter was the Chief of them, deſign'd to begin with 
him, and ruin him firlt, not by Law, but by ſecret Con- 
trivances, and accordingly laid hold of the following 
Opportunity. | 

B»ef reſtor-. A little after the Diſſolution of the Parliament, the 
Dukeof Be. Duke of Bretagne ſent over a Sum of Morey, for the 
taene, tor Payment of which he had engag'd the Haven of Breſt, 
which the and deliver'd it up to him, to diſcharge that Debt, and 


Duke of | ENTS W ” 
Glecefte re. recover the Town to himſelf again: The King recciv'd 


proach'd the the Money, and reſign'd it up to him. The Duke of 
ing. 


Gloceſter, knowing the Haven to be a Place of great 
Importance to England, was highly diſpleas'd at this 
Point of Juſtice, unuſual among Princes; and being 
one Day at Court, where he ſaw many of the Soldiers 
who were lately come from Breſt, being out of Em. 
ployment, crowding about the Hall, told the King, 
That thoſe poor Men had been ill paid, aud now hat. 
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| the ing no Employment, knew not how to live.“ The 20. Ri. II 
King King replied, That it was not his Fault, he would take W- 
, for Care they ſhould be paid. The Duke anſwered, That 
« it had been better they had continued where they 
Veſt- « were; he ſhould firſt have taken a Town by his 
20: © own Valour and Conduct, before he reſigned what 
s, or Ml © bis Anceſtors had left ro him.” The King imme- 
their diately changing his Countenance, ſaid, hat is it yon 
Duke ſay, Uncle? The Duke then repeated the ſame Words 
e the ain: Whereupon the King in a great Paſſion replied, 
min- « Think you that I am a Fool, or a Merchant, to ſell 
Son amy Land? No, by St. 70% Baptiſt, no: But our 
erſet. * Couſin, the Duke of Bretagne, having paid the Sums, 
Was « for which the Town and Haven of Breſt were en- 
* oaged to me, Reaſon and good Conſcience required, 
quiet that I ſhould reſtore it.” The King hated the Duke 
pread ever after, for the Brand of Cowardice he had put 
* elſe upon him. | 
n be- Immediately after this Gxi4o Earl of St. Pauli was Earl of st. 
ump- ſent by Charles, King of France, to viſit and comple- P comes 
tan WI ment, the King and Queen; who arriving at Court be- 1, 44. 
Sams fore the King's Paſſion was throughly cooled, and be- viſed the 
Qus- ing admitted into great Familiarity with the King, he Ning = 
were Wl being one Day dilcourſing with the Earl, complained 3 
n the to him of the factious and mutinous Behaviour of his | 
g re- Uncle, the Duke of Gloceſter, towards him, viz. That 
d, or be openly diſliked his Marriage, and uſed his utmoſt 
ke of MW Endeavours to break the Peace, ſo happily concluded 
wit between England and France, by ſtirring up a Rebel- 
Con- bon among his Subjects. Upon hearing the King's 
wing WI Complaint, the Earl made this Reply, © That he 
* had no Way to ſecure himſelf, and the Peace of his 
t, the WW Kingdom, but by taking away his Life; for when 
or the a Subject is grown ſo great and popular, it is impoſſi- 
Breſt, dle for a King to be ſafe, ſo long as he is alive.” The 
t, and King eaſily aſſented to his Counſel ; and that he might 
cciv'd not want Pleas to juſtify what he had in a Manner deter- 
ke of MW mined to put in Execution, he from that Time obſerved 
great very narrowly, every Word and Action of the Duke, 
at this interpreting every Thing in the worſt Senſe, as Deſire 
being of Revenge or Jealouſy had ſuggeſted ; and thought 
jIdiers bim fo diſeaſed a Member, as could not be cured with- 
Em- but cutting off. He complained very grievouſly of 
King, bim to the Dukes of Lancaſter and York, his Brothers, 
w ha- and others of the Nobility : But as he found the Ge- 
ing x nerality 
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1397. nerality of the Nobility had a good Opinion of the 
Duke, ſo alſo his Brothers told him, „That tho 
their Brother Gloceſter was ſomewhat raſh in his 
Words, yet they knew him to be of truly loyal Prin- 

< ples, really ſtudious of his Majeſty's and the Realm's 

* Happineſs ; and that he would not do any Thing 

“ prejudicial to either.” Theſe Words ſeem'd ſome- 
what to abate the King's Reſentment : But ſoon after 
the Earls of Nottingham and Huntington informed 
the King, that the Duke of Gloceſter was much diſcon- 
tented, that his own Counſels were not followed, and 
had uttered many ſeditious Speeches, as that the King 
was miſled by the evil Counſellors he daily had about 
him; That he was not fit to govern, and therefore 
ought to be removed from his Throne ; That he would 
undertake a Reformation of Things, and to that End 
had conſpired with the Earls of Arundel, Warwick and 
Darby, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Abbot of St. 
Albass, and Prior of Weſtminſter, (the two laſt of which 
had encouraged him in the Attempt, by pretending, 
that it had been revealed to them in a Viſion, that King 
Richard ſhould deſtroy the Kingdom by his Miſgovern- 
ment) to take him and his whole Council, and .-puniſh 
them according to their Demerits. The King's An- 
ger was ſo ſharpned againſt the Duke of Gloceſter, by 
theſe Accuſations, that he enter'd immediately into 2 
Conſultation with .the Earls of Nottingham, Hunting- 
ton, and others, to apprehend the Duke and his Cou- 
federates ſuddenly, and put them to Death, which was 
The Duke effected in the following Manner. The Duke of Glo- 
of Glocefter ceſter was at his Houſe in Pleſhev in-Eſſex, ſuſpecting 
apprehended nothing of what was reſolved againſt him. The King 
thered, himſelt, with the Earls of Nott:2gham and Huntington, 
| having laid an Ambuſh of arm-d Men in Epping-Foreſt, 
went carly in the Morning, with a ſmall Retinue, to the 
Duke of Eloceſter at his Houſe, and finding him in Bed, 
cauſed him to get up, and pretending, they wanted his Af 
ſiſtance in ſome eminent Buſineſs ot State, they took him 
along with them to London. The Duke went away pre- 
ſently with the King, taking only :five or fix Attendants 
with him. When they came to the Place where the Am- 
buſh was laid, the King clapping Spurs to his Horſe, 


rode away; and the Earl Marſhal arreſted him, and the 
Soldiers ſeiſing him, carried him blindfold to a Barge, 
and having put him on Ship-board, they carried bim 
to 
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to Calais. He being either too popular, or too inno- 24 Ri n. 


cent to be brought to a publick Trial in England, was 
there, after a tormal or pretended T rial before Judge 
Rikell, an Iriſpman, condemned, who ſent Word to 
King Richard, that the Duke, upon his Examination, 
conteſſed all that was alledged againſt him; upon which 
he was ordered to be executed. But Thomas Mowbrey, 
Earl Marſhal, to whom the Execution was committed, 
is aid to have been ſo unwilling to put him to Death, 
altho* he was the Perſon who arreſted him, that he 
would not do it, till the King threatned him with Death, 
if he did not execute his Orders. Whereupon, as tho? 
he was aſhamed to be ſeen an Inſtrument of ſuch a 
daſe Act, he cauſed him to be ſmothered by Pillows, 
or Feather Beds, privately. 

The Seiſure of the Duke of Gloceſter was managed 


The Earls of 
Warwick and 


ſo ſecretly , that there was no Noiſe of it; and the 4,,,4 im- 
King carried it with ſo even a Countenance to the Earls priſened in 
of Warwick and Arundel, that he invited them to Din- e Tower. 


ner with him: But while they were in their Mirth, he 
cauſed them to be arreſted, and committed them cloſe 
Priſoners to the Tower. At the ſame Time the Lord 
Cobham and Sir John Cheyney were apprehended and 
ſent Priſoners to the Iſle of Might. The People being 
much amazed at theſe Proceedings, a Proclamation 
was put out to aſſure the People, that they were ſeiſed 
for new Crimes, which ſhould be proved againſt them 
at the fitting of the next Parliament. In the Inter- 
ral, between the ſeiſing of the Lords, and the meeting 
of the Parliament, the King and his Friends were buſi- 
ly employed in laying a ſure Train for their Ruin ; and 
all Endeayours were uſed to procure ſuch a Parliament, 
3 would be ready to concur with the King's Deſigns. 


And certain of the Nobility, whom the King could beſt 


confide in, were employed to impeach them of High- 
Treaſon, v:z. the Earl of Rutland, the Earl of Notting- 
ban, Earl of Kem, Earl Marſhal, Earl of Huntington, 
Earl of Somerſet, Earl of Salisbury, and the Lords Spenſer 
and Scroop, Vice-Chamberlain, whoſe Greatneſs and 
Honour was thought ſufficient alone almoſt to juſtify a 
falſe Accuſation. Things being thus prepared, Jeſt the 
Dukes of Lancaſter and York, or the Friends* of the 


Farls of Arundel and Warwick, ſhould attempt their“ 


Reſcue, the King provided a ſtrong Guard of Cheſhire 

Men, and four thouſand Archers, befides the Forces 
he 
! 
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1397- he had commanded the Lords of his Party, to bring 
with them, to attend and guard the Parliament; and 
at the ſame Time to be an Awe upon any Members, 
8 that ſhould be refractor. 


wird Parlia- The Parliament met at Weſtminſter, about the Mid- 
ment, its dle of September; the Duke of Lancaſter being doubtful 
Zen of his own Safety, . with him a ſtrong Body of 
Men to defend himſelf; bat the King ſending ſome of 
the Nobility to give him Aſſurance, that there was no 
ill intended againſt him; and that nothing ſhould be 
done againſt the Lords, bur with his Advice and Con- 
currence, he was prevailed upon to diſmiſs his Forces, 
But the Lords of the King's Party, eſpecially thoſe 
who were to manage the Impeachment, brought great 
Troops of armed Attendants, which they quartered 
in the Towns about London, all the Seſſion. The Sef- 
fion was opened by Edward Stafford, Biſhop of Exe- 
ter, who was then Lord Chancellor, who in a grave 
Speech delivered. That the King was of abſolute 
« and uncontrollable/ Authority, inferior to none but 
« God; That all Perſons, that ſhall dare to leſſen or 
« limit his Power, upon any Pretence whatever, are 
« worthy of Death, as wicked Traitors.“ This Speech 
within the Houſe being ſeconded with the Guards with- 
out, was accounted a plain Indication, that not Law, 
but arbitrary Power, was to order Matters that Seſ- 
fions. In the Lower Houſe Sir Jobn Buſby was cho- 
ſen Speaker of the Houſe of Commons; and he, and 
other Members, who were in the King's Intereſt, had 
a ſtrong Party, ſo that they could carry alt Things as 
they pleaſed ; and accordingly a Vote paſſed prefently, 
wr That any one that ſhould be convicted of oppoling 
« the King's Power and Regality, ſhould ſuffer as a 
« Traytor.” Having laid theſe Foundations of Action, 
the King by his Attorney preferred his Complaint of 


Rebellion and Freafon againſt Thomas Duke of Gl, 


cefter, the Earls of Arundel and Warwick, the Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, and ſeveral others. Sir John Buſty 
having aggravatedthe Crimes and Ingratitude of the ſaid 
Peers, firſt required, That fince the King's former 
Grace and Favour had wrought ſo little upon them, 
their Pardon might be revoked ; which being done, as 
he required, he demanded Judgment upon them for 
their late Crimes, and particularly for Treafon, in 


compelling the King to grant them a Commiſſion to 
govern 
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zovern the Realm; and upon the Archbiſhop for pro- 21 Ri. 11. 
curing thoſe Commiſſions, and granting their Pardons, WY 


The Archbiſhop ſtood up to make his Defence, but the 
King commanded him Silence till the next Day ; he 
peared again the Day following, but the King com- 
manded him, by the Biſhop of Carliſie, to go Home; 
he did ſo, and came no more to the Houſe. After the 
Archbiſhop was gone, the King commanded the Biſhops 
to chuſe tor themſelves a Procurator, becauſe it was 
not lawful for them to be preſent in Caſes of Blood; 
upon which W choſe Sir Thomas Piercy, and depart- 
ed the Houſe. Then the King granted a Commiſſion to 
ſeveral Peers, of which the Duke of Lancaſter was 
High-Steward, to examine and try them for all Crimes 
ud T reaſons laid againſt them. The King had, in Or- 
der to their Trial, a little before prepar'd a Building 
lice a great Hall. When the Day of their Arraignment 
was come, and the Earls were brought forth to their 
Examination, the Appellant Lords accuſed them as 
Traitors; “ 1, For forcing the King to grant them a 
* Commiſſion for the Government of the Realm. 2. 
For uſurping the Regal Authority in holding a Par- 
* lament in Prejudice of the King's Royal Dignity, 
* under Pretence of that traiterous Commiſſion. 3. 
For traiterouſly murthering Sir Si Burley and Sir 
James Barniſh, two of the King's Liege Subjects, 
without the King's Conſent. And 4. F or raiſing a 
taiterous Inſurrection at Haringey Park, and entring 
"am'd with the Duke of Glocefter and Earl of Mar- 
wick, into the King's Preſence ;” and then ſeverally 
lang down their Gloves, offering to juſtify their Accu- 
lation by Fight. 


that he was not a Traitor in Thought, Word or ned 
* Deed; and that what he acted, either by Virtue of 
the aforeſaid Commiſſion, or while he was in Arms 
with the Duke of Gloceſter, and the Earl of Mar- 
"wick, was not done with any ill Intention againſt 
" the King's Perfon, but for the Good of the King 
and his Realm, which he did not doubt but he could 
make good againſt any or all the Appellants by Fight, 
If it would pleaſe the King to permit him ſo to vin- 
dicate his Innocency againſt their falſe Accuſation,” 

but as his firmeſt Plea, he added, that thoſe very Acts, 
treaſonable, were pardoned to him by the King's 
gli Grace, 


Richard Fitz- Allen Earl of Arundel Earl of 4 


uſwered firſt, and boldly denied the Charge, —— 2 ried 
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r357. Grace, and that not only more publickly with about 
-YVDake of Gloceſter and Earl of Warwick, but he Ar that h 


ſpecial and particular Pardon for himſelf. The Duke whict 
of Lancaſter and Sir John Buſhy replied to this, & Thy him, 


both thoſe Pardons were revoked by the King, his ham 
“ Lords and his faithful People aſſembled in Parlia. Appa 
ment, and therefore could not avail him in this Cafe er CIC 
The Earl replied, © that the Revocation of his Pardon by bit 
« was not done by the People; for they lamented him: were 
but by him and his Company, who love no faithful . there: 
Dealings.“ Then the Duke of Lancaſter asked him The 


if he had any Thing farther to alledge for himſelf? But to his 
he ſaid, the King's Pardon was freely granted him, ſon. 
« and the Benefit of it, he hop'd, would not be denied I. 


4 him, for he inſiſted upon it.“ But that being over- 4 dot 
ruled, they proceeded to give Sentence upon him in this WI cla 
Form, I John, Steward of England, judge thee Richard, Abel 
zh be a Traitor; and I condemn thee to be drawn, hang d * jel 


beheaded and quartered; and thy Land entail d and nt * led, 
entaild, from thee and from thine Heirs of thy Body de- The 
fſeending, to be confiſcated This Sentence, according 


to Cuſtom, was releas'd in reſpect to his Blood; but Fat 
mg on he was beheaded on Tower-Hill the fame Afternoon, tlie K 
Tamer hal. He behav'd himſelf with much Courage and Calmneſ of La 


in his Sufferings. As he was carried to Execution, he faveh 
gave all the Money he had to the Poor, that he might don 
have their Prayers. Several Noblemen attended him * fit 
to his Execution, and 'among the reſt, three that were - dot 
nearly related to him, the Far! of Nottingham, who the Ki 
had married his Daughter, the Earl of Kent his Siſter's of N 
Son, and the Earl of Huntington; he could not forbear in gre: 
taking Notice of the Forwardneſs of theſe Men, and 
therefore told them, It had been more decent for for ti 
them to have been abſent; but ſince they pleasd badly 


« themſelves in his Misfortunes, he could foretel them, biſhop 
« that their Miſeries in a ſhort Time would be as te- {cr 1 
« markable as his then were.” When he had ſaid this, and p 
he turned to the Executioner, and felt the Sword, bid- ſhop « 


ding him do his Office as carefully and ſpeedily as he Impo 
could, and kneeling down, his Head was ſevered from niſh'd 
his Body at one Blow. His Body was interred in the Hand 
Auſtin-Fryar: Church in Broadſftreet, London. His indict 


Death was much lamented by the Common People, with Wl de I 
whom he was in great Eſteem for Valour, and bis their 
Love of the common Good. Divers Reports went Pctual 


abont 
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th the about, that Miracles were done by his Reliques, and 21 Ri. II. 
had 3 that his Head was miraculouſly cemented to his Body; CW 


Duke which, together with the good Opinion People had of 
The him, caus'd him to be honour'd as a Martyr. M alſing- 
g. his ham affirms, that the King was often haunted with an 
** Apparition or Imagination of his Ghoſt ; for he no ſoon- 
Cafe er clos'd his Eyes to Sleep, but he fancied Arundel ſtood 
ds by him. His Lands, which were confiſcate to the King, 
Vim: were aunexed to the Earldom of Cheſter, which was 
ithful thereupon advanced to a Dutchy, 
4 him Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of Warwrck, was next brought Earl of r- 
7 Bu to his Trial, and accuſed of the ſame Articles of Treg- vic tried 
him ſon. To whch he anſwer'd. He never knew it was _ * 
Jenied « Treaſon to ride ſo arm'd as he confeſs'd he had 
over « done in Haringey Park ; but ſince the Judges had de- 
in this « clar'd it to be fo, he beg'd the King's Pardon, and 
thard * beſought the Nobles to intercede for him to his Ma- 
x, « jeſty. The King ask'd him, whether he acknow- 
"ys « ledg'd himſelf guilty of the Treaſon charg'd on him? 
dy de- The Earl anſwer'd, © that he could not deny it, and 
ring « wiſh'd he had never ſeen the Duke of Gloceſter, and 
|: but « Earl of Arundel, by whom he was led into it.” Then 
noon. the King having confer'd a little while with the Duke 
Wel of Lancaſter, aud receiv'd the Requeſt of ſeveral Peers to 
n, he WI faxe his Life, told the Earl, *that the ingenuous Confeſſi- 
might * on of his Fault had more pleas'd him, than all the Pro- 
1 him * fit of their Lands could, and therefore he would par- 
lors * don his Life.” But his Eſtate was ſeiz'd upon for 
who the King's Uſe, and the Earl was baniſh'd into the Iſle 
iſter's of Man, where he and his Lady are ſaid to have liv'd 
Irbear in great Poverty in their old Age; for tho? there was an 
„, and Allowance ordered of four thouſand Marks per Annu, 
nt for for their Maintenance out of the Eſtate, yet it was ſo 
leasd I badly paid, they were put to great Streights. The Arch- 
them, dihop of Canterbzxry, who had been ſummoned to an- 
Were ſwer to the ſaid Treaſons, but was excus'd by the King, 
d this, and pardon'd, together with the Archbiſhop of Tork, Bi- 
|, bid- ſhop of M iucheſter, and ſome others, was at the earneſt 
as he Importunity of ſome in the Houſe of Commons, ba- 
| from nid, and his Temporalities fiez'd into the King's 
in the Hands, The Lord Cobham and Sir John Cheney were 
His Indicted and condemn'd for the ſame Treaſons, but by 
with the Intercefſion of ſome of the Noblemen they had 
1d his their Lives given them, but were coudemn'd to per- 
went WW Pctual Impriſonment. da 


While 
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1897. While the Trials of theſe Peers were carrying on in 
CY England, a Certificate was ſent over from the Earl of 
—— Nottingham from Calais, where he was Governor, and 
tho* dead Judge Kikel read a Confeſſion of ſeveral Treaſons, 
condemned. which he ſaid were owned and acknowledged by the 

Duke of Glocefter under his ownHand. The DEED 
upon this petitioned, that the ſame Sentence ſhould he 
pronounc'd againſt him, tho* dead, which had paſs'd up- 
on the Earl of Arundel, which was done accordingly; 
but his Body was allow'd to be delivered to his Friends, 
who procur'd it to be conveyed to Pleſhy in Eſſex, and 
inter'd it honourably in the Tomb in the Church, which 
he had caus'd to be erected in his Life- time. 
Several Ads The Parliament ſat after the Trials of the Peers, 
ot Pariia= till near Chriſtmas, and among other Acts, they enac- 
ted, T hat all Benefices or Gifts, granted, or alienated 
by thoſe that were already condemn'd, or ſhould be 
hereafter condemned by this Parliament, granted ſince 
the tenth Year of this King, ſhould be revoked and 
made void. That all ſuch, as give either Counſel, or 
Aid, or Favour, to the Children of ſuch as were, or 
ſhould hereafter be condemn'd in this Parliament, 
ſhould be puniſh'd as Traitors. That all the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal ſhould {wear, inviolably to ob- 
ſerve whatſoever in this Parliament was enacted, and 
that the Cenſures of the Church ſhould be pronounced 
by the Prelates, againſt all thoſe who ſhould oppoſe 
or violate the ſame. , 

In the Time of this Seſſion, the King ordered, 
that the Arms of King Edward the Confeſſor ſhould 
be added to his own, and bare them together, parte 
per pale. And having a Mind to ſee the Forces of the 
City of London, in a Body, cauſed: them to muſter be- 
fore him on Black-heazh. And then he prorogued the 
Parliament till after Chriſtmas, which was appointed 
to meet at Shrewsbary. 

Wee par . The King having remov'd his Enemies, either by 
hament. Death, or Baniſhment, kept a magnificent Chriſtmas at 
Litchfield, and went thence to Shrewsbxry, to meet the 
Parliament at the 1 ime appointed. As ſoon as he at- 

riv'd there, he entertain'd all his Nobility and Com- 

mans, at a ſumptuous Feaſt, at which he created five 

Dukes, four Earls, a Dutcheſs, and a Marqueſs, vis. 

Henry Earl of Darby, Duke of Hereford, the Earl of 
Ratland, Duke of Albermarl, the Earl of Kent, Dey 
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of Sarrey, the Earl of Huntington, Duke of Exeter, 21 Ri. 11. 
theEarl of Nortrmgham, Duke of Norfolk, the Earl of AN 


Somerſet, Marquiſs of Dorſet, the Lord {os Earl 
of Gloceſter, the Lord Nevil, Earl of Weſtmorland, 
William Scroop, Earl of Miliſbire, and Thomas Piercy, 
Earl of Worceſter. Among whom he diſpos'd of the 
reateſt Part of the Eſtates of the Duke of Gloceſter, 
arl of Araadel, and Warwick, to oblige them more 
firmly to be his Friends. At the ſame Time alfb, he 
made the Earldom of Cheſter a Principality, and took 
upon himſelf the Name and Title of Prince of Cheſter. 

As the King ſought all Means to-ſtrengthen himſelf, 


? , _ 7 Several Acts 
and enlarge his Power; ſo he had a Parliament, that 1 


contributed What they could to promote his Deſigns: 
For they enacted; That the Commiſſions granted by 
the King to ſeveral Noblemen, to inquire into, and 
reform Abuſes, in the tenth Year of his Reign, - ſhould 
de repealed, as extorted from him by Threats, and that 
no ſuch Commiſſion ſhould be granted for the future; 
and that the - Heirs of ſuch Pertons, as had been ſen- 
tenc'd by the ſaid Commiſſion, ſnould be reftor'd to 
their Inheritances, Lands and Poſſeſſions, but ſhould 
not exact the Revenues of the Poſſeſſori from that Time. 
That it mould be high Treafon for any Perſon whatſo- 
ever, Firſt, to compaſs, or imagine the Death of the 
King. Secondly, T ocontrive his Depoſition. Thirdly, To 
ide armed, or make War againſt the King in this 
Realm. Or Fourthly, To diſclaimthe Homage due to 
him; and that the Heirs of all Perſons, who were con- 
neted of uny of the fiid four Articles of Treaſon, 
ſhould de for ever depriv'd of the Lands and Poſſeſſions 
or their Anceſtors, and ſhould not be allow'd to have 
n Action of Claim for them. The King alſo ob- 
uind of this Parliament, that the whole Power of both 
Houſes, ſhould for a Time, be put into the Hands of 
certain Per ſons, nominated by himſelf, viz. the Dukes 
of Lancaſter, of York, of Aumerle, of Surrey, of Ex- 
ter, the Marqueſs of Dorſet, the Earls of Nortbum- 
terland, Salisbury, March, Gloceſter and Wiltſhire; Sir 
John Buſpy, and ſome others. © Theſe Perſons, were 
empowered by Virtue of the ſaid Grant, to hear, and 
termine all Matters and Petitions not ended in the 
alt deſſion of Parliament; and by Virtue of this Grant, 
ey concluded and determin'd in a Manner what they 
fleas d. The Parliament granted the King a Tenth, 
Vor, I. 5 2 and 
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1398 and a half of the Clergy, and a Fifteenth and a half of 
WV the Laity, beſides: ſome Duties on Wool, Oc. and 


Diſcontents 


about the 
lat Parli 
menc, 


then broke up. The King after this, granted a general 


Pardon to all Perſons, but fifty, not named, which 
was done to keep the Nobility in Awe, the King be. 
ing 1 Liberty to except, by that Means, whom he 

leas d. | 
, The King having by theſe Methods eſtabliſh'd his 
Power, and ſet himſelf beyond all Oppoſition and 
Contradiction, thought himfelf ſufficiently ſecure, and 
in a Manner, an abſolute Prince, which is what 
he had a long Time a ſtrong Inclination to be. But 
this produc'd many Diſcontents among the common 
People, and the whole Fabrick proving weak, was 
ſoon follow'd with a total Ruin. Altho' the Parliament 
was diſſolv'd, yet there was great Murmuring about 
many Things that attended ir, and were done by it, 
As Firſt, That it was a Parliament not freely choſen, 
but pack*d by the. King's Intereſt,and conſiſted of Men 
© impos'd-on the Shires and Towns, by the King's Au- 
© thority. . Secondly, That it was 9 managed by 
© Court Favourites, and had bent all its Endeavours to 
© deftroy the Liberties and Privileges of the People, 
© Thirdly, That tho' the Duke of Gloceſter was ſo il 
© tegally murthered, they were ſo far from puniſhing 
© the wicked AQors, that they approv'd their Deeds, 
* Fourthly, That the Lords, who had deſerv'd well of 
© the Nation, and were pardon'd all irregular Actions, 
© were made guilty by an unprecedented Power of fe- 
© yoking their Pardons. F/frbly, That by diſannulling 


© the Grantsof the condemned Perſons, made ſo many 


© Years before, they had deprived many honeſt and 
© good Men, both menial Servants of the ſaid Lords, 
© and others, of Meir lawful Inheritances and Eltates. 
« S;xthly,' That they had not only laid heavy Taxes on 
© the Nation themſelves, but had exalted the King's 
Authority to ſuch a Pitch, and allow'd him ſuch 4 
© Power of Acting, that he need not obſerve any 
Laws but his Will.“ Theſe Matters concurring with 
other Cauſes of Complaint, partly grounded on the 
Grants of Parliament itſelf, his impoſing the Oaths 
ſo ſevetely on all Perfons, to obſerve inviolably the 
Ordinances of it, and Baſpy's, Baggor's, and Green 
farming the Taxes, who exacted them with tie 
utmoſt Rigour and Severity; and partly on be Kut. 
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own Management; as, that he was laviſh in his Ex- 2 N 1 


pences, lewd in his Manners, and partial in his Fa- 
yours: That he diſcountenanc'd his antient Nobility, 
and prefer'd ſuch- to the neareſt Attendance about his 
Perſon, who were neither eminent for Birth nor Vir- 
tue; that the Revenues of the Crown were ſquandered 
away upon them, and thereby the Nation impoyeriſhed ; 
That ſuch of the Clergy were preferred to Biſhopricks, 
and other Dignities in the Church, as either join'd with 
him, or favour'd him in his lewd Courſes: By theſe 
Things, the Affections of the People were ſo alienated 
from the King, that they were ready for a Revolt, up- 
on the leaſt *Temptation ; of which an Occaſion hap- 
pened ſoon after, as followeth. 


The Dukes of Hereford and Norfolk happening to The Confe- 
ride together, between London and Branford, fell into rence be- 


a friendly Difcourſe, concerning the Affairs of State; — 


The Duke of Hereford, having obſerved how much Hereford and 
the People's Affections declin'd toward the King, deli- Neolt. 


ver d his Thoughts freely to the Duke of Norfolk, tel- 
ling him, * That the preſent Management, and Mini- 
' (ters, were very diſtaſteful to the Nation in general; 
that the King was made odious by his mean and bad 
© Counſellors, who not only rais'd the Envy of the 
* Nobles, by enjoying the Favours which were their 
due, but gain'd him the Hatred of the People by their 
Conduct, which manifeſtly tended to their own, not 
the publick Intereſt ; and therefore he advis'd the Duke 
of Norfolk, who was a Privy Counſellor, and had an 
* ealie Acceſs to the King's Ear, to advertiſe the King 
* of it, that he mightby a prudent Alteration of Things, 
prevent the ill Conſequences which would certainly 
follow; adding, that it was not out of any ill Will he 
* bore to the King, or an Humour of finding Fault, 
that he ſaid this, but out of a pure Deſire of the Hap- 
pineſs of the King, and his Government.” The Duke 


of Norfolk ſeem'd to aſſent to the Truth of what thee! ae 
Duke of Hereford had ſaid, and promiſed him to repres accuſes the 
ſent it candidly to the King: But being ſenſible how Puke at 


grateful ſuch a Meſſage would be to the King, gave 
+very invidious Relation of the Duke of Hereford's 
Words to him, adding ſuch aggravating Expreſſions of 
dis own, as made them ſeem like a Calumny, both of 
his Majeſty and Government, The King being en- 
tag d at the Duke of W ſends for him to appear 

2 before 


Herefard. 
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before the Council, to anſwer the Accuſation. The 


YWV Duke did appear, and having heard what the Duke of 


* 


King fined 


ſeventeen 
Countics. 


Norfolk had ſaid of him, thank'd the King for his Fa- 
vour, in giving him Liberty to anſwer for himſelf, and 
then confeſs'd ingenuouſly what he had ſaid to the Duke 
of Norfolk, and with what Intention; but accuſed him 
of miſrepreſenting and perverting his Words, which 
he offer'd to juſtify agaiuſt the Duke of Norfolk by Com- 
bat, if the King would pleaſe to permit him. The 
Dake of Norfolk not being willing to ſuffer the Dil 
grace of recanting, or refuſing to defend what he had 
ſaid; ſtifly avouch'd the Truth of his Relation, and 
throwing down his Glove, accepted the Challenge, 
The King was unwilling to grant them the Combar, 
and endeavOur'd to pacify them, but not prevailing 
with them, he ſwore by St. John Baptiſt, that he would 
never more concern himſelf to make them Friends, 
and granted them a Combat to be fought at Coventry, 


the 170 of September following, and accordingly or- 
der'd a Stage to be erected for that Purpoſe; but having 


been inform'd how diſſatisfied the People were, that ſo 
valiant and heroick a Nobleman, as the Duke of He- 
reford was, and capable of being ſo ſerviceable to the 
Nation, ſhould be ſuffer'd to juſtify his Innocence by the 
Hazard of a Combat, he permitted them to meet at 
the Time appointed, and bid Defiance each to other ; 
but before they engag'd, put an End to the Quarrel by 
baniſhing the Duke of Norfolk for his Life, as having 
by his falſe Information, ſowed Diſcord between the 
King and his Peers; and the Duke of Hereford tor ten 
Years, as not altogether guilt!eſs of the Calumny, 
The Duke of Hereford, when he took his Leave of the 
King, had four Vears of his Baniſhment releas'd, and 
went into France for the other ſix Years, where he was 
very hogourably receiv'd by King Charles the VI. The 
Duke of Norfolk went into Germany, and from thence 
to Venice, where he died through Trouble and Melan- 


choly. 


The Duke of Hereford being gone, who was the on- 
ly ſurviving Perſon of the popular Lords, who was 
likely to head a Fadion againſt the Court, the King, 
and his Miniſters, were encourag'd to proceed mote 
arbitrarily, than they dar'd to attempt before. For the 
Dake had not left England long, before the King im. 
pos'd a great Fine upon 5 
S ven 
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ſeyenteen of the Eaſtern Counties of Exglaad; and hay- 22 Ri. II. 

ing by his Agents, perſuaded them to acknowledge W WW 

themſelves Rebels, upon Aſſurances of Pardon he af- 

terwards compell'd them to ſecure their Pardon, and 

his Favour” for the future, by ſubſcribing blank Char- 

ters, by which they oblig'd themſelves to pay him ſuch 

Sums of Money, as he ſhould pleaſe to require; as 

ſome a thouſand Pounds, others a thouſand Marks, 

and ſuch large Sums; and oblig'd them alſo to 

ſwear inviolably to maintain the 'Statates of the laſt 

Parliament. TI he Citizens of London were very much , . 

offended at this Oath, and theſe Charters, and therefore — 

they required their Sheriffs, who were orderedto levy them, from che 

to oppoſe the Impoſition. This their reftactory Oppo- Dune. 

fition ſo angred the King, that he threaten'd them with 

more than uſual Severity. But Roger Walden, the new 

Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Biſhop of London 

interceeding for them to the King, he promis'd to for- 

give them; but was not as good as his Word, till he 

had ſqueez'd great Sums of Money out of all therich- 

eſt Citizens, by his blank Bonds, and Charters, as he 

had done from the Clergy and Gentry of the ſeventeen 

Eaſtern Counties. | 
On New-years-day, the River near Bedford, that runs Several Ac- 

between 3 and Harewood, divided it ſelf, and eidents. 

became dry, for almoſt three Miles; aud much about 

the ſame 1 ime the Bay Trees dried up and withered, 

without any unuſual or extraordinary Cold, which 

were afterwards thought to portend the great Changes 

in State, which happened the Year enſuing. About 

Candlemas, died John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, 

fourth Son of Edward III. and was honourably interr'd 

in St. Paul's Church, on the North-ſide of the high 

Altar. By his Death the Dukedom of Lancaſter, with 

all his other Honours deſcended to his eldeſt Son, 

Henry Duke of Hereford, who was then in his Baniſh- 

ment at the Court of France; and he not being preſent 

to take Poſſeſſion of his Inheritance, it became a Prey to 

the Court Harpies. For tho' the King had granted to the 

Duke of Hereford, when he left England, a Power by his 

Letters Patents, to ſue out by his Attorney a Livery to | 

any Lands or Poſſeſſions, holden of the King in capite, +» 

which might befal him in his Abſence, and alſo a Reſ- 


pite of his Homage till he ſhould return, for a rea- 
ſonable Fine: Yet — to all Faith and Juſtice, 


3 the 
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1399. the King revok'd his Grant, and ſeiz'd upon the Duke 
of Lancaſter's whole Eſtate, for the Time of his Son's 
Trace g Baniſhment, which by the Advice of his Favourites he 
the Duke made perpetual. This unkingly and arbitrary proceed- 
of Hereford ing brought an Odium upon the King, not only among 
— Commons, but the Nobility themſelves, who be- 
gan to be in Doubt of their own Security, under ſo 
eaſie a King, and ſuch covetous Counſellors. The Duke 
of Tork, the only Uncle of the King, that was then 
ſurviving, tho* he did not ſeem much concern'd at the 
— Murther of his Brother the Duke of G/ocefter, was ſo 
| >being di. much diſguſted at their Proceedings, that he, and his 
guſted, re- Son, the Duke of Aumerle, retir'd from Court, to his 
dre from Country-houſe at Langley, and other Noblemen finding 
the King look_ cold upon them, retired from Court, 
The Duke of Hereford, found more Favour and Pre- 
ferment in Fraxce, than the Severity he ſuffered by the 
Loſs of his Inheritance in Exglaxd ; for being reputed 
one of the richeſt, as well as braveſt Princes in the 
World for Valour, he was courted to marry the Daugh- 
ter of the Duke of Berry, the Uncle of the King of 
France. But as ſoon as King Richard had Notice of 
this Deſign, he diſpatch'd over the Duke of Salrsbary, 
immediately to prevent it, inſinuating that it would 
a great Diſhonour to a Lady of the Royal Blood of 
France, to be married to an Exgliſb Rebel, and noto- 
rious Traitor, and ſo hindred the Match. 
About the Time of the Duke of Lancaſter's Death, 
1 of the Earl of Arzndel's eldeſt Son, who had been kept a 
Son eſcapes Cloſe Priſoner, ever fince the Death of his Father, in 
our of his the Houſe of the Earl of Exeter, got over to his Un- 
— ma cle the late Archbiſhop Arundel at Cullen. The 
Biſhop of Chalcedon came out of Greece into Exgland, 
The Biſhop with apoſtolical Letters from the Pope, exhorting all 
ot Chalcedn well diſpoſed Perſons to aſſiſt the Emperor of Conſtar- 
England, Binople, with a liberal Contribution of Money, to ens- 
ble him to defend Chriſtendom againſt the Iuroads of 
the Tartars, and to encourage them ſo to do, he pro- 
mis'd them a plenary Pardon of their Sins: But this 
— Affair met with no Succeſs, being impeded by the Re- 
you * volt of the Irih. For Roger Mortimer, Earl of March 
King goes and Uleer, (who had been lately declar'd Heir Apps 
over in ker rent to the Crown, and made Lieutenant of lrelaad ) 
3 being beſieged at Kenlis by a ſtrong Body of the wild 
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Towns left asla Prey to the Iriſp, who under the Command Ri. II. 
of 0brian Mackmore, and others, committed great Spoil, = 

and Barbarity upon the King's Subjects there. The News 

of this Rebellion was very perplexiug to the King and his 
Council; for as it would be a great Shame to them to 

abandon that Nation, which had coſt ſo much to con- 

quer, and had been held ſo long by the Exgliſs; fo alſo 

they were not prepar'd for War, nor with Money to 

e Preparations. However at laſt, it was reſolv'd, that 

the King would raiſe an Army, and go over thither in 

perſon to reduce them. But in Order for this Expedi- 

tion, the King's Miniſters were obliged to uſe many 
Exactions, partly borrowing of the Biſhops and others, 

upon the King's Letters Patents, and partly extorting it 

from thoſe that were un willing to lend him, ſo that tho” 

he did raiſe an Army, it was with the great Diſcontent 

of the whole Nation. In the Spring, the King and his 

Army were ready to embark ; bnt that he might not 

leave the Queen in Diſcontent, he ordered Juſts to be 
celebrated ſeveral Days; and about ¶bitſuntide ſet ſail 

from Milford Haven, with his Army in two hundred 

Ships, and landed at Haterford in Ireland. The Duke 

ot York was left his Deputy in Exgland, with Orders to 

ſend his Son the Duke of Aumerle, with ſome Rein- 
forcements to his Army. Before they embark'd, while 

he was at Briſtol, he had Information that the Earl of 
Northumberland, and ſome other Noblemen were con- 

triving to raiſe an InſurreQion in his Abſence: Where- The Earl of 
upon the King ſent a Purſuivant to the Earl and his Nertbanber- 
Aſſociates, with Orders to attend him, with all the r rcd 
Force they could 7 together. The Earl of Nortbum- and his E- 
berland ſent the King this Anſwer, * That it was not ſtate confiſ- 
* ſafe to draw away the Strength of the North, to go. 
* againſiſthe Iriſp, whom a leſs Force than what he had 

with him, was enough to ſubdue, becauſe by that 

* Means, he fhould expoſe thoſe Countries to the In- 
* juries of the Scozzþ Borderers, who waited all Op- 

* portunities, as the King well knew, to make their 
Advantage of Exgland, and were no longer Friends, s let 
i | ” . 

than they wanted an Occaſion to ſhew their Enmity ine Anf- 
* with Gain to themſelves ; that ſince there was no wer to the 
Guard appointed of thoſe in his Abſence, he hoped g. 
* his Majeſty would be better advis'd, than to require 
* his Attendance, which would be a greater Diſadvan- 
tage to him at Home, than his Service could profit 
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13252. him Abroad.“ The King looked upon this Anſwer as 4 
WY crafty Evation', and was confirm'd in his Opinion, 
that he was guilty of what he had been accus'd of; 
and therefore ſeiz'd upon his Eftate, to deter him from 
any farther Attempts, and having proclaimed him and 
his Aſſociates T raitors, proſecuted his Journey to Ireland. 
The King being landed in Ireland, ſtayed ſome Time 
— mrs in Waterford to refreſh his Army, and then marched 
7«land, ang forward to Kilkenny, where he determin'd to halt ſome 
Action there Time, and wait for the Arrival of the Duke of An- 
merle. The Rebels were ſo terrified by the Approach 
of the King's Army, that they did not dare to appear; 
but Du to their uſual Manner, kept cloſe in the 
Woods, and made their Aſſaults upon the Exgliſb. as 
they could take them at a Diſadvantage. But the Eny- 
7 being well acquainted with their Artifices, were 
o well prepar'd for them, that they ſlew many of them. 
When the King had waited at Kiltenny a Fortnight, 
and the Duke of Aumerle did not come, he marched 
forward, and invaded the Country of the Arch-rebel 
Mackmore, who skulking in the Woods with about 
three thouſand Men, valued little the King's Army. 
The King having with him two thouſand five hundred 
Pioneers, ſet them to work to grub up the Woods, and 
open Paſſages for his Army; but they could by no 
Means come at Mackmore, and his Party. Mackmore's 
Uncle, and ſome of the 1r: of the better Faſhion, 
came to the King with Withes about their Necks, and 
ſubmitting themſelves to the King, he pardoned them, 
Upon this, the King invited Mackmore himſelf to come 
in, and accept of the ſame Mercy; but he conſidering 
that the Engliſh could not ſubſiſt there long, for Want 
of Proviſions, refus'd to ſubmit; but offered to lay 
down his Arms upon Aſſurance of Pardon for his paſt 
Offences, and his Liberty for the future . The King 
was ſo much enrag'd at this Anſwer, that he ſwore be 
would not leave Ireland, till he had Mackmore dead or 
alive; and being obliged to retreat to Dublin, to refteſſ 
and victual his Army, the firſt publiſh'd a Proclama- 
tion, wherein he promis'd a great Reward to any Per- 
ſon, who ſhould bring Mackmore to him dead ot 
alive; and after he had reſted and refreſhed his Army 
for fifteen Days, he drew it out into three Diviſions, 
and ſent them to environ the Enemy on all Sides, and 
by all Means poffible to reduce them. Juſt as the 112 
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had given theſe Orders, and the Army were on the 22 Ri. u. 
March, the Duke of Azmerle arrived in Ireland, with a W WS 
great Reinforcement, in 100 Ships; the Conjunction 
of theſe, with thoſe, with the King before, brought ſo 
many of the Iriſh into Subjection, that he had reduced 
Ireland into as intire Obedience as ever, had he not been 
called home. But it being his Fate to rule no longer, 
his Dignity came thus to a Period. 7 ty 
The Nobility, Gentry, and common People, having The conſpi- 
been flighted, and intolerably oppreſſed by the King mag ode” 
and his Favourites, for many Years paſt, began to long N 
for Relief; and laying hold of the Opportunity the with the 
King's Abſence had put into their Hands, of putting Reaſone and 
their Deſigus in Execution, contrived to put the Crown © 
on another Head, from whom they might expect to be 
overned with more Prudence and Clemency. The 
Perſon whom they eſteemed the fitteſt to ſway the 
Scepter of theſe Realms,jwas Henry of Bullingbroke, 
Duke of Lancaſter and Hereford, who. had as well a li- 
neal Title to it, as he had all the Qualifications fit to 
make an excellent King. He was a Prince of great 
Wiſdom, Courage and Experience; a. Friend to the 
Nobility, and a Lover of the common People, and 
having ſuffered ſo ſeverely by the Cruelty, and Injuſtice 
of a bad King, was moſt likely to make a good one. 
The Earl of Northumberland, and his Friends, who 
had of late, for a bare Suſpicion, ſuffered ſo much, 
were among the moſt forward in this Enterpriſe. The 
Duke of Lancaſter and Hereford, was then in France; 
they therefore took up a general Reſolution, to ſend The Duke 
for him with all poſſible Privacy and Speed, giving and — 
him Aſſurances of their Aſſiſtance in ſettling him on ſolicited to 
the Throne. Their Requeſts and Deſires they ſent alte te 
over to him in a Letter, by truſty Meſſengers, to Arch- 
biſhop Arundel, who was then in Bretagne in France, 
importuning him alſo by Letters, to be their Advo- 
cate with the Duke to comply with them. The Biſhop 
being a Fellow-ſufferer with them, readily accepted the 
Office; and going along with the Meſſengers to Paris, 
obtained of the Duke of Hereford a Meeting, as pri- 
vate as the Importance of the Matter required. The 
Meſſengers having delivered their Letters from the 
Nobles and Commons of England, were ſeconded by 
the Archbiſhop, with the beſt Perſuaſions that Reaton 
could invent, or Rhetorick urge. He repreſented to the 
| | | Duke, 
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Duke, the Mikey. of the preſent. State of the People 
of England, © That they were utterly ruined and de. 
4 ſtroyed by the ill Management of the publick Af. 
e fairs; in which, tho the King timſelf was not actu- 
* ally concerned, yet ſo long as he employed and yp. 
held ſuch unfit Miniſters, he could not be thought 
*© fit to goyern ;. That it is far more intolerable to he 
«Slaves to mean Perſons, than to the King himſelf, 
:* and therefore ſo long as the King could not be won 


from maintaining their Pride and Tyranny over his 
Subjects, it was hardly any Crime to depoſe that Per. 
“ ſon, who left his Power in ſuch baſe Hands; Tha 


te the preſent Condition of the Nation was ſo low 
© and diſtraded, that nothing but a preſent Remedy 
« can ſave it from utter Ruin; for the antient Honour 
« of the Nation for Chivalry was degenerated into 
% Effeminacy, and the Men that were famous for their 
%“ Courage and Conduct, either put to Death or ba- 
< niſhed ; the Nobility was contemned and flighted, 
« the Gentry abuſed, and the Commons miſerably pol- 
< Jed and taxed, and that not to ſupport the Governs 
« ment, but the Pride and Avarice of their Fellow 
« Subjects; that the Relief of theſe Grievances could 
© not be expected from any Hands but his, at ow 
© not only becauſe he was ſo eminent for all warlike 
« Atchievements, but becauſe he had ſo near a Rel 
< tion to the Crown; and therefore the Nation bad 
'« devolved their Hopes of Eaſe entirely upon him, 
* which he in Honour and Duty ought to endeavour, 
< eſpecially ſince they had reſolved to ſtand by him in 
e the Attempt ; and it could hardly prove unfortunate 
« to him, where ſo much Love, Power and Intereſt 
« were united.” The Duke, tho? be had all the Rez 
ſon in the World to give ear to thoſe Propoſals, it 
being the only Way left him to revenge the barbarovs 


'Death of his Uncle, recover his Eſtate and Honour, 


and ſet himſelf at Liberty from an uneaſy Baniſhment, 


The Duke 
of Lon- 
cafter's An- 
Wer. 


them 
h 


and reſtore 'his Family and Children to their natural 


Rights, yet he was very cautious of accepting, and told 
& That tho' he was ſenſible of the bad State of 
ings in England, which ſtood in great Need of a 
« preſent Redreß, and was much obliged to his Coun- 
« trymen for their good Opinion of him; yet he was 
<« not inſenſible of the great Danger in attempting the 
« Depoling of a King, and the F ickleneſs of the Peo- 
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« ple's Affections; which, tho they might lead Men 23 N. n. 


« jnto hazardous Attempts, yet ſeldom held up to carry 
« them through; and therefore could hardly think it 
« prudent to truſt to them. He declared himſelf free 
from all ambitious and aſpiring Thoughts, being now 
4 of more ſtaid Years and Conſideration ; and if he 
« ſhould engage in ſo difficult an Action, it would be 
« more for the Love of his Country, than his own 
Honour; that tho” it was ſome Motive to reſcue 
« him and his Family from Ruin, yet it was much 
« greater to retrieve. a whole Nation; and therefore, 
10 — the Nobles and Gentry had gone too far to re- 
« treat with Safety, he would rather run the Hazard 
« of his own Life, than deſert them; and ſodiſmiſſed 
the Meſſengers with Promiſes of Acceptance, if the 
« Nobles and People of Ezglaud would hold to their 
« Petition.” This Anſwer was carried back with all 
poſſible Speed and Privacy, upon which the Nobility 
ſet about raifing all the Men they could, to receive 
him; and the Duke himſelf carried the Matter very 
cloſely. He deſired Leave of the King of France, to 
go and pay a. Viſit to his Kinſman, the Duke of Bre- 


zazne, that he might paſs the more unſuſpected, into The Duke 
England, whither Archbiſhop Arundel, Thomas Earl ofof Law 


Arundel, his Nephew, Lord Cobham, and diverſe other 


caſters Pal- 
ſage, and 


Gentlemen of Note, attended him, to the Number of landing in 
about eighty, being accommodated by ſome Ships, and Eu 


Men, for the Deſign. He ſet Sail from Port Blanc in 
Bretagne, for England; and being arrived on the Coaſts, 
he hovered about ſome Time, to obſerve in what For- 
wardneſs the Nobility were to receive him, and where 
he might land with the moſt Safety. The Duke of Nor- 
thumberland and his Friends had ſo well diſpoſed the 
People of the North, that he found a very kind Recep- 
tion; and therefore he landed at Raven Spurg, in Hol- 
derneſt in Yorkſhire. Upon the firſt notice of his Ar- 
rival, the common People flocked in to his Aſſiſtance, 
in great Numbers; and the Earl of Northumberland, 
his Son Henry Hotſpur, the Earl of Weſtmoreland, the 
Lords Willoughby, Roſſe, Darcy, Nevil and Beaumont, 


and many other Perſons of Honour and Intereſt, came - 


with a conſiderable Body of Men to him; ſo that in a 
very few Days, his Army was grown to near ſixty 
thouſand Men, well arm'd and accoutred. — 
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1399. The Duke of Yi, to whom the Regency of the 
Nation was committed, during the King's Abſence, ha. 
＋ 1 on ving Intelligence of this Inſurrection, took the moſt 
thers an Ar- effectual Methods he could, to meet the impending 
— a_—_ Danger; he immediately calls a Council to conſult by 
Larafer, What Means they might ſecure the Nation in its Obe. 
dience to King Richard, and defeat the Deſigns of the 
Invgger. The Chief Perſons in the Council, were the 
Biſhop of Exeter, Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Mil. 
Hire, Lord Treaſurer, John Buſpy, Henry Green, Jun 

Baggot and Fohn Ruſſel, Knights. 
The — 1 Fa this Council it was reſolv'd, that it was beſt to 
— leave London, which had always been inclin'd to the 
don, Lords Party, and had been lately diſoblig'd, and to raiſe 
an Army about St. Albans, either to oppoſe the Dukeat 
his Landing, or before he had gotten any conſiderable 
Body of Men together. An Army was rais'd; but when 
they underſtood they were to fight againſt the Duke of 
Lancaſter, they declar'd unanimouſly, they would not 
oppoſe him, becauſe his Quarrel was ſo juſt, and they 
did believe he came not for the Crown, but the Reſtitu- 
tion of his Right, which it would be the higheſt Inju- 
ſtice to keep him from. This ſo diſcouraged the King's 
Friends, that they diſmiſs'd their Army, and betook 
themſelves to other Methods for their Security. The 
Duke of York, and Biſhop of Exeter, kept a good Body 
of Men; but the Lord Scroop, Buſby and Green fled to 
Briſtol, and fortified themſelves in the Caſtle: Baggot 

made his Eſcape into Ireland. 

The Duke The Duke of Lancaſter having met with that Succels 
of Lancaſter Which was beyond his Expectation, was encouragd 
2 rches to thereby tO proceed in his Deſign, and having taken an 
Oath to the Lords, © that he would neither procure nor 
« permit any bodily Harm to be done to King Richard; 
de that he would require only the Lands which were 
e deſcended to him by Inheritance from his Father and 
« Right of his Wife; that he would obtain that the 
« Commons ſhould be eas'd of their Taxes and Subſ- 
« dies, cauſe the King to ſend home his Guard of 
« Cheſhire Men, and bring him to a better Order of 
Government; he made all the Haſte he could to 
London. His Army increaſed daily in his March, patt 
ly by reaſon of the good Inclination the People had to- 
ward him, and partly through the Eneouragement that 


Was given them by Archbiſhop Arundel, by his hy 
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from the Pope, promiſing Remiſſion of all their Sins 23 Ri. . 
to ſuch as ſhould aſſiſt the Duke againſt his Enemies. 


The Duke of York had gotten an Army to oppoſe the 
Duke of Lancaſter, but they would not fight againſt 
bim; and ſo he was obliged to paſs by him, to meet 
King Richard at his Landing in Wales. The Duke of 
Lancaſter being arriv'd at London, was receiv'd with all 
imaginable Demonſtrations of Joy : The coſtlieſt Enter- 
tainments by Pageants, Proceſſions and Banquets were 
made, as Expreſſions of their Happineſs at his Preſence ; 
all their Promiſes and good Wiſhes were beſtow'd on 


him; but on King Richard and his Party, nothing but 


Railings aud Curſes. The Duke having ſecur'd the 
City of London to himſelf, marched towards Briſtol, 
where Scroop, Buſhy, and Green, the three great Inſtru- 
ments of the Mitery of the Nation, had fortified them- 
ſelves, ſending out Parties on all Sides to plunder and 
ſeize the Eſtates and Perſons of all ſach as would not 
join with him and his Confederates. The Duke's Ar- 
my laid Siege to Briſtol· Caſtle, and after four Days 
took it, with the Lord Scroop, Buſby, and Ereen Priſon- 
ers. The Hatred of the People toward them, was ſo 
great, that it would admit of no Delay of their Puniſh- 
ment; for which Cauſe they were immediately arraign'd 
before the Conſtable and Marſhal, and being found 
puilty of Treaſon in miſleading the King, were behead- 
ed. After this Execution, the Duke of ork himſelf 
decame not only a Friend, but a chief Counſellor to 
the Duke of Lancaſter. The Parties which the Dake 
had ſent out, took the Biſhop of Norwich, Sir William 
Elnham, Sir Malter Burley, Fohn' Golifer, and Lau- 
rexce Drew, Eſquires. From Hriſtol the Duke march'd 
to Cheſter, which receiv'd him with great Joy, and 
fielded their Charter up to him. From Cheſter he ſent 
his Son with the Duke of Gloceſter's Son into Ireland, 
but the latter was drowned in his Paſſage. 

While theſe Things were thus carrying on in Emg- 
gland, King Richard. was in · Ireland, and had no In- 
telligence of it; for the Iriſb Seas were ſo tempeſtuous 
tor near fix Weeks that no Veſſels could paſs, ſo that 


the Duke of Lancaſter met with but very little Oppo- The News 
of the Duke 
The News of the Duke of Lancaſter's Invaſion of g. 
Emzland, and. the Succels he had therein: at laſt arriv'd on of Ex- 
in Ireland, and put the King into ſtrange Perplexities {274 carried 
to the King 

and in Ireland. 


lition before he was ſettled in England. 
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2359. ald Agonies; but what Courſe was beſt to be taken, 
__ U he knew not, but at laſt reſolv'd to haſten with his Ar. 
my into Euglaud, and give the Duke Battel, before he 
{ſhould be join'd by his Friends; and likewiſe to make 
the Duke of Lancaſter's Son Henry, and the Duke. of 
Gloceſter's Son Humphrey, Priſoners in the Caſtle of 
Trim. The Duke of Aumerle adviſed and earneſtly 
perſuaded the King, not to go into England himſelf til 
the whole Fleet was ready, as it might be in a few 
Days, and to fend fome of his Friends before, to gather 
him an Army, that he might land without Danger. 
The King followed this Counſel, and ſent the Ear] of 
Salisbury before, to procure an Army of Welfp and 
Chefſbire Men againſt his Arrival, which he had pro- 
miſed ſhould- be within {ix Days. The Earl landed x 
Conway in Wales, and ſending Letters to the Gentle. 
men in thoſe Countries that ſtill adher'd to the King 
Intereſt, he ſoon rais'd an Army of forty thouſand Men, 
ready to march with the King againſt his Enemies. But 
there being a Report rais'd that King Richard was dead 
in Ireland, and the King not coming at the Time ap- 
pointed; the Army was put into ſuch a Fright, that 
they would by no Means enter upon any Action till 


7 


his Staff 
ſolving 
of Aun 
the Kin; 
trymen, 
= R 
gainſt t. 
ving be: 
ders of 
into the 
General 
the No 
him, an 
been be 
and call 
own H 
Duke © 
Lives ot 
ſo he, v 
ſhop of 
of his f 
reſolving 


tuin ſon 


they ſaw the King, but were perſuaded by the Earl of — 

Salisbury to wait fourteen Days longer for the King's ud vy l 

Arrival; but on Condition, if the —_ came not in | 7 5 

that Time, they ſhould return home. The King did 1 A 

not leave Ireland till eighteen Days after, and was three * 

Days in his Paſſage; A that the fourteen Days being 7 * 

elaps'd, and the King not arriv'd, they returned home. 11 Fo 

They were no ſooner ſeparated; but the King with his ſenſible | 

Kino Rich- Forces, landed at Milford Haven in W: ales, attended Pow * 

rd lands at With the Dukes of Aumerle and Exeter and others of vere © 
ze Ha- the Nobility; and leaving the Army with the Duke of W ; ſlr 

Aumerle, he went to Conway in a Diſguiſe, to ſee what BW, a I 

Body of Mem the Earl of Salisbury had gotten togethet 3 Fa 

to receive him; but to his great Mortification found his ho 4 

Delays had depriv*d-him of the Aſſiſtance of his Friends, WW d : , 

which both be and the Earl of Seksbary very much ls W dat — 

mented. Whilethe King was gone to Comway, the Duke I Bree, 

- Off Aumerle gave it out, that the King had quite left his hat 1 

Army, and was fled; fo diſmiſſing every Man to pro. K; 

vide for his own Safety, he fled himſelf with five hundred WW « tie 18 

Men, to the Duke of Lancaſter. And the Earl of Mor- Wu of the 


ceſter, who was Steward of the King's Houſe, m 
| ] 


The Reign of King RI HARD II. 351 


is Staff in the midſt of the King's Servants; and ſo diſ- +3 Ri. U. 
ſolving the King's Family, went along with the Duke 
of Aumerle. The Cheſhire Men went to Conway to 
the King, and there meeting with others of their Coun- 
trymen, they made up a conſiderable Army, and took 
wp a Reſolution to maintain King Richard's Right a- 
gunſt the Duke and his Adherents. But the King ha- 
ning been inform'd, that all the Caſtles from the Bor- 
ders of Scotland, as far as Briſtol, had been ſurrendred 
into the Hands of the Duke of Lancaſter; and that the 
Generality of the Nobility, Gentry, and Commons of 
the North and South Parts of the Nation, had joined 
him, and that his truſty Friends and Counfellors had 
deen beheaded at Briſtol, he deſpaired of all Succeſs; 
and calling his Army together, diſmiſſed them to their 
own Homes, determining to ſubmit himſelf to the 
Duke of Lancaſter's Mercy, rather than to hazard the The 
Lives of thoſe who were ſo loyal to him in vain: And — is 
ſs he, with the Dukes of Exeter and Surrey, the Bi- — 
ſhop of Carli/le, Sir Stephen Scroop, and about ten more ſelf ro Con- 
of his faſt Friends, betook himſelf to Conway-Caſtle v Caſtle. 
reſolving to defend themſelves there till he could ob- 
tain ſome good Terms. 

The Caltle of Conway was not only a very ſtrong 
Fortreſs, but ſo ſituated on the Sea-Shore, that they 
might eafily make their Eſcape into Ireland, if ſtreight- 

by a Sie e. This was the only Caſtle of Confe- 

quence that held out againſt the Duke of Laxcaſter, 
who was 1 thither with all his Army; but the 
King had ſo well ſecur'd theſe Advantages, that he did 
not fear all the Force of his Enemy. The Duke bein 
ſenſible how impoſſible it was to get che King into his 
Fower by Force, while he kept himſelf in this Caſtle, 
where Force of Arms would be of little Ufe, againſt 
ſo ſtrong a Fortreſs, and in ſo mountainous a Coun- 
ry, call'd a Council of thoſe Peers who were of his 
Patty, who being of his Mind, it was advis'd by Arch- 
dhop Arandel, that the King who was always ſimple 
and credulous, ſhould be dealt with by Policy; and x gains 
that whereas he had not long before ſent the Dukes of Contrivance 

eter and Surrey to the Duke of Lanraſter to know e get the 
what he imended, certain Meſſengers ſhould be ſent to 2. 
tte King with this Anſwer, “That he ſought nothing Lenofer's 
a but a peaceable Settlement of Things for the Good © 
of the Nation, and that if he would be pleas'd — 

ca 


©. call a Parliament, wherein thoſe who had barha. 


XY. > ** rouſly murthered, or advis'd the Death of the Duke 


Jof Gloceſter, ſhould be puuiſh'd, and other Irregulari. 
« ties of Government reformed, he and the. Duke 
« would be good Friends; only the Duke ſhould have 
/ his Pardon of all Offences granted upon his begging 

* of it upon his Knees, and enjoy the Office of High 
« Judge, as his Anceſtors had it for an hundred Years. 

4 to himſelf and Poſterity.“ This Advice being approv d, 

the Earl of Northamberland was ſent with four hundred 

Lances, and a thouſand Archers, to deliver this Anſwer 

to the King. The Earl in his Way had the two Caſtles 

of Flint and Rutland delivered up to him. When he 
arriv'd at a narrow Paſſage near the Town of Conway, 

he divided his Men into two Ambuſhes, and poſted them 

under a Rock, giving them Command to keep it; and 

himſelf with five Men only went to the Town, and 

ſent an Herald to the King to acquaint him that he was 

ſent by the Duke of Lancg/ter with a Meſſage about an 
Agreement with him, and therefore deſir'd that ſafe 
Conduct ſhould be granted him. The King, not ſuſ- 

pecting any Deceit, allow'd it him, and the Earl en- 

tring the Caſtle, deliver'd his Meſſage to the King and 

Earl of Salisbury with much Seriouſneſs, and contirm'd 

it with a folema Oath taken upon the Sacrament, that 

the Duke ſhould perform what he had promiſed. in his 

Name, and that it the King pleas'd to $9 to the Duke, 

and confirm thoſe Propoſals, he ſhould depart whither 

he pleas d afterwards. The King not ſuſpecting any 
Treachery, agreed to meet the Duke of Lancaſter, and 

ſettle the Agreement, intending to go afterwards into 

Hales, and gather an Army to lecure\him(elF againſt all 

future Hazards. The Earl haſtened the King away 

with him to the Duke, and being mounted on Horle- 

back, attended with the Earl of Salisbury, Biſhop; of 
Carliſle, Sir William Peribee, and Sir Stephen Scroop, 

who attended him, rode along with him to condu 

The King him. The King deſir'd the Earl. of Northumberland to 
2 3 ride before to Rutland, to provide a Dinner, which he 
lud ſeem'd to be very ready to, do, and rode apace from 
and carried them; but went no farther, than to the Place where 
ede Duke his Ambuſhes lay, and having given them Notice of 

of Lancaſter. 1 | be bog - wickets 

en the King's Approach, ſtaid there while the King came 
EP up. The” King ſeeing ſuch a Number of Meu with 
the Earl, foahd he was betray'd; but being on all Sides 
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enclos'd with Rocks, he had no Way to eſcape. The 23 N. H. 
Earl prong the pars. 4: Surpriſe, went to him, and 
nees, tol 


falling on his ,to 
he had appointed to attend his Perſon. The King an- 
ſwered him, they were needleſs, and not according to 
his Promiſe, who had aſſur'd him he would not have 
above fix Perſons with him; and being angry, he ſaid 
he would go back to Conway: But the Earl then began 
to be plain with the King, and told him, that now he 
had him in his Power, he would conduct him to the 
Duke of — as he had engag'd to do ten Days 
before. The King was forc'd to go forward 

having din'd at Rztland, was conducted to Flint 
where he lodg'd that Night. The Duke of Lancaſter 
having Notice of the King's Arrival at Flint-Caſtle, 
drew up his Army the next Morning, conſiſting of an 
hundred thouſand 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Earl of Rutland, and 
vir Thomas Piercy 
him, and the Duke himſelf waited on him in the Af- 


him, they were a Guard which 


-Caſtle, . 


en, round about the Caſtle ;and ſent 


to the King, to prepare and diſcourſe 
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ternoon. The Duke was receiv'd by the King with The King 


much Calmneſs of Temper and obliging Carriage, he ſay- 
ing to him, Couſin of Lancaſter, Nox are welcome. To 
which the Duke replied, I am come ſooner than you - 
pointed me, becauſe the Fame of your People is, that 
fir theſe twenty. one Years yon have govern'd ill and ri- 
goroufly, for | which they are highly diſſatisfied ; but if 
Heaven pleaſes, I will help to govern them better for the 
future, And when the Duke told: him, © that he came 
* to obtain the Reſtitution of his Lands and Honours, 
* thro' his favourable Permiſſion ;” the King replied, 
* that he was ready to accompliſh his Will:“ And 
when the Duke added farther, ** that ſince the People 
* complain'd of his rigorous Government for theſe 
twenty two Years, he was now reſolv'd to help him 
to govern better; the King replied, © Fair Cou- 
" fin of Lancaſter, ſince 'tis your Will to do ſo, it 
" pleaſeth us welt.” This Diſcourſe being ended, the 
Duke ordered the King's Horſes ta be brought out, and 
de King and his Friends being mounted, he was con- 
ducted to Cheſter, where he was 'confin'd in the Caſtle 
under the Care of the Duke of Glocęſter's and Earl of 
Arundel's Sons, who hating him for the Murther of 
tteir Fathers, were very watchful to keep him for the 
Day of their hop'd for Revenge. The King was after- 
Vo“. I. + wards 


and Duke 
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1399 wards remov'd from Cheſter to Newcaſtle in Stafforg. want 
ire where the old Earl of Warwick being recall'd from may 
his Baniſhment in the He of Max, went to upbraid him his 1 
with his Severity towards him. From thence: he waz Refi 
carried to Litehſield, and lodg'd in the Caſtle, from 
whence he had like to have eſcap'd out of a Window; W ment 
but being diſcover'd, was the more ſtrictly guarded, ſhop 
From thence in a few Days he was carried to London. 
When the Duke of Lancaſter was arrived within fix 
Miles of London, the Mayor and Companies met him 
in their Liveries, with Trumpets ſounding before them, 
and paid him much more Reverence than the King him- 
ſelf. When the Duke was come within two Miles of 
London, he made a Halt, and enquired of the Citizens, 
what he ſhould do with the King? Who, as ſome ſay, 
anſwer'd, © that they, in Behalt of the Commons of 
Landon, deſired, that he would cut off the Head of 
« King Kichard and all that were taken with him.“ But 
the Duke replied, that ſuch an Act would prove an 
<« eyerlaſting Reproach unto him and his Adherents; 
4 but he would him along with them to the Toy- 
er of London, and then leave him to the Judgment 
* of the Parliament.” Accordingly he was carried to 
Weſtminſter ; but he lodg'd but one: Night there, bit 
being carried the next Day to the Tower, to be ken 
cloſe Priſoner, till the meeting of the next Parliament 
there was a Conſpiracy of ſeveral of the Citizens to 
have kill'd him as he paſs'd thro* the City, but the 
Mayor and Aldermen having Notice of the Deſign, pte 

vented it. EY 
The Duke of Laucaſter having ſtaid ſome Days in 
the City, at the Biſhop of London's Palace, and St. Joh. 
Hoſpital without Smithfield, retir'd for a ſmall Time 
into — hen he was at Cheſter, he cat: 
ſed Writs to be iſſued out in the King's Name, for ſun- 
moning a Parliament, which was to meet on the lal 
Day of September, againſt the meeting of which he and 
Confulati- his Friends wete buly. in conſulting how Matters ſhoul 
doe King be manag'd, and at length came to this Concluſion, 
8 | * 
4. that King R:chard ſhould no longer govern the Nation; 
but they were for making Uſe of the moſt plauſibl 
Methods of dethroning him. Many Things were pt& 
unded ; among which, the Duke of Tor advis'd, thit 
. King Richard ſhould both voluntarily reſign his Crow, 
and be ſolemnly depoſed by the 'Parliament alſo 4 

; * a £ | 
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' tators, to declare and ſhew this his voluntary Reſigna- 
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cauſe, as he (aid, tho' the judgment of Patliament 23 Ri. 11- 


may make him be thought worthy to be depoſed, yet W 
his Deprivation will never be jul, unleſs he joined in a | | 
Reſignation, His Advice was approved, and atcord- | 
ingly put in Execution: For the before the Parlia- | 
ment met, there aſſembled in the Tower, the Archbi- 

ſhop of Canterbury; the Archbiſhop of York; the Biſhop of 

of Hereford, the Duke of Lancaſter, the Earls of Nor- 

thumberland and Weſtmoreland, and divers others of the 
Nobility, Judges, and others. When they were ſeated in 
their Places, the King was brought forth in his kingly | 
Robes and Habiliments, and being placed in a Chair of | 
State, he read the Form of his Refignation to this Effect. 

In the Name of God, Amen. I Richard, by the The Form 
„Grace of God, King of England, and France,” and of King RE 
Lord of Ireland, do hereby acquit and diſch e all £,caion, ; 
„ Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Dukes, Marqueſſes, Earls, 
Barons, Lords, and all other my Subjects, both ſpi- 

4 ritual and ſecular, of what Degree ſoever, from their 
«Oath of Fealty, and Homage, and all other Bonds 
« of Allegiance to me due, both from them and their 
« Heirs; and do hereby releaſe them from the ſaid 
& Oaths and Allegiance, ſo far as they concern my 
« Perſon for ever. I alſo reſign all my kingly Ma- 
4 jeſty and | Dignity, . with all the Rights and Privi- 
© leges' thereunto belonging; and do renounce all the 
& Title and Claim which Jever had, or have, to them. 
] alſo: renounce the Government of the ſaid King- 
doms, and the Name of regal Highneſs thereunto 
« belonging, freely and wholly ſwearing upon the E- 
« vangeliſts, that I will never oppoſe this my voluntary 
% Reſignation, nor ſuffer it to be oppoſed, as judging 
© my felf not unworthily deprived of my regal ig- 
* nity, for my Deſerts.” This Reſignation King K+ 
chard read with much Calmneſs and Chearfulneſs, and g 
then ſigned and ſubſcribed it in their Preſence, and 
putting his Ring on the Duke of Lancaſter's Finger, de» 
lired, that his Couſin, the Duke of Laucaſter, might 
be his Succeſſor. He likewiſe appointed the Archbi - 
ſhop of York, and Biſhop of Hereford, to be his Procu- 


tion to all the States of Parliament, and his Deſire, 
that the Duke of Lancaſter, his Couſin, ſhould ſuc- 
ceed him in his Throne. When this was done, they 
took their Leave of him. ; 
Aa 2 The 
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1399. . The Parliament met the Monday following ; and af. 
er the Archbiſhop. of ork, and Biſhop of Hereford, had of F 


King Ri- decſated in the King's Name, that he had voluntari 

| wy | 1 untaril the 

* * reſigned his regal Dignity and P ower, the Lords and 5 
Commons agreed to, and accepted it, and then pro- 4 w 


ceeded to his Depoſition ; in order to which they di- 4 jn 
eſted all the Miſdemeanours of his Reign, as far as 4 to 
they could recollect them, into thirty. three Articles of And 
Accuſation, alledging againſt him, © That he had waſt. both 
ce ed the publick Treaſure, and given away the Poſſeſ- in the 
*« ffons of the Crown to Perſons of no Merit; That 6 | 
&« he had impeached certain Lords of Treaſon, for treat- « St. 
« ing of Matters concerning the Eſtate of the Nation, « of 
« tho” appointed to it by Parliament ; That he had forc- « pin 
«ed the Judges to give their Opinions contrary to C * 
« Law, for the DeſtruQion of the Lords; That he « Stat 
had puniſhed the Lords, and fined their Attendants « of 
«© for Crimes pardoned by his Proclamation and Char- to u 
& ter; That he had detained Records of a neceſſary 
“ Concern for the Good of the Nation; That he had 
“ unjuſtly baniſhed. the Duke of Lancaſter and Here- 
“ ford, and forbad all his Friends to ſue for his Return; 
„ That he had procured Bulls from the Pope, to force 
e his Subjects to obſetve Laws made for his own 
* Ends; That he forbad the Duke of Hereford's Proxies 
« to proſecute or defend his Cauſe, notwithſtanding 
« his Grant to him under Seal; That he put out divers 
% High-Sheriffs duly elected, put in his Favourites, and 
«© kept them in that Office longer than uſual ; That he 
& borrowed great Sums of his Subjects and would not 
«© pay them; That he taxed his Subjects at his Pleaſure, 
e arid would not pay them for Proviſions had of them; 
«© That he ſaid, All Law was in his own Breaſt aud Head, 
« andthe Lives of his Subjedts were in his Hands; That he 
te put out Knights and Burgeſſes duly elected for the Pu- 
« Tiament, and put in Men for his own Turn; That he 
<< had extorted ſeveral Sums of the Clergy, at his going 
ce into Ireland, contrary to Law; That he deviſed certain 
« new Oaths, and forced his Subjects to take them; 
4 "That he baniſhed the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with- 
out juſt Cauſe, and gave his Goods to his Succeſſot, 
« on Condition, that he ſhould obſerve the Starutes 
« made at Shrewsbury and Coventry, with other Mil: 
«© demeanors of leſs Importance. Theſe Articles be- 
ing compoſed in Form, and brought into the Deut 


Throne was vacant, by the voluntary Ceffion and juſt 
Depoſition of King Kichard; and therefore they ough 
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of Parliament, and being read, it was demanded of 23 Ri. 11. 
the Lords and Commons, what their Judgment; was WWW 
concerning them? To which they replied, That they 
« were notorions Crimes ; and that King Richard be- 
« ing manifeſty found guilty of the ſame, was worthy 
« to be depoſed from his royal Authority and Dignity.” 
And thereupon Commiſſioners were appointed by 
both Houſes, to pronounce a Sentence of Depoſition 
in the Manner and Form following. 2. +38 
« In the Name of God, Amen. We, Fohr, Biſhop of The Sen- 
« St, Aſaph, John, Abbot of Elaſſenbury, Thomas, Far! tence of Pe- 
« of Gloceſter, Thomas, Lord Barkley, Sir Thomas Er- — 
pingham, Sir Thomas Gray, and William Thirning, 
s Jullices Commiſſioners, ſpecially choſen oy three 
« States of this Parliament, repreſenting the whole Body 
« of the Realm, for all Matters by the ſaid States 
to us committed, conſideriug the manifold Perjuries 
« and Cruelties, notorious Crimes and Offences, by 
Richard, late King of this Realm, committed an 
done contrary to the Laws and good Government of 
* the Kingdom, during the Time of his Reign, as was 
made manifeſt to the whole Body of Parliament, by 
« ſeveral Articles exhibited againſt him, and by his 
* own Confeſſion of his own Inſufficiency and Miſ- 
« demeanors of Government : We, the Premiſes well 
* conſidering, do by the Power and Authority. to us 
committed, in the Names of all the ſaid States, pro- 
* nounce, decree, and declare the ſaid Richard unwor- 
thy of the Rule and Government of the ſaid Realm; 
* and for the ſaid Cauſes do deprive him of all kingly 
* Dignity and Worſhip, expreſsly forbidding all Arch- 
* biſhops, Biſhops, Dukes, Marqueſſes, Earls, Barons 
* and Knights, and all other Perſons within this King- 
* dom, of what Quality or Degree ſoever, from this 
* Day forward, to be obedient or attendant on the 
© aforeſaid Richard, as King and Lord of theſe Realms. 
This Sentence of Depoſition being pronounced, the 
Commiſſioners, in the Name of the Parliament, reſign- 
ed unto King Richard all their Homage and Fealty, 
which, in Time paſt, they had made, or did owe him; 
and ſo King Richard was looked upon as wholly de- 
prived of his regal Power and Kingdoms. | 
The Report of the Commiſſioners being given in 
to the Parliament, it was immediately voted, that the 


t 
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1399. to proceed immediately to the Election of a new Prince 
ino the Throne. Upon this Vote, Henry,” Duke of 
Lancaſter, roſe up immediately from his Seat, and 
ſtanding ſo as he might be ſeen of the People, and crof. 
fing himſelf on the Forehead and Breaſt, as the Cu- 
ſtom was in thoſe Times, he put in his Claim for the 
W in theſe Words: Ree 
The Duke In the Name of God, Amen, I Henry, Duke of Lax. 
— 2 24 % caſter, do claim as my Right, the Crown and Realm 
crown. of Exglaud, with all the Dominions and Appurte- 
“ nances thereunto belonging, being lineally deſcend. 
« ed from Edmund, ſirnamed Croxch-back, eldeſt Son 
2 1 our good Lord, Henry the Third; and thro' the 
«< Right which God of his Grace hath ſent me, by his 
« Afiſtance, and Help of my ready Kindred and noble 
Friends, who have adventured with me to recover 
„the ſame; being at the Point of Deſtruction, for 
4 want of good rovernment, and an orderly Diſtr 
* bution of Juſtice.” And then, he went to his Place, 
and fat down again. K 
4 The Archbiſhop put the Queſtion to the Houſes of 
Parliament, Whom: they would have for their King? 
Firſt, Whether they would have the Dake of York for 
zheir King ? and they ſaid, No. Then, Whether they 
defired his eldeſt Son Edward, Dake of Aumerle? and 
they replied, No. Then he propoſed the Duke of Vb, 
oungeſt Son, and ſeveral others, but all were refuſed, 
hen the Archbiſhop pauſing a While, asked them, 
The Duke beter they would have the Dake of Lancaſter fir 
of Ling their King? They ſaid, Ne will have him; and none 
"wn = elſe; and made the ſame Anſwer three Times. Then the 
Arch Biſhop going to him, kneeled down before him, and 
declared to him, That the People had unanimouſly cho- 
{en him to be their King, and deſired him to take upon 
him the Care and Government ofthe Realm. The Dole, 
who was alſo upon his Knees, when the Archbiſhop ſaid 
this to him, roſe up and replied, That ſince the King 
dom was devolved upon him by @ ſpecial Diſpenſation of 
diving Providence, he durſt not refuſe it. After this, 
the Archbiſhop read to him the Duties of a King, and 
baving'f ned the King with the Sign of the Crols, the 
ifled the Archbiſhop ; and the Conſtable taking the 
. Ring with which the Kings were wedded to the Realm, 
ſhewed it to the whole : y, and then put it = 
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the King's Finger, and the King kiſs'd the Conſtable, 23 Ri. 11. 

te of Then the King was led to the Royal Seat by the Arch- WWW 

and biſhops, who made his Prayers immediately before it, 

rof. and then turned to the Aſſembly, and gave Thanks to 

Cu- the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and all the States of 

r the the Realm; aſſuring them he would not, by Way of 
Conqueſt, diſinherit or deprive any Man of his Rights 

Las- or Franchiſes, which he now -enjoyeth, or hath had by 

ealm the Cuſtom and good Law of the Realm, certain evil 

urte- Members only excepted. Then a general Silence being 

dend · kept for a ſmall Time, the whole Houſe gave Thanks 

Son to God, for his Gift of ſo good a King to the Nation. 

” the Then the Archbiſhop roſe up, and in a Sermon-like 

y bis Speech from theſe Words, 1 Kings ix. 17. A Man fball 

noble rule over my $4, * he ſet forth the Happineſs of the 


cover Nation, in the Perſon they had choſen ; that he was 
for not, as the former King, a Child in Underſtanding, 
Jiſtri- tho! not in Years, under whoſe Government the 


lace, ſuffer d ſo many Miſeries, but a Man of perf 
Reaſon, and vaſt Experience and Judgment ; under 
ſes of whoſe auſpicious Government, they had Aſſurance 
King? of a full and free Profeſſion of Religion, a due Admi- 
rk for niſtration of Juſtice, a laſting Peace and Plenty, con- 
r they cluding with a ſhort Prayer, © That he might long proſ- 
? and F u reign over the Kingdom, to the Glory of 
God, and the Proſperity of the Nation.“ To which 
fuſed, the whole Aſſembly with a joyful Acclamation, ſaid, 
them, Amen, Amen. | | | 
er for King Henry, as ſoon as the Parliament roſe, went to 
{4 ne WM #biteball, and made a great Feaſt for all the Mem- 
en the bers, at which he demean'd himſelf with much kind 
m, and and obligin Carriage, without the majeſtick Reſerved- 
y cho- Wl * nels, or Diſtance of a King, to the well pleaſing of all 
e upon his Subjects then preſent. In the Afternoon, he was 
Duke, proclaimed King of Eugland, and France, and Lord of 
op ſaid i Heland; and a Proclamation was iſſued out for the 
ing: Continuance of all Officers, and Juſtices in their Pla- 


r this . Thus was King Richard depos'd from his royal 
g and WM "Dignity, and Hewry Duke of Laxcafter ſettled on the 
i, the MW Throne, when he had reigned twenty. two Vears, two 
ingthe WM Months, and eight Days. The Manner and Form of 
Realm, bis Depoſttion, was ſigniied to him the next Day b 
t it on "Juſtice Thirnisg, who at the ſame Time, ſurrend 
te back all Homage and Fealty due unto him. King 
* Aa 4 Richara 
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+: 1399- Krithord ſeem'd to be very eaſy, telling Sir Jill; 
AA WV That he look'd not after ſuch oy ; but after al 

 hop'd, tbat bis Copfin would be his good Lord and 


Trend. 
Rich: Richard II. was a Prince, who as to his Perſon, was 
2 Ce the moſt, handſom and amiable that ever had reigned 
— ſinee the Conqueſt; there appear'd in him many good 
Inclinations, which might have grown to perfect Vit- 
tues, if they had not been blaſted in his Youth. by cox. 
rupt Flatterers, who taught him Luxury, Vitiouſneſ 
and the Defire of Power. .He was rather profuſe than 
liberal in his Gifts and Expences, guilty ot many Brea. 
ches of Faith, and of a revengeful Spirit, which loſt 
him all the Eſteem the Nation had for him: He obtain- 
ed a more abſolute Power, than any of his Predecef: 
ſors; but theſe were but ſo many Steps to his Ruin, at 
which he arriv'd when he was in the very Strength and 
| Mo au of his Age, being not above thirty three Years 
— . 


Wee 
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HE NRY, firnam'd of Bullingbrack,, a Town of 
— — += Lincoluſbire, the Place of his Birth, was the el- 
b and Sc. deſt Son of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, fourth 
. Fon af King Edward the 111. and was himſelf Bube of 
| Lancaſter after his Father's Death, as he was before 
1 Duke of Hereford. He came to the Crown at about 
| thirty three Years of Age; the Crown did: not belong 
| | to him in a lineal Succeſſion after r II. be- 
1 cauſe ſome of the Poſtetity of Lionel Duke of Clarence, 
(the elder Brother of his Father the Duke of Lancaſter) 
by his Daughter TN were yet ſurviving ; for 4y- 
mund Mortimer Earl of March, to whom ſhe was mar- 
ried, left a Son, Reger Mortimer, wha had been de- 
clar'd next Heir to the Crown, by the Parliament in 
the Time of King Richard II. and dying, left Edmund 
Mortimer, the Heir to his Honour and Eſtate, Fan 
_ | ever 
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ſeveral other Children. Edmund Mortimer was not 1 Hen. Iv. 
inſenſible of the Right he had to the Crown, but thought 
* in vain, While the People were ſo paſſionately af- 
ſected to the Duke of Lancaſter, to oppoſe the Cur- 
rent of Favour and Power, by putting in his Claim, 
and therefore betook himſelf to Retirement at his Man- 
nor of Wigmore in Hertfordſhire ; but it grated upon his 
Mind, to hear him call himſelf Heir of the Crown of 
England, and therefore ſaid to his Friends, that he was 
heres malus, ſuch an Heir as a Pyrate is to a Merchant's 
Goods. On the other Hand, the Duke of Lancaſter 
being ſenſible of the great Opinioh the People had ofhis 
Merit, in reſcuing the Nation from the Tyranny of 
Favourites, and the Oppreſſion of bad Governor 
and being therefore contident of their Favour, an 
conſidering the Obſcurity of Eamund Mortimer, ven- 
tur'd upon the Crown. | | 

King Henry, r Management mentioned before in 
the Life of King Richard, having gotten into Poſſeſſion of 
the Crown, the firſt Step he took was to ſummon a Parli- 
nent. And whereas a Parliament had been call'dby King 
Richard, he immediately call'd one in his own Name, The Arche 
which however conſiſted of the ſame Mem that gpeec A 
King Richard had ſummoned. This Parliament met the Parlia- 
on the 6 of Ockober, in which King Heury being ſcat- went 
ed on a Royal Throne in Weſtminſter Hall, Arundel 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, made an Oration, declarin 
the Cauſe of their coming together; then he proceed 
to ſhew, that the Kingdom of Englana, the moſt ho- 
zourable and abounding with Riches, had been long 
xy" by Children, and the Counſels of young Per- 
ons, ſo that it was reduc'd to a State of Deſolation 
tighly to be lamented; but the Goodneſs of God had 
ſent aknowing and diſcreet Man for its Governor, who 
would by the Aſſiſtance of Heaven be rul'd by the An; 
tients and Sages of his Kingdom. Then he largely inſiſted 
upon the Excellencies of the Exgliſß Empire, that no 
Kingdom in the World could ſupport itſelf, without 
the Aſſiſtance of others, ſo compleatly as this. And 
then ſhew'd that in the Government of every Kin 
dom, three Things were in a ſpecial Manner requir'd, 
Juſtice, Obſervation of Laws, andLiberty,which Things 
it was the King's Will, by the Help of God to ſee 
pertorm'd, - He farther declar'd, that it was the 1 
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* 13% Will chat the: Church ſhould enjoy all her Liberties, of E 
at the Laws'/ſhould be ſtrictly obſerv'd, and that both 
the Nobility and Commonalty ſhould enjoy their Li. the C 
berties and Franchiſes, according to the Grants made his a 
by his Predeceſſors: And that he was reſolv'd to do Tt 
equal Juſtice to all Parties, by the Grace and Help of ment 
God. After this the Parliament was proroge'd till the 
14 of October the Day after his Coronation. j 
He ſupplied all Offices of the Court, which were 
vacant, with ſuch Perſons as were moſt faithful and deſer- 
| ving, vix. he made the Earl of Northamberland, high 
Conſtable, the Earl of Weſtmorland, Earl Marſhal; 
Sir Jobn Norbury Lord Treaſurer, Sir Jobn | Shirly 
| Chancellor, and Sir Richard Clifford Keeper of the 
Privy Seal, and confirm'd the other Officers of State, 
who were to afliſt at his Coronation. On St. Edward's 
Eve, the King lodg'd in the Tower of London, and 
there made his three Sons, and other- Sons of the 
Nobility, to the Number of forty ſix, Knights of of C 
the Bath. The next Day in the Morning being the 130 del 
of Ockeber, he rode through the City to Weſtminſter, Poy 


attended by the Mayor and Aldermen, and chief Citi- ſons 
zens of London, in rich Liveries, and with a coſtiy E- the 
quipage, where he was - conſecrated, anointed, and they 
crown'd by Thomas Arundel Archbiſhop-of Canterbury. yoid 
He was anointed with an Oil, which was at that Perk 


Time thought to have a peculiar Virtue and Sanctit) wiſe 
_ init, having been given to Henry Duke of Lancaſter, elev 
his Grand-father by the Mother's ſide, by a religious tion 
Hermit, with this Prediction; That the King, who Ear! 
ſhonld be anointed with it, ſhould be endued uwith a Zeal the 
0 patroniſe and defend the Church, King Richard GO. 
found this Oil among his Father's Jewels and Trea- Blo 
| _ Tyres, with a Label, ſignifying the Uſe of it, and would coni 


1 | have been crown'd again, that he might be anointed by 
| with it; but the Archbiſhop, telling him it was unlaw- dem 
ful for him to be anointed twice, diverted him from ſtate 


| that Purpoſe. King Hexry by the Aſſiſtance of the lian 

=_ | Archbiſhop, having gotten this Oil from King Richard, mer 

when he was in Fut Caſtle, -was the firit-that was the 
anointed with it. x py Pry it . 8 

Kine B. King Heury at his Coronation, taking Notice that jet 

e Tide. his Claim-by Way ef hereditary Right was not juſti him 

fable, and that it was mention d by bis. Enemies bY it w 
Way of Ridicule, caus'd himſelf to be proclaim'd King 5 
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it was enacted, 
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of England, firſt by Conqueſt, and then by ſpeciat/TJe- i Hen. Iv. 


ignation by King Richard, who at his Reſiguation of 
the Crown, gave it to him, then'Duke'of Laxcaſter, as 
dis adepted Son: 1 0d nt me ne 


| r 

The Parliament being met, according to Appoint- Proceedings 
ment, the King ordered them in the firſt Place, to — 
inſpect into the Abuſes of the Government, in the 


Reign of King Richard, to regulate all Matters, that 
had been found to be prejudicial to the Intereſt of the 
Publick; to examine into the Caſe of the condemn'd 
Lords; and eſpecially to bring the Murtherers of the 
Duke of Gloceſter, to a condign Puniſhment. The 
Parliament readily obey'd the King's Orders, and ac- 
cordingly recited, and condemn'd the Tranſactions of 
the Parliament, in the twenty firſt of King Richard TI. 
in baniſhing the Duke of Hereford, without a reaſon- 
able Canſe ; in condemning the Archbiſhop without 
hearing his Defence; in barbarouſly juſtifying the Duke 
of Gloceſter's Murther; in denying the Earl of Arun- 
dl the Benefit of his Pardons, and putting the whole 
Power of the Parliament into the Hands of certain Per- 
ſons, to the Injury of the Nation; and all, and ſingular 
the Starues, and hrs nt = ye ſaid 5 —— 

y abrogated, repeal'd, and utterly made 
void all — and Power given to any 


Perfons, by any Act or Law of the ſame; they like- 


wiſe reviv*d the Statutes of the Parliament held in the 
eleventh of Richard II. by which the Power of the Na- 
tion was put into the Hands of the Duke of Gloceſter, 
Earls of Arundei and Harwick, and ſome” others, till 
the King ſhould'be of full Age, to take upon him the 
Government himſelf. By theſe Acts, the Attaint of 
Blood was taken off from the Lords, who either were 
condemn'd, or had ſuffered in the ſaid Parliament; and 
by another Act for that Purpoſe, the Heirs of the con- 
demn'd Lords were reſtor'd to their Honours and E- 
ſtates; and becauſe many Things had by the ſame Par- 
liament' been made Treaſon, which had not been for- 
merty ſo eſteem'd, and for no other Reaſon, but that 
the Crime of the Lords might be made more nototi- 
ous, and ſo much to the Prejudice of the King's Sub- 
jects in general, that fearce boy Man could behave 
himſelf cautiouſly enough to avoſd the Penalty of it; 
That for the future, nothing —_— 14 
Haar el e.ſteem' 


1 
0 — 
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1399. eſteem'd ox adjudg'd Treaſon, but what was ordained 
to be Treaſon by the 25 of Edward III. 
The Duke of The next Thing the Parliament entred upon was 
Gheefer's the Murther of the Duke of Gloceſter, concerning 
Murther ex- which Sir Jobn Baggot, who: was then a Priſoner in the 
| Tower, gave them a particular Information, *© That 
„it was by the Advice and Inſtigation of the Duke of 
« Aumerle, that the Lords were apprehended by. the 
« King; and that the Duke of Gloceſter was inhu- 
4 manly murthered at Calais; That the Duke of Nor. 
&« folk did keep, the Duke of Gloceſter alive three 
&« Weeks againſt the King's Will; but that for Fear of 
« the King's Diſpleaſure, both the ſaid Duke and 
« himſelf, with ſeveral of the King's and Lords Ser- 
« vants, went over to Calais and ſaw him put to 
“ Death.” The Duke of Azmerle denied this Charge, 
and offered to juſtify his Innocency by Combat: 
But Sir John Baggot not being at Liberty to accept 
the Challenge, the Lord F:rz-water, with twenty o- 
ther Lords, otfered to make it good by their Bodies, 
That he was the very Canuſe* of the Dake of Glo- 
ceſter's Death. The Duke of Surrey ſtood up againſt 
the Lord Fitz-water, and affirming, that what the 
Duke of Azmerle had done againſt the Duke of C- 
ceſter was by Conſtraint and Force, offered to vin- 
dicate him by Fight. Theſe Lords upon this flung 
down their Hoods as Pledges of their Intention, and 
— were delivered to the Conſtable and Marſhal to 
be kept. | 


Thoſe con The King having preſcribed the Parliament ſuch 
cernedinthe Meaſures as were moſt ſuitable for his preſent Condi 
= Duke of tion, they were content to inflict a more moderate Pu- 
Ghecefter pu- niſhment on the Inſtruments of this barbarous Fad, 
niſhed. than it deſerved, viz. That the Dukes of Aumerle, Sur- 
rey, and Exeter, the Marquiſs of Dorſet, and Earl of 
Gheeſter, who had been the Accuſers of the Duke of 
Gloreſter, and the other Lords, ſnould be reduced to 

the ſame State they were in before the Arreſt of the 

ſaid Duke and Lords, loſing not only their preſent 

Titles of Honour of Duke, Marquiſs and Earl, but 

alſo all thoſe: Caſtles, Lordſhips, Manors, or other 
Poſſeſſions, which had been given them fince the laſt 
Parliament, and belonged to any of the Perſons whom 

they had impeached, or were held by Gift from the 

King; and that they ſhould forthwith bring the * 

; | ters, 
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ters, and Deeds, of the ſaid Lands, Caſtles, or Ma- 1 Hen. iv. 
nors, into the Chancery to be cancelled ; and that it. 
hould be utterly unlawful for any of the ſaid Lords, 

o give Liveries to any Retainers, or, keep any Perſons 
bout them but neceſſary Servants; and that it ſhould 
de high Treaſon in any of them, to enable, or any 
Ways affiſt King Richard, to recover his Crown, and 
liſturb King Heury in the Poſſeſſion of it. = 

Tho' the King and Parliament were ſatisfied with The People 
he Infliction of theſe Puniſhments, yet the common denen 
People were not ſo contented, but murmured againſt Lords were 
the King, Archbiſhop, and Earl of  Northamberlang, not put to 
and others, that they were not put to Death as well as 
the immediate Actors had been, as Fobu Hall, who con- 
ſeſſed himſelf to be one, was in the Time of this Seſ- 
fon of Parliament hanged, and quartered, and his 
Head ſent to Calais to be ſet upon the Caſtle : But the 
King's Authority being pleaded in Juſtification of this, 

Adion, a more moderate Puniſhment was thought, 
more proper at this Juncture; but that no ſuch Pre- 

tences might be uſed for the future, a Law, was made 
enaRting, That it ſhould be no Excuſe hereafter for 

any Perſons doing an unlawful Action, to alledge, that 

he was forced and conſtrained by the Putz and then 
general Pardon was granted to all Perſons but the 
Muttherers'of the Duke of Gloceſter. 

The Parliament having thus proceeded, as to the proceedings 
Things done in King Rrchard's Reign, went next tO againſt 8 
the Conſideration of what ſhould be done about his 
Perſon; and upon the making of a Motion, how he 
ſhould be Kiſpoſed of, ſo that he might not be a Trou- 
bleto the King and Nation for the future, there were 
hot and long Debates, in the Houſe of Lords, con: 
cerning it, and among. others, Jabn Merke aber of 
Carliſie, having always difliked the former Proceedings 
in depoſing King Richard, and ſetting the Duke of 
Lancaſter on the Throne, made a long Speech againlt 
doth ; in many Things vindicating King Richard, and 
charging King Henry. ; oer y 
This Speech gave a general Diſguſt, and the BiſhopThe Biſhop 
vimſelf was ſent Priſoner to the Abbey of St. Albans, of ce 


nd the. Houſe enadted, That King Richard having 1 


deen lawfully depoſed from his royal Digit _ 
' his Miſgovernment, was by the Clemency of King 
Henry granted his Life ; yet for the Security of the 


1 King- 
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1392: Kingdom ſnould be kept in cloſe Impriſonment ſo 


“ long as he lived, being allowed à princely Atten- 
“dance and Maintenance: But if — Perſon hou 
<< attempt his Deliverance, Ki eee himſelf ſhould 
de the firſt: Man that ſhould be put to Death for it. 


Ting Hemys King 2 having both Lords and Commons ſo 
on his 


M ge to zealoutly 


the Co 
cation. 


The Farlia- 


Side, thought it TP * to ſecure the 
Clergy. to his Intereſt, and to that End, (during this 
Seſſion of Parliament, the Archbiſhop having convok- 
ed a Synod in St. Paul's Church) he ſent the Earls of 
Northumberland and Weſtmorland, who declared to the 
| Clergy, that they were not ſent to them to re 
any Money of them, but to acquaint them with his Ma- 
ty's Reſolution, to confirm all their Privileges nud 
mmunities, and to join with them as they ſhould de. 
fire him, in the Puniſhment of all Hereticks, and Op- 
poſers of the eſtabliſhed Religion: For all which, be 
only craved their Supplications to God, for the Safety 
of him and his Poſterity, and the Proſperity of the 
Kingdom; which all theſe pteſently, ſolemnly, au 
religioufly promiſed. en . 
The Houſes having thus ſecured the King and Na. 


. ment pro, tion againſt King Richard, and the bad Effects of his 


vide for 


King's — Government, proceeded to provide as effectually x 


rity. 


could for the future Safety, Greatneſs, and Con- 
—— of King Henry, uu Pferde and Children; 
and for that End made ſeveral Statutes, ur. That 
no Perſon; who had been aſſiſting to mo Henry, 
&« either in ſubduing King Richard and his Adherents, 
« or in raifing King Heury to the royal Dignity, ſhould 
4 he hereafter impeached fot Rebellion and 'T reaſon.” 
And whereas King Richard had procured a Bull of the 
Pope for the more certain Obſervation of ſome 80. 
tutes made by him and his Parliament, as tho? there 
were not ſufficient Power in them to enforce Obe 
dience without the Pope's Concurrence: This ws 
look'd upon by the Parliament, as a Derogation to tee 


D of England, and accordingly they ena. 
= N : England; and 


„ ©* That the Crown of the Realm of 
the Jurisdiction belonging to the ſame,” as' alſo the 
«, whole Realm is ſtill, and at all Times lately paſs, 
«hath been at ſuch Liberty, and enjoyed ſuch an it. 
« dependent and abſolute Pretogative, that neither ile 
« Pope, nor any other Prince, or Potentate, who 
cout of the Kingdom, ought, or may intrude himſel, 


* of 
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s or intermeddle with the Rule and Government of 
the ſame; and ſo ſecured the full Power of the 
regal Dignity to King Heury: And that not only he 
himſelf, but his Poſtetity after him, might enjoy it, an 
Ad of Settlement was made to intail the Crown up- 
on King Henry, and the Heirs of his Body lawfully 

otten, vi2, © That from and after the ſe of 
King Henry, his eldeſt Son Henry, lately created by 
« his Father, Prince of Hales, Duke of Coruwal, and 
Earl of Cheſter, ſhould ſucceed him in the Crown 
«.and Government of the Nation, and his Heirs after 
him: But for want of ſuch Heirs it ſhould deſcend 
« and come unto his three younger Brothers, Thomas, 
John and Humphrey, in Order, in caſe the Heirs of 
any, or all of them did not ſurvive them. 

King He 
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attending this Parliament for his Eſta- King Hewry 


blihment, did not much regard how other Affairs went; compoſe: 


till that was ſettled, knowing, that if the Parliament a. 


e Diſor- 
ers of the 


ſtood by him, all other Oppoſitions would be eaſily Nation. 


overcome, tho? he found the Exgliſſ Dominions, both 
u home and abroad, in much Diſorder ; for the Scozs 
knowing, that while the Parliament was fitting, thoſe 
Lords, who were the Guardians of the Northern 


parts could not be abſent from it, in this Juncture, in- 


vaded thoſe Countries ; and the Inhabitants of them be- 
ing ſo ſorely afflicted with the Peſtilence, that few 

en of Eſtates or Intereſt were left in them, there- 
by they had an Opportunity of doing much ' Miſchief, 
and having taken the . Caſtle of Wark in Northamber- 
land, they demoliſhed it. | 
The Peop 


cenſed at the Exgifh, for their Severity againſt his Son 
in Law, King Richard; and therefore was not a little 
pleaſed to ſee the Aquitarians ſo much diſturbed at 
the Change in Exgland; and endeavouring to make 
their Diſcontents turn to his Advantage, ſent the Duke 
of Bourbon to ſolicit them to revolt, which they had 
teen induced to do, had they not been over-perſuaded 
by Sir Robert Knolles, the Engliſh Governour there, and 
ſome other Men of Note, who told them, that it was 
Madneſs to yield their Necks to the Ar Bur- 
then of French Tyranny, out of mere Fears and Jea- 
loufies of a bad Conſequence of the Revolution 


Eng 


le of Aqzitain were much diſcontented, King Hemy 
md ready to deſert the Exgliſp, who had rebelled — 


res his 
ereſt a- 


ninſt King Richard; the King of France was much in“ broad. 
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1399- England. King Henry, who was a: crafty and watch. 
AR Prince, = Sig 2-5 4; of all theſe Inconve- 
niencies, and with a wonderful Dexterity, applied ſuch 
ſuitable Remedies, to them all, as ſoon dilpelled the 
angers Which threatned him on all Sides. His own 
ubjects he won by Kindneſs, taking the Dukes of Au. 
merle and Exeter into particular Favour, and ſpecial 
Truſt about, his Perſon. The Scozs he contemned, be- 
cauſe they appeared to be rather Robbers than Enemies, 
The neighbouring Princes he endeavoured to ſatisfy by 
ſending; Ambaſſadors to them, fully inſtructed with all 
Arguments that would either juſtify, or render his aſ- 
ſuming the royal Dignity plaulible; and had ſuch Suc- 
ceſs with all the Princes, who were unconcerned, 
that they ſeem'd to approve what he had done : But 
the King of France, being inſtigated to it by. many of 
his Nobles, and principally by the Earl of St Paul, who 
had married King Richard's half Siſter, reſolved to 
make War upon England, to reſtore his Son in Law, s ing 
King Richard. King Henry. appeaſed the People of lnteret 
Gayenue and Aquitam, by ſending over to them the I tainly 
Earl of Warwick, a Perſon faithful to his Intereſt, with bis 
a Body of Men; who behaved himſelf ſo prudentlyto- Misch 
wards the wavering People, perſuading the better Sort. Wl the N. 
by good Arguments and fair Promiſes to continue ia Ml fected 
Subjection, and terrifying the meaner Sort with Threats naltery 
and Arms, that in a ſhort Time he brought thoſe Pro- by Pat 
vinces to ſwear, Fealty to the King, and yield as wil- 
ling Obedience to him, as to any of the former Kings 
of England; and to ſecure their Allegiance, he plant- 
ed ſome Gariſons among them. King Richard, who 
had been committed Priſoner to the Tower of Low 
don, during this Seſſion of Parliament, was temoved 
to his Callie of Leeds in Kent, and a While after to 
Pontefradt Caltle in Yorkforre. | 
Tbings being thus ſettled, the King kept his Chrift- 
mas at Windſor, with Feaſting and Sports, after the u- 
ſual Manner, thinking himſelf ſecure from all Dangers 
within his own.Dominions ; and having Time enough 
to prepare againſt his only open Enemy, the King of 
France. But this ſudden Settlement of Affairs, after ſo 
great a Change, proved to be weak : For tho” the Na- 
tion in general did like and approve of King Henry, yet 
there were Malecontents, who. either out of à Prin- 
ciple of Loyalty, or Pity. to King Richard, 2 
f ' 1 - 
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Diſcontent for their own Sufferings and Loſſes, wete 1 Hen. Iv. 
induſtriouſly bent upon overthrowing King Heury's 
Government. 13 , dy "TPO 

The firſt Attempt againſt King Henry was begun 2, OE 
while he was giving up himſelf to the Divertiſements ther King 
of Chriſtmas ; and it was contriv'd to be manag'd in a Hwy, and 
Sport uſual at that Time, call'd Mamming or Buſting, — 
in the Manner following. The Abbot of Weſtminſter, the Occation 
who being a much better Politician than Divine, had of it. 
won that Account been in great Favour with King 
Kichard, was upon his Maſter's being depos'd much 
troubled for the Loſs of the Grandeur and Honors 
that he had enjoyed under him; and being alſo in great 
Fears of loſing what he ſtill enjoyed; becauſe he had 
often heard King Henry ſay, when he was a Subject, bat 
the Revenues of the Church were too great, and the 
Eftates of the Noblemen in —_— too little; he thence 
drew this Concluſion, that he being how King, in Ordet 
o ingratiate himſelf with the Laity, and to ſtrengthen his 
Intereſt with the great Men of the Nation, would cer- 
tainly take away the Revenues of the Abbies, to enrich 
dis Nobles. The Abbot therefore, to prevent this 
Miſchief to the Church and himſelf, invited ſeveral of 
the Nobility and Genrry, whom he knew to be diſaf- 
ſeed to the preſent Goverriment to a Feaſt in his Mo- 
naſtery,” viz: the Lords who had lately been degraded | 
by Parliament, the Earl of Ratland, the late Duke of | 
merle; the Earls of Huntington alld Kent, the Dukes þ 
oft Exeter and Surrey, the Earl of Salisbury, Hugh 
Lord Spencer late Earl of a the Biſhop of Car. 
lie, Sir Thomas Blunt, Sir Bennet Celey, Sir Ralph 
Lumley, Sir Bennet Brochas and one Magdalen a Prieſt, 
one of King Richard's Chaplains; and after Dinner, 
withdrawing with them into x Chamber, he propound- 
ed to them the Reſtitution of King Richard. The Earl 
of Holland, who was half Brother to =_ Richard, 
whoſe Mind was full of Revenge againit King Henry 
for his late Diſgrace; as well as defitous to reſtore 
King Richard, -readily embraced. the Propoſal, telling 
the Company very preflingly, tbar they were in Couſci- 
ence obliged *30- endeavour to ſet their lawful King en his 
Throne again, : and N N the ſurper, tb with the 
Loſs of their Lives 3's they had no Reaſon to think it 


— 


n unlatufu Fact, ſince the Laws and Dulles of all 
crion, butt” 
res 


, Nations; did nos barely permit this 
Vat. I. B b 
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1400. rewarded and honoured the Actors, as the greateſt Bene. 
SY Vfadors to a Commonwealth , and heprevailed upon them 
ſo far, that they all promiſed their utmoſt Aſſiſtance to 
_ deſtroy and murther King Heury, and entred into a ſext;. 
artite Indenture, to bind themſelves each to other to he 
aithful and diligent, ſwearing to keep their Delign ſe. 

cCWret, and attend carefully upon the Execution of it. 
The Diſco- The Manner of bringing about what they had con- 
very ot triy'd, was this: The Earls of Huntington and Halli 
bury appointed to celebrate ſolemn Juſts with twenty 
Men on a Side at Oxford, under a Pretence. of divert- 
ing the King; and the Earl of Huntington went to him, 
to deſire his Preſence, and,that he would be Judge if 
any Controverſy ſhould ariſe in their Exerciſe; the King 
ſuſpecting no ill Deſign, promiſed that he would be 
there at the Time appointed, and the Earls made ſuch 
Preparations as if they had been in Earneſt; having be- 
fore reſolved that when the King was intent upon the 
Sport, a Party of Men, who were to be placed conve- 
niently for the Deſign, ſhould fall upon him and kill 
him. The Plot was carried on ſmoothly and unſuſ- 
pectedly, till the Time drew near, and the Lords ha- 
ving gotten all IJ hings in Readineſs, were preparing to 
ſet out for Oxford. The Earl of Rus land, the late Duke 
of Aumerle, being on his Way to Oxford, left his di- 
rect Way to make a Viſit to his Father the Duke of 
York. The Earl had brought with him the Counter-Part 
of the Indenture, in which he was bound to the other 
Conſpirators; and having put it into his Boſom, it was 
eſpied by his Father, as they ſat at Table, who imme- 
diately asked him, what Writing it was, and what was 
the Purport of it? The Earl being conſcious to himſelf, 
and knowing how unwelcome ſuch an Enterpriſe 
would be to his Father, told him in a very ſubmiſſive 
Manner, zhat it was nothing that concern'd him, and 
bumbly beg d that he might be excus'd. But the Duke ta- 
king Notice of his Son's Surpriſe and Backwarduels 


to ſhew him the Writing, was the more eager to know | 


the Contents of it, and ſwearing by St. George, that he 
would ſee it, flew upon his Son, and took it from him 
by Force. The Duke having read it, fell into a great 
Paſſion with his Son, charging him not only with 
Treaſon againſt the King, but the moſt ungrateful Fer: 
fidy to himſelf, who in being bound for his Allegiance 
in the laſt Parliament, was involved in the 3 
5 k ru 
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ludtion with him, telling him, that ſince he had ſo lit- 1 Hen. IV. 
tle Regard to the Safety 5 a Father, that had been ſo 
under of his Preſervation, as to lay his Life as a Pleage 
fir it, be world take Care to ſecure his own Life, tho 
with the Hazard of his; and immediately ordered his 
Horſes to be ſaddled to go to WYindſor, and diſcover the 
whole Matter to the King. | 1 

The Earl of Rutland being terrified with his preſent The Conſpi- 
Danger, and having his Father for his Accuſer, was _ 
in great Perplexity what to do; and ſeeing nothing but of Rutland, 
maroidable Ruin would attend the Proſecution of their 
Defign, reſolv'd to become the firſt Betrayer of the 
Plot himſelf, and therefore taking Horſe as ſoon as his 
Father was gone, rode another Way, and got to Wind- 
fr before his Father. The Earl being come to the 
Calle, ſaying he had earneſt Buſineſs with the King, 
ws admitted in, and having caus'd the Gates to be 
bock d, he took the Keys with him. Being come into 
de King's Preſence, he kneel'd down, and with a de- 
jected Countenance and trembling Voice beg'd his Ma- 
s Mercy and Pardon. The King admiring at his 
Petition, ask'd him, for what Offence? Upon which he 

re him a full Account of the Conſpiracy and Con- 
3 with the Manner it was deſign'd to be put in 

recution. The King entertain'd the Diſcovery, kind- 
ly, and told the Earl, chat if his Relation were true, he 
would pardon him, but if he ſought to impoſe upon him, 
i ſhould be at his own Peril, Theſe Things were hard- 
lj paſs'd between the King and Earl, before the Duke 
of Tork came, who gave a ſufficient Confirmation of 
the Truth of the intended Treaſon and Plot againſt his 
Life, by delivering the Indenture to the On, The 
King having made ſome Reflections upon the Baſeneſs 
and Ingratitude of his Enemies, whom he had ſpared, 
contrary to the Deſire of the People; he began to con- - 
ſult for his. own Safety, and for that End wrote Letters 
to the Earls of Northumberland and Weſtmoreland to 
riſe what Forces they could with all Speed, and come 
to him to Londan, hither, leſt his Enemies ſhould ſur- 
priſe him at Vindſor, he polted with all Speed; and 
having acquainted the Mayor with his Danger, he pro- 
ded a Force in the City for his Defence, reſolving to 
abide there, till he ſaw what Courſe his Enemies would 


take again(t him. 
Bba In 
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' The Lords 
carried on 
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In the mean Time the Lords and other Confpirators 
were arriv'd at Oxford, where they waited the Com- 
ing of the Earl of Rutland; but hearing nothing of hi 


the Rebelli- or the King's Coming, they readily gueſs'd the p. 
on after Diſ- yas betray'd ; and conſiderin that — having been 0 


covery. 


att his Badge from her Servants, who were conſſrain d 


lately pardoned, could not hope for Mercy agzin 
which they had abuſed ſo groſly, therefore came to 2 
Reſolution to attempt to effect that by open Arms 
which they had deſign'd to do more privately : And that 
they might make their Party as great as poſſible, they 
clothed Magdalen the Prieſt, who had been one of King 
R:chard's Chaplains, and did much reſemble his Maſter 
in Perſon, in royal Robes, and gave it out, that King 
Richard had made his Eſcape from Pontfract Caltle 
and was come among-them to recover his Right. And 
knowing that the King of France would be glad of an 
Opportunity of reſtoring his Son- in- law King Richard 
they ſent to him for his Aſſiſtance, which tho” they 
could not have preſently, yet it might be of Advantage 
to them in the Spring of the Year. In the mean Time 
they ſent out their Emiſſaries to what Aſſiſtance 
they could to reſtore King Rrchard; and the People ge- 
nerally pitying the hard Fate of the Captive King, were 
ſo wrought upon by their Inſinuations, that in a few 
Days they had gotten together an Army of 40000 Men 
well arm'd; and in the firſt Place they march'd u- 
wards Hindſor, to ſurpriſe King Henry, hoping if they 
could effect that, to bring Matters to a ſpeedy Conclu- 
ſion; but the King had 3 thence to London the 
Night before, and ſo that Project miſcarried. Meeting 
with this Diſappointment, ſome adviſed to march to 
London, and fall upon the King, while the City was un- 
reſolved what to do, and unready to make Reſiſtance; 
but the moſt Part, who were more timorous and ca- 
tious, thought it was beſt to ſet King Richard at Liber. 
2 firſt; for if it were diſcover'd that he was (till in 

riſon, all their Plot would be unravell'd. This Ad- 
vice they follow'd, and marching back to Colebrot, 
went to Sunnings near Reading, where Queen Iſabels 
Palace was, and told her that King Richard was eſci. 


ped from his Impriſonment in Pontfract Caſtle, and 


was at the Head of an Army of an hundred thouſand 
Men. The Queen was ſo overjoy'd at this News, that 
ſhe immediately defac'd King Hs Arms, and pull d 
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rators do wear it, and then went along with the Lords tor Hen. Iv. 


Com- meet King Richard; exhorting the People as ſhe paſs'd 

of his WM dong, to take Arms, and vindicate their injur'd King, 

Plot WM who was, is, and ſhould be their lawful Sovereign. 

een ſo When they were come to Cirenceſter, they encamp- 

again, ed their Army in the Fields ; but the Lords took up 

to 2 their Quarters in the Town, the Earl of Kent, the 

Arms, lte Duke of Surrey, and the Earl of Salisbury in 

id that one Inn; and the Earl of Huntington late Duke of 

, they Exeter, and the Lord Spencer late Duke of Gloceſter, 

f King WW in another. The Bailiff of Cirenceſter being a faſt, Rebels 


Viaſter Friend to King Heury, obſerving the ill Conduct of routed at ci- 
t King WW that rebellious Rout, and conſidering that if the Heads renc/er. 


Caſtle, of the Faction could be fecur'd, the Multitude would 


of an WW ther about eighty Archers, and ſuch other Arms as the | 
chard, Time would permit, beſet the Inns which were weak | 

” they WW and without Guards, ſaving a ſinall Attendance of Ser- | 

antage Wl vants; and tho? the Duke of Exeter and Earl of Sal:s- 

Time WW bury, with their Servants, made as good a Defence as | 
(tance WW the Place and their Company would permit, yet they | 

ple ge. mere all taken and carried Priſoners to the Abbey, ex- | 
Were cept the Duke of Exeter and Sir Jobn Shelley. The | 
a fen Lords Servants and' Retainers us'd all Means poflible 

oMen to further their Maſters Eſcape, ſetting the Town on | 

'd w. Fire in ſeveral Places, hoping that they might make their 

if they WW Eſcape while the Townſmen were buſy in ſaving their 

onclu- Wl Houſes and Goods: Others fled to the Army to bring 

ou the Wl them to reſcue their Captains and Leaders; but all 

lecting WW prov'd in vain: For the Townſmen were ſo enrag'd 

rch to a their ſetting their Houſes on Fire, that they neglected 

'a5 un. them, and bringing forth the Lords, whom they thought 

ſtance; to be the Authors of this miſchievous Action, they 

d c. headed the Duke of Surrey and Earl of Salisbury in the 

Liber. Market-Place. And the Army ſeeing the Fires in the 

ſtil! 11 Town, and thinking that King Heury, who was in Per- 

ws A. uit of them, with a good Army, had entred the Town, 

teren, they fled every Man to ſave himſelf. 

Iſabel ing Henry, who was marching down with his Ar- 

s eſct- WY my, with Intention to ſtop the Progreſs of the Rebels; the Redels 

e, ud being come to Oxford, receiv'd the News of the Ser- executed. 

ould WY vice the Men of Cirenceſter had done him, and that the 

vs, thit Rebels were diſperſed; and that Sir Benner Shelley, Sir 

pull Bernard Brochas, Sir Thomas Blunt, and twenty eight 


ſoon diſſolve of themſelves, he therefore getting toge- 


Lords, Knights, and Gentlemen more, who were the 
Chief Leaders of the 1 were brought thither under 


b 3 a ſt rong 
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e. a ſtrong Guard, to be diſpos'd of at his Pleaſure: Hy 
LWYMWV cauſed them to be executed immediately at Oxford. Se. 


veral others of the Lords, and' thoſe who were chiefin 
the Revolt, were fled, as the Duke of Exeter, and Sj 
John Shelley, who making their Eſcape into Eſex, a. 
tempted ſeveral Times to get over into France, but be. 
ing driven back by contrary Winds, were at laſt appre- 
hended at Prittlewell, and being carried to Pleſhy, were 
executed in the very Place where the Duke had before 
arrelted the Duke of Gloceſter. The Earl of Gloceſtr 
fled towards Males, but was taken and beheaded at E. 
ſtol. Magdalen the Prieſt, the counterfeit Richard, with 
one Fereby, another of King Richard's Chaplains, were 
ſeiz/d.in their Flight to Scotland, and ſent up to Loni, 
where they were hang' d and quarter'd. The Heads and 
Quarters of many of the Conſpirators - were ſet upon 
London-Bridge, and were likewiſe ſent into other Pur 
of the Nation to be ſet up for a Terror againſt ſuch 
Attempts' for the future; which, tho” it was a juſt Pr. 
niſhment,. yet it was thought by many to ſavour too 
much of Cruelty, and they ſpared not to ſay, hat ini 
ſhort Time they ſpould wiſh they = had King Richard 
for their Governor; the Faults which proceeded from hi 
. — 1 and Mildneſs being more tolerable than the 
Cruelty of their new King. The Abbot of Weſtmin- 
fer, who had been the Author of this Rebellion, fed 
from his Monaſtery, and took the Diſappointment ſo to 
Heart, that he fell ſuddenly into an Apoplexy of which 
he died ſhortly after. And the Biſhop of Carliſle who 
had been condemn'd for his Rebellion, prevented his 
Execution by dying of Grief and Trouble in Priſon. 
Altho' moſt of King Kichard's beſt Friends were 


ord murcher. thus taken off by this firſt Attempt, yet ſo long as the 


Cauſe remain'd, King Richard being alive, King Hen 
thought he could never promiſe himſelf any Security, 
but that upon every flight Diſcontent, the Malecontents 
would make Uſe of the plauſible Pretence of reſtoring 
King Richard, to revenge themſelves and difturb his 
Quiet, (for notwithſtanding the Rebellion was now ſup- 
preſs'd, yet the Body of the Rebels ſtill remain'd, want 
ing only Heads to lead them;) and that as Tong as King 
Richard was alive, whoſe Right was confirm'd by twel: 
ty two Years Poſſeſſion, he ſhould be look'd upon but 35 
an Uſurper : Theſe Arguments grounded upon ſtrong 
Fears and Preſumprions made him firſt think Richard's 
Death neceſſary, and after wards put him upon 9 
| ti 
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ions to deſtroy him. Hiſtorians differ very much in ! Hen. IV. 
he Manner of King Kichard's Death; tho* moſt of WY 
them agree, it was by King Henry's Means. Some ſay 


* He 
d. Se. 


chief 

* King Richard voluntarily ſtarv'd himſelf to Death, for 
ſex, at. Diſcontent at the ill Succels of the late Rebellion ; but 
but be. mis ſeems very improbable. Others who impute King 
 appre- Richard's Death to King Henry's Order or Encourage- 
y, were nent, do nevertheleſs ditfer in the Method of doing it. 
before Some write, that he was by King Henry's Order kept fif- 
loceſler teen Days together without Food, and ſo with the Help of 
at Eu. e Cold was ſtarv'd to Death. Others relate, that he 
1, with vs daily ſerv'd with Plenty of Diſhes fit for a King's 
„ were Table, as had been ordered by Parliament, but was not 
ond permitted to taſte of any of them, and ſo died with 
ads Hanger. Bur the molt follow the Relation of an, 
pon Author of thoſe Times, who ſeems to have had very 


pod Intelligence of the Manner of his Death, Who 


r rarts a : 
thus relates it; That King Henry one, Day ſitting at 


ſt ſuch a 
ut Pu. Table very fad and melancholy, burſt out into theſe 
ur too Erpreſſions, How miſerable is my Condition, who live in, 
at amin Fears and Dangers = but one Cauſe, and 
chard yet have no Man ſo much my Friend as to free me from 
n en! Sir Pierce de Exton being preſent, and hearii 

an th, WY cle Words, eaſily gueſs'd what the King meant; and 
eftmin- thinking that it would be acceptable to the King, to 
u, fed I undertake to execute his Deſire without an expreſs 
too Command from him, immediately went accompanied 


which WY vith eight Ruffians to Poutfract Caſtle to execute his 
„ who AY boody Deſign. When he was arrived there, he pre- 
ed his WY katiy ordered the Gentleman who was King Kichard's 
wy Taiter to negle& his Service, and let him eat what he 
wer less d, becauſe he ſhould not eat long. When his 
ac the WY Dinner was ſerv'd in, the Taſter omitted his Duty; 
whereupon King Richard demanded the Reaſon of it; 


He 

cori, ſe Taiter replied, 2hat Sir Pierce de Exton, who was 
'ntents lately come from the King, had forbad him. King Rich- 
toring od being enrag'd at this Anſwer, carch'd up the car- 
irb his lng Knife, and ſtriking the Taſter with it, ſaid, h 
V sp. rate Harry of Lancaſter, aud thee together. As 
want- bon as the King had ſpoken theſe Words, in came Sir 
5 King Pierce and his eight Attendants armed. The Rough- 
ten: £5 of their Entrance plainly diſcover'd their Deſign ; 
but u bowever King Richard was ſo far from being daunted 
ſtrong r their Preſence, that he wreſted a Pole-Ax out of onę 


g WY their Hands, and ſtood upon his Defence. Sir Pierce 
_ and 
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and his Ruffians perſued their. Deſign, and aſſaulted 
the — 9 he defended himſelf ſo well, that he kilbd 
four of them before they could maſter him : But at laſt 
Sir Pierce getting behind him, ſtruck him a Blow on 
the Head, and feil'd him, and ſo he died. Wen the 
News of King &:chard's Death was brought to King 
Heury, (however it might inwardly pleaſe him, yet) he 
receiv'd it openly with no ſmall Tokens of Sorrow tor 
his untimely Fate, and ſhew'd a great Diſguſt againſt 
the Inſtruments of it; ſo that Sir Pierce xton, who 
expected a great Reward for this Piece of Service, was 
forc'd to fly to eſcape the Puniſhment due to his Crime, 
(which King Henry for his own Honour ſeem'd rex 
lous to execute) and died in Diſcontent and Horror of 
Conſcience. 

King Henry order'd King Richard's Body to be em- 
balm'd and wrap'd in Sear-Cloths, and cover'd with 
Lead, all but the Face, and to be ſet in the Minſter a 


Ponfract ſeveral Days, to be ſeen of all Perſons, who, 


Several great 


* 


either out of Curioſity, or Pity, had a Mind to behold 


him. From thence it was remov'd to London, and was 
ſhew'd to all Spectators in molt of the principal Towns 
thro* which it was carried. When the Corps arrived at 
London, it was carried thro* the City bare-fac'd, and 
placed in St. Paul's Church, three Days, open to 
all Beholders; during which Time, ſolemn Oblequies 


were held, both in that Cathedral, and at Weſtminſter, 


King Henry himſelf and all the Magiſtrates and chic 
Men of the City being preſent at them. Theſe Ceremo- 
nies being perform'd according to the Religion of thoſe 
Times, the King commanded his Corps to be carried 
down to Langley-Abbey in Buckinghamſhire, and to be 
there interr'd in the Church of the fryars-Preacher:, 
This was perform'd by the Biſhop of Cheſter, and the 
Abbots of Waltham and St. Albans; but none either of 
the Nobility, or Commonalty, were allowed to attend 
it, nor any Dinner or other Ceremony us'd at it, as 
was the Cuſtom of thoſe Times. But King Henry V, 
afterwards ordered his Body to be brought back 
again, and magnificently entomb'd at Weſtminſter, by 
the Body of his Queen Anne, endeavouring by this pi- 
ous Deed to expiate the Injuſtice and Cruelty done by 
his Father to him. | 
Much about the Time of the Death of King Rich. 


Ferſons die. ,-, the Dutcheſs of Gleceſter died of Grief for the Lok 


'Oueen 


revolt, when Subje 
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of her eldeſt Son Humphrey, who died of the Peſtilence ! Hen. IV. 
at Cheſter. And Thomas 3 Duke of Norfolk, 
who had been baniſh'd for his Life for his accuſing 
the King while he was Duke of Hereford, died in his 
Exile at Venice; and Fohn Duke of Bretagne died in 
France, leaving behind him a Widow Joanna, who was 
not long after married to King Henry. Alſo Edmund 
Duke of York, died about this T'ime, leaving behind him 
two Sons, the Earl of Ratland, and Richard Earl of 
Cambridge, who marrying Anna the Heireſs of Roger 
Mortimer, Earl of March, and Philippa, the only Child 
ſurviving of Lionel Duke of Clarence, became after- 
wards a Competitor for the Crown of England. | 

While theſe Matters were tranſacting in Exgland, the The ring of 
King of France was very active and buſy in gathering Fraxc ready 
ſuch an Army as mitts be able to revenge the Injury done 2 e | 
to his Son-in-law King Rzchard; and by the Aſſiſtance TH from it 
of his Nobles, who readily concurr'd with him, had upon the 
got all Things neceſſary for the Expedition ready a- King 4 
gainſt the Spring, and had drawn down a mighty Ar- t Death. 
my into Picardy, intending to ſail from thence into 
England ; but before the Forces were imbarked, News 
was brought to the Army of King Kichard's Death; 
upon this, the King and chief Men engag'a in that En- 
terpriſe, thought, that ſince it was impoſſible to reſtore 
him, it was the beſt Way to deſiſt from the intended 
Invaſion. It was thereupon reſolved, that a ſolenin 
— ſnould be ſent over to Heury, to demand that 

ſabel ſhould be ſent over to her Father into 

rance, With her Dower; and an Embaſſage was ſent 
accordingly ; but King Henry gave them no other An- 
ſwer but this, that he would ſhortly ſend his Commiſ- 
fioners to Calais, to treat and conclude with their Ma- 
ſter about that and ſeveral other Affairs of Importance 
to both Realms, and then would do what was juſt and 
reaſonable. ; 
This Summer the Velſb being grown weary of Sub- The 7 
jection to the Engliſ, thinking it a fit Opportunity to rebel under 

io 


l Glen 
n was come to be a diſputable _ * 


Duty, ſet up Owen Glendour to be their Prince and 
ptain, and being reſolved to recover their antient Li- 
berties, and free themſelves from the Exgliſß Yoke, they 
Jjoin'd in a firm League with him. This Owen was a 
Man of no great Parentage nor Eſtate; but being a Gen- 
tleman of great Courage, and Boldneſs, an _ 
| n 


The Earl of having 


8 Welſt, and taken Priſoner. 


the Welſh. 
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been a Servant to King Kichard in Flint-Caſtle, was 
very forward to oppoſe King Henry, partly to vindicate 


his Maſter, and partly his own private Injuries. And 


therefore having had a Diſpute about a Common which 
lay between his Eſtate and the Eſtate of Reginald Lord 
Gray of Rather, which had been enjoy'd by Owen in 
King Richard's Days, but had ſince been adjudged by 
Law to the Lord Gray, he took Occaſion trom there- 
bellious Humour of his Countrymen to invade the Lord 


_ Gray's Eſtate, with a Body of Men, burning down his 


Houſes and Woods, trampling down his Corn, and 
barbarouſly murthering his Servants and Tenants, The 
Lord Gray, with what Aſſiſtance he could get, ſtood 
in his own Defence; but being overpower'd by Ouen 
Glendour's Party, was taken Priſoner. Owen thinkin 
oy that Means to raiſe his Family, treated the Lot 
ray civilly, and promis'd to ſet him at Liberty upon 
Condition he ſhould marry his Daughter: But altho' 
the Lord Gray at firſt ſcorn'd the Offer, yet at laſt con- 
ſidering that he was unable to pay his Ranſom, without 
v Damage to his Eſtate, he did marry her to him: 
ut Owen dealt deceitfully with him, and kept him 
Priſoner till his Death. The Welſb encourag'd by their 
Succeſs againſt the Lord Gray, made an Inroad in- 
to Herefordſhire, and having ſpoil'd and ravag'd the 
Country, return'd home with much Prey. Edmund 
Mortimer Earl of March, who was at that Time re- 
tir d to his Country-Seat at H/igmore in that Coun- 
try, commiſerating the Calamities his Country ſuf- 
fer'd, aſſembled all the Gentry of thoſe Parts, to re- 
preſs the Inſolencies of the VWelſh, and engaging with 
them, ſuſtain'd a long and bloody Fight; but at laſt 
loſt a thouſand Men, was overcome by the 
The Welſp by this Victo- 
ry grew very inſolent, and not only abus'd the Bodies 
of the ſlain, but loaded the Earl of March with Chains, 
and impriſoned. him in a nafty Dungeon, and ravag'd 
all the Countries on the Weit of the River Severp, 
deſtroying and burning the Towns and Villages with 


the utmoſt Barbarity. King Henry was not ignorant of 


theſe Miſchiefs, but would not concern himſelf in them; 
and tho' he was earneſtly ſallicited by the Friends ot 
the Earl of March to interpoſe in his Behalf, and free 


him from his Captivity, yet he would give no Ear to 


their Sollicitations, knowing that the Earl's Title to the 
a Crown 
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Crown and his Liberty might be prejudicial to him; 2 Hen. IV 
dut told them, the Earl had not engaged in his Quar- WS 
rel, and therefore he was under no Obligation to redeem , 

While Matters were thus manag'd by the We!f, the The Str in- 
Szots buſily moleſted England, both by Sea and Land, felt England, 
tho' they got no great Advantage by it; for the Exgliſb — * 
did the Scots as much Damage in the Iſles of Hrn, as they between the 
had done the Exgliſh in Northumberland; tor they took two Nati 
the greatelt Part of the Scorch Fleet which was ſent out 
under the Command of Sir Robert: Logen to ſurpriſe 
the Engliſh Fiſhermen. However the Peace was not 
eſteem'd to be actually broken, till Koe rt King of Scots 
took Occaſion to proclaim open War againſt King 
Henry upon the Account following. 

George Dunbar, Earl of the Marches of Scotland, ha- The Occafi- 
ving betroth'd his Daughter to Prince David the eldeſt 92 of the. 
Son of the King of Scotland, had paid a great Sum of p,otiuiming 
Money to the King in Conſideration of that Marriage, War againſt 
which was ſhortly to be celebrated; but was defeated Ning Heng. 
in his Agreement by the Earl of Dozglaſs, who envying 
the Dignity of the Earl of March's Family, prevail* 
with the King to marry his Son Prince David to his 
Daughter Mariel. The Earl of March upon this, de- 
manded the Reſtitution of his Money ofthe King of Scor- 
land, but he either not able, or not willing, put him 
off with deluſory Anfwers and Delays. Upon this the 
Earl ſends Meflengers to King Heury, requeſting a Per- 
miſſion for himſelf and Family to come into his Do- 
minions, complaining very grievoully of the Injury dong 
him by his own King, intending by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Engliſh, to revenge his Wrongs, and recover his Loſ- 
ſes. King Heury thinking, that if there ſhould hap- 
pen to be War between the two Nations, the Earl 
might be of Service to him, gave him Liberty to come 
into his Kingdom. Upon the firſt Notice of this Per- 
miſſion, the Earl of March immediately fled out of 
Scotlaud with his Family, to the Earl of Northumber- 
land, who gave him a very kind Reception, and by his 
Advice and Affiſtance, the Earl made many Incurſions . 
into Scotland, burning and plundering their Towns, 
and returning with much Booty. | 

The King of Scots heating, that the Earl of March 
was fled into Exgland, and turned his open Enemy, de- 
prived him of his Honour, ſeiſed upon all his Poſſeſſi- 

9 ons, 
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1400. ons and Goods in Scotland, and openly proclaimed him x 


2 Traytor, and ſent Meſſengers to King Henry, to tell 


Jef bim, That he muſt either deliver up to bim the Ear] of 


fore to King March, or baniſh him his Dominions, or elſe not expe 
exry, and that the Truce between the two Nations ſhould laſt lng, 
his AUT King Henry returned this Anſwer ; That he was defy. 


ous of the Continuance of the Peace, but not fearful if 


the War, which he would rather run the Hazard of, thay 
falſify his Honour and Promiſe to the Earl of March, 
and his Company, who had come into his Nation by Per- 
miſſion and Leave. This Anſwer ſo enraged the King 
of Scots, that he proclaimed War 2 the King of 
England; and ſo both the Kings made Preparations for 
it againſt the next Spring. 
3 bout this Time N ve Palæologus, the Grecia 
. mperor, came into and to beg King Henry's Aſ— 
= Ig ſiſtance, becauſe his Demons — in — anger 
of being loſt by the Incurſions of the Tur, under Ba 
jaʒet the ſixth, their Emperor. The King met him at 
Black-heath, and with great Honour and Reſpect, con- 
ducted him through the City of London, and entertain- 
ed him magnificently, during the Time of his Stay 
iu England, and diſmiſſed him with rich Gifts and Pro- 
miſes of Aſſiſtance, when he ſhould have Peace ſettled 
among his own Subjects. 
Second Far- The Parliament met at H*eſtminſter the twenty firſt 
m—_ January, and made diverſe Acts for the Benefit both 
of Church and State: But that which was then thought 
to be the beſt Ad for the 4 ſi of the Church, was 
the Statute againſt the Lol/ards, The Occafion of this 
Act was this: One William Sawter, a Prieſt, and a 
| Follower of the Doctrines of HWicklif, having for- 
The OccaſionMerly recanted his Opinions before the Biſhop of 
of che Sta- Norwich, and afterwards repented of his Recantation, 
—4 _ ew more zealous; and that he might atone for his 
Lapſe, by an AQ of ſingular Courage and Charity, 
came into the Parliament Houſe and put up a Pet: 
tion, that he might be permitted to ſpeak ſomething 
for the ineſtimable Benefit of the Nation, deſigning 
to propound a general Reformation, both of Doctrine 
and Diſcipline, in the Church. The Biſhops, who 
ſome of them knew him to be a Man of fingu- 
lar Piety and Virtue, yet becauſe he worſhiped Go. 
after the Way which they called Hereſy, oppoſed his 


The Greek 


the 


Requeſt, and deſired, that he might be turned over 0 
2 
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the Convocation to be examined; which being granted, 2 Hen. Iv. 
he was there accuſed of holding heterodox Opinions CL WW 
about the Worſhip of Saints and Angels, Pilgrimages 
to Tombs and Shrines, and the real Preſcnce of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt in the Sacrament. Many 
Days were ſpent in his Examination and Conviction; 
and he ſtiffy queo goes te Opinions, the Clergy were 
yery prefling with the King to provide a Remedy a- 
gainſt ſo growing an Evil; and he willing to gratify h 
the Clergy, cauſed it to be enacted. That none The Statue 
« ſhould preach without Licenſe, except Perſons pri- ag 
« yileged; That none ſhould preach any Doctrine con- 
« trary to the Catholick Faith, or the Determination 
« of the Holy Church; and that none ſhould favour, 
« or abet ſuch Preachers or their Doctrines, nor keep 
« their Books, butdeliver them to the Dioceſan of the 
« Place, within forty Days after the Proclamation of 
« this Statute : And if any Perſons were defamed, or 
« ſuſpected of doing a 75 this Ordinance, then the 
« Ordinary might arreſt them, and keep them in Pri- 
« ſon, till they were canonically cleared of the Articles 
« Jaid to their Charge, or abjured them according to 
« the Laws of the Church; and if they were con- 
victed, he might fine them and keep them in Priſon 
« as to him ſhould ſeem fit; and if any being con- 
* victed, did refuſe to abjure; or after Abjuration did 
fall into a Relapſe, then they were to be left to the 
« ſecular Court, and the Mayors, Sheriffs, and Bai- 
« liffs being preſent at the paſſing of the Sentence, 
« were to receive them aſtet Sentence, and they be- 
fore the People, in a 7 Place, to be burnt. 

No ſooner was this Act paſſed, but the Clergy put 
it in Execution upon William Sawter, to be a Terror — xm 
to others; for he having been convicted of Hereſy and © 
Relapſe, the King iſſued out his Writ, February the 
twenty ſixth, for his Execution, which was done ac- 
cordingly ; and fo the Act was ſealed with Blood. 
Ass ſoon as the Parliament was broke up, the King, a Treaty 
according to his Promiſe, ſent his Ambaſſadors to between che 
Guiſnes,. to treat with the French about the Reſtitution Fg 1 
of Queen Iſabel, and other Matters of Importance. queen Iſabet 


The Matters that the Exgiif chiefly,infiſted on 2 


that Queen Jabel might be given in Marriage to King? 


Henry, ſince the Marriage between her and King Ki- 


chard had never been conſummated by actual * 
ledge 
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1401. ledge; and that the Truce which was made by King 


- Richard for thirty Vears, might be continued. The Frex 


Embaſſadors would not treat about the Marriage, be- 
cauſe they had no Inſtructions about it; but they came 
to an Agreement concerning the Truce, that ſo much 
of it as was unexpired, ſhould go on till the thirty 
Years were out. Queen Iſabel was ſent to France, and 
was afterwards married to Charles the eldeſt Son of 
the Duke of Orleans. 


King Hewy King Henry, having gotten together a great Arm 


goes into 
Scotland to 


to invade Scotland, thought it was moſt adviſeable, 5 


make War to wait for the coming of the Scots, but to fall upon 


there. 


Ki 
E 


their Country, becauſe by that Means the Miſeries of 
War would fall entirely on the Scots, and both Sides 
make a Prey of Scotland : Therefore he ſent ſome of 
his light Troops before, to terrify them that they might 
not invade Exglaud, before he could draw his whole 
Army thither; ſo at laſt entring Scotland with all his 
Forces, he burnt many of their Towns and Villages, 
took many of their Caſtles, and deſtroy'd the greateſt 
Part of Edinburgh and Leith, ſparing nothing but Mo- 
naſterĩies and Churches. The Scots being terrified with 
the Greatneſs of the King's Army, made no Reſiſt 
ance, but fled before them, ſo that wherever he came, 
the Country was in his Power, and at the Mercy of 
the Soldiers. 


Hewy While King Heury remain'd in Scotland, having the 


nzg'd Lords Wardens of the Marches with him, the Scots 
the Duke 


of Albany, made Inroads into England, and did much Miſchief in 


Cumberland, about Bamberough Caſtle ; but retired, when 
the People got together to oppoſe them. In the mean 
Time, about the End of September, the King beſieged 
the Caſtle of Maident in Edinburgh, which was defen- 
ded by David Duke of Rothſay, and Archibald Earl of 
Doxglaſs, During this War, the King of Scotland be- 
ing ſick, and unable to govern, Robert Duke of Alba- 
#y was appointed Regent, who ſent a Meſſage to King 
Bleery defirin him to torbear making an Aſſault upon the 
Caſtle for fix Days, and he would give him Battel, and 
either raiſe the Siege, or loſe his Life. King Hen 
being a very magnanimous and valiant Prince, who 
put more Value upon an heroick Action than taking an 
inconſiderable Fort, receiv'd the Herald with great Ci- 
vility, rewarded him nobly, giving him a Silk Gown, 


and Chain of Gold, and ſent the Duke Word, that he 


would 
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would tarry the Time deſired. But it did appear after- 3 Hen. Iv. 
wards, that the Duke had no other Deſign, but by De- WY SYS 


ays to keep the King from Action, till either Want or 
Winter ſhould oblige him to break up the Siege, it be- 
ing late in the Year : For the Duke never kept his Pro- 
miſe, nor did he dare to look King Henry in the Face. 
It happen'd according to the Regent's Project; for the 
King generouſly waiting longer than his Appointment, 
the Weather proving bad, and Proviſion growing ſcan- 
ty, he was forc'd to quit the Siege, and return home 


_ without any farther Action. The King, and his Army 
pon being withdrawn, the Scots again harats'd the Border 
s of under the Command of Sir Thomas Halibarton, an 
ides Sir Patrick Hebboru, ſhewing that tho* they had not 
e of Courage to fight, yet they had Malice enough to re- 
igt venge themſelves of their Enemies. And thus the firſt 
ole Summer's War between the Engliſb and Scots ended. 

his While the King and his Army were in Scotland, king 
ges Owen Glendoar and his Party were very active in burn- goes 
tell ing, plundering and deſtroying the Counties adjoining. 

lo- The King being return'd and hearing of the Miſeries of 

ith his Subjects in thoſe Parts; tho' he was not much con 

lift cern'd to revenge the Quarrel of the Earl of March, nor 

ne, took muchPity of his Captivity, becauſe he had been better 

of pleas'd if a worſe Fate had befallen him; march'd his 


Army againſt the Ye, to puniſh them for their Cruel- 


ty. But Owen Glendour and his Party withdrew, and 


betook themſelves to the Deſerts, and inacceſſible Pla- 
ces about Suomen Hills, ſo that the King could not 
do any Thing againſt them, but plunder and waſte the 
Country, which he did ſeverely carrying away a great 
Booty of Cattel. 


King Henry's Enemies, tho? diſcourag'd by the ill some Acci- 
Succeſs of their Plot the laſt Year, ſo that they did dentsvf this 
not dare to appear in any open and form'd Action, yet . 


th 


are ſuppos'd to have convey'd a Galthrap into his Bed, 
which having three Iron Spikes, very ſharp, ſtood up- 
wards, ſo that if he had chanced to have lyen down up- 
on it, it was almoſt impoſſible for him to have eſcaped 
Death, but diſcovering it before he went into Bed, he 
A0 the Danger. Tho' great Enquiry was made after 

e Contrivers and Layers, yet they could never be found 
out. Wheat this Year, which a little before was at 
four Shitlings a Quarter, was advanced to ſixteen Shil- 


lings, and had been much dearer, if Rye had not im- 


ported 
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Libels and 
by ry, as an Uſurper and cruel Tyrant, and encourag'd 
and all Perſons by 


pu- Richard. The King to deter theſe Diſturbers, declar'd he 


Ein 


Au 


thor 
niſhed. 


according as he had threatned. 
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ported by Merchants out of Sprucia ; yet notwithſtang: 
ing this Judgment of Famine, the Natives were not 
humbled by it, but great Pride and Vanity in Cloathin 

were uſed, Maſters and Servants «ta, Gowns with 
Poke-Sleeves down to the Ground. This Year, the 
Conduit in Corxhil/ was built, in a Place, where a Pri. 
2 for Night Walkers call'd zhe Inn had ſtood be- 

ore. 

A very terrible blazing Star appear'd about the begin- 
ning of March, which was afterwards thought to pox: 
tend the bloody Wars between the Engl; and Scots 
and the Executions done this Year upon the Malecon. 
rents to the Government. The latter rais'd diverſe Re. 


ports, that King Richard was alive, and would ſhortly 


come with a powerful Army to recover his Right, and 
induſtriouſly diſpers'd them thro* the whole Nation, 
by Books and Libels, in which they aſpers'd King Hey: 


opes of great Rewards, to aſſiſt King 


would be at any Pains or Charge to diſcover thoſe that 
there inſtrumental in promoting theſe Reports; and would 
ſpare none of them. Several Perſons were apprehen- 

ed on this Account and executed, as Sir Roger Cla. 
rendon, who was ſaid to be the Baſtard Son of Edward 
the black Prince; and eight Fryars were hang'd and be- 
headed for reporting, that King Richard was ative, A 
Prieſt was hang'd and quarter'd, who had a Lift of ſe: 
veral Perſons, who had avouch'd that King Richard 
was allve, and had promis'd him their Aſſiſtance: But 
ſeveral Perſons who had been impriſon'd on that Ac- 
count, were diſcharg'd, there being no Proof againſt 
them; the Prieſt himſelf confeſſing, that he had only 
ſer down their Names by Hear-ſay, and had never heard 
any Thing of that Nature from them. //alter Bal. 
dock Prior of Laund, a Monaſtery in Leiceſterſhire, was 
hang'd for Miſpriſion of Treaſon, becauſe he had con- 
feſs'd in his Examination, that he knew ſome who had 
been induſtrious in ſpreading ſuch treaſonable Reports. 
Richard Frizby a Doctot in Divinity was likewiſe execu- 


ted, for ſaying, upon the Report that King Richard was 
alive; That if he were indeed alive, he would fight 1 


Death in his Quarrel. Theſe and many others luffer'd 
for thoſe Reports and Libels; the King ſparing none, 
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Owen Glendonr, and his Velſb- men, began the Sum- 3 Hen. IV. 


mer with freſh Aſſaults upon the Inhabitants, plunder- 
ing, burning, and laying watte all wherever they came. 


King Hen- 


's ſecond 


xpedition 


Upon this the King aſſembled a great Army, to reduce E 


Wales to its due Obedience. Owen Glendour hearing o M. 


of the mighty Preparations, could not himſelf ſeem to 
retain ſo much as Hopes of withſtanding ſo great and 
well-provided an Army; and the //e/þ were ſeiz'd with 
a panick Fear of their approaching Deſtruction. The 
King and Nobles went with full Refolution of ſub- 
duing Wales before their Return; but before they could 
enter upon = Action of Conſequence, ſuch foul and 
tempeſtuous Weather happened, that the Army ſuffered 
much by it, and the King was oblig'd to return with- 
out doing any Thing worthy his Reputation. Theſe 
Storms talling ont at a Seaſon of the Year, when 
they were molt unuſual, were ſaid to be raifed by the 
magical Skill of Omen Glendour, who was deem'd to 
be a Wiſard. 


The Scots hearing of King Henry's Expedition into The Scots in- 
Wales, ſuppos'd that the Northern Lords who were the vade Eng- 


Guardians of the Borders, were gone along with him, 


tunity to invade England. Sir Patrick Hebboru was 
choſen their Captain, and with a confiderable Army en- 
ter; d Northumberland, as far as Newcaſtle, carrying off 
many Spoils and Priſoners. But the Earl of Nortbum- 
lerland, who was left behind to watch the Motion of 
the Scezs, hearing of theſe Things, fell upon them with 
a ſufficient Body of Men, at a Town call'd Nesbyz; 
and after an obſtinate Fight put them to the Rout, 
having flain Sir Pazrick, and many of the principal 
Commanders, and common Soldiers. The News of 
this Battel made the Scots very uneaſy ; - and Archibald 
Earl of Dozglaſs reſolv'd to take Revenge on the Exp- 
15 and to that End procur'd a Commiſſion to invade 

gland at his own Charge, and having rais'd an Ar- 
my of twenty thouſand Men, entred England like an 
enrag'd Enemy, deſtroying all before him. The Earl 
of Northumberland, and his Son Hotſpur, having No- 
tice of the Incurſion of the Scots, augmented their For- 
ees in Proportion to their Enemies, and upon Holy 
Rood Day met the Scots at Halidown, and engag'd them. 
The Battel was very furious and continu'd long; but the 
dots being unable to bear the violent Shot of the Eugliſb 

VOI. I, Cc Archers 


and, and are 
| twice Touts 
and that therefore they could not have a fitter Oppor- ed. 
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19022 Archers, were forc'd to give Ground, and were put to 
flight with an incredible Loſs; for there were {lain 
twenty ſeven Knights, and ten thouſand common Sol- 
diers ; and Mordach Earl of Fife, Earl Doxgla!'s Son 
the Earls of Angus, Murray, Athol, and Monteith, and 

a great Number of Men, were taken Priſoners. 

— — of The Earl of Northumberland, reſolving to perſuethe 
— wod Advantage he had gotten over fo reltleſs and troy. 
Incurſons bleſome an Enemy, invaded Scotland, and entring Tiy;. 
into S«- dale, he burnt and deſtroy'd the whole Country, and 
a then laid Siege to the Caſtle of Cocklaws, of which Sir 
Thomas Greenlow was Governor; who being unableto 
hold out againſt ſo great an Army, promis'd to reſign 
the Caſtle to the Earl of Northumberland, if it were not 
reliev'd within three Months; but before that Time 
was expired, the King call'd off the Earl to ſerve in 
another Enterpriſe, and ſo the Caſtle was preſery'd, 
This Year the Devil is ſaid to have appear'd in Dar- 

bury Church in Eſſex, in the Habit of a grey Fryar, 
and behay'd himſelf ſo outrageouſly, that the Inhabitants 
were very much affrighted : At the ſame Time a great 

Tempeſt aroſe thereabout, which blew down the Steeple, 

and carried away half the Chancel. The Lady Blaxch.King 

| Henry's eldeſt Daughter, was married to William Duke 
of Bavaria, the eldeſt Son of Lewis Barbatus, the Em- 
peror. Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, died on 

the 8 of April. Alſo Sir Lewis Clifford, who for a 

conſiderable Time had inclin'd to the Lollards, deſert- 

ed them, and confeſſing his Error, diſcover'd all that 

he knew of them, their Doctrines, and chief Mini- 
ſters. | | 

Third At Michaelmas, a Parliament met at Weſtminſter 

' Parliament In this Parliament, the King declaring, that he had in 

7s Acts and Remembrance the faithful Hearts, and inward Aﬀec- 

tions, that the Clergy of Exglandhad born to him, and 

alſo the great Charges they had ſuſtain'd for his Hon- 

our and Profit, fince the Time of his Coronation ; and 

therefore being deſirous to be unto them a gracious 

Lord, he cauſed ſeveral Privileges of the Church and 

Clergy to be eſtabliſhed and enacted. There were nine 

ſeveral Acts made to ſettle the Diſorders in Wale: : 

That the Hel ſhould not paſs any judicial Sentence 

upon an Engliſp-man, have any publick Aſſemblies, 

to wear Arms, or buy any out of Eng land, raiſe an) 


Forts Caſtles, to bear nor any Office in Church ct 
2 State; 
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State; and commanding them to put all their walled 4 Her. N. 
lain I Towns into the Cuſtody of Exgliſhmen. The Parlia WWW 


Sol- nent gave the King a Tenth and a half of the Clergy, 
Son, ind a Fifteenthof the Laity, and ſome other Subſidies, 
„ and and particularly recommended to the King's Favour, 
the Scotch Earl of March, becauſe he had behav'd him- 
vethe fir with ſo much Fidelity to the Exgliſb Nation; and 
trou- WM then were diſmiſs'd. 
Tivi- King Henry having, the Year before, made ſome Pro- 
„ and positions of Marriage to Joan de Navarre, the Widow 
ch Sir Nor the Duke of Bretagne, which were agreed to, he 
bleto gent ſeveral Perſons of Honour into ates about 
reſign Wl Chia, to conduct her over into Eugland; and ac- 
e not cordingly ſne landed ſafely at Falmouth the 7 of Fe- 
Time WM bruory. The King having heard of her Arrival, wentto 
rve in ¶ meet her at Vincheſter, and there was married to her in 
rv'd. St. $withiz's Church, by the Biſhop of that See. Thence 
Dau- de paſs'd with her to London, where they were magni- 
Fryar, WM ficently receiv'd by the Citizens; and ſhe was crown'd 
itants at Weſtminſter by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Febru- 
great 20. She had three Sons, but ſhe left them in 
ceple, ¶ Fance, under the Care and Guardianſhip of that King. 
„King Her Coronation was celebrated with great State and 
Duke . Magnificence, and there appear'd nothing but Signs of 
eEm- ¶ n univerſal Joy, not only at Court, but throughout 
ed on te Kingdom, for theſe Nuptials. 
for 2 The Earl of St Paul, who envied King Henry's The French 
eſert- WM Power, becauſe it was rais'd upon the Ruins of his In- invade the 
1 that Wi tereſt, rais'd an Army of ſixteen or ſeventeen _thou- — 
Mini- find Men, and made a Deſcent upon the Iſle of ¶ ig, , 
and burnt two ſmall Villages. The Inhabitants of that 
inter. land, having before ſuffer'd the like Injuries from the 
had in French, and found by Experience that they lov'd Plunder 
Aﬀec- WW more than fighting, and would ſeldom hold out a- 
n, and I gainſt but a taint Reſiſtance, drew up againſt them to 
Hon. fight them. The French ſeeing the Courage of the Peo- 
; and ple, tho' their Number was ſufficient to have conquer'd 
acious Bl the Iſland, withdrew to their Ships, with little Prey, and 
ch and WW leſs Honour. The Earl, that he might make the Expe- 
re nine dition ſeem the more glorious, knighted four of his 
Vale: Captains, as he pretended for their Valour and Brave- 
ntence ry: But thoſe in his Army of more Penetration repin'd 
nblies, Wt the Fruitleſsneſs of the Expedition, well knowing 
ſe al) I bat the Charge of it was far greater than the Gain. 
ch ot WI About the ſame Time, the Earl of Clermont, Son to 
State; Ce 2 the 
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the Duke of Bourbon, was ſent with an Army apainq 
the Subjects of King Henry in Gaſcoign, and took the 
Caſtles of St. Peter, St. Mary, and Newcaſtle, from the 
Eugliſb; and at the ſame Time, the Lord De la Bre 
took the Caſtle of Carlasfin; all which were a conſider. 
able. Loſs to the Exgliſp. King Henry's Courage would 
not have patiently ſufter'd thoſe Damages, without 3 
ſharp Revenge, had his Kingdom been at Peace 2 
Home ; but before he could get his Preparations ready 
for a foreign Expedition, the Rebellion of his own 
Subjects call'd for all his Endeavours to ſecure him. 
ſelf at Home, The Occaſion of it was this. 

The Earl of Northumberland, in his late ViQories 
over the Scots, had taken many conſiderable Priſoners; 
and King Henry not content with the Peace, that thoſe 
Victories had brought to his Dominions, was deliroys 
to ſhare in the Proſit of them, and to that end, re. 
quir'd of the Earl all the Lords, whoſe Ranſom would 
raiſe great Sums. The Earl alledg'd, * That as it ua 
* inſt that they who had undergoue the Danger of ile 


Battel, ſhould have all the Advantages of Prey, aud 


& Priſoners; ſo it had been the Cuſtom of the Kings 
« England, 20 allow the Lords of the North, all the Aa. 


& vantages of the Scots Wars, to encourage them in di. 


„ fending their Dom:inious, aud make up, the! Damages f 
the continual Depredations of that faithleſs People,” 
The King was very angry at this Denial, and not only 
took from him the Priſoners he demanded, but carried 
his Reſentment fo high, as not to ſuffer the ſaid Earlto 
come into his Preſence, The Earl who had been fo 
inſtrumental to raiſe King Heury to the Throne reſent- 


ed this Severity, not only as great Injuſtice, but alſos 


gent Ingratitude; and therefore reſoly'd to revenge his 
rong on the King himlelf, thinking, that as he had 
ſet him up, ſo he had Power enough to pull him down, 


The Earl was indeed in very great Power in the North, 
and in his Country commanded as a petty King. He was 


alſo nearly related to Edmund Mortimer Earl of March, 
having married his Aunt Eleazor ; and Mortimer, being 
Heir to the Crown, had no ſmall Intereſt in the Ns 
tion; and upon that Account, he might very well pre 
tend ſome Obligation to reſtore him to his Right, orat 
leaſt to his Liberty, Theſe two Intereſts the Earl 
2 ſufficient to effect his Deſign, eſpecially ſince 
the Earl of March being upon fair 1erms with Owen 

g * Glendur 
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Clendour, it would be no difficult Matter to unite the 4 Hen. Iv. 
The 


Welſo with him, in dethroning King Henry. 
Train of the Rebellion being thus laid, the Earl by the 
Advice of his Brother Thomas Piercy Earl of Worceſ- 
jer, goes to the King, and demands the Redemption of 
his Kinſman the Earl of March, who had long lain in 
miſerable Impriſonment among the King's * 
The King anſwer'd, That he had no Reaſon to redeem, 
« or relieve the Earlof March, nor would he; becauſe he 
s qyas not taken for his Cauſe, nor in his Service, but had 
« ſuffered himſelf to fall into the Hands of Owen Glen- 
« dur, and the Welſh, being not willing to reſiſt them." 
The Earl having receiv'd this Anſwer, pretended to be 
angry, and blaz'd abroad the Cruelty of the King, who 
would not redeem a Perſon ſo nearly related to him : 
And his Son Henry Horſpur, ſaid openly, Behold the 
Heir of this Realm is rob'd of his Right, and the Rob- 
ber will not redeem him with a Part of his own. Not 
long after this, there was an Interview of the Earl of 
Northamberland, and his Son, with the Earl of March, 
and Owen Glendour, in the Houſe of the Archdeacon 
of Bangor, where they oblig'd themſelves mutually and 
frmly, by an Indenture tripartite, to depoſe King Hen- 
1; and it was farther agreed on, that after his Depoſiti- 
on,“ GClendour ſhould have Hales, and all the Lands be- 
* yond the Severy, to rule over them as their King, and 
* ſupreme Lord: That the Earl of Northumberland 
* ſhould govern all the Countries on the North-lide of 
% the River Trent; and the Earl of March ſhould 
enjoy all the Refidue of Exglana, in his Right, as 
* ſupreme Lord.” This Agreement being made, they 
all employ'd their utmoſt Intereſts, ro raiſe an Army 
ſufficient for their Deſign. The Earl of Northumber- 
land, beſides thoſe Forces that he rais'd among his 
Neighbours in the North, procur'd an Augmentation 
of them out of Scotland, partly by ſetting at Liberty the 
Captives that he had in his keeping, and partly by pro- 
miling the Scots ſeveral Lordſhips and Signiories in the 
farts bordering on their Country, upon which Ac- 
count they rais'd a conſiderable Army. Matters be- 
ing thus prepar'd, they put out a Declaration, That 
King Hezry giving Encouragement to Flatterers and 
Y Calumniators, their Enemies had attain'd ſuch an 
| Averlion to them, that they dared not come into 
his Preſence, but by the Mediation of the Biſhops : 
Cc 3 « That 
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1403, © That tho” he was rais'd to the Throne for the Good 


The King's 


of the Nation, yet he had play'd the Tyrant ; 
“ bus'd his een the Money opts 90 
„ liament for the publick Defence, to his own private 
„ Interelt: Wherefore that they might ſecure tei 
* own Perſons, and reformthe Government, they had 
& rais'd ſuch Force, as might be ſufficient to reduce 
* Things into a better Courſe, both for themlelyes 
* and the whole Nation.” They alſo gave out 2 Re. 
port, that King K:chard was yet alive in the Caſtle of 
Cheſter, Tor to join with Owen Glendoaur to recover 
his Right. hings being thus prepared, they marched 
to Shrewsbury, intending to make that City the Ren- 
dezvous of their Army. Theſe treaſonable Contri- 
vances were carried ou lo ſecretly, that the King had no 
Suſpicion of them, yet was induſtrious in railing a 
owerful Army to reduce the Heljþ, ſo that altho' the 
arl of Northumberland's Forces appeared againſt him 
dy, he was in a good Condition to oppoſe 
im. 

King Henry conſidering that a civil War would bring 


Mercy to the front Calamities upon his Subjects, choſe to allay the 


Rebels. 


iſcontents of the ſeditious Party, by anſwering their 
Declaration: Alledging that he never had denied the 
Earl of Northumberland, the Lord Percy his Son, or 
any of the Lords of their Party, any Acceſs to him; 
but allowed them to come into his Preſence at any 
Time, without all Danger or Damage to their Per- 
ſons; and that the Money which had been given by 
the Parliament, for the Defence of the Nation, was paid 
to the Earl of Northumberland himſelf for that End, 
as he could prove by his Receipts ; ſo that their Com- 
plaints were ill grounded and ſlanderous. The King 
would have waited to ſee the Effe& of this Anſwer; 
but the Earl of March a Scot, telling the King that his 
Enemies would be ſtrengthned by Delays, put the King 


upon making haſte towards them, which indeed proved 


advantageous to him: For the Earl of Northanter- 
land, being indiſpoſed, was not arrived at Shrewsbury, 
and the Suddennels of the King's Arrival there, put the 
Earl's Army into ſo great a Conſternation, that they 
were unfit to engage in Battel. The King, tho' he was 
ready to have engag'd them, yet was very loth te 
ſpill his own Subjects Blood, and therefore ſent to of- 


fei them Pardon, upon Terms as reaſonable as the 
| COU, 
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could deſire. The Lord Piercy was inclin'd to accept 4 Hen. IV. 
of the King's Mercy, and ſent his Uncle the Earl of WWW 


Vorceſter to the King, to repreſent their Grievances, 
and having obtain'd a Redrels, to ſubmit to the King: 
The King alſo condeſcended ſo far, as was thought be- 
neath him, to heal the Breach, But the Earl of Mor- 
ceſter, being a Man that was rather for — than 
ellening the Breach, at his Return, repreſented Things 
ſo ill to the Lord Prercy his Nephew, that he being 
more incenſed than he was before, ordered the Frum- 
pet to be blown for the Battel. The King was ready to 
receive him, and the Signs being given on both Sides, 
St. George by the King, and Eſperance Piercy by the 
Lord Piercy, the Fight began. The Scots tell upon 
the King's Van-guard, with that Reſolution and Fury, 
that they forc'd them to give Ground, and had almoſt 
broke in upon the King's main Body; and being ſecond- 
ed by the Melſb, put the King to his laſt Refuge, which 
was to call in his Reſerve to reinforce his Army, by 
which Means he recover'd his Ground, and after a 
freſh Rencounter, got the better sf the Lord Piercy's 
Army. The Lord Piercy, and Earl Doxglaſs, General 
of the Scots, deſpairing of Victory, attempted to have 
flain the King; and ſo forcing their Way through the 
King's Party, they gotto the King's Standard, which they 
overthrew, killing the Standard Bearer, Sir Malter Blunt, 
and the Earl of Szafford, beſides many others who guar- 
ded it. The Earl of Dunbar the Scoz, perceiving their 
Deſign, gave the King timely Warning of his Danger, 
and cauſed him to retreat from the Standard, and ſo 
diſappointed them. The King took this Opportunity 
of aſſaulting his Enemies, in the Abſence of their Ge- 
nerals ; and crying St. George, made ſo impetuous an On- 
ſet upon the Rebels, that he broke their Order, put 
them to flight, and obtain'd a complete Victory, killing 
no leſs than thirty fix with his own Hand. The Battel 
laſted three Hours; the King himſelf was once diſ- 
mounted, and the Prince fighting in Defence of his 
Father, was wounded in the Face, yet would not leave 
the Army, till the Fight was ended, leſt he ſhould 
diſcourage his Men. The Rebels had rwo hundred 
Knights, and five thouſand Soldiers ſlain, befides the 
Lord Percy himſelf. The King had ten Knights, and 
lixteen hundred Soldiers ſlain, and four thouſand woun- 
ded. This Victory was gain'd on the tweaty firſt of 
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| July; in Memory of which, the King founded a Col 
lege on the Place, and called it Battlefield. The valiant 


Douglas, the Earl of Horcefter, the Baron of Kindertyy 
and Sir Richard Vernon, were taken Priſoners, and the 
three laſt beheaded two Days after the Battle. The 
Earl of Morceſter's Head was ſent up to London, to be 
ſet up on London Bridge. The King permitted the Bo- 
dy of the Lord Piercy to be buried, but afterwards 
commanded it to be taken up again, and be beheaded 
and quartered, and diſpoſed of it into ſeveral Parts of 
the Nation. This was the End of one of the braveſt Wa. 
riours of the Age, who till this Time had ever been 
victorious. Douglas, who had once unhorſed the King, 
being no Subject to him, was ſet at Liberty, without 
Ranſom. The Earl of Northumberland, who by Rea- 


ſon of his Indiſpoſition, had been kept from Joining 


with his Brother, the Earl of Worceſter, and his Son 
the Lord Percy, ſoon after the Fight ſet out towards 


Shrewsbury, with a conſiderable Recruit, to their Al. 
ſiſtance; but was met by the Way, by the Earl of Vel. 


more land, and Sir Robert Materton, with a ſtrong Force; 
upon which, judging neither of them to be his Friends, 
he retreated to Warkworth Caſtle, and there fortified him- 
ſelf. The King having ſettled the Countries about 
Shrewsbury, went to York, and there ſent a Command 


to the Earl of Northumberland, to diſmiſs his Forces, 


and come to him upon Aſſurance of Mercy, which 
the Earl, ſeeing no poſſibility of ſtanding out againſt the 
King's Power, accordingly obeyed, going thither on- 
Iy with a ſmall Train, like an humble Petitioner. 
The King pardoned him as to his Life, but detained 


him in Priſon, till the Ferment of his Troubles was 
a little over, and afterwards reſtored him to his Liberty, 


but took away his Eſtate, and deprived him of his Ho- 
nour ; yet afterwards gave him good Part of his Eſtate 
again, and ſoon after granted a Pardon to all ſuch Per- 


ſons as had been engaged in that Rebellion. The 


King having thus ſettled the Diſguſts of the North, 
reſolved. to return towards North Wales, to challiſe 
the Help, but wanting Money to pay his Soldiers, 
the Archbiſhop and Clergy ſupplied him with a 


The Prince Tenth, and the Prince was ſent with an Army into 
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This Summer the Bretagnes aſſaulting the Eugliſß 5 Hen. IV. 
Coaſts, plundred and — Plymouth, upon which N. 
Villiam de Wilford, Eſq; by the King's Permiſſion, ads Ex- 
man'd out a Fleet to cruiſe in the narrow Seas, where ploits. 

he took forty Sail of Merchants Ships laden with an 

hundred Tun of Kochel Wine, and other Commodi- 

ties, and landing near Pezzarch, he plundered and burnt 

the Country for fix Miles in Length as far as St. Mar- 

thew's, which he left in Flames; and at his Return, 

ſet forty Sail of Ships on fire, which lay in the Har- 


bour. | 

This Yeardied the famous Feoffery Chancery, a Man of Sir Jeoffery 
Quality, Wit and Learning, the Father of Thomas Chan Peach. 
cer, Eiq; Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, in the 
Reign of King Henry the fifth. The Daughter of this 
Thomas was married to the Duke of S; and ſo the 
Family of Chaxcer became allied to the greateſt Houſes 
in England. He was the Father of the 40 Poetry; 
for he, and his Friend and Aſſociate John Gower, made 
the firſt Attempt to refine our Exgliſſi Language, and 
give a Tune and Harmony to the Exgliſb Verſe, which 
was unknown to their Forefathers. The Learned be- 
fore their Time, always uſed to write in Latin or 
French : But they made the Exgliſb boo a ſo muſi- 
cal, which was before of it ſelf very ſignificant, that it 
became common afterwards ; and moſt Authors wrote 
in their native Language. T8 

About November a Parliament was called at Coven- The fourrk 
%, but the Place not being convenient, they were ?alament. 
ſoon prorogued, having done nothing of Moment. 

A little before Chriſtmas, the French, by Way of Re-The French 
prifal, landed in the Ifle of ghz, telling the Inha- invadethe 
bitants, That they were come to keep their Chriſtmas Lie of le. 
with them. They demanded Money of them for Kin 
Richard and Queen Iſabel, and began to drive off their 
Cattle to their Ships ; but the People of the Iſland ga- 
tneting together in a Body, compelled them to retire 
to their Ships, and leave their Prey behind them. 

The Parliament met at Weſtminſter in the Beginning pe gf 
of January. In this Parliament, the King having hum- Parliamene. 
bled the Earl of Northumberland, thought it Policy to . — 
take him into Favour again. The Earl of Nortbum- land reftored 
berland was reſtored to his Lands and Honours, except to his Land. 
only the Iſle of Man, which the King had formerly 


beltowed on him to hold of the Crown by the 3 
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1404: Of carrying the Lancaſter's Sword at the Coronation, 
GY This Parliament granted the King an unuſual Tax, or 
Subſidy, but deſired there might be no particular Re. 
cord lett of it, that it mightnot be drawn into a Prece. 
dent. The Clergy alſo being met in Convocation, gave 
the King a Tenth. | 

During the Seſſion of this Parliament, the Duke of 
TheDukeoi()rJeans, Brother to the French King, ſent a Challenge 
— to King Henry), to meet him at Bourdeaux, with an 
Hewry. hundred Exgliſhmen, to fight the ſame Number of 
French, and every Victor to have his Priſoner ; but the 
King returned him Anſwer, that it was againſt the Cy. 

tom of Nations for any crowned and anointed K. 
to accept a Challenge from any Perſon, but ſuch as 1s 
of equal Dignity ; but promiſed upon the Word of 2 
Prince, that he would ſoon go into Gaſcozene, with a 
convenient Number of Men, and there enter the Liſts 
with him, as he had propoſed, or by ſingle Combat, 
The Duke of Orleans being enraged, raiſed an Army 
of ſix thouſand Men, invaded Guienne, and belieged 
the Town of Vergi; but it was ſo well defended by 
Sir Robert Antifield, that he was forced to leave it, at- 

ter he had beſieged it three Months. ; 
The Bre- 
8 the Lord Caſtel, came with thirty Ships, and one 
are repulſed, thouſand two hundred Men, to Dartmouth, to plun- 
der and burn it; but the Inhabitants, who had armed 
themſelves in Expectation of their coming, engaged 
them ſo fiercely, the Women alſo aſſiſting by hurl- 
ing of Stones, that they were obliged to depart with- 
out accompliſhing their Deſign; and being afterwards 
met by the Eugliſß Fleet in Black-Pool, there follow. 
ed a ſharp Engagement, the Lord Cafte/ himſelf, and 
four hundred of his Men being ſlain, and two hundred 
taken Priſoners. The Country People preſented the 
King with their Priſoners, among whom were the 
Lord Baguevil, the Marſhal of 5 ze, and ſome 
other Lords; and he graciouſly accepted their Preſent, 

and rewarded them with Plenty of Gold. 

Owen Glen- All this Summer Owen Glendour, and the Welſh, 
dew's Ra- with more than uſual Cruelty, burnt and ravaged the 
— Marches, killed and took many Priſoners, and got 1 
great Booty, and partly by Force, and partly by Fraud, 
poſſeſſed himſelf of diverſe Caſtles, ſome of which he 
tortified, and others he demoliſhed. With theſe _ 
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mities by the Welſh, concurred other Damages done by 5 Hen. Iv. 
the Bretagne, and Flemings, who cruſing upon the CY 
Engliſþ Coaſts, took ſeveral Exgliſb Ships laden with 
rich Merchandiſe, and either flew or hung up the Ma- 
riners. | 
But the King was not ſo much diſturbed at theſe A Rumour 
Misfortunes, as at a Rumour which was diſperſed up King Ki- 
and down the Nation at this Time, That King Aung Aire. 
chard was alive, and in Scetland, at the Head of an 
Army of an hundred thouſand Scots and French. This 
Rumour owed its Original to the Letters of one Serle, 
who had been Gentleman of the Bedchamber to King 
Richard; who being in Fance, and hearing ſuch a Re- 
port, went into Scotland to ſatisfy himſelf, where indeed 
he found one very like King Kichard, but knew him ve- 
ry well to be an Impoſtor. However, in Hatred to 
King Heury, he cauſed a Privy Seal to be made like cn. 
unto King Richard's, and wrote ſeveral Letters to his — . 
Friends, lealed with it, affirming, that King Richard 
was indeed alive, and would ſhortly appear, to the Com- 
fort of his Friends, and Contuſion of his Enemies, inſo- 
much that he diſtracted the Minds of many. The old 
Counteſs of Oxford, Mother to Robert de Vere, late 
Duke of Ireland, eagerly laid hold upon this falſe 
News, and publiſhed it as certain, and cauſed many 
Stags of Gold and Silver, which were the Badges of 
King Richard, to be made, and given to her Depen- 
dents, that they might wear them on their Cloaths as 
ſoon as King Richard came into Exglaud. She alſo 
ordered her Secretary to ſend this falſe News into E 
ſex, by which Means it was diſcovered; for which her he Defgn 
Secretary was hanged and quartered, and ſhe her ſelf defeated. 
ſuffered cloſe Impriſonment during Lite, and Confiſ- 
cation of her Goods. Serle finding his Plots Abor- 
tive, and wanting Money to return to Frauce, went to 
Sir William Clifford, at Berwick, hoping to have pro- 
cured ſome Money from him: But Sir William having 
incurred the Diſpleaſure of King Henry, in holding out 
Berwick Caſtle againſt him, apprehended Serie, and 
preſented him to the King at Pontefract, and by that 
Means obtained his Pardon: But Serie was executed 
ſoon after, confeſſing he was one of thoſe who had 
murdered the Duke of Gloceſter at Calais. Sixth Parlia- 
On October the ſixth, a Parliament met at Coventry, ment, called 
which, becauſe it conſiſted of ſuch Perſons as were e Lact- 


learning 


illiterate pacliament. 


| 
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1405. illiterate, or unskilful in the Laws, tho? it was by the 
King's particular Orders to the Sheriffs of Counties, 
that none but ſuch Perſons ſhould be choſen, was cal- 

ted Parliamentum indoctum, or the Lack-learniag Par. 

lament, This Parliament, to ſupply the King's Wants, 
EXhibited a Bill againſt the * nome of the Clergy; 

| but it proved abortive by the Oppoſition it met with, 

from the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who declared, that 

it was the enriching of themſelves, and not of the King, 

that they aimed at; the King alſo declaring, he would 

leave the Church in no worſe State than he found it. 

wiliamof About this Time died William of Wickham, Biſhop 
bn of Wincheſter, one of the greateſt Benefactors to the 
Publick that ever England had. He was the Son of 

John Long, a Pariſh Clerk of Wickham ; but having 

| heaped up great Riches by the Preferments he had un- 

der Edward the third, and Richard the ſecond, he em- 

ployed them wholly in Works of, publick Charity and 

iety. He founded New-College in Oxford, and ano- 

ther at Wincheſter, and other Buildings of leſs Note. 

Truſſel relates, that he was entruſted with a very im- 

portant Secret relating to John of Gannt, Duke of Lan- 

caſter, the Father of this King Henry; particularly that 

his Mother Philippa did in her Confeſſion, upon her 
Deathbed, acknowledge to him, that John was a ſup- 
poſititious Child, and that he ought to uſe all Means 

poſſible to prevent him or his Iſſue from ſtepping up 

| into the Exg/iþ Throne. | 
1 Several EA. taking a Diſguſt at King Henry's 
Pi. Treatment of them, form'd a Confpirdcy againſt him 
my. to depoſe him; among theſe were Thomas Mowbray, 
Earl Marſhal, R:chard — Archbiſhop of York, the 

old Earl of Northumberland, the Lords Baldorf, Haſt- 

inge, and Falconbridge, who made an Appointment 

to aſſemble all the Forces they could get together on 

York Wolds, where they compoſed Articles againſt the 

King of ſuch Things as they thought themſelves ag- 
grieved in, and cauſed them to be ſet upon the Doors 

of Monaſteries in the Streets of Tork. Theſe being 
approved brought a mighty Concourſe of People to 

the Aſſiſtance of the Archbiſhop. The Earl of Weft- 
moreland, at that Time marching with an Army 


towards the Borders of Scotland, and hearing of 


this In ſurrection, being too weak to oppoſe it by 
Force, betook himſelf ro Stratagem, and ſent Meſſen- 
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ers to the A 

beigen, deſiring a Meeting, and by that Means got 
both him and the Earl Marſhal into his Hands, and 
made a Preſent of them to the King; and they were 
both publickly beheaded, notwithſtanding the Earl of 
Weſtmoreland had before promiſed them their Lives. 
The Earl of Northumberland, and Lord Bardolf, eſcap- 
ed into Scotland; the — being at Poxtefract with an 
Army of thirty ſeven thouſand Men, perſued them, and 
took the Lord Haſtings, Falconbridge, and ſome others, 
and beheaded them at Dxrham. Then he aſſaulted 
Berwick, whither the Archbiſhop's Party were fled for 
Succour, and having by a Battering Piece thrown down 
a Tower on the Wall, they ſurrendred upon hard 
Terms; for he hanged one Part of the Rebels, and im- 


priſoned the other.. After this he took Alrxwict, and 


all the Caſtles belonging to the Earl of Northamber- 


land. | 
This Rebellion being quelled, the King led his Forces 


397 


pretending to approve of their 7 Hen. . 


King Henrys 


to Wales, againſt Owen Glendour, who having obtained Expedition 
the Aſſiſtance of twelve thouſand Men from France, againſt the | 


in a hundred and forty Ships, under the Command“ 


of Marſhal Montmorancy, they beſieged Carmarthen, 
Worceſter, and ſeveral other Places ; from whence he 
took Store of Spoils. King Heury haſtning againſt them, 
loſt all his Carriages in a violent Tempeſt, and above 
— Waggons loaden with Treaſure, in his Paſlage ; 
and being arrived there, could effect nothing againſt 
them; for the Welſb, after their uſual Manner, retreat- 
ing over the Mountains, the King for Want of Mo- 
ney and Forage was forced to return Home. 


On the firſt of March the Parliament met at Weſt- Seventh Pary 
minſter, and the King being again in Want of Money, liament. 
0 


the Parliament did with much Importunity, tho* not 
without Reluctancy, furniſh him. Some of this Money 
was employed in ſecret Practices with the Scots, to de- 
liver the Earl of Northumberland and Lord Bardoff, into 
the King's Hand, in Exchange for ſome Priſoners of that 
Nation: But the Lord Keming, who had entertained 
them, being loth to violate the Rules of Hoſpitality, 
gave them Notice of it; and ſo the Earl and Lord fled 
into Wales; for which the Scots were ſo enraged at the 
Lord Fleming, that they flew him; which barbarous 
Act filled Scotland with new civil Diſcords. The Kin 
of Scots not thinking it ſafe to keep Prince hi 
don 
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1406. Son and Heir at Home, ſent him under the Care of 
WY the Earl of Orkney, with a Biſhop into France; but as 
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they failed by the Coalls of Norſo/e, they were taken 
by ſome Exghb Ships, and ſent to King Henry to 
Windſor, who tent him Priſoner to the Tower of Lon 
don; but atterwards gave him a noble Education, ſo 
that the Misfortune might be thought to turn to his 
Advantage, as to princely Qualifications. | 
The French proſecuting their Affairs in Wales, ſent 
a farther Aid of Forces to them in thirty eight Ships 
of which Number the Exgliſb took eight; the reſt hard- 
ly eſcaping, got to Shore in much Fear and Danger. 
Not long alter, the Exgli/þ took fifteen Sail of Mer- 
chant Ships loaden with Wax and Wine. And Hen 
Pay Eſq; with fifteen Ships, and ſome others belong- 
ing to the Cinque Ports, oruſing upon the Britiſh Coaſts, 
took an hundred and twenty Prizes laden with Iron, 
Salt, Oil, and Rochel Wines. About the ſame Time, 
a Perſon was executed for ſetting up Bills in ſeveral 
Parts of London, containing an Account of King Ki. 
chard's being till alive. This Summer the City of 
London was ſo much infected with the Plague, that it 
is ſaid thirty thouſand died of it. The King, who re- 
ſided in Eſſex to avoid it, deſigning to paſs from Queenſ- 
bury to Leigh in Eſſex, narrowly eſcaped being taken 
by ſome French Pirates, who lay at the Thames Mouth, 
watching for a Prey, who took four Ships which were 
2 to him; he only eſcaping by the Swiftneſs of 
his Ship. \ 

In Azgaſt died Sir Robert Knolles, that valiant He- 
ro, a Man of mean Parentage, but by his Courage 
and Valour, raiſed to be a Commander of Armies, 
and Governor of Provinces, under King Edward the 
third. He built the large Bridge at Rocheſter, over the 
Medway, with a Chapel at the Foot of it ; he was alſo 
celebrated for many Acts of Charity. 

In the mean Time, the Wars of Hales were manag- 
ed by young Prince Henry, who won the Caſtle of 
Aberiſtzuith, in Wales; but the Prince was no ſooner 
departed from thoſe Parts, but Owen Glendoar, by 1 
ſubtle Stratagem, got Poſſeſſion of it, and put into it 
a Gariſon of his own. | 

This Year died Mr. John Gower, of the Family of the 
Gawers of Sittenbam in Yorkſhire, the Friend and 4 
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vir Geoffery Chancer, in refining and poliſhing the 9 Hen. IV. 
2705 and Eugliſp Poely. 
Early this Spring the Earl of Northumberland, and Lord | | 
Bardolf, who had for a whole Year been raiſing Forces 
1 IWales, France and Flanders, to invade England, re- 
urned into Scotland, and thence coming into England, 
and railing new Forces in the North, under a Pretence 
of aſſerting their Rights, were encountred by the Sheriffs 
of Driſhire, and after a ſharp Engagement, the Earl 
was flain, and the Lord Bardolf ſo wounded, that he The Earl 
died ſoon after. The King hearing of thoſe Troubles 1 
in he North, was haſtning thither with his Army, but f 
did not arrive time enough; and altho* by the Way he 
heard of this Succeſs, yet he continued his March; 
and being arrived at York, ſome he put to Death, and 
pniſhed others with Fines and Impriſonments. The 
Abbot of Ailes being taken in Armour, was hanged ; 
the Biſhop of Bangor, being taken in his own Cloaths, 
was pardoned. The Heads of the Earl of Nor:hamber- 
lud and Lord Bardolf were ſet up on London Bridge. 

The Ambition of the two Popes having for a long The schi 
Timediſturbed the Peace of Chriſtendom, one of which — = 
was choſen at Rome, and the other at Avignion, by two ended. 
contrary Factions of the Cardinals, a general Council 
was ſummoned to be held at Piſa in Italy, to decide the 
uth, Controverſy. King Henry ſent his Ambaſladors thi- 
vere ther, and the Clergy choſe Robert Alun, Chancellor of 
; of 0xford, and Biſhop of Salisbury, to ſignify, That unleſs 

both Popes would decline the Pontificat e, neither of them 
He- for the future ſhould be acknowledged as Pope. King 
rage Henry, in his Letter to Pope Gregory, charged him 
lies, with Perjury, and, That this Papal Emulation had been 


the the Canſe of the Deaths of more than two hundred thou- 
the ſand Chriſtians ſlain in the Wars. A great Number of 
alſo Cardinals, Archbiſhops, and other mitred Prelates were 
ulembled, who elected Alexander the fifth, a Man 
14g- trained up at Oxford, for the new Pope. In the mean 
of Time Owen Elendour, who had done innumerable Miſ- 
ner chiefs, being abandoned to all Miſeries and Extremi- 
y 2 ties, finiſhed his Life with Hunger and Famine ; at the 
d it Death of whom, all the Melſp Broils were at an End. 
This Summer, notwithſtanding the Severity againſt 
the the Lollards, it was found, that ſeveral learned Men, 
ant in the Univerſity of Oxford, were inclinable to the Doc- 


tines of Jobn Hickliff. The Biſhops being much con- 
cerned 
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1410. cern'd at it, a Convocation of the Heads of the Un. 
N verſiiy were ordered to meet, and examine the — 
255 Books trines of Hicklif;, who with one Conſent condemm d 
condemn d his Books, prohibiting under the Penalty of the great 
at Oxford. Qurſe, and Deprivation of all Scholaſtick Degrees, that 

any ſhould teach or preach any of the-Opinions or Doc. 
trines contain'd in his Books, De ſermaue in monte 
Friologorum de Simonia, de Perfectione Statuum, de br. 
dine Chriſtiano, de gradibus Cleri Eceleſiæ, and his Tres- 

tiſe — — aud Sophiſtry. e 29186 W 

nie | 


eury, wanting more Money, call'd a Patlia- 
ment; and having made Sir Heury Scroop Lord Treaſu- 
rer, and Thomas Beaufort, his own half- Brother, Lord 
Chancellor, committed the Charge and Management 
to them. Upon which the Commons preſented a pe- 
complaint tition to the King, purporting, ht what the Biſhops, 
aganſt the Aborte, Priors, &c. had leudly and waſtfully ſpent, would 
Ecclefiaſ- | 2 4 ö 
ne be ſufficient to maintain an hundred and fy Earls, fif- 
teen hundred Knights, ſix thouſand two hundred Eſquire, 
and a hundred Hoſpitals more than were already founded; 
and therefore they deſir'd the King to take them into 
his own Hands, and order them 410, zbat the Safety if 
the Nation might be better provided for, ths Poor better 
maintain d, and the Clergy rendred more humble and pi- 
ons. But it is ſaid, the King was diſpleas'd at this Mo- 
tion, and order'd them for the future never to meddle 
with any ſuch Matters. This Parliamentalſo petition- 
ed, that the Act paſs'd in the ſecond Vear of the King, 
againſt the Lo/lards, might either be revokꝰ'd or mitigiꝭ 
ted; but the King told them, he. was ſo far from diſ- 
aunulling or mitigating the ſaid Act, that he would have 
it made more vigorous and ſharp for the Puniſhment uf 
ſuch erroneous Perſons; which gave Encouragement to 
the Clergy to proſecute them. ay 234: 2K 1 
The Rar. Not long after, John Bodly, a Tailor, of the Dioceſe 
4 2.4 of Worceſter, was convicted of Hereſy before the Arch- 
* — of Canterbury, and burnt in Snithfield to Aſhes 
in a Pipe or Tun. Heury Prince of Wales being pre- 
ſent at this Execution, and compaſſionating his Suffer- 
ings, 'offer'd him a Pardon, if he would feeant before 
the Fire was kindled; but he refuſing, was tied to the 
Stake, and the Fire made about him. As ſoon as he 
felt the Eire, he cried out moſt hideouſly ; upon which, 
the Prince order'd the Fire to be put out, and offer d 


him his Pardon again, and promis'd him n, 
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r he would renounce his Errors; but he refuſing the 12 Hen. 17. 
Prince's Offers, was burnt to Aſhes ' with wonderful 
Conſtancy. a 

This Vear the Duke of Bargaydy. intending to take 
Calais, had laid up great Store of Engines and other 
Warlike Stores in a Monaſtery at St. Omers. The Ca+ 
ant therefore hired a Man to ſet Fire to the Mo- 
naſtery, which he did, and the Stores and the greateſt 
Part of the Tow it ſelf being reduc'd to Aſhes, the 
Duke's Charge, as well as Aim, was loſt. | 

About this Time, Vice-Admiral Humfrevil being ſent The EA 

inſt the Scots with ten Ships of War, entred the Friih Vice Adar 
of Edinburgh; and landing, daily brought great Spoils . ng 
on Board. At his Departure, he burnt the Galliot of 
Kotland, a Veſſel of great Account with them, and 
many other Veſſels, and brought away fourteen Ships 
laden with diverſe Sorts of Merchandiſe, of Corn and 
other Commodities, which he ſelling at a low Price, 

Corn grew much cheaper than it was before, and for 
that he gaiu'd great good Will among the poor People, 
who gave him the Name of Rover: end-Market. 

This Year the Guila- hall of the City of London, which 
was but a mean Cottage before, was made a (tately 
Building by the Mayor aud Aldermen, atthe Charge of 
the City; and the Company of Grocers laid the Fe oun- 
dation of their Hall in a Piece of Ground they had pur- 
chaſed in Cunihope-Lane for 320 Marks. 

This Summer broke out in France the furious FaQi- pagions la 
ons of the Dukes of Orleans and Bargundy, which in- France. 
volved the whole Kingdom in the Broils of a Civil. 

War. The Cauſe of it was a Murther committed upon 
Leuit the Brother of the French King, and Father to 
the Duke of Orleans, near the Barbet-Gate in Paris, as 
he came late from the Queen's Lodgings, who was 
then in Childbed. The Duke of Bargundy was great- 
ly ſuſpected to have procured this Murder to be com- 
mitted, and confirm'd the Suſpicion, by flying to Ant- 
werp, where he kept himſelf ſeveral Months; but ha- 
Ving brought about a Reconciliation with the King, and 
being invited co Court again, he got into as great Fa- 
your as ever; and (till retaining his Enmity to the Duke 
of Orleans's Family, he dilcountenanc'd the Duke and 
all his Friends, put ſome out of their Places, and 
others to Death. Upon this, Charles Duke of Orlean:, 
Son of Duke Lewis, took Occation hence to revenge 
Vo. I. Dd his 
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his Father's Death on the Duke of Burgandy, who jul⸗ 
tified. the Fact. alledging that Lewis had üs'd Means 
with the Pope to depoſe the King of France, upon Pre- 
tence he was unfit to govern, by reaſon of his Frenzy, 
Each Party | endeavoured to ſtrengthen themſelves by 
foreign as well as Domeſtick Aſſiſtance. The Duke of 
Burgundy had the King and Daxphine on his Side, and 
the Duke of Orleans had the Kings of Navarre and A.. 
ragen, and Dukes of Berry and Bretagne on his: Side. 

Duke of Burgandy, fearful of the Power of his 


10 Adverlaries,. kept in Paris, and ſent into. England, of. 


Herry for fering a Daughter of the King of France in Marriage 
Aſlftance, to Heury Prince of Hales, in Order to engage King 


The Duke 
ot Bre un- 
47's Cruelty, 


| 2 ond lend bim all convenient Aſſiſtance. 
King 


Henry to join in his Defence, and ſend over a com- 
petent Number of Forces to bis Aſſiſtanee. Kin 
Heury received the Ambaſſadors honaurably, but to 
them, that the Dake of Orleans did only proſecute à juſt 
Revenge for his Father's, Blood, and therefore was. wt 
zo be fought againſt, but \nppeas'd; and 'therefore'he 
thought it reaſonable. he ſhould be tender d all ſuitable: 
Satisfaction, aubich yet." be refusd t accept, then 
ow oO wover, 
Henry. conſidering thut this Civil Piſſention in 
France might prove at good Advantage to him; and 
tho' it would not look well in him openly ta encourage 
a Murderer, yet on the other Hand, that it Would be 
impolizick to neglect his own Intereſt, ſends twelye: 
hundred Archers and Spearmen under the Command of 
the Earl of Arundel, and many Men at Arms, who 
join'd the Duke of Burgundy, who lay at. Arras with 
tifteen thouſand Fleming and Picards. The Duke of 
Orleans having put a Gariſon in St. Clou, the Engliſh. 
belieg'd it and took it, and a good Number of Priſon- 
ers, which the Duke of Bur gundy bought of them, they 
nat ſuſpecting his Deſign; tor, contrary. tothe Law of 
Arms, he put them all to Death. This crue}. and un- 
generous Action much diſturbed the Engliſh. Soon at- 
ter the Armies of the two Dukes had a Skirmiſh, and 
the Englib having again the upper Hand, got a great 
many Priſoners, whom, the Duke of Buargundy, want- 
ing either Money or Will to redeem, would have per- 
ſuaded the Engliſb to put to Death; but the Engl 
boldly anſwer'd, that they would not be guilty of ſuch 
a Breach. of the Law of Arms, as he had been, and 
would rather die themſelves, than any of their Priſon» 
L I > AJ | cl 
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honld, but they would keep them for Ranſom, 13 Hen. Iv: 
After this Engagement, the Duke of Orleans finding his. 


Party too weak for that of the Duke of Burgunay, they 
withdrew themſelves into the mountainous Part of the 
Country; whereupon the Duke of Bargandy ſent the 
Ewlifþ home with Rewards and Thanks. 


he Parliament met at M eſtimiuſter about the Begin» Tenth Per; 


ning of November,. but nothing Was enacted of great" 
Moment; but ſoon after the riſing of it, the King 


made his Sons, the Lord Thomas of Lancaſter, who was Some new 


Lord Steward of England and Earl of Aumerle, Duke 
of Clarence, John, Duke of Bedford, and Humfrey, Duke 
of Cloceſter; and his Brother Thomas Beaufort, Earl of 

The Party of the Duke of Orleans had now no other 
Refuge left for their Relief, but the King of Exgland, 
who, as he had been engag'd on the Side of the Duke 
of Burgundy, yet being now free from any Obligations 
to him, might by fair and advantageous Propoſals be 
won over to his Side. He therefore fent into Exgland 
ſome Perſons, who in the Name of himſelf and his 
Confederates, who were the Dukes of B 


that if the King of Eagland as Lord of Guienne would 
defend and ſuccour them, until they had executed Juſtice 
won the Duke of Burgandy for the Murder committed 
upon the late Duke of Orleans. Secondly, that if he 
ſhould give this Aſſiſtance till all the Loſſes which they 
and their Friends had ſuffer'd upon this Occaſion, were 
repair'd. Thirdly; that if he ſhould help to ſettle the 
Peace and Quiet of the Realm, c. then they offer 
their Bodies to de employ'd againſt all Men for the 
dervice of the King of England, ſaving their Allegiance 
to their own Sovereign. Secondly, their Sons, Daugh- 
ters, Nephews, and Neices, and all other their Kindred 
in Marriage at the King of England's Pleaſure. Third- 
ly, their Caſtles, Towns, Treaſure and all their Goods 
to be at his Service. Fourthly, their Friends, the Gen- 
tlemen of France, the Clergy and rich Burghers; who 
were all on their Side as by Proof ſhould appear. Fi- 
nally, they offer to him the Dukedom of Gaſcony intire, 
and in as full a Manner. as ever it had been enjoy'd by 
bis Predeceſſors; ſo that they themſelves will hold and 
knowledge to hold = 9 in thoſe Parts 

b 2 7 


r bard 3 tog 
ou, an enſon, an art Or Armumacy, and Others, om | 
offer'd him the following Articles and Covenants: F ir(t, Puke wy 
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1412. Jy of the King of Euglaud, and deliver all they can into 


ens Poſſeiſion, and do their utmoſt to conquer the reſi wh 
for him; only deſiring that the Duke of Berry might WM grack 

hold the Country of Pouthien during his Life, and the vim, t. 

Duke of Orleans the County of Azgoleſm for his Life, King f 

and the County of Perigart for ever, and the Earl of m- 
Arminiach four Caſtles upon certain Conditions. Tbeſe dis Cri 
The King Offers prevail'd and Forces were ordered to aſſiſt the the C: 
_ with Duke of Orleans, which were ſent into Normandy, oletly 
Ms... But in the mean Time a Peace was concluded between Fo to 
| the Dukes of Burgundy and Orleans; for which Cauſe, Tranf: 
and the latter not coming to receive them , according ſuch C 

to Appointment, the Exgliſp fell to plundering the Mer by 
Country to ſatisfy themſelves, till the Duke of Orleay Prank, 
ſhould ſee them paid. Which being done, the Englþ rrejudi 
marched into Winter Quarters in Aquitain, about! 
Prince . King Henry having reduced his Kingdom into a calm only c 
24 © Condition, and Prince Henry being eas'd from the En- nate 
Iu ployment of the Help Wars, and being of an ade bout hi 
and brisk Spirit, fell as eagerly upon the Sports and Will ge car. 
Pleaſures, which uſually debauch the Minds of Youth King | 
in Times of Leiſure, as he had been bold and adven- . n 

tutous in Feats of War. He had been formerly a Stu- pur his 
dent in Queens College in Oxford, under his Uncle his Pa 
Henry Beaufort Chancellor of that Univerſity; and a. dis edc 
terwards being removed to Court, was committed to 4 05 
the Government of the Earl of Worceſter. His Cari- by as f 
age and Behaviour had been all along, ſuch as had rai provid 
ſed the Hopes of the whole Kingdom concerning him: made | 

But being now arrived to the Age of twenty four Years, Hole, 

he ran into many Courſes unworthy of a Prince, ſo Collar 
that it ſeem'd very doubtful how he would prove, when thus x 
he came to the Throne. He kept a Court ſeparate of No 
from his Father, maintain'd a princely Port and Mag: to be a 
nificence, but ran into vitious Exceſſes. His Palace of him 
was like a Camp, Multitudes gf Perſons flock: W He an 
ing thither, either to pleaſe the Prince's Genius, ot ject, 
to gratity their own; he pleaſed himſelf more in Danc- WI Comn 
ings, Mulick, Revellings and Maskings, than ever he had be 
had done in Man-like Feats of Arms. It is re orted, he was 
that he lay in wait for the Receivers of his Fathers him cc 
Revenues, and ſet upon them, and rob'd them in 7 impruc 
Perſon of a Highway-Man. After that, when one 0 his Dj 
his Aſſociates was arraign'd for Felony, before de "ge: 

Lotd chief Juſtice, he went to the King's Bench * by the 
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4 
ind attempted to take away the Priſoner by F orce; but 13 Hen. Iv. 
the Judge not ſuffering him, he ſtept up to him, and. 
track him over the Face. Upon this, the Judge told He affront; 


him, that this Affront was not to himſelf, but to the * Judge. 


King his Father, in whoſe Place he fat, wherefore he 
commanded him to Priſon, to make him ſenfible of 
his Crime. The Prince, tho” he had been ſo violent in 
the Caſe of his Friend, very calmly ſubmitted, and 
quietly obeyed the Judge's Sentence, and ſuffer'd him- 
ſelf to be carried to Priſon. The King hearing of this 
Tranſaction was well pleas'd, that he had a Fadge of 
ſuch Courage, and a Son of ſo much Submiſſion; ſo 
that he look'd upon this Action, but as a youthful 
Prank, or a Sally of Paſſion, and did not eſteem it as 
prejudicial to himſelf and Realm; till ſome who were 


about him, and who were Enemies to the Prince, not Prince Hen. 
only complainꝰd of his Lewdneſs and Exceſſes, but in- 3 


ſinuated to him, that tho' he drew ſuch a Multitude a- 
bout him, under a Shew of Sports and Paſtimes, yet 
he carried on a ſecret Deſign of depoſing him. The 
King was ſo influenc'd by theſe Inſinuations, that he 
temov'd him from being Preſident of the Council, and 
put his Brother into his Place. The Prince perceiving 
bis Father's Diſpleaſure, was very deſirous to recover 
his good Opinion; but finding it impraQicable, ſolon 
as his Accuſers had his Father's Ear, he attempted it 
by as ſtrange a Way, as he had loſt it. For, having 
provided himſelf with a rich Satin Suit of Cloaths, 
made full of Oylet Holes, the Needle hanging at every 
Hole, he put it on, and on his Arm wore a Hound's 
Collar ſet full of 8 S and Tyrets of Gold: And being 
thus apparelled, and attended with a great Train 
of Nobles, he went to his Father's Palace, and defir'd 
to be admitted into his Preſence. The King demanded 
of him the Cauſe of his ſtrange Dreſs and Appearance. 
He anſwer'd to this effect, that being not only his Sub- 
jet, but his Son, and in all Things obedient to his 
Commands, yet ſince by falſe Suggeſtions, his Majeſty 
had been induc'd to ſuſpe@ his Affections towards him, 
he was come to rectify his Miſapprehenſions, and to give 
him convincing Proofs of his Loyalty; yet ſince he had 
imprudently, tho* not deſignediy, rais'd Suſpicions of 
his Diſloyalty in his Mind, he there tendred his Life as 
forfeited to his Majeſty : Adding, that he had that Day 
by the Chriſtian Preparation of an humble Confeſſion 
Dd 3 and 


iſloyalty. 
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1413-, and receiving the Sacrament, prepar'd himſelf to be niade 
* a Sacrifice; and therewithal reaching his Dagger to his 
Father, he added, I humbly beg of your Majeſty, tha 
you would make his Dagger an Taftranent of eaſi 
Grief and your Fears, by thruſting it into my Heart; for i 
is as little Comfort for me to enjoy Life, as it can be to yy 
io have ſuch an undutiful Son; and if you ſhall vouch to 
do it, I do here in the Preſence of your Nobility, freeh 
forgive you, and will in the Preſence of God and all hy 
Angels, in the laſt Fudgment acquit you of the Guilt i 
He is recon- m Blood. By this, an more to the ſame Purpoſe 
ie hacer the King was ſo moy'd wth Affection toward thePrince 

that he blam'd his own Credulity, promiſing him upon 
his Honour, never to harbour any Jealouſies concern- 

ing him for the future. | 
. King Henry, being reconcil'd to his Son, and having 
Peace both at Home and Abroad, ſpent his Time in 
Acts of Charity and Piety, and in providing for the 
Safety and Welfare of his People, but liv'd not long to 
enjoy the Fruits of his Happineſs ; for having kept his 
As bn. C riſimas at Eltham in Kent, and labouring under an 
Aͤpoplectic Diſtemper, being a little recovered, he r- 
| paired to London about Candlemas, to hold a Parliament, 
The Deſign of this Seſſion ſeems to have been, chil 
to furpiſh him with Money for a Cruſado, deſigning to 
take a Voyage to the Holy-land in the Spring; but be- 
ing worſhiping at St, Edward's Shrine, to take hi 
Leave in Order to his Journey to Fernſalem, he was 
ſuddenly taken with an Apoplexy ; and being remoy'd 
thence into a Chamber belonging to the, Abbot of 
Weſtminſter, and laid on a Pallat before the Fire, he 
recovered his Senſes, and finding himſelf in a ſtrange 
Place, he enquired where he was? And being told, he 
Was in the Abbot's Houle in a Chamber called Jeraſa- 
lem, he then ſaid, Lord have Mercy upon me, for this 
is the Feruſalem, where a Sooth-ſayer told me 1 muſt 
die; and accordingly he made ſuitable Preparations for 
his Death, And firſt calling for the Prince, he had ſe- 
veral Diſcourſes with him, as his Sickneſs would give 
Leave. He ſaid,T hat he had great Fears that after his Death, 
his Brother the ale of Clarence would contend with hin 
fur the Crown, becauſe the was . Maw of i ambitin 
| you's and daring Courage, and wauld reach at the big 
Dignity, by-which the Nation would fall into great tt 
Series ; and when he thought of this, ' he repented _ 
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Majeſty might long continue. with them to rule them both; 
but if God had ſo order'd it, that he fhonld ſucceed him 
n the Government of the Realm, he would honour and 
he his Brethren above ail Mer, Jo long as they fhould 
continue true and faithful Subjects; but if any of them 

ould conſpire or rebel againſt him, he would execute 
Juſtice upon them with as much Severity, as upon any 
if his other Subjects. The King hearing this Anſwer, 


was well pleaſed at his Son's Reſolution and Courage, 


and proceeded to give him pious Admonitions and In- 
tructions for governing this Realm: Saying, & 


407 


I; had ever meddled with the.Crown. The Prince anſ- 14 Hen. Iv. 
wer'd, 7 hat it mas, his earneſt Prayers to God, that his "WW 


Son, The King's 


when it ſhall pleaſe God 10 call me to go the Way of all Advice to 


Fleſh, to thee, as my Sou and Heir, I ſhall leave my 
Crown and Realm; and I adviſe thee not to take it as 


n Honour, to puff up thy: Mind with Pride, but as a 


Burthen and Charge to provide for the Good and Safety 
if all Perſons in the Realm : For as the Heart in the mid 
if the Body, adminiſters Heat and Nouriſbment to the 


whole, ſo muſt a King in this Realm, provide for the 


God and Safety of all. Let it then bethy continual Care 
1 adminiſter all Things well for the Encouragement of 
Virtue and Diligence, and the Puniſhment of Vice and 
Sin, and then the People will be obedient ro thee, and 
ready at all Times to WT thee, Go before thy People in 
true Piety and Devotion, aud what thou wouldeſt have 
thy Hubjecks be, be thou firſt thy ſelf ; for thy Example 
will make thy Subjects count it an Honour to be Good. 


fear God, and dread him above all Things, be zealous . 


for his , and diſcountenance all Atheiſm and Pro- 
phaneneſs. Aſcribe all thy fortunate Actions to him, and 
kt bim havg the Praiſe of whatever Good befalls thee ; as 
Vickory over thy Enemies, the Fidelity of thy Friends, 
0bedience of thy Subjedts, Greatneſs of thy Power, Ri- 
ches and Honour, and Number of thy Children; think 
wt thy-own Deſert, but God's Goodneſs the Cauſe of all 
theſe Things to thee. But above all 2 adminiſter 
Juſtice equally and impartially ; for the Health of . 

Body and Soul, aud of thy Kingdom, depends upon the 
due Execution of it. Dag not to do Julbice till to Mor- 


nu, if thou canſt do it to Day, leſt God for thy unjuſt 

Delays, do Juſlice on thee in the mean Time, and take 

thine Authority from thee. Pup Bribery ſeverely, re- 

lieve the oppreſſed, act vindicate the wronged, pro- 
4 


tect 
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fig tet rhe religious, and love the virtuons: Co halt th 

tai the Favorr of God, and Love of oy {We _ 

' Have a floarifſhing'and proſperoms Reign here on Earth Cont 

und an e verlaſling Reward in eaven.. Having becat 

made an End of giving his Son this Adviee, he dis- Hatte 

miſs'd bim with his Bleffing ; and finding him. Rich, 

- Felf to grow every Moment weaker, he commanded migh 

* his Crown to be ſet upon his Pillow, that when he died 

the Prince of Males his Son might have it, as his right 

Heir. Ar length his Fits came on very thick, and ſo 

violent, that he was often thought to be dead, and in 

one of them, the Prince took the Crown from the 

Pillow to ſecure it: But he coming to himſelf again, 

and as he was accuſtom'd in every Interval to look for 

it, he asked' who had got it, and called for it again. Be- 

ing told the Prince had taken it, he ardered him to come 

before him, and with ſome Warmth faid to him, Sor, 

why doſtthoa thus miſuſe me? | he Prince replied, Sir, 

. 10 me, aud all Men preſent, yon ſeemed dead in thi 

WMWMorld; wherefore I as your next Heir 2 tool it 

as my own, and not as yours; but fince I claim mo Right 

to it, but from and after your Deceaſe, therefore I re. 

ſtore it to you again, and God Almighty give you many 

Days to enjoy it. The King replied, Well fare you with 

it my Son: And fetching a deep Sigh, added, Wh 

Right" had to it, God knoweth. Well, replied the 

Prince, if you die King, I will mherit the Crown, and 

truſt I ſpall keep it, with the Sword, againſt all my Ene 

mies, as you have done. Then ſaid the King, I commit 

alltad God, and adviſe you to do well. Then turning to 

His Death. the Walt, he expired the 20% Day of March, in the 

: - a7*:Yeariof his Age, after a politick active and victo- 

rious Reign of thirteen Years, five Months, and twen- 

ty. one Days; and being carried by Water to Fever 

N Teen Corps was magnificently interred at Car 
rerum. th f 71 * A 


Nis Charae- obe Perſon of a middle Stature, well propor- 
* tioned and compact, but had far greater Endow ments of 
Miad thay Body; for as he was of great Strength and 
Ngimy, skilful in Arms, aud of quick Diſpatch; ſohe 
was ready at Invention, forwardjin Attempt, courage 
dus in. Exeeution, ad generally Tottunnte in the E- 
vent. klis Bxpences were liberal: and honourable, but 
not beyond the Meaſure af his Receipts; he was cou. 
teous and affable to all; in all Chatiges of Naas — 
inte ah. mu 
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ach the Tame Man, never dejected in Adverſity; nor 14 Hen: Tv. 
— ſecure in Proſperity ; he was not elated by the: 


Continuance of his Reign, but in the latter End of it 
decame ſo mild and gentle, that it had almoſt worn out all 
Hatred born him, upon the Account ofjthe Death of Ning 
Richard. He had all the Qualifications of a great an 

mighty Prince, and by bis Vigour and Manage- 
ment, ſurmounted infinite Difficulties. His great 
Error was, his Ambition of human Glory, which 
cauſed him to wade thro? Seas of Blood; but it was 
Neceſſity rather than Cruelty, that made him ſevere. 


Indeed he was nevęr lov'd, tho* he was really a ve 


good Prince, becauſe the Occaſions of State requir 
reat Taxes. [However Succeſs ſo attended his Un- 
— Toberg that he died a Victor over all his Enemies 
Abroad and at Home, and laid the Foundation of his 
Son's Greatneſs, in whoſe Reign the Eugliſh Power 
was got to its greateſt Height and Grandeur. | 


He had four Sons, and two Daughters, but all by His of. 
his firſt Wife the _ oy; Daughter and Co-heir ſpring 
Earl o 


of Humphry Bohun, Hereford, who died be- 
fore he came to the Crown; for he had no Iſſue by his 
ſecond Wife, Foauna de Navarre, the Widow of 


John de Mouutfort Duke of Bretagne. 


His eldeſt Son Heury Prince of Wales, and Earl of 
Cheſter, ſacceeded him in the Throne, and prov'd the 
Glory of our Ezg:ſp Kings, as in his Lite will ap- 


pear. 

His fecond Son, Thomas Plautagenet, he made Duke 
of Clarence, He married Margaret, the Daughter of 
Thomas Holland Earl of Kent, and Widow of Jobn 


Beaufort Earl of Pontfrack. He was flain at Bongy 


Bridge in France, by the Duke of Orleans, 

His third Son John, he made Duke of Bedford, Ear! 
.of Richmond, and Lord of Kendal; he married two 
Wives, viz. Anne the Daughter of Jobn Duke of Bur- 


-1C gong , and Foquelize the Daughter of Peter Earl of St. 
Paul, who out - lived him. „ bn 
His fourth Son Hamphry he created Duke of Glo- 
| fer, he was in very great Honour in the Time of his 
Nephew Henry VI. it 
Grace of God, Brother and Uncle to Kings, e of 
Cloceſter, Kennault, Holland, * 
Pembroke, Lord of Freezlaud, great 


yling himſelf Humphry by the 


and Earl of 
hamberlain of 


England, Protector of the Realm, and Defender of the 
| Charch 


410  _" [The-Hifo of ENGLAND. 
1413. Church of Exg/and. He had two Wives, but wa 
WY MW happy in them both; the one being divorced for ** 
contract, and the other infamous for Sorcery and Pol. 
ſoning ; hut he had no Iſſue by them. He was found 
murthered in his Bed, at St. Edmund's-bury in Huf 
and was buried at St. Albans in Hertfordſhire. , 
- His two Daughters, Bench. and Philippa, were mar. 
ried in his Life-time, the former to the Dake of Baus. 
ria, and the latter to the King of Denmark, but both 
died without Iſſue. "alt 037.61; 1 
Sir Richard In this King's Reign, lived Sir Richard Mbittingem 
Whitting= Mayor of London, who built a College in the City, with 
:on's Adds. 188 Allowances for divers poor People. 
He built the Gate in Londen ee above half 
of St. Berthelpwew's Hoſpital in Smzbfield, and a Library 
ia the Gray Fryars, now called Chrift's Holpital, He!alſo 
erected a great Part of the Eaſt-end of Gail ll, and 
a Chapel adjoining to it, and a Library for the keep- 
ig the Records of the City; and died, much loyed 
and lamented, for his noble and pious Ads. 
Dai ane, al Gin 
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— HE NR?! firnam'd of Monmoutb, becauſe he was 
ſucceeds his L & born there, when his Father Henry IV. was Duke 
Father. of Herford, and refided in thoſe Parts; ſucceeded 
him in the 2060 Year of his Age, by Right of Inheri- 

ritance. He had given Proofs of his Love for Vit- 

tue and*Learning' while he was at Oxford, of his Cour- 

age and Co in the Batre? at Shrewsbwry, and the 

2 Wars; but the Liberties which he had allow'd 

Himfelf à littſe before his Father's Death, and the Ex- 
travaganeies of himſelf and Companions, had / brought 

dme Blemiſh upon his former good Inclinations; Jet 

as if all Men had foreſeen that the Change of bis Con- 

dition  warld have work'd as great a Change in his 
Manners; they gave him more than nſual -Peſtimo- 
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nies of their intire Confidence; in that both Lords and 1 Hen. v. 


Commons on the 24* of March, offered to ſwear \ 
Allegiance to him, which was neither paid nor required 
before the Coronation, or taking the cuſtomary Oath to 
overn according to Law. The King would by no 
cans accept of their Tenders till he was crown'd, 
but gave them hearty Thanks for their good Affecti- 
ons: Saying, That he earneſtly fare at God would 
not ſuffer him to be crown'd, or admit him to the Govern- 
ment of the Nation, but as he ſhould rule well, for his 
Glory, and the Good and Proſperity of his Subjects; which 
if 2 did foreſee that he ſhould not do, he deſir d be 
world rather take him to his Mercy, than permit him 
to live aud reign, to be a publick Calamity ts his Coun- 


-- The Coronation was performed on the g of Heis crown- 
pril, 


by Thomas Arundel Archbiſhop of Canterbury; ed King. 


which proving a very ſtormy Day, gave Occaſion for 
diverſe ſuperſtitious Obſervations. e immediately be- 

a Reformation both of himſelf and Court, and 
ummoning his old Companions and Servants, gave 
them ſuch — as were due for their former Servi- 
ces: Telling them, That if they would reform their 
Manners as he had begun, and was reſolved to hold on, 
they might continue in their Places, and ſhould upon 
that Account be more in his Favonr ; but if any of them, 
would ſtill perſiſt in their evil Actions, he forbad them 
his Court, and charged them upon pain of Death, not to 
come within ten Miles of the Place where he reſided. In 
the next place, he choſe himſelf a Council of the gra” 
veſt and wiſeſt of his Nobility ; and removing fuch 
Judges, or other Officers of the Crown, which were 
either known, or ſuſpected to be guilty of corrupt Prac- 
tices, he filled up their Places with others, as eminent 
for their Integrity as Knowledge. And that his Sub- 
jects might have free and impartial Juſtice, according 
to the Example of his Father, it was his Cuſtom every 
Day for an Hour or more after Dinner, leaning on a 
Cuſhion, to receive Petitions, to hear the Complaints 
of his Subjects, and redreſs them. He alſo ſent out 
his Injunctions to the Clergy, commanding them as 
they tendered his Diſpleaſure, not only to preach the 
Word of God diligently and fincerely to the People, 
but to be Examples of Piety and Holineſs themſelves. 
As for inferiour Magiſtrates, he employed only ſuch, 
25 he knew to be Men of loyal Principles, in, 

© 
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147. the Laws and of Probity and Sobriety; forbidddi 
WY ppon his higheſt Diſpleaſure, all Adulteries, commo; 
Swearing, Drunkenneſs, and Perjury. | 
His Piety to- The King having thus provided for the Happineſs of 
Body = a the Nation, began to ſhew his Diſpoſition to Fiery 26 
King Rich-it was eſteemed in thoſe Days; for his Father in his 
£4. nd Sickneſs, being touched in Conſcience for depofing 
dir lil — Richard, and Ig his Death, had lent to 

the Pope for Abſolution, in Order to which the Pope 

had enjoined this Penance : That ſince he had deprived 

"King Richard of his bodily Liſe, and earthly Honour, he 

Fol by the continual Prayers of the Church, cauſe hit 

Soul to live for ever, in heavenly Glory. But he being 

by Death prevented from performing it, King Henry te- 

mov'd his Body from Langley in Hertfordſhire, where 

it had been too meanly interred, and in great State laid 

him enſhrin'd, by Queen Anz, in Weſtminſter Abbey, and 

ordered a Dirige to be ſung weekly for his Soul, anda 

9 the next Day, and both a weekly and annual Di 
ſtribution of Money to the Poor. Four Wax Tapers were 

to burn upon his Tomb Day and Night; and that the Guil 

of his Father's Sins might not cleaye unto him, he is ſaid 

to have undergone a ſtri&t Penance himſelf, and tohare 
founded three religious Houſes; one of Ciſtertin 
Monks at Sheze, one of Nuns of S:. Bridger, which 

he called Sion, and an Houſe of Obſeryants, which he 

called Berblehem, both at Richmond, 1 10 60 
—— The Parliament met after Eaſter; and the Convoes- 
Sir John tion of the Clergy being conven'd at the ſame Timeac- 
Olzzafle, cording to Cuſtom, Archbiſhop Arundel, having by 
Lord . twelve Inquiſitors ſent out the Year' before, made afvll 
caſed of He- Collection of the principal Doctrines and Opinions 
reve, maintain'd by the Lollards, and diſcovered the chief 
Maintainers and Upholders of them; the: Clergy ac. 
ceuſed Sir Jobn Oldcaſtle Lord Cohbam, of "Va 
ie, in maintaining ſeveral - of © Mictlif's Opinions, 
and propagating them in the Dioceſes of London, Rr 
cheſter and Hereford, The King being incenſed by the dug 
geſtions of the Archbiſhop againſt the Lollardt, that they 
: had ſet up Bills-in-diverſe Places; threatning, that a hun. 
dred thouſand Men were ready to take up Arms againſt 
all that oppoſed their Reformation; and the Lord Co- 
bam being a Nobleman very much endeared to the King 
by his excellent Qualities, he therefore took upon hin 
10 confer with him kimſelf, and admoniſned him to t- 
"Ny, | nounce 
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nounce his Opinions, and ſubmit himſelf to the Church 1 Hen. v. 
ind Obedience of the Biſhop. The Lord Cobham \ Wo 


thanked his Majeſty for his Kindneſs and Favour, - and 
returned him this Anſwer, That by the Law of God 
he owed Obedience to no Perſou on Earth but himſelf, 
who was his matural Prince, aud God's Vicegerent; 
and to his lawful Commands he would readily ſub- 
mit at all Times : But as for the Pope aud bis Hie- 


rarchy, he owed them neither Suit nor Service; and 
therefore would pay them none, becauſe. he knew him + 


10 be the Autichrift, and them to be the: Abomination 

ing in the boly Place, | by the Deſcription given 
lem in Scripture. The King being ſomewhat offend- 
ed with this reſolute Reply, diſmiſſed him, and re- 
preſented it to the Biſnop, with Power to cite, exa- 
mine, and puniſh him, according to the Canons of the 
Church 


urch. | | | 
The Archbiſhop did not defer to put it immediately Lord c. 
excommum 


in Execution, and accordingly ſent his Summoner 
to cite him perſonally to appear at his Court; but 
he not daring to deliver his Summons to him, he 
cauſed a Citation to be ſet upon the Doors of the Ca- 
thedral Church of Rocheſter. The Lord Cobbam would 
not appear according to the Summons; but fearing, leſt 
the Malice and Fury of the Archbiſhop ſhould engage the 
King againſt him, drew up the Sum of his Faith in 
Writing, according to the Senſe of the Apoſtles Creed, 
and preſented it to the King; but the King refuſed to 
receive it, and ſuffered him to be cited, even in his 
own Preſence, and arrefted. The Lord Cobham alledged, 
that the Archbiſhop was his avowed Enemy; and there- 
fore ought not to be his Judge; yet if the King ſaw fit, 
he would juſtify himſelf by fingle Combat, either per- 
ſonally againſt any Man living, Chriſtian or Heathen, 
as to the Truth of his Faith, the King and his Coun- 
eil only excepted; or with an hundred Knights or Eſ- 
quires on each Side: But theſe Offers would not be 


accepted; and ſo he was obliged to appear before the 


Archbiſhop, and his Suffragans; where, at diverſe Exa- 
minations, he anſwered with that Courage and Strength 
of Reaſon, that the whole Convocation was at a Loſs, 
how. to reply. But notwithſtanding all he could ſay, 
he was condemned for a Heretick, and ſent a Priſoner 


to the Lower; but he ſoon made an Eſcape thence for Herety- 


into Male. In this Synod the Archbiſhop. enacted, _ 
e 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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14.3. the holy Scripture ſhould not be tranſlated into the Eng- 
I Tongue. Not long after, his Tongue, as it jx 
id, While he was pronouncing the Sentence of Er- 
communication and Condemnation againſt the Lord 
Cobbam, ſwelled at ſuch an exceſſive Rate, that it de. 
prived him. wholly of his Speech, and ſoon after of his 
ife, not being able to ſwallow-Meat or Drink, ſo tha 


A pretended: The King kept bis. Chriſtmat at Eltham in Kent, and 


Conſpiracy on Twelfth: Day Information was brought him, that 
— * Sir Jahn Olacaſtle Lord Cobham, and his — to 
rd the Number of twenty thouſand, were aſſembled in 
pare St. Gales's Fields, to deſtroy the Monaſtery of Vel. 
minſter, the Cathedral of St. Pauli, and all the Reli- 

gious Houfes in London. Upon this the King went 

thither with a great Army, about Midnight, and there 

finding about eighty Men, he fell upon them, ſlew a. 

bout twenty, and took the reſt. Priſoners; the chief 
of whom were Sir Roger Actor, John Broum Eſq: 
Juobn Beverly, a Preacher, and one Morby a Malſter; 

fo that this meeting ſeems to have been nothing elle 

but a religious Aſlembly for the Worſhip of God, 

which, : becauſe the Lollards could no where ſafely en- 

joy, for fear of their Adverſaries, they were conſtrain- 

ed: like the firſt Chriſtians under Perſecrtion, to cele- 

brate in the Night, in Woods and Thickets, and ſuch 

was St. Giles Fields at that Time. However ſome 

of them. confeſſing they came there to meet the Lord 

Cebham, tho? it is certain he was not there, they were 
condemned as Rebels; thirty of them were hanged, 

and ſeven burnt in St. Giles's Fields; and Sir Jahn Adon 

hanged and buried under the Gallows; and. ſo this ima- 

ginary Plot was ſuppreſſed. | Bf 
HlerryChiche- Upon the Death of Archbiſhop Arundel, Henry 
gcrolen Chicheley, a violent Oppoſer of the Lollards, was by 
Archbiſhop. 1, 
the King, and the Monks of Canterbury, elected their 
Archbithop; but he politickly refuſed to accept the Of- 

fice, till he had the Pope's Conſent: and Confirmation, 

who, tho' he was at firſt diſpleaſed that they had pro- 

The King ceeded ſo far without his Directions, yet was after- 

—＋ de wards: pacified by ſome Gratifications. 

Northum- King Henry hearing of the miſerable Condition of 
berland's Henry Piercy, Son to Henry ſirnamed Hozſpar, and 


2 Heir to the Earldom of Northumberland; who was car- 


and Eſiate. Tied into Scotland to be educated, but was after * 
x J 
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wutly given to religious Perſons ( amounting to three hun- King ie 

dred and twenty two. thouſand Marks . yearly,, aud be- che Tempo- 

fer the ſaid. Sum, diverſe religious Houſes, poſſeſſed as Huhn,, 

nany: Temporalities, as would maintain fifteen: thonſand 

Prieſts. and Clerks, allowing to each man ſeven Marks 

lar) were diſorderly conſumed and ſpent, at well to 

the Diſbonour of God and Religion, as the Prejudice of - 

religions Perſons themſelves, which might be much better 

employed for the Safety of the Realm and Relief of tbe 

Pr; they: beſought the King to take the ſaid Reve- 

nues into his Hands, and to _——_— them to the Advan- 

tage of himſelf and the Nation. The King ſeeming in- 

clinable to acquieſce with this Petition, it put the Clergy + 

Into a great Ferment, ſo that Hall ſays, The fat Abbots be- 

gan to ſweat, the proud Priors to frown, the poor Fryars to 

curſe, and the filly Nuns to weep, leſt their Babel ſhould 

now be utterly demoliſhed. Therefore to avert the im- 

de Storm, it was politickly contrived by Archbi- 

ſhop Chichely, and others, to find the King ſome other 

Employment; and accordingly, in a full Parliament, 

he with much Eloquence ſet forth the King's Title to 

the Crown of Fraxce, to this Effect, That King | wy were 

n being a Prince ſo well qualitied with Piety, Cou- Cl 

Urige, and wiſe Conduct, to govern, not only a ſmall-couraging 

" Iſland, but the whole World, it would be a great d 

* Shame if the Exgliſb ſhould ſuffer his Power to be with France. 
| con- 
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1414. © confined within narrower Limits than Nature and 
Providence had given him; that tho' indeed Kin 


« Hepxry ruled only England and Ireland, at pre 
6e 7er 0 Dutchies * — and 4 _ 
« the Countries of Anjou, Gaſcoigne and Maine in 
« France, did by antient Inheritance belong to the 
Crown of England; and the whole Kingdom of 
France was really and truly his, as Heir to King Ed. 
* ward the third, his Grandfather, who bravely at- 
« tempted to conquer by Arms, what he could not ob- 
« tain by a jult Treaty; That his Majeſty had the fame 
« Title to demand that Crown, and the ſame Reaſons 
“ to denounce War upon a Refuſal; That tho' Phi- 
« lip de Valors had poſſeſſed himſelf of that Kingdom, 
« upon a pretended fundamental Law, called the Sa- 
lic Law; and the French would oppoſe their imagi- 
« nary Salick Law againſt that Claim, yet that Law 
4 had been unjuſtly pleaded, to bar the Kings of Exg- 
„ and, from their Inheritance; That the Law was 
« made by Charles the Great, when he conquered the 
« Parts of Germany between the Rivers Elbe and Sala, 
„ where having obſerved the Women to be very lewd 
« and voluptuous, and conſequently unfit to govern; 
« therefore he made a Law wherein was this Term, 
« in terram Salicam mulieres ne ſuccedant, that in theſe 
Countries no Woman ſhould rule; That as to the 
« Pretence of the French, that it was made by Pbara- 
« nnd, it was evident there was no Mention made of 
« it in Hiſtory, till four hundred Years after: But what 
« ſignified this Law to the French Nation, unlels they 
« could prove their Country to be ſituated beween thoſe 
« two German Rivers? That the French never made it any 
« Bar in a Succeflion of their own ; for it manifelty 
« appeared, that the Title of the great Pepin, the Claim 
 «@ of Hugh Capet, the Potlefſion of Lewis the Saint, 
« and of all the French Kings to that Day, were de- 
« rived from Female Heirs ; ſo that the Name of the 
« Salick Law was but a Shift to debar the Exgliſt 
« Kings from their Claim to the Crown of France: 
« But ſuppoting it to be granted, that ſuch a Law had 
« always been obſerved, yet it was contrary to the 
« Laws of God, and Cuſtoms of all Nations : But if 
« his Majeſty would extend his juſt Arms into the Bow. 
«K els of France, there was no true Eng! man, but 
« would be ready to W Life and Fortunes * 
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« the Service of, ſ6 great a King; and in full Perſua- 


« ſſon of the Juſtice and Succefs of the War, the Cler- 
« oy, beſides.their Prayers, would affiſt him with ſuch 
« Supply of Money for that End, as no King be- 
« fore him had ever received; and he did not doubt, 
« but the Laity, by their Example, would contribute 
a their Proportion.” ; | 

This Oration hai 
ment unanimouſl agr | 
Afitance, for the Recovery of Frauce; and the King 
himſelf being inflamed* with the Deſires of Victory, 
could think of nothing but Armies and 'Eaurels: The 
Bill againſt the Temporalities of the Clergy was whol- 
ly laid afide, and a Sübſſdy of thirty thouſand Marks 
giren the King to carry on the Wa. 

A War being agreed on, the Method of proceed- 
ing was next debated. The Earl of Veſtmortland, 
thought it moſt requifire, firſt to check the Scbeg the, 
neareſt Enemies; but the Duke of Exeter judged it, 
more proper to begin with France, the Root and Sup- 
port of the other, eſpecially it being at that Time in, 
Deſtraction by the Factions of Bargundy and Orleans. 
While theſe Tin 8 tranſacting in England, Ein- 
balſadors came to King Heu from the two Factions 
before 8 and e him Ray to ahh, 
them, each againſt their Adverſaties, making very large, 
Offers * whom'the King tetürhed this Antiver 7 75 
i wok, fly ford over bis Embaſſudo+t yuto Prätibe, 
ard fignify his Refolutions to both of them, © Accordingly, 
an Embaſſy was diſpatched to that Kingdom, tv 'Kihg , 


Charles: the ſixth, to require of bim, in 4 kene een Embaſſy 
| | | 0 Hich as ſent to 
the Lawful Heir; upon which Condition he would Fe. 


Manner, to furrender the Kingdom of France 


rake his Daughter Katherine to Wife, and indo w flex, 
with all the Dutchies belonging to the Crown of Frante ;, 
bat if King Charles refuſed; he would enter Frazce with, 
Fire and Sword, and either recover his Right, of loſe, 
tis Life. The French King having hedtd che Demagds. 
of the Embaſſadors, * anſwered them in Scorn, Tat, 
their Buſineſs required Deliberation: Aid tie Dauphin 


© 


knowing ſomething of King Heut' effeminate & ate, 


of Life, when he was Prince of Miel, ſent hint bY Way, 


of Derifion, a Tut of Tennis- Ball. E Henry ee 


enraged ar this Lreatment, declared, 2% 4. Ngbt as 
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LYN that he would ſend among them ſuch Bal 


King Henry | 


makes Pre- 
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that He deſ-rved the Reſpect of a Prince from them; and 
0 


ö , as the firong. 
eſt Halit of France ſhould not be able to withſtand. 
The King having gotten his Treaſury pretty wel 


"rarions to furniſhed, ſets about preparing for his Expedition with 


anvade 
France. 


all Haſte imaginable, and having raiſed a very puiſſunt 
Army, hired a great Number of Ships out of 22 
Zealand, and Freizland, to join with his own Flee, 
and provided Engines of Battery of vaſt Bulk and Force, 
he ordeted the Fleet and Army, to rendevouz at South. 
bampton. The French being terrified at theſe Prepu 
ions, ſolicited the Scozs to annoy England, hoping by 
that Means to divert the Storm *. e N Ac 
cordingly the Scots raiſed an Army in order to mike 
Inroads into England; but Sir Robert Humfrevil came 
to an Engagement with them, routed their whole A. 
my, took thtee hundred and ſixty of them Priſoner, 
and with much Spoil got ſafe into Roxboroxgh Calll, 
of which he was Governor, 


dal) Early in the Spring King Henry took a Journey u. 


Southampton, to ſee what Readineſs his Fleet was in; 
and in his Journey News was brought him, that a pom: 
pous Embaſly from the French King was landed a 
over, upon which he retreated to M incheſter, to re 
ceive them. The Chief of the Ambaſſadors was the 
Archbiſhop of Bourges, who with the reſt, were ir 
troduced to King Henry, who in great State was ſitting 
in his Chamber, in Robes of Cloth of Gold, leaning 
on a Cuſhion: His three Brothers, the Dukes of Cle 
| rence, Bedford, and Gloceſter, and his Uncle the Duke 
of Tori, and many other Noblemen ſtanding on hi 
tight Hand, and ſeveral Biſhops on his left, The Arch 


. "biſhop of Bourget, in an eloquent Speech having ſe 


forth the barbarous Cruelties of War, and the Advat- 
tages of Peace, made an Offer of ſeveral Terriiotie 
iu France, together with the Princeſs Katherine, tit 
French King's 8 and a Dowry of eight hunde 
thouſand Crowns in Gold, if King Henry would in 
mediately disband his Army, and conclude a Pee 
The King did not preſently give the Ambaſſadors a 
Anſwer to their Propoſals; but having feaſted them 
royally at his own Table, for ſeveral Days, order 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury to anſwer their Props 


ſals as followeth, That the Dutchies of Aquitain an 
Anjou, with ſeveral Seignories and Donugions, did 1 
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Right belong to his Miſter, the King of England, as 3Hen: v. 


they had formerly done to his royal Progenitors ; and 
hi be was fully reſolved to recover them by Force, as he 
did not doubt but he ſhould be able to do, by the Divine 
Aſiſtance ; yet for Peace Sake, and to avoid the Loſs of 
ſo many Lives, as would probab periſh in the Quarrel, 
he was contented to 47 his Army, and give over bit 
intended Expedition, if their Maſter would reſtore them 
10 bim by 4 Marriage with the Lady Katherine; if wot, 
he would enter France with all his Force; and deſtroy- 
ing the People aud Towns, with Blood, Fire and Sword, 
never deſiſt till he had recovered them, which were his 
antient Right and Patrimony, The King himſelf _ 
preſent, aſſented to what the Archbiſhop had delivered, 
and promiſed pon the Word of a Prince, he would per- 
form it 10 the uttermoſt. The Archbiſhop of Boxrges 
being a lofty Prelate, heard it with Impatience, and 
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with Warmth and Paſſion replied; That his Majeſty, The Embal- 


the moſt Chriſtian King, who. was the moſt renowned, fadors 


mighty and excellent Prince of Europe, without Compe- —_— 


tion, both in Blood, Power, and Preheminence, did 
not a;fer thoſe Things, which he had propounded, out of 
Fear of King Henry, or his Nation, but merely out of 
Compaſſion, to avoid the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood; 
ard ſiace his Propoſals, tho" very advantageous, were de- 


- ſpiſed, God and his Good Subjedts would put an End to 


the Quarrel: And that King Henry was ſo far from 
having a Right to the Crown of France, that he had 
woe to that of England, which belonged to the Heir: 
of King Richard. Afier this, the Embaſſadors defired 
their Paſport to depart. The King bore theſe Inſults 
with great Temper; and with a princely Gravity and 
Mildneſs, told the angry Prelate, That he valued not 
bis Bravadoes ; and as 55 was ſatisfied in his Right, ſo he 
doubted not, but through God's Help he ſhould find Means 
to recover it; That if his Maſter had many Subjeds to 
eſſiſt him, he doubted not to find their Equals in Num- 
ber and Courage among his own, by whoſe Help he would 
make the higheſt Crown in France to ſtoop, and the 
proudeſ# Mitre to kneel. And giving them his Letters 
of ſafe Conduct, bad them go tell their Maſter, That 
within three Months he would enter France, as into his 
lawful Patri ; and by God's Aſſiftance take that by 


Din of $ word, which he unjuſtly detained from bim. 
Eea 


King 


9 


reflect 
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1415 King Henry having diſmiſſed the Embaſſadors, pro- 
WY ceeded in his Journey to Southampton, to view the 
Fleet; and from thence ſent his Purſevant at Arms 
N50 oft the French King with Proteſtations, That it was yy 
the French Avarice, but a juſt Deſign to recover his Rights, tha 
King. moved him to war ; therefore he onge more required hin 
zo reſtore thoſe Provincet, which had been 1 often de- 
manded by his Embaſſadors; That it was only the Fra- 
of God, and Love of Peace, that made him ſo moderat 
in his Demands; That his Deſire was to enjoy a peaceabl; 
Life with that excellent Princeſs, his Daughter ; aud 
therefore would relinquiſh fo thouſand of the Crown, 
. in Marriage with her, but could not do 
hing to the Prejudice of his Right and Honour. The 
The Frew" French King returned an Anſwer to this Effect, Thu 
1 King Henry's Demands were unjuſt, and that it was ve 
repoſterous, to make Love to a 8 1 covered with t 
Blood of her Father's Subjects But ſince hewas reſoly- 
ed _ being his Enemy, and to enter his Dominions in 
an boſtile ner, be ſhould find him prepared to male 
ſuch Oppofition as ſhould eaſily repel him. 
The War with France being unmoveably reſolved 
upon, King Heury doubled his Diligence to have all 
Things ready within the three Months appointed, and 
he went down to Southampton to embark on the laſt 
Day of July; but a dangerons Conſpiracy, which was 
formed againſt him in his Army, being diſcovered, it 
put — to a Stop for a ſmall Time. 
Agreat con- The French King chuſing rather to diſpatch Kin 
ſpiracya= Henry by Treachery, than fight him fairly in the Field, 
1 had with a Million of Gold bribed three Perſons moſt 
, in Favour with the King, viz. Richard, Earl of Cam- 
bridge, Brother to the Duke of York, Lord Scroqp, 
the High Treaſurer, and Sir Thomas Gray, a Privy 
Councellor, either to kill King Henry in his Voyage 
to France, or to deliver him up to him. They to make 
4 the Deſign look the more plauſible, communicated 
it to Edmand Mortimer, the Earl of March, pre- 
tending, that it was to reftore him to his Right, and 
would have him concur with them, or at leaſt, to take 
an Oath of Secrecy. ' The Earl deſired them to allow 
him an Hour's Time to conſider of it, which being 
ranted, he went to the King and diſcovered the whole 
onſpiracy. The King immediately cauſed them = 
: i a . 
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apprehended, and examined before himſelf and ſeveral 3 Hen. v. 
of the Nobility, where confeſſing the whole Plot, the WWW 
King told them, That he could not but with Horroar 0 
think upon their execrable Fact, which not ay tended 

to the Deftradion of his own Perſon, and the Nobles, his 

Fullewers, but to the Rain of the whole Nation, of which 

they were ſo unnatural Sons, as to betray it to their E- 

nemies, by this Treaſon, That as to — he defired 

10 Revenge: But as he was ſupreme Governor of the 

Nation, he looked upon himſelf to be «bliged to inflict the 
Puniſhment upon them, which they had deſerved, for the 

Suſety of his dear Friends, and the Preſervation of the 

whole Nation: Aud thereupon wiſhing them an heart 

Repentance for - their Offences, and Mercy from God, he 
commanded them to be executed; And the Execution 

was performed in the Face of the whole Army. The 

Lord Scroop was drawn, hanged and quarter'd, the Earl 

of Cambridge and Lord Grey beheaded. 

Theſe Conſpirators being puniſhed, the King put for- king Ea 
ward his Expedition, and having called his Nobles to proceeds in, 
him, he repreſented to them the Glory of this Enter- rig 
priſe againſt France, and how much he depended upon 
their Fidelity and Courage, and told them, That the 
Treaſon, which by God's Mercy he had ſo — eſcaped, 
would make him value their Loyalty to him the more, if 
they perſiſted in their Duty, and he would not be forget- 
ful to reward it; and in Confidence of their Firmneſs to 
lim, he was reſolved to —— in his Deſign againſt 
France; and that he would not ouly be a Partner with 
them in all Hazards, but alſo foremoſt in the Danger. 

The Nobles being moved with this generous Declara- 
tion, fell down on their Knees, and promiſed him 
faithfully to ſerve and obey him, and rather die than 
ſuffer him to fall into the Hands of his Enemies. With 
this Encouragement, on Auguſt the ſeventh, the King, 
his two Brothers, the Dukes of Clarence and Gloceſter, 
his Uncle the Duke of York, and a great Body of 
Nobility and Gentry, went on board the Fleet, con- 
liſting of one thouſand five hundred Veſſels, with an 
Amy conſiſting of fix thouſand Men at Arms, and 
twenty four thouſand Archers, beſides Gunners, En- 
gineers, Artificers and Labourers.; and on the fifteenth 
arived at the Mouth of the River Seyne, in France, 
three Miles from Harflear, where he landed his Army, 
Without any Oppoſition ; and falling down on his 

| E282. IKnces, 
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Knees, he deſired God's Aſſiſtance to recover his Right; 


then put forth a Proclamation, forbidding his Soldier; 
upon. Pain of Dcath, to Slander Churches, or Mons. 
ſteries, to abuſe any Prieſt, Woman, or unarmed Per. 
ſon. The next Day he ſent to view Harflear, and 
marching to it, beſieged it on the ſeventcenth: The 
Town being ſtrong, and commodiouſly ſeated between 
two Hills, as well as ſtrongly gariſoned, made a ſtoy 
Reſiſtance. The King poſted his Party on one Hil, 
and his Brother Clarence upon the other; and havin 
commanded the Ships to caſt Anchor as near the 
Town, as they could with Safety, it was beſieged 
both by Sea and Land. The Duke of Gloceſter, why 
carried on the Siege, endeavoured to reduce it with 
all Expedition imaginable, by Mines, battering the 
Walls with Engines, and continual Aſſaults; but the 
Beſieged ſtopping the Courſe of the River, ſo ſwelled 
it, that it became dangerous to the. 8 Camp. 
While the King lay before the Town, he ent a Le- 
ter of Defiance to the Dauphine of France, challeng- 
ing him to a ſingle Combat, that the Lives of ſo ms 
ny Men might be ſpared; upon Condition, that if the 
Dauphine fell in the Encounter, the Crown of Franc, 
and its Dependencies ſhould be ſurrendred to King 
Henry, after the Death of the preſent French King; 
but the Dauphine returned him. no Anſwer, At 
Length the Town being reduced to very great Streights, 
ſolicited the French King for Relief; but not obtaining 


any, they capitulated, and on the twenty ſecond Daj 


and Inhabitants being 


of September, the Goyernour with twenty four Cap 
tains and Burghers, came out of the Town to Kiny 
Henry, who then ſat in his Pavilion, in great State; 
and proſtrating themſelves at his Feet delivered the 
Keys of the Town to him, upon Condition, that it 
no Relief came in five Days, they would ſurrende 
the Town, which they performed accordingly, after 4 
Siege of five Weeks; and King Henry made his En- 
trance into the Town, in a moſt humble Manner, 
walking barefoot through the Streets to the Church 
of St. Martins, where he gave ſolemn Thanks to 
God, for the Proſpe; ty of his Arms, The Soldier, 

uffered to depart, but unarmed; 


the Prey was given to the Soldiers, who inrich'd then 


ſelves with the Spoils of a Place grown opulent by Pi- 
racy: And having made his Uncle Thomas Bengt 
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Farl of Dorſer, Governor, and ſupplied it with a goqd 3 He V- 


Gariſon, he peopled it with Eugliſh, whom he invited 
thither, giving all ſuch Families as would go over, and 

their Children after them, their Dwellings tor nothing, 

which ſo many accepted that the Town was well peo- 

pled with Enghſh in a very ſhort Time, 

And now the Seaſon being far advanc'd, and the king Hay 
King's Army very much weakned, and grown fickly marches to- 
by Iying in the Field, a great many of them dying m— 
the bloody Flux, the King reſolved to ſend the Army 
into Winter-Quarters to Calais: But for the Glory of 
the Exgliſb Name, he reſolv'd not to go by Sea, but to 
march directly through the Enemy's Country. But The French 
the French King ſent the Dauphine and Duke of — a great 
Aquitain, with a conſiderable Force to obſtruct the fg bim. 
Paſſage of the Army, who by continual Skirmiſhes, 7 
breaking down the Bridges, ſtopping up the High-ways, 
and ſtaking the Rivers where they were fordable, and 
conveying their Proviſions out of the Countries where 
the Exgl:/þ were to paſs, had involved them in ſo ma- 
ny Difficulties, that they thought CY and his 
whole Army, would be caught as a Deer in a Toil. 

King Henry (By on his March, deſigning to paſs the 

Somme at Blanchtaque, but that was too well defend- 

ed; then he march'd to Yermes, but that was ſecur'd 

likewiſe; then intending to paſs the River at Pont St. 

Remy, that was likewiſe guarded; ſo he march'd by the 

River Hargeſs, the French Army marching along on the 

other Bank, till paſſing by Amiens, Bowes, and Corbie, 

and hearing that the River was fordable at Bethencourt, 

dy the Remiſneſs of the Gariſon of St. Quintin, he 

paſs'd the River Somme. In this tedious Journey, they He is ex- 
encountred many Difficulties, partly thro' Want of Temely in- 
Victuals, and partly from the Affaults of the Enemies 
from their Gariſons; for tho' the King's great Juſtice 
in reſtraining the Army from pillaging, and in noc 
one who had ſtollen a Pix out of a Church, procur” 
him great Love from the People of the Country, ſo that 
they fold them Proviſions contrary to their own King's 
Prohibition; yet the Supply that came that Way was 
not ſufficient for their Subſiſtence. In this Manner 
King Henry marched till towards the End of October, when 
he came in View of the French Army near Agincourt, 
Where he commanded the Horſemen to alight, and the 
CO e eee whole 
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1415-,, Whole Army to kneel down, and implore the divine AC. 
WY tance to make them victorious. 8 
he French Army under the Command of the Con- 


ſtable, and the Dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, now lying 


between King Henry's Army and the Town of Calais 

He is chal they ſent three Heralds to King Heury with a Challenge 
lenged by the to give them Battle, leaving it to him to fix the Time. 
K The King receiv*d the Heralds very kindly, and ſent 
His Anſwer. tWO Of his own with them to ſignify to the French Ge- 
nerals, hat they well Aue he had lately kept on a con- 
ſtaut March, and they might have fought him when they 
pleas'd,. therefore if they defir'd a general Battle, there 
was 10 Need of proving Time and Place, ſince they 
ſhould always find him in the open Field: That his great 
Care was not to do any Thing unworthy of himſelf; and as 

he would not be the oft Aggreſſor, yet when once attack'd, 

he would not decline fighting: That he was reſolv'd 1 
continue his March to Calais, and whoever endeausur di 
fiop him, agp do it at their Peril; and therefore be 
advis'd them not to oppoſe his Paſſage, that thoſe Fields 
might not be ſtaind with Chriſtian Blood. After thi 
Anſwer, King Henry kept on his Way, and on the 20" 

of October the Freuch Generals ſent again to King Hen- 

ry to let him know they would give him Battle the 
next Saturday. The King gave the Herald two hundred 
Crowns and a rich Robe, and diſmiſled him: After 
that Time he rode every Day in Armour, and us'd all 
Methods to rouſe the Courage of his Soldiers. The 
King having ſent out one David Gain with a LY of 
Welch, to get Intelligence of the Strength of the Ene- 
my, he made this gallant Report to him, May it 76545 you, 

ny Liege, there are enough to be kilPd, enongh to be ta- 
ken Priſoners, and enough to run away. And indeed the 
Difference in Number was very great; for the French 
Army, n to their own Writers, amounted to 
an hundred and orty thouſand, and they freſh and vi- 
gRcoug, and well ſupplied with Proviſions; whereas 
ing Hezry's amounted to no more than nine or ten 
thouſand, and thoſe half ſtarv'd and tir'd with Travel, 
and many of them ſick. Theſe great Advantages made 
the French ſo confident and preſuming, that they com- 
manded all the neighbouring Cities — Towns to make 
publick Rejoicings, as for a certain Victory; and in 
Scorn ſent one to King Henry, to demand, what he 
would give for his Ranſom ? To which he replied, = 
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he hop'd within a few Hours to reduce the French to ſuch 3 Hen. v. 


a Condition, that they ſhould have the ſole Care of pro- 
riding Ranſoms. | 


The French being ſecure of Victory, paſs'd the Night King Hays 
preceding the Day of Battel in Jollity and Mirth, Drink- Preparation 
ing, Gaming, Triumphs and all the Inſults of mercileſs i che Bat- 


Conquerors. King Henry on the other Hand, ſeeing a 
Battel unavoidable, and the Enemy rang'd ready to fall 
on them if they lay ſtill, or block up all Ways if he 
preſs d forward, made all the Preparation ſo ſhort a 
Time would admit; and having call'd a Council of his 
Officers, he declar'd, that ſince the implacable Enemy 
would be ſatisfied with nothing but their Blood, there 
were now no Hopes of Safety but in the Protection of Hea- 
den and their own Courage: That if they would rely 
upon thoſe two, they had no Reaſon to fear an Army ſo far 
exceeding them in Strength and Number: Therefore con- 
feſſng their Sins, aud making their Peace with the Al- 
mighty, they ſhould prepare 2 the glorious Battel, not 
doubting but he would be their Deliverer. And accord- 
ingly they ſpent the Night in Prayers and Confeffions. 
The important Morning approaching, the. Frexch took 
the Field, and King Henry knowing that their Strength 
conſiſted chiefly in their Horſe, ordered his Men to take 
every one a ſharp Stake, ſix or ſeven Foot long, ſhod 
with Iron at both Ends, which being fixed in the Ground 
leaning forward, might keep off the Horſe from ruſh- 
ing in upon his Foot. He likewiſe ordered two 
hundred ſtout Bowmen to lodge themſelves in a low 
Meadow, cover'd from the Enemy's Sight by Buſh- 
es, and ſecur'd from the Horſe by a Ditch. The 
Flanks of his Army were guarded by Woods, in one 
of which he plac'd an Ambuſh of Horſe, with Orders 
to attack the Enemy in the Rear, when the Battel 
was join'd: He had the Town on his Back, and the 
Stakes fixed in the Front. The Van-guard was com- 
manded by the Duke of York, who deſired that Service; 
the main Body was led by the King himſelf, all in com- 
pleat ſhining Armour; his Shield quarter'd with the 
Arms of England and France; on his Helmet for a Creſt 
he had a bright Crown of Gold, made after the Impe- 
ral Form; the Furniture and Capariſons of his Horſe 
richly embroider'd with the glorious Enſigns of the 
Ezghfo Monarchy, and theRoyal Standard richly adorn'd 
born before him. On the other hand, the Lrench Army 
| Was 
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1415: Was led by the Flower of their Nobility, and drawn 


The Battle at 
Aim. Nine and Ten in the Morning, when 


| the noble Fury ſparkling in their Eyes, that future Ages 


the very Boy 1 in England, for the People 1 


| Wealth of ſo many 


_ diately to Battle; and the Dukes of Di, Clarence, and 
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up in three Lines : The firſt commanded by the Con. 
ſtable of Fraxce, and the Dukes of Orleans and Bourbon: 
the ſecond by the Duke of Berry, Alenſon and Never; 
the third by the Duke of Brokaw, Earls of Marle and 
Fauquenberge, | 
he two Armies ſtood thus drawn up till between 
ing Henry ri- 
ding in the Front of his Batalions, by his Behaviour 
and Words animated the Courage of the Soldiers, tel. 
ling them, that they were now entering into the my 
glorious Field of Honour, which by their Valour mig 
prove more renowned than thoſe of Creſſy and Poitiers: 
That as for his own Part, England ſhould never be charyt 
with his Ranſom, nor any Frenchman trinmph over 
him; but Death or Victory ſhould be his certain Fate, a 
he expected it would be theirs. He was ſenſible, frm 


would ſtand amaz d at what the Lance, the Ax, the 
Sword and the Bow could perform in the Handt of ſuch 
valiant Soldiers: Yet tho* theſe were the brave Inſtr- 
ments to reap Honour, he'relied upon Omnipotence fir 
the Victory; and it was aremarkable Effect of Divine 
Providence, that their Enemies offered them Battle in 


implore a Bl on their Arms: So that at the Time 
zhat they were fighting, the whole Body 'of the Engliſh 
Nation were lifting up their Eyes and Hands to Hea- 
ven for their Succeſs and Safety, If they were victorim 
not, ihey would not only enrich themſelves with the 


dom to which he had an undoubted Right would be con- 
quer d, and England from that Time would give Law: 
zoFrance. The Soldiers being, by the King's Speech, 
inſpir'd with new Valour, call'd out to be led on imme- 


Gloceſter advis'd the King not to ſuffer their firſt Ar- 
dour to cool. And tho? he was unwilling to quit the 
Advantages of his Ground, but expected the French to 
— the firſt Charge; yet finding the Eagerneſs of his 
en was no longer to be reſtrain'd, he cried aloud, 
Since our Enemies have intercepted our Way to Calais 
let us break thro their Army in the Name of the moſt 
glorious ro and in the moſt propitions Hour of tht 
whote Near. Then lighting from his Horſe, m—_— 
| | - mande 
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manded his Standards to move forward, and the Arch- 3 Hen. v. 


ers upon the right and left to advance upon the Enemy. 

Sir Thomas Erpingbam, an old experienc'd Knight, 
rang'd the 1 a Truncheon in his Hand, and gave 
the Signal of Battle by throwing it up into the Air, at 
which the whole Army gave a Shout which ſeem- 
ed to tend the Skies, They perceiving the French not to 
move towards them, halted a little to take Breath, and 
ave a ſecond Shout; upon which, the French ruſhed 
brward upon the Engliſh with their Horſe, but were ſo 
gall'd by the Engl rchers, that they madly ran on 
without Order, the hindermoſt Ranks preſſing thoſe be- 
fore; and the Horſes being wounded by the Arrows, 
were grown furious and ungovernable, and bein 
heedleſly ſpur'd on, ran upon the pointed Stakes, an 
throwing their Riders, cruelly impal'd many of them. 
The Engliſh continued to pour Vollies of Arrows up- 
on the diſordered Enemies, who not being able to ſuſ- 
tain the Shower of them, fell back with that Precipita- 
tion upon their main Body, that they broke all their 
Ranks. The Archers ſeeing their Ranks 1 — threw 
away their Bows, and with Sword and tl 


Confuſion, they flew great Numbers of them. 
In the mean Time, King Henry advanced to ch 


| e-Axe 
ruſh'd into cloſe. Fight, and the Freuch being in that 


e The great 


the ſecond Line of the French, and fought bravely in Tan of 


the Front of all his Men, where eighteen French Gen- King Henry. 


tlemen having reſolutely combin'd to ſlay him, charg'd 
up ſo cloſe to him, that one of them ſtruck him on the 

reſt of his Helmet with a Battle-Axe, but they were 
all lain. And the Duke of Gloceſter being likewiſe 
ſtruck down with Battle-Axes, the King bravely ſtood 
over him, defended him, and ſav'd his Life. The Exg- 
/ being animated by the Bravery of their King, broke 
into the French Battalions, and put them out of Order; 
and the Engliſb Horſe which had been placed iu an 
Ambuſcade behind the Wood, ruſh'd out with a mighty 
Shout, and with great Fury attack'd the Rear of the 
French. Upon this, the Duke, of Alenſon, ſeeing the 
Battle loſt, out of Deſperation preſs'd into the thickeſt 


of the Fight, and crying out he was the Duke of len- 


ſon, attack'd King Heury in Perſon, and with a violent 
Blow of his Sword cleav'd off a great Part of the Crown 
which was the Creſt of the King's Helmet. The King 
rous'd with this Blow, furiouſly ſtruck Alenſon to the 
bag. ; | Ground, 
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Ground, and flew two of his Followers with his own 


Hand. The King's Attendants being enrag'd at the 


Sight of their Prince's. Danger immediately ſurroundeg 
the Duke, and with many Wounds diſpatched him, tho 
the King call'd out for them to ſave ſo gallant a Man. 
The Rere-Guard of the French were yet in good Or. 
der; but ſeeing the two firſt Lines of their Army intire- 
ly routed, they were diſmay'd ; and obſerving the Eye. 
li Horſe wheeling off to charge them, they fled with- 
out making any Reſiſtance. The Exgliſb perſued, ha- 
ving nothing to do but kill, and take Priſoners. Some 
flying Troops of the French had rallied and made a Stand 
at ſome Diſtance; which the King perceiving, he ſentan 
Herald to them, threatning them, ht if they did preſume 
zo withſtand his Army, he would ſbeu them no Mercy, 
This ſo terrified them that they withdrew all but 699, 
who were all cut to Pieces. When King Henry thought 
he had clear'd the Field of his Enemies, he was ſudden- 
ly alarm'd with a Report that the French had entred his 


A Party of Camp, and plunder'd it: For in the Flight, the Rere- 


French plun- 


der the Eng- 


th Camp. 


my in Danger, and by pillaging the Exgifþ for their own 
Ces ai | pri- 


Guard of the French which got off almoſt intire, ſet 
upon the King's Camp which was but ſlenderly guarded, 
and killing thoſe that defended it, pillag'd it, taking the 
King's Crown, and a rich Sword ſet with Diamonds 
which they carried off, as if the Victory had been theirs, 
King Heury hearing a great Cry in the Camp, ſuppos'd 
that the French had been gotten together in a Body 
again; and ſeeing the King of Sicily come in with ſome 
freſh Troops, began to fear the Loſs of his new gotten 
Victory; and knowing that the Number of his Priſoners 
exceeded that of his own Men, and that it was impofli- 
ble at the ſame Time, to fight and ſecnre them from 
killing his Soldiers, he, not without great Regret, im- 
mediately gave Orders to flay all the Priſoners, but ſome 
of the greateſt Quality. But this Fear ſoon vaniſh'd; 
for the King of Sicily ſeeing the French Army roured, 
drew off without fighting; and ſo King Henry. caus'd a 
Retreat to be ſounded about four a Clock in the After- 
noon, and the Soldiers having plunder'd the {lain and 
wounded, retreated. The baſe Surpriſal of the King's 
con having been one chief Caufe of the Slaughter of 
the Freach Priſoners, was ſo reſented by the Duke of 
Burgundy ; that conſidering the Party who had plun- 
der'd the Eugliſh Camp had cowardly deſerted the Ar- 
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private Gain, had been the Cauſe that their braver Bre- 3 Hen. v. 
thren who had been taken in the Fight had been killed WW 
in cool Blood, a he put the chief Actors in Priſon, 

and would have put them to Death, had it not been for 

the Mediation of his Son, to whom they preſented King 

Henry's Sword, the Guards of which were of Gold be- 
ſet with Jewels, of great Value. ; 

In this Battle there were kill'd on the French Side the by great 
Conſtable and Admiral of France, the Dukes of Barr, Font ad 
Brabant and Alenſon, the Earls of Nevers, Blammont, ſmall Loſs of 
Vaudemont, Faukemberge and Rouſſy, and many other te Egli. 
Noblemen. In all there were about ten thouſand ſlain, 
of whom about ſeven or eight thouſand of them were 
noble, and above an hundred of them Princes, who 
had Banners born before them. Elmham relates, that 
there were kill'd one Archbiſhop, three Dukes, ſix Earls, 
ninety two Barons, fifteen hundred Knights, and ſeven 
thouſand Eſquires and Gentlemen. Of the Priſoners 
fixteen hundred were Men of Quality, among whom 
were the Dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, the Marſhal 
Foxciqualt, and the Earls of Richemont, Vendoſin, and 
Eu. On the Side of the Eugliſb, the Loſs was very 
inconſiderable: For Walſingham reckons only the Duke 
of York King Henry's Uncle, Michael de la Pool Earl of 
Suffolk, four Knights, one Eſquire, and twenty eight 
common Soldiers, tho' the French Hiſtorians account 
the Number of the ſlain to have been about four or five 
hundred. In the Evening at the Head of his Army 
King Heury ſolemnly prais'd God for his SucCeſs, or- 
dering the hundred and fifteenth Pſalm to be ſung, 
and at that Verſe, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but to thy Name be the Glory, he commanded all his 
Army to proſtrate themſelves to the Ground, as a Sign 
of their Humility. And afterwards, to his Nobility, 
and Officers, and five French Heralds, who were ſent 
to deſire Leave to bury their Dead, he declar'd, zhat 

r was not his own, bud an Almighty Hand, which had 

gain d ſo great à Victory; and that the diſmal Sight they 
bad before their Eyes, was ordered by divine Fuſtice to pu- 
wh the Sins of France. Then hedemanded ofthe French 
and Eug lib Heralds, Jhether he or the King of France 
was to be acknowled7” d Conqueror ? And being anſwer's, 

that e was, he enquir'd the Name of the next Caſtle, 

and being told it was Agincourt, he faid, Then let this 5 

fo all Poſterity be called the Battle of AC - - _— 

en 
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1415-* Then the Night growing on, he marched with his &. 
tigu'd Troops to Maſcomelles, where they had lodged 
the Night before, and refreſhed themſelves with the Pro- 
* 0 we! re 8 WI 
e Day after the Battle, Kin enry continued hi 
manches eo March towards Calais; and paſſin by the Field __ 
ca tle, he ordered Search to be made Dr all the Ez . 
| whom he caus'd to be interr'd according to their Qu 
ty, bringing along with him the Bodies of the Duke of 
York, and Earl of Szfolk to be honourably interred in 
England. Upon viewing the Field of Battle and his 
Army, he made a Speech to them, applauding their Va. 
lour, but admoniſhing them, zo 8 all to the Fawy 
of the Almighty, who bad wrought a Miracle, in making 
4 Handful of Men victorious over ſuch a numerous Army 
to abate their Vanity and Preſuniption. And added, thy 
he could not but adore the Divine Providence for its Care 
of the Lives of his Subjects, that ſo few had fallen in Bat 
tle, Yet he could not behold ſuch Streams of Blood, aul 
Heaps of Carcaſſes, tho" of Enemies, without Horror; bu 
the Sight of his own Fellow-Soldiers affected him with 
the tendereſt Compaſſion; therefore he had performed the 
laſt Rites due to 2 mag nanimous Souls, in burying their 
; | Bodies, that they might not be expos'd to Wolves and Vul 
wt Har. ;yres, Then marching forward, after two Days he u- 
© the Freeprived at Calais, and by the Way treated the Dukes of 
Priſoners. Orleans, Bourbon, and other Priſoners, with very obl; 
| ging Carriage, condoling their Condition, and applaud: 
ing theig Valour, attributing nothing to himſelf, but all 
to the Hand of Heaven, in puniſhing the Sins of France; 
and having nobly entertained them at Dinner, afterwards 
preſented each of them with a Robe of rich Datnask, 
teſtifying the ſame Inclinations to Peace now; that he 
had before he began the War. And taking Notice that 
the Duke of Orleans was very melancholy, and de. 
clin'd eating, King Henry, in a very obliging Air, fail 
to him, Courage, good Couſin, I have not conquer d you, 
becauſe I am ſuperior ia Merit; but becauſe God woull 
puniſh the French People for their Sins, and if be 1 
juſtly angry with them, it 1s not detent for you to be at 
gry with him, or to repine at his Proceedings. 
Not long after the Duke of Burgundy being eng 
* 


The Duke ofat the Loſs of the Duke of Brabant, and Count de 
2 vert, his two Brothers, ſent a Herald with a Gauntle 
of Defiance to King Henry, threatning him with * 
| | _ as 
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oſt Revenge. The King return'd the Gauntlet with 3 Hen. v. 
— Calmnefs, with this Anſwer, Go tell your Mofter, W WY 


that be has uo Reaſon to be my Enemy; that I am ſorry 
fur the Death of his Brothers, which is not to he charged 
upon me or my Soldiers; and if he oo fo come to 
logne, he ſhall be ſatisfied from the | 

the French alone are guilty of their Blood, and of them he 


is to require its 


riſouers I have, that © 


The King remained at Calais a while, intending to King Hewy 


perſue this 


bark'd for England, the 16 of November, and after a 
troubleſome and dangerous Paſlage, landed at Dover the 
23%, where he was received with the loud Acclamations 
ot the People. Arriving near Canterbury he was met by 
the Archbiſhop, Abbot and Monks in their richeſt Ha- 
bits; and approaching near London, by the Mayor, Al- 


dermen, and four hundred of the principal Citizens in 


their Gowns, who attended his coming on Black Heath, 


as alſo did the Clergy in a ſolemn Proceſſion with the 


The Strects of London were hung with the richeſt 


ictory cloſely, had the Seaſon permitted; andi at Po- 
but it proving very wet and unfit for Action, he im- 


Reliques of ſeventy Saints at St. Thomas a N 
4” His Entry 


peltry, and Pſalms and Hymns were ſung as he went into L 


along, for Joy of the Victory. However, the King was 
ſo little taken with theſe outward Ceremonies, that he 
forbad any Songs or Ballads ſhould be made of th 

Victory, aſcribing all to God: Nor would he permi 

his dinted Helmet and bruiſed Armour to be carried 
before him, as Trophies of his daring Valour. At St. 
Pauls Cathedral he alighted from his Horſe, and made 
his Offerings with great Devotion, and then proceeded 
to Weſtminſter, where his Palace was prepar'd for the 
Reception of him and the nobleſt of his French Priſon- 
ers. The next Morning the Mayor and Aldermen, ac- 
compauied with two hundred of the Citizens, preſented 
him with a thouſand Pound in two Baſons of equal 
Value, which the King received very graciouſly. Then 


he appointed a Day ot publick Thankſgiving, and ſam. 


moned a great Number of Biſhops and Abbots to cele- 
brate the Obſequies of the Duke of Vert and Earl of 
Suffolk, and interr'd the Body of the Duke of York at 
Fodringhey in Northamptonſhire, and that of the Earl of 
Suffolk at Exhelm in Oxfordſhire. But the goodSucceſs 
of this. Battle was not more joyfully receiv'd by the 
Eugliſb, than the ill Succeſs of it was lamented by the 

x rye fi French; 
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14156. Freuch; and the Daupbine, the Heir of the Crown, took 
it ſo grievouſly, that he died ſoon after of mere Sor. 
row. © NEIL | 

TheBravery After this, the Earl of Dorſet. who was Governor of 
of the Earl Harfleur, made an Inroad into Normandy, almoſt 2 
— far as Roan, where the King of France and his Court 
then were, and got a great Booty of Money, Priſon- 
ers, and Cattle; but being attack'd by the Earl of A,. 
mag nac the Conſtable of France, with a ſuperior Force, 
was ſo diſtreſſed that he was forced to retire into an 
Orchard well fenced with Ditches aud Banks, with the 
Loſs of three hundred of his Men, and all their Prey, 
After this, the French withdrew to a neighbouring Vi- 
lage that Night, and in the Morning per ſued the Ex. 
1 again, when being much ſuperior in Number and 
the Advantage of the Flace, the Conſtable thought him- 
ſelf ſo ſecure of Victory, that he ſent an Herald to the 
Earl of Dorſet to ſummon him to ſurrender himſelf and 
all his Men Priſoners: To which the Earl heroically 
replied, that it was not the Cuſtom for the Engliſh 1 
yield without Fee nor was he ſo cowardly as to ſur: 
render to an Enemy whom God might deliver into his 
Power, After which, Armagnac attack'd the Eugliß 
very furiouſly; but they made ſo gallant a Defence, 
that they defeated the Conſtable with the Loſs of twelve 
hundred of his Men, altho' their Numbers were ſo 
unequal, that }/al/ingham ſays the Engliſh were but fl. 
teen hundred, and the Freuch fifteen thouſand, The 
Conſtable of France, to repair this Diſgrace, hang'd up 
ſome of his Men; and then having receiv'd a Reintorce- 
ment, beſieg'd the Town of Harfleur by Land, while 

the Vice-Admiral of Frazce block'd.it up by Sea. 
Third parlia On Monday March 16. the King ſummoned a Parlia 
_ ment, but demanded no Money of them; and after they 
had enacted ſeveral Laws for the Good of the Publick, 
they were prorogu'd upon Account of the Coming of 

the Emperor. | | | 

Sigifruns For Sigiſmund the Emperor, Couſin German to King 
the Emperor Henry, and a very wiſe and learned Prince, came into 
England, England the Beginning of May, to endeavour to make 

; Peace between the Kings of England and France. He 
had before been at the French Court, where he earneſt 
ly ſolicited the King, and he ſeeming inclinable to i, 
he brought with him the Archbiſhop of Kheimt as an 
Agent tor the French King, and travel'd in State, be- 
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Order to viſit King Hezry in England. Being arriv'd at 
Calais, he was entertain'd by the Earl of Warwzck the 
Governor, with that Magniticence and Gallantry, that 
the Emperor was ſo charm'd with his Reception, that 
he afterwards told King Heury, that no Chriſtian Prince 
had a Knight equal to him for Wiſdom, good  Breeden 
and Courage; aud if all Courteſie were loſt, it might 
be found again in the Earl of Warwick. The Earl of 
Warwick tent _ of the King's Ships to carry him to 
England, with his Retinue, which conſiſted of a thouſand 
Perſons, among whom were many ſovereign Princes of the 
Empire of Germany. oo — having had Intelligence 
of his coming, ſent the Duke of Gloceſter with a large 
Train of Nobility to meet him at Dover, commanding 
them to meet him on the Shore with their drawn 
Swords, and to demand of him, whether he came as a 
Mediator of Peace only, and the King's Friend, or as an 
Emperor, to claim England as Part of his Dominions e 
If as the former, they were ready to give him a kind 
Welcome; but if as the latter, to reſiſt his Entrance: 
which they performed exactly, entring into the Water 
with their drawn Swords in their Hands. The Empe- 
ror made Anſwer with a Smile, that he came as the 
King's Friend, and to make Peace between England and 
France. Upon this Anſwer, he was receiv'd by the 
Nobility, and honourably conducted, being met at 
Canterbury by the Archbiſhop, at Rocheſter by the Duke 
of Bedford, at Dartford by the Duke of Clarence, and 
at Black-Heath by the King himſelf, who conducted 
him to his Palace at Meſtminſter; where he was magni- 
ficently entertain'd at the King's Charge, who the more 
to honour him, inſtall'd him Knight of the Garter at 
Windſor in the moſt pompous Manner; which Honour 
the Emperor ſo eſteem'd, that he always wore the Col- 
lar when he fat in any Aſſembly. 

The Emperor was very earneſt with King Henry to 
make a Peace with Hance, and his Perſuaſion had al- 
molt wrought upon the King to comply : But the French 
not giving over their Acts of Hoſtility, while they knew 
the Peace was in Agitation, but taking all Advantages, 
King Henry would not bear ſuch Uſage. The Empe- 
ror therefore ſaw it in vain to uſe any farther Endea- 
vours; for the King was ſo incens'd, that he recall'd 

„ F his 
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ing attended with eight hundred Horſe to Calars, in 4 Hen. v. 
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1416. his Ambaſſadors, reſolving to proſecute the War with 
WY WW the utmoſt Vigour. The Emperor therefore entred in- 


The Empe- 
ror makes a 


to a League with King Heury, to this Effect; «That 


League with“ the Emperor and King of England would be Friends 
King Heute and Confederates to each other againſt all Perſons 


and the Ar- 
ticles of it. 


The F reach 
defeated at 
Sea. 


„ whatſoever, the Church and Pope of Rome only er- 
* cepted. 2. That neither of them ſhould perſue any 
& Deſigns inj urious to the other's Advantage; but con- 
& tribute all they could to the Advancement of each 
«© other's Honour and Benefit. 3. That the Subjects of 
both Princes ſhoald have free Liberty of trading in 
* all their Dominions without any Acts of Holtility, 
“ paying the uſual Tolls and Cuſtoms. 4. That nei- 
e ther of the two Princes ſhould engage in any War 
without the knowledge and Conſent: of the other, 
& F. That neither of them thould allow Sanctuary to any 
Rebel or Exile of the others Subjects. 6. That both 
of them might proſecute the War againſt France for 
the Recovery of their Rights; and that they ſhould 
« matually affitt each other for the obtaining that End, 
© 7. That if a Peace ſhould be concluded with France, 
© and the Territories demanded were reſtor'd, they 
* ſhould mutually ſupport one another in Poſſeſſion of 
them.“ This League was concluded and lign'd in 
Aug uſt, and ratified by the Parliament the October fol. 
lowing. ö | 

While the Emperor remain'd in England, the French 
who had block'd up Haurflexr, reſolv'd to rig out the 
greateſt naval Power they could, and for that End h. 
red Ships from Genoa, Spain and Flanders, which wit 
their own Ships, made a Fleet of five hundred Sail, de- 
ſigning with them to annoy the Exgliſb. King Hem 
would have gone in Perſon againſt them; but the En: 
peror diſſuaded him from it. And he having fitted out 
about four hundred Sail, man'd with twenty thouland 
Men, committed the Charge to his Brother the Dube 
of Bedford, accompanied with other Noblemen ; who 
after a long Engagement, ſo prevail'd, that the Freud 
Fleet was, moſt of it, either batter'd, taken, or ſunk, that 
it is reported they loſt twenty thouſand Men. After 
this the Duke ſupply'd Harfleur, which was in great 


Want of Proviſions ; upon which the Conſtable of Fran 


1 Succeſs rais'd the Siege, and march'd t0 


Paris. This extraordinary Service was ſo admir'd 9 


the Emperor, who heard of the Succeſs of the 55 
y I | ' auf 
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Fleet, before he could have imagined them to-be got 
thither, that he openly declar'd, that England was happy 
in having ſuch a King, but the King more happy in ha- 
ding ſuch Subjects. 
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The Emperor having finiſh'd his Affairs in England, The King 


returns to Germany, King 2 bearing him Company che Egerer 


to Calais, where the Duke of Burgundy repaired to pay 
his Homage to the Emperor. King Henry, in Hopes of 
a farther Amity with him, ſent his Brother the Duke of 
Glceſter, and the Earl of March, to lie-at St. Omers, as 
Hoſtages for the Duke of Bargundy's ſafe Conduct, ſend- 
ing alſo the Earl of H/arwick to conduct him to Calais 
where he was very honourably receiv'd both by the 
Emperor and King Heury. And it appears from the 
Archives of France, that ſecret Articles were ſigu'd at 
Calais, by the Duke of Burgundy, in Vindication of King 
Heary's Title to France, acknowledging him to be the 


to Calas. 


rightful King, and that in due Time he would declare The Duke 
for him; but in a few Months Time he had ſo for- of Bargur- 


gotten all, that he conſented and ſwore to a League 


with the King and Dauphine of France, againſt the 
Power of England, and atted accordingly. 

The Emperor being about to return into Germany, 
ſhew'd a very great Satisfaction at the plain and ingenu- 
ous Dealing of the Engliſb, and his Deteſtation of the 
Infincerity and mean Shifts of the French. The Corre- 
ſpondence had been ſo free and open between him and 
King Henry, that one conceal'd not any Thing from 
the other, ſo that the like Confidence and mutual Af- 
fection was ſcarce known between two ſuch great Prin- 
ces. After reciprocal Friendſhips, the Emperor em- 
bark'd for Dort, being accompanied by the Duke of Glo- 
ceſter and many Knights and Gentlemen. The Empe- 
ror went firft to Dorz, and from thence to the Council 
at Conſtance, which continued for three Years to decide 
the Controverſy berween three contending Popes : For 
the Spaniards had elected Benedict XIII. the Freach Gre- 
gory XII. and the 1talians Jobn XXIV. at which Coun- 
eil there were ſeveral Princes, four Patriarchs, twenty 
ſeven Cardinals, forty ſeven Archbiſhops, one hundred 
and fixty Biſhops, Barons and Gentlemen of all Nati- 
ons, with their Attendants, to the Number of thirty thou- 
ſand. By this Council the three Popes were depriy'd 
of the Papal Dignity, and: 0tho Colonna made Pope by 
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the Name of Martin V. In this Choice rhe Explifh 


GY V Prelates had the greateſt Intereſt. N 


Fourth Par- 
liament. 


King Heury being returned from Calais, called a Par. 
liament, and by his Chancellor acquainted them, that 
thoꝰ for the Eaſe and Quiet of his Subjects, he had wa- 
ved the Perſuit of his Conqueſts, which God had ſo 
ſucceſsfully begun, and had condeſcended to diſadvan- 
tageous Terms of Peace; yet the French had rejected 
all, and againſt the Law of Arms, idenied upon Ran- 
ſom to deliver the Priſoners taken at Agincourt; and 
therefore ſince he could not give over the War with 
Honour, he hoped that they would give him ſuch Sup- 
plies of Money, as were neceſſary for fo great an Un- 


dertaking. The Parliament readily aſſented and grant- 
ed him a Fifteenth of the Laity, and two Tenths of 


KivgHenyy's 

ſecond Ex- 

pedition in- 
to France. 


the Clergy; but the King not thinking this ſufficient, 
wn'd his Crown to the Biſhop of H/incheſter, for 
twenty thouſand Pounds, and his Jewels to the City of 
London, for ten thouſand Marks. 
After Chriſtmas, the King ſet himſelf with all Dili- 
ence, 'to make Preparations for his ſecond Expe- 
dition to France; and in the Spring having gotten an 
Army of twenty five thouſand ſtout Soldiers, and 
fifteen hundred Ships deſigned to ſet ſail, as ſoon as the 
Weather and Seas ſhould favour him. But having In- 


telligence that the French Army had hired foreign 


Ships, in order to hinder his Paſſage, he ſent his Fleet 
before to ſcour the narrow Seas, which did his Buſi- 


neſs ſo effectually, by taking ſome, and ſinking others, 


that he ſet ſail from Southampton, in a Ship with Sails 
of purple Silk, moſt richly. embroidered with Gold, 
July the 28, and landed in Normandy Auguſt the il, 


where to encourage them infuture Attempts, he made 


forty eight Knights of the moſt valiant of his Captains. 
The Arrival of the Exgliſb was no ſooner known in 


| Normandy, but the Inhabitants were ſo terrified, that 


1417. 
Several 
ſtles and 
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ken 

2 li 


- 


they fled either into walled Towns and Caſtles, or into 
Bretagne, leaving the Country open to the Will of the 


Invaders. 1 
After King Henry had viewed Hurfleur, his firſt A. 


Ca- tempt was upon Conqueſt one of the ſtrongeſt Caſtles in 


Normandy, and having taken it in a ſmall 1 ime, he gave 


the it and the Demeſnes belonging to it, to his Brother the 


Duke of Clarence; and having won the Caſtle of Dam. 


villers much about the ſame Time, he gave that gt 
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Earl of Salisbury, and alſo that of Lovers to the Earl Mar- 5 Hen. v. 
bal. Next he marched againſt Caen, one of the ſtrongeſt WWW 
and beſt Towns in Normandy ; which Town, tho? well 
rovided with Men, Ammunition, and Proviſion, and 
reſolutely defended, yet he took it by Storm September Cam taken 
$. The Caltle. ſtill. held out, but deſpairing of Relief, by Storm. 
ſurrendred the-20" of September. King Henry people 
the Town with Ezgl;fp. The taking of this Town 
did ſo terrify the neighbouring Towns, that fourteen 
Towns and Caſtles voluntarily ſurrendred to King 
Henry ; Who having taken an Oath of Fidelity of 
them, permitted them to enjoy their former Privileges. 
He likewiſe publiſhed a Proclamation, that they who 
voluntarily ſubmitted themſelves, ſhould enjoy all Safe- 
ty and Privileges under his Government ; but thoſe who 
were fled from their Habitations, if they did not return 
by a certain Day, he would give their Lands to ihe 
Soldiers. After this, on the 1ſt of December, he ſat 
down before the ſtrong Town and Caſtle of Falaiſe, 
which ſurrendred upon Articles, 

While King Heury had in four Months recovered the 5: 
the greateſt Part of thoſe Dominions in Fraxce, that invade Eng- 
did antiently belong to the Kings of England, the Scors*- 
thinking he had left his o'wn Nation unprovided,invaded 
England with a great Army, walting the Country with 
Fire and Sword, and beſieged the Caſtles of Berwick 
and Roæburgh : And that they might have the Aſſiſtance 
of the Exglifp, they brought with them a Perſon, 
whom they pretended to be King Richard. But the 
Gentry of the Northern Parts railing Forces, and the 
Duke of Exeter marching his Forces thither, they were 
able to muſter an hundred thouſand Men; the News of 
which ſo terrified the Scozs, that they rais'd the Sieges, 
and departed in a Fright. -_ 

A Parliament was call'd in the King's Abſence, by gig parlia- 
the Duke of Bedford, the Regent of the Nation, and ment. 
having given the King a Supply for carrying on the 
War, the moſt remarkable Tranſaction during the Seſ- 
lon was;the Trial and Condemnation of the Lord 
Cobham, who having for four Years ſhifted about from 
Place to Place, to ſecure himſelf from his Enemies, 

Was after a noble Reſiſtance, and many Waunds, The Lord 
ken in Powiſland in Hales by the Lord Poxyis, and 22 aol 
ſent up Priſoner to the Tower, in order to his Trial. . and er- 
uh him were taken ſome 2 Books, with the Fa- ecuted. 
3 ces 


44s 


'TheStrength . g 5 you af 
andGrearnefs the Ex lifh, King Henry having received his Recruits 


Qt Roan, 


| Croſs, by the Preachers, who aggravated the Fact, tel 


Parliament, received Sentence to be drawn through 


| Glocefter, with his Detachment, took the County of 


. who had been long expecting a Siege, had made as great 


veral 
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1418. ces of the Saints and Heads ſcraped out, and their 
Names blotted out of the Litany. Theſe were delivered 


- 


o the Archbiſhop, and by his Means expoſed to the 
ight of the Auditors of the Sermons of St. Pax] 


ling the People that it was an Injury done to the Saints 
in Heaven. He having before been outlaw'd, and ex. 
communicated for Hereſie, being brought before the 


the City to the new Gallows at St. Grless, and there 
to be hang'd about the Middle, and burnt, hanging in 
a Chain, which Sentence was executed on Chriſtng 
Day. King Heury proſecuted the War in France, with 
that Vigour, that neither the Depth of Winter, not 
Rigour of the Seaſon, could ſtop the Progteſs of his 
Conqueſts. And for the 1 xpedition, he divide 
his Army into ſeveral Bodies. The Duke of Clarenc, 
with his Party, befieged Chambroiſe, and the Caltle of 
Beche-lovya, which furrendred to him. The Duke of 


Conftantine, the Town and Caſtle of Vire, and St. Ly, 
Carenton, Pontdown, and St. Saviour le Viconte ; the 
Town of Chierburg made a longer Defence, but a 
laſt ſurrendred. , 

While theſe and ſeveral other Places were taken by 


out of England, he reſolved to befiege Roan, the capi. 
tal City of Normandy ; a City ſtrongly fortified with 
extraordinary Walls, Towers andavaſt Ditch; and ae. 
cordingly fat down before it Jaly the 30m. The Citizens 


Proviſion as poſſible; for the Inhabitants being in Num. miſera 
ber near three hundred thouſand, had train'd fifteen unwil 
thouſand of their Body in Arms, and had been rei: People 


forced by a thouſand difciplin'd Men from the Duke to ene 


of Burgundy; they had laid in Proviſion for ten Months, them 
and burnt the Suburbs, that it might not be a Harbour which 
to the Engliſp, and having made the Fortifications % made 
ſtrong as poſſible, and the People of Normandy ha. the Di 
ing brought all their Treaſure thither, accounting itthel Days, 
laſt Refuge and Retreat, they had ſworn never to ft. their C 


fign the Town to the Exgliſp, ſo long as they cout that he 
hold their Swords in Hy” | 


Gariſl 


King Henry in his March to Roan, having taken ſe- Withir 
final Fortreſſes, and Pont de P Arche, 6 
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Miles diſtant from it, which was accounted the Key of 5 Hen, v. 
the River Sein, he laid cloſe Siege to Roar, ſurrounding — YN 
it with his Army by Laud, and blocking up the Mouth 
of the River Sein with a Fleet. He ſent an Herald to n I 
ſummon the Inhabitants to ſurrender the Keys to him, as. TY” 
but chey returned him this refolute Anſwer, 'That they 
had received none of him, aud therefore wonld deliver up 
youe to him; and thereupon made a brisk Sally out of 
the Town; upon the King's 'Forces, but were driven 
back again with the Loſs of thirty Men. The King af- 
ter this having made many Aſſaults upon the Town, 
but to little purpoſe, thought it was the moſt prudent 
Courſe to ſave the Lives of his Men, to turn the Siege 
into a Blockade, and ſo to ſtarve them, which their 
great Numbers made them liable to the ſooner. So 
having topped all the Avenues, he caſt up a Trench 
round about his Camp, and defended it with Stakes 
ſhod with Iron Spikes, that the French emight not ſur- 
priſe them. While the King lay idle, and without Ac- 
tion about the Town, he ſent the Earl of Warwick, 
to ſummon Caundebech, and fourteen other Fortreſſes, 
to ſurrender to him, who return'd him Anſwer, That 
they {world follow the Fate of Roan, and would reſign 
quietly, if that City were taken without Relief; which 
the King was contented to yield to, becauſe the Duke 
of Burgundy having promiſed the Inhabitants to raiſe 
the Siege, he was not willing to weaken his Army. 

Rohan having been block'd up from July till Decem- The befieg- 
ber, began to be in great Diſtreſs for Want of Proviſions, — Flom 
and to unburthen themſelves, put out twenty thouſand of Famine. 
Men, Women and Children, who were unſerviceable 
as to the Defence of the Place. King Henry, ſeeing this 
miſerable Multitude ſhut out of the Gates, tho' he was 
unwilling to attack a miſerable Company of helpleſs 
People, but reſolving to force them back into the City 
to encreaſe the Famine, gave Orders to pour upon 
them a Shower of Arrows from Bows lightly drawn, 
which ſhould rather ſcare than wound them. This 
made the poor ſtary'd Wretches ſhelter themſelves in 
the Ditches of the Town, where they remaining three 
Days, and many of the Women falling in Labour, 
their Cries and Groans ſo prevailed upon King Henry, 
that he ſent them ſome Subſiſtence, till the Pity of t 
Gariſon was moved to' receive many of them again 
within the Walls. The Famine and Mortality grew to 
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1418. that Height, that five thouſand. periſhed by them, and 
they of better Quality eat their own Horſes, but the 


N 8 Sort fed on Dogs, Cats, Rats, and Mice; liule 
nfants hung on the Breaſts of their Mothers ag they 


lay dead in the Streets, and they wounded and killed, 


one another, to take away the vileſt Nouriſhment of 
Life; young Virgins abandon'd their Modelty, aud 
proſtituted themſelves for a. piece of Bread. At 
laſt being grown deſperate, they reſoly'd to make x 
brave Sally upon the King's Quarters; to perform which, 
ten thouſand choſen Men iſſued out of the Town, and 
the Vant-guard, which conſiſted of two thouſand, hay- 
ing advanced and engaged King Henry's Forces, 3 
Draw-bridge broke down with their Weight, and 
drowned and killed many of them; and the reſt not 
being able to come timely to their Aſſiſtance, they were 
moſt of them killed or taken Priſoners. Upon this, 
the Soldiers within the City mutinied againſt their Ge- 
neral, charging him with having contrived the break- 
ing of the Bridge ; and a Meſſage coming tothe beſieg- 
ed from the King of France, that they muſt take care 
of themſelves, they came ts a Parley upon New-years- 
day, and after ſeveral Meetings for eight Days toge- 
ther, and nothing being concluded on, the Town's 
People threatned to kill the Governor and, Burgeſles, 
if they did not yield to the King of Exgland's Demands; 
whereupon they deſiring another Meeting, the Surreny 
der of the City was fully agreed on, id swenty three 
Articles. 2 | 

This Agreement being concluded on the 19® of Je 
nuary, the half famiſhed Citizens repaircd in great Mul- 


titudes, to buy Victuals iu the Eng Camp, where 


Proviſions. were ſo plenty, that a fat Sheep was ſold 


for fix Sols. 


King Henry On the 200, the King entred the City in a moſt tri 
enters Rear. umphant Manner, accompanied with four Dukes, ten 


Earls, eight Biſhops, ſixteen Barons, and agreat Num- 
ber of Knights, Eſquires, and Men at Arms. At his 
entring the Gates of the City, all the Bells were ſet a 
ringing, and the Abbots and Prieſts met him in a ſo- 
lemn Froceſſion, bearing forty two Croſſes before him, 


with the Reliques of Saints, and the Burghers met him 


to welcome him, by whom being conducted to the 
Cathedral of Nozredame, he offered up his Thanks for 


the Conqueſt of the City. Then he went to the Calle 
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and to receive the Homage of the Citizens. The next 7 Hen. v. 
the Morning he ordered Alain Blanchard an Incendiary to 
ittle de deheaded, and pardoned the reſt who were left at 
they his Mercy. Then he eſtabliſhed his Exchequer, Coin- 
Ilted , e and Chamber of Accounts of the Revenues of 
t of Normandy 10 be in that City; and to keep the Townſmen 
aud in their Obedience, he re-edified theCaltle and Walls, and 
At built another ſtrong Tower. He kept his Court at Roar 
Ke a for ſome Time, wearing the Dacal Robes as Duke of 
ich, Normandy; he likewiſe cauſed Proclamation to be made, 


that all who would ſwear Allegiance to him, ſhould. 


be received into his Favour and Prote&ion. Thus was 
Roan again in the Power of the Exgliſb, after the French 
had been Maſters of it two hundred and fifteen 
Years. 


After the Surrender of Roan, Candetech, and the o- g4,.; Places 
ther Towns and Caſtles that had promiſed to follow the taken, aud 


Fate of Roan, ſurrendred to King Heury; ſo that he had — — 


Ja. prov'd of no Effect. However the Duke of Burgun- 
Mul dy fearing the growing Intereſt of the Daupbine, deſir- 
here ed another Treaty with the King. It was therefore re- 
ſold ſolved in the French King's Council, That it was expe- 

: dient for the Safety of the Nation, to ſettle an Alliance 
ſt tris with the King of England, by giving him the Princeſs 
„ten in Marriage, with ſome Frovinces of the Kingdom. 
Jum- After an Embaſſy, and a ſhort Truce, it was concluded 
1 1 2 the two Kings ſhould have an Interview at Me- 
let 4 An. 
a ſo- A ſpacious Plain being intrench'd and ramparted, ꝓhe Treaty 
him, with ſtrong Gates, two ſtately Pavilions. were erected of Meimn, 
t him for the two Kings. The French King Charles, Queen 
3 the Iſabel, the Princeſs Katharine, Duke of Burgundy, and 
L for Others arrived there with a Train and Guard of athou- 
Calle {and Horſe. On the other Side, King Henry, with the 

to | Dukes 

U 


now not only the Dukedom of Normandy ſubjected to 
him, but Picardy and the Ifle of Fraxce lay open to 
his Arms. For notwithitanding the French had forti- 
fied and gariſon'd the Frontiers, to ſtop the Incurſions 
of the Exgliſh Troops; yet they penetrated as far as 
Ponthoiſe, Cleremont, Beauvais, Montdidier, Bretevel, 
Amiens, Abbeville, and*St. Valerie, laying the Country 
walte, and enriching themſelves with great Booty. Up- 
on theſe Succeſſes the Duke of Bretagne likewiſe came 
into an Alliance with King Henry. Tn the mean Time, 
the Dauphin invited King Henry to a Treaty, but it 
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14. Dukes of Clarence and Gloceſter, his Brothers, attend. 
W with a thouſand Horſe, arrived there likewiſe. King 
Henry ſaluted the Queen and Princeſs, and embrace 
the Duke of Burgundy; and the two Nations, thy 
Enemies, demeaned themſelves with the greateſt Reſpeg 
and Civility towards each other. Many Points were 
debated, and many Days ſpent, without coming to any 


"The Hiſtosy of ENGLAND. 


Concluſion ; and there had been ſeveral Conferen 

where the Princeſs was not preſent. The Queen ha 
brought her to the firſt Interview, hoping that the 
Charms of her Beauty, which were very extraordinar, 
might have more Prevalence on a young Conqueror, 
than all the ſubtle Arts of Stateſmen in a Treaty. No 
was the wholly miſtaken, for it was very diſcernible, 


that King Henry was ſenſibly enamour'd with her. The 


Queen taking Notice, that her Daughter's Eyes were 
more powerful than the Arms of France, deſigning to 
make all the Advantage poſſible of his Affection, by 
gaining the better Terms of Peace, thought to praftiſe 
upon King Henry the uſual Arts of her Sex, and to 
enflame his Paſſion by the Abſence of his Miitreſs ; 
but King Henry being ſenſible of the Artifice, became 
more inflexible to any Condeſcenſion, and inſiſted more 
ſtrenuouſly upon what he had at firſt propoſed. And 
imagining the Duke of Bargundy tc have obſtructed ile 
Peace and Marriage, he fo highly reſented it, that ina 
great Paſſion he told the Duke, 7H not only have your 
Princeſs, but your King himſelf in my Power, and | 
will have what I demand in Marriage with her, « 
force him from bis Throne, aud you ont of his Kingdom. 
To whom the Duke replied, but more calmly, 2 
you can dethrone my King, and ' expel me ont of the 


Kingdom, you may find cauſe to repent the Enterpriſe; 


aud I doubt not but we ſhall make you weary of the War, 
King Hexry perceiving that in reality the French ne- 


King Hewy ver delign'd to conclude a Peace, but only aimed to 


breaksoff the 
Treaty. and 
makes new 


amuſe him with vain Offers and Promiſes, reſolved to 
break off the Treaty; and according to the firſt Agree 


Conqueſts. ment, gave publick Notice of its Diſſolution; com- 


Courage, and with freſh Vigor he proſecuted the Wa, 


plaining of the unfair Dealings of the French, who had 


continually deceived him, and only deſigned, under pre- 
tence of a Treaty, to work Delays, and hinder hi 
Conqueſts. This Meeting enflamed King Her)“ 
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by domeſtick Factions, between the Dauphin of France, 
and the Duke of Burgundy; and there being no Pro- 
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for he immediately N and took Ponthoiſe with- 7 Hen. v. 
out Reſiſtance ; for the Exgliſh having ſcaled the Walls, WWW 
and let in three thouſand upon them, before they could 
he provided to oppoſe them, Monſieur de Lifle Adam, 
1 Marſhal of France, Governor of the Place, fled out 
of the Gare next Paris, and was followed by ten 
thouſand of the Inhabitants. This Town was ſo conſi- 
derable for Riches, and ſuch an advantageous Poſt, that 
the King in a Letter ſaid, he accounted it the moſt im- 
portant Place he had taken fince the War. This Place 
being taken, King Heary ſent to the French King 
this Meſſage, That tho he had taken ſo conſiderable a 
Place, which opened a Way to the Conqueſt of his capital 
City, yet he now offered him Peace upon the ſame Terms 
he had propoſed at the rw of Melun. The News of 
this Conqueſt being carried to Paris, ſo terrified the The French 
King, Queen, and Duke of Burgundh, that they fled King flies 
from Paris to Troyes in Champaign, leaving that City 
under the Command of the Count De S. Paul, 
and the Chancellor Eaſlace de Laitre. The Duke of 
Clarence marched to the Walls of Paris, and lay be- 
fore it two Days, his Troops ravaging all the Country 
thereabouts. After this the Caſtle of Giſors was taken, 
Preaux ſacked, Bretve:!, Clermont, and the Caſtle of 
Vendueil burnt. The Caſtles of Galliart and Rochga . ber A4 
en ſurrendred to King Henry. Then the King divided ,,nages 
his Army into three Bodies, and ſent one under the gained by 
Duke of Gloceſter, to ſtorm the Caſtle of St. Germain ne Euglib. 
en Lay, and another Body he ſent to attack the Caſtle 
of Mountjoy, which both yielded; and he himſeif mar- 
ched with the third, to beſiege Meaulan, in the Iſle of 
France, not far-from Paris, which was ſtrong by Na- 
ture, ſituated on the Sein, and ſurrounded by that great 
River, which ſarrendred upon Capitulation. In the 
mean Time, the Earls Marſbal and Huntington, 
with ſome other Commanders, were ordered to march 
with Forces into the Country of Main, where they gal- 
lantly encountred a ſtrong Body, ſent by the Dauphine, 
and defeated them, killing five thouſand upon the Spot, 
and taking fix hundred Priſoners, many Standards, the 
Marſhal de Rons, and other Noblemen. 
The Miſeries of the Kingdom of France did not on- The Puke 
ly proceed from the Succeſs of the Exgl/ifþp Arms, but — — 


ſpect 


- — 
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two, 
to an Amity, that by their united Force they might 
ſtop the Current of King Heury's Conqueſt, Upon 
this, the Dauphin ſent for the Duke of Bur undy un- 
der pretence of concerting Meaſures with him, about 
a farther Alliance, and employing their united Power 
againſt the common Enemy the Exgliſß. The Duke, 


_ tho” he had ſome Suſpicions, at laſt ventured to go tg 


him, accompanied with five hundred Horſe, and two 
hundred Archers at Montereau, the Place of Meeting. 
The Daupbin had fixed three ſeveral Barricadoes, and 
ſtood armed beyond the third, to receive the Duke, with 
only ten Attendants; the Duke approaching his Preſence, 
kneeled down upon one Knee, and ſaluted him very te- 
ſpeafully. Bur the Dauphin charged him with the 
Breach of Fidelity, and not performing his Promiſes in 
not withdrawing his Gariſons, agreed to be remoyed 
by their League of Amity, and gave him other re- 
proachful Language. The Duke happeing to put his 
Hand behind him, to adjuſt his Sword, which had been 
entangled by kneeling, one of the Dauphin's Atten- 
dants cried out, bat do you draw the Sword againf 


the Dauphin? Whereupon an old Servant of the mur- 


thered Duke of Orleans, with a Battle-Ax ſtruck him 
on the Face, and cut off his Chin, and others, with 
many Wounds, put an End to his Life. Thus fell the 

reat Duke of Burgundy, who had twelve Years be- 

ore cauſed the Duke of Orleans to be aſſaſſinated in the 
Streets of Paris. By this Murther, the Daupbin got 
himſelf a more zealous and furious Party of Enemies 
than ever; for -the Queen his Mother was not only 
enraged for the Loſs of her Favourite, and encouraged 
the young Duke of Burgundy to revenge his Father's 
Death, but was very urgent with the King, to give his 
enry, and to 
diſinherit the Dauphin. 


The Queen, and young Duke of Burg undy, having 


A 
1 to prevailed upon King Charles to make a Peace with the 


% eng. King of Ezxgland, ſent the Biſhop of Arras, and other 


Embaſſadors to him at Noan, to aſſure him of their real 
Intentions, and Willingnets to come to a Peace, as 


advantageous and honourable to him, as they deſired it 
ſhould be ſafe to them. King Heury, to avoid the Ef- 


fulion of Chriſtian Blood, hearkned to their * 
2 | | 


reat Endeavours were uſed to bring them 
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{als, and ſent the Earl of Warwick, and Biſhop of Ro- 7 Hen. v. 
cheſter, to the Duke of Burgundy, to be better aſcer- We 


rained in Matters; and after two or three Times paſ- 
ing backward and forward, they at length came to an 
Agreement upon certain Articles, upon. Condition, 
that the French King and his Parliament would conſent. 
to them. The Agreement was, that King Henry ſhould 
come to Troyes, and marry the Lady Katharine, and 
after the Celebration of the Marriage, a firm Peace, al- 
ready concluded and finiſhed upon certain Articles, 
ſhould be then ſealed and fully ratified by both Kings, 
and all the Nobles and other Eſtates of the Realmof 
France. Upon this, King Henry, accompanied with 
the Dukes of Clarence and Gloceſter, the Earls of 
Warwick, Salisbury, and other Noblemen, attended 
with fifteen hundred Men, ſet out for Troyes, where 
the King of France, Queen and Princeſs Katharine then 
relided.. Being arrived near Troyes, he was met by the 
oung Duke of Burgundy, and many of the French 
Nobility, and with great Magnificence conducted into 
the Town. | 


King Heury immediately after his Arrival paid a Vi- Tue Treaty 


ueen of France, and made his Ad- concluded 
wich a Peace, 


ſit tothe King and Q 
dreſſes to the Princeſs Katharine, preſenting her with 
a Ring of ineſtimable Value. After there had been ſe- 
veral Aſſemblies of the King of France's Council, the 
Peace and Alliance was concluded, and being drawn 
up in Writing, King Henry ſtruck what he miſlik d; 
and at length, it was completed on the firſt Day of May 
1420, both Kings ſwearing upon the Evangeliſts in- 
violably to obſerve it. 


The Articles of the Treaty were large and numerous, Some of the 


and very much to the Advantage and Honour of King ? 
Henry: The Principal were, ue. King Henry ſhould 
marry the Princeſs Katharine, and allow her forty thou- 
ſand Crowns a Year Dowry. That after the Death of 
Charles, King of France, all the Dominions and 
Rights of that Kingdom ſhould devolve upon King 
Henry and his Heirs for ever. That in as much as 


King Charles was indiſpoſed, and uncapable to reign, 
King Henry ſhould be Regent of Fance, during the ſaid 
King Charles's Life; that after the Death of King 
Charles, France and Exgland (ſhould be united under one 
King, viz. under _ Henry and his Heirs in a con- 
hat becauſe the Dauphine oppoſed 

| the 


tinued Succeſſion, 


the Treaty. 
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14. the Peace of the two Kingdoms, King Henry ſpould 
ne uſe of all the Power of his Arms to reduce hin 
and make no Peace with him, but with the Conſent 9 
King Charles, the Duke of Burgundy, and the three 
Eſtates of England and France. 
King Henry Theſe and many more Articles being confirmed, King 
marries. the Henry, attended with many Noblemen and Ladies, and 
Princeſs Ka the Princeſs Karhariue, attended with the Queen her No. 
ther, the Duke of Burgundy and his Council, wentt 
St. Peter's Church in Troyes, and going up together 
to the high Altar, where the Articles of Peace were o. 
penly read, ſealed by both Kings, and a ſolemn Oy 
taken to obſerve them, the King and Princeſs joiniq 
their Hands, were ſolemnly married. Then the Dyke 
of Burgundy took an Oath to obey King Heary as Re. 
ent of France, during the Life of Charles the preſent 
King: and that after his Deceaſe he would obey him a 
his Liege Subject. And in Concluſion of all, the Peaet 
was proclaim'd both in French and Engliſh, and the 
Articles of it publiſhed in Paris, and all the principal 
Cities of France. King Henry ſent Order to his Bro- 
ther the Duke of Bedford to proclaim it likewiſe in 
Exeland, inſtructing him to alter his Title in his Pro- 
clamations and Seals, which was to run thus during 
the Freuch King's Life, Henry 7 the Grace of God, Min 
of England, Heir and Regent of the Realm of France, an 
Lord of Ireland. The Nuptials were ſolemniſed wit 
the utmoſt Pomp and Magnificence; and all the Nobilk 
ty that were at the French Court ſwore Fidelity to him; 
at which Time he made the following Speech 0 
them : | 
My noble Lords, I do aſſure you, it is and ſhall 
my perpetual Concern, how, by all my Coanſels and tt 
tions, I may make both theſe Nations, now by the I 
vour of Heaven ſo fortunately united, a great and flouriſ 
ing Kingdom ; and as it is at preſent the moſt flouriſbing i 
Europe, ſo all Animeſities and Factions extiaguſped, i 
may continue happy, as well as great, to all future u. 
cefſions. To accompliſh this noble Deſign, it is meceſſay, 
that we all endeavour to ſuppreſs the Flames of thoſe wi 
Diſſentions, which are alone kept alive by that Perſih 
whom you have juſtly deprived of the Honour of bei 
Dauphin of France. That our Country therefore n 
flouriſh in Peace, and undiſturbd Greatneſs, we muſt tf 
our utmoſt Power to reduce him to that Obedience 4 
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r to bis Father, and his Sovereign, and to oblige 3 Hen. V. 
* 7; ſubmit to that Government wick has been 72 , 
bliſped by an Aſſembly of the States of the Kingdom; which 
if not effected, France will not only be expoſed to preſent 
Calamities, but the Fears of greater from the overn- 
ment of one, who has already ſhewn ſuch Marks of Ty- 
ay. Then declaring his high Eſteem of the French 
Nation, he exhorted them to an Union of Hearts and 
Affections, as well as of Nations, with ſuch obliging 
and graceful Behaviour, that they departed with the ut- 
molt SatisfaQtion. | 

King Henry having now almoſt arrived at the higheſt King Hen 
Pitch of his Deſires, had nothing to fear but the -c 
phin, and his Party: Wherefore as ſoon as the For- Papbin and 
malities of the Marriage were over, he ſet himſelf to bis Party. 
reduce him. On the other Hand, the Daupbiu's Party, 
conſidering they were overmatched in Power, thought 
it was belt to be only upon the defenſive, till For- 
tine ſhould give a more favourable Opportunity; and 
therefore came to a Reſolution, that the Dauphin's 
Life, upon which all their Hopes depended, ſhould. be 
in no Caſe hazarded, but that they would raiſe what 
Force they could, and put ſtrong Gariſons into the 
Places in their Power, and only be upon the defenſive. 
In the mean Time, the two Kings, and Duke of Bar- 
guuch, reſolving to uſe all poſſible Means to reduce 
them, beſieged Sent, a Town in Burgundy, which after 
twelve Days ſurrendred; and thence marching to Mon- 
tereau, took it, and taking up the Body of the mur- 
thered Duke of Burgundy, ſent it in great Pomp to be 
inter; d at Dijon, the Capital of his Dukedom. Aſter- Men bes 
wards the King beſieged Melun, a ſtrong Town ſeged. 
in the INe of France, where he met with a very reſo- 
lute Oppoſition, While he lay before the Town, it 
chanced that two of the Exgliſh Lords began a Con- 
tention, about entring a new Mine, to decide which, 
the King himſelf went in firſt, and meeting there with 
the Lord Barbaſon, fought with him over the Barriers, 
doth behaving themſelves gallantly, till at length they 
reſolved to diſcover themſelves ; and firſt Barbaſen made 
known his Name, and then King Hezry his, whereup- 
on Barbaſon retired, and cauſed the Barricadoes to be 
cloſed, and King Henry returned ſafe to his Camp. The 


beſieged defending the Town very obſtinately, the King 


of France ſummoned them to yield to their 1 — 
ove- 
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, 142% Sovereign; but they reſolutely anſwered, That thy 

CY M world joyſully open their Gates to their Monarch; 9% 

would never obey an Engliſh King, tbe antient and mort 

Enemyef France. And there being a ſtrong Party of Sen 

in the Gariſon, the young King of Scotland, now in 

the Army with King Henry, ſent to require them upop 

their Allegiance, that they ſhould not make uſe of ther 

Arms againſt Troops, where he was in Perſon, but 

come and fight under their King's Standard. They an- 

ſwered, they would not own or obey him as their King, 

Who was in the Power of another: For which Afﬀeont, 

twenty of them were executed upon the taking of the 

Place. At Length, they being extremely diſtreſſed wit 

„Fl amine, and other Calamities incident to long Sieges 
Ane after a Siege of eighteen Weeks, ſurrendred. 

King Henry having put an Exgliſh Gariſon into M. 
lun, the two Kings and Queens of France and England, 
who, during the Siege, bad lain at Corbeil, returned 

King Henry's to Paris, which they entred in great State; the two 
ach io Kings riding under a rich Canopy, followed by the 
85 Dukes of Clarence and Bedford; and on the other Side 
of the Way the Duke of Burgundy in deep Mourning, 

and the Nobility of each Nation in their proper Or- 

der; the Clergy in Proceſſion carrying the venerable 
Reliques, walked before them to the Cathedral of 
Notredame ; the Citizens received them with dun 

Marks of Honour and Reſpect, with rich, Preſents, 

Flags and Streamers, cauſing the Conduits to run with 

Wine, and ſhewing the utmoſt Demonttrations of Joy 

The Mur- and Satisfaction; where the firſt Thing they did after 
_ ou or their Arrival, was to put to Death the Murtherers of the 
Bargandy Duke of Barguzdy, of which ſeveral of the Captains were 
puniſhed. found guilty, and were puniſhed accordingly ; and among 
them Bertrand de Chaumont, a Gaſcoigu, who had been 

much in Favour with King Heury, was executed for hav- 

ing conveyed away one Amerion de Laa, who was prov- 

ed guilty of the ſame Crime; and altho* the Duke of Bar- — 

undy himſelf, and the Duke of Clarence, interceded fot "orc 

Tim to King Henry, yet he was inexorable, ſaying, he 13 

would have no Traytors in his Army. The valiant Bar- N 


baſon was likewiſe accuſed by the Duke of Burgundy, * - 
as an Accomplice in his Father's Death ; and tho — — 


the Evidence was not clear, yet there being Grounds 
for Suſpicion, he was kept in Priſon nine Years, till 


he was delivered by the Dauphine, at the raking V. 
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Calle Galliard. Sore Hiſtorians relate, that he favedhis 8 Heh. v. 
Life by pleadingy # ud be Diſmonexy to Kim Henty, AV 
1 put to Dearb a Perſon, wbb was bis Brother in "Arms, | 
ad had ſignali ved himſelf in'a*fingle Combat with him; 
which was allowed by the Heralds to be the fund 
Thing as if he had Fought with fim in appointed Liſts. 

Ki Henry being returned to Paris, kept his Court King Henry's i 
and beim in the Louvre, which was moſt "ich Srandeur. 
1nd maphificent, all the Grandeur in Frauce being to 
de ſeen there, and many military Shews and Paſtimes, 
day; and King Char les k 


5 kept his in the Horel S. Pot; 
ind much inferior in all Reſpects. King Henry com- 
munded- alli had the Diſpoſal of all Places of Truſt 
and Honour, and therefore was courted by all the 
french Nobility and Gentry, and was looked upon by all 
foreign Embafladors, as well as the native French; as 
their King: He placed and difplaced Officers at Plea- 
ſure, and as Regent of Fraxce, reformed Abuſes, re- 
dreſſed Grievances, and corrected all Miſcarriages in 
the Government; while Charles the King of France, 
had indeed the Name, but lived very privately; as ons 
whoſe Power Was out of Date. K ing Henry cauſed anew 
Coin to be ſtamp'd, call'd a Salate, to expreſs the Union 
of the two Kingdoms; on the Reverſe of which, the 
Arms of -Bxpland and France were quartered together. 

While King Henry remained at Parit, a Parliament King En 
g3s-call'd, in which the Agreement berween the two freche fu. 
Kings was acknowledged by King Churles, as made by jament a, 
his Aſſent, and by the Advice of the whole Count Paris: _ 
eil of France; which being ratified by the general 
dates of the Kingdom, and ſolemnly ſworn to by all 
the Nobility and Magiſtrates, the Inſtruments were 
lent into Eng lamd, to be laid up in King Henry's Ex- 
chequer at Weſtminſter. This Parliament particularly 
examined into the Murther of the Duke of Bargun- 

d, and ſolemnly ſentenced all the Actors and Aceom- 

plices in it; who were laid under Obligations to build 
Churches, and to perform ſeveral publick Acts of Cha- 

ty, by Way of Penanee; to expiate that execrable 

Fa. They likewiſe ſummon'd the Dauphin himſelf be- 

fore the Grand Marble Table, with all the uſual For- The Da- 
malities ; and for Non-appearance publickly attainted phin - AF 
and convicted him of the Murther, and declared Him inherited. 
mworthy of the Sueceſſion to the Crown of France, 
and ſentenced him te be baniſhed the Kingdom for 

Vor. I. G g | ever, 


* 
/ 


450 The Hiſtory of EN OGL AN p. 


142 ever. On the other Hand, the Dauphin appealed 90 
LY God and his Sword, againſt this Sentence, as given 
buy incompetent Judges, and removed the Parliamen 
and Univerſity to the City of Poidiers. Thus wa « 
very Thing double in France; there were two Ki 
two Regents, two Parliaments, two Conſtables, tw 
Chancellors, two Admirals, and ſo of moſt of the 
great Officers. _—_— 
 Chre/tmas being over, and the grand Affairs of Fra, 
dens to being as well ſettled as thpſe unſettled Times wollt 
: 2 King How? reſolved to leave Francę a While, 
d go into England, to have his Queen crowned; and 
having appointed his Brother, the Duke of Clare, 
his Lieutenant, and left the Duke of Exeter, with fie 
hundred Men at Paris, he went to Roar in gren 
State; where haying: remaiped ſome Time to receig 
the Homage of the Nobility of Normandy, he repaired 
to Amiens, and from thence to Calais; and taking Shi 
with a glorious Train he croſſed the Seas to Doc, 
where arriving about Candlemat, he made a triumphant 
Entry into London, where he was received by the Peo. 
le with as great Joy, as if he had been an Angel from 
eaven. 20 N 
. King Henry being ſafely arrived in Exgland, woull 
not enter upon any Buſineſs, till he had given his Sub 
2 8 an Example of his Devotion, in returning publick 
hanks to God, for the Succeſs he had given himin 
France; and accordingly appointed a Day by Proc 
mation, to be kept on that Account, throughout E 


the twenty fourth of Febraary, which was performet 
with great Magnificence, by the Archbiſhop of Cam- 
Bury. There was alſo more than ordinary Coſt and Map 
— 2 beſtowed on the Coronation Dinner; for tho 
it was Lent, and ſo conſiſted of Fiſh, and ſweet Meas 
chiefly, there were ſuch rare Devices in each Courſe, s 
were never before ſeen, upon the like Occaſion. 
The Solemnity of the Coronation being over, tit 
King, Queen, and many of the Nobility, took a Jour 
" ney to York, where they were received with great Jo) 
and richly preſented by the Citizens. The Que 
continued there, while the King went in Pilgrimage 9 
Bridlington, where having paid his Devotions, he too 
a Progreſs through great Part of his Kingdom, — 
the Complaints of the Injured and Oppreſſed, * 


and; and appointed the Queen's Coronation to be o 
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10 Reaſon to ſbeu them any Favour, but puniſh them 
more ſeverely, becauſe for the Sake of a little Gain, or 
| Friendip, they bad rob'd him of what he moſt valued, 
bis People's Love and Aﬀettions. 


451 
ſing their Wrongs, puniſhing the Corrupters of Ju- 9 Hen. v. 
ſtice, and reforming Abuſes in the Government, not | 
ſparing the greateſt of the Miniſters, if he found them 

ilty of Miſdemeanors in their Places; telling them, 
has fince they had no 23m to his Honour, which 
was wounded by their Injuſtice and Partiality, he had 


While theſe Things paſſed in Ezgland, the Duke The Duke 


of Clarence having ordered the Forces which were in of c 
. invades An- 


Normandy, to attend him, began an Invaſion. in An- ;,,, and is 


jan; but having 
of Aleuſon was come into thoſe Parts with a conſide- 
table Body of the Dauphin's Forces, and that ſeven 
hundred Scots were coming to join him, under the 
Command of the Earls of Doxzglas and Bxchan, he 
intended to give the Duke of Aleuſon Battle before the 
Scots had joined him; and being informed by ſome ſtrag- 
ling Scots, that the French were but a ſmall Party, and 
might eaſily be 8 his Forces, (tho* indeed they 
were much greater,, and had been join'd by the Scott) the 
Duke of Clarence being haſty and .credulous, ſet upon 
them, and after a ſharp Battle, wherein the Exgliſb 


loſt one thouſand five hundred Men, was ſlain, be- 


ing wounded in the Face by a Spear, and afterwards 
ſtruck down to the Ground with a T runcheon, by the Earl 
of Buchan; and ſeveral Noblemen, and diverſe Perſons 
of Note, as welt as common Soldiers, were taken Pri- 
ſoners : But tho? the Victory fell to the French, it coſt 
them one thouſand two hundred Men. The Earl of Sa- 
licbury having notice of this AQtion, made all the Haſte 
he could to recover the Loſs received ; but came too late 
todo any Service; only the French flying at his Approach, 
left the Dead at'his Diſpoſal ; and ſo he ſent the Duke's 
Body to Roan, to be conveyed to England, and buried. The 
King was till in his Progreſs, and had left Leiceſter to go 
to Tori; and having viſited the Shrine of John of Bever- 
ley by the Way, heard the News of his Brother's Death, 
Which he received with Abundance of Sorrow, and re- 
ſolved to revenge it very ſeverely upon the French. 


About the * of May, a Parliament met ———2 
Weſtminſter, and granted the King a fifteenth of the — —4 


Laity, and the Clergy being met in Convocation, gave 


Gg2 


received Intelligence, that the Duke ſain. 


dition to 
him Franca. Fx -4 
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ar. hun two Penths; but this being too little to ſupport ſo 
great a Charge, he pawned his Crown again to the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter for twenty thouſand Pounds; and with thi, 
Money prepared, his third Expedition into Fance. And 
having made his Brother, the Duke of Bedford, Regent 
of the Kingdom, and left with him an Army of thirty 
thouſand, to defend the Nation agaigſt the Scots, who 
had. engaged in the . Intereſt of the Dauphin; he with 
four thouſand Horſe, and twenty four thouſand F 
began his Journey to Fraxce; and embarking at Dover, 
landed at Cz/ais the tenth of Fane, with all his Forces, 
having the King of Scots with him, to draw off the 
Scart from taking Part with the Haupbin. This King 
5 of the Seozs had been taken by Fleury the fourth, ten 
Vears before, and was ſet at Liberty by King Hen 
the fifth, to return to his own Country; but he went 
not till the next Rei gg. 
King Henry King Henry being landed in Fance, in his third and 
— — laſt Expedition, went to pay a Viſit to his Father and Mo- 
Brrewdy to ther, the K ing and Queen of Frauce, before he would en- 
raiſe thee ter upon any Action: And being met on che Road by the 
— Duke of ungundy, who gave him a Petition from the 
Governor. of Chartres, who had valiantly - defended 
the Ton for three Weeks, againſt all the Dauphin's 
Foroes, and now began to be ſtreightned ſo much, that 
he could hold, out no longer; he made the Duke 
Commander of his Armies, and ſent. him to relieve 
the Town with all Speed. Upon his Approach the 
Daupbin taiſed the Siege, and retreated to Zours. King 
Heury, in the mean Time, went on to Paris, to pay 
his deſigned Viſit, and was honourably received and 
entertained by the King and Queen of France. ln his 
Paſſage he took a ſmall Fort called La Ferte, which 
ſurrendred upon Summons ; but it was ſoon after be- 
trap'd to the Daxphin by the Commander. T9 
King Hery King Henry being arrived at Paris, bad, great Invi- 


perfues Me tations to pals his Time in Pleaſures, every one be- 
— ing defirous to pleaſe him with the moſt grateful De- 


Ih ne but his Mind was wholly engaged in the Glory 
Cen 


ſmall Advantages the Dauphin had gained; wherefors 
having added ſome French Forces to his Army, he 
He tokes ſs marehed towards the Loire, to fight the Dazphin, who 


veral Towns had given it out, that he, would try the Fortune of 3 
— "Field Co 


urage failed 


Battle with King Henry; but his 
| | upon 


, Which ſeemed a little-eclipſed by the 


the lat 
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pon King Henry's Approach, and he withdrew to- 
wards Bourges, where he lay ſtill, not giving King Heu- 

any Moleſtation or Hindrance in his Victories; for 
which he was by Way of Jeer, called the King of 
Bourget. King Henry meeting with no Oppoſition, 


proceeded with all Expedition, to reduce all Places to 


his Obedience, and — Dreauæ, ſat dowij be- 
fore that Place. The Inhabi 
apprehenſive of Danger, beat a Parley, promiſing t 
ſurrender the T'own on the twentieth of Auguſt, if no 
Relief came in the mean Time, which was according- 
lydone; and eight hundred of the Dauphin's Men were 
permitted to depart in Safety, having fworn to Kin 
Henry, not to bear Arms againſt him for a Year enſu- 
ing. Mezeray relates, that while the King lay before 
this Place, an unknown Hermit came to him, and re- 
preſented the great Evils he brought upon Chriſtendom, 
by his unjuſt Ambition and Uſarpation of the Crown 
of France, againſt known Right, and the Will of Hea- 
ven; wheretore in the Name of God, he threatned 
bim with a ſevere and- ſudden Puniſhment, if he did 
not deſiſt. The King looking upon this to be either a 
viſionary Fancy, or 1 of the Dauphin, pro- 
ſecuted his Deſigns with t | 
ing the Dauphin was retired to Baugency, he marched 
thither ; but not finding him there, took that Place, 
and ſeveral other Towns, and defigned to have attack- 
ed him at Bourget, where he lay ſtrongly fortified; but 


the latter having carried — and deſtroyed all the 


Forage and Proviſions of the Country, the King's Ar- 
my was forced to retreat back to Orleans. 
King Heury 


flying Dauphin, and provided Engines and alſ other N 
ceſſaries, marched Out with his whole Army to Nach 
the City of Meaux in Brie. This City was bf great 
Stre and well man'd, and furniſhed/ with Provi- 
ſſons. The Suburbs of it were large and populons, and 
King Henry being ſenſible, that if his coming were cer- 


tunly known, the Dauphiniſts would burn —— ſent the 


Duke of Exeter before him, with four thouſand Men to 


prevent it, following himlielf within a few Days; and 
on the ſixth! of October inveſted the Place, encldſed his 
Camp with::ar Intrenchment, and rais'd his Batteries 
aanſt the Walls, and 7 The Baſtard De Varus 

8 3 


Was 


tants and Gariſon being 
t 


e greater Vigour, and hear- 


having refreſhed and recruited his Army, King Hemy 


which had been fatigued and diminiſhed in 22 
e- 
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was Governor of the City, who had with him man 
Officers, and a thouſand ſelect Soldiers, beſides the In. 
habitants, who were alſo reſolute to defend the Place 
to the laſt. Extremity ; and indeed they gallantly helg 
out forthe Space of ſeven Months, during which Time 

eat Numbers, both of the Beſieged and Beliegers, died 

y Sickneſs, Sallies, or Shot from the Walls. 

While this Siege was carrying on, King fleur) had 
the Satisfaction of hearing that Queen Katherine wy; 
delivered of a young Prince at Vindſor, on St. Nichs. 
las's Day, to whom he gave the Name of Henry Sy 
les Foxs. It is generally reported, that when he heard 
his Son was born at W;zdfor Cuſtle, he raiſed a bad 
Omen from the Place of his Birth, as foreboding ſome 
unhappy Fate, and ſpoke theſe nr Words to his 
Chamberlain, the Lord Fiiz-Hugh, 1 Henry, born & 
Monmouth, Hall a ſmall Time reign and gain much; 
aud Henry, born at Windſor, Hall reign long and li: 
all; but God's Will be done. 

Chriſtmas was now. come; and tho' King Henry al. 


takes Meanx ways kept it with ſome Solemnity, yet he choſe rathe 
by Aſſault. 


to abridge himſelf of that Cuſtom, than break up the 
Siege of Meauæx, tho* the Extremity of tae Weather, 
both for Cold and Wet, the Sickneſs of the Army, and 
the great Loſſes which he ſuſtained by the Beſieged, they 
having killed many of his Men, and among the reſt, 
the Earl of Worceſter, and Lord Cl:ford, might have 
diſcouraged him; but theſe Difficulties rather encreaſed 
his Reſolution : Whereupon he battered the Walls 
more fiercely; and having laid Bridges over the River 
Marn, begirt it ſo cloſe, that it was much diſtreſſed. 
However they held out as reſolutely, as Men in 6 
much Danger could, having had Intelligence, that the 
Arms of the Dauphin had been ſucceſsful in Normandy, 
and had taken Azraxches, ſo that King Henry would 
be obliged to ſend away Part of his Forces to ſecure 
his Conqueſts there ; which he did under.the Command 
of the Earl of Salisbury, who ſoon regained that Town, 
The Town reſolutely bent upon holding out,. Ne 
deſired to haye a valiant Commander, the Seigneur 
ment, for their Goyerngr.; and. be. found an Op 
ortunity 10 approach the Walls with, füt) ſeled Sol 
ters, in order to enter the Town; but being readi to 
be receiv'd by Ladders, over the Walls in the Ni 
| | W/E ot Toft ties L6 


raged, 
all thel 
yering | 
their 
entred 
plantin 
not wit 
not de 
Words 
Cauſe, 
they wi 
* 
2 G: 
ure, c 
de Par 
were t 
The C 
a Tre 
becauſ 
Burgu 
of the 
it. D 
of the 
ficers 
of M. 
mitted 
to hin 
the Ge 
hearin 
that v 


The Reign of King Huw ar V. 


455 


his Followers were diſcovered by the Centinels; and he 10 Hen. v. 


himſelf not being able to recover the Ladders, fell into 
the Ditch ; and being encumbred with his heavy Armour, 
and wounded, was taken Priſoner, with moſt of his 
Companions. At this Diſappointment they were diſcou- 
raged, and deſpairing to hold out long, vegan to carry 
all their Goods into the Caſtle : But the Beſiegers diſco- 
yering what they were about, and unwilling to loſe 
their Booty, made a ſudden and furious Attack, and 
entred the Town Sword in Hand ; and King He 
planting his Canon, began to batter the Caſtle, whic 
notwithſtanding they were reduced to Extremity, did 
not defiſt from provoking the Euxgliſs by opprobrious 
Words, as if they had been invincible ,; which was the 
Cauſe, that when they were obliged at Length to yield, 
they were reduced to ſuch hard Conditions, as no Town 
tefore had impoſed upon them ; for the whole Town 
and Gariſon were to be Priſoners, at the King's Plea- 
ſure, only to have their Lives ſaved: But the Governor 
de Varut, and ſome other Pegſons of Quality and Note, 
were to be delivered up, to be immediately executed. 
The Governor was beheaded, and his Body hung on 
2 Tree, before the Town called by his own Name, 
becauſe he had before hang'd on it many Exgliſp and 
Burgundians ; his Head being fixed upon the Top 
of the ſame Tree, his Standard alſo being ſet up b 
it. Diverſe others were executed, and all the Wealth 
of the Place was diſtributed by King Henry to his Of- 
ficers and moſt deſerving Soldiers. Upon the taking 
of Meauæx, diverſe other Places ſurrendred, and ſub- 
mitted to King Henry; while others were ſet on fire, 
to hinder him of the Fraies of conquering them. Ani 
the Governors of the Places, in the Marches of Beam vais, 
hearing, that King Hewry had taken Towns and Forts, 
that were thought to be impregnable, were under ſuch 
Apprehenſions of the Irreſiſtibleneſs of his Power, 
that they ſent Deputies to him to treat about ſurren- 
dring at the Time appointed, if the Dauphin did not 
gre them due Aſſiſtance: So that all the Iſle of France, 
rie, Lainnois, and Champain, became intirely ſuhject 
to King Hezry, who put moſt of his faithful Captains 
into the moſt important Places of them, and then te- 
turned to Bois d St. Vincens, to his, Father and Mo- 
ther, the King and Qucen f France, who gave him a 
joytul Welcome. 


Gg 4 Queen 
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Queen Katherine being perfectly recovered of all 
the King's Succeſſes whoſe'Glory ſounded all over the 
World, greatly defired the Sight. of his Perfon ; ang 
for that End prepared for a Voyage to France. Joln 
Duke of Bedford, having deputed his Brother Humphrey, 
Duke of Gloceſter, in his Abſence, ſet fait with the 
Queen from Southampton, and landed at Harffeur, the 
twenty fifth of May, and with encreafing Trains of 
Nobility, by eaſy Jeurneys arrived at Roan, and from 
thenee proceeded to Bois de St. Vincennes, to which 
Place King Henry, her Father and Mother, in great 
State came to meet her, with the utmoſt Demonſtra- 
tions of Joy. They all ſtaid a ſmall Time at Bois 4. 
St. Vincennes, and on M hitſun Eve, removed to Pari, 
where King Henry, in the Caſtle of the Louvre, and 
the French King in the Hoſtel St. Pol, kept their hui. 
ſuntide in the greateſt State and Magnificence ; King 
Henry and his Queen fitting in their Robes with their 
Crowns on their Heads, and keeping their Court with 
a wonderful Confluence of People, while the King of 
France appeared but like Tome petty Prince or Noble- 
man to him. King Hemy governed and diſpoſed all 
Things, and the King of Fance cöntentedly ſuffered 
him to act like a Sovereign; at which, tho* many of 
the French were uneaſy, yet the Ezgliſh King was too 
great to be oppoſed : But their Reſentments were ſome- 
thing abated by King Herry's juſt and moderate Go- 
vernment, and exact Adminiſtration of Juſtice. By this 
juſt Conduct he gained the Love of the common Peo- 
ple, who looked upon him, not as their Conqueror, 
but as their Father and Protector. * 2 
The Dauphin, who had conſtant Intelligence of 
King Henry's Actions, was not remiſs. to Jay hold of 
pportunity of regaining what had been conquered 
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the ſixteenth of Auguſt 
by Conſent? agree | | 
of 4 Battle on that Day; and this was mutually declar- 
edby their Heralds. The Duke of rf Forces 
being inferior to the Daupbin's ſent Word of the Ap- 
pointment to King Heyry, deſiring he would ſend him 
more Forces. The King fent him Word, that he would 
come himſelf with his whole Army to join him in the 
Battle; and accordingly began his March; but having, by 
the long Fatigues he had undergone in the Wars, con- 
trated a Fever and a Flux, was not able to proceed; 
and therefore remained at Seulis, ſending his Army un- 
der the Duke of Bedford, to affiſt the Duke of Bar- 
gin. The King, tho? he was very ill of his Diſtem- 
per, was very deſirous to be at the | 
fore was carried after them in a Horſe- litter, that if he gen 
could not enga 
leaſt animate them with his Preſence. us Was he 
carried as far as Melun; but his Diſtemper increaſing, 
his Body being tog feeble to anſwer to the Greatneſs of 
his Mind, he was obliged to give over his Deſign, and 
return to Bois de Si. Vincennes. The Duke of Bur- 
97 77 th, joined by the Duke of Bedford and Earl 
of Warwick, advanced to Cone, which was beſieged by 
the Dauphin, and encamped near the Town, The 
Dauphin, tho' he had faithfully promiſed by his Herald, 
to abide the Field, and try his Fortune by a Battle, yer 
as ſoon as he ſaw the Exgliſ Colours diſplayed, not- 
withſtanding his Vaunts, raiſed the Sjege and retreated 
to Bourget. Upon this the Duke of Bedford being de- 
firons to do ſomething for his Maſter's Honour, and 
to gratify the eager Courage of the Soldiers, who were 
unwilling to return back without Action, led the Army 
to Troyes in Champain, and began the Siege of that im- 
portant Place : 
could be attempted, the Duke of Bedford receiy 
mournful News, that his Brother, King Henrys Life 
was in Dajiger ;- Upon which he left the Army, and at- 
tended with ſome Friends, rode full 1 to Bors de 
K. Vinrennet. This News put fach a Pamp upon the 
could got proceed 
iet and Salisbury, 


Spirits of the whole Army, that the 
in the Siege, and ſo the Eart af #/; 


. 


and the reſt of the Nodility, retarned to the King. 
The Duke of Bedfor4 and other Nobelemen being 
arrived at /Inceawes, aud ſecing the low ane 

8 * | 5 von- 


The Dauphin and the Duke, to Hes. v. 
to put the Cauſe to the Deciſion 


ttle ; and there- The King 


with them in the Fight, he might at Barden 


ut before any Thing conſidetable be King's 
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King Henrys for his young Son after his 


farewell 
Speech, 


| Confideration of the Frailty and Uncertainty 
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Condition of King Henry, much lamented his approach. 
Jing and untimely End; but the King, as unconcerneq 


at his own. Death, looked chearfully upon them, and 
comforting them, for his Departure from them, gave 
them Directions for the ** of his Kingdoms 
eceaſe, to this Effed. 
That he knew his Death would be born by them with 
great Sorrow ; but they had as little Reaſon to be troubled 
at it as he himſelf had: For tho indeed his Life aud Reigy 
had been but ſhort, yet that was ſo far from diſturh 
him, that be placed it among one of his Felicities, that 
Should not outlive his Glories, but carry flouriſhing Las- 
rels out of the World with bim; That tho” indeed much 


Blood had been ſhed in his Quarrel, yet his Conſcience as. 


cuſed him of no' Guilt ”—_ that Account ; for it wa 
only for the Recovery of his undonbted Right ; That he 
was ſenſible his untimely Death would create great Trou- 


bles to them, and all his * i becauſe be ſhould leay ' 


them in ſuch a Multitude of 
of all world: 
ly Things foould mitigate their Concern. Having thus 
comforted them concerning his own Death, he gave 
them Directions about his Son, earneſtly entreating 
them, To love Prince Henry, his Infant Son, and ther 
King; to take Care of his Education, and to give bin 
pions Examples, that he might be made fit to rule ſo great 
Kingdoms ; That they would comfort his Wife now the moſt 
diſconſolate Princeſs living, That they would never male 
Peace with the Dauphin «pox any other Condition tba 
that of having all the Duledom of Normandy tire) 


uſineſs 4450 of but the 


ſecured to the Crown of England ; That they would pre- 


ſerve a rig Union among themſelves, and not diſcharge 
the Dake of Orleans, and other noble French Priſoner, 
till his Son became of Age to govern, leſt being at Liber. 
Ph they might be troubleſome in France. He recommended 

is Brother, the Duke of Glocelier, to govern Eng: 


land, aud the Dule of Bedford, with the 8 of 
the Dake of Þ undy, Yo! ane France. The Noble 
men, full of Grief, ſtood ſilent about him, and pro- 


miſed him to perform what he had deſired. 
The King having thus ſettled his temporal Affair, 


King Herry turned his houghts wholly upon a Preparation for that 


Rintielf for 


Death. 


State, which he was ſeufible by the Violence of his 
Didemper, he Was juſt teady to enter upon.” And or. 
ering his Phyſicians to be called in, he — ao 
x i; : b , 
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them; how long it|was poflible he could live, and they 10 Hen. v. 


declining a direct Anſwer, he charged them upon their 
Allegiance to tell him their Opinion plainly. And after 
ſome little Conſultation among themſelves, one of them 


in the Name of the reſt, kneeling down, ſaid, Sir, think 


our Soul ; for as we judge, without a Miracle, you 
. live longer than two . 5H Whereupon eu 
dered his Chaplains to be call'd, bidding them to do 
their Office, and fit his Soul for its Diſſolution. And 
having made his Confeſſion, and received the Sacrament, 
he commanded them to ſing the ſeven Penitential Pſalms, 
and when in the 51ſt Pſalm, they came to thoſe Words, 
Build up the Walls of Fernſalem, he bad them ſtop, and 
burſt out into this Ejaculation, Lord, tbon knoweſt that 
it was in my real Purpoſes to conquer Jeruſalem, and reſ- 
cue it out of the Hands of the Infidels, if it had pleaſed 
thee to lengthen out my Life, but thy Providence hath de- 
feated my Deſign ; thy Will be done. And then, before 


they could proceed many Verſes farther he expired, on He dies. 


the 31ſt Day of Auguſt, 1422. in the 340, or as others 
ſay, the 36 Year of his Age; after a ſhort, but moſt 
lorious and triumphant Reign of nine Years, four 
onths, 'and eleven Days; leaving a Son of eight 
Months old, Heir of all his Dominions, whoſe Educa- 
tion was at the Deſire of his Father committed to the 
Duke of Exeter. | 


By the Gratitude of his Friends, his Funeral Obſequies The Manner 
were proportioned to his Merit and Grandeur. His af his Bui 
Bowels being taken out, were intert'd in the Church 


of St. Maur de 7. fer, and his Body being embalmed 
was encloſed in a Coffin of Lead, and being attended 
by all the Lords and great Men, as well of Fraxce as 
gland, and the whole Army, was brought with much 
Honour and Lamentation to Paris, and there being 
ſet in the Church of Norredame, ſolemn Obſequies were 
ſaid for him ſeveral Days, and a great deal of Money 
— to the Poor. From thence he was carried to 
Loan, where he remain'd till all Things could be 
teady for his Conyeyance into Exgland, and Burial 
there; then being removy'd to Calais, he was carried to 
Dover, and thence to London, where the Corps being 
ſet in St. Paul's Church, his Exequies were again ce- 
lebrated. The Entrance into Paſſage thro* Lon- 
don was very magnificent. His Corps was laid on a 


Chariot of State, richly adorn'd with Cloth of _ 


* 
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ſlender, had 1 its Limbs well proportioned, and 

ftrongl ente, by Neck | ong, his Hair black, and 

mahly Beauty appear'd in his Face, a Sprightlineſs in his 

Eyes his Spegch; grave, and bis Wiſdom conſpicuous 

n all his Adions. His Strength and Agility, was ad- 

mirable in. all the Exerciſes. he form'd; he was tem 
| tne 


perate, chaſte, .inur'd 10 all the Hardſhips of War, ps 
tient of Heat, Cold, Hunger and. Fhirſt, Thar be ws 
as brave 38 the brapell Captain el Rome, appeas, 


ö that he thought £00 
q engage in himſelf, and never put his _ 
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in that be 


hat be ynderzogk no Enterpr 
Periiqus 


opon an 

14 aàud on a Bed on the ſame Chariot was laid an Effigies de N 
WY VM repreſenting his Perſon as neat as could be, the Head, bis Subj 
| thereof of maſſy Silver, with, imperial Robes, a Crown Wl diſpleas's 
of Gold, a Scepter and Globe, Iike à triumphant Mo. WM to burth: 
arch; and a Canopy of very great Value was. born ll cqually ; 
over his Body by certain Noblemep.. The Chariot ws gious ac 
drawn by fix Horſes in rich Hargeſs; the firlt bote the be was t. 
Arm of 58 Go e, 15 (econ ge 2 of Norma. icticks i 

, the third thoſe of Ki thur, the tourth thoſe jon, an 

8 Edward, the fifth des Kun of # ance, the — 5 in th 
thoſe of England. The Corps was attended by ame; Councils 
Kivg of Scoxs, as principal Mourner the Nobility fol. il perfuing 
low'd according to their Quality; the Banners of the bis Deat 
Saints were born by four ords, and the great Stan. Admirat 
dard by the Baron Dualey, aud the Banner by the Eat His Q 

of Longueville. The Hatchments were carried by twelve io Eng/a 
Commanders; and five hundred Men at Arms, all in . Gentlen 
black Armour, their Horſes. barb'd black, and their chan 2 p! 
 Lances held with their Points downward, rode around Perſonaę 
the Chariot, which was alſo ſurrounded with three bim into 
hundred clothed in white, bearing lighted Torches, with Jaſper, * 
Lords bearing Banners, Bannerols and Penons; then bereſt ma 
followed the King's Houſhold: cloth'd in Black, and WI Daughte 
after them the Royal Family in deep Mourning. The merſer, 
78 Queen, with a noble Retinue, followed at s er, a 
gue's Diſtance ; and in this pompous Manner de er u 
Corps was attended from Bois de Vicennes to Pari, "2008 h 
and ſo to Roan,; to Abbeville, rp Calais, to Dover; 1 
from thence thrq' the City of London to HWe/tminſier, 4 Yea 
where it was inter'd among his. Royal Anceſtors in tied in « 
November, by St. Edvard the Confeſſor, and jhis Ef ln her C 
figies laid pon his Tomb, where it remains ſtill, but Was take 
headleſs, the Head being taken away. f it ſtill re 
His Stature was tall and majeſtick; his Body, tho! at Plc: 
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diſpleas'd with his Condition, as when he had Occaſion 
0 burthen them with Taxes, which he always laid as 
equally and lightly as 7 be could. He was reli- 
rious according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times; for tho? 
he was too ſevere With the Lollardt, yet they being He- 
eticks in his Judgment, it was the Error of his Reli- 
gion, and not of his Mind. He was ſtrict and impar- 
tial in the Diſtribution of Juſtice. He was wiſe in his 
Cooncils, magnanimous in his Deſigns, and teſdlute in 
perluing them: His whole Life from his Manhood to 
his Death, was the Wonder of his own Age, and the 
Admiration of Polterity, . ra 


461 
n any Action, to which he durſt not lead them in 10 Hen. v. 


Perſon. As he was brave, he was generous; he treated 
his Subjects like his Children, and was never ſo much 


4 - 


His Queen, who not long after his Death came over Queen N 
to England, was afterwards married to H’ Tudor, à ie, aa. 
Gentleman of Maler, more eminent for noble Birth ar 9*® 


than a plentiful Fortune; but being of*a very graceful 


Perſonage, found ſuch Favour with her that ſne received _ 


tim into her Bed, and by him had three Sous, Edmand, 


Jaſper, and Owen. Edmund was afterwards by het In- 


tereſt made Earl of Richmond, and martied to Margaret 


Daughter and ſole Heireſs to F | 
Somerſet, natural Son of John of Gant, Duke of Lar- 
caſter, and by him ſhe was Mother of King Henry VII. 
Jaſper was made Earl of Pembrook, by King Henry VI. 
"2008 Katherine ſurvived Owen, and retreated into the 

unnery of Bermondſey in Surrey, where ſhe died in the 
147 Year of the Reign of Heury her Son, and was bu- 
tied in onr Lady's Chapel in St. Peter's Weſtminſter. 
ln her Grandſon, King Heury VIPs Time, her 


was taken up, and Tet by her Husband's Tomb, where . 


it ſtill remains u 


| anburied to be ſeen and touch'd by thoſe 
that pleaſe. ens OG > | 


obs Beaufort, Duke of 


. * wo, 
" . 
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King Hewy's TFENRY the Sixth, the Son of that moſt hero; 
8 Prince Henry the Fifth, but Heir rather of his Ph 
ty than Valour and Conduct, was left his Succeſſor to 
the Crowns of England and France, when he was not 
above nine Months old, and accordingly was proclaime 
King Auguſt 31, 1422. and ſoon after at Paris. The Cat 
and Tuition of him was committed to the two Bro. 

thers, Thomas Duke of Exeter, and Henry Beaufy; 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Chancellor of Exgland; ang 
the Regency, according to his Father's Direction, vu 
committed to his two brave Uncles, John Duke of Bel 
Jord, and Humphrey Duke of Gloceſter, the latter had the 
Government of England, and the former joining with 
the Duke of Bargundy had the Government of bran, 
The Stateof At his Acceſſion to the Throne; the State of the Ey. 
the Engliſh" if Affairs was in a flouriſhing Condition, being in- 
* tirely at Peace at home; and as to France, the no- 
bler Parts of it, and the Capital City of Pars it ſelf 
was at the Devotion of England. But it ſeem'd meet 
to Providence in a ſmall Time to change the whole 
Courſe of the Exgliſp Affairs; and the firſt Diſadva- 
tage that happened to the Exgliſßh Cauſe was the Death 
of Charles King of France, whoſe Life was many ways 
an Advantage to the Exgliſh; as the Infancy of young 
Heury was to the Dauphin, who by thoſe of his own Pr. 
ty was proclaim'd King of France at Porchiers, And 
tho? his Fortunes were at ſo low an Ebb at his Father's 
Death, that little of France was in his Power, but the 
City of Bourges in Berry, and the Territories thereunto 
adjoining; yet the Juſtice of his Title, his undaunted 
Courage, and his Reſolution to recover his Right, andre 
ſtore the Liberties of France, were ſuch Endearments a 
him to his Countrymen, that it ſoon appear'd, that tho 
Heury had the largeſt Territories, Charles had moſt Heart 
The Duke The Duke of Bedford eaſily apprehending the . 
Sa. s proaching Dangers of the Engliſb, by the Death of ti 
France, rench King, and the Advantages the Dauphin woll 
* make of it, and that the Allegiance of the Hen 
2 tho” never ſo often ſworn and promiſed, would bit 
AQ” them no longer to King Henry, than either Fear 0 
Lack of Opportunity, could prevent their Revolt, t 
therefore te · inforced the Army, and fortified the Gur 
ſons on the Engl; Pale. Then ſummoning the * 
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lity to Paris, he required them to do their Homage to u Hen. VI. 
him on the King's Behalf, and to take a ſolemn Oath 
of Allegiance to King Hexry, which they readily did. 

The Duke of Gloceſter, the Regent of England, ſum- The frſtpar · 
mon'd a Parliament to meet November the qu, the bet · liament. 
ter to eſtabliſh the Crown upon the young King, and 
to provide for the publick Neceſſities of the State. And 
Queen Katherine, the more to influence that Aſſembly 
tobe hearty in the young King's Cauſe, removed from 
Windſor to London; and with her Royal Babe in her 
Arms, was carried in a pompous and ſplendid Manner 
through the City to Weſtminſter, to the Parliament- 
houſe ; where being ſeated upon the Royal Throne in the 
Lap of his Mother, heby the Mouth of the Chancel- 
lor ſaluted that auguſt Body, and propoſed Matters of 
the higheſt Conſequence to their Conſideration. 

The Dauphin having been proclaimed King of France, The Daapbin 
by the Name of Charles the VII. being then about 27 Again him 

ears of Age, wanting neither Courage nor Hopes, 

ot together what Forces he could; and having the 
Dake of Alenſox, with ſeveral Princes of the Blood, 
and Peers of France of his Party ; ſeveral of which he 
purchaſed at a dear Rate, by engaging his Caſtles, and 
beſt Part of his Demeſnes in Pawn to them ; and al- 
ſo ſeveral thouſands of Scots, which were conſtant E- 
nemies to the Engliſb in his Army, marched to relieve 
Cravant, which had been beſieged by the Exgliſb, but 
was not able to effect it, being put to Flight, with the 
Loſs of two thouſand Men in the Attempt. However 
this did not diſhearten him, and ſoon after he repaired 
dis late Loſs by the Overthrow which he gave to a Par- 
ty of Engliſb, from whom with the Slaughter of fifteen 
hundred, they recovered a great Booty of Cattel, and 
afterwards took Mexlazn, upon the River Sein, and 
put the Engliſp Gariſon to the Sword, but did not long 
enjoy it, for the Earl of Salisbury ſoon recovered the 
Place, and killed all the French that were found in it. 

The Duke of Bedford thinking it neceſſary to rh puke 
ſtrengthen himſelf by Alliance with thoſe neighbour- of Redford 
ing Princes, who if they ſhould join with his Adver- makes Alli- 
ſaries, might prove prejudicial to the Engliſp, invite — 1 
the Dukes of Burgundy and Bretagne, with the Earl of Parifians. 
Richemont, to an Interview at Amiens, where they re- 
newed the foriner League, adding, That each ſhould 
de the other's Friend, and that all of them ſhould u- 

* Nite their Forces in the Defence of King Hemry's 
Right.” 
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* Right.” And the Alliances were ſtrengthned by the 


LY V Duke of Beaford's marrying one of the Duke of Buy. 


gundy's Siſters, and the Earl of Rrichemont another 
while the Duke of Bechord was abſent from Paris. Up- 
on this Occaſion, the Pariſians, notwithſtanding they 
had lately ſent Embaſſadors into .Ezgland, to acknow- 
ledge King Heuty, now had entred into a Plot, to de. 
2 up the City to Charles the new King; but the 

uke having timely Notice of it, poſted thither, and 
executing ſeveral of the chief Actors, reduced them to 
their Duty. Soon after this, a Reinforcement of ten 
thouſand Men came out of Exgland, with which Ad- 
dition to his Army, he took ſeveral ſtrong Towns and 
Forts from Charles. 


mien - About March the 24, one Hilliam Zap lor a ſecular 


Prieſt and Miniſter of Briſtol was burnt in Smithfield 
for Hereſie. He had been accuſed ſeveral Years before, 
of holding ſome Opinions contrary to the Doctrines 
of the Church, and infecting the People with them by 
preaching, viz. 1. That whoſoever ſhall hang any Parts 
of holy 1 about his Neth, to defend him from 
Danger or Infection, or to free him from any bodily Diſ- 
eaſes, or other Maladies (as was frequently done) taketh 
| away the Honour due unto God only, and giveth it tothe 
Devil. 2. That no human Creature, neither in Heaven 
nor Earth is to be worſhiped. 3. That the Saints in 
Heaven are not to be worſhiped or invocated. For theſe 
Doctrines, he was impriſoned and ſummoned before 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who condemned them 
as Heretical ; but upon his Promiſe not to hold ſuch 
Opinions for the future he was ſet at Liberty; but ſoon af 
ter a freſh Accuſation being brought againſt him, that 
he had written to Thomas Sith a Prieſt of Briſtol, That 
any Prayer, wherein we petition any ſupernatural Gift, 
onght'to be made only to Cod, and that to pray to any Creature 
on that Account 15 Idolatry; for theſe Opinions, he 
was by the Archbiſhop condemned, as a lapſed and in- 


corrigible Heretick, and being degraded of his priefily | 


Office, was burnt in Snithfeld, which he ſuffered with 
great Conſtancy, and Chriſtian Reſolution. 
The Duke of Bedford, deſigning to draw Charles 


of Bedford to a general Battel, laid Siege to Ivry, where 
de Duke of upon the Duke of Alenſon was ſent with ſixteen 


thouſand Men, with Orders to fight if there were oc 
caſion: The two Armies drew up in Battel-Array near 


Veraeville, and after a ſharp Engagement, the 1 2 
him- 
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imſelf with a Battel Ax doing Wonders, the Duke of 2 Hen. vl. 
Alenſon's Army was put to ight, with the Loſs of WWW 
10 


many Nobiemen, and above ſeven thouſand Soldiers, 
the Duke of Aleaſon himſelf — us amongſt the 
Yriſoners. This Vi gory coſt the Eagliſn two thouſand 
one hundred common Soldiers, and the Lords Dudley, 
and Charleton. After this, the Regent returned to Pa- 
, and the Earl of Salisbury took Maus and ſeveral 
other Towns, from whence he marched into Axjos, 
and there performed ſuch heroick Acts, that his very 
Name grew terrible to all France. | | 


While theſe Things were tranſacting in France, Jane! King 
James the firſt, King of Scotland, whole | anſom had 4 Liberty, 


deen ſettled in the late Reign was now fully fet at Li- 

erty; but before he departed to Scotland, he did Ho- 

mage to young King Henry, in the Preſence of many ot 
the Nobility, in theſe Words. I James Stewart, Arag 

if Scotland, ſhall be true and faithful auto thee Henry 

King of England aud France, the noble and ſuperior Lord 

f Scotland, and to thee I make my Fidelity for the ſame 

Kingdom of Scotland, which I hold and claim of thee ; aud I 

ſoall bear you my Fidelity of Life and Limb, and world- 

Honour againſt all Men, and faithfully I ſhall acknaws 

25 and do yon Service for the Kingdom of Scotland 
aforeſaid. So G o me help, and theſe holy Evangeliſts, 
But leſt theſe Obligations ſhould: not be ſtrong enough, 

he was married to the Lady Jane, the Duke of Somer- 
ſe's Daughter, and Couſin- German to the King, with 

whom he had a large Dowry, and many rich Preſents 
of Plate and Jewels from the Nobility that were hep 
Kindred, But all this did not avail ; for ſoon after his 
Return Home, he entred inro a ſtrict League with the 
French King, and promiſed his Daughter Margaret in 

Marriage to Lewis the Dauphin. 


After Eaſter, in the Name of the young King, a Par- Second 


lament was called, and he was carried to the Houſe in 
great Pomp and State, and ſat on his Mother's Knee 
in a Chair of State among his Lords; where the Speak- 
er in an eloquent Speech firſt extolled his Perſon, and 
then recommended to their Care the Government of 
the Nation in his Infancy. Upon which ſeveral good 
Acts were made for that Purpoſe, During this Seſſion, 
Edmund Mortimer, the laſt Earl of March of that Name 
and neareſt Heir to the Crown of England, deceas'd 
Fithout Iſſue, and his great Patrimony deſcended to 
Richard Plantagenet Earl of Cambridge, Son and Heir 
You, I, Hh : 0 
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, 2435- to the Earl of Cambridge, who had been beheaded ; 
CY V the laſt Reign. Alſo Sir John Mortimer Couſin to — te- 
ceas'd Earl was impeach'd for high Treaſon, and executed 
which cauſed no ſmall Murmurings among the People. 

> Sa In the mean I ime, the Frieddſhip and Alliance be- 
marries the MWeen the Engliſh and the Duke of Burgundy, which 
Counteſs of had been very advantageous in their Conqueſts in France 
Holland, Sc. having receiv'd ſome Slights before, was now in Dan- 
ger of being quite broken. For the Duke of Gloceſter 

had . contracted . a Marriage, and cohabited with the 

Lady Faqueline of Bavaria, Inheretrix of Holland, Zea- 

Land, Hainault, and other Dominions in the Nether- 

lands, notwithſtanding the Duke of Brabant her Hus- 

band was then living; and Pope Martin V. had declared 

the Marriage of the ſaid Faqze/:ze with the Duke of Glace- 

fter to be utterly unlawful. and ſinful. He having pre- 

pared an Army of twelve thouſand Men, paſſed over 

to Calais, and marched: from thence to Mont in Hai- 

xaxlt to recover his Wife's Inheritance. The Duke of 
Brabant, who was in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Countries, 

had, by the Aſſiſtance of his Brother the Duke of Bur- 

gundy, raiſed an Army of fifty thouſand Men to oppoſe 
him. Upon this the Duke of G/oceſter ſent to challenge the 
Duke of Burgundy to a ſingle Combat, and called him 
Traitor. The Duke of Burgundy ſent him Word he 
accepted the Challenge, but the Duke of Gloceſter drew 

off his Forces, and "wy with them immediately to 
Exgland; leaving the Dutcheſs at Mont, but afterwards 
ſent over ſome Forces to aſſiſt her againſt her Husband, 
which being defeated, he laid afide all Hopes of thoſe 
Countries, and married the Daughter of the Lord Cob- 

bam. After which Jaqueline was reconciled to her 
Husband; ſo theſe Wars were ended, but the Combat 
reed on between the two Dukes remained to be per- 
formed; but the Regent of France, conſidering that it 
might be of very ill Conſequence to the Exgliſb, be- 

came a Mediator between them, and made a friendly 

Concluſion of all. 

A Diſ Now England began to be ſenſible of the ill Effects 
pace be- of an Infant's fitting upon the Throne, by the danger- 
-weent®* ous Emulation of the two principal Men in the Nation, 
Obe and the Duke of Gloceſter, and his Uncle the Biſhop of 
#:i9p of inckeſter, the one Protector of the Kingdom, and 
7:15. the. other, Tutor to the King. For both Court and 

Kingdom were dilturbed by their unhappy gs 
"2 | | | Whic 
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which -proceeded from a boundleſs Ambition in the 4 Hen. vl. 
Bimop, and as lofty a Temper in the Protector. The WWW 


News of theſe Diſturbances [obliged the Regent of 
France to leave that Kingdom, to make a Reconciliati- 
on between them, tho? the State of that Realm ſuffici- 
ently required his Preſence. In his Abſence the Duke 
of Bretagne, and Earl of Richtmort, went over to 
Charles's Party; and the latter being made Conſtable of 
France by him, gathered an Army of twenty thouſand 
Men, and inveſted St. Jean in 3 but meeting 
with a Repulſe there, he turned his Fury upon the 
Country of Anjou, burning and plundering many Pla- 


ces. | | 
The Preſence of the Duke of Bedford was very uſe- 


laſtly in a Parliament at Leiceſter, where the Duke of 
Bedford, to avoid any Tokens of 'Partiality to his Bro- 
ther of Cloceſter, would not intermeddle, otherwiſe 
than in general Words to encourage Amity, but had 
the Matter referred to the moſt conſiderable Men in 
the Nation, for Nobility and Wiſdom; by whoſe 
prudent Management, the Parties contending were 
perſuaded to leave the Matter to their Arbitration, 
which they did, and ſwore, the one by his Prince-hood, 
and the other by his Prieſthood, to ftand to their A- 
ward: Which was,that they ſhould each of them; with- 
our any Compenſation, bury all their Differences in 
Oblivion for ever ; and ſo they were fully reconciled. 
This Reconciliation was ſucceeded by ſeveral Acts of 
Feltivity and Honour; for the young King; not then 
five Years old, ſolemnly knighted his Uncle the Re- 
gent of France, and alſo honoured the Earl of Cam- 

idge, Heir to the late Earl of March, with the ſame 
Order of Knighthood; and altho? his Blood had been 
tainted by his Father, by a fatal Error he was created 
Duke. of York, and was the Perſon who afterwards 
cauſed the Extirpation of the Male Lines, both of his 
own Honſe, and that of Lancaſter. 


Now the Duke of Exeter, Guardian to the young The Duke cf 
King dies, a Man of great Wiſdom and Abilities, and Exeter dies. 


eauchamp, Earl of Warwick, was conſtituted in his 
Place; but he being Lieutenant to the Regent in 
France, did not preſently - come over to England, but 
8 Hh 2 ſtaid 


ful in England The Differences between the Duke of * ·[ 


Glcefter and Biſhop of Mincheſter, occafioned long comes into 
Debates, firſt at St. Albans, then at Northampton, and England 
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1426. . {taid-to perform many noble Exploits there, taking mani 
WYW Cities and Towns, and —— them with L. % 
During this Time, the Duke of Bærgundy ſolicited for 

the ſetting the Duke of Hlenſon, who had been taken 

at the Battle of Herneville, at Liberty, which was done 

for the Sum of two hundred thouſand: Crowns; but 


4.68 


3 


he would by no Means be induced to acknowledge 

King Henry's Title to France, a 
About Cardlemas, the Duke of Bedford, the Regent 
of France, left England, and returned to France, atten- 
ded by the Biſhop of #izchefter, who being atrived at 
Calais, received the Habit, Cap, and Dignity of a Car- 
dinal to his own great Profit, .and the Impoveriſhment 
of the Spiritualities of Exgland. With the Regent there 
went over likewiſe a good Number of freſh. Soldiers, 
: under the Command of the renowned Lord Talbot, 
TheLord . Whoſe Victories were ſo numerous, that his Name was 
lou, not only formidable to the French, but famous through- 
out the World. Upon one Side of his Sword was in- 
ſerib'd Sam Talboti, and on the other, Pro vincere ini. 
micos meos. Not long after his Arrival, the Inhabitants 
of Mans in Maine had let in the French by Night, and 
maſſacred moſt of the Expg/:;fb in the Place; the Earl of 
Sv, Governor of the Town, retiring with ſome 
Men into the Caſtle, ſent to the Lord Talbot for Suc- 
cour:: He came immediately, and his Men on a ſud- 
den crying out St. George a Talbot; the French Soldi- 
ers being ſurpriſed, . were moſt of them put to the 
Sword. Thirty Citizens and thirty five Prieſts were 
beheaded as Traitors, and then the City remained in its 

former Condition: 

The Farl The Earl of Varwicb having continued above a Year 
of Salisbury in France, after he had been declared Governor to the 
Sc ang King, return'd into Exgland, and was ſucceeded by the 
befeges Or- Earl of Salisbury who went over with five thouſand 
tems. Soldiers; and being deſirous to. do ſome Action, that 
might anſwer the Greatneſs of his Name, reſolves to 
betiege Orleans. The Inhabitants having Notice of the 
Deſign, provided for their Defence, and the Suburbs, 
as large as ſome Cities, were levell'd to the Ground, 
that the City might not be annoy'd from them: The) 
alſo were well provided with Men, Ammunition and 
Proviſion. The Earl of Salisbury finding that Attacks 
would be fruitleſs, ſurrounded the City, and caſting up 
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Intrenchments for the Security of his Camp, inyelts 
| | x 


ſo clo. 
to then 
Siege | 
Bloodſ 
—— 
ſpect in 
bed to 
beſiegee 
non W 
diſchar 
were v. 
ſhatter” 
the Fac 
This w 
Misfor! 
their Pc 
times g 

How 
the Reg 
who'w! 
till the 
much h 
deſpair, 
at laſt 
would 
ry, but 
Duke « 
agree tC 


© 


ill, con 
tereſt, | 

Whi! 
of his 
eighteet 
Daught 
the Me, 
to faint. 
deliver 
reſtare | 
at firſt, 
Counci 
cloath'c 
tO have 
at Fir 4 


many 
volſþ, 
ed 4 
taken 
done 
5 but 
ledge 


.eoent 
atren- 
ved at 
a Car- 
1ment 
there 
diers, 
Talbot, 
e Was 
ough- 
AS in · 
e ini. 
itants 
„ and 
arl of 
ſome 
Suc- 
ſud- 
5oldi- 
O the 
were 
in its 


The Reign of King HENRY VI. 


ſo cloſely, that Charles of France could ſend no Relief? Be. v1: 
io them, The City was reduc'd to the laſt Diſtreſs, the 


Siege having laſted two Months, and. that with much 
Bloodſhed on both Sides. The Beſiegers had taken a 
Fortreſs upon the Bridge, from which was a free Pro- 
ſpect into all Parts of the City: The Earl of Salisbury 
uſed to go into this Tower, to view the Poſture of the 
beſieged 3 which being taken Notice of by them, a Ca- 
non was level'd againſt that Window, which being 
dilcharg'd while the Earl and Sir Thomas Gargrave 
were viewing the Town thro' the Grate, the Bullet fo 
ſhatter'd the Bars, that Splinters wounded them both in 
the Face ſo deſperately that they died within a few Days. 
This was accounted to the Eugliſb the Beginning of 
Misfortunes; for after this, by Degrees, they loſt all 
t\eir Poſſeffions in that Kingdom; tor, tho' they ſome- 
times gain'd, yet they loſt three times more. | 


However the Siege did not end with his Life, for ue City of 


the Regent appointed the Earl of Safe in his Place, orn. * 
gree to fur- 
ender 


who with the Lord Talbot and others held on the Siege 
ill the End of Lent. The French King knowing how 
much his Affairs depended upon that Siege, began to 
deſpair, and the beſieged being reduced to great Diltreſs, 
at laſt beat a Parley, and agreed to a Surrender, 
would not reſign to the Duke of Bedford for King Hen- 
7y, but to the Duke of Bargunay, to. be kept for the 
Duke of Orleans. But the Regent would by no means 
agree to that, returning Anſwer, that the Mar aum made 
n King Henry's Name, therefore Orleans oxgbt 10 be 
bis, This Anſwer the Duke of Bargandy:took: very 
ll, conceiving the Exgliſb envied his Honour and In- 
tereſt, and kept it laid up in his Mind. qd 


While Charles of France was under Apprehenfions The Story of 
of his Ruin being near compleated, a young Maid of J de re. 


eighteen Years came to him, named Joan of Lorain, 
* to James de Arc, dwelling in Damremy upon 
the Meaſe, an ordinary Shepherdeſs, who bad him or 
to faint, conſtantly affirming, that God had ſent her to 
deliver the Realm of France from the Engliſh Toke, and 
reſtare him to all his Dominions. She was not credited 
at firſt, but ſhe conſtantly affirming it, Charles and his 
Council began to hearken to her. Upon which Jon 
cloath'd and arm'd her ſelf like a Man, and demanded 
tO have that Sword that hung in St. Katheriur's Church 
at Firebois in Toxraine; and upon Search there was 
| h 3 found 
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found an old Sword among the Donatives of that 
Church, which gain'd her more Credit and Admiration, 
Thus warlikely' accontred ſhe rode immediately to 
Bloic, where Forces and Proviſions lay tor the Relief 
of Orleans, with which ſhe and the Marſhal and Admi. 
ral of France entred. This mightily encourag'd the be- 
ſſeged, and they began to call her the Maid of God; ſhe 
then. wrote this Letter to the Earl of Szffolk, at that 
Time lying before the Town. 


Her Lan King of 'ngland, give an Account to the King of Hea- 
to the Eu- den for 'his oyal lood. Surrender up to t Virgin 


er them 
Peace. 


4.“ w ten- he Keys of all the good Towns which yon have taken by 
a 


Forte. She is come from Hea ven to vindicate the royal 
Blood of France, and is ready to make Peace, if thi 
wilt ſubmit to reaſonable Terms, and (as Equity and Juſ- 
rice requires) reſtore what thou haſt taken from him. Kin 
of England, if thox wilt not do thus, I am the Captain 
of the Wars, and in whatſoever Part of France, I. pal 
find any of the Engliſh Nation, I will drive them. out, 
whether they will or no; bat if they will ſubmit, I will 


Take them to Mercy. I am come from the K ing of Hea- 


ven to expel your ont of France, and if you vill not obey, 


Iwill make ſuch aSlanghter and Stir among you as hath 


folk, John 
nan of the Dake of Bedford, who calleſt zhy felf Regen 


not been this thouſand Years in France. Believe me, the 
King of Heaven will give me and my Forces ſuch irrefiſt- 
751 E onrage and Strength, as you ſhall not he able to oppoſe. 
Go in God's Name into your own Country, aud be not obſti- 
nate to your own Opinions; for ye ſhall not hold France of the 
King of Heaven, the Son of the irgin Mary; but Charles 
zhe true Heir of it,” ſhall- again poſſeſs it, and be King if 
it; for God hath given it him, and he fhall enter Paris 
with a goodly Train. You William Pawlet, Earl of Sul. 

Lord Talbot, Thomas Lord Scales, Lieute- 


.of the Kingdom of France, be ſparing of innocent Blood, 
and give Orleans its Liberty, If you will not do Juſtice 
20 25 whom you hade wrong d, the French will do the 


nobleſt Exploit that ever was done in Chriſtendom. Mind 
"his wholſome Advice given you by God and his Virgin. 


Her Letter The Earl of S»ffolk received this Letter with 
derided by + Laughter: King Charles and his Council were derided, 


the Engiſh. and Joan reputed no better than an Enthuſiaſt. The 


Trumpeter who brought it was impriſoned, which, 


- 
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* - 
- 89 = 


tho''the French complained of, as againſt the Law of 
Arms, the Exgliſp juſtified it by the * * 
1 bobs * e age, 
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Meſſage. . Da Serres gives this Character of the Vir+8 Ren. VI. 
gin, that ſhe. was of a, modeſt Aſpect, ſweet, civil and Jo 


reſolute, her Diſcourſe moderate, rational and reſery'd, 
her Actions demonſtrating great Chaſtity, without Va- 
nity, Affectation, or Levity. Whatever her Qualifica- 
tions were, by her Encouragement and Conduct the 
Eugliſb ſoon loſt their Hopes of Orleans; for after they 
had ufter'd the Duke of Alenſoz to enter the Town 
with freſh Forces, they were obliged to break up the 
Siege with great Loſs. Foaz made one and the fore- 
molt in all Actions, and made ſeveral fierce Sallies up- 
on the Exgliſb, in one of which, being ſhot thro? the 
Arm with an Arrow, ſhe cried out, This is a Favonr 
from Heaven, let us go on; they cannot eſcape the Hand 
of God. At laſt the Lord Talbss raiſed the Siege, and 
march'd off in good Order with nine thouſand Men, 
whom Joan would not ſuffer the Frexch to perſue. In 
Memory of this extraordinary Deliverance the City of 
U rleans erected a Monument, where Charles VII. Ki 

of France, and Joan the martial Virgin, were repreſent- 
e lo Armour, with Eyes and Hands lift up to 
Heaven, in Token of their Thanks and Acknowledgment. 


Horſe retreated in good Order, and got to a Place.of 
Safety, after they had loſt about twelve hundred Men, 
and the French about half that Number. This Blow 
ſhook the Foundations of the. Exgl;ſþ Greatneſs in 

rance, and many Places revolted from the Exgliſb, and 
{wore Fealty to King Charles, who having taken the 
City of Rbeims in Champaign, was there, according to 
Jeans Direction, crowned King of France. 


Proclamation being * * if any Perſon could or 
4 | 


1 al co 
This Year Jobn Wickliff and his Memor were con- dem dy 
demned at the Council of Conſtance, after this Manner:the Council 


Would Bones burn 
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1423- ,would defend Wickliff or his Memory, they ſhould im- 


2 


mediately appear and be heard; none daring to be his 
Advocate, they proceeded to examine ſeveral Witneſſes, 
whom they had brought to prove that John Wicklif 
in his Life-T ime held and taught many heretical and 
heterodox Doctrines, contrary to the 'receiv'd Tenets 

d Practices of the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, and 
that he died in an obſtinate and wilful Impenitency of 
thoſe Opinions. Therefore they proceeded to give Sen- 
tence as followeth, That the ſaid John Wicklittf being a 
notorious ob/tinate Heretic, and dying in his Hereſy, 1 
Body and Bones, if they might be diſcern d from the Bo- 
dies of other faithful People, ſhould be taken up out of tht 
ground, and thrown away far from the Burial of any 


_ Church, according tu the Canon-Laws and Decrees. Ac: 


rdingly the Bithop: of Lincoln ſent his Officers to Lat. 
worth, who took his Bones out of his Grave” forty 
one Years after his Burial, burnt them and caſt them into 
1 Brook adjoining, calt'd Swift, which carry'd: them 
into the Sea, as a Preſage of the ſpreading of his Doc- 


trine into all Parts of the World. 


The Duke of Bedford being concerned at the Pro- 


| ee Charles's Arms, reſolved to try another Field- 


itle, and leaving: Paris, marched with ten thou- 


ſand Ingliſb, and ſome Norman Troops, into the 
Country of Brie, from whence he ſent a Challenge in 


Writing to King Charles by a Herald, to this Purpoſe: 


The Regent That whereas contrary to the Agreement between King 
ſends a hal- Henry V. and bit on Father Charles VI. and the Min. 


lenge to Kin 
(barles. 


reſolutely anſwer'd the Herald, That his Maſter Han 
e 


5 dom of France, he. bad taken upon him, tontrary to all 


Laws and Right, the Title and Dignity of King of France, 


| and had violently taken and wrong fully held many Cities 


and Tous belonging to the King of England; he was 


come from Paris with his Army to prove by Dint of Sword 


und Stroke of Buitle his Challenge and Cauſe true, re- 
guiriug him to appoint the Place of meeting. Charles 


; for 


not nerd to come to him, nor invite him to a Butt 


be war determined with all Speed to ſeek out his Maſter, 
and by Barrie put an Eud 10 all Diſputes between them, 


Upon this, the two Armies met near den, where they 


were drawn up in Orderof Battel, two Days, without 
Action: But on the thitd Day, K ing Carle), tho“ he 


was much ſuperior. in Numbers to "the AH liſb, in — 
Eater FL 6" (48 ne act I p44 DA 


. 28 7171 


was « 


nge in 
pole ; 


rance, 
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Dead of the Night broke up his Camp, and withdrew. Hes v1. 


Upon which the Duke of Bedford return'd to Pars. 


The 1 been informed, that various En- The Regent 
ad been uſed to win the Bargaundians from goes into 


deavours 
King Hleury's Side, took a Journey into Normandy, to“ 
provide a ſafe Retreat there, if the Exgliſp ſhould be 
conſtrain'd to quit their other Holds and Dominions. 
While he was in Normandy, Charles gain'd the Town 
of St. Denis near Paris, from whence he ſent the Duke 
of Alenſou and Joan of France to try their Fortunes and 
Friends at Paris, But the Eugliſh gave them ſo rough 
an Entertainment that Joan her (elf was wounded, and 
thrown into the Town-Ditch, full of the Filth and 
Excrements of the City, and had certainly been taken, 
had not a Servant of the Duke of Aleuſon pulled her 
out; and the reſt were repuls'd with great Slaughter. 
Upon the News of which, the Regent having committed 
the Truſt of the Coaſt-Towns of Normandy to the 
Duke of York, and of Roan to the Duke of Somerſtt, 
haſtned to Paris. | 

The next Enterpriſe was to reduce Compeigy to Obe- 
dience, which was inveſted by Fohn of Laxembargh, 
with the Burgundians and ſome Engl;fp. Hither Joan 
of France had entred, and with a Party of fix hundred 
Men, made a vigorous Sally; but they were repuls'd 
with conſiderable Loſs, — Joan was taken Priſoner 
by the Burgandians,, and John of Luxemburgb (old her 
to the E * for ten thouſand Pound Tournois, and 
three hundred Crowns annual Rent After which, ſhe 
was ſent to Roan in Normandy. She afterwards was 
examined and tried before the Biſhop of Beaavois, and 
was condemned to die for the unnatural Uſe of maſ- 
culine Habits, Bloodſhed and Sorcery ; bur upon her 
ſolemn abjuring all her ill Practices, was pardon'd her 
Life, till again | dra convicted of a perjurious Relapſe, 
acknowledging her ſelf a Strumpet, and feigning her 
ſelf to be with Child, ſhe was burnt in the Market- 


Place at Roar, and her Aſhes caſt into the Air. 


Many of the French Writers ſhew the higheſt Value 
for her Memory; and Mezeray fays, that being on the 
Pile for Execution, ſhe foretold' the Emglifo, that the 
Hand of God was ready to ſtrite them, and bat his Yu 
tice would not ouly drive them out of France, bat pt 
them into England, and make them ſuffer the ſame Mi- 
ſeries and Calamities, they had inflicted on the F _ 
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However this is certain, that ſhe was a brave and vali- 
ant Amazon, the Reſtorer of the French Monarchy, who 
if ſhe did not drive out the Eugliſb as ſhe vaunted her 
ſelf, yet was the chief Cauſe that the Exgliſb loſt France. 


King Hewy The Engliſh Affairs being in a declining Conditi- 


Pari 


The Mie 


crown'd in 
avis, 


on in France, it was thought neceſſary for the young 


King to come over, and be crown'd in Paris. Ac- 


cordingly the Duke of York being made High Con- 
ſtable of England during Life, King Henry, with a no- 
ble Retinue, took Shipping at Dover, and landed at 
Calais, from whence he went to Koan, in Order to 
make a publick Entry into Paris, all which was per- 
form'd with the utmoſt, Magnificehce ; where being ar- 
riv'd, he was receiv'd with the utmoſt Pomp and Demon- 
ſtrations of Joy imaginable, and was publickly crown'd 
King of France, on the 7 Day of December, in the Ca- 
thedral Church of Paris, by the Cardinal of Wincheſter ; 
and having ſtaid five Days in Paris; which were ſpent in 
ournaments, and the moſt ſplendid Entertainments, 
e returned to Roax, and there kept his Chr:i/tmas. 
But yet Charles of France eſteemed himſelf no leſs a 
King for the Coronation of King Heury, but perſued 
his 4 with the utmoſt Application; and havin 

taken the City of Chartres by Stratagem, put the Bi- 


mop and others to the Sword, Nor were the Eugliſb 


idle, but made up that Loſs with much Advantage, and 
ſet the valiant Lord Talbot free by Exchange. 
In England there were great Rejoicings upon Ac- 


liffres perſe- count of King Henry's being crown'd at Paris; yet 


cuted. 


ach Sharp's 
ebellion, 


as if the poor Hicklifftes were to be their Peace-Offer- 
ing, the Biſhops perſecuted them with the utmoſt Seve- 
rity; and ſeveral were put to Death in various Places. 
Theſe Cruelties much incenſed the common People 
againſt the Clergy, and begat a Rebellion. For William 
Mandeville, Bailift of Abington in Berkfarre, ſtirred up the 


People to Revenge, and getting together a Multitude 


of People, took upon himſelf to be their Captain, under 
the Name of Fack Sharp of Wigmore's Lands in Wales 
he antient Inheritance of Ear! Mortimer, and now in 
offeſſion of the Dake of ork, who from thence. chal- 


lenged the Crown of England,) giving out that he would 
make. the Heads of Prieſts as cheap as Sheeps Heads, 


which were then three, or as others ſay, ten a Penny. 
But the Duke of Gl/oceſter having Notice of this 1 — 
n R recdion, 
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tection, immediately ſent down a ſufficient Force to 12 Hen. vr 


diſperſe the Rebels, which was ſoon effected, the Cap- 
tain himſelf, and others being taken Priſoners, who 
was hanged and quartered, and ſome of the reſt, upon 
their Submiſſion, were pardoned and diſmiſſed.  * 


King Henry having ſtaid in France till the latter End King Hey 
of February, took his Leave of it; and landing at Do- Tun. 


ver, came to London, where he was received in a tri- 
umphant Manner. Still the Accidents of War, de- 
tween the Exgliſp and French, were various and nume- 
rous, ſometimcs the one, and ſometimes the other get- 
ting the Advantage. It would be both tedious and end- 
leſs to recount the Surpriſes, Sieges, Skirmiſhes, and 
the like. In the mean Time a Controverſy happened be- 
tween Reyner, Duke of Anjou and Barre, and the Earl of 
Vallemont, which proceeded ſo far as to be decided by 
War. Charles, King of France, ſupported the Duke's 
Claim, and the Duke of Bargundy the Earl's : The Arms 
of the latter prevailed, ſo that Reyzer's Troops were bea- 
ten, and himſelf taken Prifoner : but yet this made for 
the Intereſt of King Charles; for while Reyner was in 
his Captivity, he by his Perſuafions prepared the Duke 
of Burgundy for a Reconciliation, which tended much 
to the Damage of the = rh | 

While the Earl of Arunde 


and other Parts, the French King was buſy, clandeſtinely 
exciting Tumults in Nor mandy, ſo that the common 
People had gathered together to the Number of ſixty 


thouſand in /ex, and twenty thouſand in Caux: Their 


Deſigns and Pretenſions were to drive out all the Eng- 
4 fficers, and to favour the Intereſt of King Charles. 

o ſtop their Progreſs, the Earl of Arundel march'd 
againſt them with one thouſand three hundred Light 


Horſe, and fix thouſand Archers, two Parts of which 


he laid in Ambuſcade, while the Lord Millougbby drew 
them into it by the third. The Rebels upon the Sur- 
Ive threw down their Arms, and begged for Mercy: 

ut before the Soldiers Hands could be ſtop'd, a thou- 


fand of them were ſlain. Some of the Ring-leaders 


were executed, and the Multitude permitted to return 


to their Habitations. Not long after this, the Earl of 


Arundel, after having performed ſeveral noble Actions, 


during the Wars in Frauce, received his Death's Wound 


2 in 


and Lord Talbot rang'd a- Tumults in 
bout with victorious Eorces, terrifying Anjou, Maine, Nermauch. 
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in a Skirmiſh, where La Hire, a famous French Com- 
mander, won the Day. ., | 

The Regency ſtill continued in France, and the A- 
mity between the Dukes of Bedford and Burgundy was 
not intirely diſſolved, tho? it had been for ſome Time 
flackned : But freſh Diſtaſtes and Grudges being taken 
one at another; and theſe being heightned by Court 
Paraſites, they thought it a Diminution of their Honour, 
to hold any. League or Amity one with another. How- 
ever ſeveral Lords endeavoured to heal the Breaches 
betwixt them, and an Interview was appointed for that 
End; but for want of Condeſcenſion on both Sides, 
it was prevented; and they lived ever after, as if there 
never had been any Affinity betwixt them. The Duke 
of Bargunay's Affection to the Eugliſb declining, there 
wanted nothing but a fair Opportunity of being recon- 
ciled to Charles the French King, To prepare the Way 
to this, ſeveral of the Nobility, that were in the Inte- 
reſt of Charles, inſinuated to him, That the King had 

don all. Occaſions ſpoken honaurably of him, and inward- 

wiſhed muell to him; and that he never heard the Mur- 
ther of his Father named, but it cauſed him with Sigh 
aud Proteſtations to declare his Iunocence. In the mean 
Time, to put an End to the Calamities of War, the 
Deputies of the Grand Council of Baſil urged the French, 
Exgliſh and Bargaundians, to come to a Treaty, and 
the City of Arras was appointed for that Purpoſe. 
There was a very great Aſlembly met there, ſo that Me- 
zeray ſays, it was the greateſt and nobleſt, that had been 
known: But the Exgliſh propoſing no Conditions of 
Peace; but that Heury their King ould have all, and 
that Charles ſhould hold under him; and the French 
offering him only the Dukedoms of Nor mandy and C 
cony, the Aſſembly broke up without coming to any A- 
Upon this, King Cbarles being deſirous to 


agree to any Terms, to weaken the Eugliſh Intereſt, 


ſent the Duke of Burgundy a blank Paper, deſiring 


him to preſcribe his own Demands and Conditions, 
which he did; and the Duke tranſported with Profit, 
declared himfelf an Enemy to all that ſhould oppoſe 
King Charles, after he had cauſed; the Deaths of three 
hundred thouſand Men in his Quarrel, beſides the De- 
ſtruction of innumerable Cities and Towns. 

By this Conjunction, King Henry loſt not only a 
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powerful Ally, but had the ſame to deal with as an E- 14 Hen. VL 
nemy. To give a Colour to this FaQ, the Duke of Bar 
gundy ſent Embaſſadors into England, to give King rhe Duke 
Henry the Reaſons of his having made a Peace with of Bg. 
King Charles; and to perſuade him to be ſatisfied with 1,5, inte 
what he had done: But the Meſſage was ſo diſpleaſing Engiaz2. 
to the Exgliſh, that the Embaſſadors were not permitt 
to ſee King Heury, but were ſent away with this An- 
ſwer, That their Maſter was a perjured Traitor. And 
the popular Fury roſe ſo high _ the Bar BAS 
that reſided in London, for the Sake of Traffick, that ma- 
ny of them were aſſaulted and lain, before a Proclama- 
tion could come out to prevent it. After the Return 
of his Embaſſadors, he ſent back all Contracts to the 
Duke of Bedford, at Paris, and renounced his Allegi- 
ance to the King of England. x 

Seven Days after the: Concluſion of this Peace died The Duke ot 
John, Duke of Bedford, Regent of France, uncertain Batten Re- 
whether out of Grief for the Evil he foreſaw, or ſome $1.7. dies. 
other Diſtemper ; a wiſe and warlike Prince, who by 
his Courage and pradent Conduct, had kept up the Eng- 
lif Power in Fraxce for fourteen Vears. He was bu- 
ried at Roan in Normandy, in the Cathedral Church, 
under a ſumptuous and coſtly Monument; which re- 
maining whole and intire many Years after, in the 
Reign of Lewis the eleventh, the Son of King Charles, 
ſome of his Courtiers adviſed him, being then at Noa, 
to demoliſh it, becauſe his Memorial was a Shame to 
France: But King Lewis generouſly replied, God ſave 
his Soul, and let his Body now lye at reſt, who, when he 
was alive, wauld have made the proudeſt of us to tremble : 

As for his Tomb it is not ſo decent, nor convenient, as 
his noble Atchievements deſerved ; and I am ſorry it 
4 10 _ ſtately, that its Richweſs might anſwer bis 

orth. n | 

The Duke of Bedford being dead, the Treaty be- The Duke 
tween King Charles and the Duke of Barganay began of Tort made 
to produce Effects very deſtructive to the Eng Cauſe; — of 
for they began almoſt in all Places of the Exgliſg Do- 
minions, to think of revolting from under their Juriſ- 
dition; and Normandy began firſt to ſhew its Inclina- 
tion to King Charles, To ſupply the Vacancy, the 
Duke of York was created Regent of Frauce; and the 
Duke of Somerſet, his perpetual Rival, ſtill continued 

Governor . 
+ 


478 


es 1436. 


Paris loſt 
from the 


Salli. 


The Inſur- 
rection in 


Norm 
quelled. 


The Duke 4 
of Burgund ing their 


Dube Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 


Governor of Normandy. Before the Duke of Nei 
could arrive, Paris, the Capital City, was loſt; for the 


Lord Willoughby, who was then Governor for the 
Engliſh, had not above two thouſand Soldiers, relying 
upon the Fidelity of the Citizens; but they, after the 
Death of the Regent, perceiving the Declenſion of the 
Engliſh, conſpired againſt them. And the Earl of 
Richmont, Conſtable of France, hovering about Paris, 
was, by Treachery, let into the City: And now tbe 
Citizens, who were lately Subjects, on a ſudden turn'd 
Enemies; and the Ez = were attacked from the Win- 
dows by Women and] hildren, with Stones, and other 
Things; and many were maſfacred in the Streets. The 
Lord Willoughby, the Governor, and many others, fled 
to St. Anthony's Gate, and the Baſtile Places, which 
they had reſerved for Defence, in Caſe of Extremity, 
Many had been ſaved in thoſe Places, but that the per- 
fidious Citizens drew Chains over the Streets, and 
ſtop'd their Paſſage. They in the Baſtile ſtanding upon 
their Defence, demanded a Parley, and agreed to de- 
part with their Lives and Baggage. Thus Paris re- 
turned to its former Government, about ſixteen Years 
after the Duke of Clarence had plac'd an Exgliſb Ga- 
riſon there, in Behalf of his Brother, Henry the fifth. 
The Eugliſhb Affairs were not yet come to the laſt 
Extremity, and the ſeiſing of Paris might have been of 
no Service to the French had it not been at a Time that 
was as bad as could be to march an Army, which hindred 


the Duke of York from attempting it in Time, tho? he 


arrived there afterwards with a Body of eight thouſand 
Men; but too late to do any Service. The Exgbſþ 
ſtill held Normandy intire, tho” not without a great deal 
of Trouble; for the People in Cazx rebelled again, 
but were quelled, and ſuffered more ſeverely for that, 
than the former Rebellion ; for five thouſand of them 


were cut in Pieces, and trampled upon, by the Fury 


of the Exgliſp, who made Booty of their Goods, burnt 
their Habitations, and drove the whole Body of them 
out of the Country. | . 

The Exgliſb, upon the Duke of Bargundy's forſak- 
lance, had endeavoured to ſtir up Gaunt, 


 delieges 6" and other Flemiſh Towns, ſubje& to the Duke, to riſe 


in Rebellion, which, tho' they did not ſucceed, yet 
the News of it incited him to a Revenge; in Proſecu- 


tion 
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tion of which, be brought an 2 of forty thouſand 
Men before Calais. The Duke's Deſign was to have 
block'd up the Harbour by ſinking of Ships loaden with 
Stones; but the Caliſiaus eaſily removed thoſe Impedi- 
ments at the Ebb-tide. At that Iime the chief Com- 
manders there, for King Heury, were the Lord Dud- 


479 
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7 Governor of the Caſtle, and Sir John Ratcliff of the 
0 


wn ; and the Duke of Gloceſter was ſent from Eng- 
land with a powerful Fleet and Army to relieve it; 
who, upon his Arrival, challenged the Duke of Bur- 
gundy to meet him in the open Field; but the Duke 
of Burgundy raiſed the Siege without any Battle, leav- 
ing the Engl: Maſters of his Camp; who entring his 
Dominions, burnt Popperivg and Bell, and committed 
reat Ravages about Graveling, Boloign, and other 
laces ; then ſertling the Affairs of Calais, returned to 


The Deaths 


England with great Honour. After this, the Duke of ***< 


Burgundy's third Wife Iſabel, an ingenious Woman, 
contrived a Medium, whereby he might hold a League 
with Eugland, and yet make no Breach with France. 

The following Year was memorable for the Death 
of three great Princeſſes, Katherine, Mother to the pre - 
ſent King Heury, the old Dowager of King Henry the 
fourth, and the old Counteſs of Armagnac, who all died 
within forty eight Hours of each other. 

About this Time happen'd a Match, which threat- 


of Margaret, the 
with Lewis, the Dauphin of France; upon the Conſum- 
mation of which, he ſent new Supplies of Men to 
France, againſt the Eugliſp. He deſigned alſo to have 
attempted ſomething himſelf in Perſon ; but before he: 
could put his Deſigns in Execution, he was barbarouſly 
murthered in the Sanctuary at Pertb, by certain bloody 
Villains, who had been employed by the Duke of Azhol, 
his near Kinſman, in Hopes to obtain the Crown; for 
which Impiety, one Part of his Puniſhment was, to 
have a red hot Crown of Iron put upon his Head. | 

In France, the Duke of York, the new Regent, was 
very active, but performed nothing memorable, tho? he 


great Prin- 


ceſſes. 


ned Danger to King Henry, and that was the Marriage 7 
ughter of James, King of Scott, thered- 


- 


Harflewr ſur- 


rendred to 


wanted neither Opportunities nor Advantages to have the Duke of 
done ſomething worthy his noble Office; tho? ſome 
impute it to the Oppolition he met from the Duke of 
Samerſet, who im the mean Time, with the Lord Talber, 
an 


Somerſet. 
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2439 and others, managed the Ezghfp Affairs in Normandy 
WY WW very ſtrenuouſly, laying Siege to Harfleur, which had 
been ſeiſed by the French; and tho' King Charles ſent 
2 Body of four thouſand Men to relieve the Place, yet 
they being not able to effect it, Harflewr was ſurren- 

dred to the Duke. | 
The Earl of Soon after this the Duke of rk was recalled, and 
Warzik the Earl of Warwick conſtituted Regent in his Place, 
mace > who carried over with him a thouſand freſh Soldiers, 
8 and vigorauſly applied himſelf to the Buſineſs of his 
Station; and under his Conduct the Forces of the 
Duke of Bargandy were driven from before Crotoy, by 
the brave Lord Talbot: And ſeveral other conſiderable 
Advantages were gained by the Eng/:fp Forces; andthe 
Engliſ Intereſt was (till maintained in France, not on- 
ly by Means of King Hezry's Miniſters and Forces, 
but alſo by the Remiſſneſs of King Charles, who gave 
his Son Occaſion to raiſe a Rebellion againſt him: 
But before any great Advantage could be made of the 
Breach between the King and Dauphin, the Earl of 
Warwick, after many worthy Actions, died at Koax, 
and the Duke of Tork was ſent over a ſecond Time, 

in the Quality of Regent of France. 


One John On Eaſter Day, one John Gardiner, a Perſon that 
Prem te, favoured the Doctrines of Wickliff, but yet conform- 


ed outwardly to the Rom:ſb Ceremonies, was diſco- 
vered to convey the Sacramental Bread from his 

Mouth, after he had received it from the Prieſt's 

Hands, in a foul Cloth, in St. Mary Ax's Church in 

London. This Fact was obſerved with Abhorrence by 

his Fellow Communicants; upon which he being exa- 

mined, was condemn'd as an obſtinate Heretick, and 

burnt in Smirhfield, May the fourteenth. 

The Duke King Charles having beſieged Ponthoiſe, near Paris 
of Turk twice With twelve thouſand Men, the Duke of York landing 
offers King in Normandy, gathered a Body of ſeven or eight thou- 
_ Bat- End Men, and offered the King Battle; but he kept 
himſelf within his Trenches. The Duke upon this 

paſſed, with his Army, the River Oyſe, which ran be- 

tween the two Camps, This cauſed King Charles to 

remove in ſuch Haſte, that the French could hardly call 

it any you but flying, The Duke took his Camp, 
reinforced Pontboiſe, and perſued the King to Poiſie; 

where the Duke again provoked him to Fight ; but 

he declined the Offer, upon which the Puke rene; 
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ed to his Charge in Normandy. This ſeeming Cowar- 19 Hen, VI. 
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dice brought King Charles under that Obloquy and 
Contempt with the People, eſpecially the Pariſians, 
that had he not a ſecond Time attempted, and prevail» | 
ed againſt Ponthoiſe, it might have endangered his whole 
Fortunes. He therefore returned to the Siege in great 
Fury, and took it by a general Aſſault, wit much 
Bloodſhed on his own Side, and the Loſs of five hun- 
dred of the Engliſh. By this Exploit he re-eſtabliſhed 
his Reputation with his People. 2 


On June the ſeventeenth, a Prieſt named Richard Richard 
Viele, Miniſter of Hermetſworth in Eſſex, who had — 


deore been convicted of Hereſy, and abjured, was %% for He- 
found guilty of a Relapſe; and being degraded of his reſy. 


prieſtly Dignity, was burnt as an incorrigible Heretick 
on Tower-Bill. Before his Death he had foretold, Thar 
the Poſtern-gate of the Tower ſhould ſink into the Ground ; 
which accordingly coming to paſs upon the eighteenth 
of July following, when the ſaid Gate ſunk in the 
Night more than ſeven Foot into the Earth ; this 
added ſo much to the Opinion that many had of him, 
after his Death, that he was a good Man, and burnt 
out of Malice; that many Pertons went by Night to 
the Place where he was executed, and offered Images 
of Wax, and other Things, according to the Super- 
ſition of thoſe Times, kiſſing the Ground where he 
ſuffered, and carrying away his Aſhes as a ſacred Re- 
lique. The Vicar of Barking, to increaſe their Ado- 
ration, mingled Spices with the Aſhes, that they might 
believe, that the Fragrancy proceeded from the Holi- 
neſs of the Sufferer ; which ſo deceived the People, 
that they raiſed a great Heap of Stones in the Place, 
and erected a Croſs; and many went on Pilgrimage to 
It to the great enriching the Vicar of Barking, who 
received the Offerings of the People. Upon this the 
Clergy being offended, procured a Proclamation, for- 
bidding theſe Superſtitions; and the Mayor of Landon 
ſet a Guard upon the Place, and apprehended ſome of 
the Viſitants; and among the reſt, the Vicar of Bark- 
im, who confeſſed the Deluſion, that, for his own 
Cain, he had put upon the People. 


Both Sides now growing weary of the War, a Treaty TheDuke of 
of Peace was appointed at Calais, but not concluded: Ot. 
But the Ranſom of Charles, Duke of Orleans, who 4. 


had been a Priſoner in Exgland for twenty fix Years, 
Vor, I, i ever 


[ 
j 
} 


432 — The Hiſtory of EnGcLano. 


-- 144% ever ſince the Battle at Agincourt, was agreed on for 
four hundred thouſand Crowns, which the Duke gf 


Burgundy paidto N him for the Murther of his Fg. 
ther. The Duke of Gloceſter foreſeeing the ill Conſe. 
ences that were like to enſue upon the Duke of 07. 
— Liberty, ftrenuouſly * — it, and ordered his 
Reaſons to be entred upon Record, in Teſtimony gf 
the Diſcharge of his Duty. The Cardinals of Ny; 
and H/incheſter, aſſuming to themſelves a Power of 
acting many Things without-the Conſent of the King, 
or Duke of Gloceſter, who was Protector of the Realm; 
the Duke declared to the King, how much the Cari. 
nal of Mincheſter had offended both his Majeſty and 
the Laws of the Nation, by his ambitious Deſire of ſur. 
mounting all others in Honour and Dignity, and in- 
riching himſelf, to the defrauding of his Treaſure; and 
had practiſed Things highly prejudicial to his Affairs in 
France. Theſe Complaints were drawn up in twenty 
four Articles, which being heard in Council, the Car- 
dinal found ſo many Friends, as not only protected 
him, but afterwards found Means to work the Ruin 
of the Duke of Gloceſter. | 
1442, The Counteſs of Cominges dying, the King of Franc 
A March and Earl of Armagnack became violent Competitors 
propoſed de- for the Inheritance. The Earl took Poſſeſſion ; bu 
ind © fearing the Greatneſs. of the King of France, offered 
the Bar of his Daughter in Marriage to the King of Exgland, with 


pores g large ortune in Money, and the Poſſeſſion of the 


Towns and Caſtes in Gaſcony. This Offer King Hex 

ry accepted; but the King of France diſliking it, ſent 

the Dauphin with a powerful Army, who took the 

Earl and his Daughter Priſoners; and ſo the Marriage 

was never effected. | 

On Candlemas Day, the Steeple of St. Paul's Church 

Accidents in Was ſet on fire by Lightning, in the mid(t of the Wood 

England. of the Shaft, but was quenched by the great Pains and 

Diligence of the Citizens: And at the ſame Time, the 

Steeple of Waltham-Croſs, in Eſſex, was in the ſame 
Tempeſt conſumed ; but the Church was ſaved. 

1444 Tue Kings of Spain, Denmark, and Hungary became 

APeace Mediators for a Peace between England and France, 


duc nor con- but after many Propoſals made, nothing but a Truce 
cluded. for eighteen Months was agreed on. While this Ne 
gotiation was carried on, the Earl of Szfolk, one of 
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the Commiſſioners for this Peace, took upon him a4 Hen, VI. 
bold Thing, beyond his Commiſſion, and treated of a 


Marriage between King Henry and Margaret the 
Daughter of the Duke of Anjou, and Niece to the Queen 
of France. When the Earl came to Exgland, he ſet . 
forth the Beauty and Qualifications of the propoſed 
Bride, and the Advantages that would redound to the 
Kingdom by the Match. The Duke of Gloceſter ſtre- 1445, 
nuouſly oppoſed it, for weighty Reaſons, but to no Pur- & Marriage 
poſe. King Charles of France underſtanding that King King Heury 
Henry had confented to it, ſent over the Duke of Ven- and the 
bſm, and Archbiſhop of Kheims, to concludethe Match, Pukeot 
which being done, the Ear! of Sf was made a Mar- Dalghter 
quiſs, and appointed to celebrate the Formality of the 
Nuptials, and to bring the Bride into 1 ook Accord- 
ingly, after great Preparations, and all Things being in 
Readineſs, the new Marquiſs, with his Wife, and great 
Numbers of Ladies and Gentlemen, gloriouſly adorned, 
went over to France, to fetch her; for her Father, tho? 
rich in Titles, was ſo poor in Purſe, that he was not able 
to ſend her honourably to her Husband ; ſo that the 
whole Charge, which was very great, fell to King Heu- 
s Share. [he noble Company being arrived at Tours, 
the Marquiſs married the Lady, as Proxy to King 
Henry, in the Preſence of the King and Queen of 
France, and many Princes and Noblemen ; and the 
Nuptials having been ſolemnized with Feaſts and Tour- 
naments, ſhe was convey'd into England with great 
State, and married to King Henry at Southwike in 
Hampſhire; from thence being conducted to London, 
was received by the Citizens in great Splendor ; and on 
the thirtieth of May following crowned Queen at 
Weſtminſter. | * n 

Here ſome Exgliſ Writers tell us, that it did ap- 2 
pear, by Reaſon of the Breach of Promiſe made to the ning 
Earl of Armagnack's Daughter, that God was not Erglane's 
pleaſed with the late Marriage: For from that Day Miſeicy 
forward, King Henry's Fortunes began to decline ; 10 
that he loſt all his Friends in Ezglazd, and all his Do- 
minions in France, For in a little Time, the Queeg 
and her Council governing all Things, to the Detri- 
ment of the King and his Realm, it highly diſguſted 
the greateſt Part of the Nobility, and the whole Na- 
tion. But till ſame Care was taken about the Affairs 
of France; the me, granted Supplies, to carty 

13 en 
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1446. on the War againſt the Expiration of the Truce; the 
LY Duke of York was recalled from his Regency, andthe 


The Duke 


of Gleceſter 


murthered, 


The Cardi- 
nal of Win- 
_ cheſter dies. 


Duke of Somerſet ſent in his Place. 
he Protector, the Duke of Gloceſter, felt the fatal 
Blow of that evil Angel that was ſent to puniſh Euy. 
land. The Duke had been a bold Oppoſer of the late 
Marriage, and therefore was hated by the Queen, Duke 
of Suffolk, and her Faction; becauſe, by the Honour 
of his Birth, and Authority of his Place, he ſeem'd to 
hinder that Sovereign Power they pretended to ſettle 
in the King's Perſon, but deſigned in Reality to inveſt 
themſelves with. In the firſt Place ſhe cauſed the Duke 
to be removed, not only from any Command about 
the King's Perſon, but Council too ; and the Dukes of 
Suffolk and Backinugham, Cardinal of Wincheſter, and 
Archbiſhop of York, all the Duke's Enemies, wereem- 
ploy'd to ſet on Foot whatever Accuſations they could 
either in Malice invent, or in Policy contrive, againſt 
him. And a Parliament upon that Account being call'd 
at Bury, on the ſecond Day of their Sitting they 
cauſed the Duke of Gl6ceſter to be arreſted for High 
Treaſon, by the Lord Beaumont, Conſtable of Eng- 
land, and all his Followers to be taken from him, where- 
of thirty two were committed to ſeyeral Priſons ; and 
the next Day after his Impriſonment he was found 
murthered in his Bed. Some ſay he was ſtrangled; 
ſome, that a hot Spit was run up his Fundament; and 
ſome, that he was ſtifled between two Feather-Beds. 
Thus died the good Duke of Gloceſter, lamented by 
all the Nation, being a Lover of his Country, a Friend 
to the Learned, and ſo great an Encourager of them, 
that he built the Divinity School at Oxford; a Defender 
of the Innocent, and a Terror to the Guilty, And 
tho* the Queen and her Party triumphed in his Over- 
throw, yet by his Death they wrought the Ruin of the 
King himſelf, having opened a Gap for Richard, Duke 
of Nork, to put in his Claim to the Crown; which in a 
few Years made King Hezry's Throne very uneaſy, and 
ended” in his Depoſition; which he would not in all 
Probability have attempted, had not the brave Duke of 
Gloceſter been dead. 3 
Soon after the Deceaſe of the Duke of Gloceſter, 
God ſeemed to revenge his Murther upon one of his 


principal Enemies, the rich Cardinal of Wincheſter, 
. whoſe Heart was ſo much ſet upon the World, aud the 
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Glories of it, that there could not be a greater Puniſh- 26 Hen. V1. 


ment of his Sins than to call him out of it. He lived 
not above a Month after the Duke of Glocefter, and 
on his Death-Bed, is ſaid to have ſhewn very great 
Impatience, and being told that no Medicines could 
fave his Life, he cryed out in a Paſſion, What! will 
mthing ſave my Life *? Will Money do _— Cannot 
Death be bribed a few Nears? Pd give the whole K ing- 
dom for my Life, He was ſucceded by William Patin, 
who was afterwards firnamed Wainfleet, from the Place 
of his Nativity, and lived as eminent for his Piety, as 
his Predeceſſor was for his Riches, and founded Mag- 
dulen College in Oxford. | 

With this tix and twentieth Year of the King, be- 


1448. 


n the Rule of the Queen, who having removed the 7* 
Puke of Gloceſter out of the World, by the Aſſiſtanc — — * 


of the Duke of Szffolk, her chief Favourite, managed 
Al Things without Controul ; wherein, tho' ſhe made 
uſe of her Husband's Name, yet ſhe could not hide her 
Uſurpation. Her Ambition and Tyranny grew ſo in- 
tolerable, that it begat a general Diſcontent amon 

the Nobility, as well as common People. The Duke 
of York having been made great, and grown ſtrong, 
thought this Management a proper Handle for him to 
lay hold of, to farther his Deſigns to raiſe himſelf to 
the Throne ; for having repreſented to his Friends, the 
Miſery of the Nation, which under the Name of a 
King, weak and unable to govern, was ruled by an am- 
bitious Queen and her Minions ; he firſt whiſpered 
it into their Heads, that it was neceſſary to pitch up- 
on ſome other Perſon to be King, ſince the preſent 
King had depoſed himſelf in Effect, by ſuffering the 
mow and Szffolk to over-rule all; that tho* King 


eury was really a good Man, yet he was fitter for a 


Cloiſter, chan a Palace; and therefore the King- 
dom ought to be put into better Hands, than thoſe of 
Women, and Favourites. This he ſaid to prepare 
their Minds for what he had in Time to propoſe to 
them, 

In the Time of the Truce between England and 
France, a Knight of Arragon, who ſerved under the 
Duke of Somerſet, The Regent, ſurpriſed the Town of 
Forgers, belonging to the Duke of Bretagne, and car- 
ried off a Booty of one Million fix hundred thouſand 


Crowns; upon which * Duke of Bretagne demanded 
7 1 3 i 


Repa- 


1449. 
All Norman- 
dy loſt from 
the Engliſu 
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Reparation and Reſtitution of the Regent; but he, con- 
trary to good Dilcipline, neglected to give him Sa- 
tisfaction, rather encouraging his Soldiers in their 
Riots and Diſorders. Upon this the Duke of Bre- 
tagne began to make Repriſals, and ſurpriſed Pont 4: 
Larche, and Town after Town, ſo many, and ſo faſt, 
that King Charles of France, uniting his Forces with 
his, ſoon became Maſter of Kan, and of Caen, Bay- 
eax, 2nd indeed of all the other Places belonging to 


the Exgliſh in thoſe Parts. In this Dukedom were an 


bundred' ſtrong Towns and Forts. And thus was 
Normandy loſt in the Space of one Year, after it had 
been in the Poſſeſſion of the Exgliſh above thirty Years, 

The People ſeeing all Things running to Confuſion 


2 reople both Abroad and at Home, grew very uneaſie, and 


with. the began to exclaim againſt thoſe who had the Manage- 
— Mi- ment of the publick Affairs, and eſpecially againſt the 


Duke of S#ffolk; charging him with being the Cauſe 
of the delivering up Anjou and Maine, the chief Pro- 
curer of the Death of the Duke of Glocefter, the Oc- 
eaſion of the Loſs of Normandy, the Devourer of 'the 
King's Treaſure, and the Remover of good and virtu- 
ous Counſellors from about the King, and the Adyan- 
cer of vicious Perſons, and ſuch as were Enemies to 
the Publick. The Parliament being met, drew up ſe- 
veral Articles of Impeachment againſt him, upon 
which he was committed to the Tower; where after he 
had remained about a Month, he was ſet at Liberty, 
and taken inco the King's Favour again ; at which the 
People were highly ditpleaſed, and began to aſſemble 
in numerous Bodies in many Places, and had choſen 
themſelves a Captain, whom they called Blze-Beard; 
but the Leaders being apprehended before they had en- 
tred upon any Enterpriſe, Matters were pacified. 
After theſe Diſturbances were quieted, the Parlia- 
ment was adjourned to Leiceſter, where the *King and 
Queen were preſent in great State, and the Duke of 
Saffolk with them as their chief Counſellor. The 
Houſe of Commons reſenting it highly, that their Im- 
peachment was ſet ſo light by, petitioned the King, that 
all ſach Perſons as conſented to the Delivery of Anion, 
and Maine might be puniſhed according to their De- 


merit. The King being ſenſible that nothing elſe would 
appeaſe the People's Fury, removed the Lord Say from 
being high Treaſurer, and ſome other of the Duke of Saft. 


's Adherents from their Offices, and baniſhed him 
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for five Years. The Duke thereupon deſigning to gos? Hen. VI, 


to France, embarked in SA, but was ſet upon by a 
Man of War belonging to the Earl of Exeter, and be- 


ing taken by the Captain, and brought into Dover Road, ge 


his Head was ſtricken off in a Cock- boat. s 
The Death of the Duke of S, did much ani- 
mate thoſe of the Duke of Nrk's Faction, who now 


ſpared no Pains to render the King deſpicable, and the The Dake 
uke's Wiſdom and of 's 


Valour in his Government of Ireland, where he had in fn 


Queen odious. They extol'd the 


Manner tam'd a ſavage People, and reduced them to 
that Obedience and Diſcipline, that he thereby ſhewed 
how much England wanted ſuch a King. The Way 
being thus prepared, the Duke began his Work with a 
popular Sedition. And for that End, the Kentifh 
People were excited to take up Arms, under the Com- 
mand of Jack Cade an Iriſpman, who had formerly 
deen Servant to Sir Thomas Dagre, and having killed 
a Woman with Child, fled to 3 and returning, 
took upon him the Name of Mortimer, pretending to 
be of that Family, and Couſin to the Duke of York. 
Jack Cade was a ,Youth of a princely Stature and 
Mien, of a very pregnant Wit, and undaunted Boldneſs, 


who having drawn together great Numbers, encamped Fart ca- 
at Black-heath, ſtyling himſelf the Captain of Kent, and Rebellion in 
Captain Mendall; his Pretences were the publick Good, X“. 


and Redreſs of Grievances; to effect which, he ſent a 
large Roll of Complaints and Demands to the King. 
One of wich was, that the Duke of Tork ſhould be 
recalled out of Ireland, and be one of the Principal of 
the King's Council. Another was, that whereas the Dake 
of Gloceſter had been proclaim'd a Traitor, the Authors 
of his Death might be puniſhed. The Complaints were, 
the Grievances and Extortions of the Courts of the 
King's Bench and Exchequer, and many other Par- 
ticulars, Upon this, the King raiſed an Army of fit 
teen thouſand Men, and marched in Ferſon againſt the 
Rebels, but Fack Cade politickly withdrawing his For- 
ces into Sevenote Wood, the King returned again to 
London, without doing any Thing; but the Queen ſent 
ſome Forces under the Command of two fiery Youths, 
dir Humpbry and Sir William Stafford, to perſue the 
Rebels, but they were both ſlain, and their Men put to 
Flight. And now the Archbiſhop of Canterbury and 


Duke of Buckingham were ſent to expoltulate with 
Ii 4 them 
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1459. them, about their Demands, to whom Fack Cade gave 
GY civil Language, but poſitively denied a Ceſſation ot 
Arms, unleſs the King in Perſon would hear the Griey. 
ances of his Subjects, and give his royal Word that 
they ſhould be redreſſed. The King not being able to 
truſt to his Soldiers Fidelity, retired with the —— to 
Fath Cade Kenelworth Caſtle in Warwickſhire. 
enters Lows The King's Retreat from London being heard of by 
don, Cade, the Rebels immediately broke up their Camp, and 
marched towards the City, himſelf lodging the firſt 
Night at the ¶Mhite-hart in Southwark ; where hearing 
what agreat Party of the People of Eſſex were come 
to his Aſſiſtance, and were encamped at M:le-end, he 
did not doubt but to carry all before him. He gare 
ſtrict Charge to his Men to offer no Injury to any, 
which was duly obſerved. On the ſecond of Ju 
he marched into the City, and coming to London: ſtont, 
ſtruck his Sword upon it, ſaying, Now is Mortimer 
Lord of London. The Lord Mayor ſtanding by his 
Door as he paſſed by, bad him beware of attempting 
any Thing againſt the Peace of the City. To whom 
he replied, Let the World judge of our honeſt Intention 
by our Actions. Then he took upon him to ſend out Letter 
to diverſe Citizens of Note, to bring him certain Numbers 
of Arms and Horſe, at the Charge of the Genoeſe, Ve. 
zetian, and Florentine Merchants, threatning to takeoff 
the Heads of thoſe that refuſed Payment. The next 
Morning he ordered the Lord Say to be brought to 
Guildhall where he had ſummoned the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen to meet, before whom he cauſed him to 
be arraigned ; who demanding to be tried by his Peers, 
was hurried away to the Standard in Cheapfſide, and be- 
headed, and his Head being putupon the End of a Pike, 
was carried before him to Mile-end, where he went to 
confer with the Eſſex Rebels; and in the Way meet. 
ing Sir Fames Cromer, who had married the Lord 
— Daughter, he alſo cauſed bis Head to be taken 
off, and born before him; the Bearers making them 
ſeem to hiſs in every Street to move Laughter. The 
next Day he entred the City again, and put to Death 
ſome of his Men who had acted contrary to his Or- 
ders; and for ſome Diſpleaſure taken againſt Alderman 
Malpas, he ſeized upon his Goods, and fined Alderman 
Horn five hundred Marks, and then returned to his 
TheCitizens Quarters in Southwark, 
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of Cade, reſolved for the future to keep him out 'ofz9 Hen. vi. 
the City, and for that End ſent to the Lord Scales to 
aſſiſt them, who appointed Sir Matthew Goxgh for that 
Purpoſe ; who having raiſed the trained Bands of the 
City ; planted themſelves to keep the Bridge againſt 
them. The Rebels in Soxthwark hearing that their En- 
trance would be diſputed, ran furiouſly ro Arms, and 
Cade endeavoured to open his Paſſage by Force, but 
the Citizens oppoſed him ſo ſtoutly, that he could not 
paſs the Bridge; the Conflict continued all Night, and 
till nine in the Morning, and ſeveral brave Citizens 
were ſlain in the Diſpute. Upon this, the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, who was Chancellor, cauſed a Procla- 
mation of Pardon to be publiſhed for all Offenders; 
upon which the Rebels left their Captain, and departed 
ome, glad to ſecure themſelves as faſt as they could. 
Fack Cade not daring to ſtay for the Succours that had 
been promiſed him, by the Favourers of the Duke of 
Vorl, fled in Diſguiſe into Suſſex, into the Wood Coun- 
try adjoining to Lewes, thinking fo to eſcape, and by 
raiſing another Rebellion, to compaſs. his Deſigns ; 
which being known, the King's Council offered a Re- 
ward of a thouſand Marks, to any Perſon that ſhould 
bring him alive or dead. Alexander Eden, a Gentle- 
man of Kent, ſeeing Cade in a Garden at Hothfield in 
Suſſex, valiantly attempted to take him, and in Fight 
with him flew him, and brought him up to London in 
a Cart; his Body was quarter'd, his Head ſet on Lon- 
don Bridge, and his Quarters were ſent into ſeveral 
Parts of Kent; into which Country the King came 
afterwards in Perſon; where tho' five hundred were 
found guilty, ſo merciful was he that only eight 
were executed. There were alſo Inſurrections in 
ſome other Parts of the Nation, and in Miliſpire, the Re- 
bels drew William Askot Biſhop of Salisbury from the 
high Altar, when he was ſaying Maſs in Edington 
Church, to the Top of the Hill, and there in his Epiſ- 
Ms Robes inhumanly murthered him, 
he Duke of York having received Intelligence in,,,"+3*., 
Ireland of the bad Succeſs of his Affairs in England, of Twk pro- 
that Jack Cade was defeated, and his Atmy wholly ceeds in bis 
routed, reſolved to go himſelf into England, to con- 
ſult with his Friends, and lay a better Foundation for 
his Proceedings. Being arrived in Exgland, he appre- 
hended the Lord Dazdley, the Abbot of Glaſtenbury, and 
another, and impriſoned them in his Caſtle of —_ 
e 
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The Duke of Somerſet was the Man, that ſince the 


Death of the Duke of Sxfo/k, moſt ſupported the In- 


tereſts of King Henry; therefore was to be removed and 
incapacitated for oppoſing his Deſigns. The Duke of 
Vork hereupon entred into a Conſultation with his chief 
Friends, the Earls of Salisbary, and Devonſhire, the 
Lord Cobham, and others, how he might molt eatily 
prone the Throne of England, and how to ruin the 

ke of Somerſer, from whom they were to expect 
the greateſt Oppoſition. At length it was concluded, 
to have recourſe to Arms, but firſt to publiſh to the 
World, That they deſigned all Honour and Obedience to 
King Henry, but only would remove certain ill Men from 
abont his Perſon, w oppreſſed the People, and made a 
Prey of the Publick. And to gain the more Credit, and to 
blind the King, the Duke in his Proclamation uſed 
theſe hypocritical Words: God knows, from whom no- 
thing is hid, I am, have been, and ever will be, his true 
liege Man, &c. For Proof of which, I offer my ſelf to 
be ſworn on the bleſſed Sacrament, and receive it as a 
Pledge of my Salvation at the Day of Doom. And 
whereas Normandy was loſt during the Regency of the 


Duke of Somerſet, his Enemies had the more Oppor- 


tunity to aſperſe him with the People, who at his Re- 
rarn offered him ſeveral Indignities and Injuries, till a 


Proclamation was iſſued out, upon pain of Death to 


reſtrain them, for the Breach of which one was be- 
headed in Meſt- cheap, London. 


King Herry King Henry, notwithſtanding all the Duke of York's 


marches a- 


. gainlt the 
Duke of 
Turk. 


Artifices, ſaw ſo much of his Deſigns, as not to rely 
upon his Pretenſions; but by the Advice of the Duke 
of Somerſet, and the reſt of his Friends, gathered an Army, 
and marched againſt him into F/ales. The Duke hav- 
ing Notice of the King's Approach, turned afide, and 
marched with all poſſible Speed to London; but not 
meeting with Encouragement there, retired into Kent, 
and encamped at Brent-heath, near Dertford. The 


King with as much Expedition marched back to Lon- 
don, and encamped at Black-heath, refolving to fight 


the Duke. The Duke was inferior to the King in Num- 
bers; ſome therefore about the King, who favoured the 
Duke, and were afraid of his Overthrow, adviſed the 
King to an Accommodation; and Meſſengers were 
daily ſent between the two Armies. The Duke in a 
Letter to the King, according to his uſual Manner, 
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pretended Loyalty, and particular Injuries : That he 30 Hen. vr. 
had taken up Arms, not to do any Damage to the King, \SWNS 


either in his Honour or Perſon, nor any of the King's 


49t 


The Duke 
Parlies with 


good Subjects, but to remove from him ſeveral ill diſpoſed whe King. 


Perſons of his Council, Enemies of their Country and 
King, who abuſed the Nobility, oppreſſed the Clergy, 
aud —— the Commons, of 'whom the Duke of 
Somerſet was Chief, and if the King" would put him in- 
to ſafe 44755 till he ſhould clear himſelf in Parliament, 


he would diſmiſs his Troops, and preſent himſelf before 


the King, aud ſerve him as all good Subjects onght- to 
do. ; Dia 8 | *. . 
The King condeſcended to anſwer this Letter, tel- 
ling him, That the > EE conceived of his 
Behaviour, 2 thoſe Effects: Nev 
gard to the humble Obedience he had lately proteſted, he, 
for the eaſing the Duke's Heart, does declare, repute, and 
admit him as a true aud faithful Subject, and as his well- 
beloved Couſin. Upon this the Duke proceeded far- 
ther, and wrote to the King, That Fuſtice might be 
done upon all Perſons whatſoever, which were guilty, or 
reported to be guilty of Treaſon ; aiming at the Duke 
of Somerſet in particular, whom he doubted not to 
overwhelm with Calumnies, as he and his Party jhad 
done to the Duke of S«folk, The Lords who were 
ſent from the King promiſed him that the Duke of 
Simerſet ſhould be confined, and upon this he diſmiſs- 

ed his Army. — 1 
Some Days after, the Duke of Vr went to the 
King's Tent at Black-heath, but contrary to his Expec- 
tation, finding the Duke of Somerſet at Liberty, fell 
into a great Paſſion, and "complained of the King's 
Breach of Promiſe, in not impriſoning him. The 
Duke of Somerſet recriminated as warmly, telling him, 
That he was the greateſt Traitor, affirming that he had 
contrived with his Friends and Accomplices, to depoſe the 
King, and aſſume the Crown to himſelf and Poſterity : 
vehemently urging, that the Dake might be committed 
end arraigned, that by his deſerved Death, and the Inca- 
pacity of his Poſterity, all civil War might be extin- 
guiſhed: Finally praying, That Heaven would not ſuffer 
the Enemy of the Kingdom to eſcape the Hand of Fuſtice. 
But the King having engaged his Word for the Duke's 
indemnity, and the Report of his Son's being ready to 
come with an Army to reſcue his Father, 9 = 
| aules 


ertheleſs in Re- 
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14. Cauſes he was no longer kept under Reſtraint, as he 
had been by the Duke of Somerſet's weighty Accuſa- 
tions; and to aſſure the King of his Fidelity, he made 

a formal Submiſſion, and took a ſolemn Oath, to be a 

true, obedient, and faithful Subject, in St. Paul's Church, 

in the Preſence of many of the Nobility, Archbiſhops, 

and Biſhops. Theſe were afterwards reiterated. by 

him at Weſtminſter, and then at Coventry, which mani- 


feſtly ſhew the higheſt Degree of Perjury, Treachery, 


'1453- and Treaſon. _ | 
— — The People of Gaſcoign, having been oppreſſed with 


deryſent into the King of Frances Army, and Taxes, grew we 

Gaſcoign, of the french Yoke, and longed for the old Liberty 
they had enjoyed under the Eugliſbp; and ſecretly ſent 
over two Freuch Noblemen, deſiring that an Army 
might be ſent over, declaring that Bourdeauæ and Gaſ- 
coigu would readily return to the Exgliſb Subjection, 
if they were duly ſupported againſt the French King; 
upon which an Army was ſent under the Command of 
the renowned Lord Talbot, Earl of Shretusbur), 
_ whoſe Fame cauſed ſeveral Places to yield. The City of 
Bourdeauæ it ſelf ſecretly open'd a Gate to him, whichthe 
French Gariſon perceiving, fled out at a Poſtern, but 
being perſued were many of them ſlain. After which, 
the Earl having received Intelligence that the French 
had befieged Chaſtillon, he marched thither, but too 
adventrouſly charging the Enemy upon unequal Terms, 
both he and his Son were unfortunately ſlain. After 
this Baurdeauæ, and other Places fell again into the French 
Hands. From that Time forward the Exgliſh never 
Obtained any Hold, or Footing in thoſe Parts. This 
Dukedom of Gaſcoign or Aquitain, was à large Pro- 
vince containing four Archbiſhopricks, twenty four 
Biſhopricks, fifteen Earldoms, two hundred Baronies, 
and above a thouſand Captainſhips and Bailywicks; ſo 
that the Loſs of ſo noble an Inheritance, which had 
continued Eagliſb for about three hundred Years, was 


T 


. 


"op great. 

Conſtantine. , This Year, on the 13 Day of October, the Queen was 

ple taken by delivered of a firſt Son, who was named Edward; and 

the Tinti. as this was an unfortunate Year to Kugland, ſo. it was 
to all Europe, by the great Progreſs. of the Turks, 
Who made themſelves Maſters: of the famous City of 
Conſtantinople, and. put a final Period to the Grecian 


Empire, 
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+ he Empire, after it had laſted from Coxſtantive the Great 33 Hen. VI, 
aſa- upwards of eleven hundred Years. | — NS 
ade The Wars of France being now at an End, civil,, Duke 
de a Diſſentions began at Home, The Duke of York conſider- of vit il 
reh, ing that King Heury VI. held the Crown not by any perſues his 
ops, lurpation of his own, but by two ſucceſſive Deſcents 94 Pebgn- 
. by from Father and Grandfather,two moſt excellentPrinces 
ani- and that being himſelf a Prince of known Goodneſs and 
ery, Piety, he had ſo deep an Hold in the People's Affec- 
| tions, that any barefaced Pretenſions to the Crown 

with would probably have turned to his Prejudice; therefore 
eary made it his Buſineſs to inſinuate Jealouſies into the 
erty Heads of the People, and by common Bruits and Re- 
ſent ports to foment their Diſcontents * Repreſenting King 
rmy Henry to be mean ſpirited; and that the Condition of 
Taſ- the preſent Times required a King that would not be 
ion, governed by his Wife, or any third Perſon, but by his 
ing; own judgment, a Man wiſe and vigorous; that not- 
d of withſtanding the King had promiſed, that the Duke 
ury, of Somerſet ſhould be Se. in ſafe Cuſtody, till he had 
y of given an Anſwer in Parliament, againſt all Accuſati- 
hthe ons; yet he —_ not only Liberty, but was in 
but greater Favour and Power than ever, and no Parlia- 
nch, ment likely to meet; and the Men who were the Ruin 
ench of the Nation, were honoured and encouraged. - Havs 
too ing by theſe n People, he ſeeured 74% 
rms, two extraordinary Men to his Intereſt, the Earl of 
\fter Salisbury, whoſe Daughter he had married, and the Ear! 
ench of Warwick; the former eminent for Policy and Coun- 
ever cil, the other for Valour and Magnificence : By 
This the Aſſiſtance of theſe two, he cauſed the Duke of 
Pro- Somerſet to be arreſted in the Queen's own Lodgings, 

four ¶ and ſent to the Tower; to which he was the more embol- 

nies, dened, becauſe the King was at that Time very ſick, and 

; ſo hardly ſenſible, and, as ſome ſay, the Regency of the King- 

had dom was committed by the Council to him, during the 

was King's Weakneſs; and by Virtue of that Authority he 

called à Parliament, and accuſed the Duke of Somer- . 

Was ſet of high Treaſon. But the 9 who was as In- 
and tent for the Deliverance of the Duke of Somerſet, as 1455. 
Was his Enemies were on his Deſtruction, had ſo contrived 

uri, WF Matters, that nothing ſhould be done againſt him; for 
y of the King being ſomething amended, and come well to 
ecian his Senſes, ſhe cauſed him, tho? very weak, to be car- 
2pare, WF ried to the Parliament-houſe, and there to diſſolve the 


Parlia- 
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Parliament. Upon which Somerſet was immediately 


ler at Liberty, and that he might de ont of the Reach 
of his Enemies Malice, he was made Captain of Ca- 
lars and Guiſues, the only Places in France that re- 
mained in the Hands pf the Ezghiſh. The Duke of 


of 7rk raiſes Tork finding that he had twice fail'd in his Attempts to 
an Army. ruin him, withdrew into Wales ; where having gather- 


ed an Army, he took his Way towards London. The 
King not depending upon the Fidelity ofthe Ciry,march- 
ed his Forces to St. Albans, where he encamped, and 
there the two Armies met: The King ſent Meſſen- 
N to the Duke, to know why he came in that hoſtile 

anner. The Duke, after Expreſſions of his Loyalty, 
demanded of the King, that he would deliver up ſuch 
Perſons as he ſhould name, to deſerved Puniſhment, 
The King returned Anſwer, That he and his Adherents 
were Traitors, and rather than he would deliver up any 
Lord to them, he himſelf would live and die in the Quar- 
rel. Upon this the Earl of Warwick unawares at- 


tacked the King's Vant- guard, and put it into Diſorder 


before the Duke of Somerſet could come to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance; ſo that the Forces on both Sides falling in, a 
bloody Battle enſued, in which of the King's Party, the 


The Battle Duke of Somerſet, the Earls of Northumberland, and 
at st.-Allan Stafford, the Lord Clifford, and about five thouſand 


more, were ſlain. The King himſelf was wounded in the 
Neck with an Arrow, the Duke of Buckingham, and 
Lord Scales in their Faces, and the Lord Dorſet ſo def: 
perately, that he was forced to be carried away in a 
Cart. And on the Duke's Side about fix hundred were 
ſlain. The King's Army being at length all either 
ſlain or diſperſed, the King fled to a poor thatch'd Houſe 
not far off, thinking there to have conceal'd himſelf; 
but the Duke of Tor- having notice of it, went with 
the Earls of Salisbury and Warwrck, and on their Knees 
humbly implored the King's Pardon, declaring, That 
ſince the common Enemy was dead, they had no more to 


. a Upon which the King required of them, 7» 


tale care that there were no more Hurt done, and to keep 
their Soldiers from killing and plundering his Subjeds, 
The Duke thereupon, in the King's Name, commanded 
a Ceſſation from farther Hoſtilities, and with great 
Shew of Reverence conveyed the King to London, 
where they kept the Feaſt o Pentecoft together, Beg 

| tte 
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Battle at St. A/3ans was fought on the 230 Day of May, 35 Hen. vt. 


r in the 35 Year of the King's Reign. WY w 
> After Whitſuntide, a Parliament was called, in which n 
re. all Things were decreed, according to the Minds of called. 
of the Duke of York and his Adherents ; to teſtify that 

to the late Government had been unjuſt, and the King 

ay abuſed by his Counſellors ; Hamphry Duke of Gloceſter, 

Phe was declared to have been loyal to the King, and 

ch- faithful to his Country; that all Alienations and Gifts 

and of the Crown, whether made by the King or Parlia- 

bn. ment, from the firſt Year of his Reign, ſhould be re- 

tile voked ; that no Perſon ſhould judge or report, that the 

ty, Duke of Tork, Earls of Salisbury and Warwick, were 

ch guilty of Rebellion or Treaſon, for their Action at St. 

ent. Albans, but all Blame was to be laid upon the Duke of 

EG Somerſet, Baron Thorp, and Eſquire Foſeph, who had 

any kept a Letter ſent by the Lords from the King's 

PT Knowledge, which if it had been delivered, would 

at- have taken away the Occaſion of all Diſorders. By 

der theſe Votes and Acts they made Way for the main 

AL. Thing they aimed at, which was a Triumvirate, for the 

N Ground-Work of their deſigned Mornarchy; and ac- 

the cordingly the Duke of York cauſed himſelf to be made 

and Protector of the Realm, the Earl of Salisbury Lord 

and Chancellor, and the Earl of Warwick Governor of 

the Calais; ſo that all Authority, both civil and military, 

and was in a Manner put into the Hands of theſe Lords, 

Jeſ: and Henry had only left him the Name of a King; for 

1 all that had a Dependence upon the King, were gradu- 

ere ally removed from his Council, and all Places of Ho- 

ther nour and Truſt: And John Holland, Duke of Exeter, 

\uſe was by Force taken out of the Sanctuary at HWeſtmin- 

lf; ſter, and ſent Priſoner to Pontfract Caſtle, a Sacri- 

vitk lege not ventured on before by any King. 

nees he Queen beheld all theſe Tranſactions with great 8 
That Regret, and ſought all Means tc reinſtate the King in- The King 
29 to his Authority and Power; and being a Perſon of a reaſſumes 
70 maſculine Spirit, was not afraid to undertake any Thing bi. Power- 
$22 to effect it; and being ſure of the Aſſiſtance of ſevera 

it, Lords in her Deſign, as tt Duke of Somerſet, who 

1ded was eager to reyenge the Death of his Father, as the 

Treat Duke of Buckingham, that of his Son and Heir. And 

don, all the Lords of the Lancaſtrian Faction, ſeeing the 

This Tendency of the Duke of York's Actions to be towards 

attle the Cron, thought it for their own Safety to join with 


the 
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te - the, Queen, in pulling him down from his Uſurpation; 
N and to that End, they all met in a great Council at 
Greenwich,and came to this Reſolution ; That the Kin 


ce 


Two Prodi- 
ies appear 
— England 


1477. 


The Queen's 


— retired, the Duke to his Caſtle of Vigmore in the Mar- 


is Caſtle of 
Midalebam 


ain 


Duke of Tort ches of Wales, the Earl of Salisbury to h 
e | 


A 2:44 


bei 


was no Child, and therefore needed no Tutor, but it 
ug a Reproach to his Majeſty to be governed at 
the Diſcretion of others, the Duke of Vr ſhould be 


put out of the Protectorſhip, and the Earl of Sa «bury 
deprived of his Chancellorſhip. . Which the King be⸗ 


every Time a ſeveral Way, and no 


ing very eaſily perſuaded to do, an expreſs Order, un- 


der the King's Seal, was ſent to them to reſign their 


Offices. The Duke of York was amazed at th 


is ſud- 


den Turn of Affairs; but did not dare to oppoſe it, 
leſt he ſhould be plainly guilty of Rebellion; ſo. that he 
was forced to endure it, tho“ with the great Diſlike of 


his Adherents, | 
new Diſcontents among the People, 


who were not wanting to foment 


la November, in the Iſle of Portland, not far from 


4 


IWeymonth in Dorſetſhire, was ſeen a Cock having great 


red Gills, and Legs half a Yard long, which 


od up- 


on the Sea, and crowed three. Tm, turning himſelf 


ing his Head to- 


wards the North, South,and Weſt ; he was parti-colour- 


ed like a Pheaſant, and when he had ſo don 


he va- 


niſhed. A little after, there were taken at Exithe, with- 
in twelve Miles of London, four wonderful Fiſhes, 21s. 
two Whales, one Sword-Fiſh,and a Fiſh called Mars Mo- 
riua. Theſe Prodigies were amazing to many Perſons, and 


ſome. ventured to prognoſticate, that th 
runners of Wars and 
terwards happened. 


were Fore- 
coubles in England, which af- 


The Duke of York, confirmed in his former Deſigns 
by this new Affront, retires from Court. In the mean 
ime, the French infeſt England by they ſurpriſed 

0 


Sandwich, pillaged ſome Houſes, took 


me Ships, and 


returned to. Normandy : Nor were the Scots idle, they 


made Inroads into the North Parts, carrying away 


much Os, Aran was in that Diſtraction by the 
the 


Factions o 
to defend it ſelf againſt foreign Enemies. 


* 4 


obility, that it was not in a Capaci- 


The 


ueen being ſenfible-the Hing could not be ſecure, but 


bury and Warwick, had contrived by Stratagem, 


by. the Ruin of the Duke of. Tork, and Earls. of Salu- 


to get 


them into her Power; but they having Notice of it, 
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with another. | 
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Midalebam in the North, and the Earl of Warwick to 37 Hen. v1 * 
Calais, where they kept a continual Correſpondence one WWW 


King Henry being diſpleaſed at the Queen's Proceed- The King 


ings, as being contrary to his pious Inclinations, return- prepares * 
from Coventry where he then reſided, to London, da 


and call'd a Council; where having ſtated the Condition 
of the Kingdom, be argued, that the late Diviſions at 
home had encourag'd both French and Scots to aſſault 
him, and therefore it was * that there ſhould be 
a Reconciliation, which, if the 2 of thoſe of his own 
Family, were likely ta obſtruct, he for his Part would for- 
get — Injuries done to himſelf, and would uſe his Endea- 
vours that his Relations ſhould come to an Agreement with 
them, who in the late Conteſts had ſhed their Blood; 
promiſing that the Duke of York and his Friends, ſhould 
in this * have nothing to do but barely to ak and de- 
fire. on this, Perſons were ſent to the chief Men 
of both Parties to come to a Treaty. The Duke of 
hrt came to London attended with four hundred Men 
in Arms, and lodg'd at his Houſe called Baynard's Caſe 
te; the Earl of Salisbury with five hundred lodg'd at 
his Houſe called the Harbour; the Duke of Exeter and 
Duke of Somerſet with eight hundred more, lodged with- 
in Temple-Bar; the Earl of Warwick with fix hundred 
was lodged at Gray-Friars; and the Earl of Northum- 
berland with the Lords Egremont and Clifford with fif- 
teen hundred Men, were lodg'd in Holbourn; ſuch was 
the Cuſtom of that military Age. The King and Queen 
were lodged in the Biſhop of London's Palace, and 
Godfrey Boleign the Mayor of London, who was An- 
ceſtor to Anne, Queen to Heury VIII. having five hun- 
dred Men in Readjneſs, rode daily round the City for 
the Preſervation of the King's Peace. 


After ſeveral Meetings, the contending Parties came They come 


to this Agreement; That the Duke of York, and Earls of wo an Agree» 
ment, 


dalisbury and HWarwick,were to make particular Satisfac- 
tions upon Account of the Death of the Duke of So- 
merſet and others ſlain in the Battle of St. Albans; and 
the Duke of Somerſet, Earl of Northumberland, and 
Lord Clifford ſlain at St. Albans, were declared true 
Liege Men to the King at the Day of their Deaths, 
is well as the Duke of Ye, Earls of Salisbury and 


Warwick, Great Rejoycings were made for this Ac» 


commodation, and a ſolemn Proceſſion made to the 
Vor. I. K k Cathe- 


ccommo- 


tion. 
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Cathedral of St. Paul's, whither the King, adorn'd with 
his Crowyn and royal Robes, went in Perſon. Before 
him the Duke of Somerſet and Earl of Salisbury walk'd 
in one Rank, the Duke of Exeter and Earl of Maric 
in another; and ſo one of each Party, till they were all 
marſhalled; and behind the King himſelf came the Queen, 
led by the Duke of Vork, with the utmoſt Significati- 


ons of Satisfaction on both Sides. 


The Earl of 
Warwick in from the King an 


Danger. 


The civil 


War begins with the Duke of York, reſolved with Sword in Hand 
to expoſtulate the Injury offered to his Son the * 0 


again. 


All Things being thus concluded, the Lords parted 
Queen, with all outward Signs of 
Friendſhip; and the Duke of York and Earl of Salisbury 
went to York; but the Earl of Warwick ſtaid awhile at 
Court about the Buſineſs of Calais, and about Hhirſun- 
tide went over thither, and returned to Ezzland again 
about Michaelmaſs ; and in the November following as 
the Earl fat in Council at Heſtm:nſter, one of the King's 
Servants affronting one of the Earl's, they fell to Blows, 
and the Earl's Servant having ſorely wounded the King's, 
fled to ſecure himſelf. The King's Guards and other 
of his menial Servants, in Revenge for the Injury of 
their Fellow-Servant, watching the Earl when he 
came from the Council to his Barge, ſuddenly ſet upon 
him and his Retinue, the Yeomen with Swords, and 
the Cooks and black Guards with Spits and Fire-Forks, 
and many of them were wounded on both Sides, and 
the Earl himſelf with great Difficulty eſcap'd to his 
Barge. The Queen immediately commanded the Earl 
to be committed to the Tower; but he being acquant- 
ed thereof, poſted into TJorkforre, and acquainted the 
Duke of York and his Father the Earl of Salisbury with 
it. The Torki/ts charg'd the Queen with all this as4 
Plot laid for the Earl's Life; and Harw:ck, being then 


Lord Admiral, haſtned to Calais, taking with him all 
the King's Ships, that were in Readineſs, and ſcouring 
the narrow Seas, met with five great Spanrfh | 
-*zoeſe Carricks, of which he took three, and carried them 


and Ce 


into Calais, where he found the Freight to be worti 
ten thouſand Pounds. Not long after this, the young 
Duke of Somerſet was ſent to be Governor of Cala; 


but Warwick reſuſed to reſign, and commanded ſevem 


of the Attendants of the Duke of Somerſet to be behead- 


ed, and he himſelf was in Danger. 
Upon this, the Earl of Salisbury having conſulted 
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Warwick at Weſtminſter, and therefore ſet forward from 38 Hen. v1, 


his Caſtle at Midaleham with four or five thouſand 
Men. In the mean Time, the Queen being ſenſible that 
now either King Heury or the Duke of Terk mult periſh, 
actively beſtirred her ſelf to maintain the Poſſeſſion of 
the Crown, and advance her own Son Prince Edward; 
therefore ſhe endeavoured to ſtrengthen her Intereſt on 
all Sides, and cauſed her Son to diſtribute Silver Swans 
as his Badge and Device, to many Gentlemen through- 
out England, aud eſpecially thoſe of Cheſbire. And 
hearing of the Earl of Salisbury's Deſign, ſent the Lord 
Audley with Forces to encounter him, which he did at 
Blore- Heath near Muckleſtone ; where, after a long and 
bloody Fight, the Earl of Salisbury got the Victory; the 
Lord Audley himſelf being flain, and with him two thou- 
ſand four hundred Men, and the chief Loſs fell upon 
the Cheſhire Men, who wore the Prince's Badge. This 
was the ſecond Battle fought between the Houſes of 
Lancaſter and York. 


The Duke of York having receiv'd the News of this The Lords 
Victory, reſolves no longer to conceal his Intentions, — an Ar- 


but either to get the Crown, or periſh in the Attempt, 
and therefore marches to join his Forces with thoſe of 
the Earl of Salisbury, ſending to raiſe Forces in Hales, 
ar, ages and other Counties, and to the Earl of Mar- 
wick at Calais, to bring what Troops he could to their 
Aſſiſtance, who immediately leaving his Onan of Ca- 
lais with the valiant Captain Trollop, and a Troop of 
ſelect Men, came to the general Rendezvous of the 


and in a ſmall Time rais'd a conſiderable Army, and 
marched in Perſon, attended with many of the Nobility 
to HYorceſter ; where, upon Conſultation it was agreed 
to offer the Rebels a general Pardon, but they retuſed 
to accept it, calling it a Staff of Reed, or a Glaſs Buck- 
ler. Upon this, the King commanded his Standards to 
advance towards them; and in his March a Letter was 
deliver'd to him fill'd with the uſual hypocritical Ex- 
preſſions, tiling him, moſt Chriſtian King, right bigh 
and mighty Prince, and our moſt dread Sovereign Lord, 
&e. But the Letter made no Overture of any Conditi- 
on upon which they would lay, down their Arms; al- 
ledging they were conſtrained 10 ſtand together in their 
own Defence, againſt ſuch great Conrtiers as deſign'd _ 
K 3 He- 


he King, in the mean I ime, The Ki 


ſent out Commiſſions into all Parts of the Kingdom, mt. 32: a 


Soo 
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145% Deſtruction, and that they only deſired to make their M. 


to the King to redreſs Grievances. The King not bein 
ſatisfied with this Letter, gave a ſecond Order for his 
Army to march. And the Armies now being come in 


The King Sight of each other, the King caus'd Proclamation to 


offers them 


Pardon. 


They fly. 


The Earl of 


Warwick 


keeps Calais, 


be made, that whoever would abandon the Duke of 
Tork, ſhould be received into Mercy, and have Pardon, 
Upon this, the brave Commander Trollop finding he had 
been impos'd upon, by the Duke and his Party, who 
while they pretended to act for the King's Intereſt, de- 
ſigned nothing leſs, abandoned the Duke's Camp at 
Midnight, and went over to the King with all his Men, 
and diſcover'd all the Duke's Counſels. Upon this the 
Duke was ſo diſcourag'd, that taking wiih him his 
younger Son the Earl of Rutland, he fled into Ireland 
and the Earls of Salisbury and Warwick with much Dif- 
ficulty eſcaped to Calais, The News of their Flight 
being carried to the King's Camp, he ſent out ſome 
Troops of Horſe to perſue them, but they were gotten 
out of Reach. The private Soldiers were pardoned 
and ſent home, but ſome of the moſt forward in the 
Rebellion were executed. The Town of Ladlow was 
plunder'd to the bare Walls, and the Dutcheſs of ork 
and her two youngeſt Sons were taken in the Caſtle 
and confin'd. And then the King returned to Coven- 
try, where a Parliament being aſſembled, they attainted 
the Duke of York, Earls of Salisbury, Warwick and Rnt- 
land, and many others, of High T reaſon, and their Eſ- 
tates were confiſcated. 

After the riſing of the Parliament, the Duke of Se. 
merſet was ſent over to take Poſſeſſion of Calais with 
ſome Forces under the Lords Koſs and Audley; but did 
not ſucceed ; whereupon the Dukerepair'd to Guiſues, 
a neighbouring Caſtle, where he daily diſturb'd the Ga- 
riſon of Calais, but rather to his Loſs than Advantage; 
for the Lord Audley was taken by Harwicl's Men, and 
carried into Calais, aud the Lord Roſs hardly eſcaped. 
Upon this, Letters were ſent to foreign Courts, deli- 
ring that uo Relief might be given to the Traitors at Ca- 
lais, who held it againſt the King's Will, and at home, 


all Perſons were furbid to tranſport any Proviſions to 
that Place. The Duke of Vr now being in Poſſeſſion 
of Ireland, the Earl of Warwick wanted to conſult him 
about the Meaſures to be taken ; and hearing that ſome 
of the King's Ships lay at Saudwich, in Order to tranſ- 
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port Succors and Supplies to the Duke of Samerſet at 38 Hen. vi. 


Guiſnes, he ſent Sir John Deaham with ſome Ships and 
Forces, who having ſurpriſed the Town in the Night, 
took the Lord Rivers and his Son in their Beds, 
ſeized on the King's Ships, furniſhed with all warlike 
Proviſions, and carried them to Calais, With theſe the 
Earl of H/arwtck ſailed to the Duke of Work in Ireland. 
The Duke of Exeter was made Admiral, with Orders 
to intercept him in his Paſſage, but many of his Men 
neon, him, he durſt not attack him. 
he 


ing having been thus diſappointed in gaining The 1. 


both the Town of Calais and the Earl, the Tork:/ts ſent ne 


over certain Articles into Kent, in which, with much 
Artifice and Subtilty they endeavoured to prepoſſeſs the 
Minds of the People in their Favour. When they men- 
tioned the Perſon of the King, they freed him from all 
Exceptions, as being of as noble, virtuous, righteous, and 
bleſſed a Diſpoſition as any earthly Prince whatever. 
When they mention their Enemies, they name the Earl 
of Shrewsbury, the Earl of Wil:ſhire, and the Lord 
Beaumont, as the principal Perſons concern'd in the At- 
tainders of the Partizans of the Duke of York at Coven- 
try, Their Complaints were, of general Enormities, 
lajuries done to the Church, and the ill Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, Abuſe of Purveyors, the King's Poverty by the 
Corruption of his Officers, &c. Where they ſpoke of them- 
ſelves and their Pretenſions, they profeſſed all Sincerit 
and Loyalty to King Henry. In the Conclution of theſe 
their ſpecious Pretences, they us'd theſe Words; Re- 
quiring you on God's Behalf, therein ta aſſiſt us, doing 
always the Duty of Liege Men in our Perſons to our ſaid 
Sovereign Lord, to his Eſtate, Prerogative and Prehemt- 
nence, and ta the Security of his moſt notle Perſon, to 
which we have ever been, and will be as true as any of 
bis Subjecks alive; whereof we call God, our Lady Ma- 
ry, = all the Saints in Heaven to witneſs. 

By theſe treacherous Proceedings they prevailed not 
only on the unthinking People, but the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury himſelf to believe, they deſigned as they 
ſpake; and the Earl of Warwick took an Oath upon 
the Croſs at Canterbury, that they had ever born true 
Faith and Allegiance to King Henry. After this, the 
Lord Faxconbridge was ſent over to ſound the Inclina- 
tions of the People, and the Earls of March, Warwick, 


and Salisbury landed ſoon after in Kent. 
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The King, before their Arrival, not truſting to the 


n idelity of the Citizens, had quitted London, and retired 
e r 
Barrie at 


to Northampton, where he had got together a conſide. 


Northampten.rable Army, to which the Dukes of Somerſet and Buck- 


ingbam came. from Guiſaes, who were no ſooner at- 
riv'd, but they heard of the Approach of the Lords At- 
my; therefore paſſing the River, they went and encamp- 
ed in the neighbouring Fields. The Biſhop of Salishy- 
ry was ſent to the King, to requeſt him to admit the 
Fart of Warwick into his Preſence, in Order to accom- 
modate Matters; but this being denied, the- Earl of 
March reſolv'd to ſet upon the King's Army without 
Delay, and in the Night remov'd his Camp nigh North. 
ampton, marching in Order of Battle. About two of 


the Clock in the Afternoon the next Day, the two Ar. 


mies met; and the Earls of March and arwick having 
given a ſtrict Charge to the Soldiers, that they ſhould 
none of them lay Hands on the King, nor the common 
People, but the Nobles and Gentlemen only, the Bu- 
tle began and laſted for five Hours, with great Fierce. 
neſs on both Sides; but at Length by the Treachery of 


The King the Lord Grey, who went over to the Enemy with a 


defeated and 
taken Priſo- 


ner, 


ood Party, the King's Side was vanquiſhed with the 
oſs of ten thouſand, partly drowned and partly lain, 
among which were the Duke of Backingham, Earl of 
Shrewsbary, Lord Egremont, Viſcount Beaumont and 
others. Ihe Duke of Somerſet narrowly eſcaped, and 


with the Queen, and Prince Edward, fied into the B. 


ſhoprick of Durham, and ſo got into Scotland. Many 
were taken Priſoners; the King himſelf who remained i 
his Tent during the Battle, being left alone, fell into 
his Enemies Hands: But the Earls of March and Mer. 
wick aſſuring him, that they ſought the Welfare of his 
Perſon and Happineſs of the Realm, in deſtroying theit 
malicious Enemies, he was much comforted ; and be- 
ing carried to Northampton, and from thence to Lox 
don, was lodged in the Biſhop's Palace. The Victor 
being arrived at London. inflicted ſuch Puniſhments on 
thoſe of the King's Party as they thought convenient, 
fining and impriſoning ſome, and beheading others. 
In the mean T ime | Tru II. King of Scotland, part: 
ly in Favour of King Henry, laid Siege to Roxborough 
aſtle then in Poſſeſſion of King Heury's Enemies, 
where going into the I renches to ſee the Lion, a tt 
mous Piece of Ordnance and other Artillery Aer 
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ged, one of them burſt, and with a Shiver of it ſlew 39 Hen. VI. 
the King. And James the III“. a Child of ſeven N 
Years of Age ſucceeded his Father. Soon after/died;#"rurtane, 
Charles King of France, who being fick, ſome of his and charter 
Nobility put an Imagination into his Head, that ſome 2 
Perſons deſigned to poiſon him, upon which he would ; 
take no Suſtenance for ſeveral Days; and when his 
Phyſicians told him, that his Weakneſs proceeded not 

from Sickneſs, but Want of Meat, he endeavoured to 

eat, but could not; for the Chanels thro* which the 

Meat paſſed were cloſed up, ſo that he died with Hun- 

ger, leaving his Kingdom to his Son Lewis Xl. | 

The Lords having the King now in their Power, and 
ruling all Things almoſt at their Pleaſure, proceeded 
vigorouſly in the Execution of their Deſigns; and firſt 
call a Parliament to meet at Heſtminſter, October the den 
following, but in the King's Name, and then ſend in- 
to Ireland to the Duke of Yori to acquaint him with ,,. Hake 
their Succeſs, and invite him to come forthwith to Eug- of I En- 
land. Which accordingly he did, and made his Entry y inte Ear: 
into London with numerous Troops of Men and Trum-““ 
pets ſounding before him, cauſing the Sword to be car- 
ried before him, as it was cuſtomary to be done before 
Kings, only with this Difference, that as it was carried 
— Kings ſheath'd, it was carried before him na- 

ed. 

The Parliament was met two Days before the Dukes Bcharz- 
came, who having paſſed thro' the City, went directly gur n the. 
into the upper Houſe, or Chamber of the Peers, and Long . 
placed himſelf in the King's Seat, laying his Hands 
upon the Cloth of State, as if he had taken Poſſeſſion 
of the Crown and Kingdom. When he had ſtood ſo 
a while, he turned himſelf to the Lords, and look'd 
ſtedfaltly upon them, as tho' he would read in their 
Countenances their Thoughts and Reſentments of that 
Action. After he had ſtood a while in that Poſture, 

King Henry, who was then in the Queen's Lodgings, 
having ſent the Archbiſhop of Canterbury to him, he 
came to him with much Reverence, and asked him, :F 
be would not go ſee the King, The Duke at this Queſ- 
tion was obſerved to change his Colour, and then in 
a Paſſion anſwered him, that he knew none in this King- 
dum to whom he owed that Duty or Honour; but on the 
contrary, all Men owed it to him, and therefore King 
Henry onght to come to him, | 
| K k 4 
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and openly publiſhed by the right Heirs as it had _ 'y 


59+ 
41468 he Archbiſhop... having received this Reply, went Edmu 
＋ back to the King to let him know eit; which the Duke Vork 
the Crown Of Vork perceiving, he roſe up haſtily, and following and 1 
of End. him into the Palace, —— of the King's Lodg- it, fot 
ings, breaking open ſeveral Locks and Doors to enter Right, 
them. And having ſtaid there a little while, he return'd 4 Suce 
to the Houſe, of Lords again, leaving his. Servants and undone 
Attendants to keep Poſſeſſion for him; and being again and do 
ſettled in the royal Throne, he boldly made his Do. Kind © 
mand of the Crown and regal Authority of Englazd, tion, 
notwithſtanding his ſolemn Oaths and Engagements to Heury 
the contrary. oſt of the Houſe ſtood amazed, and the thirt/ 
Duke obſerving their Aſtoniſhment and Silence, defer- confirt 
ed the depoſing King Herry and his own Coronation that th. 
till he had ſent. them his Pedigree and Claim in Wri- MW The D 
ting, that they might better conſider of it, pretending at put hi 
the ſame Time to ſubmit to their Determination. with h 
The Sub- The Duke of York's Claim was in Words to this ſcarce; 
— — the Lffect, That he approached that Throne, as the Place ing not 
Pre Claim. to him in Juſtice belonging, not as requiring their to con 
«© Favour, but friendly Indifferency, and true Admini- do wh: 
t ſtration of Juſtice; for the high and mighty Prince departe 
tt Richard II. Son of Edward the black Prince, eldeſt was thi 
© Son of King Edward III. was the true and undoubted of Lor 
« Heir of theſe; Realms, and was in Poſſeſſion of the 2 Crow 
“ regal Dignity, till Heury Earl of Derby and Duke of WU adorn 3 
e Lancaſter and Hereford, Son of Jahn of Gaunt Duke withou 
„ of Lancaſter, by Force and Violence, contrary to upon th 
« the Duty of his Allegiance, raiſed War againſt the upon 2 
« ſaid King Richard, impriſoned him, and intruded up- did bete 
on and ulurped the royal Power, and after compals'd have a 
<« his Death and Deſtruction; upon whoſe Deceaſe, ons in 
4 having no Heirs, the Right and Title of the Crown After 
and Superiority of this Realm lawfully reverted and the Du 
& returned-to Ruger Mortimer Earl of March, Son and of Maj 
« Heir to the Lady Philippa, only Child of Lionel King E 
% Duke of Clarence, and — eldeſt Daughter Aun, could 
being Mother to him the ſaid Duke of York, he was WW Conclu 
« the true and lawful Heir, and had an undoubted W was /#b 
„ Right to the Crown,” ſaying, If my Title be good, Wl was ſup 
why. am I kept from it? If my Claim be good, why I Diſpute 
have I not Juſtice? For. Mea of Knowledge muſt cum © about ti 
that uſurped, Poſſeſſion, tho ſiren hned with a Lineal lion; th 
Deſcent, can nothing prevail, if Claim be lawfully made i King fo 
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Edmund Earl of March my Uncle, and Richard Duke of 39 Hen. vl. 
York my Father, aud 2 But thro ſiniſter Counſel WW 
aud uujaſt Detention, I ueither could obtain nor recover Y 84d 
it, ſo that I am forced to make Uſe of Force to regain my 

Right, and ſerile the” Peace of the Realm, which thi 

8s Jucceſſton of Uſurpers hath been miſerably ruined and 

undone, eſpecially tn this laſt Reign; and therefore I have 

and do now [take Poſſeſſion of the royal Throne. This 

Kind of Speech (truck all the Auditors with Conſterna- 

tion, and the Lords themſelves ſat mute; for Ki 

Henry's" Piety and a Succeſſion in the third Degree a 

thirty eight Years Poſſeſſion of the Crown had ſo far 
confirmed molt of them in the Opinion of his Right, 

that they were loth to be inſtrumental in depofing him. 

The Duke of Vor, whoſe Eagerneſs to be a King had 

put him under Expectation of a ready Compliance 

with his Deſires, was much diſappointed when he ſaw 

ſcarce any Man ſeconding him in his Pretenſions; but be- 

ing not willing to ſeem much diſpleas'd, he deſired them 

to conſider throughly of what he had ſaid to them, and 

do what in Juſtice and Wiſdom ſeem'd right, and ſo 

departed to his Lodgings at Mhiteball. While the Duke 

was thus declaring and ſhewing his Title in the Houſe 

of Lords, it happened that in the Houſe of Commons 

a Crown which hung up in the middle of the Roof to 

adorn a Branch ſet up for Lights, fell down ſuddenly 

without any imaginable Cauſe, and alfo another Crown 

upon the Top of Dover-Caſtle; which were both look'd 

upon at this Juncture, as ominous Accidents, which 

did betoken that the Crown ſhould ſome Way or other 

have a Fall, and that there would be ſudden Alterati- 

ons in the Government. 

After this, frequent Conſultations were held about The Duke's 
the Duke's Pretenſions, who taking upon him a — — 
of Majeſty, kept in the King's Lodgings, and tho' near the Settle- 
King Heury, would not, by all the Perſuaſions that ment of the 
could be us'd, condeſcend to viſit the King till ſome gie ca. 
Concluſion was come to in the Matter, ſaying, that he 
was ſubjed to uo Man, but God only, under whom none 
was ſupreme in this Realm, but he. After many hot 
Diſputes had paſſed between the Lords and Commons 
about this Affair, at Length they came to this Conclu- 
ſion; that foraſmuch as + "os had been acknowledged 
King for the Space of thirty eight Years and =—_ - | 

| ou 


_ x460. ſhould enjoy that Name and Title and Poſſeſſion of the 
Kingdom during his natural Life; and if he either died 
or reſigned, or forfeited the ſame, by breaking or violating 
any Point of this Contract, then the ſaid Crown and Dig- 
nity ſhould be immediately devolved upon the Duke of 
York and the Heirs of his Body lawfully begotten, ex- 
cluding all thoſe of King Heury. 

A Proceſſion + This Agreement being drawn up in Form, was ſeal- 
to thank ed and ſworn to by King Henry and the Duke of Tork, 
— "as likewiſe all enacted in this Parliament. For Joy of 
which, the King accompanied with the Duke, attended 
with the Earls of Salisbury, Harwick, and other Nobi. 
lity, on All Saints Day, rode in ſolemn Proceſſion to 
the Cathedral of St. Paul's, with the Crown upon 
his Head to give Thanks for that Accommodation, 
The next Day the Duke of Vr was by Sound of 
Trumpet ſolemnly declared Heir apparent to the Crown 
- of England, and Protector of the Nation during the 

King's Life. | 
TheDukeof And now the Duke of York's Power began ; andhe 
the King ro Knowing the Queen to be a Woman of a maſculine 
fend for the Spirit, who would make all the Oppoſition ſhe could 
Queen. to this Settlement, therefore he inſtigated King Henry 
to ſend for her, and Prince Edward his Son. But by 
that Time the Meſſengers were arrived, the Queen was 
gat at the Head of an Army of eighteen thouſand well 
diſciplin'd Men, under the Command of the Dukes of 
Exeter and Somerſet, and Earls of Devonſhire, Norib- 
umberlaud, and other Lords, and therefore refus'd to go 
along with them. The Duke of York miſſing his ex- 
ted Prey, left the King at London with the Duke of 
Vorfolk and Earl of Warwick, and taking with him his 
young Son the Earl of Rutland, the Earl of Salisbury 
and five thouſand Men, he marched towards Wakefield 
in Yorkſhire, to perſue the Queen and her Son, ſending 
Orders to the Earl of March to follow him with all his 
The fourth Forces. On Chriſtmaſs Eve the Duke took up his 
Wakefield, Quarters in Sandal-Caſtle in View of Wakefield, wait. 
ing for the Encreaſe of his Army. The Queen and 
Lords of her Party 2 Notice of this, thought 
it beſt to fight before his Army was reinforced, and 
to that End advanced with their Army. When the) 
drew near, and the Duke found that the Queen's Forces 
were much ſuperior to his, the Earl of Salisbury 11 (ed 
im 
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kim to keep within the Walls till the Earl of Marchzs Hen. v1. 
ſhould join him. The Queen and her Army came be- / WY 
fore the Caſtle, and having laid two Ambuſhes, Part of 
the Army prelented themſelves before Sandal, in Or- 
der to provoke the Duke to Fight, who fir'd with this 
Bravado, and counting it a Shame to be ſhut up in a 
Caſtle by a Woman, reſolv'd to venture out and give 
her Battle; ſo marching down the Hill in good Order, he 
came into the open Field, to his Enemies, who imme- 
diately joined Battle. Soon after the Battle began, the 
Ambuſhes roſe, and encompaſſed the Duke and his Men 
on every Side; ſo that within half an Hour he himſelf The Duke 
was flain, and his whole Army utterly defeated, two of Tut . 
thouſand eight hundred of them being kill'd, the Earl 
of Salisbury being wounded and taken Priſoner, and 
many other Perſons of Note. The Duke's Chaplain 
and Tutor to the Earl of Rutland, who ſtood at ſome 
Diltance to ſee the Event of the Battle, perceiving the 
ill Succeſs of it, fled with the young Earl to ſecure 
him, but was overtaken by the Lord Ci Ford, who with a 
Dagger in his Hand, demanded who he was. The poor 
Youth, a Gentleman of about twelve Years of Age, 
with Tears beg'd Mercy of him upon his Knees. 
The Chaplain thinking by that Means to fave him, told 
who he was, promiling that if he would ſave his Life, 
he ſhould ſpend it in his Service. But Clifford ſwore 
violently, that as his Father had ſlain his, ſo would he 
ſerve him and all his Progeny, and then (truck his Dag- 
ger into his Heart ; after which he went away to find 
the dead Body of his Father, whoſe Head he cut off, 
and having made a Crown of Paper, and ſet it on his 
Head in Deriſion, he preſented it to the Queen, and 
ſhe ſent it to be ſet upon a Pole over the Gate of the 
City of Vork. The Earl of Salisbury who was ſent a 
Priſoner to Pontfract-Caſtle, being hated by the common 
People, was pulled out of it and beheaded, and his Head 
ſent to York to be ſet up upon a Gate there. | 

The Earl of March having raiſed an Army of twen- The fifth 
ty three thouſand Men in Wales was then at Gloceſter Bale ar, 
when he heard the News of his Father's Death, and re- cy. 
ſolved to march againſt the Queen, who was then march- 
ing towards London; but hearing that the Earls of Pem- 
broke and Ormond, with a great Army of Welſh and Iriſh 
were perſuing him, he marched back to fight them, and 
on a large Plain by * near Ladlow, 

| | met 
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met them, and on Candlemaſi-Day engaged them. It 


is reported, that on that Morning, the Sun at his riſing 
appeared to the Earl of March like three Suns, and ſud- 
denly running into one, gave him (as he gueſs'd) an 
Omen of Victory. The two Armies join'd Battle, and 
after a ſharp Conflict the Queen's Forces were put to 
F light, with the Slaughter of three thouſand eight hun- 
dred Men, the Earls of Pembroke and Wiliſpire ſaving 
themſelves by Flight; and, many Gentlemen of Note 
were taken, and as a Sacrifice to the Duke of ' Tor}; 
Ghoſt were beheaded at Hereford, DONG, the reſt Sir 


Den Tudor, Husband to King Henry the Vth's Queer. 


The Queen who was marching towards London with 


Dante a St: her Northern Rabble, who after they had paſſed the 


Albans. 


. King's Promiſe of Safety to them, ſtaid with his 


The King 
and Queen 
return 


River Trent, plunder'd the Villages and Towns, as if 


that River was the utmoſt Bounds of their good Beha- 
viour, heard of the Diſcomfiture of her Friends; yet 
elevated with her former Victory, held on her March, 
and being come near St. Albans, heard the News that 
the Earl of Warwick and Lords were coming agaiuſt 
her with a numerous Army, raiſed by the King's Au- 
thority, with the King at the Head of them. The 
Lords who were with the Queen advis'd her to march 
thro? St. Albans, and meet their Enemies on the other 
Side of the Town; but the Earl of Warwick having 

ed his Archers in the middle of it, they were forced 
to take another Way, andſo the two Armies met upon 
Barnard-Heath, on the North-Side of St. Albans. The 
Battle was fierce, and the Victory dubious for ſome 
Time; but at length by the Treachery of Lovelace, who 
kept back the main Body of the King's Army from 
coming in to their Aſſiſtance, they being overpowered, 
were forced to fly; and the Queen's Side gaining the 


Victory with the Slaughter of two thouſand three hun- 


dred Men obtain'd the King into their Power, with the 
Lord Bonvile and Sir Thomas Kiriell; who upon of 
aje 

but to their Coſt ; for when the Queen heard that the 


Commons had beheaded Judge Thorp at Highgate, ſhe 


cut off both their Heads. | : 
After this Battle, the Tg and Queen, and Prince 
Edward, now about eight Years old, and the Northern 


Thanks for Lords, went to the Abby Church, and gave Thanks to 
te Victory. God ſor this Victory, and then the King at the Queen's 


Requeſt, knighted the Prince with thirty others, * 
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had ſignalized their Courage in fighting for her; which 39 Hen. vl. 


being done, the King and Queen went. to their Lodg- 
ings in the Abby. But the Town of St. Albans was in 
Confuſion ; for the Northern Men plundered and ran- 
ſacked the Houſes without Mercy: Whereupon the 
Abbot, and Inhabitants petitioned the King to reſtrain 
their Licentiouſneſs, and a Proclamation was put out; 
but they replied, That it was their Bargain to have all 
the Spoil of every Place beyond the Trent, and ſo conti- 


nued their pillaging. 


While the Queen lay at St. Albans, the Army being The Queen 


in Want of Proviſions, ſhe ſent Orders to the Lord gn 
Mayor of London to ſend her ſome; accordingly he x 


to the 


ayor of 
ondon for 


having filled ſeveral Carts, was ſending it to her, but Provifiaas. 


the common People ſtopped the Carts at the City 
Gates, ſaying, They would not feed them, that would cat 
their Throats, and rob them of all they had. This Diſ- 
obedience grew more obſtinate, by Reaſon of an inſo- 
lent Troop of Horſe, who came from St. Albans, to 
plunder the Suburbs, who coming to Cripplegate, where 
the Carts were, attempted to enter, but were beaten 
back, and three of them ſlain. The Mayor and 
Aldermen thinking, that the Queen would rigorouſly 
reſent it, ſent the Recorder of the City, with ſome 
Biſhops, and others, to excuſe it, perſuading her that 
ſome of the Lords might be ſent with four hundred 
Men armed, who riding about the Streets, might ap- 
peaſe the Tumult ; and promiſing that Part of the Al- 
dermen ſhould come to meet her at Barnet, and con- 
duct the King and her peaceably into the City; which 
the Queen aich and was pacified for the Diſappointment. 


But while theſe Things were thus carrying on, the The Earl of 
Queen received News, that the Earl of March who had — <a 


vanquiſhed the Earls of Ormond and Pembroke, being 25 
joined with the Earl of Warwick, was coming towards 
London with a mighty Army. This ſo terrified the 
Queen, that ſhe withdrew from St. Albans, into the 


Northern Parts where ſhe had moſt Friends. The 
Earl of March hearing of the Queen's Retreat, mar- 
ched directly towards London, and was there received 
with the univerſal Joy of the People, upon Febr 


the 28", His coming to London being known,the Gen- 


try of the South and Eaſt Parts flocked to 13 3 3 
the 


ing great Numbers to his Aſſiſtance. On Sun 


of March, the Earl of Warwick muſtered all his 
| Army 
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1461. Army in St. Johu's Fields, in the midſt of Throngs of 
People, whom having drawn into a Ring round him 
he read aloud, to them the Agreement of the laſt Par. 
liament, and then demanded, Jhether they wonld have 
King Henry, who had violated that Agreement, 10 reign 
aver them? The all cried, 2, zo. Then he asked 
them, Whether they would have the Earl of March, why 
according to the ſame Agreement ought to be King, 10 
reign over them? They nanu cried out, yea, 
yea. Upon which ſome Commanders, and others of 
the City repaired to the Earl of March at Baynard's 
Caſtle ; where a Council being held, they at length con- 
cluded, that King Henry ſhould be depoſed, and the Earl 
of March made King. The Earl at firſt ſeemed to ex. 
cuſe himſelf, as being yung and inſufficient for ſo 
great a Charge; but being perſuaded by the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, Biſhops of London and Exeter, and 
Earl of Harwick he conſented, and took upon him the 
Name and Title of King of Exgland. The next Day 
he went in Proceſſion to St. Paul's, and after Te Deum 
had been ſung, was in great State conducted to «4 
minſter, and there ſeated in the great Hall with St. 
Edward's Scepter in his Hand. here being thronged 
with Multitudes of Spectators, it was again asked them, 
Ihether they would have the Earl of March for their 
King, and ſerve, love, honcar, and obey him, as their 
ſovereign Lord? They all joyfully anfwered, yea, yea. 
Then he took the Homage of theNobility there pre- 
ſent, and afterwards was conducted by them to the 
Abby; where having ſat in the Quiretill Te Deum was 
ſung, he went unto St. Edward's Shrine, and made 

Be is pro- his Offerings according to Cuſtom, and then returned 
Tur by Water to the Biſhop of London's Palace, and the 
ing. a 5 
next Day was proclaimed King of England, by the 
Name of Edward IV. | 
The End of Thus ended the Reign of King Henry VI. of whom 
KingHemry'sjt is obſerved, that none ever came to be King ſo ſoon 
_— and after his Birth, nor ceaſed to be King ſo long before 
is Charac- . a R 
ter. his Death; for he was but eight Months old when he 
was made King, reigned thirty eight Years, fix Months, 
and three Days, and lived twelve Years after he was 
depoſed. His Perſon was comely, and well-propor- 
tioned, and his Mind adorned with Virtues ſufficient 
to make a Saint. No King ever ſhewed more Devo- 
tion than himſelf; On great holy Days, he uſed 1 
acy 
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Sackcloth next his Skin; ſo free from Swearing, that 39 Hen. vx. 


he never uſed any Aſſeveration, but forſoozh and ver:ly, 
So modeſt, that when in a Mask, ſome Ladies appear- 
ed with their Breaſts bare, he immediately exclaimed 
againſt it. So merciful, that when he ſaw the Quar- 
ters of a Traitor over Cripple-gate, he cauſed them to 
be taken down, declaring, He would have no Chriſtian 
ſo cruelly treated for his Sake. So innocent, that his Con- 
feſſor declared, That ſor ten Years ſpace, he never found 
any Thing he had ſaid or done, for which he might juſtly eu- 
018 him Peaance. He had one Immunity peculiar to him- 
ſelf that mo Man could ever berevenged on him, becauſe 
he never offered any Man an Injury ; and was ſo pa- 
tient,that to one who ſtruck him,when he was taken Pri- 
ſoner, he only ſaid, Yon wh your ſelf more than me, 
to lrike the Lord's Anointed. But tho he was a Prince 
of ſuch Piety and Virtue, yet he was always unfortu- 
nate; for whatſoever Side he was of, the Victory al- 
ways went againſt him. He had no Genius for Govern- 
ment,but was a great Lover of Charity and good Works; 
he founded two famous Colleges, the one at Cambridge, 
called King's College, the glorious Chapel of which 
ſhews of what wonderful Magnificence the whole 
would have been, had the Founder reigned to finiſh it; 
the other at Eaton near H/indſor, to the Maintenance 
of which he gave three thouſand four hundred Pounds 
per Annum; and had he been guided by a good Council, 
he might have been as good a King as ever England had, 
but being governed by the Queen, and her Favourites, 
who were envied 1 25 proud Nobility, this brought great 
Miſeries upon the 

becauſe as to his Perſon undeſerv'd ; but it was judged 
better for the common Good, that one ſhould ſuffer, 
rather than the whole Nation periſh, 


The 


ation. His Fall was much pitied, - 
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1461. NOW. begins the Hiſtory of the ſecond great Branch 
CW of the Plantagenets, that ſat upon the Engliſh 
Throne. The Reign of which began the 4 of March 
, T46r, in King Edward IV, who was then about twen- 
ty Years of Age, in the Prime of his Youth and Beau- 
, which with the Charms of his Behaviour, rendred 
him the Object of the People's Affections. Yet great 
Numbers were ſtill in the Intereſt of King 715 5 
who was now with his Queen, raiſing a powerful 
Army in the North: And King Edward's Jeal- 
oufie gave him Cauſe to ſuſpect, that there were 
not a few in King Hexry's Intereſt in London it 
King Ee ſelf; of which one Walter 4 Grocer was an unhappy 
Beginning. Proof, who was beheaded in Sizhfield, for ſaying, 
That he would make his Sou Heir to the C rown, mean- 
ing the Sign of the Crown in Cheapſide. This ſevere 
Beginning caufed many to think, they had injured them- 
ſelves in wronging King Ferry; which Opinion was 
the more confirmed, by King Edward's retaining a 
large Sum of Money borrowed of the Staplers Mer- 
chants, the Reftitution of which he utterly denied, 
with an angry Command, that they ſhould no more de- 

mand it of him. 
The Queen in the North had gotten together an Ar- 
Queen A- my of fixty thouſand Men, which King Edward hear- 
 8-er raiſes ing, he with a complete Army ſet out from London, 
my. the 12 of March, attended with his two Brothers, and 
many other Noblemen. And marching towards Pont- 
frad in Yorkſhire,he appointed the Lord Fita water to keep ERR 
the Paſſage of Ferribridge. King Henry's Army was Mirror 
commanded by the Duke of Somerſet, the Earl of 
Northumberland, and the Lord Clifford, whoſe Fathers 
had been ſlain at the firſt Battle of St. Albans; among 
whom it was reſolved, that Ferribridge was by Reaſon 
of the Conſequence of the Place to be recovered at any 
Hazard. Accordingly the Lord Clifford, ſuddenly at- 
tacked the Party, and defeated them, killing the Lords 
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Filzwater, Baſtard of Salisbury, and many others. The 1 Ed. tv. 
Noiſe of this Defeat coming to the Ears of the Earl of WWW 


Warwick, he poſted in all Haſte to King Edward, and 
killing his Horſe in his Preſence, cried out, Sir, God 
have mercy upon their Souls, who for Love of yout in the 
Beginning of your Enterpriſe, have loft their Lives; yet 
let him fly who' will fly, by this Croſs, (kiſſing the Hilt 
of his Sword) I will fland by bim, who will land by 
me, fall Back, fall Edge. The Lord Falconbridge ſoon 
got over the River at Caſtleford, three Miles from Fer- 
ribridge, deſigning to ſurround the Lord Clifford's Part 
ty; but he perceiving the Deſign, ſought to avoid it; 
and putting off his Gorget, but whether for Haſte or 
Heat is uncertain, an Arrow without a Head pierced 
2 his Throat, and ſtuck in his Neck, of which 
he died. A | 


The next Day being Palm-Snnaday; early in the Morn- The ſeventh 
ing the two Armies came in ſight of each other. The Baule be- 
Field of Battle was betwixt Gaxtoz and Towton : Before R => 
the Fight began, Proclamation was made in King Ed-.Lanafter 


ward's Camp, That whoever feared to fight might imme- and Tot, 


diately depart, but if any Soldier that remained ſhould 
endeavour to fly, he ſhould be lain by his next Fellow, 
who ſhould receive double Pay; audwhoever ſhould fight 
manfully, ſhould be well rewarded. About nine in the 
Morning both Armies drew near, ſixty thouſand for 
King Henry, and for King Edward ſcarce forty thou- 
ſand, only the Preſence and Courage of King Edward 
made an Equality. The Lord Falconbridge, to whom 
was committed the Van of King Edward's Army; 
charged his Archers, as ſoon as they had ſhot their firſt 
Flight, to fall three Steps back, and make a Stand, 
by which they might avoid the Enemies Arrows; which 
Stratagem ſucceeded according to Expectation; for the 
Northern Men with a ſudden Fury anſwered the Onſet; 
and having emptied their Quivers, haſtened to hand 


Blows ; but the Arrows they had diſcharged, by Reaſorr 


of the Fog, having not reached their Adverſaries, tur- 
ned to their Annoyance ; for the Splinters of them 
ſticking .in the Ground, pierced and galled their Feet, 
and put them to a confuſed Stop. In this Trouble 
the Southern Men ſhot another Flight, and the Wind at 


the ſame Time blowing a Shower of Snow and Hail | 


in their Faces, the Vanguard of King 2 led by the 
Earl of Northumberland and Andreu Trollop, gave 
Vo. I, LI back, 
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back. Vet did not the main Battle ſtir with this Mo. 


ion; but as if the Enemy had gained no Advantage, 


King Ed- 


continued with the firſt Conſtancy. _ 
Victory bung in Suſpence for ten Hours together, but 


ward's For-at length, after a piteous Slaughter of a great many 


- ces prevail, 


eminent Men, as the Earls of Northumberland and 
Weſtmoreland, the Lords Beaumont, D' Acres, Gray, 
Scales, Well, and many other great Commanders, the 
Northern Men began to fly. The Dukes of Somerſet 
and Exeter, ſeeing all Things deſperate, the greateſt 
Part of the Army lain, the reſt broken and flying, 
poſted to ork, to carry the fatal News of this Over- 


throw ta King Henry, whoſe Virtue yet had a Patience 


greater than his Ruin. In no Battle ſince the Norman 
Conquelt was ever poured forth ſa much Eagliſb Blood; 
ſo that the Fields were not only drench'd with Blood, 
but the Rivers ran red for a great Diſtance: For in this 
and the two preceding ne, were lain thirty ſix thouſand 
ſeven hundred ſeventy fix Perſons, all of one Nation, 
many.near in Alliance, ſome in Blood fatally divided 


by Faction, yet all animated by the ſame Zeal, to main- 


tain their Prince's Right; which being ſo, ditficult to re- 
ſolve, doubtleſs made the Quarrel on either Side, 
how ruingus ſoever to their Families, not unſafe to 
their Conſciences. 


King Hewy King Henry, ſeeing bi Affairs deſperate in England, 


flies into 
Scotland . 


fled with his Queen, young Son, and the Remains ot 
his Army to Berwick, and leaving the Duke of Samer. 
ſet in that Place, went into Scotland, where he was 
re received, and a Penſion allowed him by the 

ing of Scots; who affianced the Princeſs Margaret 
his Sifter to Prince Edward 7 Heury's Son, and he 
in Requital delivered up the Town of Berwick to 
Fames King of Scotland. King Edward after the Vic- 
tory rode to Jr, from whence 8 Heury was fled, 
where he was received with great Marks at Eſteem, 
and firſt he cauſed the Heads of his Father, the Earl of 
Salisbary, and other of his Friends to be taken down, 
and then the Earl of Devozxfhire and others to be be- 
beaded, and their Heads ſet in the ſame Places. Queen 


Margaret with her Son went to France; to her Father 


to London, 


the Duke of Anjou. | 
In the Interim, King Edward with as glorious Tri- 


umph, and large Joy as a Victory, could beget, which 


brought no leſs to him than abſolute Sovereignty, mureb, 
33 i | c 
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Ho- ed towards London, by the Inhabitants whereof he 1 H. N. 
age, was received with great Splendor and Magnificeyce, VS 
and on the 29* Day of June was with great Solemgi- 
but ty crowned at Weſtminſter : And that no Circumſtance 
any W of Sovereignty might be wanting, a Parliament was 
and immediately called to meet in November; by which his 
2 Title to the Crown might be confirmed, King Hen 
the and his Son difinherited; his Friends rewarded, and his 
erſet Enemies puniſhed. Which being effected, he conferred 
atelt his Favours on thoſe Perſons that Blood or Servic 
ing, had rendred dear to him; created his Brother George 
ver- Duke of Clarence, and Richard Duke of GEloceſter, the 
ence Lord Nevill Viſcount — Henry Bourchier 
man Earl of Eſſex, and the Lord Falconbridge Earl of Kent; 
bod; making others Barons and Knights. And ſeveral Pu- 
ood, MW nimments concluded the Sefſion, the Earl of Oæ- 
n this ford,” his Son, Sir Jobn Tiddenham, William Tyrrel, 
and Walter Montgomery, Eſquires, being, without any 
tion, Trial, condemn'd of Treaſon, and beheaded, 
vided Affairs thus happily ſettled at Home, to check the 1462. 
Nall» Inſults of Foreign Net hbours, the new created Earls King -_ 
ore Wl of Eſex and Kent, and Lord Audley, were ſent with itycmens 
Side, WM ten thoufand Soldiers to ſcour the narrow Seas; Who by Sea, 
fe to WM 4r{t landing in Bretagne, took the Town of Conguet 
and after invaded the Ifle of Ree, and havin pillaged 
land it returned Home. By this Enterpriſe, tho? of no gte: 
ns of Conſequence in it ſelf, King Edward made the 2 
mer. to underſtand, how dangerous it was to provoke the 
.: Engliſh, governed by an active Prince, who might per- 
y the baps hereafter appear in Perſon, for the e 
rgartt WM thoſe Provinces in France, which nothing but our Diſ- 
nd he ſentions could have loſt ; and likewiſe terrify'd all Fo- 
to reign States from adhering to King Heury. Soon after 
Vic wis, the Duke of gamer and Sir 5 3 rey for- 
s fled, ſook King Henry, and ſubmitted to King Edward ; 
eem; W whoſe Submiffion being to him as welcome as a Vig- 
arl of WI tory, they were preſently reſtored to the full Poſſeſſion 
own, of their Honours and Eltates, and the ſame Grace pro- 
ve be- ¶ miſed to any that ſhould return to their Allegiance. 146% 
Queen The indefatigable Queen did not loſe any Thing of — . 
Father WW her Spirit and Endeavour, by her late Diſcomfitare anddenpts for 
Revolt of her chief Adherents, but tried all Na- King Hen 
s Tri- WF tions to gain Succours towards the Reſtitution of — 75 Aro 
which Husband; at length having obtained five hundred wy 
Frenchmen, ſhe paſſed 2 with them into 2 
I 2 an 
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1463. and from thence was failing into Exgland; but meet 
ing with a violent Storm, was obliged in a ſmall Veſ- 


ſel to put into Berwick ; her Freach Forces were dri- 
ven into Holy, land, where many were flain by King 
Edward's Forces, and four hundred put to their Ran- 
ſoms. Yet this did not daunt the * Courage, 
whole chief Hopes were founded on the Scots; ſo leay- 
ing her Son Edward in Berwick, ſhe with the King her 
Husband, and a Scotch Armp. centred Northumberland, 
and having won Bambary y(Zaitle, marched into the 
Biſhoprick of Durham, their Forces daily encreafing, 
Upon this the Duke of Somerſet, Sir Ralph Piercy, and 
others, revolted from King Edward to King Henry. 
Theſe new Commotions coming to King Edward's 
Ears, he made Preparations both by Land and Sea, 
and ſent the new Viſcount Montague, who having ga- 
thered ſome Forces in the Biſhoprick of Dzrham, aud 
received others from King Edward, then at York, 
marched directly againſt King Heury. By the Way 
the Lords Roſs and Hungerford, and Sir Ralph Prercy, 
met him to hinder his March; but perceiving the good 
Order and Courage of, Montagues Army, they all 
fled but the valiant Piercy, who diſdaining to ſecure 
his Life with the Loſs of his Honour, fought it out 
with his Regiment, till he and his were all cut to Pieces, 
he himſelf crying out when dying, I have ſaved the 
Bird in my Boſom, meaning his Oath to King Hes 
ry. Montague encouraged with this Succeſs, marched 
to attack King Henry's Army near Hexham, and fal- 
ling vpon it ſuddenly in the Night totally defeated it, 
taking the Duke of Somerſet, Lords Hungerford, Koſi, 
Moulins, and others Priſoners. Somerſet loſt his Head 
in the Place; the reſt were ſent to Newcaſtle to be 
executed ; but King Henry, in Diſguiſe, and the Queen 
eſcaped into Lancaſhire, where he was taken as he fat 
at Dinner in Maddington Hall, by Sir Edward Talbot“ 
Son, who forgetting all due Reſpect to ſo great 4 
Prince, carried him up to London like a common Male- 
factor, with his Legs tied under the Horſe's Belly. He 
was met by the Way by the Earl of Warwzick, whoar 
reſted him, and taking off his gilt Spurs, carried him 
Priſoner to the Tower, together with Doctor Mar 
ning, Dean bf Windſor, Doctor Bedle, and Mr. 4: 
learon, a 8 all of ſo divine a Calling, 
as ſhew'd no Misfortune could ſeparate him ou hls 
* . let), 
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Piety, nor them from their Duty. Queen Margaret 4 Ed. w. 
| WS 


eſcaped into France to her Father. ; 

he forementioned Advantages over his Enemies 
gave King Edward an Opportunity of ſettling the Af- 
fairs of the Publick, which had been put into Confu- 
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ſion by the late Diſorders. He corrected ſevetal Irre: King EA. 


gularities in the Courts of Judicature, and the Manage- 
ment of the Publick Revenues. 
ingratiate himſelf with the Nobility and Commonalty 
by Affability and Courteſy ;- to unite thoſe who had 
ſerved him more firmly to him by Liberality ; andto bring 
over thoſe who were {till his Enemies by promiſing 
them Pardon. The Laws of the Land he in Part re- 
form'd, and in Part augmented. He ordained Penal 
Statutes againſt Exceſs in Apparel, particularly againſt 
long-piked Shoes, then commonly worn, which grew 
to that Extreme, that the Pikes in the Toes were turn- 
ed upwards, and tied to the Knees with Silver Chains, 
or Silk Laces: But among his good Acts, he did one 
Thing very injurious; for having concluded a League 
with the Kings of Caſtile and Arragon, in Spain, he 
granted them Liberty to tranſport certain Numbers of 
Coteſwold Sheep, which increaſed there ſo numerouſ- 
ly, that it afterwards prov'd a great Prejudice to the 
Eugliſb Merchants in the Sale of their Woolen Cloths 
in the Levant Seas. | | 


wards Regu- 
lations in the 
He endeavoured to Publick. 


The Affairs of the Realm being thus ſettled, King TheEarlof 


Edward began to think of providing himſelf with a 
Queen. Three Marriages were propoſed to him, Mar- 


Warwick ſent 
to treat of a 
Marriage in 


garet, Daughter of the King of Scots ; Iſabel, Siſter France. 


of Henry, King of Caſtile; and Boaa, Siſter to the Queen 
of France, and Daughter to the Duke of Savoy. The 
laſt of theſe Ladies was approved of in Council, -and 
the Earl of Warwick was deputed to go to the French 
Court, to treat about it, where he was very kindly re- 
ceived, and met with a ready Acceptance of what he 
propoſed ; and being diſmiſſed with no ſmall Comple- 
ments, the Earl of Damp-martin was to come' into 
England, for the final Concluſion of it. 


But while Policy acted ſeveral Parts abroad, Love king £4- 


on a ſudden changed the whole Scene at Home. 


For ward falls in 
Love with 


King Edward, after he had been hunting in Wychwood ge Lady 


Foreſt, coming to viſit the Ducheſs of Bedford, was Gr. 


ſolicited by a fair Petitioner, - Elizabeth, the Duchels!s 
Daughter, Widow of Sir John Gray, flain-an King 
L13 Heury's 


$78 The Hiftory of ENGLAND. 
ice. Heary's Patt at the Battle of St. Ahaus. The Kin front 
G& YWenamoured with her Beauty, preſently grew earneſt 10 merl 
ſoliciting her in a more unlawful Suit: But ſhe, tho ted: 
aſſaulted on every Side with the Batteries of Temp- him, 
tation, repulſed her Enemy fo nobly, by telling, bim, I tence 
T hat tho ſhe knew ber ſelf unworthy to be a Queen, yet Kin 
ſhe valued ber Honour and Perſon more than to be-the , 
greateſt Prince's Concubine, that he offered to treat up- Daug 
on honourable Terms. The King finding her adorn. put Al 
ed with a Chaſtity ſtrong enough to reſiſt him, who ry th 
had ſcarce failed to be a Victor in thoſe Attempts, grew clude 
more enamoured with the Beauty of her Mind, and ac- and / 
counted her Virtue Dower enough for the greateſt land 
King. His Mother, and others, preſſed him very hard, Burg 
arguing very ſharply againſt ſo unequal a Match to his 
Majeity, by alledging the Danger of angring ſo potent Edu. 
2 Neighbour as King Lewis, and ſo dangerous a Sub- imme 
ject as Warwick; the Inconvenience of raiſing a Wi- the A 
dow to his Bed, who could bring nothing with her but Join 
her improvided Iſſue, putting him in mind alſo of a neſs « 
Precontract with the Lady Lacy; yet he broke through 
all theſe Difficulties, and married her privately; and MW be att 
not long after, ſhe was crowned een with the uſual Clare 
Solemnities. Her Mother was Faqueline, Daughter cauſe 
of Peter of Luxemburgb, Earl of St. Paul's, and ing n 
Ducheſs to John, Duke of Bedſord, Regent of France, digen 
after whoſe Death, ſhe was married to Sir Richard W Where 
Moodvil, and among others, bote him this celebrated upſtar 


Lady. | Natic 
The Earlof This Match was pleaſing to none, but leſs to the theref 
mand en- Nobility than the Commonalty ; becauſe their own Grau- Poſed 


rec! eur ſeemed to be obſcured by the ſudden Splendor of the MW With 


Queen's Relations; for her Father was created Earl of this t. 
Rivers, and ſoon after made Conſlable of England; her I bet, F 
Brother Anthony was married to the Daughter aud tech tl 
| Heireſs of the Lord Scales, and honoured with the Bef 
. Title; and her Son Thomas Gray, whom ſhe had by Magen 
her former Husband, created Marquiſs of Dorſet. The BW domn 
Earl of Warwick being in France, and having been il. uiſs 
formed of this Match, and ſenſible how great an Af 
front by it was given to his Employment, !eft Fran the O 
with ſuch angry Reſentments, that were plainly per. ; 
ceiveable by the King of France. But being returned 81 
into Exgland, he diſſembled them to the King, and 
ſeemed to approve of the Match: But the preſent A. Abuſe 
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front revived the Remembrance of many he had for- 
merly received ; upon which, he conceived ſuch a Ha- 
tred againſt King Edward, that he reſolved to depoſe 
him, and reinthrone King Henry. And under the Pre- 
tence of Indiſpoſition of Body, he deſired Leave of 
=m Eaward to retire to Warwick, 

h 


therefore the Earl, to engage him to his waging, 
uke, 


of them. Upon 


ried the Earl's Daughter. 
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. 


Before the Departure of the Duke and Earl, the Ma- A Rebellion 


nagement of the ſetting 
committed to the Archbiſhop of Terk and the Mar- 
_ of Mountagne, who were privately to procure 
ome Inſurretion in the North of England, and give 
the Occaſion of the War, while they being beyond Sea, 
might not be thought the Authors of it ; and accord- 
ingly they going down to Tork, ſoon effected it. The 
firſt Occafion of taking up Arms was taiſed from the 
Abuſe of a Charity in St. Leonard's Hoſpital in Tort, 

* | Which 


the Rebellion on Foot was niſod. 


$26 


1409. 


King Ea- 
ward's Pre- 
Parations. 


1ly ſecured the Rear, that the 


give Battle to the whole; but a Difference between him 
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which conſiſted chiefly in Corn, which the factious 


” Perſons pretended to, be converted by the Governors 


to their own Uſe; whereby the Poor were defrauded, 
and the charitable Intention of the Donors perverted, 


The Marquiſs of Montague was Preſident for King Eq- 


ward, who having raiſed a Body of Men, quieted the 
Commotion, and beheaded Nobert Huldern their Lea- 


der; yet were the People ready to aſſemble again upon 


the leaſt Encouragement given them. The Marquiſs, 
by this Appearance of Fidelity to King Edward, paſſed 
unſuſpected at Court, and was in a better Capacity to 
augment his Forces, and ſo be ready to join in any En- 
terpriſe that ſhould be entred upon. 

Againſt their Return the Archbiſhop of York had 


wrought 1o diligently to foment Diſcontents, that the 


Multitude, that were before diſperſed, were again in 
the Field; but commanded by Leaders of far more e- 
minent Name; the Son of the Lord F:iz-hagh, and 
the Son of the Lerd Latimer, both Couſins to the Earl 
of Warwick, and both Gentlemen great in Blood and 
Spirit ; but in Regard of their Youth and want of Expe- 
rience, they ſubmitted themſelves to the Direction of 


Sir John Conyers, an experienced and valiant Com- 


mander. They directed their March towards Londis, 
proclaiming by the Way, That Edward was neither a jujt 
Prince to God, nor a profitable King to the Nation. 
King Edward hearing of theſe Proceedings in the 
North, ſent for the Earl of Pembroke, giving him Com- 
miſſion to raiſe what Helſh Forces he could. The Ear 
taking with him Sir K ichard Herbert his Brother, and 
ſeven thouſand Velſhinen, advanced forwards, and was 
joined by the Lord S:afford with eight hundred Archers: 
nd underſtanding that the Northern Army was neat 
Northampton, he marched againſt them with the Body 
of his Army, giving Orders to Sir Rzchard Herbert, 
with two thouſand elf: Harſe, to charge the Ene- 
my in the Rear: But Sir John Conyers had fo. careful- 
| Web were put to 
Flight. Upon this Sir John Conyers, leſt Pembroke in 
the V a might gain ſome Advantage, diverted from his 
direct Courle to London, and marched to, Harwich, 
where the Earl of J/arwick and Duke of Clarence had 
gotten together a good Army. The Earl of Pembrole 
marches after Sir Jabs Conyers, watching an Opportu- 
nity, either to cut off ſome Part of his Force, or to 
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and the Lord Szafford ruined the eſe For encamp- 9 Ed. Iv. 
ing at Banbury, there happened a Diſpute about an Ins N 
where Pembroke was reſolved to lodge, claiming his 
Preheminence as General, This Diſtaſte grew ſo high, 
that Szafford withdrew himſelf and his Exgliſb Archers, 
leaving the Welſß in Arms and Numbers tar inferior 
to the Enemy. oa At | | 
The Rebels having notice of this Diſcord, attack'd The math 
the Earl of Pembrote's Camp the next Morning. —— 
Fight was obſtinate on both Sides; but the Well took or Banbury 
Sir Heury Nevill, and moſt cruelly flew him in cool Fell. 
Blood; which Action excited a Spitit of Revenge, that 
the next Day they gave the Earl a general Battle, and 
the Fight was long and cruel; neither had the Victory 
fallen ſo abſolutely to the Northern Men, but that one 
Juba Clopton, a Retainer to the Earl of Warwick, ap- 
pearing upon the 232 a neighbouring Hill with five 
hundred Men under Harwick's Standard, and the Nor- 
thern Men at their Approach crying out, A Warwick, 
a Warwick; the Welſh, thinking that all the Earl of 
IVarwick's Forces were there, and that it would be but 
fooliſh Deſperation to fight longer againſt an Enemy 
that was freſh and ſo ſuperior in Force, fled. 

Five hundred of the Welſb were lain either in the great Seve- 
Battle or Flight, and among the Priſoners were the Earl rites. 
of Pembroke and Sir Richard Herbert his Brother, who 
were beheaded at Banbury. The Earl, who was to ſuf⸗ 
fer firſt, petitioned Sir 2 Conyers, and others, who 
were his Judges, for his Brother's Life, upon the Ac- 
count of his Youth and Bravery : But the Death of 
Henry Nevill fo exaſperated them, that it occaſioned 
not only the Execution of thoſe two, but many others 
alſo. Upon this Succeſs, ſome Companies of them 
retired into Northamptonſhire, where being joined with 
ſome of the moſt deſperate Inhabitants, under the Con- 
duct of one Robert Riddiſdale, they went to Grafton, 

a Seat belonging to the Earl of Rivers, King Edward's 
Father in Law, which they plundred, carrying the Earl, 
and his Son Sir John Woodwill, to Northampton, where 
they beheaded them. | Kee? $4 
After this Victory Sir John Conyers retired with his Sir John 


Party to Warwick, where the Earl of Warwick was ar- Gg e 
rived with a conſiderable Army; and being informed, it. 

that King Edward was marching towards him, he gave 
notice of it to the Duke of Clarence, who immediate- 
ly joined him with a conſiderable Force. The two 


Armies 


= = - — 
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Armies being come ſo near to one another, that they 
could hardly part without coming to Blows, ſome Per- 


ſons p ed an Accommadation, by way of Treaty; 
both the King and Earl ſeemed inclined to it; and the 
Negotiation of it made King Edtvard ſo remiſs, that 
he betook himſelf in his Camp to the Pleaſures of 2 
Court; which the Earl being informed of, and alſo the 
Negligence of the — uards, ſet upon them by 
Night, and took the King Priſoner without any Re. 
ſiſtance, and immediately ſent him away to Midale. 
gam Caſtle in Torkfhrre, there to be kept by his Brother 
the Archbiſhop of Vor: But the Biſhop giving him not 
only Liberty of the Caſtle, but Freedom to hunt with 
a very ſmall Guard, he was reſcued by his faithful 
Friends Sir Wilkam Stanley and Sir Thomas Burg. The 
Earl of Warwick hearing of his Eſcape, was in great 
Perplexity, but at laſt gave it out, That he himſelf had 
fo ordered it, having Power to make and unmake King: 
at his Pleaſure. | 

The King being at Liberty went to York, and from 
thence to Lancaſter, where the Lord Chamberlain Haſt- 
ings had gathered ſome Forces; with theſe he marched 
directly to London, where all his Studies were to be re- 
venged of thoſe diſloyal Lords, his Brother the Duke 
of Clarence and the Earl of Warwrck; and they on the 
other Side were buſily imployed in increafing their Par- 
ty and Intereſt againſt the King. In the mean Time 
the Solicitations of thoſe Perſons that had before la- 
boured for Peace, continued, and at laſt brought both 
Parties to agree to an Interview in Weſtminſter Hall. 
Oaths were exchanged on both Sides : But no 
ſooner was the Earl of Warwick, accompanied with the 
Duke of Clarence, centred the Hall, and bid to expreſs 
his Deſires, but he fell into a bold Expoſtulation of In- 
juries, charging the King with Ingratitude, as the King 
did them Wirf Difloyalty ; fo that inſtead of their 
Reſentments being appeaſed, they were much more ex- 
aſpetated ; upon which the 15 fe full of Indignation, 


departed the Hall, and took his Journey to Canterbut), 


The tent 
Battle at 
Stam ord, 
called L. 

ceat Fic 


and the Duke and Earl to Warwick. 

The Earl of Harwick railing new Commotions in 
Lincolnſhire, had got together an Army of thirty thou- 
find Men, commanded by Sir Robert Hells, who ve- 
ry much difturbed the Country, and proclaimed King 


enry whetever he came; and at laft encamping neat 
| Stamfor 4, 
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Stamford, reſolved to wait for his Oppoſers. 
mean Time King Edward ſent for Richard Lord Wells 
his Father, that having Poſſefſion of him, he might draw 
off his Son from the Earl of Warwick. The Lord Wells, 
with his Brother in Law, Sir Thomas Dimmock, were 
coming to Court to King Edward; but having by the 
Way tecret Notice how unſafe his Approach would be, 
he ſecured himſelf in a Sanctuary. But the King re- 
ſolving to get him upon any Terms, granted a general 
Pardon, and received him upon Promiſe of all fair 
Uſage, and commanded him to write to his Son to 
deſiſt; and then marching towards Stamford, he took 
the Lord Wells along with him : But his Letters not 
effecting what he deſired, but Sir Robert ſtill proceeding, 
King Edward was ſo enraged, that he beheaded the 
Lord Wells and Sir Thomas Dimmock, tho? he had pro- 
miſed them their Lives and Safety. 

The Report of this Execution clouded the Reputa- 
tion of King Edward, it being an AQtion both barba- 
tous and unfaithful ; but in Sir Robert Melli it begot 
nothing but Fury and Revenge: And indeed Rage ſo 
blinded his Judgment, that contrary to all Perſuaſion, 
not ſtaying for the coming of the Earl of Warwick, 
who was every Day expected; he drew out his Forces 
and charged the King's Army, who received him with 
equal Courage ; and having enclofed him, took him 
and ſixty ſeven more Priſoners. There were ten 
thouſand flain of the Earl of Warwick's Party, 
and but thirteen hundred of the King's; and they 
who eſcaped, to make their Flight the ſwifter, caſt a- 
way their Coats; upoh which Account it was after- 
wards called the Battle of Looſe-Coas Field, The Pri- 
ſoners were immediately executed, except Sir Robert 
Wells, who in his ſhort Delay of Death, had the longer 
Liberty to expreſs his Hatred againſt the King and his 
perfidious Cruelty. 


321 
In the 10 Ed. Iv. 


This Overthrow drove Clarence and Warwick to the The Earl of 


laſt Extremity : However, the great Spirit of the lat- 
ter, diſdaining any Thing that reſembled Flight, he re- 
tired very leifhrely to Exeter, from thence to Dari- 
mouth: There, with many Ladies and a large Retinue, 
he took Ship, and ſailed directly to Calais, where he 
was Governor; where caſting Anchor before the Town, 
and giving notice that they were ready to land, the 
Lord Vauclere, a Gaſeoign, whom Warwick had _—_ 

- his 


Warwick flie: 
to Calats. 
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his Deputy, to their great Surpriſe, diſcharged ſome Ca- 
non againſt them, and denied them Entrance. For 
Which Service King Edward made Fauclere Governor 
of Calais, and the Dake of Bxrgandy promiſed him 2 
Penſion of a thouſand Crowns per Annum. But tho 
Vauclere ſeemed ſo hearty to King Edward's Intereſt, 
yet he ſent the Earl of Warwick Word how hazardous 
his entring there would be, adviſing him to go to the 
French King, promiſing him to give him a good Ac- 
count of Calais when Time ſhould ſerve. 

By this Counſel the Earl of Warwick ſteered his 


= che Courſe to Dieppe in Normandy, taking in his Patlage 


rench King. 


ſeveral Ships, and a conſiderable Treaſure, belonging to 
the Duke of Burgundy. From thence he paſs'd to An- 
boiſe, where King Lewis was, who received him with 
great Reſpect, turniſh'd him with Neceſſaries, promiſed 
him Aſſiſtance, and fitted him out a Fleet with Mari- 
ners and Soldiers. Queen Margaret allo, with the 
Earls of Pembroke and Oxford, (the laſt having eſcaped 
out of Priſon in Exgland,) came to meet him. And 
King Lewis, to ſtrengthen the Amity between them, 
procur'd a Match between Prince Edward, King Henry; 
Son, and the Earl of Harwick's Daughter Aune. Up- 
on this Marriage the Earl of H/arwick and Duke of Cl. 
rence took a tolemn Oath never to give over the War, 


till King Heury or Prince Edward ſhould recover his 


The Earl of 


Harwi 


r over an ingenious Gentle woman to 


mouth, 


Kingdom; and Queen Margaret engaged her ſelf to make 
them two Regents till her Son came of Age. 
King Edward hearing of this Confederacy againſt him, 
France, who 
under the Pretence of viſiting the Ducheſs of Clarence, 
perſuaded her to be urgent upon her Husband to quit 
the Earl of Harwick's Intereſt : She managed her Part ſo 


well, that the Duke promiſed to do it immediately after 


his Return to England, King Edward +2, ſecured 
this Diviſion between the Earl and Duke of Clarence his 


Brother, and relying upon Burgundy abroad, and his 
Friends who flatter'd him at home, gave himſelf up to 


Hunting and Hawking by Day, and to Dancings and 2 
morous Addreſſes to fair Ladies at Night. In the mean 
Time, all Things being in Readineſs for an Invaſion, 
as Ships, Men and Money, furniſh'd by the French 
King, under the Command of the Admiral of France, 
they ſet Sail and landed at Dartmouth, where the Earl 
of Warwick proclaim'd King Heury, ane al] 
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Perſons, from ſixteen to ſixty, under ſevere Penalties, to 10 E. Iv. 


take Arms againſt Edward Duke of York, as an Uſur- 
pet; upon which he took his March towards London, 
his Numbers continually encreaſing. King Edward 
ſeemed but little to regard it; but thinking he had Mar- 
wick in a Snare, wrote to the Duke of Bargundy to ſe- 
cure the Seas againſt his Retreat; healſo ſummoned the 
Lords of Ezg/and to attend him in his Wars. But very 
few of them repairing to him, he ſoon became ſenſible 
of his Danger ; upon which he with a few Lords of his 
Party retir'd from London to Nottingham, is 


In the mean Time the Earl of Pembroke in Yales, & Revolt 
and the Baſtard of Falconbridge in the Het, proclaimed — 


King Henry; and at the fame Time Dr. Gooddiard, Chap- 
lain to the Earl, at St. Paul's Croſs in his Sermon de- 
clared King Edward an Uſurper, commended the good 
Intentions of the Earl in reſtoring their impriſoned So- 
vereign King Henry to the Scepter, and the Kingdom 
to Liberty; and the like did molt of the Clergy in Eng- 
land; likewiſe the late reconciled Archbiſhop of York, 
and Marquiſs of Montague, who had ſo often ſworn 
never to forſake the Title of King Edward, took the 
firſt Opportunity of declaring againſt him, and crying 
out, Long live King Henry, The Marquiſs of Monta- 
ve having raiſed in King Edward's Name fix thouſand 
en, and drawn them down near to Nozt:zgham, ſud- 
denly marched back his Forces, alledging, hat Edward 
was ungrateful and regardleſs of his Friends, of whom him- 
ſelf was an Example, who having ſerved him in many 
bloody Battles, was only rewarded with the bare Title of a 
Marquiss, without any Eſtate to ſupport it; aud therefore 
bad juſt Cauſe never more to draw his Sword in his Quar- 
rel, and thoſe who did would receive no better Reward 
than bimſelf. Theſe and the like Complaints being di- 
vulged among the common People, it caufed a mighty 
Alteration in their Inclinations and Affections: In every 
Street were Bonfires, ringing of Bells, and crying out 
King Henry, King Edward finding no Place of Safety, 
went. immediately to Lynne, where finding two Holland 
and one Exgliſb Ships, he imbarked with about ſeven 


bundred Men, without either Baggage or Money. In 
his Paſſage he was encountred with eight Eaſterling 
Ships, and with great Difficulty got to Alchemar in Hol- 
land, belonging to the Duke of Burgundy; but not ha- 
ving Money to pay his Paſſage, he gave the Captain | 
SY ric 
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1470. rich Veſtment furr'd with Martins, promiſing to ſatisfy 
- him better afterwards. | my Trl 
In theſe Times of Trouble Elizabeth, King Edward's 
Queen, took Sanctuary in a Monaſtery, where ſhe was 
deliver'd of a Son named Edward, who was afterwards 
Edward V. likewiſe many of King Edward's Friends 
betook themſelves to ſeveral SanQuaries. Things be- 
ing in this Poſture, the Kentiſb Men finding that one 
King was fled, and the other in Prifon, came to Loy- 
don, and pillaged the Suburbs, and intended to have 
enter'd the City; but the Earl of Warwick prevented 
them, puniſhing the Ringleaders of the Inſurrection, 
which gain'd him much Reputation with the People. 
This Tumult being quell'd, the Earl, attended with ſome 
other of the Nobility, went to the Tower of Londun, 
and brought out King Heury, who had been kept Pri- 
ſoner there for ſeven Years ; and he being conducted 
thro* the City in a blue Velvet Gown, to the Biſhop's 
Palace, went in Proceſſion crown'd to St. Paul's, the 
Earl of Warwick bearing his Train, and the Earl of 0x- 
ford his Sword, the People crying out, God ſave King 


Warwick 
comes to 
London. 


Henry. | 
— 1 a Parliament was call'd in the Name 
and Edessa of K ing Henry, in which Edward was declared a Trai- 
deckr'da tor and Uſurper, his Eſtate confiſcated, all Starutes 
— made in his Name and by his Authority annulPd, the 
Crowns of Exglend and France confirmed upon King 
Henry and his Male Heirs, and for Want of ſuch, 
to the Duke of Clarence and his Heirs Male. Thoſe 
that ſided with King Henry were reſtored to their Pri- 
vileges, and thoſe who ſided with King Edward were 
deprived of their Honours and Eſtates, and ſeveral No- 
blemen were executed. And the Regency of the King- 
dom was committed to the Earl of Warwick and Duke 

of Clarence. 

Hemp s pro- It hapned not Jong after, that the Earl of Pembroke 
=__ on. going to view his Lands in Pembrokeſhire, found there 
cerning King the Lord Henry, Son to Margaret, the only Daughter 
Hewy VII. and Heir to John Beaufort the firſt Duke of Somerſet, not 
then full ten Years of Age, who had been kept in ſome 
Meaſure like a Priſoner, but honourably educated by the 
Lady Herbert, The Earl brought this young Lord to 
London, and preſented him before King Henry, who at- 
ter he had ſeriouſly fixed his Eyes upon him, ſaid in 4 
very ſolemn Manner to the Lords about him, Lo, bit 
. | ii 
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is the Perſon to whom, after all our violent Struggles, 10 Ed. Iv. 
both we and our Adverſaries muſt at laſs ſubmit. hich CG WW 


afterwards hapning as he had predicted, confirmed the 

Opinion that People had of his uncommon Sanctity; 

ſince by the Spirit of Prophecy he could foreſee the Suc- 

ceſſion of King Heury VII. when at that Time many 

of the Houſes both of Lancaſter and ork were alive to 

precede him. OTIS: | 
While Things went on thus in England on King. 1477. 

Henry's Side, King Edward was uſing all poſſible Means z, En- 

to recover his Kingdom, and his chief Dependance was deavours for 

upon the Duke of wy rc But he, tho? he had been b Reſtora- 

very hearty for King Edward's Intereſts before, ſecing 

all Things make againſt him, was very — 

cautious to aſſiſt him publickly. Upon this, King E4- 

ward impatient of Delays, hired fourteen Ships of the 

Eaſterlings, to which four more were added, fitted out 

by the Duke of Bae who alſo privately furniſhed 

him with fifty thouſand Florins, but at the ſame Time, 

under Colour, by a Proclamation forbad all Men to 

aſſiſt King Edward, that he might free himſelf from 

Suſpicion to England; and whatever the Succeſs ſhould 

be, he would ſeem a Friend to both Sides. n 
King Edward having gotten about two thouſand Men, 24 

beſides Sailors, embarked for England, intending to land ws lands 

in Norfolk; but finding the Coaſts ſtrongly guarded, in Terlihire. 

he failed more Northerly, entred Humber, and landed 

at Ravenſpur in Yorkſhire; where laying alide all Claim 

to the Crown, he declared upon Oath he came only 

to recover his Inheritance the Dutchy of Vi; and wear- 

ing an Eſtrich Feather, his Son Prince Edward's Live- 

ry, proclaimed King Henry in every Place where he 

came; ſhewing the People that flock'd to his Army the 

Letters and Seal of the Earl of Northamberland, which 

he affirmed and made them believe, were ſent for his 

ſafe Conduct. In this Manner he proceeded to the 

City of Tork, which refuſed to receive him before he 

had ſworn that he would treat the Citizens according 

to ſuch Articles as were agreed on, and to be faithful 

to all King Heury's Commands: To both which he 

took a ſolemn Oath, but immediately broke them both ; 

firſt by ſeizing the City into his own Hands, and then 

by re- aſſuming bis former Title ro the Crown. 
King Edward leaving a Gariſon in.Tork, marched to- 

wards London, altho'“ the Marquiſs of Montague Jay 

then 
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provoke Maric to fight upon unequal 
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then at Poxtefrad, with a far ſuperior Power, to hinder 


his Journey. Nigh which, when King Edward came 
expecting Battle, Montague let him pals quietly, not 
permitting any Ac of Holtility to be ſhewed, or Advan- 


tage taken. When he arrived at Nottingham, many of 


the Nobility came to him with Forces, where he was 
proclaimed. King: From thence, he went to Leiceſter, 
to meet the Earl of Warwick, who lay near the City of 
that Name, in Order to give him Battle. The Earl 


bearing this, ſeat for the Duke of Clarence to join him, 
and marched. aw¾ay to r. Eduard coming to 
B 


Warwick, and finding the Earl gone to Coventry, fol- 


lowed him. The Earl intrenched himſelf to Wait for 


the Arxiyval of the Duke of Clarence, who he under ſtood 
was not far off. The King perceiving nothing would 
1 erms, march- 
ed againſt Clarence, and as ſoon as he drew near, both 
Armies made a Shew of preparing for the Encounter. 
But being come in Sight of each other, the Duke of 
Gloceſter, Rout ſo much as demanding the uſual ſafe 
Conduct, ran into Clarexce's. Camp, and ſeemed to 
treat of what they had long betore, concluded on, 


The Duke Clarence carried over to the King the Army raiſed 
of Clarence by the Earl of Warwick, and the tWo Brothers joyful- 
to King Ed- ly.embraced each other; and Edward was proclaimed 


ward.” 


The Duke 


of Clarence 


ſends Meſ- 


ſengers to 


Kin *2,4-p IT =7T F 1 

5 "The Duke of Clarence having thus diſappointed the 
Earl of Warwzck, that he might not appear to forget 
the Office of a Son in Law, and a Friend, he, jointly 


the Earl of with the King, ſent to intreat the Earl to come to an Ac- 


Warwick. 


commodation, upon ſuch Conditions as he himſelf ſhould 
require; depending upon it, that he would be ſo ratio- 
nal in his Demands, as not to require what was unfit 
for a Subject to ask, and a King to grant. But Mar- 
wick had a Spirit too ſtubborn to ſtoop to any Condi- 
tions that were not of his own propoiing, much leſs 
from one who had betrayed him; and therefore return- 
ed this Anſwer. Go tell your Maſter, I had rather be 
an Earl and like my ſelf, than a falſe and perjured Duke ; 
and before I will falſify my Oath like him, I will lay 
down my Life at my Enemies Feet; which I doubt not 
but will be dearly N This reſolute Anſwer 
cauſed Edward to be very wary, and therefore he te- 


ſolved in the firſt Place, to gain the City of Lon. 


don, and ſecure King Heury; upon which he matches 
4 3 | ] 


his Arm 
ed by | 
Duke C 
Heary, 
ing left 
from W 
Liberty 
King 
marchec 
was CO 
tion We 
Party. 
tween t 
Comm 
King H 
him wil 
ward El 
Was CO! 
Body b 
On the 
in Orde 
Wing t 
tague, t 
to the 
whole 
_ in 
olvin 
or Via, 
his grea! 
reſpe&ti, 
t wa 
Armies 
the Vie 
Earl of 
Diſorde 
throw. 


inder 
came 
not 


The Reign of King EDwanD VI. 


529 


his Army vp to London, where he was readily receiv- 11 Ed. Iv. 


ed by the Citizens, Upon Edward's Approach the N 


Duke of Somerſet, and thoſe that attended on King 
Heary, left him, and fled to ſecure themſelves ; fo be- 
ing left in a manner alone, he was ſent to the Tower, 
from whence, fix Months before, he had been ſet at 
Liberty by the Earl of WYarwick. | 


King Edward having ſettled his Affairs in London, King Ec- 


marched his Army to meet the Earl of Warwick, who 
was come to St. Albans, in Hopes that his Reputa- 


ward mar- 
ches againſt 
the Earl of 


tion would draw over many of the Londoners to his Warzid- 


Party. But Edward, to prevent this, encamped be- 
tween that Town and the City, that he might have no 
Communication with it; and that the Preſence of 
King Fleury might occaſion no Difturbance, he took 
him with him, and kept him in his Camp. King Eq- 


ward encamped upon a Plain near Barnet. The Van 


was commanded by the Duke of Gloceſter, the main 
Body by himſelf, and the Rear by the Lord Haſtings. 
On the other Side, the Earl of Warw:ick ſet his Forces 
in Order with great Reſolution, committing the right 
Wing to the Earl of Oxford and Marquiſs of Mon- 
tague, the Left to the Duke of Exeter, and the Main 
to the Duke of Somerſet : And 8 ſürveyed the 
whole Army, and lik'd their Order, he gave Direc- 
tions in every Quarter. He ſent away the Horſes, re- 
ſolving to fight on Foot, thinking of nothing but Death 
or Victory. Then having affectionately embraced all 
his great Commanders, every Man betook him to his 


reſpective Charge. 


t was Eaſter Sunday in the Morning when the two rue ele- 
Armies approached each other for Battle. Six Hours venth Battle 
the Victory was doubtful, tho' it often inclined to the at B. 


Earl of Warwick's Side; till at laſt Error alone brought 
Diſorder to Warwick's Army, and that a final Over- 
throw. For the Earl of Oxford giving his Men a Star 
with Streams for his Badge, begor in the Army a Mi- 
ſtake, that they were Part of the Enemy, whoſe Badge 
was the Sun, which Error was cauſed by the Miſtineſs 
of the Morning; wheretore being in the right Wing, 
and preſſing forward, they were thought to be King 
Edward's Men flying, which cauſed their own main 
y to attack them fiercely in the Back ; whereupon 
Vzford ſuſpecting Treaſon in Warwick, fled away with 
eight hundred Men ; and King Edward with freſh 
Fol. L M m Troops 
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Troops in Reſerve, perceiving ſome Diſorder in the 


LY W Enemy, violently aſſaulted them, and ſoon forced them 


Queen Mar- 
garet lands at 
MWeymout h. 


to give back. Warwick uſed all Methods both gf 
Language and Example, to encourage them to fight: 
but when he ſaw nothing did prevail, he ruſhed furiouſ. 
ly into the thickeſt of his Enemies, hoping that either 
his Men would bravely follow, or otherwiſe by Death 
to prevent the Miſery of ſeeing himſelf defeated. Mon. 
tague ſeeing to what Danger his Brother was reduced, 
run violently in to his Reſcue, and both preſently op- 
preſs'd with Numbers fell, and with them the Spirit 
of the Army, which thereupon immediately fled ; 
and King Edward obtained a compleat Victory ha- 
ving ſlain ten thouſand of his Adverſaries, with the 
Lots of fifteen hundred of his own Men. The 
Duke of Somerſet and Earl of Oxford fled towards 
Scotland, but turned aſide to Y/ales. The Duke of 
Exeter, who was left half ſlain among the dead Bodies 
eſcaped, and took Sanctuary at Weſtminſter. The By 
dies of the Earl of Warw:ick and Marquiſs of Mor 
tague were brought to London, and cxipoſed barctac'{ 
three Days in St. Paul's Church, that no Pretence of 
their being alive might ſtir up any Rebellion afterwards, 
This was the End of the mighty Earl of Harw:ck, the 
greateſt · and buſieſt Subject, in thoſe Days, in England 
whole Ambition was to make and unmake Kings. 
Queen Margaret, who had been ſome Time prepar- 
ing for England, and had been dctained by contrary 
inds, landed at Meymouth, having in her Retinue 
ſome few Feuch Forces, where ſhe was ſoon enter- 
tained with the melancholy News of the Defeat of the 
Earl of Warwick ; at the hearing of which ſhe fell in- 
to a Swoon, and deſpairing of any future Succels, ſhe 
regiſtred her ſelf, Prince Edward her Son, and Fol 
lowers, in the Abby of Ceerae, betaking her ſelf to the 
common Refuge of Sanctuary. Here the Chief of her 
Party reſorted to her, as the Duke of Somerſet, and ſe- 
veral other Perſons of Note, who encouraged tht 
e {till to purſue her former Deſigns, offering thelt 
ſſiſtance to eſtabliſh her Son Edward in the Throne, 


tho? it were with the Loſs of their Lives; deſiring het 


only to undertake the Authority of the War, and the 
would ſuſtain the Charge and Burden of it; telling h& 
they did not doubt but to abate the Pride of the L- 
ſurper, who thinking himſelf ſecure, began to relapk 
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into his former Negligence. The Queen being perſuad- 11 Ed. iv. 
ed by theſe Aſſutances, eonſented, but thought it beſt LY 


to ſend Prince Edward back to France, as well for his 
Security, as that from thence he might ſupply them with 
new Forces. But the Lords alledged, that Prince E4- 
ward being the ſole Hopes of the Lancaſtriant, his Pre- 
ſence was abſolutely neceſſary in the Field, both for 
the Encouragement of his own Soldiers, and the bring- 
ing over many to his Side. The Queen yielding to 
this Reſolution, leaves the SanQuary, and puts her ſelf 
in Arms ; and the very Name of Prince Edward drew 
many to the War. She ſtraightway led her Forces to 
Bath, where the Duke of Somerſet and Earl of Devon- 
ſpire were in great Reputation, and by whoſe Autho- 
rity new Forces came daily into the Prince's Service. 


King Edward hearing that Queen Margaret was land- King EA. 


ed, and that great Numbers daily came to her Aſſi- 


York to the Tower, gathered his Army together, and 
made P tions with that Expedition, that he march- 
ed his Army down to Marlborough, within fifteen 
Miles of Bath, before the Earl of Pembroke, 'who had . 
raiſed a conſiderable Force in Wales, could join the 
Queen's Army; and ſo getting between the Queen's 
Army and Wales, hindred all Succours that eould 
come from thence. This ſudden and near Approach of 
the King very much perplexed 2 wherefore 
ſhe retired to Briſtol, and ſent to the Governor of Glo- 
ceſter Caſtle to deſire Paſſage over the Severs there; but 
it being denied, ſhe was obliged to march up to Tei- 
bury, and endeavour to paſs the River there, but be- 
fore ſhe could reach Tewksbxry, the King and his Horſe 
were in Sight. 


The two Armies being come ſo near to each other, The Queen's 


5 5 . 2 2 Preparation 
tho* the Queen's Army was much inferior in Number ap 


to King Edward's, it was reſolved to fight it out. The qe. 
Duke of Somerſet therefore pitched his Field in a Park 
3 to the Town, and intrenched his Camp 
round fo high, and ſo ſtrong, that the Enemy could 
on no Side force it ; and when he ſaw an inevitable 
Neceſſity to fight, marſhaled his Army for Action. He 
himſelf commanded the firſt Battle, the Prince, under 
the Direction of the Lords Prior and Wenlock, the 


Main, and the Earl of Devonſhire the Rear. Before the 
| M m 2 Battle 


| ches againſt 
ſtance out of Cornwall, Devonſhire, and the Weſtern the Queen's 


Parts, committed King Henry and the Archbiſhop of Forces. 


$32 


1471. 


De Hiſtory of ENGLAND. 


Battle began, the Queen rode about the Army, and the 
Prince with her to encourage them to fight; and tho” 
ihe was under great Apprehenſions of the Conſequences, 
yet ſhe concealed her Deſpair ſo much, that in her 
Looks appeared nothing but Life and Reſolution, in 


her * almoſt Aſſurance of Victory: She told 


them, “That it reſted in their Courage that Day to re- 
{© ſtore their impriſoned King to his Liberty and Crown, 
« and themſelves not 'to Safety only, but to Honour 
« and Treaſute; for the Wealth of the rebellious Ci- 
« ties ſhould be their Spoil, the Kingdom their Inhe- 
“ ritance ; and all thoſe Titles the Enemy ſo proudly 
* wore, ſhould be conferred upon their Deſerts. That 
if the Inequality of their Numbers frighted them, 
« they might be confident their great Hearts, animated 


« by the Juſtice of the Cauſe, would eaſily take away 


e the Diſparity. Then ſhe bid them look upon the 
“ Prince her Son, and fight for him their Fellow Sol- 
dier, with whom they were to ſhare in Fortune, 
« and who once in Poſſeſſion of the Throne, would 
e never forget them, by whoſe Courage he was ſeated 


« there. 


The twelfth King Edward likewiſe drew up his Army in three 


Battle at 
Tewksbury 


ſet's Battalion 


Lines of Battle; the firſt was commanded by the Duke 


of Gloceſter, the ſecond by the King himſelf, and the 


Rear by the Lord Haſtings. The Armies being thus 
drawn up, and the Signal given, an obſtinate Fight en- 
ſued. Ihe Duke of Gloceſter planted the Ordnance 
againſt the Duke of Somerſet's Men; and they being 
todged between Ditches, Buſhes, and Hedges, with 
their Showers of Arrows, ſo galled Gloceſter's Line, 
that he commanded them back, as tho? they had fled. 


| Somerſet perceiving this, raſhly left his Places of 


Strength to perſue them, and advanced as far as King 
Edward's Quarter, expecting to be followed and ſup- 
ported by the Lord Yenlock. Upon this the Duke of 


Eloceſter made good his Retreat, and charged Somer- 
0 briskly, that his Men were put to 


Flight. He himſelf recovering the middle Line, found 


the Lord Wenloch, who ſhould have ſupported him, 


looking on as if he had been only a Spectator. Somer- 


| ſet being enraged call'd him Coward and Traytor, and 


with a | 
rage begat nothing but Diſorder in the Queen's Camp, 


and the King taking the Advantage of it, gained a com- 
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pleat Victory; for entring the Queen's Trenches, he 11 Ed. . 


made a moſt cruel Slaughter on all who reſiſted. Three 
thouſand of the common Soldiers were ſlain, as were 
the Earl of Devonſhire, Lord Beaufort, and other Per- 
ſons of Note. The Duke of Somerſet, Prior of St. 
John's, and many Knights and Eſquires, took Sanctua- 
ry in the Abbey, and other Places in the Town ; but 
this only preſerved them for a While; for King Ed- 


ward, who was never an over ſcrupulous Obſerver 


of religious Rites, would have entred the Abbey, and 
forced them from thence: . But a Prieſt coming with 
the Euchariſt in his Hand, would not let him enter the 
Place, till he had granted a Pardon for all there : But 
this Pardon betrayed them; for on the Monday follow- 
ing they were taken out from thence, and were arraign- 
ed before the Duke of Gloceſter, who ſat as High Con- 
ſtable of England, where they were without Mercy 
condemn'd to Death, and beheaded on a Scaffold in 
the Market-place in Tewksbury ; by which Viola- 
on of the Sanctuary King Edward confirm'd the Opi- 
nion which the World before had conceiv'd of him, 
that Religion would never prevail upon his Conſcience, 
ſo as to be any Bar either to his Pleaſures or Revenge. 
Queen Margaret was taken in the Battle half dead 


in her Chariot, and not long after the Prince, by Sir Prince EA. 


Kichard Crofts, who intended to have conceal'd him — 


but King Edward having promiſed the Prince his Life, theres, 


if he were not already dead, and a Penſion of two hun- 
dred Pounds a. Year to any one who ſhould bring him 
alive or dead, he preſented him to King Edward, who 
looking ſtedfaſtly upon him, and admiring the Comeli- 
neſs ot his Perſon, and Sweetneſs of his Diſpoſition, 
asked him, How he durſt come with flying Colours into 
bis Kingdom, and raiſe his People againſt him? To 
which he courageouſly replied, That to recover his Fa- 
ther miſerably oppreſſed, and the Crown violently uſurp- 
ed, he had taken Arms; neither could he be reputed 10 
make any unjuſt Claim, who deſired no more than what 


had been poſſeſſed by Henry the Sixth, Fifth, and Fourth, 


bis Father, Grandfather, and Great Grandfather, Kings 


England. King Edward being provoked by this An- 
wer, thruſt him diſdainfully away with his Gauntlet, 
and ſome ſay, ſtruck him on the Face ; which encou- 
raged the Dukes of Clarence and Gloceſter, the Mar- 
quils of Dorſet, and the Lord Haſtings, to ſeiſe on 

Mm z the 
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1471. the Prince ſuddenly, and barbarouſly to murther him 
M with their Ponyards. His Body was buried without 
any Solemnity, in the Church of the Monaſtery of 
Black-Fryers in Tewksbury': But all his Murtherers came 
to viglent Deaths; for Gl/oceſter was the Cauſe of the 
Death of the reſt; and the Earl of Richmond, the next 
ſurviving Kinſman of the murther'd Prince, of the 

Duke of Gloceſter himſelf. 23 
T bis was the twelfth Battle that was fought be- 
The Earl of tween the Houſes of Lancaſter and York, and the fixth 
— and laſt that was fought in the Reign of King Edward, 
Bretagne, and was the only compleat Victory he ever gained, 
from which no Man of Emiacncy eſcaped ; nor was 
any Man, who could pretend to a Competition left, 
but King Henry, and he without Iſſue. After the Bat- 
tle was over, and Matters fettled in the Country, the 
King returns for London, carrying with him the cap- 
tive Queen, whom he kept in Priſon till her Father 
Reyxer, Duke of Anjou, ranſom'd her for fifty thouſand 
Crowns. The Earl of Pembroke kept himſelf ſome 
Time in Wales, and King Edward, deſirous of getting 
bim into his Power, had employed one Vaughan to en- 
trap him, but the Earl having notice of it, beheaded 
him, and afterwards, for his greater Security, ſailed in- 
to Bretagne, carryivg with him his Nephew Her, 
Earl of Richmond, Heir of the Tudors Family by the 
Father's Side, and of the Houſe of Somerſet by the Mo- 
ther's Side; where they were kindly received by the 
Duke, not only with Promiſe of Safety, but alſo an 

honourable Penſion. - | 

Soon after the Battle at Tewksbary, the Baſtard of 
The Baſtard Falcoubridge, a baſe Son of the Earl of Kent, having 
— been before employ'd by the Earl of Warwick, during 
= the late Troubles of the Kingdom as Vice Admiral, to 
ſecure the narrow Seas, and hinder all Succours that 
might come from the Low Countries to King Edward's 
Afﬀiiſtance, as ſoon as he heard of the Death of the Earl 
of Warwick, fell to open Pyracy, and became a Terrorto 
our Merchants. His common Station was between Dover 
and Calais, where having gotten a Navy of ſome conſide 
table Strength, and the chief Men of Calais, (who were 
of the Earl's Party,) of his Confederacy, he had a ſecum 
Place of Retreat upon any Occaſion, inthat Harbour ; he 
having gathered together many of thoſe who had eſcaped 


the two laſt Battles, and preſuming upon the Affection 8 
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Eduard conſidering that the People, upon 22 ſlight 
Invitation, were apt to run to Rebellion, when the 
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the Kentiſh Men, put in at Dover, and giving it out, 11 Ed. iv. 


that his taking Arms was for the Sake of the common 
Liberty, and for delivering King Henry and Queen 
Margaret, impriſoned by an Uſurper, he had gotten an 
Army of ſeventeen thouſand Men, and leaving his Ships 
in the Downs, he marched his Forces to London, and in 
a hoſtile Manner demanded Entrance into the City ; but 
that being denied, he marched with his Army to King- 
fon Bridge, to paſs the River of Thames there; by the 
Way promiſing his Soldiers, that they ſhould have the 
Plunder of Weſtminſter for their Dinner, that of the 
Suburbs of London for their Supper, and of London it 
ſelf for their Breakfaſt the next Morning: But being 
prevented of paſſing over at K:ngſtoz, and hearing of 
King Edward's March towards London, he returned to 
Southwark, and cauſed the Bridge to be fired, and three 
thouſand of his Men to be tranſported by Boat at St. 
Katherine's, to make an Aſſault at Aldgate and Biſpopſ- 
gate, both which they ſet on fire; but by the Care 
and Valour of the Citizens, he was at laſt driven to 
his Ships with the Loſs of ſeven hundred Men: Then 
he went and entrenched his Army for a while at Black 
Heath, and at length he got to Sandwich, and fortified 
that Place, and defended it till after they heard of the 
Death of King Henry; for then the Pretence for which 
they began the Rebellion being taken away, and hearing 
that King Edward was coming with a powertul Army 
to reduce them, they offered to lay down their Arms 
and ſurrender the Place upon Condition of Pardon, 
which was granted them; but notwithſtanding that, Fal- 
conbridze, and ſeveral others, were afterwards beheaded, 
and great Numbers ſuffered either corporal or pecu- 
niary Puniſhment. 


King Edward, after the Battle at Tewksbary,. came king E4- 
to London with an Army of thirty thouſand Men, bring- v returns 


ing Queen Margaret with him to grace his Triumph. He“ 
was received by the Citizens with great Tokens of 
Joy, on whom he beſtowed ſeveral Marks of his Fa- 
vour, knighting the Mayor, and others who had re- 
ulſed the Rebels, commending both their Valour and 
Loyalty, and promiſing to requite them when Time 
ſhould ſerve, with more ample Satisfaction. 

All Commotions of the State being now quieted, King 


re- 
+ T7 ae ſervation 
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1472. ſervation or Reſtitution of King Henry was but men- 
tioned it was therefore reſolved, that to take away 


all Pretence from future Inſurrections, King Heury ſhould 


King Hey be ſacrificed. Upom this the Duke of Gloceſter took 


murthered 
in the 
Tower, 


an occaſion to viſit King Heury in the Tower, and 
there either ſtabbed him with his own Hands, or 
commanded it to be done in his Preſence. And that 
the World might not ſuſpect King Hleury was [till alive, 
he was no ſooner dead, but with ſome Shew of fune- 
ral Rites, his Body attended with ſome Guards, was 
brought into St. Paul's Church, where he lay with his 


Face uncovered, and expoſed to the Curioſity of eve- 


King Ed- 


ry Spectator. Here it bled afreſh, and was a melan- 
choly Spectacle. to moſt of the Beholders. From 
thence it was carried to Black-ſryars Church, and be- 
ing laid barefaced as beſore, bled afreſh again, to the 
great Amazement of the Spectators, who looked upon 
it as a miraculous Way of —— Juſtice from 
Heaven, ſince it could not be had on Earth. At laſt 
it was put into a Boat, without Prieſt, Clerk, Torch, 
or Taper, or any other of the uſual funeral Ceremo- 
nies of thoſe Times, and carricd into the Abby of 
8 in Surrey, and there interred without any 
omp. 
King Edward having thus deſtroyed the very Root of 


wa's Care the Lancaſtrian Party, proceeded to lop off all ſuch Bran- 


for his fu- 
zure Safety. 


ches as might any Ways diiturb his Security; and firſt, 
under pretence of Treaſon, he apprehended the Arch- 
biſhop of Tork, Brother to the Earl of Warwick, and 
ſent him Priſoner to the Caſtle of Guiſues in France, 
from whence he never obtain'd his Liberty, till Death 
enlarged him; he ſeized all the Biſhop's Goods, Lands, 
and Lordſhips, and got Poſſeſſion of his rich Plate 
and Jewels; of which one in his Mitre was of ſuch 
Value, that he cauſed it to be fet in his own Crown. 
The Treaſon laid to his Charge was ſecretly aiding the 
Earl of Oxford, who at that Time had fortified and 
held St. Michael's Mount in Corawall, ever ſince the 
Battle at Barnet. The ſaid Earl afterwards yielding 


himſelf to King Edward, obtained his Life, but loſt all 
his Eſtate, and was. ſent beyond Sea to the Caltle of 
Hammes, Where he was kept a cloſe Priſoner for twelve 
Years, tillithe Death of King Richard III. And ſo de- 
ſirous was King Edward to get Faſper Earl of Pen. 
brake, and Henty Earl of Richmond into his Power, 1 
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he offered large Sums of Money to the Duke of Bre. 
tagne to deliver them up; but he refuſed to do it, ſay- 
ing, That he could not in Honour deliver up thoſe diftreſ- 
ſed Princes, who. had fled to him for Prote&on ; but he 
would, for his Sake, take ſuch Care of them, that he 
ſhould have no Cauſe of Apprehenſion from them. And 
upon that Account he removed their own Servants from 
them, appointing Bretaigus to attend upon them. But 
deplorable was the Condition of Henry Holland, Duke 
of Exeter and Earl of Huntington, a Perſon who for 
many Years made ſuch a mighty Figure in the World, 
who was reduced to ſuch extream Wants, that Comines 
relates,that he himſelf ſaw the Duke running bare-leg'd 
after the Duke of Bargandy's Train, begging his Bread 
for God's ſake, but did not make his Name known, 
he being the neareſt of the Houſe of Lancaſter, and 
Brother-in-law to King Edward himſelf, But after- 
wards his Quality being known, the Duke of Bargun- 


dy gave him a ſmall Penſion to maintain him. Not long 


after he was found dead, and ſtrip'd quite naked upon 
the Shore at Dover, but no Diſcovery could be made 
how he came by his Death. | 


$37 


All Things being now brought to a reaſonable Com- 1473. 


poſure, and Edward having no Competitor, or danger- 
ous Diſturber, called a Parliament, in which thoſe 


The Duke 


of Burgundy 
defires Aid 


Acts were re-eſtabliſhed that King Henry had abroga- of King EA 


ted, and thoſe annutled which were made againſt . 


his Adherents; and at the ſame I ime there was a gene- 
ral Pardon.) During this Seſſion the Duke of Bargandy 
ſent Embaſſadors to King Edward, to deſire his Aſſiſtance 
againſt the French King; but Money was wanting, the 
Aid which the Parliament had liberally given, being not 
ſufficient to ſatisfy his numerous Creditors, who were 
very importunate. He therefore made uſe of a new 
Invention, which was called a Benevolence. He pro- 
cured a Liſt to be made of the wealthieſt Perſons in the 
Kingdom, who being ſummoned before him, he by his 


Arts of Inſiuuation and Perſuaſion prevailed upon 


them to ſuffer themſelves to be aſſeſſed, which they 
did, ſome for Fear, ſome for Love, and ſome for Ex- 
ample, Among the reſt, one rich old Widow bein 
courteouſly-asked by the King what ſhe would contrt- 
bute, ſhe replied, For your Majeſty's royal and amiable 


Countenance, I will. contribute tuenty Ponnds. This 


pleaſed the King ſo, that he gave her a hearty Kiſs 5 
with 
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1474. with which the old Gentlewoman was ſo tranſported, 


that-ſhe immediately doubled the Sum. 

By this Art Money was raiſed, and now nothing was 
wanting tothe Expedition. The univerſal Language of 
the Kingdom was of Wars, and very few Perſons of 
Blood or Quality, butprepared for the Journey. And 
thoſe who went emulated each other in the Glory of 
their Armour, the Richneſs of their Pavilions, the 
Bravery of their Horſes Furniture, and Servants Ap- 


parel. The Army conſiſted of fifteen hundred Men at 


Arms,fifteen thouſand Archers on Horſeback ,eight thou- 
ſand common Soldiers, and three thouſand Pioneers, 
an Army more formidable than any that hitherto had 
invaded France. This Army was three Weeks in paſ⸗ 
ſing from Dover to Calais, but before their landing, 
King Edward ſent Garter King at Arms with a Letter of 


Defiance to the French King, demanding no leſs than 


the whole Realm of France; threatning, if refuſed, to 
invade his Dominions with Fire and Sword. King 
Lewis having read the Letter, withdrew into a Ward- 
robe, and commgnded the Herald to be brought into 
his Preſence ; where, inaprivate Conference, he made 
uſe of many Arguments; againſt King Edward's rely- 


ing upon the Fidelity and boaſted Aſſiſtances of the 


Duke of Burgundy and Earl of St. Paul, and ſe- 
veral Motives to induce him to enter into a Treaty of 
Peace: Then he diſmiſſed the Herald with a Reward of 
three hundred Crowns, and thirty Ells of crimſon Vel- 


vet, promiſing him a thouſand Crowns more if the 


Peace were concluded; as alſo with a Preſent of a 
very fine Horſe, a wild Boar, and a Wolf to King 
Edward. 

King Edward being arrived at Calais, expected to 
have been met by the Duke of Burgundy, with two 
thouſand Lances, and four thouſand light Horſe, as 
he had promiſed ; but they not coming, the King ſent 
the Lord Scales, to put the Duke in Mind of the Agree- 
ment. Upon this the Duke came attended wth a ſmall 
Troop to the King, to excuſe his Backwardneſs, and 
promiſe that he would ver 1 bring the Troops 
expected. At the ſame Time a Letter was ſent to 


King Edward from the Earl of St. Paul, perſuading 
him to proceed in the Enterpriſe, and not to be doubt: 
ful of any Aſſiſtance, or Accommodation, either tom 
the Duke or himſelf. Upon theſe Aflurances Ving 
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Edward advanced forward, but found no Performance 14 Ed. 1v. 


of Promiſes, neither from the one nor the other. For 
the Duke did not accommodate his Soldiers at Peron- 
ne with Lodging or Victuals, as was expected, nor did 
the Earl receive them at St. Quintin's according to 
Agreement; but on the contrary, fallied out upon 
ſuch as King Edward ſent to take Poſſeſſion, and plaid 
upon them with the Canon, killing three of them. This 


cauſed King Edward to ſuſpect their Sincerity, and from 


thenceforward he ſtood upon his own Guard, giving no 
farther Credit to their Proteſtations. The Duke of 
Burgundy endeavoured to palliate Matters as well as he 


could, bnt finding the Reſentments of the Exgliſh ran 


pretty high, he pretending extraordinary Occaſions de- 
parted, promiſing a ſpeedy Return; but this alſo did not 
a little encreaſe the Suſpicion of King Edward, that 
there was Treachery in the Management. 


The French King having Intelligence of the Diſguſts be- The French 
tween KingEdwardand the Duke, and his Departure, reſol- * ſends 


Meſſage to 


ved to mediate a Peace in the Duke's Abſence. Whereupon King Ed. 


he privately diſpatched.a Meſſenger, cloathed with a w. 


Trumpets Banner-roll, in Appearance an Herald, but 
a Perſon in no Office or Reputation. This counterfeit 
Herald having received full Inſtructions from his Maſter 
the French King, addreſſed himſelf to the Lords Stanley 
and Howard, and the Engliſp Herald, who introduced 
him to the King, to whom he handſomely delivered 
his Meſſage. The Effect of which was to ſhew the 
uu Detire the King his Maſter had for Peace, excu- 
ing his Maſter's ſuccouring the Faction of Lancaſter, 
alledging he ſupported the Earl of Warwick only to 
curb Burgundy. The Concluſion was, to defire his 
Majeſty to grant a ſafe Conduct to Embaſſadors from 
his Maſter, who ſhould come with larger Inſtructions, 
and ſuch Propoſals as ſhould be for the Honour and 
Profit of both Kingdoms. This Meſſage being deli- 
vered in a ſubmiſſive Tone, and ever aſcribing to the 
King's Greatneſs of Spirit, and the Nation's Glory, be- 
got a favourable Audience. And many of the Lords 


who had plentiful Revenues at Home, were as for- 


ward as the King to liſten to Peace, and avoid unneceſ- 
fary Dangers Abroad. Neither did the greatelt States- 
men diſlike a Treaty, conſidering that all our Wars in 
France had rather purchaſed Fame, than Treaſure, to 


the Kingdom, and that when our Soldiers returned 
| Home 


— — 


— =_ 
— 


— — 
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{ 


The Duke 


on theſe Conſiderations, King Edward granted a ſafe 
Conduct, and ſent an 77 Herald along with the 
Meſſenger to receive Aſſiguments from the French 
King. | | 

The Duke of Bargandy hearing that Peace was me- 


ef Bwrgndysdiating between the two Kings, poſted to the Exgliþ 


di 


2 


diſcontenrar Camp, attended by ſixteen Horſemen ; his Looks and 
rn ecace. Geſtures diſcovered the Height of his Reſentments : At 


his firſt Approach to King Edward, he broke forth in- 
to moſt paſſionate and fierce Language, upbraiding 
King Edward with the Courage of the former Kings 
of England, and his own inglorious Sloth. He made 
a ſcornful Repetition of the Mirth his Enemies would 
make at his Return; as if he had come over with fo 

reat an Army, (Merchant-like, to traffick for a little 
Money ; and the Contempt he muſt needs become to 
his own People, when they ſhould ſee the great Con- 
queſts their Contributions had brought Home. And 
when it was intimated to him, that he and the Duke 
of Bretagne were included in the Peace; he diſdain- 
fully rejected it, proteſting that he had perſuaded King 
Edward to this Enterpriſe, not ſo much for the Care of 
his own Safety, as for the Love he bore the Eugliſb 
Name. And to ſhew how little Dependency his For- 
tune held onany other, and how without Mcdiation of 
an Ally he was able to make his own Peace; he vow- 
ed to conclude none with France, until the Exg/: Army 
had been gone three Months out of that Kingdom ; 
and having ſaid theſe Things departed in great Diſcon- 
tent. 


APexcecon= The Peace being reſolved on between the two Kings 
cluded be- 
tween the 
Kings of L a 
France and cluded ; the Subſtance of the Articles of it were as fol- 


of England and France, the Place appointed for Confe- 
rence was near Amiens, where a Peace was ſoon con- 


lows : That the French King ſhould immediately pay to 
King Edward fifty thouſand Crowns and fitty thouſand 
Crowns a Year,during his Life: That Charles the Dauphin 
ſhould marry the Lady Elizabeth, King Edward's eldeſt 
Daughter, and they two to have for their Maintenance the 
whole Dukedom of Gaſcony, or elſe fifty thouſand Crowns 
to be paid annually for nine Years; and at the End of 
that Time, the Dauphin and his Lady were to enjoy 


Gaſcony: That a general Peace ſhould be concluded for 
* N nine 
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nine Years, in which the Dukes of Burgunay and Bre- 14 Ed. Iv. 
zague were to be included, if they thought fir. And to WW 


compleat all, it was agreed that the two Kings ſhould 
have a perſonal Interview at Perpiguy, a Town three 
Miles from Amiens, ſeated on the River Somme, on 
which a ſtrong Bridge was built for that Purpoſe, and 
in the midſt of it a Grate made of croſs Bars, the 
Squares juſt wide enough for a Man to thruſt in his 
Arm, and the Bridge ſo broad, that twelve Men might 
ſtand in a Rank. 

At the Day appointed, the two Kings repaired to the 
Place in great Splendor. The King of 


the chief Nobility, and King Edward enter'd the other 
End of the Bridge, with twelve of the chief of his 
Noblemen ; and both gracefullyl approaching the Grate, 
with a reverend Bow, and bending of the Knee, the 
two Monarchs embraced through the Grate with 
mutual Courteſie. King Lewis ſaid, That he never co- 
veted any Sight ſo much as this, and that be bleſſed God, 
who had brought them together to ſo glorious an End. 
After this an elegant Oration was made, and the Ar- 
ticles of the Peace were read by the Biſhop of Ely, 
who was Chancellor of England; and then it was de- 
manded of the two Kings, if they were made by their 
full Conſents. Which being acknowledged, each of 
them laying one Hand on the Miſſal, and the other on 
the Croſs, took their ſolemn Oaths to obſerve the 
ſame. After this falling into a more familiar Conver- 
lation, Lewis with a pleaſant Air invited King Edward 
to take a Journey to Paris, telling him, That if any of the 
fair Ladies there ſhould male him 1 % upon his * 
ty, the Cardinal of Bourbon wo bh afford him 
Abſolution, After ſome private Diſcourſe, and the Ex- 
change of ſome Compliments, both Kings parted with 
great Satisfaction. Upon the Day of this Interyiew, 
before the two Kings met, a white Pigeon happened 
to light upon King dward's Pavilion, and there prun'd 
Itſelf after a Shower of Rain, the Sun ſhining com- 
fortably ; the Soldiers cried out it was the Holy Ghoſt, 
which deſcended in that Form, to ſhew how grateful 
the preſent Accord was to Heaven. Which Interpre- 
tation exceedingly pleaſed King Edward,lince the ſuper- 
litiqus Notion tended to advance the Reputation of 
his Condu as to that Peace. 


At 


{ . rance came tween the 
firſt to the Grate, accompanied with twelve Perſons of two Kings. 
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- 2474 At what Rate King Lewis valued his Amity with 
AY WW Erpland, is eaſily to be judg'd by his profuſe Liberal. 
TheKing of ty: For he endeavoured to purchaſe the Affection of 
berality co the Eugliſb Nobility, by Preſents and Penfions, buying 
the Eng/ih them up according to the ordinary Courſe in Markets; 
Nobility. as they were worth in King Edward's Eſtimation, ſo 

was their Price raiſed; even the Duke of Gloceſter him- 
ſelf, who diſapproved the- Peace, returned not Home 
without a large Preſent both of Plate and 'Horſes 
One of King Edward's Servants, named Leuis Bretail. 
les, being with Comines, and demanded by him in 
how many Battles King Edward had been preſent; he 
- anſwered, Ia Nine, and was victorious in all; but in this 
you have made him loſe, for his Return into England 
without Fighting or Danger, will redound more 10 hi 
Diiſbouour, than all his p ickories have done to his He 
zoxr. Lewis being informed of this Anſwer, ſwore, 
That this Man's Mouth muſt of Neceſſity be bridled; and 
immediately ſent for him todine with him, making great 
fers to engage him in his Service; which he retuting, he 
gavehima thouſand Crowns, with particular Promiſes, if 
he would cultivate the Amity between Eng land and 
France, King Edward having'received the Money 
greed by Articles, marched to Calais in Order to paſ; 
into Exgland, and being arrived at London, was recti. 
ved with the Acclamations and Triumphs of a Con- 
queror. 

1475- Things being thus ſettled as to France, and a Truce 

King £4 being made with the Scots, and all dangerous Oppo- 


ward endea- 4. 0 . 
vours to get {ers at Home having been removed either by the Sword 


theEarlof or the Ax; King Edward was pretty ſecure. The Lite 
from te Of young Henry, Earl of Richmond, now in Bretagne 


Duke of Was the only Thing could give him Trouble, that Ear 
Bretagne. being the only Perſon remaining of the Houſe of La, 
caſter. Therefore he ſent Embaſſadors to the Duke d 
Bretagne with large Sums and fair Promiſes, pretending 
that he would marry his eldeſt Daughter Eli⁊abeth to ie 
Earl, by which all unhappy Cauſes of Diſſention migit 
be intirely extinguiſhed. This Pretence induced tht 
Duke of Bretagne to deliver up the Earl to the Embab 
ſadors, who conducted him to St. Malo's, where whit 
they ſtaid for a fair Wind, he made his Eſcape, and fei 
to a Sanctuary; and ſo the Embaſſadors were forced o 
return to King Edward without him. 
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King Edward now being in a great Meaſure free 16 Ed iv. 
from all Apprehenſions of Danger, and all Things WW 


ſucceeding without Interruption, he addicted himſelf to 
his Pleaſures, not only to a profuſe Hoſpitality in Liv- 
ing, but ſhewed a particular Grandeur to the Eye, by 
preſenting the People with Juſts and Tournaments, and 


the like, as well as the ſofter Entertainments of Wit Peace. 


and Ingenuity. And frequently laying afide the State 
of a Frince, he would be very familiar with the 
inferior Part of the People. At Winaſor he ſent 
for the Mayor and Aldermen to hunt, and to eat and 
drink, and be merry with him. And the like he did at 
another Time at Hal:ham, where beſides a noble and 
familiar Entertainment to themſelves, he ſent two 
Harts, fix Bucks, and a Tun of Wine to their. Wives, 
which gained him great good Will among them. He 
took his full Scope of Liberty in converſing with the 
Ladies: For beſides the Lady Lucy, and ſome others, 
he kept three Concubines, of whom he uſed to ſay, 
One was the merrieſt, another the wittieſt, and the third 
the holieſt Harlot in the Kingdom, ſhe being one whom 
no Man could get out of Church, unleſs it were to his 
Bed. The merrieſt was Jane Shore, Wife to a Citizen 
in London, in whom he greatly delighted. 


In theſe Times of Eaſe and Pleaſure, the Duke of . 
Gloceſter began to ſhew his Ambition and Malice, and Deſgns 2. 


that chiefly againſt his own Brother the Duke of Cia- 
rence. For Gloceſter, who ſtudied nothing but his own ; 
Purpoſes, and cared not by what Violence all Obſta- 
cles of Nature and Friendſhip were removed, ſo the 
Way were planed to his Ambition, privately per- 
ſuaded the Duke of Carence boldly to expreſs his Re- 
ſentments againſt King Edward's Miſmanagement; and 
on the. other Hand, he whiſpered inthe King's Earthe 
Danger of Clarence's Spirit, apt to receive any Diſcon- 
tent, and wanting only Power to make uſe of unlaw- 
ful Remedies. The main Thing that wrought his 
Ruin, was the Queen's Apprehenſion, that as there had 
been an Agreement in Parliament, that he ſhould ſuc - 
ceed to the Crown upon the Failure of King Edward's 
Heirs, her Children would never ſucceed their Father. 
She was confirmed in this Opinion by the Rumour of 
a Prophecy, that E. ſhould be the firſt Letter of his 
Name, that ſhould ſucceed King Edward; and this 


Duke's Name being George, it was thought that he 
would 
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- 2474 At what Rate King Lewes valued his Amity with 
AY Erpland, is eaſily to be judg'd by his profuſe Liberal. 
The King f ty: For he endeavoured to purchaſe the Affection of 
berality to the Exghſp Nobility, by Preſents and Penfions, buying 
the Eng/iſh them up according to the ordinary Courſe in Markets; 

% as they were worth in King Edward's Eſtimation, ſo 
was their Price raiſed; even the Duke of Gloceſter him. 
ſelf, who diſapproved the- Peace, returned not Home 
without a large Preſent both of Plate and 'Hotſes, 

One of King Edward's Servants, named Leis Bretail. 
let, being with Comines, and demanded by him in 
how many Battles King Edward had been preſent; he 
- anſwered, In Nie, and was victorious in all; but in this 
you have made bim loſe, for his Return into England 
without Fighting or Danger, will redound more to hi 
Diſhonour, than all his Victories have done to his He 
zoxr. Lewis being informed of this Anſwer, ſwore, 
| That this Man's Mouth muſt of Neceſſity be bridled; and 
immediately ſent for him todine with him, making great 
fers to engage him in his Service ; which he retuting, he 
avehima thouſand Crowns, with particular Promiſes, if 
would cultivate the Amity between Eng land and 
France, King Edward having received the Money 2. 
greed by Articles, marched to Calais in Order to paſs 
into Exglaud, and being arrived at London, was recei- 
ved with the Acclamations and Triumphs of a Con- 
queror. 

1227 75 Things being thus ſettled as to France, and a Truce 
— being made with the Scots, and all dangerous Oppo- 
vours to get {ers at Home having been removed either by the Sword 
theEarlot or the Ax; King Edward was pretty ſecure. The Life 
from. the Of young Henry, Earl of Richmond, now in Bretagne, 
Duke of was the only Thing could give him Trouble, that Eat! 
Bretagne. being the only Perſon remaining of the Houſe of Lan- 

caſter. Therefore he ſent Embaſſadors to the Duke of 
Bretagne with large Sums and fair Promiſes, pretending 
that he would marry his eldeſt Daughter Elizabeth to the 
Earl, by which all unhappy Cauſes of Diſſention might 
be intirely extinguiſhed. > This Pretence induced the 
Duke of Bretagne to deliver up the Earl to the Embal- 
ſadors, who conducted him to St. Malo's, where while 
they ſtaid for a fair Wind, he made his Eſcape, and fled 
to a Sanctuary; and ſo the Embaſſadors were forced to 
return to King Edward without him. 


King 
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ſucceeding without Interruption, he addicted himſelf to 
his Pleaſures, not only to a profuſe Hoſpitality in Liv- 
ing, but ſhewed a particular Grandeur to the Eye, by 


and Ingenuity.. And frequently laying afide the State 
of a Prince, he would be very familiar with the 
inferior Part of the People. At Windſor he ſent 
for the Mayor and Aldermen to hunt, and to eat and 
drink, and be merry with him. And the like he did at 
another Time at Halibam, where beſides a noble and 
familiar Entertainment to themſelves, he ſent two 
Harts, ſix Bucks, and a Tun of Wine to their. Wives, 


which gained him great good Will among them. He 


took his full Scope of Liberty in converſing with the 
Ladies: For beſides the Lady Lucy, and ſome others, 
he kept three Concubines, of whom he uſed to ſay, 
One was the merrieſt, another the wittieſt, and the third 
the holieſt Harlot in the Kingdom, ſhe being one whom 
no Man could get out of Church, unleſs it were to his 
Bed. The merrieſt was Fane Shore, Wife to a Citizen 
in London, in whom he greatly delighted. 


In theſe Times of Eaſe and Pleaſure, the Duke of 4 
Gloceſter began to ſhew his Ambition and Malice, and Defigns a- , 


543 


King Edward now being in a great Meaſure free 16 Ed. iv. 
from all Apprehenſions of Danger, and all Things . 


—_ * 
preſenting the People with Juſts and Tournaments, and Times of 
the like, as well as the ſofter Entertainments of Wit Peace. 


that chiefly againſt his own Brother the Duke of Cla- — che 
rence. For Gloceſter, who ſtudied nothing but his own — 


Purpoſes, and cared not by what Violence all Obſta- 
cles of Nature and Friendſhip were removed, ſo the 
Way were planed to his Ambition, privately per- 
ſuaded the Duke of Carence boldly to expreſs his Re- 
ſentments againſt King Edward's Miſmanagement; and 
on the other Hand, he whiſpered inthe King's Ear the 
Danger of Clarexce's Spirit, apt to receive any Diſcon- 
tent, and wanting only Power to make uſe of unlaw- 
ful Remedies. The main Thing that wrought his 
Ruin, was the Queen's Apprehenſion, that as there had 


been an Agreement in Parliament, that he ſhould ſuc - 


ceed to the Crown upon the Failure of King Edward's 
Heirs, her Children would never ſucceed their Father. 
She was confirmed in this Opinion by the Rumour of 
a Prophecy, that G, ſhould be the firſt Letter of his 
Name, that ſhould ſucceed King Edward; and this 


Duke's Name being George, it was thought that he 
would 
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1478. would be the Murtherer of Edward's Son, which the 


Dake of Gloceſter afterwards was. In order to com- 


| paſs his Death, many Things were alledged againſt him; 


the moſt material of which were, that he had cauſed 


4 Report to be raiſed, that King Edward was illegiti- 
mate, and had procured many to ſwear to him and 


his Heirs, without reſerving due Obedience to his Bro- 


ther; and that he had pretended to the Crown by Virtue 


of the Contract he had made with King Henry VI. 
Upon theſe Accufations he was found guilty by the 
Parliament, and committed Priſoner to the Tower 
of London, where he' was not long after put to Death; 
the Manner, as it is generally received, was by thruſt- 


: ing his Head into a Butt of Malmſey Wine, by which 
———ů he was ſuffocated. The Death of this prince be- 
of Malmſey. ing ſudden and extraordinary, begot every where an ex- 


Ed 


traordinary Cenſure. It was generally condemned, 
both in Regard of the Manner, it being prodigious to 
be drowned without Water upon dry Ground ; andthe 
Quality of the Perſon, he being the firſt Brother to a 
King in this Country, that ever was attainted. It is 
related, that King Edward, who had conſented to it, 
was afterwards ſeverely afflicted with the Remembrance 
of it; ſo that when any ſued to him for the Life of a 
condemned Man, he would cry out; 0+ unfortunate 
Brother, who had no Man to interceed for him! This Year 
the Nation was puniſhed with ſuch a raging Peſtilence, 
that the Wars for fifceen Years before deſtroyed not fo 
many, as this did in four Months. 

After the Deach of the Duke of Clarence, King Ea- 


— Seve-ward began to ſhew a quite different Temper and Diſ- 


rities. 


1451 
A Treaty 
ith 


4nd. 


Kot 


poſition to what he had done before; for whereas be- 
tore he had been affable and liberal, he now became 
auſtere and covetous. For whereas the Laws of Exg- 
land had granted many Things in Favour of their 
Kings, which the Kings themſelves ſeldom putin Ex- 
ecution, as being too full of Rigor; he by Virtue of 
thoſe Laws, took ſuch Penalties as they that were 
rich had incurred, for want of a punQual Obſervance 


of them. So that a general Fear poſſeſſed the People, 


that his after Government would be both ſharp and 
heavy, conſidering the firſt Part of it had nor been with- 

out Blemiſh in that Kind. 
This Year, the King of Scotland ſent his Embaſſa- 
dors to King Edward, to move and treat of a Marriage 
| 3 between 
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the between the Lady Cecily, King Edwards ſecond 22 Ed. iv. 

öm- Daughter, and his eldeſt Son. The King and Conn- & 

m cil approving of the Propoſal, furniſhed - the King 

iſed of Seotland with certain Sums of Money, upon 

CR this Condition, that if the intended Marriage ſhould 

and by 20 Accident be broken off, the Merchants of 

wa dinbargh ſhould be bound for the Repayment of the 

ths: Money. But the King of Scotland afterwards, by the 

VI. Ialtigation of the Frexch King, neglected his Promiſe 

the and Affinity made with King Edward, and cauſed an 

wer Army to be raiſed in Order to ' invade Exgland; and 

the ſent a peremptory Meſſage to King Edward; that he 

ust. ſhould not dare to aſſiſt his Siſter the Dutcheſs of Bur- 

ich gundy againſt King Lewis, who was his Ally; and alſo 

be. with Menaces of War commanded him to deliver to 

er- his Embaſiadors the Duke of Albany, then reſiding at 

ed the Engliſb Court; and laſtly, to make full Satisfaction 

Ms for all the Damages that had been done upon the Bor- 

the ders of Scotland. | 

_ King Edward being, great enraged at theſe perfidi- A v com- 

+ is ons Dealings of the King of Scott, raiſed an Army, mences with 

it prepared his Artillery, and fitted out a Navy to be ready ear- the Sets. 

*. ly in the Spring, and appointed his Brother K:chard Duke 

72 of Gloceſter his Lieutenant; who with ſeveral Lords, 

* and the Duke of Albany himſelf, marched into the 

ear North with the Army, conſiſting of upwards of twenty 

ce, thouſand Men. The firſt Enterprize that was undertaken 

fo was the Siege of Berrwzck, after which he marched to 
Edinbargh, laying all waſte with Fire and Sword. Be- 

24. ing arrived there, the Duke ſent to King James, de- 

iſe manding of him the Performance of his Covenants, cons 

vi cerning the Marriage between his Son Prince James 

1 and the Lady Cicely, threatning Ruin and Devaſtation, 

r if the Marriage was not conſummated. The S$coz5 No- 

457 bility ſeeing their imminent Danger, put to Death ſuch 

= wicked Counſellors as had put King ames On. thoſe 

'6F perfidious Meaſures, ordained the Duke of Albany 

as Vicegerent of Scotland, and promiſed to repay the Mo- 

he 4 received according to Covenants; which being ef- 

le fected, aud the Town of Berwic“ ſurrendred to the _ 

nd Engliſh, the Duke of Gloceſter returns to London in a 

the great deal of Pomp: And by the Way he cauſed the 
Honour of this Action to be divulged with the greateſt 

Ta- Applauſe, thereby to inſinuate his Reputation into the 

ige common People, and to ſhew how much more nobly 
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he, in this Expedition againſt Scotland, had managed the 
Peace for the Honour of the Euxgliſb Nation, than hi 
Brother King Edward had in his undertaking agen 


France: His Flatterers alſo giving it out, that if their 
General had but had Commiſſion ample enough, he 
would not have returned before he had reduced the 


whole Kingdom of Scotland to the Obedience of Ex. 


1483. 


land. And in this Expedition did the Duke of Gloceſſer 
lay the Foundation ot all his after Atchievements in at 
taining the Crown; for by the Plunder of Scotland he 
gained the Affections of the Soldiery, and by his Cou- 
rage and Conduct got Eſtimation among the Nobility, 

As King Edward had been diſappointed in the Mar. 


— riage of his ſecond Daughter to _—_— ſo was he al- 


by France. 


_ 


The King's Concerning the Occaſion of his Death, there are va. 


Pr tion 
— 


ſo in that of his eldeſt pre to France. For he 
being of too eaſie Belief, ſuffer'd himſelf to be deluded 
by King Lewis, nor would be perſuaded to believe his 
Infidelity, till the Lord Howard returning from Franc, 
told him, that he was preſent, and ſaw the Lady Mar- 
aret of Auſtria receiv*d into France in great Pomp and 
plendor, and contracted and eſpouſed to the Dauphin 
at Ambois. But then the King was ſo provok'd at the 
Indignity offer'd to him, and the Falſeneſs of Leuis 
that he reſolv'd upon a Revenge. The Lords alſo te- 
ſented the Affront with Indignation, and defir'd that 
inſtant Preparations might be made for War ; and the 
Duke of Gloceſter was ſo zealous for it, that he er- 
preſs'd his Deſire aloud, that all his Eſtate might be ſpent, 
and all his Veins emptied in Revenge of this RES All 
the Court was preſently for the Deſign, and the whole 
Kingdom with a fierce Appetite defir'd to arm. The 
King eagerly perſued his Determination, and that very 
Spring reſolved to begin the War. But he was divert- 
on the ſudden from calling Lewis to an Account 
for his Crimes, and ſummon'd by Death to give a ſtrid 
Account of all his own. 


rious Opinions. Thoſe who favour not the Duke of 
Gloceſter aſcribe it to Poiſon, adminiſtred to make Way 
for his ambitidus Deſigns of mounting the Throne. 
The French impute it to Grief or Anxiety of Mind at 
the Indignities offer'd him by the King of France ; but 
the moſt probable Opinion is, that it was a Surfeit which 
brought him to his End. Whatſoever was the Cauſe, 
he finding little Hopes of Recovery, began to 2 

2 e 
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the Vanity of all his Victories, which he had purchaſed 23 Ed. Iv. 


with the Expence of ſo much Blood. He look'd back & 


upon the Beauty of his ſenſual Pleaſures, and now diſ- 
cerned it was only fair on the Outſide, inwardly deform- 
ed and rotten. Perceiving his Doom inevitable, he be- 
gan to order his Affairs as well as the Shortneſs of the 
Time would permit. The great Affair of the Soul he 
committed to the Mercy of his Redeemer, and he en- 
deavoured to expiate the Crimes of his paſt Life by 
Contrition and the Uſe of the Sacraments then in Prac- 
tice. Then cauſing his Lords, which were numerous, 
then in Court, to be ſent for, he pathetically recom- 
mended to them the Care of the young Princes his 
Sons. The Protection of the King and Kingdom he 
left to the Lords neareſt in Kindred to his Children, 
adviling them to Amity and Concord, by which the Na- 
tion would flouriſh in Greatneſs abroad, and Safety at home; 
the young King be ſecur d from Flattery, and inſtructed 
in the beſt Diſcipline for Government; and they them- 


ſelves live in much Honour and Felicity, united to ad- 


vance the Commonwealth, and oppoſe all foreign Danger: 
Whereas Diſcord would beget civil War, and that endan- 
ger Ruin. Among his Words of Farewel at his Death, 
be ſolemnly proteſted his Repentance for obtaining the 
Crown with ſo much Blood, as the Neceſſity of the Oer. 
rel ſpilt. Having alſo deſired Forgiveneſs of all the In- ine dies 
juries he had done to any Perſons, he expir'd amidſt 


the Tears of thoſe about him in the 424 Year of his 


Age, upon the 9 of April, after a Reign of twenty 


two Vears, one Month and five Days. 


The Manner of his Burial was thus: Firſt the Corps 


was covered from the Navel to the Knees, and ſo laid His Inter- 
on a Table naked above for twelve Hours, to be view'd ment. 


by the Nobility and Gentry, and then he was ſeared. 
The next Day it was brought to St. Stephen's Chapel, 
where three Maſſes were ſung over it in the Morning, 
and Dirige & Commendam in the Afternoon; and by 
Nights he was watch'd by his Nobles and Servants for 


eight Days; on the ninth he was conveyed to Veſtmin- 


fter-Abbey, born by ſeveral Knights and Eſquire 
ver d over by a large black Cloth of Gold, with a 


8 


CO- 
roſs 


of Cloth of Silver,and over that a rich Canopy of Cloth 
Imperial fring'd with Gold and black Silk, born by four 
Knights, having at the Corners four Banners, born al- 


lo by four Knights ; the = of the Trinity, the —_— 
0 
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of our Lady, the third of St. George, and the fourth of 


t. Edward. The Lord Howard carried the King 


His Perſon 


Banner, and the Officers of Arms ſurrounded him. On 
the Hearſe in Weſiminſter-Abbey, above the Body and 
Cloth of Gold, was the Effigies of the King in royal 
Robes, having a Crown on his Head, a | Bax wy in 
one Hand, and a Globe of Silver in the other, with x 
Croſs Patce. Then after many Solemnities had been 
pertormed, the Corps was laid on a Chariot drawn by 
ſix Horles, and ſo was carried in great Pomp to Che- 
ring-Croſs, where the Chariot was cens'd, and from 
thence to Eaton, where it was met by the Proceſſion 
of Hindſor. When it came to the Caſtle-Gate, the 
Archbiſhop of York and Biſhop of H/inchefter cens'd the 
Corps, and from thence it was carried to the new 
Church, and was there buried with all Solemnities be- 
fitting ſo great and victorious a King. 

Comines relates, that he was the goodlieſt Gentleman 


— Charac- that ever his Eyes beheld, tall of Stature, fair of Com- 


plexion, and of a moſt noble Preſence. He had a cou- 
ragious Heart, a magnanimous Diſpoſition, politick in 
Council, witty in Converſation, and in Adverſity un- 
daunted. He was not proud, yet very ambitious, and 
to gain his Ends, no Man was Maſter of more inſinu- 
ating Methods than himſelf. But among all his ſhining 
Qualifications, he could ſet no Bounds to his Luſt or 
Ambition, in both of which he was remarkably puniſh'd: 
For his two Sons were both deprived of all Things by 
their unnatural Uncle. As to his Ambition, tho? ac- 
cording to the exact Rules of Lineal Succeflion, he 
had the neareſt Right to the Crown, yet conſidering 
his innumerable Perjurics, Treaſons, Bloodſheds and 
other Calamities, his and his Father's Actions were 
leſs juſtifiable than thoſe of many real Uſurpers. As 
for his Deſcent, he proceeded from a very unfortunate 
Family, he being the only Male of all his Houſe ex- 
cept a Child of Richard III. that died a natural Death 
after it had claimed the Crown. His Grandfather was 
beheaded at Southampton, his Father ſlain before San 
dall; of his three Brothers, the Earl of Rutland was {lain 
in cold Blood, the Duke of Clarence drowned in 4 
Butt of Malmſey, his two Sons ſtrangled by their Un- 
cle the Duke of Glocefter, who afterwards loſt both 
Life and Kingdom in Battle. Beſides two Sons, E- 


ward left ſeven Daughters, of which Elizabeth po: 
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* with good Fortune, and was married to Heu- 
"a this Reign flouriſhed ſeveral Perſons eminent for 
Arts and Learning; as John Forteſcue, a Judge and 
Chancellor of England, famous for his Knowledge, in 
the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Realm; Thomas 
Littleton, a Judge of the Comman - Pleas, who re- 


au 


= duc'd great Part of the Law into Method, which before 
= | was confuſedly diſperſed ; Scagan, a learned Gentleman 
= i and Student at Oxford, who tor his pleaſant Wit and 
= IF jocular Conceits, was called to Court; and William 

* I Caxtor, a Mercer of London, who brought Printing into 


a which was firſt found out in Germany by 
Jobn Gutterbergen, about the Year 1440. 
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ING Edward IV. left behind him two Sons, Ed- 1 Ed. v. 
ward Prince of Wales, twelve Years and five Months WS 
old, and Richard Duke of Vorl, about nine Years of Age. t — 
prince Edward, when his Father died, was proclaimed damel 
King, and{was at Ludlou in Shropſhire, where he had reſid- King. 
ed a conſiderable Time, in Order to awe the Velſh. While 
he was there, he had many of his Mother's Relations a- 
dout him, and the Lord Rivers was appointed his chief 
Counſellor and Director. This placing ſo many of the 
Queen's Friends about the young Prince was thought 
to be good Policy in her; but the Duke of Gloceſter he Duke 
bas, it: to their Deſtruction, and upon that Foundati- of Glec-fer 
on built all his ambitious Aims of afpiring at the Throne, aſpiresar the 
For whomſoever he found either Friends to himſelf, or — 
diſpleas'd with them, he by various Methods imparted 
his Thoughts to them, either by Word, Writing, or 
ſecret Meſlages, that it was not to be ſuffered, that the 
young King 2 be in the Hands of his Mother's Re- 
lations, ſequeſtred in a Manner from their Company and 
Atteudance, who were far _— to them both in Birth 

n 3 | aud 
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14832, and Merits, By theſe and the like Inſinuations, he 
brought over many to his Purpoſes ; eſpecially the Duke 
of Backingham and the Lord Chamberlain Haſtings, 
both of great Power and Authority. Theſe two agreed 
With the Duke of Gloceſter, to remove from about the 
King all his Mother's Friends, under the Name of Ene- 
mies to the Publick. The Duke of Glocefter having 
gained this Point, and underſtanding that the Lords who 
were about the King deſign'd to bring him to London 
to be crown'd, attended with ſuch Numbers of his 
Friends, that it would be difficult for him to effect his 
ambitious Deſigns, without ſuch a Power as would 
raiſe the Appearance of a Rebellion ; he therefore by 
his Emiſſaries perſuaded the Queen, that if the young 
King came to London with ſuch a numerous Retinuc, 
it would give Cauſe of Suſpicion and Jealouſie to ſe- 
veral of the Nobility who were but lately reconciled, 
Upon this; the Queen ſent to her Son and Brother to 
diſmiſs their Guard. Which Order of the Queen was 
the more readily obey'd, becauſe the Duke of Gloceſter 
himſelf, and other Lords of his Party, had wrote to 
the King ſo reverently, and with ſo much ReſpeR, that 
the King, without any Suſpicion, ſer forwards with an 
inconſiderable Train. : 
He goes to Ihe Duke of Gloceſter having ſucceeded in this, he 
meet King with the Duke of Bachingbam and other Lords, reſol- 
— Ved to meet the King in his Paſſage to London; and 
being come to Northampton, where the King was ar- 
riv'd, under Pretence that it was incommodious for ſo 
many to lodge in the ſame Place, they perſuaded the 
King to go twelve Miles farther to Stony Stratford, 
But the two Dukes of Gloceſter and Buckingham ſtaid 
behind, and under Pretence of Honour, kept the Earl 
of Rivers with them, entertaining him with the utmoſt 
Tokens of Civility and Reſpect. Upon his going to 
his Lodgings, they cauſed the Keys of the Gates to be 
brought to them, to ſecure any from going out, and ſent 
Orders to all their At endants, who were quartered in the 
neighbouring Villages, to be ready on Horſeback earl) in 
the Morning, and ſecure the Way to Sony Stratford from 
all Paſſengers going thither. The Earl of R:vers being un- 
der ſome Apprehenſions, reſolved to go himſelf and diſ- 
cover the Bottom of this Deſign; but the two Dukes 
knowing what he intended, began in a beg rough 
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from the King and ruin them, and ſeizing him, com- 
mitted him into the Cuſtody, of ſome of their Servants. 
This being done, they immediately poſted to Stony Strat- 
ford, where they found the King juſt ready to mount 
his Horſe, and wich the utmoſt Reverence addreſs'd 
themſelves to him. Then coming upto the Lord Gray, 
the King's half Brother, they immediately accuſed him 
with joining with his Brother the Marquiſs of Dorſer, 
and his Uncle the Earl of Rzvers, to get the Govern- 
ment of the King and Kingdom into their own Hands, 


and ſowing Diviſions among the Nobility, charging 


the Marquiſs with having taken out of the Tower of 
London all the royal Treaſure, and with having ſent 
Men to Sea for dangerous Deſigns. To which King 


Edward reply'd, That as to what concerned the Marx 


quiſs, he was ignorant, becauſe of his Abſence; but as 
to his Uncle Kivers, and his Brother Richard, he was 
ſure they could not be guilty, becauſe they had always 
been in his Company. To this Bachingbam made An- 
ſwer, That his Majeſty was deceiv'd; that their Deſigns 
were conceal d from him; and that they did not deſerve 
to be excuſed by ſo good a Prince. And then immedi- 
ately arreſted the Lord Richard and ſeveral others in 
the King's Preſence, and then the King, inſtead of go- 
ing forwards to London, was carried back to Nortbamp- 
tan. Then the Duke of Gloceſter removing from about 
the King ſuch of his Attendance as hepleas'd, put others 
of his own Creatures in their Places, at which the poor 


ung King could not refrain from Tears. The next 


0 
Br according to his uſual Diſſimulation, the Duke of 
Chg ſent a Diſh of Meat from his own Table, to 
the Earl of Rivers, deſiring him 10 be at Eaſe, for all 
ſhould be. well. The Earl return'd him Thanks, defir'd 
tne Meſſenger to carry it to his Nephew Richard, for 


he being young, and unaccuſtomed to Adverſity, ſtood 


more in Need of this Favour. But after all this feign- 
ed Courteſy, and being ſent from Priſon, they were all 
carried to Pontfracł, and afterwards loſt their Heads. 
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Manner to charge him with endeayouring to keep them 1 £4. v. 


The News of theſe Tranſactions being brought to The queen 


the Queen in the Night, ſhe immediately gueſs 
Duke of Gloceſter”s 


het adviſing her Brother to disband his Forces, and ap- 
parently ſaw the * that ſne and her Sons were 


in, and immediately) 


ed with her Children from her 
Nu4 Palace, 


'd at the Mother 
eligns, and then heartily repented nue, 


- 
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1. Palace, and took Sanctuary at Weſtminſter, The Lord 
| AHaſtings having receiv'd the like Advice, and of the 
Queen and her Childrens being retir'd into the SanQu- 

ary, ſent after Midnight to the Archbiſhop of York, ac- 
quainting him with it, aſſuring him, that all would be 

well. To which the Archbiſhop haſtily anſwered, Be 

it as it will, it will never be ſo well as we have ſeen it; 

and immediately roſe from his Bed, and cauſing all 

his Family to arm themſelves, he took the great Seal, 

and went to thc Sanctuary to the Queen. When he 


on, People joſtling each other, ſome carrying in Goods, 
others going out to fetch more, and Sighs and Lamen- 
tations every where. The Queen her ſelf was fitting 
on the Ground with her Children in a moſt diſconſo- 
. Jate Manner, whom the Archbiſhop comforted with 
ſuch Reaſons as Hope then could ſuggeſt, alſo acquaint- 
ing her with the Meſſage ſent to him by the Lord Ha, 
#1425 : But the Queen reply'd, He was the Man that en- 
deaveured the utter Extirpation of her Blood. Upon this 
the Archbiſhop anſwered, That if any other King ſhould 
be crawned but her eldeſt Son, they would crown the 
Duke of York, who was now in her Poſſeſſion, and de- 
livered her the Great Seal of England for her Son's Uſe, 
and ſo departed about Day-light. But being returned 
home, and from his Window ſeeing the Thames cover'd 
with Boats fill'd with the Duke of Gloceſter's Servants, 
watching, if any went by Water to the Sanctuary, and 
hearing that there were Cabals and Tumults in the City, 
he conſidering the Seal could be no Advantage to the 
Queen, ſent for it again. 885 
The Cauſe of The Fumults and Commotions in the City were oc- 
me Comm®-caſioned by the Apprehenſion the People were under 
gon, that the Proceedings at Northampton were deſigned to 
hinder the Coronation of the young King, and more 
Troubles had likely enſued, had not the Lord Haſtings 
at a publick Aſſembly aſſured them, That the Lords 
„ Rrevers, Gray, and the reſt were impriſoned for cer- 
te tain Conſpiracies againſt the Dukes of Gloceſter and 
« Buckingham, as would appear by due Proceſs of Law: 
4 That the Fidelity of the Duke of Gloceſter was not 
* to. be doubted, ſince he had always been faithful to 
e the King; and that it might prove of dangerous Con- 
& ſequence. to ſuſpect it, and not to lay down their 
* Arms readily.” Theſe Aſſurances, and the hearing 


that 


* a 


came there, he found nothing but Hurry and Confuſi- 


. — 
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Lord that the King was coming to London, attended by his 1 Ed. v. 
F the Uncle with all due Reſpect, quieted the greateſt Part 
inctu- of the People. 3 
4, ac- By this Time the Lords, who ſeem'd as zealous for The young 
ald be the King's Coronation as his Uncle had been, and be- Land 
d, Be haved themſelves with ſo much Reverence and Reſpe& 
en it; to the King, that he ſuſpected no ill Deſigns in them, 
18 all were upon their March to London. By the Way as 
Seal, they paſs'd, the Duke of Gloceſter demeaned himſelf as 
en he a dutiful Subject; and that he might give a Demonſtra- 
nfuſi- tion to the People of the treacherous Deſigns of the 
x00ds, Lord Rivers, and the Queen's Friends, againſt himſelf 
amen- and the Duke of - Buckingham, the Duke's Servants 
fitting ſhew'd the Barrels of Harneſs which they had privily 
onſo- convey'd in their Carriage to murther them; which al- 
with tho' a great many did not believe, yet others were ſo * 
uaint- wrought upon by the Duke's Emiſlaries, that they cried | 
1 Haſ- out, That it would be a great Service to the Nation to '' 
at en- haug them. When the King and Dukes drew nigh to 9 
n this London, the Mayor and Sheriffs, with all the Aldermen 
ſhould in Scarlet, and five hundred Commoners on Horſe- i 
„ the back in Purple-Gowns, met them at Harsſey-Park, and il 
id de- with great Honour and Reverence conducted him thro? | | 
Uſe, the City to the Biſhop. of London's Palace near St. | | 
urned Paul's Church the 4 of May. In this Cavalcade the | | 
»er'd Behaviour of the Duke of Gloceſter to the King was | | 
vants, very remarkable, for he rode bare-headed before him, |. 
„and and often with a loud Voice ſaid to the People, Be- | | 
City, bold your Prince and Sovereign; by which Actions he | 
o the ſo won upon all the Spectators, that they look'd on the | 
late Repreſentations of him as the Effe& of his Ene- | 
e OC- mies Malice. At the Biſhop's Palace he did the King | 
under Homage, and invited all the Nobility to do the ſame ; | 
ed to „by which he put his Loyalty out of Diſpute with the | 
more Nobles, and by this and ſuch like Methods he got him- 
ſein s ſelf to be made Protector to the young King during 
ords his Minority. 
cer- The Duke of Gloceſter having gained this main Point, The Duke 
and was reſolved to proceed in his Deſign of ſtepping into of Se 
Law: the Throne; but there was another Difficulty behind ,, ger the 
$ not that he had to get over; for tho? he had got the King King's Bro- 2 
ul to into his Cuſtody, yet if he were deſtroy'd, his Brother ><: into bi- 
Con- the Duke of Tork would ſtill ſucceed; and this requir'd 
their the Exerciſe of his utmoſt Policy: For the Queen be- 
wag ing ſuſpicious of him, and the young Duke in a _ 
tha | ” a e 
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Wa not to be violated, he could not come at him, but by 
CY NS Deceit or Sacrilege. Therefore at the next Meeting of 


the Council, he began to repreſent the Queen as high- 
ly to blame in creating the Duke of Yi in Sanctua- 
ry, when the Honour, the Health and Conveniency of the 

ing requir'd his Preſence and Company with him in 
his Palace; declaring, * That the Coronation could not 
ce be performed without Scandal, while the Duke of 
« Dort, Who was to be the ſecond in the Solemnity, 
& continued in a Sanctuary, a Shelter for Criminals 
& and Delinquents. Therefore, that in his Opinion ſome 
<« Perſon ſhould be ſent to the Ween, whom ſhe did not 
© miſtruſt, to perſuade her to deliver him up; and that 
& if this did not prevail, the Duke of York by regal 
« Power ſhould be taken out of his Priſon, and brought 
© to the King his Brother.” After ſeveral Debates a- 
bout the Matter, it was reſolved, that the Cardinal 
Archbiſhop of Tork ſhould go to the Queen to perſuade 


her to deliver him up; but if he could not prevail with 


her ſo to do, the Duke ſhould be taken out by Force, 
and brought to them. 


The Archbi- The Council having come to this Concluſion, they 


Mop of Tork : 


Queen, 


d to the Star-Chamber, there to expect what 
would be the Iſſue. The Cardinal went to the Queen, 
attended with ſeveral Lords, telling her, He was ſent by 


the Protector and 8 Council to let her know how 


much her detaining the Duke of York in that Place had 

tuen 'Offence to them and others; as if one Brother lived 
in Danger, and could not be preſerved but by the Life of 
the other. Therefore they deſired and expected to have 
the Dake et at Liberty, and to be with his Brother where 
they might not only be a Comfort to 'each other, but he 
live anſwerable to his own Condition and Quality. And 
after much Diſcourſe and Perſuaſion, finding the Queen 
averſe to any Compliance, he proceeded to inform her, 
that ſhe neither ought nor could keep him in Sanctu- 
ary, and that to take him thence by Force would be no 
Violation of it. To all the Cardinal alledged, the 
Queen gave diſtinct and rational Anſwers, and at laſt 
very plainly declar'd the Apprehenſions ſhe was under 


from the Protector. Upon this the Cardinal, who 


had a better Opinion of him than the Queen had, grew 
warm, and told her, He was not ſent to argue with her, 
bat to demand the Duke ; and if ſhe would deliver him 


to them, he would paws his Body and Soul for his * 
1 2 e 
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The poor Queen was now reduc'd to the greateſt 1 Ed. v. 
Perplexities, conſidering the Hazards ſhe ran, whether WWW 
ſhe deliver'd him up to them or not. But ſuppoſing 
the Miſchief would be greater in having him taken from 
her by Force, than parting with him by Choice, ſhe 
was willing to hope that her Suſpicions might be ground- 
leſs: Therefore taking the young Duke by the Hand, 
ſhe ſpoke thus; My Lord Cardinal, and you my Lords, 1 A. _= 
am not ſo —— of my ſelf, or 7 al. — os gh deli- 
ing you, as to miſtruſt either your Wiſdom of Fidelity, as vers the 
I "all prove to you L — . ſuch Coane in you, = " ur _ 
either of them be wanting in you, will redound to my in- 
expreſſible Grief, the Damage of the whole Realm, and 
your eternal Shame and Diſgrace: For lo! here is m 
Son, and tho” I doubt not but I could my him ſafe in this 
Sanctuary from all Violence, yet here I reſign him into 
your Hands. I am ſenſible that I run great Hazards ia 
fo doing; for I have ſome ſo great Enemies lo my Blood, 
that if they knew where any of it lay in their own Veins, 
they would preſently let it out, and much more in others, 
and the nearer to me the more zealoufly. Experience alſo 
convinces us all, that the Deſires of a Kingdom know no. 

Kindred, The Brother in that Caſe hath been the De- 
ſtruction of the Brother, and the Son of his Father ; and 
have we any Reaſon to think the Uncle world be more 
tender of his Nephews? I do here deliver him, and his 
Brother in him, to your keeping, of whom I ſhall require 
him again at all Times before 2 and the World. Then 
aſſuring them of her Confidence in their Abilities and 
Fidelity, ſhe added, One thing I conjure you, by the 
Truſt which his Father ever repos'd in you, and for the 
Confidence I now put in you, that as you think I fear too 


much, you will be cautious that you fear not too little, 


becauſe your Credulity here may make an irrecoverable 
Miſtale. Having thus ſpoken, ſhe turn'd to the Ctrild, 
and ſaid to him, Farewel mine own ſweet Son, the Al- 
mighty be thy Protector: Let me kiſs thee once more be- 
fore we part, for God knows when we ſhall kiſs again; 
and then having kiſs'd him, ſhe bleſs'd him, and turned 
from him and wept, and ſo went away, leaving the 
Child with the Lords, weeping alſo for her Departure. 
The Cardinal having gotten the Duke of ork from The Duke 
his Mother, immediately led him to the Star- Chamber, at 4 — — 
where the Protector and Lords of the Council ſtaid in Brother. 


Expectation of him. The Protector receiv'd him _ 
A 


536 


The Hiſtory of ENGLA Nb. 


1483. all the ſeeming Kindneſs imaginable, and taking him 


in his Arms, kiſs'd him, ſaying, Now welcome, my Lora, 


Be bing ham 


engages With 
the Protector 


with all my Heart, and the tame Day carried him to 


the King bis Brother at the Biſhop of London's Palace, 
near St. Paul's Church; from whence with much Pomp 
and State, they were a few Days after conducted to 
the Tower, from whence they never departed. 


Tho? the Protector had gained this Point, yet he was 


at a Stand how to proceed; but that the People at pre- 


3n his De- ent might be amus'd. with a Belief of the Reality of his 


ſigns to rake 


de Crown. 


Jeſign to proceed with all convenient Speed to the Co- 
ronation of the young King, he appointed the Archbi- 
ſhops, Biſhop, of Ely, Lords Stanley, Haſtings, and others, 
to {it in Council at Bayzard's-Caltle, to order Matters 
for it. For tho” he intended rather his own Corona- 
tion than the young King's, he ſtill wanted the Aſſiſt- 
ance of ſome particular Men, and eſpecially the Duke 
of Buckingham. In Order therefore to bring him over 
to his Detigns, he ſuborn'd certain Perſons about the 
Duke, to repreſent to him how highly the King was ot- 
fended with him for impriſoning his Mother's Relations; 
fo that if they ſhould be releas'd, they would bear him a 
mortal Grudge; and if they were put to Death, he was 


ſure to incur the King's Anger ſo much, that he could 


hope for nothing but Misfortunes on all Hands. Ha- 
ving by theſe Inſinuations made him apprehenſive of 


Danger, and prediſpoſed him to lay hold of an Oppor- 


tunity of ſecuring himſelf, the Protector invited him to 
a Conference, at which he deſfir'd his Aſſiſtance, in ta- 
king upon him the Crown of England, ſne wing him the 
Judgment of the Civil Lawyers concerning the * 
macy of his Brother's Children; promiſing that his Son 
ſhould marry the Duke's Daughter, and that he would 
give him the Earldom of Hereford, with all the Appur- 
tenances; which, tho' his Inheritance, yet had been un- 
juſtly kept from him by his Brother; that he would al- 
low him a large Share of the King's Treaſure, and ſo 
much of the Wardrobe as ſhould furniſh his Houſe; and 
laſtly, that he would ſettle upon him and his Poſterity 


the Office of the High Conſtable of England, which his 


_ Anceſtors by Deſcent for many Generations had en- 


joy'd. a 
The Duke of Baclingham being by theſe Meaſures 
brought over to promote the ProteQor's , Deligns, he 


became ſo zealous an Actor for him, that he ſoon brought 


many 
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many of his Friends into the ſame Deſigns with him, 1 Ed. v. 
and with the Protector conſtituted a Council which fat (5 Wo 
at Crosby's Place, the Protector's Manſion-Houſe, to Two Aſia 


contrive to ſettle the Crown on his Head; but this Coun- 
cil met very privately. This Council had not fat long, 
but the other Council that had fat at Baynard's Caſtle, 
to order Matters for the young King's Coronation, be- 
gan to be jealous that there were ſome bad Deſigns on 
Foot, and the Lord S:azley openly declar'd his Suſpi- 
cions; but the Lord Haſtings aſſuring them that there 
was one of his Friends in that Council, that there could 
nothing be ſpoke of ill againſt him, but that it would 
be brought to his Ears almoſt as ſoon as out of their 
Mouths, they N upon his Words, and being wil- 
ling to conſtrue al! Things for the beſt, laid themſelves 
open to Ruin. ä 


The Jealouſies of the Council at Baynard's CaſtleCatedy's 
ſoon came to the Knowledge of the Protector and Bxck-Treachery to 


ingbam; who tho* they ſeem'd to take no Notice of it, — 


yet they came to Reſolutions within themſelves, either 
to win them over to their Party, or to ſecure them from 
being Enemies; and to this End they ſnew'd great Fa- 
vour to the Lord Haſtings, who had a great Influence 
over all the reſt, and made Uſe of one Catesby, who 
was a ſpecial Confident of the Lord Haſtings, to pro- 

ound the Delign to him. This Cazesby coming to tne 
Lord Haſtings, who had not the leaſt Miſtruſt of him, 
after a great deal of other Diſcourſe about the preſent 
Circumitances of his Affairs, asks his Opinion about 
the Protector's Title to the Crown; inſinuating, that if 
it might be lawfully done, it would be much better 
that an experienc'd. Perſon, and -a brave Commander, 
ſhould rule than a Child. The Lord Haſtings preſu- 
ming upon Catesby's Fidelity, freely open'd his Mind to 
him, telling him, he had rather ſee the Death and De- 
ſtruction of the Protector and Dake of Buckingham, than 
the young King depriv'd of the Crown ; and that if be diſ- 
ceru d any Deſigus that Way in any Perſons whatſoever, 
be would engage his utmoſt Power againſt them. Theſe 
Words were carried to the Protector preſently, who 
received the Account with much Regret, becauſe he had 


a great Love for the Lord Haſtings, who had done 


him many Kindneſſes in his Brother's Days, and there- 
fore engag'd Catesby to win him if poſſible; but Cates- 
by hoping, by the Death of Haſtings and the Protector's 
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1483. Favour, to obtain the great Rule and Truſt that the 
Lord Haſtings had in the Counties of Leiceſter and 
Nori hampron, repreſented Haſtings ſo irreconcileable to 
the Protector's Proceedings, that he chang'd his Love 
into Hatred to him; and he ſeeing that his Life would 
be a great Impediment to him in his Deſigns, reſolv'd 
to take it away; which was agreed upon in the follow- 
ing Manner. | 
The Protec- The Protector ordered a great Council to meet at the 
wr cauſes Power on the 13* of June, on Pretence of concluding 
mhe Tord all Things for the Coronation, which drew on a-pace, 
be betaded, the Pageants being a making Day and Night, and the 
| Victwals kill'd ready for it. The Lords of this Council 
met very early in the Morning, and ſat cloſe to their 
Buſineſs; the Protector came to them about nine of the 
Clock, and having very courteouſly ſaluted all the Lords, 
and excus'd his coming ſo late, ſat down and diſcourſed 
with them a while about the Buſineſs in Hand, and was 
very pleaſant and jocoſe in his Talk. Then diverting: 
his Diſcourſe, he ſaid to the Biſhop of Ely, My Lord, you 
have very good Strawberries in your Garden at Holbourn, 
I defire you to let us have a Diſh to Dinner, The Bi- 
ſhop taking it for a Favour, immediately ſent a Servant 
for them. A little after this, the Protector obliging 
them do proceed in their, Councils, requeſted them to 
diſpenſe with his Abſence a while, and ſo departed. A- 
bout an Hour after he returned again, but with ſuch 
an angry Countenance, knitting his Brows, frowning 
and biting his Lips, chat they were all amazed at ſo ſud- 
den and great an Alteration. He fat ſilent for ſome 
Time: But at Length de nanded of them, I bat Puniſb- 
ment they deſerved who he plotied his Death, who was 
fo near in Blood to the King, and by Office the Protector 
of the King's Perſon and Realm? The Lords of the Coun- 
cil were much ſtartled at this Queſtion, and ſat filent. 
The Lord Chamberlain Haſtings, who was always very 
familiar with the Protector, reply'd, That they ought, with- 
ont Exception, to be puniſb'd as Traitors, To which the 
reſt aſſenting, the Protector ſaid, And that hath that Sor- 
cereſs my Brother's Wife, with others her Accomplices, 
endeavoured to do: At which thoſe who favoured the 
Queen, were much concerned. But the Lord Cham- 
berlain Haſtings was well enough content that the Crime 
was not laid upon any that he lov'd better, but he was 
diſpleaſed that the Pròtector had not communicated 8 to 
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him, as he had done his Deſigns to put the Queen's Kind- 1 Ed. v. 


red to Death (which was by his Advice and Approbati- 
on to be done that Day at Pontfract-Caſtle) little think- 
ing his own Execution ſhould be the ſame Day at Lon- 
don. The Protector (till went on in his Complaints, 
ſaying, See in what a miſerable Manner that Sorcereſs and 
Shore's Wife, with others their Aſſociates, have by their 
Sorcery and Witchcraft miſerably deſtroy'd my Body; and 
unbuttoning his Sleeve, ſhew'd them his Arm fleſhleſs, 
dry and withered, ſaying, Thus would they by Degrees have 
deſtroy'd my whole Jos in a ſhort Time, if they had not 
been diſcovered. The Lords, ſeveral of, them, knowin 

his Arm had never been otherwiſe, immediately conceiv? 

he had ſome baſe Deſign; eſpecially ſince it was ſo im- 
probable that the Queen ſhould ſo intimately aſſociate 
with Shore's Wife, whom ſhe mortally hated ; ſhe havin 

been the Concubine on whom her Husband moſt doated. 
However the Mention of Shore's Wife ſenſibly touch'd 


the Lord Haſtings, becauſe he had long lov'd her in the 


King's Life, and after kept her for his Miſtreſs ; there- 
fore he anſwer'd with ſome Extenuation, I they have 
been thus guilty, they deſerve heinous Puniſhment. The 
Protector laying hold of this Anſwer, cry'd, What, doſt 
thou anſwer me with Ifs and Ands, I tell thee they are thus 


guilty, that I'll make good on thy Body, Traitor. Having 


ſaid this, he gave a great Blow, as an appointed Signal, 
upon Which a Cry of Treaſon was heard from with- 
out, and the Door being ſuddenly forc'd open, the 
Room was immediately fill'd with arm'd Men, and 
one of them ſtriking at the Lord Stanley, had certainly 
cleft his Head in two had he not nimbly ſhrunk beneath 
the Table, yet nct ſo timely, but that he receiv'd a ve- 
ry great Wound. The Protector immediately arreſted 
the Lord Haſtings for a Traytor, ſecuring all the reſt 
of the Council there preſent, and ſwore by St. Paul, 
That he would not dine before he ſaw Haſtings's Head ta- 
ken off. He pctitioned for a fair Trial, but neither that, 
nor for a longer Preparation for Death did any Thing 
avail him; but being obliged to take the next Prieſt he 
could get, he made a ſhort Confeſſion, Time not being 
allow'd him to make a longer; and being led to the 
Green before the Tower-Chapel, he had his Head 


ſtruck off upon a Log of Timber. 
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The Death of this great Lord, as it was ſudden and Omens of 


unexpected, ſo there ſeemed to have been ſeveral _ — 
| Death, 
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nous Preſages of it. For beſides a remarkable Dream 
of the Lord Stanley's, which occaſioned his adviſing him 
o fly from Danger, a Paſſage worthy of Note hapned 
that Morning before he went to Council. For when he 
came to Tower-WYharf, within a Stone's Caſt of the 
Place where his Head was cut off a few Hours after, 
he met with a Purſevant of his own Name, call'd Ha- 
ſtings, who having met him in the ſame Place when 
he lay under King Edward's Diſpleaſure, thro' the Ac- 
cuſation of the Lord Rivers, and was in great Danget 
of his Life, put him in Mind of his former Danger, 
and thereupon he fell into a Diſcourſe with him about 


it, and ſaid, Ab Haſtings! doſt thou remember when I 


once met thee in this Place before with an heavy Heart? 
Tes, my Lord (ſaid he) very well, and Thanks be to God, 
your Enemies got no Good, and you no Harm by it. You 
would ſay ſo indeed (ſaid the Lord Haſtings) if you knew 
as much as I do now, or as you will ſhortly. I was never 
ſo afraid of my Life as I was then; but now Matters are 
well mended with me: Mine Enemies are now in as great 
Danger as I was then; (this he, ſaid, knowing that by 
his and others Advice, the Protector had given Orders 
for the Execution of the Lord Rivers, Lord Gray, and 
Sir Thomas Vaughan at Ponfract,) and I never was mer- 
rier. nor more ſecure in all my Life. In this Lord's ſo 
ſudden and extraordinary Execution the Vengeance of 
Heaven appears very perſpicuous, not only becauſe of 
the taking off the Heads of Rzvers, Gray, and others, 
that Day by his Advice, but becauſe he had formerly 
imbrued his Hands in the innocent Blood of Prince 
Edward, King Henry's Son. 


The Protec= The Protector having thus far proceeded to open 


tor vindi-, 


cates him- 
ſelf. 


himſelf a Way to the Crown, by removing all that 
ſtood in Oppoſition to it ; yet- knowing that the Lord 
Heſtings was in great Eſteem among the People, he 

about him what Method to take to juſtiſie the Se- 


verity of his Proceedings, and appeaſe the Murmurs 


of the People, and at laſt fixt upon this Contrivance. 
Immediately after Dinner he ſent for the Mayor and 
chief Citizens of London to the Tower, and having put 
on old ruſty Armour, which lay neglected in the Tow- 
er, and commanded” the Duke of Bxckingham to do 


the ſame, as if the Greatneſs of their Surpriſe and Dan- 
ger had afforded them no Time to procure better; and 
thus harnaſſed, he and the Duke ſtood. to receive *. 

| RW s 
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Mercy of Heaven in their having eſcaped the Treaſon 
of Haſtings and others, he ſent a Hetald of Arms into 
the City with a Proclamation in the King's Name, ſet- 
ting forth that the Lord Haſtings and ſome others had 
conſpired the ſame Day to have ſlain the Lord Protec- 
tor and Duke of Backingham, and to have taken the 
Government of the King and Kingdom into their own 
Hands; alledging many Crimes againſt the Lord Haſt- 
inge, and among the reſt, thoſe of Shore's Wife. This 
Proclamation, which was publiſhed within two Hours 
after the Lord Haſftings's Execution, was ſo finely in- 
dited, ſo long and 1 fairly engroſs'd on Parchment, 
that it was caſy to be perceiv'd it was prepar'd before- 
hand, which occaſion'd various Diſcourſes, ſome not 
doubting to ſay, It was wrote by the Spirit of Prophecy, 
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As ſoon as they came, having obſerved to them the 1 Ed. v. 


The Protector having done this to excuſe his Cruelty The Protec- 
to the Lord Haſtizs, thought himſelf oblig'd to pro- tor accuſes 


ceed againſt Fane Shore, whom he had accus'd of the 
ſame Freafo, He therefore ſent Sir Thomas Howard 
to her Houſe, and ſeiz'd on all her Goods to the Value 
of above three thouſand Marks, and committed her Pri- 
ſoner to the Tower; and ſoon after ſhe being brough 

to her Examination before the Lords of the Council, 
the Protector laid to her Charge, That ſhe had endea- 
voured his Ruin aud Deſiruction ſeveral Ways, and par- 
ticularly by Witchcraft had decayed his Body, and with 
the Lord Haſtings had contrived to aſſaſſinate him. But 
ſhe having defended her ſelf very well againſt theſe Ac- 
cuſations, he fell upon her for Incontinency, which ſhe 
could not deny; and for that the Protector delivered 
her over to the Biſhop of London, who enjoined her 
to do Penance after the moſt publick Manner, in St, 
Paul's Church, which ſhe 88 did the next Sun- 
day Morning, after this Manner. Mrs. Shore being de- 
prived of all her Ornaments, and clothed with a white 
Sheet, Was brought by Way of Proceſſion, with a Croſs 
carried before her, and a Wax Taper in her Hand from 
the Biſhop's Palace to St. Paul's Church, thro' great 
Crouds of Spectators; and there ſtanding before the 
Preacher, acknowledged, in a ſet Form, her open 
Wickedneſs, and declared her Repentance for it. She 
behaved her ſelf with ſo much Modeſty and Decency, 


that ſhe never appeared more beautiful than now; for 
ſas being a handſome 1 1 and wanting nothing 


buf 


ane 1 here. 
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but a little Bluſh in her Face; the Shame of this Ad 


ſupplied that ſo well, that the Spectators were charm- 


ed with her comely Aſpect, and blamed the Protector 
Severity, knowing that he did it more out of Hatred to 
her Perſon than Sin, and Malice than Love to Vir- 
tue. 

This remarkable Woman was well born and edu- 
cated, and married to a ſubſtantial Citizen; but being 
drawn to this Match rather by Intereſt than Affection, 
by her Parents Choice, than her own Inclination, King 
Edward had the eaſier Task to win her, and to cauſe 
her to break through all the Obligations of her Duty, 
She lived many Years in King Edward's Court, and 
tho' he had many Concubines, and ſome of them of 
greater Quality, yet he loved her beſt for her ingenious 
and witty Behaviour. She demeaned her ſelf with ad- 
mirable Prudence, was not exalted by the King's Favour, 
but always uſed it more to the Benefit of others, than 
her ſelf. Where the King took Diſpleaſure againſt any 
Man, ſhe would mitigate his Anger: For many Ot- 
fenders ſhe obtained Remiſſions ot Fines and Pardons, 
and cauſed many confiſcated Eſtates to be returned for 
none, or very ſmall Reward. She was more delirous 
to ſerve others than inrich her ſelf; rather to do good 
Turns than receive them. She was affable and oblig- 
ing, generous and charitable ; and in a Word, her A- 
dultery was her only Fault; and tho' indeed ſhe was 
afterwards, in her old Age, reduc'd to Poverty; yet it 
was a Reproach to hundreds that ſhe was ſo, whom ſhe 


kept from Beggary; who, if they had been grateful to 


requite her for thoſe Kindneſſes in her Want, that ſte 
ſcorn'd to ſell in her Proſperity, ſhe might have lived 
till her Death in a Condition equal to her Birth and 
Degree. 

The Protector had given Orders, that on the ſame 
Day that the Lord Chamberlain Haſlivg: was beheaded 
at London, the Earl of Rivers, and Lord Gray, the one 
Brother, the other Son to the Queen, ſhould be behead- 
ed at Pontefract, and alſo Richard Hauſe, and Sir Thomas 
Vaughan. Their Execution was committed to the Care 
of bir Richard Ratchf, a great Favourite of the Pro- 
tector's. The Manner of their Execution was as bar- 
barous as unjuſt; great and heavy Accuſations were 
laid againſt them, but none prov'd. They had not ſo 


much as the Formality of a Tryal, but beiug brought 
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on the Scaffold, on the Day appointed, and branded in 1 Ed. v. 
eneral with the Name of Traitors, were beheaded. WW 


he Lord Rrvers would fain have declared his Inno- 
cency, but Kateliſf would not ſuffer him, and ſo he 
died in Silence. Sir Thomas Vaughan would not ſuf- 
fer his Mouth to be ſtopped, but as he was going to the 
Block he ſaid aloud, A Miſchief take them that eæpound- 
ed the Prophecy, which foretold that G. ſhould deſtroy 
King Edward's Children, of George, Duke of Cla- 
rence, who for that Suſpicion is now dead; for there ſtill 
remained Richard G. i. e. Dube of Gloceſter, who wow 
I ſee is he that ſhall and will 40 0 King Edward's Chil- 
dren, aud all his Allies and Friends, as appeareth by us 
this Day; againſt ubom I appeal to the High Tribunal of 
God for this wrongful Murther, and our real Innocency. 
To which Sir Richard Rateliff replied, You have made 
a goodly Appeal, lay down your Head, Yea, ſaid Sir 


Thomas, but I die in the Right, take you heed, that jou 


die not in the Wrong ; and having ſaid this he was be- 
headed. | 


The Protector having remov'd thoſe he thought The Protec- 
would moſt ſtrenuouſly oppoſe his Deſigns, his next orclakPro- 


„ 


Step was to engage the City of London in his Intereſt,” 


and to that End he gained the Lord Mayor's Brother, 
Dr. John Shaw, a Prieſt, and Friar Pinker, Provincial 
of the Auguſtin Friars, to his Intereſt. The Lord 
Mayor was to draw the City to the Protector's Will, 
and to ſuppreſs Tumults. The other two being Do- 
ctors of Divinity, and accounted famous Preachers, 
their Buſineſs was to prove the Baſtardy of the two 
Princes, Sons to Edward the Fourth, and by thoſe 
ſpecious Pretexts to exclude them from the Crown. 
Pinter was appointed to preach at the Spittle, and Shaw 
at St. Paul's Croſs; their Inſtructions were to inſiſt eſpe- 
cially on two Things; the firlt was, That King Eq- 
„ward and the Duke of Clarence were both the Iſſue 
4 of Adultery ; That they were not Sons to the Duke of 
Verb, whoſe only legitimate Heir the Protector was.” 
The ſecond was, 


* to the Lady Lucy before he married their Mother; 
for both which Reaſons the Protector muſt be the 
* only Heir to the Crown :” But becauſe the firſt of 
theſe was highly ſcandalous and reflecting upon the 


hat Edward's Children were not 
* only ſpurious upon that Account, but born in an 
© illegitimate Marriage, he having been firſt engaged 


O O 2 whole 
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1423." whole Houſe of York, and the Protector's Mother in par- 


A ticular, they were not to treat of that in direct Terms, 
: but by oblique Inſinuations: But as to the ſecond Point, 
they were to be bare-fac'd without Reſerve. Pinker, 
having gotten to about the Middle of his Diſcourſe, 
loſt his Voice, and ſo was forced to leave off. Shaw 
Shaw's Ser- preaching at Paul's Croſt, took for his Text this Sen- 
mon. tence out of the Wiſdom of Solomon, Baſtard Plants 
Hall take no deep Root; and after _— alledg'd many 
Things to prove his Poſition, and ſaid many odious 
Things againſt the Legitimacy of King Edward's Fa- 
mily, he began a long Panegyrick upon the Protector, 
Nis Device telling the People, That he was the only Image of his Fa- 
to movern® cher for Valour, and all other good Qualifications. The 
ende. Project was, that when Shaw was juſt entring upon 
this Encomium, the Protector ſhould appear, as if it 
had been by Chance, ſo that the People taking the 
Doctor's Words as coming from the immediate In- 
ſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, might cry out, God ſave 
King Richard: But the Protector coming a little too 
late, the Doctor in a diſorderly Manner reaſſumed his 
Subject, and carried it on after ſuch a fulſom Way be- 
fore his Face, that the People were ſeiſed with Indig- 
nation at his Flattery and Treaſon; ſo that the Pro- 
tector being out of Countenance, returned confus'd to 
his Palace; and the Preacher having ended his Sermon, 
went home, hid himſelf for Shame, and underſtand- 
ing, by his Friends, how much he was condemn'd, 

died a few Days after for Grief. 
The Duke This notable Sermon was delign'd as a Preparatory 
of — to the Duke of Buckingham's Oration on the 7 reſday 
nagement in following, to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
Fucur or mon Council of London, who were ſummon'd by the 
che Protec- Protector, to meet for that End at the Guild-Hall of the 
mw City; where the Duke mounting the Huſtings, and Si- 
lence being commanded in the Protector's Name, he 
made a long and plauſible Speech to the Aſſembly, 
« highly aggravating all the Mifmanagements, Calami- 
« ties, and Cruelties of King Edward's Reign, with De- 
* {ignto bring an Odium upon his Poſterity, inſiſting 
* upon Shaw's Sermon as a clear Proof of the Illegiti- 
„ macy of King Edward's Children, and that the Pro- 
e tector was the only undoubted Heir to the Crown; 
„telling them, that the Lords of the Realm were ſo 


well latisfied in that Particular, that they had come 
to 
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to a Reſolution to have him for their King; and that 1 E. v. 
he was come to acquaint them with it, and to defire WW 


&« their Concurrence.” Having ended his Oration, he 
expected the People would have cried, God ſave King 
Richard; but all were huſh and ſilent, as if the Audi- 
tory were confounded at the Extravagance of the Pro- 
poſal; at which the Duke being ſurpriſed, took the 
Lord Mayor afide, and asked him, om comes it the 
People are ſo ſtill? who not knowing what to ſay, an- 
ſwered, That he thought he was not tell underſtood. Up- 
on this the Duke repeated his Speech with a little Va- 
riation, but with much Grace and Eloquence, bur to 
no better Effect; for the Citizens ſtill continued filent. 
Then the Mayor told the Duke, The Citizens had not 
been accuſtomed to hear any but the Recorder, who was the 
Mouth of the City; and perhaps they would take it better 
from him. Thereupon the Recorder was commanded 
to move the ſame Matter to them, which he did much 
againſt his Will, and managed his Speech ſo well, as 
to be underſtood to ſpeak the Duke's Senſe, and not 
his own. The People keeping Silence as before, the 
Duke told the Mayor, they are wonderfully obſtinate in 
their Silence; then ſtanding up a third I ime, he ſaid, 
Dear Friends, we came here to acquaint you with a Thing 
we needed not to have done, had it not been for the Affection 
we bear you. The Lords and Commons could have deter- 
mined the Matter without you, but would gladly have 
you join with ns, which is for your Honour and Profit, 
tho” you do not ſee it, nor conſider it: We require you 
therefore, to give your Anſwer one Way or another, Whe- 
ther you are willing, as the Lords are, to have the moſt ex- 
cellent Prince, the Lord Protector, to be your King, or 
not? The Aſſembly then began ro murmur, and at 
laſt ſome of the Protector's and Duke's Servants, ſome 
of the London Apprentices, and the Rabble that croud- 
ed into the Hall, cried out, King Richard, King Ri- 
chard, and threw up their Hats in Token of Joy, tho 

the Citizens turning about kept their former Silence. 
The Duke perceiv'd eaſily enough who they were that 
made thoſe Acclamations, but as tho* it had been ge- 
neral, took hold of it, ſaying, *Tis 4 goodly and joyful 
Cry, to hear every Man with one Voice agree t0 it, and 
10 Body ſay no; 2 therefore, dear Friends, we ſee you 


are all as due Man, inclined to have this noble Prince to 
be your King, we ſhall report the Matter ſo — 
0 3 _ 


566 The Hiſtory of ENGL AND; 


1483. to him, that we doubt not but twill be much to your Ad. 
” vantage. We therefore require you to attend us to Mor- 
row with your joint Petition to hts Grace, as hath been 
already agreed on between us. Upon this the Aſſembly 
broke up, and moſt departed with a melancholy Coun- 
| tenance, and a more melancholy. Heart. 
He with the The next Morning the Mayor and Aldermen, and 
cirnensPe” the Chief of the Common Council went to Baynard's 
pr cector to Caſtle in Thames-Street, where the Protector then re- 
accept of the ſided; and the Duke of Brckiugham, attended with ſe- 
crown. veral Lords and Gentlemen, came thither alſo. The 
Duke ſent a Meſſage to the Protector, That an Aſſembly 
of honourable Perſons was come to wait upon his Grace, 
about a Matter of great Importance. The Protector 
made ſome Difficulty of coming forth to them, as if 
he was jealous, whether their Errand was good or 
not. The Duke of Bactingbam took this Occaſion to 
intimate to the Lord Mayor, how little the Protector 
knew of their Deſign; and therefore ſent another Meſ- 
ſage, in a very ſubmiſſive Manner, to tell him, that the 
Buſineſs was not to be imparted to any Body but him- 
ſelf. At length his Grace came forth, yet with ſo much 
affected Diffidence, that he ſeem'd unwilling to draw 
near them, till he knew their Buſineſs, appearing in a 
Gallery above, with a Biſhop on each Side of him, as if 
he was (till apprehenſive of ſome evil Deſign. Then 
the Duke of Buckingham making a very low Reverence, 
begged two Things of his Grace; the one was, T hat 
he would permit him to make a humble Supplication to 
him; the other, That he would pardon him if it ſhould 
prove unacceptable to him; for tho' he aim'd at nothing 
but his Honour, and the good of the Kingdom, yet he 
ſeared his Modeſty might take it contrary to their In- 
tentions. To this the Protector anſwered, He was fo 
aſſured of theic Integrity, that he hoped they would 
propels nothing that would be diſpleaſing to him. Then 
uckiazaam, after he had in a long and pathetical Speech, 
euumexated the Grievances of the Kingdom, told him, 
That they were come to petition him, that conſidering 
the illegitimate Birth of King Edward's Children, he 
would in Commiſeration to the Publick, together with 
the Government, accept of the Crown, for the Honour 
of God and Good of the Realm. The Protector ſeemed 
mightily ſurpriſed, and anſwered, that tho* he knew 
the I hings he alledged to be true, yet he lone, = 
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Edward and his Children above any Crown whatſoe- EA. v. 
ver, and therefore could not grant their Requeſt ; how- WWW 


ever he pardoned their Petition, and thanked them for 
their Love, but deſired them to be obedient to the Prince 


under whom himſelf and they lived at that Time, and 


whom he would ſerve with his Perſon and Advice, to 
the beſt of his Capacity. | 

This Anſwer being given, the Duke of Buckingham 
murmured a little, then ſtep'd aſide as if he had conſult- 


ed the Noblemen and the Lord Mayor, and then re- 


turning again, asked a ſecond Pardon, which being 
granted, he declared aloud to the Protector, That they 
wereall agreed not to have any of King Edward's Race 


to reign over them; that they had gone too far to go 


back; ſo that if his Grace would be pleaſed to take the 
Crown upon him, they humbly beſeeched him to do it; 
but if he did abſolutely refuſe it, which they ſhould be 


loath to hear, they muſt, and would look out for ſome _ 


worthy Perſon that would accept of their Propoſal. 
The Protector ſeeming to be affrighted at theſe Threats, 
ſeem'd to comply a little, and after ſpoke to them as 
follows. Since we perceive the whole Realm is bent up- 
on it, not to have King Edward's Children to govern them, 
of which we are ſorry; and knowing that the Crown can 
belong to no Man ſo juſtly as to our ſelf, the right Heir, 
lawfully begotten of the Body of our moſt dear Father, 
Richard, late . Dake of York, to which Title is now 
joined your Election, the Nobles and Commons of this 
Realm, which we of all Titles take to be the moſt valu- 
able; we are content, and agree favourably to receive your 
Petition and Requeſt, — accordingly take upon us the 
regal Eſtate, Prehemimnenee, aud K. 
noble Realms of England and France; the one from this 
Day forward, to be by us and our Heirs governed and de- 
fended ; the other by 
to * ubdued, and for ever eſtabliſhed in due Obedience to 
the Realm of England; and we ask God to live no longer 


than we intend to procure its Advancement. Atthe Cloſe 


of this Speech there was a great Shout of God ſave Kix 
Richard. Then the Lords went up to him and kiſſe 


his Hand, and the People departed talking diverſely of . 


the Matter, every one as he was guided by his Intereſt, 
or Humour, It was eaſy to perceive, that tho the Pro- 
tector made ſo ſtrange of the Matter, yet it was acted 


in Concert with him, and that theſe Stage-like Actions 
0 04 were 


ingdoms of the tuo 


God's Aſſiſtance and your Valoar, - 
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were only to amuſe the People. Here ended the ima. 
ginary Reign of King Edward the Fifth, upon the eigh: 
teenth Day of June, 1483, after a Continuance of on- 
ly two Months and twelve Days; he being at that Time 
about twelve Years and ſeven Months old. 


4 
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| Metra ICHARD Dake of Gloceſter was the eighth and 


claimed 
King. - 


youngeſt Son of Richard, Duke of York, and was 
ſomething leſs than thirty Years of Age when he aſſumed 
the Crown. The next Day atter he had been proclaimed 
King, he went to Heſtminſter, ſat himſelf down in the 
Court of King's Bench, made a very gracious Speech 
to the Aſſembly, prom ſing them halcyon Days; and 
to begin with a Shew of Clemency, he pronounced Par- 
don of all Offences committed againſt him, and ordered 
one Fogge, whom he hated, and who had fled to SanQuz- 
ry for Fear of him, to be brought before him, and 
taking him by the Hand in the Sight of all the People, 
gave him Aſſurances of his Love and Affection; which 
Act, tho' the common People took it for a Token of 
his forgiving Temper, yet the better adviſed took it for 
Artifice and Diſſimulation. In his Return to the Pa- 
lace he ſaluted all he met, but eſpecially thoſe whomhe 
knew had no Affection for him, thinking by this ſervile 
Flattery to inſinuate himſelf into their Minds, and ſo 
to eſtabliſh his Government. From this mock Election 
that was in June, he commenced his Reign, and was 
crowned in July with the ſame Proviſion that had been 
made for the Coronation of his Nephew Prince Ea. 
ward. But to be ſure of his Enemies: he ſent for five 
thouſand Men out of the North, where he was molt 
favoured, to aſſiſt at the Aſſembly. Theſe came up to 
Town ill cloathed, and worſe harneſſed; their Horſes 
poor, and their Arms ruſty, who being muſtered in Fs 
bury Fields, became the Subject of the Spectators Deti- 
lion. The Appearance of theſe rude Fellows in Arms, 
gave 
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gave the People Cauſe to ſuſpect, that as he was con- 1 Ri. In. 
cious of his Guilt, fo he was apprehenſive of his Pu- WWW 


niſnment. 


On the fourth of July he went by Water to the He makes 
Tower with his Wife Aun and his young Son. There new Titles. 


he created Lord Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, 
and his Son Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, Wil- 
liam, Lord Berkley, Earl of Nottingham, and Francis, 
Lord Lovel, Viſcount Lovel, and — Chamberlain 
of his Houſhold, and likewiſe made ſeventeen Knights 
of the Bath. The Archtiſhop of York, the Biſhop of 
Ely, and Lord Stanley, had been Priſoners in the Tower 
ever ſince the beheading of the Lord Haſtings, The 
Lord Stanley was ſet at Liberty, and made Lord Stew- 
ard of the Houſhold : But this was more out of Fear 
than Love, becauſe his Son, the Lord Strange, was 
railing Men in Lincolnſbire. The Archbiſhop he ſet at 
Liberty, thinking himſelf out of any Danger from him, 
being peaceably poſſeſs'd of the Kingdom: But Dr. 
orton, the Biſhop of Ely, was not ſet at Liberty, be- 
cauſe he having been ſo faithful a Servant to King Ed- 
ward the Fourth, he was ſure he would never conſent 
to his Childrens Deprivation and his Uſurpation ; but 
was removed from the Tower, and committed to the 
Charge of the Duke of Bxckingham, who undertook 
to keep him in ſafe Cuſtody at his Manor of Brecknock. 


This Biſhop Morton was a Man of no high Birth, The Cauſe of 
but being of great Repute in the Univerſity of Oxford, de 
Henry the Sixth ſent for him and made him a Privy mond. 


Counſellor ; and after him King Edward retained him 
in the ſame Poſt of Honour, and knowing his Integri- 


ÞL at his Death made choice of him for one of his 
xe 


cutors. King Richard knowing his Loyalty to King 
Edward's Family, having made I rial of it while he was 
in the Tower, was afraid of him, and would till have 
kept him Priſoner ; but the Univerſity of Oxford inter- 
ceeding for his Enlargement, and he being unwillin 
to diſoblige that Body, conſented to his being remove 
from thence to the Duke of Buckingham's Caſtle in 


- Brecknockſhire in Wales, where they afterwards con- 


ſpired King Richard's Fall. 


4 


From the Tower the next Day, being the fifth of King Ri- 
July, King Richard rode through the City of London, cnc 


in mighty Pomp, with a ſplendid Train of Noblemen, 
conſiſting 


ronation. 
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confiſting of three Dukes, nine Earls, two Viſcounts, 
twenty Barons, and ſeventy eight Knights, all very rich- 
ly dreſſed : But amongſt them all the Duke of Back- 
1ngham made the moſt ſplendid Appearance, having the 
Capariſons of his Horſe ſo charg'd with golden Em- 
broidery, ' that it was. born up by Footmen. The 
Day following, King Richard, with Ann his Wife, 
( who was Daughter to the great Eart of Warwick, 
who had made and unmade two preceding Kings, and 
Widow to Prince Edward, Son to Henry the Sixth) 
was crowned at Weſtminſter, with more than uſual 
Solemnity : which being ended, he diſmiſſed all the 
Lords that they might go to their own Houſes, giv- 
ing them a ſtrict Charge to- ſee that their ſeveral 
Counties were well governed, and Juſtice duly ad- 
miniſtred : But he kept the Lord Stanley with him, 
till he heard his Son the Lord Strange had disbanded 
the Forces he had raiſed. He liberally rewarded and 
diſmiſſed his five thouſand Northern Men, who va- 
lued themſelves ſo much upon the King's Favour, that 
they became ſo inſolent and tumultuous, that he was 
— to take a Journey into the North to reclaim 

em. c 

King Richard not accounting bimſelf firm enough 
ſettled in the Throne, while his two Nephews were 


make away alive, contrived their Deſtruction in a Progreſs he made 


with his two to Gloceſter, and to that End ſent John Green, a truſty 
Nephews. 


Servant, with Letters to Sir Robert Brackenbary, Con- 
ſtable of the Tower, commanding him to put them to 
Death; but he returned him Anſwer, He would ſooner 
die himſelf than obey that Command; at which King Ki- 
chard was highly diſpleaſed, and ſaid to a Page of his 


the ſame Night, Alas! who is there that a Man can truſt? 


T hoſe that I have brought up my ſelf, thoſe that I thought 
would be moſt _ to ſerve me, even thoſe fail me and 
will not do what I command them. The Page replied, 
Sir, there lier a Man on a Pallat in the onter Chamber, 
who I am ſure will think nothing too hard 12 1 re- 

ire him to do, meaning one James Tyrrel, The King 
owing him to be an aſpiring Man, thought the Page 
had hit upon the Man, and immediately went to the 
Chamber, where he found him and his Brother on a Pal- 
Ht Bed, to whom he ſaid merrily, Lat] are you a-Bed 
Jo ſoon, Gentlemen? And calling Tyrrel to him, _ 
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him his Mind, and what he would have him to do. 1 Ri. III. 


He readily undertook that execrable Deſign, and the 
next Day the King ſent him with a Letter to Sir Robert 
Brackenbury, requiring him to deliver Tyrrel the Keys 
of the Tower, for one Night, that he might accom- 
pliſh the King's Pleaſure in certain Things he had com- 
manded him about; and Sir Robert obeyed the Orders. 
The two innocent young Princes were more ſtrictly 
kept, affer. their Uncle had quitted the Title of Pro- 
tector, and took upon him that of King, than they had 
been befbre; for they had all their Servants taken from 
them, auͤd others whom they knew not, appointed to 
attend them, and were debarred Vilitss Edward, the 
eldeſt, when the News was brought to him, that his 
Uncle was crowned,. ſighed and ſaid, Ab would 
my Uncle let me have my Life, he might tale my Kingdom. 
The Perſon, who told him ſo, comforted him as well 
as he could; but ſoon after this they were ſhut up cloſe, 
and one Servant only allowed to attend them. Then 
the young King was ſenſible what would be his Fate, 


and gave himſelf over to melancholy ' Apprehenſions, 
and neveg put off his Cloaths after this Time, till 


the Arrival of this fatal Night. Zyrrel contrived 
to have them murthered in the Night, and appointed 
one Miles Foreſt, a noted Ruffian, and John Digbton, 
his Groom, a luſty Fellow, to ſee the Execution done. 


Thefe Perſons entred the young Princes Chamber at hey are 
Midnight, and finding them falt aſleep, wraped them murdered it 
up in the Bed-Cloaths, ſtop'd their Mouths with the 


Bolſter and Pillows, and ſo ſtifled them; and when 
they perceived they were dead, they laid their Bo- 
dies out naked upon the Bed, and fetched Tyrrel to 
ſee them ; who having buried them under a Heap of 


Stones, near the Bottom of the Stairs, he took Horſe 


and rode immediately to King Kichard to acquaint 
him that the Buſineſs was diſpatched ; at which he 
was ſo highly pleaſed, that it is faid he conterred 
the Honour of Knighthood on him, tho” he ſeemed 
not to approve of their being buried in ſo mean a Man- 
ner : Upon which Sir Robert Brackenbary's Chaplain 
took up their Bodies, and buried them privately in a 
Place, that by his dying ſoon after, was never known 
till Auno 1674, in the Reign of King Charles the Se- 
cond, * 
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1483, It was not long, before both the Contriver and Actors 
Even Of this horrible Villainy met with Rewards ſuitable to 
geance upon their Deſerts; for King Richard himſelf could never be 
the Mur- at Reſt, his Guilt haunting him like a Spectre; his 
therers. Countenance was wild, his Eyes diſtracted and galtly ; 

he was afraid of his own Shadow ; he wore a Coat of 


Mail under his Cloaths ; his Limbs trembled, and his 


Hand was always upon his Dagger ready to ſtrike; his 

Sleep was ever diſturbed with trightful Dreams, which 

often cauſed him to jump out of his Bed and run about 

his Chamber; and at laſt he was flain in the Battle at Boſ- 

worth, and his Body ignominiouſly treated. Sir James 

Tyrrel was beheaded for Treaſon on Tower hill, in the 

Reign of King Heury the Seventh, having firſt confeſ- 

ſed this Murther. Miles Foreſt dyed miſerably, having 

almoſt all his Members rotted away by Piece Meal, 

and Dighton having liv'd ſometime at Calais ina wretch- 

ed Condition, died in great Ignominy, being hated by 
1 | | 
1484. King Richard having procured the young Princes to 
— be diſpatched out of the Way, that he might render his 
ed a fecond Crown more ſecure, cauſed himſelf to be crowned a 
Time at fecond Time at Tor, and inveſted his Son Edward in 
* the Principality of Wales, and procured a Parliament 


who adjudg'd the Marriage of his Brother Edward the 


Fourth with the Lady Gray to be unlawful, by Reaſon 

of a Prior Contract, and declared their Children to be 
legitimate and incapable of the Crown. But he did 

not long enjoy the Fruits of this bloody Policy ; for 

he ſoon found himſelf diſappointed, firſt by the untime- 

Iy Death of his Son, and then by the Revolt of the 

The Dukeof Chief Inſtrument of his Advancement, and principal 
— ng Supporter the Duke of Buchingham. The Reaſon of 
= his Diſcontent is ſaid to be an Agreement between 
the King and Duke, that the latter ſhould have all the 


Lands belonging to the Duke of Hereford, to which he 


pretended to have a Title by his Deſcent from the 
Houſe of Lancaſter : But theſe Lands having fallen 
from the Houfe of Lancaſter, and being annexed to 
the Crown, King Richard was afraid that if he were 
poſſeſſed of them, they would make him too great, and 
therefore when he demanded them, he rejected his De- 
mands with Indignation and Threats; which the Duke 
10 highly reſented, that he feign'd himſelf ſick, that he 
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might not attend at the Coronation ; upon which King 2 Ri. III. 


Richard ſent him Word, that if he would not come, he 
would cauſe him to be brought thither. Upon which he 
did attend the Coronation, and in that magnificent Man- 
ner before recited; but with ſach Diſcontent, that he 
could not behold the Crown on Richard's Head, but 
turn'd his Face away. 


This Breach ſoon grew wider; for having retir'd him- His Deſigns 


ſelf to his Caſtle at Brecknock in Wales, he convers'd 
much with Dr. Morton the Biſhop of Ely, whom he 
had there in keeping, and there compleated his Reſolu- 
tions of advancing the Earl of Richmond to the Throne. 
The Biſhop having ſeveral Conferences with the Duke, 
found his Affections much alienated from King Ri- 
chard, and therefore took the Freedom © to inveigh 
« againſt his numerous Crimes and Enormities; and at 
« Jaſt preſs'd the Duke, as being of the Houſe of Lan- 
e caſter, to take upon him the Title of King, and af- 
« ſume the Crown of England.” The Duke on the 
other Hand, told him; ** he had indeed an Intention ſo 
to have done, but upon Re-conſideration, he found that 
« the Earl of Richmond was the neareſt Heir of the Houſe 
f Lancaſter, who if he married the Lady Elizabeth, 
« eldeſt Daughter to King Edward IV. and the neareſt 
« Heir of the Houſe of York, he might both ſet afide 
„King Richard, and put a final Period to all the Trou- 
„ bles and Calamities of the Nation.” This was ex- 
treamly pleaſing to the Biſhop of 8. who immediate- 
ly fell into Conſultation with the Duke how to bring 
this Matter about. And it was reſolved between them 
immediately to treat with the Counteſs of Richmond the 
Earl's Mother, for he himſelf was at that Time in Bre- 
zague. And accordingly one Reginald Bray, a Man 
well vers'd in negotiating great Affairs, was tent for to 
Brecknock, and diſpatched with Inſtructions to the Coun- 
tels his Miſtreſs, which were to the Purpoſe follow- 
ing, That conſidering the Quiet ofthe Kingdom could 
« not be effected, but by advancing the Earl of Rich- 
mond to the Crown, and uniting the two Houſes of 
« Laxcaſter and York by Marriage; the Counteſs of 
* Richmond ſhould treat of tnat Maner with Queen E- 
lixabeth, and having obtain'd that her eldeſt Daughter 
« ſhould marry the Earl of Richmond, ſhe ſhould ſend 


to her Sou into Bretagne, who, if he would promiſe 


1 


againſt Ki 
Richard, * 
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e to marry her whenever he ſhould be crown'd, they 


«© would engage to make him King. 

Bray being diſpatched with this Meſſage, the Biſhop 
defired to depart beyond Sea to manage the Affair. 
The Duke was very unwilling to part with fo wiſe a 
Counſellor, but the Biſhop being eagerly bent upon it, 
had not Patience to wait while the Duke raiſed For- 
ces, as he had promiſed, to ſend along with him to 
guard him in his Journey, but ſtole away in Diſguiſe, 
and got over into Flanders, where he was more ſer- 
viceable in the Affair, than he could have been in Eu- 
land. However his Departure was of fatal Conſe- 


' quence to the Duke; for wanting his Advice, and 


The Plot 
carried on 
between the 
Counteſs of 
Richmond, 
gnd Queen 
Elingheth. 


_— with unexpected Accidents, it - proved his 
uin. ' 

In the mean Time, Reginald Bray returned to his 
Miſtreſs the Counteſs of Richmond, and informed her 
of what had been concerted betwixt the Dnke and the 
Biſhop, who immediately approv'd of the Defigns ; bur 
the Queen being ſtill in Sanctuary, ſhe thought it not 
per to go-to her in Perſon, leſt it ſhould give Um- 
ge to King Richard, and therefore ſent ker Phyſician, 
one Lewis, a learned Welfimar, vrho went to her under 
the ſpecions Pretence of viſiting her, rpon Account of 


* 


her Health. He n eres Acceſs, and opened the 
1 


Matter, the Queen readily embraced the Offer, and 
promiſed to uſe her utmoſt Endeavours ta bring about 


that Deſign. Lewis having acquainted the Counteſs - 


his Miſtreſs with the Queen's Reſolutions, ſhe imme- 


diately proceeded in the Aﬀair with all the Diſpatch 
imaginable; and Doctor Lewis went frequently to and 
fro, as a Meſſenger between the Queen and the Coun- 
teſs, till Matters were fully concluded between them. 
While theſe Things were tranſacting, Bray was ap- 

inted to engage as many Perſons of Quality as he 
could in the Earl's Intereſt, and the Queen on her ſide 
made the Earl many Friends; and Thomas Ramney was 
ſent to the Earl to give him notice to prepare for his 
Return to Exgland, and Hugh Conway ſoon after him; 


the one being to take his Way through Cornwal by 


Plymonth, and the other through Kent; that if one 
ſhould unfortunately miſcarry, the other ſhould effedt 
the Buſineſs ; but they were both ſo ſucceſsfu! that they 
arrived in Bretagye, not many Hours the one after 3 

Other. 
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other. Their Meſſage to the Earl was, That he was 2 Ri. III. 
« ſent for as King nominated by the great Men, ane * 
« deſitred by all; that the Queen and Duke of Bacſting- 

&© ham had agreed to his Marriage with the Lady El; 
« -abeth, and that he ſhould come over with the ut- 
« moſt Expedition, and land in Hales, wherehe ſhould 
« find Friends and Aſſiſtance according to his De- 
« fire.” 7 

Theſe Meſſengers communicating their Meſſage to The Earl af 
the Earl of Richmond, he received it very joyfully, and — 2 nt 
imparted the Secret to the Duke of Bretagne; who, «© 
notwithſtanding King Richard's Threats and Promiſes, 
had given him his Liberty, and now promiſed to affiſt him 
with Money and Troops for his intended Expedition. 
The Earl having received ſuch Encouragement, ſent the 
Meſſengers back to England, to ſatisfy the Queen 
and Counteſs of his Readineſs to comply with the 
Terms propoſed, and of the Duke of Bretagne's 
miſing to lend him both Men and Money. The Earl's 
Adherents being informed of this, took Courage, and 
began their Preparations for his Reception: While 
others privately ſolicited the People to prepare them 
for an Inſurrection; and the Biſhop of E ly wrote from 
Flanders, to ſuch as he knew hated King Richard, and 
by his Authority very much promoted the Buſineſs: 
Tho' this Deſign was carried on with great Secrecy; King Ri 
yet it 75 not be * 3 the — — — 
of the King, who having placed his Spies in all 1 * 
had ſuch . from them, that he did not — — 
but that there was a Plot carrying on to dethrone him, 
and to ſet up the Earl of Richmond, and therefore im- 
mediately betook himſelf to Arms. And concluding 
the Duke of Buckingham to be the prime Mover, he 
firſt ſenta Meſſenger to him with Letters full of Cour- 
teſie and large Promiſes, inviting him to come to Lon- 
don; but the Duke pretending Indiſpoſition, excuſed 
nimſelf, The King enraged to find his Artifices un- 
ſucceſsful, ſent him a Letter commanding him on his 
Allegiance to come to him. The Duke anſwered as 
roughly, That he would not expoſe himſelf to bis mor- 
tal Enemy, whom he neither lov'd, nor wouldſerve. Thus 
without any farther Diſſimulation, both the King and 
Duke prepare for War ; at the Rumour of which, the 


Marquiſs of Dorſet, Son to the Queen Dowager, who 
was 


* 
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was then in Torkfprre, quitted his Sanctuary, and im- 
mediately ſet about raiſing Forces in that Country. Sir 
Edward Courtney, and his Brother the Biſhop of Ex- 
eter, did the ſame in Devonſhire and Cornwal ; and Sir 
Richard Guilford, and many others, did the ſame in 
Kent. The King hearing of theſe Inſurrections, muſ- 
tering all his Forces, marched againſt the Duke of 
Buckingham toward Salisbury, while the latter with an 
Army of Velſbmen advanced towards Gloceſter, in- 
tending to paſs the Severn there, and thence to pro- 
ceed into the Welt to join the Courtneys, which it he 
could have effected, King Richard's Reign, would not 
in Probability, have been ſo long by a Year. But it hap- 


pened that the River Sever» was ſo ſwoln by great and 


continual Rains for ten Days together, that it over- 
flowed all the neighbouring Country, carrying away 
Men, Women, and Children in their Beds. Theſe 
Floods, as they hindred the Duke's paſſing the Severn to 


bis Friends, fo it hindred their coming to him. This 


Flood continuing, the Duke's Soldiers almoſt drowned 


with Rain, and half famiſhed for Want of Proviſions, 


deſerted by Degrees, till at laſt he had none left about 
him, but his.domeſtick Servants. Nor could Entrea- 
ties, or 1 hreats, keep them together; ſo he was for- 
ced to fly with the reſt, and retired near Shrewsbxry, to 


the Houſe of a Servant of his, Hzamphry Baniſter, who 
being exceedingly obliged to him upon all Accounts, 
he depended upon remaining there in Safety, till he could 


either gather new Forces, or rctire into Bretagne to the 
Earl of Richmond. | 


TheDukeof Upon the News of the disbanding of the Duke's 


Buckingham 
taken and 
beheaded. 


Army, thoſe in Kent, Devonſhire, and Cornwal, laid 
down their Arms, and fled into SanQtuaries, tome be- 
yond Spes, and molt of the chief of them to the Earl 
of Richmond in Bretagne. King Richard ſent to all 
the Ports, and ordered all Paſſengers to be ſtop'd, put- 
ing outa Proclamation, offering the Reward of a Thou- 


ſand Pounds for the apprehending the Duke of Buching- 


ham : And beſides this he made extraordinary Prepara- 
tions at Sea; being aſſured that the Earl of Richmond 
was to be afliſted both with Men and Money from the 
Duke of Bretagne, he ſent many Ships to the Coaſt, 
either to fight him, or hinder him from landing in Exg land. 


Baniſter having heard of the Proclamation, gave no- 
tice to the Sheriff of Shropſhire, who coming to Bani. 


ſter 


— 


— 
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ſter's Houſe, found the Duke in the Habit of a Day- 2 Ri. 1. 


Labourer digging in the Garden, and apprehending N 


him ſent him to King R:chard, who was at that Time 
at Shrewsbary. He denied not the Conſpiracy, and 
earneſtly defired to be admitted into the King's Pre- 
ſence, as ſome ſay with an Intention to beg Mercy, 
but as others, to have killed the King with a Dagger 
he wore under his Cloaths. But Richard would not ad- 
mit him, but ordered him to be beheaded in the Mar- 
ket Place, as were alſo many others with him. Bani- 

er demanded the thouſand Pounds promiſed in the 
Proclamation, but Rzchard refuſed to pay him, ſaying, 
He that would betray ſo good a Maſter, would be falſe to 
any other. And he and his whole Family were de- 
ſtroyed by Judgments from Heaven, as Sir Thomas 
More obſerved. 


During theſe Tranſactions at Home, the Earl of The Earl of 


Richmond not hearin 
Misfortune, being aſſiſted by the Duke of Bretagne, 
ſet fail with a Fleet of forty Ships, and five thoutand 
Men for England. They had not been long at Sea be- 
fore they met with a Storm that ſcattered their Fleet ; 
and the Ship which carried the Earl was driven on the 
Engliſh Coaſt, to the Mouth of the Haven of Pool 
in Dorſetſhire. Here he caſt Anchor, expecting the 
Arrival of his other Ships, and finding the Shoar all 
covered over with Men, he ſent a Boat on Shoar, to 
diſcover whether they were his Friends or not. Be« 
ing come within Call, thoſe on Shoar ſaid, they were 


ſent to conduct them zo the Dake of Buckingham, , 


lay with a great Army, not far diſtant, expeding 
the landing of the Earl of Richmond, who might ea- 
fily rain Tat Richard, he being deſerted by moſt of his 
Men. The Earl ſuſpecting the Deceit, and perceiy- 
ing he was alone, the reſt of his Fleet not appear- 
ing, he weighed Anchor and returned to France, and 
landed in , where he refreſhed his Men two 
or three Days; and then ſent a Gentleman to Charles 
VIII. the French King, deſiring Paſsports through his 
Territories into Bretagne, which he readily granted 
him, and alſo gave him a conſiderable Sum of Money. 
Being arrived in Bretagne, he heard of the ill Succeſs 
of his Affairs in Exgland, and of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham's Death, and found the Marqueſs of Dorſes, 
and many others of his Companions, which very much 
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1484, dejected him; yet was very glad at their ſafe Arrival, 
—YWpromiling himſelf ſome Advantage by their Advice 


and Aſſiitance. This Diſappointment did not ſo diſ- 
courage them, but that they reſolved to proceed in 
their Deſign, and to make the Earl King, upon Con- 
dition that he married the Princeſs Elixabeth, Daughter 


to Edward IV. Which he having ſworn in the Ca- 


thedral Church of Rennes to perform, the Marqueſs of 
Dorſet, and all the reſt, did Homage to the Earl, as 
their actual King. The Earl acquainted the Duke of 


Bretagne with theſe Proceedings, deſiring another Fleet, 


with the Aſſiſtance of Men and Money, which the 
Duke generouſly granted him. 

In the mean Time King R:chard proceeded with great 
Severity againſt the Friends of the Earl of Richmond. 
He cauſed the High Sheriff of Miliſhire to be put to 
Death for writing this Rhime, | 


The Cat, the Rat, and Lovel the Dog, 
Do govern England ander a Hog. 


Alluding to Catesby, Ratcliſt, and the Lord Lovel, who 
ave the Dog for his Arms, as Richard did the Boar 
or his: And many Perſons he cauſed to be put to Death 

on bare Suſpicion. He called a Parliament, in which 


The Earl of he procured the Earl of Richmond to be attainted, and 


Richmond 


and his Ad- thoſe that fled to him were declared Enemies to the 
herents de- Kingdom, and their Eſtates to be confiſcated. And 


clared pub- 
lickEnemies 
in Parlia- 


Went. 


tho? theſe Confiſcations amounted to a very great Sum, 
yet they were not ſufficient to ſatisfy the voracious A- 
varice and Extravagancies of him, and his Creatures, 
but to ſapply the Deficiency, he laid inſufferable Taxes 
on the People. Then td * himſelf from Foreign 
Diſturbances, he made a Truce with the King of Scot- 
land for three Years, and that he might have a double 
Tie upon the Scots, he concluded a Marriage between 
the Earl of Rothſay, Heir to the Crown of Scotland, 
and his Niece Auna Daughter to the Earl of Soll. 
But all theſe Precautions could not free his diſtracted 
Mind from thoſe Furies that Guilt had poſſeſſed his 
Conſcience with; his heinous Crimes, the People's Ha- 
tred, and the Earl of Richmond, would not ſuffer him 
to enjoy an Hour's Reſt. Therefore he made another 
Attempt to get the Earl into bis Poſſeſſion, ſending his 


Embaſſadors with large Sums of Money and Preſents to 


the Duke of Bretagne, and offering him Richmondfpre 
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and all the Earl's Revenues, and all the Eſtates of them 
that fled to him, upon condition he would deliver them 
up to him. But his Embaſſadors coming, when he was 
under a delirious Fit, could not have Acceſs to him; 
therefore they addreſſed themſelves to Peter Landois, to 
whom the Management of all the Duke's Affairs were 
committed. Landois gave Ear to their Propoſals, but 
would have Richmonaſhire for himſelf; upon which 
Meſſengers were ſeveral Times diſpatched into Eng- 
land, which Delays proved the Earl of Richmond's Se- 
curity. For the Biſhop of Eh, who had Intelligence 
in King Richard's and the Duke of Bretagne's Courts, 
underſtood what Deſigns were forming againſt Earl 
Henry, and ſent him Notice of it, adviſing him to fly with 
all Speed, or he would fall into the Enemy's Hands, 


The Earl was at Vieunes, the Duke of Bretagne's The Earl af 
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Court, when he received this Advice, upon which hay- N 
ing obtained a ſafe Conduct from the French King, he Pager. 


fled with a few Followers out of Bretagne into An- 
jou, in the French King's Dominions. Landois miſſing 
him, ſent Couriers into all Parts of the Dutchy in 
Search after him, and he was ſcarce got into the French 
Territories, when one of the Parties ſent out after him 
came within an Hour's riding of him. The Exgliſb 
Refugees who remained in Bretagne, when they heard 
of the Earl's Eſcape, and the Cauſes of it, expected all 
to be delivered up to the Fury of King K:chard; and 
had not the Duke of Bretagne recovered, and took on 
him the Adminiſtration of Affairs, Landois would have 
ſeized them, and delivered them up to King Rrichard”s 
Embaſſadors. The Duke enquiring into the Cauſes of 
the Earl of Richmond's Flight into France, was highly 
diſpleaſed with Landois, 4. ſent for Sir Richard Wood- 
zulle, and Captain Poyninge, to whom he excuſed the 
Treachery of his Miniſter, diſowning the Knowledge 
of it, and gave them a conſiderable Sum of Money, to 
conduct them and all the Exgliſhmen who were at Vi- 
.eanes, through Bretagne into France, to their Maſter the 
Earl of Richmond, For which generous AQ, the Earl 


ſeat him Thanks by a Meſſenger on Purpoſe, declar- 

ing, That he could never be at reſt, until Fortune had 

ajforded him Means in ſome Sort, to requite his infinite 

Obligations, by whoſe Favour only he now lived. The 

King of France was then at Langres, Where the Earl 

being arrived, informed him o 
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. 1484, Flight from Bretagne, and begged his Aſſiſtance. King 


CY VV Charles promiſed him Aſſiſtance, and brought him on 
| his Way to Moztargts, treating the Earl and Lords that 
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attended him, with an Hoſpitality 3 King. 
While the Earl was in the French Court, a Man for- 
gotten, and in Effect thought dead, Jobn de Vere, Earl 
of Oxford repaired to' him : This Man had been im- 
priſoned in Hammes Caſtle, by King Edward the 


Fourth, preſently after the Battle at Barnet. He had 


not only obtained his own Liberty, but had prevail- 
ed upon Sir nn Blunt, Captain of that Caſtle, 
and Sir John Forteſcue, Porter of Calais, to leave their 
Commands, and go along with him, under the Con- 
duct of the Earl of Richmond. But Sir James Blunt 
having left his Lady and all his Effects in the Caſtle of 
Hammes, had ſo completely fortified it, and reinforced 
the Gariſon, that in Caſe of a Siege they might defend 
themſelves, until Fortune ſhould turn againſt King 
Richard. In the mean Time, the Earl of Richmond's 
Party grew every Day more numerous; for all who 
fied from England, as well, as the Exglih in thoſe 
Parts, either returning from their T'ravels, or that were 
Scholars in the Univerſities Abroad, flocked to him, and 
did Homage to him; among whom was Maſter Ki- 
chard Fox, a ſecular Prieſt, a Man of excellent Parts, 
who was afterwards made Biſhop of H:zcheſter ; and ay 
the Earl's Numbers grew greater Abroad, ſo his Inte- 
reſt in England was enlarged. | ; 

King Richard, who, by his Spies, had a full Account 
of all theſe Proceedings, was not wanting to himſelf, 
and underſtanding the Earl's Flight out of Bretagne, 
and Earth conſpiring againſt him, yet he thought by his 
own Subtlety to make his Party good againſt both: He 


knew that the Hopes of his Enemies were founded on 


the Earl's Promiſe to marry the Princeſs Elizabeth, 
which he reſolved by ſome Means or other to prevent; 
and to that End, he did his utmoſt to ingratiate himſelf 


with her Mother Queen Elizabeth, And reſolving 


now upon three Things, Deceit, Murther, and In- 


ceſt, he choſe Perſons fit for his Purpoſe, who - 


in the moſt obliging Manner made plauſible Excuſes 

to Queen Elizabeth, for all the Villanies he had acted 

towards her and hers, pretending, © That his Majeſty 

«+ was ſenſibly afflicted for his dear Nieces, that — 
1 0 


it vary much perplexed him. And tho' he ſaw Heaven 
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“ ſhould make themſelves voluntary Priſoners, and 2 Ri. Ut. 
« miſtruſt the Affection of an Uncle, who like a Fa- ö 
« ther thought of nothing but their Happineſs: That 

« his ardent Deſire was to treat them according to their 

« Birth, to have them to Court, and provide for them 

« worthy Husbands; and whenever the Death of his 

« Wife ſhould happen, (which muſt of Neceſſity be 

« in a ſhort Time) his Reſolution was to make the 

« Princeſs El:zabeth his Queen, and would likewiſe 

e prefer her Son the Marqueſs of Dorſet to the moſt 

“ honourable: and profitable Places in the Nation, if 

« he would quit the Earl of Richmond's Intereſt, and 

6c 5 ay England,” Theſe and many other fair He pes 
Promiſes ſo won upon the Queen, that forgetting the Fon ge 
many Affronts that he had caſt upon her Hausband on _ 22 
her own Honour, and the Legitimacy of her Children, 

and even. the Murther of her two Sons, and Oath 

that ſhe had made to the Counteſs of Richmond, con- 

cerning the Marriage of her Daughter to the Earl, ſhe 
complied with him, and promiſed to bring over her Son 

the Marqueſs of Dorſet, and all the late King's Friends, 

from the Party of the Earl of Kichmond. And being 

thus reconciled to the King, ſhe and her Daughters re- 

moved out of the Sanctuary, and ſhe delivered up the 
five young Princeſſes, her Daughters, into his Hands, 
who were conveyed to Court with extraordinary So- 
lemnity: Whom as ſoon as King Kichard had gotten 

into his Cuſtody, he reſolved to order the Matter ſo, 

that he might take the eldeſt of them to be his Wife ; 

which was a ſure Way of defeating the Earl of Rich- 

mond's Deſigns. Queen Elizabeth was fo charm'd by 

his falſe Promiſes, that ſhe wrote to the Marqueſs of 
Dorſet, to leaye the Earl of Richmond, and haſten in- 

to England: Informing him, that all paſt Injuries were 
forgotten, and were to be made up by Honours and 
Preterments; and that King Richard deſired nothing 

more than to give full Satisfaction. 

King Richard having ſucceeded in his firſt Deſign, xing R- 
which was Deceit, proceeded to the ſecond, which chard's | 
was the Murther of his Queen, which if it were not Veen dies 
effected, his Inceſt with his Niece could not be com- 
pleated. In order to effec this, he began to ſhew an 
Averſion to his Wife's Company and Embraces. He 
complained to ſeveral Lords of the Council of her 
Barenneſs ; eſpecially to the Archbiſhop of Tork, wm 
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he had lately releaſed out of Priſon; he pretended to 
diſcover to him ſome private Defects in the Queen, 
which rendred her Perſon diſagreeable to him, hoping 
the Biſhop would tell her of it, and ſhe being a Wo- 
man of a meek Temper, he thought would take it ſo 
much to Heart, that ſhe would nor live long after it. 
This Method he hit upon, unknown to leſſer Sinners, 
confidering that to put her to a violent Death, would 
too much alienate the People's Affections; and that 

Grief, and Melancholy, and Fear, might jointly pro- 
duce that Effect with the Appearances of Nature, which 
neither Sword nor Poiton could do without Scandal. 
The Biſhop of York perceived plain enough by the 
King's Words, that he was weary of his Wife and 
wanted another; and he knew him ſo well, that he 
could not imagine he would ſeruple to add one Mur- 
ther more, to the many bloody Cruelties he had been 
guilty of, to ſatisfy his Luſt and Ambition. Which 
made him ſay to ſome of his Friends, The es 
Days are but few. To prepare a Way for her Death, 
he cauſed a Report to be ſpread among the People that 
ſhe was dead ; which he did, that whenever her Death 
ſhould happen, it might appear leſs ſurpriſing, and that 
the Rumour coming to her Ears, might alarm her with 
Fear of her ſudden Fate, and thoſe Fears throw her in- 
to a Diſeaſe that might carry her off. The Queen no 
ſooner heard the Report, but ſhe believed it came origi- 
nally from her Husband; and being of a ſoft and ten- 
der Diſpoſition, was extreamly diſpirited ; and running to 
him full of Sorrow, demanded of him, IMI hat ſhe had 
done to deſerve Death? He anſwered her with fair 
Words and falſe: Smiles, bidding her be of good Cheer, 
for to his Knowledge ſhe had no other Cauſe. Upon 
this ſhe repaired to her Lodgings, but whether her Grief, 
as he deſigned it ſhould, (track fo to her Heart, that it 
broke with the mortal Wound, or whether her End, 
as it was generally ſuſpected, was haſtened with Poi- 
ſon, the died in a few Days afterwards, He affected to 
ſhew an extraordinary Sorrow at her Death, and was at 
the Charge of a pompous Funeral for-her. 

But notwithſtanding all his pretended Mourning, be- 
fore ſhe was well cold in her Grave, he made his Ad- 
dreſſes to the Princeſs Elizabeth, who had his Love 
in Abhorrence; and not only ſhe, but the whole King- 
dom appeared averſę to ſo unnatural a Marriage; and 


o 
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he was ſo interrupted and confounded with the publick 
Affairs, that though he had ſucceeded in his two firſt 


ver accompliſh what he aimed at by them which 
was the inceſtuous Marriage with his Niece Eli- 
zabeth. He found many of the Nobility paſs'd daily 
over to France, and that the common People ever 
where ſhewed an Affection to the Earl of Richmond, 
while himſelf was ſo nauſeous to them, that they were 
ready to ſpue him out. He grew moſt jealous of Tho- 
mas Lord Stanley, fo that when he deſired Leave to re- 
tire to his Country Seat, under Pretence of ordering 
ſome of his domeſtick Affairs, he would not give him 
Leave without he left his eldeſt Son George with him, 
as an Hoſtage for his Father's Loyalty. Being inform- 
ed of Sir James Blunt's Revolt, and of the Earl of Ox- 
ford's Eſcape from Hammes Caſtle, he ordered the Gari- 
fon of Calais to beſiege it. The Earl of Oxford and 
Sir James Blunt immediately haſtened to the Relief of 
it ; but before they could arrive the Gariſon being re- 
duced to Extremity, was obliged to ſurrender, but up- 
on good Conditions, to march out with Bag and 
Baggage, which they did, and joined the Earl, who led 
them to Paris, where they were entertained by the 
Earl of Richmond. The Reduction of Hammes, and 
the ſmall Hopes of Aſſiſtance which the Earl of Rich- 
mond had from the French Court, made King Richard 
ſo ſecure, that he recalled the Squadron o 

War, that he had ordered to cruiſe in the Chanel, 
to prevent the Earl's making a Deſcent on England ; 
judging that the Nobility inhabiting the maritime Parts, 
eſpecially thoſe of Wales, were ſutficient to oppoſe any 
Deſcent that the Enemy could make. 


In the mean Time, the Earl of Richmond continued The Mar- 
quiſs of Der- 


ſet leaves the 


his Negotiations in the Court of France for Aſſiſtance, 
but had met with Delays and Impediments ; ſo that 
King Richard flattered himſelf, he would not be able to 
compaſs his Deſigns at all, and began to think himſelf 
ſecure. The Marquiſs of Dorſet, fearing the Earl would 
not ſucceed in his Enterpriſe, gave Way to his Mo- 
ther's Perſuaſions, and Kichard's flattering Promiſes, 
and left the Earl, - ſtealing away from Paris by Night; 
but as ſoon as the Earl had notice of his Flight, he ap- 
plied to the French Court for Leave to apprehend him, 
being afraid if he got to England, he would diſcover all 
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his Deſigns. Having obtained Leave, the Marquiſs was 
overtaken in Champaign, and by Arguments and fair 
Promiſes prevailed with to return. By this the Earl 
began to be apprehenſive, that if he delayed his Expe- 
dition into Exgland any longer, more of his Friends 
might grow cool in their Zeal for him, and judged it 
neceſlary to attempt that with a few, which he could 
not with many. So he earneſtly ſolicited the French 
Court for Aid, deſiring ſo ſmall a Supply of Men and 
Money, that the King could not in Honour refuſe him; 
for which he left the Marqueſs of Dorſet, and Sir 
Jobn Bourchier as Hoſtages, and leaving Paris went to 


Noan, where his Forces rendezvous'd, waiting for the 


Ships from Harfleur, that were to carry them to Exg- 
land. When he arrived there, he was informed of the 
Death of King Kichard's Queen, and of his Deſign to 
marry the Princeſs Elizabeth, who had been promiſed 
to him. This was mortifying News to him, judging 
that it his Alliance to the Houſe of Tort was by that 
Means broken, their Friends would all fall off from 


him. His Followers likewiſe were extreamly diſcou- 


raged, thinking it a great Raſhneſs to undertake ſo dan- 
gerous an Enterpriſe with a handful of Men ; but hav- 
ing received Advice, that Sir Rice ap Thomas, and Cap- 
tain Savage, two Men of great Account in Wales, 
would declare for him, and that Regizald Bray had 
gotten large Sums of Money to pay his Soldiers, he 
took ſhipping the 15 of Auguſt with a few Veſſels, 
and two thouſand Soldiers, and after a Paſſage of 
ſeven Days, landed at Milford Haven in Wales ; from 
whence he marched the next Day to Haverford Weſt, 
where he was received with much Joy by the Inhabi- 
tants. 3 

Here the Earl met with another Diſcouragement, be- 
ing inform'd that Thomas and Savage bad declared for 
King R:chard, but this News proved falſe; but on the 


other hand, was as much encouraged, hearing that the 


People of Pembrokeſhire had joined with his Uncle the 
Earl of Pexabroke, and therefore marched on to Car- 
digan, his Army increaſing every Hour. Here again 
he was alarm'd with a Report that Sir Malter Herbert 
was at Caermarthen with a Deſign to oppoſe him; but 
his Scouts informing him that the Country was open, 
and free for his March, and no Enemy near, he 
proceeded, and was joined by the Way by Richer 


riffth 
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Victory or Ruin, and that he could not long ſub- 
ſiſt without farther Aſſiſtance, wrote to his Mother 
the Counteſs, and to the Lord Stanley, and others; 
telling them, * That as he was arrived in Eugland b 

« their Advice, ſo he mult be ſupported by their Al. 
« ſiſtance; for having but few Forces, one Defeat would 
« be his Ruin: That temporiſing now would be ver 

« fatal to their Deſigns, and a ſeemin Unrelotved. 
« neſs would diſcourage all his real Friends. Having 
ſent truſty Servants with this Meſſage, he held on his 
March towards Shrewsbury, and met with Sir Rice ap 
Thomas, with a conſiderable Body of Welſb, who all 
ſwore Fealty to him, the Earl having firſt pro- 
miſed, that as ſoon as he ſhould be King, he would 
make him Preſident of Hales. Being arrived at Shrewss 
bary, he received an Anſwer from his Mother, and 
others, according to his Deſire; from thence he marched 
to Newport, where Sir Gilbert Talbot joined him with 
two thouſand Men, the Earl of Shrewbary's Te- 
nants. In the mean Time, the Lord Stanley, and his 
Brother Sir Milliam, were railing Men, but had not de- 
clared who they would tide with; and Sir William 


advanced with his Army into Szaffordſprre, and waited. 


on the Earl of Richmond at Stafford, attended only by 
twenty or thirty Perſons, and having had a ſhort Con- 
ference, returned to his Forces. The Lord Stanley lay 
at Litchfield with five thouſand Men, and when the 
Earl approached near Litehſield, the Lord Stanley re- 
tired to Atherſtone, to make way for the Earl, and to 
prevent King Kichard's having any Suſpicion of him, 
being extremely cautious, by Reaſon of his Son, the 
Lord Strange, being an Hoſtage with King Kicbara, 
and fo hourly in Danger of his Life. 

King Kichard being at Nottingham, where he then 
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Griffth and John Morgan, with a good Body of Welſp. 3 Ri. 10, 
The Earl being ſenſible that now he muſt either meet \ 


— - 


kept his Court, heard of the Earl's Arrival, but with Fing N. 
gets 


ſuch a Relation of the Inconſiderableneſs of his Forces, zogether his 
that he deſpiſed his Attempt; not doubting but Sir Army, 


Walter Herbert, whom he had ordered to raile the Mi- 
litia of Males, would eaſily ſuppreſs him. But hearin 
that Sir Malter had ſuffered him to paſs the Severn,an 
that ſo many Gentlemen had joined him with their 
Friends aud Dependents, that the Earl's Army would 


be as numerous as his own, if the Lancaſbire Men 2 
| - 


ea ww — — — . — 
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1485. der the Stanleys ſhould declare for him; he then re- 
CTY Vfolved to oppoſe him in Perſon. He therefore ſent Or- 
ders for Sir Thomas Brakenbury, Lieutenant of the Tow- 
er, and others, to bring their whole Strength with 
them, to enable him to give the Earl Battle, before he re- 
ceived farther Reinforcements, and to bring with him 
Sir Thomas Bourcbier, and Sir Malter Hung er ford, and 
other Gentlemen, whoſe Loyalty he ſuſpected, to at- 
tend him in Arms, to prevent their conſpiring againſt 
him. The ſame Command he ſent to the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland. When all his Troops were arrived at 
Nottingham, he put himſelf at their Head, and led them 
to Leiceſter, in order to give the Earl Battle. Sir Tho- 
mas Bourchier, Sir Walter Hungerford, and others, found 
Means privately to deſert from Bractenbury's Party, 
and to go over to the Earl; and diverſe Men of Quality 
repaired to him from all Parts. King R:chard having 
Intelligence of this, was very much perplex'd, bnt re- 
ſolving to put the Ifſue upon the Hazard of a Battle, he 
Xing Ri- encamped not far from Leiceſter, near a Village called 
chard en- Boſworth, where having refreſhed his Men, he prepa- 
camps at | 
Boſworth. red to fight. 

The Earl has The Earl of Richmond march'd his Forces to Tam- 

a conterencezyorzþ, and leaving his Men there, went from thence 

Lord Sran- to Atherſtone, to the Lord Stanley his Father-in law; 

by. ' Where he held a Conference with him and Sir William 

Stanley privately in a little Field, where they conſulted 

how they ſhould give King Richard Battle to the bell 

Advantage. Then the Earl leaving the Lord Stanley, 

return'd to his Army, and in the Evening Sir John Sa- 

vage, Sir Bryan Sandford, and Sir Simon Digby, having 

deferted King Richard, came over to the Earl with all 

their Friends and Followers. The Earl then marched 

his Army out of Tamworth towards the Enemy, reſol- 
ving.to fight King Richard. 

I The fatal Day being come that was to decide the For- 

tunes of the Kingdom, _—_ Richard dtew out his 

Troops upon the Plain, in ſuch a Manner that they 

might make the greateſt Appearance. He committed 

* the Van, conſiſting of Archers, to the Command of the 

Duke of Norfolk and Earl of Surrey his Son, himſelf 

commanded the ſecond Line, where were the choiceſt 

and beſt armed Men, being guarded on the Flanks by 

Horſe, and on the Front by Archers. ' The Earl of 

| Richmond drew up his Men, placing the Archers ” = 

| ront, 


The Reign of King R1icnuann III. 


587 


4 


Front, under the Command of the Earl of Oxford, and 3 Ri. nt. 
the right Wing under the Command of Sir Gilbert Tal. 


bot: Sir John 1 17 commanded the left, and he kept 
for himſelf and his Uncle, the Earl of Pembroke, a Bo- 
dy of Horſe and Foot as a Reſerve, to join the Troo 

as Occaſion ſhould require. His whole Strength did not 
amount to fix thouſand Men, (the Stanleys Forces, which 
were ſeven or eight thouſand ſtrong, excepted) and King 
Richard had twice that Number. In the Order men- 
tioned, the two Armies advanc'd towards each other, 
the Lord Stanley moving aſide off as the Earl of 
Richmond mov'd, poſted his Army at a Diſtance, al- 
moſt between the two Armies, affording Hopes and 
Fears to both Parties; and tho' King Richard ſent to 
him, commanding him to come and join him, ſwear- 
ing By Cod and Death, if he did not come to him, he would 
cut off his Sou's Head before Dinner; he anſwer'd, Let 
him uſe his Pleaſure, for I have more Sons than he: Up- 
on which he commanded his Head to be taken off, but 
ſuſpended the Order, for Fear it ſhould provoke the 
Lord Stanley to pour all his Fury upon him. And when 
the Earl of Richmond ſent to the Lord Stanley, deſi- 
ring he would come and take Care of the ordering and 
commanding his Men, he bad him draw up his Solaters, 
and he would do the ſame by his, and join him at Supper- 


Time. 


Both Armies being drawn up in Order of Battle, the The thir- 


King on the one Side, and the Earl on the other, made**enth and | 
long Speeches to encourage their Soldiers, which Sir Baſrerth. 


Thomas Moore has recited at large. The Earl's Men 
were mightily animated by 'his Speech, and demanded 
immediately to be led on to meet the Enemy : There 
being a Moraſs between the two Armies, the Earl left it 
on his right Hand, by which he not only prevented 
King Rzchard's attacking him on that Side, but had the 
Sun on his Back; which ſhone full in the Faces of the 


King's Army. King Richard perceiving the Earl's Ar- 


my advancing, commanded his Trumpets to ſound, 
and the Archers to let fly their Arrows: The Earl's 
Bowmen return'd the Shot, and the Foot join'd and 
came to cloſe Fight, and then the Lord Szanley came 


in to the Earl's Aſſiſtance. The Earl of Oxford fear- 


ing his Men might be ſurrounded by the Enemy's Num- 

bers, commanded none ſhould (tir above ten Foot from 

the Standard; the Soldiers preſently vlos'd their _ 
| | an 
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. 14%, and ſtood ſtill, expecting farther Orders. King Richard's 
LYN? Troops ſtood till to oblerve them, being ſuſpicious of 


ſome Stratagem, and indeed they fought at beſt but ve- 
ry faintly, many alſo deſerting him: Upon which &:- 
chard was adviſed to ſave himſelf by Flight, concluding 
he was betray'd, but he refus'd; and even when the Vic- 
tory appeared eminently on the Side of his Adverſaries, 
and a fleet Horſe was preſented to him to further his 
Eſcape, he declar'd, That Day ſhould either determine 
the War or his Life, The Earl of Oxford led his Men 


again to the Charge, upon which the Duke of Norfolk 


changed the Order of his Battle, widen'd the firſt Line, 
but clos'd and enlarg'd his ſecond ; and then renew'd 
the Fight. The King being inform'd that the Earl of 
Richmond was not far off, attended with but a few of 
his Guards, ſet Spurs to his Horſe, and rode furiouſly 
towards him; the Earl perceiv'd him, and - prepar'd 
to receive him. Richard made. furiouſly at him with 
his Lance, but the Earl could not meet him, being hin- 
dred by ſome of his own Men. The King perceivin 

his Difappointment, puſh'd againſt the great {ax 
and ſlew Sir William Branden the Standard-Bearer, and 
advancing forward, was oppos'd by Sir Richard Cheney; 
and tho' he was a Man of great Strength and Valour, 
bore him to the Ground, and forc'd his Way up to 
the Earl, who kept him off at Sword's Point, till Aſſiſt- 
ance came in to his Relief. At that very Inſtant Sir 
William Stanley came in with three thouſand choice 
Men, and inveſting the King's Squadrons, afforded Oc- 
caſion for as many to run away as thought fit. Kin 

Richard perceiving this, left the Earl, and puſh'd forwar 

into the hotteſt of the Battlę, either to encourage his 
Men, or to meet Death the ſooner; and e 
fell with his Sword in Hand all cover'd with Blood. 


ine Ri. In the mean Time, the Earl of Oxford made a terrible 


&&ardisflain, Slaughter in the Van of the King's Army. The Duke 
| of Norfolk, the Lord Ferrers, Sir Richard Ratcl:ff, and 
Sir Fohn Brackenbary were kill'd on the Spot with a- 


bout a thouſand of their Men. While the Van of 
the King's Army was hotly engag'd with the Earl's, 
the greateſt Part of thofe in the Main, watching their 
Opportunity, left the Field and departed every. Man to 


his own home. Sir William Catesby a Judge, and ſe- 


veral others, were taken and beheaded two Days after 


at Leiceſter. The Lord Love), and others, made their 
| | ; Eſcapes. 
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Eſcapes. Many Gentlemen and private Soldiers threw 3 Ri. in. 
down their Arms, ſubmittted to the Earl, and were graci- WWW 


outly receiv'd. Among thoſe was Heury Earl of North- 
umberland, who did not engage in the Battle, but ſtood 
neuter, for which he was taken into the Earl's Favour, 
and immediately made a Privy Counſellor, Thomas Earl 
of rg was ſent to the Lower, but was ſoon releas'd, 
and preter'd to Places of the greateſt Truſt and Honour. 


This Battle hapned on the 22* Day of Auguſt, and The Num: 
continued about two Hours; and tho? in it there were n f te 


not ſlain much above two thouſand Men, and ſcarce an 
hundred on Earl Henry's Part, yet it was deciſive of 
the Controverſy, being the thirteenth that was fought, 
between the two Houles of Laxcafter and York, which 
had broken out about thirty Years before, fill'd the Na- 
tion with Blood and Deſolation, and coſt the Lives of 
near an hundred thoufand Men, and eighty Princes of 
the Blood. And King &zchard there finiſh'd his evil 
Courſe of Life, after he had reign'd two Years, two 
Months, and one Day. Had he lived with as much 
Glory as he died, his CharaQter would have ſhone bright 
in our Ezghſp Annals. His Body was carried to Lei- 
ceſter after a moſt ignominious Manner, being ſtript 
naked and laid croſs a Horſe, like a Calf, his Head 
hanging down on one Side, and Legs on the other, be- 
ſmear'd with Blood and Mire ; and having lain two Days 
in this Manner on bare Earth, expos'd a filthy Specta- 
cle to the View of the People, who us'd it ignomini- 
ouſly, it was afterwards buried in the Abbey-Church, 
where King Heury, in Reſpect to his Family, ordered a 
Tomb to be erected over his Grave. 


After the Battle was over, and the Victory was en- The Earl of 
tirely gain'd, the Earl of Richmond fell dowyn on his Richmond ſa- 


Knees in the open Field, and gave God Thanks for his 
Bleſſing upon his Arms, pray'd for the Church and his 
Subjects, then rode to an Eminence, and thence gave 
his Soldiers Thanks for behaving themſelves ſo well in 
the Battle; promiſing them all Rewards anſwerable to 
their Merits. Upon which the Army with mighty Shouts 
cry'd out, King Heury, King Henry; and the Lord Stan- 
ley taking Richard's Crown, which was found among 
the Spoils in the Field of Battle, put it on the Earl's 
Head, who from that Time aſſum'd the Title and Pow- 
er of King of England. 


The End of the Firſt Volume, 


lured King 
by the Army. 


